Official Publication of the Buddhist Churches of America

1710 Octavia Street, San Francisco, CA 94109

VOLUME 40

MAY 2014

ISSUE 5

Fukushima
Tsunami Memorial

Takes Place Aboard
USS Ronald Reagan

Photo by Kate Leonard

On the third anniversary of the March
11, 2011 Fukushima Tsunami, The Honot-
able Jun Niimi, Consul General of Japan
at Los Angeles, expressed his gratitude to
Rear Admiral Patrick Hall, Captain Chris-
topher Bolt, and the US Navy, aboard the
USS Ronald Reagan.

This aircraft carrier led the naval group
that assisted in the “Operation Tomoda-
chi” relief effort after the tragedy.

The ceremony was held in San Diego.
Rev. Dr. Kenji Akahoshi of the Buddhist
Temple of San Diego led a moment of
silence, the benediction, and the burning
of incense (0-shoko) before a Buddhist altar.
The ceremony was attended by some 1,500
sailors and several hundred guests from
the Japanese and Japanese-American com-
munities.

LGBT Seminar June 27.
Check CBE-BCA.org for
registration information.
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Bumpy Ride Home

By Leo Joslin
Buddhist Church
of San Francisco

I would have fastened my
seatbelt had 1 known it would
be such a bumpy ride! Kenneth
Tanaka’s book Ocean refers to
the Bumpy Road as one of the
Four Marks of Existence and 1
agree, having experienced con-
siderable ups and downs while
traveling various spiritual paths.
However, after participating in
the Kieshiki Ceremony [to re-
ceive a Buddhist name], it feels
like I’ve finally arrived home.

I started my journey as a
Christian. My
mother was a Japanese woman

fundamentalist

who married an American sol-
dier and moved to the United
States, only to find herself in
rural isolation. Unfamiliar with
the culture and surrounded by
strangers who spoke a different
language, it was an unsettling
time for her. A local Bible
Church reached out and took
her in, along with me and my
brothers. I think that being
a part of a community was
important for her and this was
the only one available at the

BCA Bishop, Rev. Kodo Umezu (center, second row) conducted the
Kieshiki Affirmation Ceremony at the Buddhist Church of San Francisco
at its 2014 New Year’s Day Service, assisted by Resident Minister Ronald
Kobata (front, right) and Minister’s Assistant Elaine Donlin (front, left).
Receiving their Buddhist names were (left-right): Frank Del Gaizo, Leo
Joslin, Tim Simpson and Sandy Yamakishi.

time. The rigid dogma provided
some structure and feelings of
safety, but at a cost. While the
message of love was there, it felt
conditional. And there is only
so much hell-fire and brimstone
one can tolerate. It became
especially horrific when, as a
teenager, I realized 1 was gay
and that my church said T was

damned. This was a huge bump
in the road.

It was liberating to break
away and leave small town
America for college in Los
Angeles. I slowly disconnected
from the uncompromising
belief system I had adhered to
as a child and it was a painful

deprogramming. I joined a more

liberal Christian church in LA
but the scats of my earlier con-
ditioning remained with me and
I eventually dropped out.

My road then took a turn
toward Buddhism. I attended
a few services at Reverend
Masao Kodani’s Senshin Bud-
dhist Temple in Los Angeles.
My partner at that time was a
member and he told me that
Reverend Kodani said it was
okay to be gay and Buddhist.
This was comforting, and I'm
sure it planted seeds in my con-
sciousness, but I was not ready
to join another church after my
earlier experience. And my eyes
were not yet open enough to
recognize home.

Moving to San Francisco,
I made another attempt to get
back on a spiritual path. The first
Buddhist Community I joined
was impressive with colorful
banners, mysterious rituals, and
guided meditation. However,
I soon became uncomfortable
with what felt like competi-
tion amongst members. They
seemed focused on who had
done more silent retreats, who
had completed more course-

Continued on Page 6

Linda Castro, 1982

By Kemi Nakabayashi
Seattle Betsuin
Buddhist Temple

For
“A Flower Grows” was sung

Hanamatsuri  service,
by the Seattle Betsuin sangha
with a special tribute to Linda
Castro who passed away last
Linda  Luebke
started her career as a nurse in

December.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin before
moving to Oakland, California
where she met Don Castro
when he was studying at IBS.
While in California, she pursued
studies of her lifelong passion
of music, earning a master’s
degree in early music from Holy
Names College. After moving to
Seattle, she became certified as
an clementary music specialist,
a position she held for 16 years
at Parkwood School in Shore-
line, Washington. She attended

“A Flower Grows”

Gonzaga University in Spokane,
Washington and earned a PhD
in leadership. Linda was most
recently a professor of music
State
loved

education at Indiana
University, a job she
and in which she profoundly
influenced the preparation of
aspiring music teachers.

Rinban Castro’s first min-
isterial assignment in 1977 was
at the Buddhist Church of San
Francisco, where Linda Castro
formed and directed her first
choir. She also participated in
Buddhist Churches of

America (BCA) musical activi-

other

ties. When they first arrived in
Seattle in 1986, Rinban Castro
recalls Haruo Fujino, father of
Pauline Sakuma, greeted them
and said to Linda, “T hear you are
going to start a choir.” Indeed
soon thereafter, she organized
the Seattle Betsuin choir and
conducted the group for many
Seattle
members echo the sentiment of

years. Betsuin  choir
Irene Mano, one of the original
choir members, “Linda taught

us so much. She introduced us

to many kinds of music, both
The

variety was challenging and fun!

secular and non-secular.

The exposure was valuable and
has helped us to try different
new music.”

Linda Castro’s Six Songs for
Buddhist Children was_published
by the BCA in 1990 as a Chil-
dren’s Book with an accompa-
nying Teacher’s Book. Initially,
Linda was frustrated with the
efforts to publish these gathas
until Seattle Betsuin member
Ayako Horike graciously offered
to purchase the computer equip-
ment Linda needed. Rinban
Castro wishes to acknowledge
the late Mrs. Horike now since
her contribution was instrumen-
tal but anonymous at the time.
Besides “A Flower Grows,” the
book included “Silent in the
Temple,” “How Sweetly the Lo-
tus Grows,” “The Bodhi Tree,”
and “Ganjin’s Journey.” Linda’s
gathas have been especially
popular in Hawaii since she in-
troduced them there with Rev.
Castro in the 1990s. Hawaiians
especially liked “A  Special

In Remembrance of Linda Castro (Luebke)

Place” because of the lyrics “an
island in the sea” which they
took to mean Hawaii. In actual-
ity, the island referred to the
gabuton cushion each child sits
on in our children’s service. “A
Special Place” is also the theme
song of Buddhist Church of San
Francisco’s “A  Special Place
Summer Dharma School” and
the inspiration for its name.
Rev. provided
background information on the

Castro

revered Chinese priest Ganjin in
the Teachers’ Book for the song
“Ganjin’s Journey” and noted
that Ganjin’s story is beautifully
related in the novel The Roof Tile
of Tempyo by Yasushi Inoue,
translated into English by James
T. Araki. In the eighth century
after others had declined the
of Japanese envoys,
Ganjin agreed to make the peril-

request

ous journey from China to Japan
to establish Buddhist teachings.
Ganjin finally reached Japan in
754 after six attempts over a
twelve-year span. Rev. Castro
wrote, “Due to the deep devo-
Continued on Page 6
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Admiring the
Dharma Moon

By Rev. Kodo Umezu, Bishop

Did you see the total eclipse of the
moon last month? I sure did. I stayed up
late and watched the moon change shape.
I am sure many people are awed by the
wonder of the universe. Those who looked
at the moon had become one, regardless of
creed, race, social status, livelihood, age,
or gender. The moon brought everyone
together as one to admire the rare celestial
show.

