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The Padma award for the Girl Scoutsand the Karuna
Award for the CampfireGirlswere developed. For the younger
Scouts,the BCA Scouting Committeeinstituted the Metta
Award for Cubs and the Junior and Brownie award for the
younger girls. These awards like the Sangha Award are
designedto nurture a Buddhistattitudeof compassion.These
awards are administered by theBCA Headquarters.Any
Buddhist youth canearn theaward. In 1988, 15 Sangha,52
Metta,25Padma,and7 Karunaawardswerepresented.

5. The BCA Social WelfareFund disburses funds toneedy
and deservingorganizations andindividuals throughoutthe
world. Established in response to theAfrican famine in 1982,
the Social Welfare Committee has given funds to a numberof
national andinternationalorganizationsand to individuals who
suffer from the deprivationof basic human needs. Funds have
been disbursed to Oxfam America, Mexico EarthquakeRelief,
KusinaraBuddhaVihara, Maha Bodhi AsokaMission,Sonoma
County JapaneseAmerican Senior Center,American Indian
Center,and others.

Late in 1986, the Social Welfare Committeeforwarded
$3000 to theKarmaChokor Dechen Nunnery in EastSikkim,
India to fill a requestby the refugeeTibetan nunswho were
dedicated to serving the aging and thelepers. The fund
provided for the installation of a woodenfloor for the shrine
room andconcretesteps leading to thenunnery,where long
hours were spent by the nuns, to replace the cold hard concrete
flooring; the building of a retaining wall becauseof the
collapseand sliding of a mountainin back of the shrineroom;
installation of a chimneyin the kitchen to eliminate thick
smokewhile the nunspreparedtheir meals; and the purchaseof
beds andbeddingfor the six nuns who had beensleepingon
the floor. (10)

B. CommunityProjects Sponsored byIndividual Temples

Individual templeswithin the BCA have undertakena
variety of social welfare projects.Noteworthyare low-income
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housing projects to assist the elderly. At present, the Tri-State
Buddhist Temple in Denver, Colorado, the Seattle Betsuin, in
Washington State, the San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin and
the Watsonville Buddhist Temple, both in California, have
sponsored low-income housing for the elderly.

1. With proceeds from the sale of its old temple complex,
Watsonville Buddhist Temple built a 10 unit apartment
building complex in 1964.

2. The Tri-State Buddhist Temple was the first BCA Temple
to build on a large scale, a low-income residence, the Tamai
Towers, for the elderly. Named after the Rev. Yoshitaka
Tamai, the twenty-story residential facility features 204
moderately priced apartments. The Tamai Towers was
constructed under the Federal Housing Administration (FHA)
Section 236 subsidy program. In addition the facility provides a
penthouse recreation area. Minimal-cost catered nutrition
program lunches are provided 5 days a week. Free weekly
blood-pressure screening, visiting nurse appointments, a
Japanese/English Library are also part of the facility. Tamai
Towers has been serving the community since October 1972.

3. Following the Tri-State Temple's example, San Jose
Buddhist Church Betsuin, built Fuji Towers. Completed in
1976 with a loan from the FHA, Fuji Towers has 140 units.
The residents of Fuji Towers are served by the Yu-Ai Kai
(Japanese American Community Senior Service) with a year
round schedule of educational, social, and recreational
program. Seniors can also participate in a lunch program by
walking a block to the Methodist Church.

4. Temples have lent their influence and leaders in community
projects. In one instance, the BCA and the Buddhist Church of
San Francisco together with other Japanese American churches
and the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency constructed a
thirteen-story, 272-unit apartment building for low income
residents in 1971. The Seattle Betsuin has donated funds and
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the use of temple facilities for building a 150-bed nursing
home.

5. In addition to securing federal subsidies for two low-
income housing for the elderly, the Seattle Betsuin Temple has
sponsored a nursery day care center for more than forty years.
The San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin established a pre-school
in 1986. These preschools provided a much needed service to
the community. Both in Seattle and San Jose, Buddhist worship
is part of the children's schedule. There are many other projects
which individual temples have undertaken. Summer Dharma
schools are now offered by four temples. Each temple and its
affiliated groups engage in their own social welfare projects.
These are too numerous to list.

Evaluation

Although many of the BCA-sponsored projects mentioned
were initiated to respond to the needs of Temple members and to
the larger Japanese community, these efforts have also benefited
others. The death of many Buddhist youths during World War II in
service of the U.S. Government prompted the YBA to petition the
War Department for official recognition of Buddhism as a
legitimate faith. This recognition was accomplished by constant
lobbying and in spite of the prejudice of the government and its
bureaucracy. After 45 years the need for a Buddhist cleric has
finally been acknowledged by the U.S. Government. A Buddhist
chaplaincy in the Armed Forces has given Buddhists further
official recognition and public acceptance.