This reminded me of an account that
I heard from the late Rev. Ejitsu Hojo.
Several decades ago, when the world-
famous Buddhist scholar, Dr. D. T. Suzuki
visited the Buddhist Churches of America,
Rev. Hojo had the privilege of taking him
around. One evening, Rev. Hojo was driv-
ing him to a temple where he was scheduled
to speak. It was a beautiful, moonlit night.
Dr. Suzuki, sitting next to Rev. Hojo, was
looking at the moon in the evening sky and
uttered, “I wonder how many people are
admiring this full moon tonight?”

Drt. Suzuki’s comment has, I believe,
deeper meaning than just admiring the full
moon. I don’t think he was just talking
about the moon. He must have had the
dharma in mind. His comment was direct-
ed at all of us. While he was admiring the
full moon, he was thinking of the dharma
moon and wishing that more people would
join him and look up to the dharma.

When we all look up to the same
dharma, we will truly become one; what
we call “the sangha.” While the light of
the sun is very bright and makes us see the
outer world, the light of the moon is not
so bright and allows us to pay more atten-
tion to outselves. Therefore, the dharma
is sometimes called the light of the moon.
Under the light of the dharma moon, we
can overcome our differences and share
the joy of receiving the light.

We, the members of the BCA, are one
under the dharma light. This dharma light is
the compassionate light of wisdom. Under
this light, we come to see ourselves being
perfectly imperfect. When we recognize
ourselves as such, we refrain from criticiz-
ing one another. We can see others as fel-
low travelers and companions if we live our
lives revering the dharma light. When we
receive the light of the dharma, we find the
right direction in our life. With the light of
Amida, we will find true contentment and
meaning in this life.

As the light of the moon reaches all
without discrimination, the dharma sheds
its light over all people. Let us together
revere the dharma moon and praise the
working of its light. Namu Amida Butsu.

Book Review:
“Light of the Dharma”

The Rev. Dr. Hoshu Matsub-
ayashi’s new book commemo-
rating his 77th year of life and
over 50 years of Buddhist
ministry, has recently published
book titled “Light of the
Dharma,” which exemplifies his
life work and his interpretation
of how he was touched by the
Buddha Dharma and the teach-
ings of Shinran Shonin.

In Chapter 11, he uses the acronym “KISB” (Keep It
Simple, Buddhists), to express his thoughts on the
poetry of Shinran in making his teaching simple and
basic, grounded in everyday experience. Dr. Matsub-
ayashi covers various Buddhist holidays using the same
approach, yet grounded in the doctrine. He also reveals
some personal accounts grounded in the Buddha and
Shinran’s teachings.

It was joy to read this endeavor of Rev. Dr. Matsubayashi
and | recommend it for all to read. It is available at the
BCA Bookstore.

Gassho,

Seigen Yamaoka

LIGHT of the DHARMA

Life is Maintenance: Back to Basics

We are what we think. All that we are arises with onr thoughts. With our thoughts
we make the world. Speak or act with an impure mind and tronble will follow

By Rev. Fumiaki Usuki
West Los Angeles
Buddhist Temple

As you may know, this is the
first passage from the Dhamma-
pada. As simple as it may seem,
it packs a mean punch. We may
nod our heads in agreement
that it speaks to us about life’s
struggles, yet we don’t really
heed its suggestion to correct
our attitudes. Thus we continue
to be absorbed in the ceaseless
human condition that binds us
to this delusional self.

We can’t sleep when our
minds are busy with anticipation
and worties and, as a result, we
become exhausted and try to
make do with what little wisdom
and energy we have. Life can be
filled with constant challenges.
Despite managing to live what
we call a good life, it is also

you...

complex. During times of stress
and doubt, we may be brought
to ask that eternal question,
“What is it all about?” This is
described in Buddhism as the
cycle of birth and death, which
is ever present.

Buddhism can be simple for
those who have learned to go
with the natural flow of life. Yet
many of us tend to make things
a little more complicated than
what we can handle. Is your life
a high maintenance life?

How do we go beyond sim-
ply agreeing with the idea that we
are what we think? Like the house
or garden that needs constant
care and maintenance, every life
requires careful examination and
infinite attention. It is when we
actually realize this is true that
a maintenance schedule is in
order. A human being runs like
any other well-oiled machine,
and only you know your indi-
vidual capabilities and nuances.
Itis of no use to hope that some
kind and generous person will
come to fix your problems, the
way they would a broken toilet.
No one carries the tools that
fit your requirements; only the

Buddha does.

Right effort can be quite
straightforward. It begins with
an unwavering attitude. This
attitude must be genuine and
without pretention. It is the
will and the sincere desire to be
more wholesome in mind and
body. Without the right attitude,
we can still be led astray by the
kind of irrationality and wishful
thinking that create more diffi-
culties. A sincere attitude allows
us to be inquisitive about our
own encounters and problems.
Why did I just say that? What
prompted me to do such thing?
What would Buddha do in my
situation? Such reflections sig-
nal a turning point in our lives.
Then all our actions become
natural, responsible, and caring,
and we are inspired to keep
learning more about ourselves.

As we grow and experience
the wisdom of the Dharma,
we begin to live a mindful and
focused life. It is a healthy and
natural process that mitigates
the need to be defensive. The
self blends with all things and
is freed from the bondage we
assumed was necessary. There

Dhammapada

is no ego and no selfish thought
that craves attention. Rather,
we feel the true liberation that
naturally blends into all things
and somehow we can breathe
again. People become people;
incidents are noticed but not
challenged. Not all situations
need an answer right at that
moment. We learn to give every-
thing a chance and the benefit
of the doubt.

Then when we hear the
phrase we are what we think, we
know exactly what it means. We
take it seriously; our agreement
is no longer an empty nod. We
become true Buddhists, realizing
that unless we become aware of
our own self at its most profound
level, we cannot learn anything.
Not knowing where to begin,
many of us lack the inspiration,
energy, or desire to give the
Dharma a chance. However, if
we listen deeply, we will be on the
path to continuous learning and
mindful living. There is always
enough time for such an experi-
ence. We should allow ourselves
to live life as it should be lived,;
fully and naturally, with humility
and gratitude.

Sharing Our Lives as Buddhists
A Conference for All Seeking the Light of
Enlightenment, Oct. 10-12, in Irvine, California

An exciting and fabulous conference is
awaiting you! Nine tremendous speakers
from various Buddhist traditions!

I am excited to invite everyone to “Shat-
ing our Life Stories as Buddhists,” the 43rd
national conference of the Federation of
Buddhist Women’s Associations (FBWA),
which is presented biannually to bring to-
gether members from across the country to
promote the Buddha Dharma. For the first
time ever, the FBWA is joining with the Bud-
dhist Churches of America Southern District
temples to study, share and network with
Buddhists of many traditions. The selected
theme binds all of us and touches us regard-
less of gender, age, orientation, or history.

Just as traveling to a different culture
teaches us about the uniqueness of our own
culture, learning about the different Bud-
dhist traditions helps us to better understand
our own tradition. We come to appreciate
that our view of the world is only one of
many. Through sharing our life stories as
Buddhists, we gain a deeper understanding
of our own tradition, our lives and the world.

Please join us from October 10 through
12, 2014, at the beautiful Hotel Irvine Jam-
boree Center, Irvine’s premier lifestyle hotel,
and share your life story along with the life
stories of our nine very special guest speak-
ers to learn, to share, and to be enlightened.

B R EOEES
SHARING OUR LIFE STORIES AS BUDDHISTS

0c 0-1 014 %
HOTE ENTER -

A CONFERENCE FOR ALL SEEKING THE LIGHT OF THE BUDDHA DHARMA
PRESENTE

BUDDHIST CHURCHES OF AMERICA
43RD CONFERENCE OF THE FEDERATION OF BUDDHIST WOMEN'S ASSOCIATIONS
SOUTHERN DISTRICT BUDDHIST CONFERENCE
SOUTHERN DISTRICT DHARMA SCHOOL TEACHERS LEAGUE - ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Form fbwa

For more information, email: fbwa_haru@
ymail.com. Flyers are downloadable at www.
bcasites.net/FBWA

Gassho,
Dianne Kujubu Belli,
FBWA President 2013-2014

Editor’s note: Registration for members of
BW.A chapters and Southern District temples are
available through their group’s contact. Individuals
who are not affiliated may register at buddhist-
churchesofamerica.org.
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BUDDHIST
WOMEN'S
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2015 World BWA Convention
“Embraced by the Oneness of Life”

2015 WORLD BUDDHIST WOMEN’S CONVENTION
CALGARY, CANADA MAY 30-31, 2015

Please visit: www.wbwconvention.com

Registration is open: 1st deadline: May 30, 2014

,fe Contact temple BWA representatives for important details.
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By Dr. Kent Matsuda
BCA President
Enmanji Buddhist Temple

President’s
Message

During  the brainstorming
sessions at the National Council
Meeting held in Bellevue, Washing-
ton this past February, there was a
request for a “State of the BCA”
address. This column is intended to
respond to that request.

One of the most pressing issues
facing the BCA is the four million
dollar loan we have with the BCA
Endowment Foundation. In 2007,
we initiated the first of three loans
with the BCA Endowment Founda-
tion. The first two loans were used
to remove lines of credit/loans
that we had with Union Bank of
California. The third loan was used
to pay off the last loan we had with
California Bank and Trust. All the
BCA  Endowment
loans have been consolidated into

Foundation

one loan. Since 2007, we have been
paying interest on the loan, but
none of the principal has been paid.
The loan comes due at the end of
June of this year.

Currently, the BCA will not be
able to pay off the loan when it
comes due. The BCA and the BCA
Endowment Foundation have had
discussions about renegotiating
the loan. One solution involves
the BCA Endowment Foundation
isolating the BCA funds held by
the BCA Endowment Foundation.
The BCA currently has about $8
million in funds held by the BCA
Endowment  Foundation.  The
BCA Endowment Foundation has
proposed a new arrangement with
the BCA, where all the BCA funds
will be placed in a special portfolio.
This portfolio would remove the
BCA funds from the rest of the
BCA Endowment Foundation’s
holdings. The BCA Endowment
Foundation would further isolate
$4 million of the BCA’s holdings
and would become the caretaker
of the isolated $4 million. As the
BCA pays back the $4 million, the
isolated money would come under
BCA control again.

In a future column, I will discuss
how the BCA will raise the money
to pay back the $4 million.

Lest you think that the BCA
has adequate cash to pay off the
BCA Endowment Foundation loan,
please realize that the BCA funds
currently in the BCA Endowment
Foundation are mostly endowed
accounts that are being held for a
single purpose. Most of the BCA
funds are designated for Buddhist
Education. The earnings on the
funds help BCA pay for programs
that are produced by the Center
for Buddhist Education and other
organizations throughout the BCA.
The principal amount in the funds
needs to remain intact. Having the
funds under the BCA Endowment
Foundation’s care means that the
BCA will be assessed a maintenance
fee, just like the temples’ custo-

dial accounts. This will decrease

The
State of
the BCA

the earnings that could be used for
our programs. The full impact of
this arrangement has not yet been
determined, but this issue will be
discussed at the National Board
Meeting this May.

BCA Headquarters staff has
recently been involved in making
adjustments on the way we admin-
ister the ministers’ 403(b) deferred
compensation money that comes
from the Hongwanji in Kyoto,
Japan. It appears that this problem
can be solved without jeopardizing
the money the ministers currently
hold in their own accounts.

With the advent of the Afford-
able Care Act earlier this year, the
BCA needed to provide ministers
with a new health insurance plan
since the Japanese American Citi-
zens League (JACL) policy that we
used previously was no longer going
to be offered. The current solution
to this plan involved designating
some temple ministers as employees
of the BCA. This way, they could
be offered another health insurance
policy regardless of which state
their temples were located in. Few
ministers are taking advantage of
this plan. Also, making the minis-
ters employees of the BCA may not
be the best solution to the problem.
We are continuing to work on this
issue.

Many new ideas were discussed
during the last National Council
Meeting brainstorming sessions.
Judy Kono, chair of the BCA Com-
munications Committee, is currently
working on many of the issues that
relate to communicating with BCA
members. Mrs. Kono is also trying
to get more religious materials out
on the Internet and in the form of
e-books. Her able committee has a
lot of work to do.

Next yeat’s National Council
Meeting will look different from
what we have done in the past. I
would like to see more activities
and sessions aimed towards BCA
members who are not delegates for
the meeting. I would like to see the
meeting look more like the district
conventions that are held in the
Northwest and Southern districts.
I would like to see a shorter busi-
ness meeting. To that end, Bishop
Umezu and I are trying to work
with the
in the Southern District to see if

organizing committee
we can have sessions that provide
BCA members with materials and
information that they can use at
their temples and in their capacities
as temple leaders. I will discuss this
in detail later in this year.

Finally, we will be making many
changes in the BCA Bylaws that will,
hopefully, make our bylaws more
concise and consistent in content.
This effort is being spearheaded by
Rick Stambul and will be discussed
at our upcoming National Board
Meeting.

NEW HOURS

BCA Bookstore is now open Wednesday to
Saturday, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Goin’ Down the Road

By Rev. Harry Gyokyo Bridge
Buddhist Church of Oakland

“The road” is a powerful met-
aphor. We find it in ancient Asian
cultures, whether in the Tao of
China or the Path of Buddhism.
We can also find it in popular
American culture, from simple
expressions like “hit the road”
(either as “time to go” or “get
out of here”), to On the Road by
Jack Kerouac, to the song “Life is
a Highway” from the movie Cars.

Itis interesting to note that the
“Tao” of Taoism simply means
“way” or “path.” This must have
helped when Buddhism entered
China, because Buddhism also
speaks of the spiritual life as a
path, or marga in Sanskrit. Bud-
dhism actually speaks of many
paths, including the Eightfold
Noble Path, the Middle Way, or
the distinction between the Path
of Sages and the Pure L.and Path.
This also contributes to the idea
that Buddhism is better described
as a “way of life” instead of as
a “religion.” “Way” can mean
a method or style of living, but
of course it can also refer to this
idea of path.

I am thinking about the road

and paths and travel today, be-
cause this morning I flew down
from Oakland to Orange County
for a meeting, and now I am flying
back home. I think this is my first
daytrip to Southern California!
Although tiring, it was also nice
not to have to think about what
clothes to bring—just my laptop
and iPhone. More importantly,
however, I am really amazed
and humbled when 1 realize
that many ministers have gone
on these kinds of trips over the
years in support of the Buddhist
Churches of America and for the
sake of the Dharma.

One of my favorite expres-
sions in Shinran’s writings is
ondobo/ ondogyo, sometimes trans-
lated as fellow practicers/fellow
travellers. To me, this ties into
the notion of the Pure Land Path
that I mentioned earlier. How-
ever, this path isn’t a solitary path
for me to walk alone; instead, I
walk it in the company of oth-
ers. Even as a minister, I am not
better than anyone else, I am not
more capable. Instead, I try and
learn from everyone, whether
other ministers, members, people
in my

community, long-time

friends, even people that I may

not particularly like.