Concern for the displacementof the elderly Japanese citizens,
many of whom wereBuddhists, by a massive urban redevelopment
project prompted the Tri-State Buddhist Temple to assume the
great financial risk and build the Tamai Towers. Similarly Fuji
Towers was "conceived and built with compassion" (11) for the
elders in the community. All of these senior citizen housing
projects with the exception of Watsonville, serve the entire
community as mandated by Federal law.
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The nursery day care center at Seattle, which started as a self
help project for the returning evacuees, has become a needed day
care center for the community. The present enrollment of 60
children, 2 1/2 to 5 years is primarily composed of minority,
nontemple members. (12)

The spirit of Dharmakara is continually impressed upon the
Shin Sangha. At San Jose where I served, social welfare projects
areencouraged. The Fujinkai orWomen's Auxiliary regularly visit
convalescent homes. Visits to the seniors at Fuji Towers is a
regular part of the Scouting program. The students earning Sangha
and Padma Awards make visits to the crippled children home to
decorate the Christmas tree. Several years ago our eleventh- and
twelfth-grade Dharma class after six months of work turned over
more than $1000 to the Quakers for the Ethiopian Famine relief.

It is my belief that the actual participation in social welfare
projects is the best means of nurturing and demonstrating
especially in our children, the sentiment of compassion. While
Jodoshin Buddhism has dispensed with the meditative exercises,
which is characterized by other Buddhist traditions and is often
criticized for doing so, the Shin devotee is guided by the Myth of
Dharmakara. By implementing Dharmakara's Vow, the Shin
Buddhist puts into practice the bodhisattva ideal. Through service
to others, the Shin devotee deepens his understanding of the
Buddhadharma. Service to others is performed with gratitude to the
Dharma which sustained the Shin Sangha in North America for
nearly 100 years. Shin Buddhism in North America and Hawaii
have quietly and without fanfare demonstrated the validity of the
Buddhadharma.

Finally I would like to mention that the Shin Sangha has
manifested a remarkable resilience considering the fact that all of
its temples were closed and its priests interned during the duration
of the war. Unknown to most outside the Japanese American
community, the temples played a major role in aiding the
resettlement of the Japanese American population after the war.
Those returning from the internment camps had no place to go.
The temples served as hostels. Its kitchens fed the hungry. The
temple served as a post office, because most of the returning
internees who had lost their homes had no forwarding addresses.
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The temples also served as an employment agency, referring
returning internees to jobs. The temple also served as a real estate
agency referring people to possible housing. Jimi Yamaichi, a lay
leader at San Jose, estimates that more than 3000 people were
helped by the San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin immediately after
the war. (13) At a time when the Japanese American community
was considered to be the pariah to American society, the temple
was the only institution which had the facilities and organization to
help. (14)

The North American Shin temples performed a valuable
service. By demonstrating the idealism of the Dharma, the temples
and priests offered hope and dispelled despair. The Sangha
provided an emotional, social, and psychological support group.

Notes

1. SamuSumin. Spring Wind, Vol. 5 No. 4, p 220.

2. Yukio Kawamoto of the Ekoji Buddhist Temple in
Springfield, Virginia, mentioned during aconversation with
me on June 28, 1987 that he was probably one of the very
few servicemen who had a "B" stamped on his "dog tag."
He had asked the soldier in charge of stamping the dog tags
to emboss a "B" over the original "P" on his military
identification tag.

3. Louise Hunter. Buddhism in Hawaii, Its Impact on a
Yankee Community. (Honolulu: University of Hawaii
Press, 1971), p. 201.

4. Personal interview with Mike Masaoka, Washington D. C,
June 29, 1987.

5. During the war Buddhist servicemen were denied the
services of a Buddhist cleric. A compromise was worked
out however. Japanese Christian minister accompanied the
100 Battalion and the 442 Infantry Regiment.
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6. "State Textbook Body Hears Buddhist Viewpoint Con
cerning 'Divine Creation', "San Francisco, Hokubei
Mainichi, Nov. 14,1972.

7. Sparky Matsunaga, the U.S. Senator from Hawaii,
sponsored a Buddhist memorial service for his father in the
Congressional Chapel when his father passed away. To date
this is the only instance of a Buddhist service performed in
the Nation's capital.

8. Ryo Munekata, ed., Buddhist Churches of America, 75 year
History, Vol. 1. (Chicago, Illinois: Nobart, Inc.), 1974. p.
73.