In fact, I am not sure that
my fellow practicers and fellow
travellers necessarily need to
be Shinshu, or even Buddhist.
Instead, maybe it is better to
recognize that we are ALL on a
journey, regardless of religious
affiliation. This doesn’t
that I am not dedicated to Jodo
Shinshu. If anything, I find that
my pursuit of the Path of Jodo
Shinshu is strengthened by ALL
of my various interactions. May

mean

all of our journeys be fruitful,
may all beings be happy and well,
may we all attain great awakening
in the Pure Land of Peace and
Bliss.

Namo Amida Butsu

Reverend Earl Ikeda Joins BCA

The BCA is pleased to wel-
come Rev. Earl Tkeda as one of
its newest ministers. Born and
raised on the Island of Hawaii
in the city of Hilo, Rev. Ikeda is
married to Myra Ikeda and they
have a son, Brian.

A graduate of Hilo High
School in 1966, Rev. Ikeda

received a BA in Japanese from
the University of Hawaii at
Manoa. After working for a year
at the Offices of the Japanese
Consulate General in Honolulu,
an opportunity came to study in
Kyoto, Japan.
Through  the
sponsorship

introduction
and of Honpa
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii,
Sensei attended Ryukoku Uni-
versity and lived and studied at
Kaikyoshi Kenshu-sho, the Study
Center for Overseas Ministry. It
was there that he met many out-
standing ministers training to go
abroad. These ministers helped
him to gain and develop a deeper
understanding of Jodo Shinshu.
It was through their influence
that he entered Tokudo training
and received Tokudo Ordination
in 1972. Returning to Hawaii to
help with his family’s business,
Sensei was also requested to as-
sist at the Hilo Betsuin and other
temples within his hometown of

Hilo.

In 2000, he returned to Kyoto
to receive Kyoshi certification.
One year later, he received Kai-
kyoshi status from the Hongwanji
in Kyoto.

As a minister for the Honpa
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii,
Rev. Tkeda served several temples
throughout Hawaii including
West Kauai Hongwanji, Puna
Hongwanji (overseeing Naalehu
and Pahala temples), and Moiliili
Hongwanji Missions before retir-
ing on January 31, 2014 and com-
ing to the mainland. Sensei joined
the BCA on March 1, 2014 and
was assigned to the New York
Buddhist Church.

Rev. Ikeda’s interests include
wagashi (Japanese confectionary
making), Okinawan music and
dance, and shgjin ryori (monastic
cooking). Sensei looks forward
to continuing his ministry and
sharing the Dharma with the
members of the BCA.

Longmont Buddhist Temple
Highway 287 and Pike Road
Longmont, CO 80503

www.longmontbuddhism.org

Longmont Buddhist Temple

The Longmont Buddhist Temple was established in January 1925 as the Long-
mont Kyudokai by inspiring founding members: Kikutaro Mayeda, Kunihei
Miyasaki, Daijiro Furuiye, Motozo Matsuda, Seizo Fukaye, Goroku Kanemoto,
Toyokichi Kawano, and Kamekichi Shimoda. With only 20 families, in May
1929 they built Showa Hall in Lafayette to hold Buddhist services on a regular

basis.

They held Buddhist services with ministers from Denver Buddhist Church and
later became a branch of the Tri-State Buddhist Temples with services held on
a monthly basis. They conducted Japanese language classes during the summer
vacation in an effort to keep their children aware of their heritage. One of the
milestones of the Temple community was the granting of United States Citizen-

ship to some of the members in 1952.

To expand Buddhist services to reach the entire Longmont area, founding mem-
bers in 1955 ordered a beautiful altar from Japan. That altar today now resides in
the current building along with scrolls of Shinran and Rennyo from Japan which
were donated on behalf of George Kanemoto, son of Goroku Kanemoto. In 1969,
founders converted a former schoolhouse in Longmont into the current Long-
mont Buddhist Temple which provides a gathering place for Buddhist teachings.
Longmont Buddhist Temple received temple status from the BCA in 2010.

Note: This series introducing BCA temples correlates to the 2014 BCA Calendar.
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Interview: Rev. Nobuhiro Fukagawa, Kangaku

The following interview with Reverend Nobuhiro Fuka-
gawa, Kangaku, appeared in the Horin (Japanese section)
April 2014 Wheel of Dbharma. Rev. Fukagawa is a professor
of Jodo Shinshu Studies at Ryukoku University and was
recently appointed as a Kangaku of the Jodo Shinshu
Hongwanji-ha. Kangaku are considered the highest au-
thority for Jodo Shinshu doctrinal understanding. In
March 2014 Rev. Fukagawa gave a series of lectures for
the Institute of Buddhist Studies in Berkeley and at the
Spring Pacific Seminar in Gardena.

Photo by Glen Tao

Wheel of Dharma (The Wheel): Is this your first visit to the United States?

Rev. Fukagawa: This is my first trip to California. I have previously visited Ha-
wall on two occasions. In 1979, I spent one year there doing research for when I
was a doctoral student at Ryukoku University. I have many fond memories from
that time. Hongwanji ministers such as Rev. Shoin Hoashi, were very supportive
of me, and gave me opportunities to speak at many temples. This was a very en-
riching experience from my student years. I returned to Hawaii last year as a lec-
turer for a ministers’ seminar.

The Wheel: Who was your primary teacher at Ryukoku?

Rev. Fukagawa: Professor Takamaro Shigaraki. He is well known as having a
progressive interpretation of Jodo Shinshu. In contrast, I was also guided by my
father Rev. Rinyu Fukagawa, who also serves as a Kangaku, who is oriented in a
more traditional orthodoxy. I feel fortunate to have been influenced by their con-
trasting views in developing my appreciation of Shinran Shonin’s teachings.

The Wheel: I understand you are from Yamaguchi Prefecture.

Rev. Fukagawa: Yes, I am the 19th generation resident minister of my family’s
temple Sainen-ji in Nagato city. I commute to Kyoto to teach at Ryukoku Univer-
sity during the week, and on weekends I return to the temple to take care of my
ministerial duties.

The Wheel: Nagato city is well known as the home of a beloved Buddhist
poet, Misuzu Kaneko (1903-1930). With you and your father both being
Kangaku, it appears that Jodo Shinshu flourishes in your area.

Rev. Fukagawa: Yes, Shin Buddhism has been a major part of the religious life
of people in my home town for many generations. Jodo Shinshu priests from this
area have been encouraged to study the teachings and devoted to their ministry
because of the devoted followers who support them. Children raised in our area
seeing the devotion of their parents’ daily observances at their family obutsudan
(family Buddhist altar) come to appreciate spiritual life. Just bowing in gassho to the
Buddha becomes a natural and meaningful religious education for children.

The Wheel: Do you have children’s programs at your temple?

Rev. Fukagawa: When I was still a student at Ryukoku University I began a
summer retreat activity for children in my community. It has continued for over
forty years. Through this program children who had never interacted with priests,
other than when they attended memorial services, had the opportunity to see how
ministers were not strange people who dressed in black robes and conducted ritu-
als. In participating in the retreat with them the young people realized that minis-
ters were not so unusual after all. As they became familiar with the meaning of
what goes on in the temple they eventually became regular attendees to temple
activities.

The Wheel: What is the content of the retreat program?

Rev. Fukagawa: I introduce the basic rituals and etiquette of gassho, oshoko, and
sutra chanting. For the teachings I would talk about Shinran Shonin, and Amida
Buddha. After explaining the meaning of #adakimasu and gochisosama, I've heard
from parents that the children would say, “Mom, don’t forget to gassho before we
catl”

The Wheel: How do you teach children about Amida Buddha?

Rev. Fukagawa: Basically, I describe Amida Buddha as a Buddha who without
anger or judgment watches over us. Of course I explain that “watching over” is
not like a prison guard or a critic. Through the compassionate eyes of Amida Bud-
dha our mistakes and foolish acts are understood, without being condoned, [and]
are not condemned with punishment. This awareness of Amida Buddha provides
a sense of warmth and assurance.

However, some parents question this approach, and advise me to say that,
“The Buddha will punish (bachi) you when you do something wrong.” They feel
that this is how children can learn right from wrong. My response to them is to
recognize that as limited human beings we cannot help making mistakes. No mat-
ter how sincerely we try not to, we still make mistakes. Therefore, I am assured by
Amida Buddha who does not condemn and bring about bachi. Both children and
adults make mistakes, and find ourselves in situations over which we have no con-
trol, but Amida Buddha’s compassion never rejects us, accepting us as we are.
Through taking refuge or having faith in the Heart/Mind of Amida Buddha, we
enjoy a life of peace and understanding.

The Wheel: Lastly, what ate your thoughts on shinjin (awakening/
entrusting/faith)? Recently, as more people in the west are looking into
Jodo Shinshu, they are asking about shinjin in terms of how it happens, or
awareness of when it occurs.

Rev. Fukagawa: Essentially, it’s not that important to know when we receive
shinjin, because it is not a condition of Amida’s salvation. However, since each of
us has our unique characters and experience, we find that there are those who
have an awareness of Shinjin awakening, and others who don’t. As an example,
when I was younger I didn’t care for the taste of beer, but now I enjoy it. I don’t
recall when I began to like the taste, but gradually as I would have a beer at a
party, or during an ofoki (after memorial service meal) I acquired a taste for beer.
On the other hand, there are some people I know who can recall the first time
they really enjoyed how a beer tasted. Similarly, there are those who do not re-
member when they began to have a sense of shinjin, and others who can recall a
moment of awakening, such as, “When I was listening to a Dharma message at my
father’s memorial service.” The point of this example again, is not a matter of our
own memory ot determination. They are not conditions for Amida’s working to
save or awaken us. The essential issue is whether in this present moment we can
realize and appreciate Amida’s constant efforts to awaken us.

Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course - Monthly Essay

Visit: www.JSCC.cbe-bca.org for course details

As It Matures, What Do You Think Buddhism in
America Will Look Like?

By Rosalie May
Seattle Buddhist Church, Betsuin

“When we observe Buddhist history, we see that wherever Buddhism has
spread, it has merged with the native culture and taken new life and new
forms.”

— Dr. Alfred Bloom, Streams of Tradition: Buddhism, East to West

What new life and new forms will American Buddhism take? In the digital age
Buddhism is spreading rapidly among Americans, in a variety of different ways. As
motre Americans become aware of and convert to Buddhism, Buddhism is bound to
change. Dr. Alfred Bloom and Dr. Ken Tanaka have laid out their ideas on the future
of American Buddhism, believing it will be democratic and based in American ideals
such as freedom and equality.

Dr. Bloom says:
“American Buddhism will be based in American values such as freedom,
equality, the value of the person, a social awareness and pursuit of justice
and peace. It will be non-discriminating and accepting of people regardless
of race, gender and sexual orientation. It will be democratic, developing
indigenous leadership. It will be marked by environmental awareness and
economic justice.”

Similarly, in his article in Dbarma World vol. 38, Dr. Tanaka describes six charac-
teristics that set American Buddhists apart from traditional Asian Buddhists: Democ-
racy, Engagement, Rationalization, Privatization, Present Life, and Humor. I think
some of the American attributes that they both mention point to the direction in
which American Buddhism is taking. I also think that American culture will permeate
American Buddhism.

Democracy and Equality Democracy is a thoroughly American ideal. In terms
of Buddhism, this includes equality for women, particulatly in leadership roles, and
equality between monks and laypeople. It also includes racial equality. The absence of
monks in Jodo Shinshu gives it a head start as far as that is concerned, but other sects of
Buddhism set monks apart from laypeople. Women growing up in America are being
raised to consider themselves equal to men, and women will bring that desire for
equality into Buddhist temples and meditation centers, where women may not have
previously held positions of leadership. American is made up of many different races,
and Americans from all races will want to become Buddhists, though in many Asian
countries race can separate religion. I expect to see more women leaders in American
Buddhism, more equality between leaders and laypeople, and a racial mixture in Bud-
dhist organizations.

Rationalization The philosophical and psychological aspects of Buddhism are
studied and used by Buddhists and non-Buddhists alike in America. The Institute of
Buddhist Studies even offers a Certificate in Buddhism and Contemporary Psychology.
Americans are taught to think rationally about the world, and Buddhism does not con-
tradict that in any way. I expect American Buddhism will become a more scientific and
less mystical Buddhism than it is in Asian countries, and that Buddhism and psychol-
ogy will become even more popular.

Social and Environmental Awareness Social engagement is an important part
of Buddhism everywhere, but it is more pronounced in America. Helping the environ-
ment is very popular right now, and Buddhist temples are embracing environmental-
ism as it represents the Buddhist idea of interdependence. For instance, Rinban Castro,
a Jodo Shinshn minister in Seattle, started the group “Eco Sangha”, which encourages all
Buddhists to engage in ecological conservation. Expressing compassion to all living
things manifests as helping the poor and the weak. I believe American Buddhism will
have strong environmental and social justice aspects.

Privatization The individualism that most Americans highly value comes
through in their religion as well. Many consider religion to be a private affair, unlike in
Asian cultures where it is more family and community centered. I don’t think that Bud-
dhist temples and centers will go away in America, but I do think individual worship
will be a popular expression of American Buddhism.

I think American Buddhism will involve more equality, will focus less on the
mystical and more on the scientific aspects, will involve more civic engagement, and
will allow for more private practices. I think in addition to these qualities of American
Buddhism, American customs will become a large part of American Buddhism. Some
sects of Buddhism, like Jodo Shinshu, have already had to make these changes in the face
of discrimination. In many ways Jodo Shinshu has already begun to adapt to American
customs. If you were raised Christian and you walk into a Jodo Shinshu church in Amer-
ica, it will seem familiar to you. Neatly lined rows of pews invite you to sit. If you stay
for the service, you will sing hymns (gathas) you will hear a sermon (dharma talk) and
the whole thing will be lead by priests (ministers) who wear special robes and some-
times speak Latin (Japanese). Partway through the service, the children will be dis-
missed for Sunday school (Dharma school). I hope that future adaptations of Ameri-
can culture into Buddhism are not based on fear and discrimination, but on simply
making Buddhist centers more comfortable for Americans. This way, everyone who
wants to has the opportunity to hear the Dharma of the Buddha, difficult though that
may be.

Nanro Amida Butsn

Rosalie May is enjoying ber newly married life to fellow minister’s assistant Matt May. She is grateful
10 be studying under Rinban Castro at Seattle Betsuin.