9. Buddhist Churches of America, p. 100.

10. Grace McLeod in behalf of the Karma Chokor Dechen
Nunnery. Application for assistance to the BCA Social
Welfare Committee, Nov. 9,1986.

11. Katsumi Tokunaga. Private conversation. June 18,1987.

12. Rev. Donald Castro. Private correspondence. June 19,
1987.

13. Jimi Yamaichi. Private conversation. June 19,1987.

14. With the exception of the Quakers, Mennonites, the
Brethen and Fellowship of the Reconciliation the Japanese
community received no help. Norman Thomas was the only
personage of national stature to oppose the indiscriminate
eradication of coastal Japanese American communities.
Even the American Civil Liberties Union, the intrepid
champion of Civil Rights and of the underdog, took the
position that Executive Order 9066 fell within the proper
limits of the President's war powers.
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See Michi Weglyn. Years of Infamy, The Untold Story of
America's Concentration Camps (New York: William
Morrow and Company, Inc., 1976), pp. 104-111.
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Reading 33

84,000 Thoughts

Rev. Kenryu Takashi Tsuji,
Resident Minister ofEkoji Temple, Springfield, Virginia

(Selected passages from Rev. Tsuji's column, "84,000 Thoughts" in
the Ekoji Temple Newsletter, Kalavinka)

Upside Down

Ullambana literally means hanging upside down. Beingtrussed
up on a tree limb by our ankles with our heads toward the ground
would cause the severest suffering imaginable. The blood would
run down to our heads, the pain in our legs would be unbearable
and the whole body would shake in agony. No matter how much
we flail our arms to catch a nearby branch, it is unreachable.
Actually the more we move, the dizzier we get as the body begins
to swing and twirl and the twine bites into our ankles. Our natural
view of the world would be inverted and we become disoriented.

This was the image the Buddha created for the person living in
ignorance. A person with views that are perverted, inverted,
unbalanced, dogmatic, and dualistic lives in suffering. Sadly
enough, the greatest suffering exists in the person who is totally
unaware of his or her own suffering. The Buddha called this state
"ignorance".
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A Master Once Said

A master once said,

The mountain is there and I see it.
The rainfalls andI hear the raindrops.
Spring, summer, autumn, and winter.

The morning is good; The evening is good.

How wonderful to live like this!

In my calculated way of living I see the mountain.
It is beautiful. I want to photograph it.
There is a nice spot to build a cabin.

I wonder how much it would cost to buy land up here.
Ah, there is a gnarled old pine just rightfor a bonsai; whata waste!

I'm driving over its treacherous pass
and I wish the mountain weren't here.

When it is dry, I wish it would rain.
It is raining; it is good for the lawn but the grass will grow longer.

It is harder to push the lawnmower.

It is spring but it is still chilly.
When is summer coming? It is hot and humid.

It wouldn't be so uncomfortable if it would only be drier.
At last the hot summer is over and the

trees are dressed in their most colorful raiments.
But why do the leavesfall... raking them is such a chore.
The first snow. Isn't it so pure and clean? But not for long

... I have to drive through the slush, salt and sand.

It was hot and I couldn't sleep so well last night.

I hear on the TV that it's going to be near zero tonight.
It's going to be very cold.
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Kokoro

Kokoro is a Japanese word which means both mind and heart.
Usually we assign all intellectual activities to the mind and
emotional activities to the heart

Kokoro embraces both these activities and in addition has
another deeper dimension as well. It is the center of all spiritual
activity that transcends the intellectual and the emotional.
Therefore, there are things of the kokoro that can never be
understood by the intellect nor experienced emotionally.
Sometimes we are simply overwhelmed by a great act of dana,
love, sacrifice, or compassion. Such an act defies all rational
understanding.

It is the kokoro that creates the person's life and the world
which he lives. When the light of Amida's Compassion shines into
his kokoro, his whole world changes. He now views the world
from this fresh perspective. "Open the eyes of your kokoro," the
ancient teachers used to say.

When Shinran was banished from Kyoto for teaching the
Nembutsu, he did not consider this a tragedy but a golden
opportunity to bring the message of Nembutsu to ears that had
never heard of Amida Buddha. Shinran did not think of his wife,
Eshinni, as just an ordinary woman. His kokoro told him she was a
manifestation of the Bodhisattva Kannon.

I once knew an old lady who was full of good cheer even in the
face of death. Every moment she experienced the joy of living,
much more so than when she was healthy. Each sunrise, each
sunset was an indescribable joy to behold.

When the kokoro is illuminated with Amida's light, drudgery
turns into an act of creativity and what seems an unpleasant task
becomes a once in a lifetime opportunity.

May Amida's Light shine into your hearts.
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