2014 BCA YAC SUMMER
RETREAT July 7-13, 2014

For Ages 15-18 Years

For information, contact Rev. Patti
Oshita, poshita@comcast.net

Hosted by the Sacramento Betsuin.
Sponsored by the Youth Advocacy Committee
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Join George Takei and Presenters from Across the US
“Being Gay, Being Buddhist”
A Seminar for the Whole Sangha
Pieper and Lois Toyama to speak on “Parenting our LGBTQ Children”

On June 28, 2014, CBE will present a half-day seminar focusing on Shin
Buddhism and the LGBTQ community: Being Gay, Being Buddbist, with keynote
speaker George Takei, guest speakers Pieper and Lois Toyama (HI), and presenta-
tions by Hoshina Seki, President of the American Buddhist Study Center (NY),
Fred Pelger, Minister’s Assistant at the Tacoma Buddhist Temple (WA), and
Elaine Donlin, Ministet’s Assistant at the Buddhist Church of San Francisco (CA).
Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara, Co-Director of the Buddhist Churches of America
(BCA) Center for Buddhist Education (CBE) will be the moderator. The event
will be from 10 am to 3 pm (registration opens at 9:30 am) at the Jodo Shinshu
Center, 2140 Durant Avenue, Berkeley, California. Registration information is at
www.BuddhistChurchesof America.org. The BCA member rate is $30 until May
28. Seating is limited and early registration is encouraged. This event is open to the
public. For information, email: cbe@bcahq.otg or phone: (510) 809-1460.

George Takei, actor, social justice activist, social media mega-power and
author, will be the keynote speaker. He is not a stranger to the BCA. Growing up,
he attended Senshin Buddhist Temple in Southern California. As a UC Berkeley
student, he attended the Berkeley Buddhist Temple (see April issue of the Wheel of
Dharma). He was the distinctive voice narrating the Jodo Shinshu Center fundrais-
ing video created nearly ten years ago. And George Takei and his partner, Brad,
were married in 2008 by Rev. William Briones, BCA Rimban (head minister, Los
Angeles Betsuin).

“Parenting Our LGBTQ Children” will be the topic of the guest speakers, a
dynamic husband and wife team based in Hawaii. Pieper Toyama is the Head
Master Emeritus of the Pacific Buddhist Academy, and the President of the
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Ha-
wail (Hawaii Kyodan). Lois To-
yama has been a school teacher
and education advocate for dec-
ades and is currently the Second
Vice President of the Hawaii Fed-
eration of Buddhist Women’s As-
sociations. Both are members of
the Jikoen Hongwanji Mission in
Oahu.

Pieper Toyama is the found-
ing head of the Pacific Buddhist
Academy. This high school, in its
tenth year, is the first Shin Buddhist high school in the Western Hemisphere. One
of the primary missions of the school is to develop students with the courage and

Pieper and Lois Toyama

skills to nurture peace within themselves, in their communities, and in the world.
Peace education is integrated into every facet of the school’s curriculum and op-
erations, which are driven by the values of gratitude, compassion, mindfulness,
and unconditional acceptance of others.

In 2010, when the state of Hawaii’s governor vetoed a civil union law that
had been passed by the legislature, the Hawaii Kyodan affirmed its support for gay
rights and sponsored grassroots education through personal stories (Hawaiian
‘talk story’ style). The Toyamas, along with others, shared family stories of provid-
ing unconditional love and support for their LGBTQ children.

In a Honoluln Star Advertiser article (10/23/2010), Pieper Toyama shared that
when their daughter finally came out to them after high school, they were greatly
relieved that “she was free to be her true self and live openly with her partner...
The people who are important to her are part of our family. Our lives are so much
richer for that.” Furthermore, he continues, “my wife and I decided we were not
going to be silent anymore. There were so many years that we were so quiet. The
Buddhists are quite silent on the subject, even though the teachings are clear on
the equality of all people and how interdependent they are.” Having decided to
speak out, he concludes, “It’s (been) great. We are finally living the teachings. My
wife and I believe (that) the more people learn (about gay people), we are able to
create more and more safe places for our kids to share who they are.”

CBE Co-Director’s Message:
The Parable of the Lost Son

by Rev. Marvin Harada, CBE Co-director

Recently I read a wonderful story that comes from the Lofus Sutra, from my
readings of the writings of Rev. Haya Akegarasu, a Jodo Shinshu minister of the
Higashi Honganji tradition. Rev. Akegarasu read numerous books of philosophy,
the Bible, Confucious, literature, and of course, many Buddhist texts. He often
quotes passages from a variety of sources in his books. I would like to share this
story of a lost son that originates in the Lofus Sutra, a Mahayana sutra.

Once there was a wealthy man, whose son became lost when he was a small
boy. He did not find his son for many years, but one day he saw his son. His son
was a poor peasant, and when the wealthy father approached the boy, the boy ran
away out of fear, wondering what such a wealthy man would want with him.

The wealthy man then asked another person to hire his son to work for him
cleaning the bathrooms in his house. The boy was hired and worked at cleaning
bathrooms. Eventually, the wealthy man had the boy promoted to cleaning other
rooms in the house. In time, the wealthy man revealed to the boy that he was
really his long lost son. The boy, having been touched by the heart of his father,
now realized that he was truly in his own home.

This beautiful story can be interpreted in many ways. We are like the lost
son, wandering aimlessly trying to find our true self, our true home. The wealthy
man is a metaphor for the Buddha, trying to bring us home. It takes time, and we
are skeptical at first. We even might run away from our first exposure to a real
teacher or someone who encourages us to seek the path. Initially, we have to do
something, like read books, attend services, listen to sermons, recite the Nembutsu,
the way the boy had to clean the bathrooms. But in time, we come to discover our
true self, our true home, our true spiritual parent.

Although this story appears in the Losus Sutra, not a Jodo Shinshu sutra, to
me, the story can be interpreted in a Shin Buddhist manner that expresses the
spiritual journey of the Nembutsu.

The Dharmakara Series: Our Lifelong Learning Challenge

INTRODUCTION TO THE SANBUTSU-GE:
Gatha (verses) in Praise of the Buddha (Part 4)

by Rev. John Iwohara

This is the continuation of a series of articles on the Sanbutsu-ge.
The reader is also encouraged to visit the on-line site: Dharmanet.org

http://www.dharmanet.org/coursesM/Shin/|.html

Sanbutsu-ge literally means “Gatha in praise of the Buddha.” The praise that be-
comes the contents of the Sanbutsu-ge is the praise that Amida Buddha as a Bodhi-
sattva gave to the Buddha who first shared the Dharma with him. In other words, the
Sanbutsu-ge gives the background story behind how the Wheel of Dharma was first
turned by Amida Buddha.

In the previous article I talked about how the Dharma taught by Sakyamuni Bud-
dha, and in particular the Dharma found in the Larger Sutra, can still be heard as part
of the living tradition that is Jodo Shinshu. It is a Dharma that is specifically designed
for the “foolish” person as represented by Ananda. It is a Dharma that helps us to see
how even an ordinary person can still do extraordinary things. Some of the extraordi-
nary things that we can do is help a person hear the Vow of the Buddha, help lead a
person to understand that their life is embraced and not forsaken, and to help some-
one meet with an entire tradition that spans centuries of time. We can do all this with
each and every utterance of Nawo Amida Butsu. Part of the reason why we continue to
chant the Sanbutsu-ge is because it is a verse that informs us of the arising of the Vow
of Amida Buddha or the source of the Nenbutsu that is shared as Namo Amida Butsu.

In talking about the Sanbutsu-ge more directly, however, we are told that previ-
ously there were fifty-three other Buddha who, in succession, constantly shared the
Dharma. Following these fifty-three Buddha, the Buddha Lokesvararaja appeared. The
name Lokesvararaja becomes S¢jizaion in its Chinese translation, or “Sovereign Mon-
arch of the World.” We are further told that there was a King who, upon hearing the
Dharma being presented by The Sovereign Monarch of the World Buddha, is so
moved by the message that he decides right there and then to abandon his Kingdom
and his Kingship. He becomes the monk Dharmakara. Dharmakara becomes Houzou
in its Chinese translation, or “Dharma Storehouse” in English. It is this Bodhisattva
who will address The Buddha Sovereign Monarch of the World, and praise him in the
verse that we have come to know as the Sanbutsu-ge.

Before actually talking about the verse itself, it is important to consider the mean-
ing of the names that have been introduced to us by the Sanbutsu-ge. I would like to
do this because names have particular importance in understanding the doctrinal nu-
ances of Pure Land Buddhism, especially because Pure Land Buddhism focuses on the
Name of Amida Buddha, ot Namo Amida Butsn. The names that we have been intro-
duced to in this truth-revealing narrative are Lokesvararaja and Dharmakara.

Lokesvararaja is the Buddha who is given the name of “Sovereign Monarch of
the World.” This Buddha is the teacher of the Bodhisattva who would later become
Amida Buddha. One might ask, “We were introduced to fifty-three previous Buddha,
so why would this Buddha be the one who opens up the Dharma to Bodhisattva
Dharmakara?” One reason is because prior to becoming Dharmakara, the Bodhisattva
was once a King himself. Dharmakara meets with Lokesvararaja whose name suggests
that he is the “King of Kings.” This King, however, because he is a Buddha has no
army, no kingdom, and because of this possesses no material treasures. This King,
therefore, cannot conquer an external enemy nor can he manipulate a potential alliance
with the promise of material wealth. How, then, does Lokesvararaja Buddha become
the King of Kings?

Because Lokesvararaja is incapable of conquering an external enemy, the focus of
the King of Kings has to be the conquering of the self. The conquered self is no longer
attached to the ego. It is the “egoless” self, or the self of “non-ego.” This egoless self is
important because this self understands one of the fundamental Buddhist tenets, or the
idea that all manifestation (existence) is non-substantive. In other words, it is the self that
understands that nothing, including the self, can exist in and of itself. It is the self that
understands that all existence is due to limitless causes and conditions. It is, for exam-
ple, what allows Sakyamuni Buddha to know of the fifty-three Buddha prior to Lokes-
vararaja Buddha. How does the Buddha, the Sovereign Monarch of the World, con-
quer the self? The only thing that Lokesvararaja has at his disposal is the truth of the
Dharma. It is because the Buddha imparts the Truth, a truth that can liberate all of
humanity and deliver the greatest of riches, that he is able to become the King of
Kings and help Dharmakara onto the path of the Buddha-Dharma.

The second name we are introduced to is Dharmakara, or Dharma Storehouse.
Although this part of the narrative comes after the conclusion of the Sanbutsu-ge, we
are told of how Dharmakara asks Lokesvararaja Buddha to explain the Dharma to him
fully so that he can achieve Enlightenment. In reply, the Buddha says to the Bodhi-
sattva that he should already know how to accomplish this task. The Bodhisattva tells
the Buddha that he cannot because it is too broad and deep for him to comprehend.
The Buddha then consents to the request and tells the Bodhisattva that fulfilling the
Path is like reaching the wondrous treasures at the bottom of a great ocean that a per-
son is able to reach after scooping out the water of that ocean one cup at a time over
many kalpa!. In this explanation, the Buddha seems to be telling the Bodhisattva that
the path he seeks will be arduous. It is as if the Buddha is asking the Bodhisattva, “Are
you preparedr”

After this, the Buddha then explains the positive and negative aspects of the be-
ings and the coarse and refined aspects of the different Buddha-Lands to the Bodhi-
sattva. After this, the story goes on to tell us that the Bodhisattva then spent five kalpa
of contemplation to formulate his forty-eight Vows, which he then related to the Bud-
dha. Following this declaration of his forty-eight Vows, the Bodhisattva then speaks in
verse to reiterate the intent of his Vows. This verse is commonly known as the Jusei-ge,
or “Gatha (verses) of the Repeated Promises.” After having fulfilled his Vows, the
Bodhisattva becomes the Buddha Amida.

Although this is basically the narrative found in the first section of the Larger
Sutra, the name Dharmakara is significant. When Lokesvararaja tells the Bodhisattva
that he already knows how to become a Buddha, it is because he already had within
himself the entire Dharma Storehouse. The question then becomes why is this person
only a Bodhisattva and not a Buddha? What is the difference? In next month’s issue I
would like to spend a little more time talking about the meaning of Dharmakara.

"Kalpa is a measurement of time. 1t measures an extremely long period of time.
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What the Institute of Buddhist Studies Means to Me

By Rev. Jerry K. Hirano, IBS Class of 1984

When I think about what the Institute of
Buddhist Studies (IBS) means to me, it has
nothing to do with the physical structure,
although the Jodo Shinshu Center is an
incredible facility for IBS to use. However
my personal experience with the essential
nature of IBS has manifested in more than
four different physical locations. IBS is not
about facilities, but about people sharing
their lives to reflect a Jodo Shinshu lifestyle.

My first contact with IBS was at an
outreach seminar at the Buddhist Church
of Ogden in the mid ’70s. It was there I
met Rev. Haruyoshi Kusada. Rev. Kusada

was the first person I met who seemed to
manifest all the qualities of a person of
shinjin. He was someone 1 admired and
believed could help me decide what to do
with my life.

After graduating from the University of
Utah, I moved to Berkeley to enroll at IBS.
At that time IBS was on Haste Street; that
building is now a dormitory for students.
I worked at Berkeley Bowl market during
the mornings and early afternoons. In
the late afternoons, early evenings, and
one full day a week, I would take classes.
They were wonderful classes taught by
a variety of people: Bhante Seelawimala,
Rev. Toshio Murakami, Dr. Leo Pruden,
Rev. Shojo Oi, Rev. Hoshu Matsubayashi,
and many others. Their knowledge of Bud-
dhism and how it related to my life was so
inspirational. Throughout those years, Rev.
Kusada continued to be the heart of IBS.
I don’t remember any particular teaching
from him, but his presence and kindness
transformed and touched me more than any
formal lecture could.

I was fortunate to graduate from IBS
and further my studies in Japan, as was the
norm for American-born ministers back
then. However, the connection to IBS and,
in particular, Mr. Hiroji Kariya, was a huge
influence and inspiration. He was neither a
minister, nor the son of a minister, nor a

Buddhist scholar. However, when he visited
us students in Japan, he would talk about
his inspiring vision for Jodo Shinshu in
America and how we former IBS students
were a large part of that vision.

When I returned to Buddhist Churches
of America (BCA) as a minister, Rev. Rus-
sell Hamada convinced me to become a
member of the IBS board of trustees. Over
the past twenty something years as a board
member, I have had the pleasure to serve
with many wonderful lay members and
ministers. However, Mr. Hiroji Kariya as
the chairman of the IBS board of the trust-
ees for many of those years has remained an
inspiration to me.

These two individuals, Rev. Haruyoshi
Kusada who nurtured us students and Mr.
Hiroji Kariya who shared an inspiring vi-
sion, made a huge difference in my life and
thinking about IBS. These two individuals
manifest the pillars of what IBS means to
me: teachers and ministers guiding and
sharing with students their sincerity and
knowledge, and members of the BCA who
believe in this mission of leaving a dynamic
Shinshu legacy for future generations.
Although the physical structure and size of
the institution has changed over the years,
the fundamental qualities of nurturing fu-
ture BCA ministers by lay and clergy remain
the heart of IBS.

FRIENDS OF IBS MINISTERIAL

SCHOLARSHIFP FUND
Friends of IBS . . . Here's Why

Join the

Over the years, the
support of the Buddhist
Churches of America
(BCA) leadership and
its members has been
the key to the growing
the
current Institute of
Buddhist Studies (IBS)
as the learning center
for BCA ministers. For
that, we must be thankful.

Here is a list of IBS educated ministers:
Rev. Kodo Umezu, Bishop, BCA; Rev.
Oakland; Rev.
William Chugan Briones, Los Angeles,
Rev. Donald Dosan Castro,
Seattle, Spokane, Yakima; Rev. Dennis

development of

Harry Gyokyo Bridge,

Arizona;

Joshin Fujimoto, Idaho-Oregon; Rev. Ken
Kenshin Fujimoto, San Jose; Rev. Gregory
Jundo Gibbs, Portland; Rev. Marvin Kenji
Harada, Orange County, Vista; Rev. Carol
Myokei Himaka, Southern Alameda Coun-

ty; Rev. Jerry Kyosei Hirano, Salt Lake,
Ogden, Honeyville; Rev. Ronald Kengu
Kobata, San Francisco, Enmanji, Marin;
Rev. Dean Myosei Koyama, Palo Alto; Rev.
David Ryoe Matsumoto, IBS, Berkeley;
Rev. Ronald Gutei Miyamura, Midwest,
Cleveland; Rev. Naomi Seijo Nakano, San
Luis Obispo, Guadalupe; Rev. Bob Bombu
Oshita, Sacramento, Marysville, Placer; Rev.
Kurt Kyosei Rye, Ekoji; Rev. Alan Myojo
Sakamoto, Fresno; Rev. Dennis Hosei Shin-
seki, Monterey; Rev. Fumiaki Tamon Usuki,
West Los Angeles, Oxnard, Santa Barbara;
and Rev. Patricia Jisho Usuki, San Fernando
Valley, Pasadena. Also serving are recently
assigned Rev. Kenji Shojun Akahoshi, San
Diego; and Rev. Diana Hojun Thompson,
Tri-State/Denver, who will receive their
Kaikyoshi status in the near future.

I recently learned that Rev. Lee Rosen-
thal of the Pasadena Buddhist Church has
just retired. Indeed, he is already settled
back in Colorado. Congratulations, Sensei

Rosenthal!

Do you all see what I am getting at? The
BCA ministers who were taught and men-
tored by my generation are retiring. Out of
the list you see above, many will consider
retirement in the next five to ten years. Not
many people realize that it takes a minimum
of three years of full-time study toward a
Masters Degree, in addition to preparation
to qualify for two levels of ordination. This
is why I feel a sense of urgency in trying to
establish this annual giving fund to support
the studies and ministry preparation of our
ministerial aspirants. So please consider a
small amount that you can afford to con-
tribute each year, because this will ultimately
help us all in keeping our temples going.

Thank youl!

Gassho,

Rev. Seigen Yamaoka

Vice President for Development,
Institute of Buddhist Studies

Yes! Please count me in as a Friend of the Institute of Buddhist Studies. 1 understand that the Friends of IBS
Ministerial Scholarship Fund (MSF) will be used directly to support the endeavors of our BCA ministers of tomorrow,
who wish to study at the Institute of Buddhist Studies. Checks can be made payable to IBS, with the notation
“Friends of IBS MSF” on the memo line. Please note that your contributions to the Institute of Buddhist Studies are

tax deductible.

Name (Myr., Mrs., Ms., Dr., Rev.)

This donation is from my organization

Address
City State ___ Zip code Phone ( )
E-mail Temple affiliation

IBS is a duly recognized charitable organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Linda Castro

Continued from Front Page

tion of Buddhist missionaries
like the Buddha
Dharma has now circled the
earth. As part of that effort,

Ganjin,

the Jodo Shinshu priests
Reverends Shuye Sonoda and
Kakuryo Nishijima arrived

in San Francisco in 1899 to
serve what later became the
Buddhist Churches of Amert-
ica. They were responding to
a petition sent to the Hompa
Hongwanji in Japan the year
before by a group of Japanese
immigrants. In the petition
are the words, ‘Our burning
desire to hear the Dharma is

about to explode from every
pore in our body....” May we
be reminded of, and join in
these
as we sing praise to their ef-
forts on our behalf.” We in
Seattle think “the sun break-
ing through a gray and misty

powerful sentiments

canopy” refers to our area
and remember Linda fondly

when we sing “Ganjin’s Jour-
ney.”

The Seattle Betsuin sangha
extends our condolences to
Linda’s family, including her
sons and daughters-in-law
Quincy and Caitlin Castro

and Ted and Hanine Castro.

In gassho.

Institute of Buddhist
Studies Friends

of IBS Ministerial
Scholarship Fund

The Institute of Buddhist Studies
would like to gratefully acknowledge the
following individuals, families and organi-
zations for their generous support of the
Friends of IBS Ministerial Scholarship
Fund. The total collected from January 1,
2014 through April 28, 2014 is $12,150.

Angeles Investment Advisors, LLC
Anonymous

Rev. Donald and Mrs. Shuri Castro
Rev. Marvin and Mrs. Gail Harada
Ms. Rosie Kakuuchi

Rev. Ronald and Mrs. Sayoko Kobata
Rev. Dean and Mrs. Linda Koyama
Rev. Katsuya and Mrs. Ayano Kusunoki
Rev. Christine Marr

Mrs. Chiyoko Masumoto

Mr. Jeffery Matsuoka

Rev. Nobuo and Rev. Yoshiko Miyaji
Dr. Leroy and Mrs. Barbara Hedani Morishita
Mr. and Mrs. Ittsei Nakagawa

Mrs. Mary Nakamura

Dr. Richard K. Payne

Rev. Laverne and Mrs. Helen Sasaki
Ms. Linda Shiozaki

Rev. Diana Thompson

Rev. Fumiaki Usuki

Ms. Jane Yagade

Rev. Haruo and Mrs. Shigeko Yamaoka
Mr. Raymond and Mrs. Caroline Yamasaki
Mrs. Teruko Yoshikawa

Ms. Nancy Yoshioka

SPECIAL TRIBUTES...

Anonymous Donor
In Memory of Rev. Takashi Hirose

Rev. Donald and Mrs. Shuri Castro
In Memory of Rev. Phillip K. Eidemann
In Memory of Rev. Haruyoshi Kusada

Rev. Dean and Mrs. Linda Koyama
In Commemoration of 25 years of BCA Ministry

Dr. Leroy Morishita and Mrs. Barbara Hedani Morishita
In Honor of Mrs. Kayoko Fujimoto ~

Happy Birthday Wishes!
In Honor of the late Rev. Hogen Fujimoto

Bump...

Continued from Front Page

work, who was practicing best livelihood
and so forth. It felt like I had entered the
spiritual Olympics! And so I moved on to
another Buddhist tradition, but again was
put off by what felt like stark surround-
ings and meditators who seemed to scowl
between sittings. A little too intense for me
and again I dropped out.

I now realize that many of the bumps
on the road were due to my own shortcom-
ings as a foolish being. Focusing only on
what felt like negatives, I overlooked the
beauty inherent in these traditions. I now
know that every tradition has something
precious to offer and, had I opened my
heart, I may have been more aware of my
misdirected judgments toward others and
more open to the essential dharma.

The road was to become severely
bumpy. My mother was ill and work stress
was becoming horrendous. One day, feel-
ing like I was at the edge of a cliff, I began
reading Hiroyuki Itsuki’s book Tariki and
something shifted within me. I learned
about the Other Power path of Nembutsu.
I began to recognize my vain attempts to
rely on self power. What I needed to do
was relax and let go, like the sailor men-
tioned in Tanaka’s book. Doing this, I was
better able to handle the eventual death of
my mother. I also became more skilled at
managing life and Trusting and Thanks-
giving becoming my practice. And as my
partner constantly reminds me, it does
require practice! While the First Noble
Truth affirms that it will remain bumpy,
life is ultimately good and I feel grateful
to have finally arrived at my true spiritual
home. Kieshiki symbolized this return and
welcome home. Namu Amida Butsu.
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