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A Special Tribute to a Great Spiritual Leader:
Reverend Chikai Yosemori,
1932-2016

By Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop

A great leader passed away on
April 13,2016 at the age of 84. He is
Rev. Chikai Yosemori, the founder
of the very first Hongwanji-affiliat-
ed Buddhist high school in Hawaii.
He served as the 14th Bishop of
the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of
Hawaii from March 1976 to Febru-
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During his term, I served as the Executive Assis-

tant to Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) Bishop

Hakubun Watanabe. I had many wonderful opportuni-

ties to work with Bishop Yosemori. He had a great
dream of seeing youth bring peace to the world through
Buddhist values and spirit. To make this happen, he
wanted to create a Buddhist high school.

Whenever we were in Kyoto to meet with Hong-
wanji officials, Bishop Yosemori spoke with passion
about the idea of a Buddhist high school in Hawaii,
while Bishop Watanabe and I expressed our own wish
for an educational center in Berkeley. We understood
and supported each other’s wishes and ideas.

According to the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin
news release dated April 18, 2016, “Yosemori’s dream
was to develop graduates who had the courage to nur-
ture peace and the ability to recognize the uniqueness of
every person, culture, country, and religion.”

His determination bore fruit in 2003, when the first
students were welcomed at the newly created Pacific
Buddhist Academy (PBA). Since then, the PBA has sent
many students out into the world. They are realizing his
dream.

Rev. Yosemori did not die. He continues to live on
in the realization of the Pacific Buddhist Academy and
in the hearts of its graduates. I would like to express my
deepest appreciation to Rev. Yosemori for his determi-
nation to plant seeds of peace in the world. I, too, strive
to emulate his spirit and help nurture people, young
and old, who come to the BCA Jodo Shinshu Center
in Berkeley to attend a variety of educational programs
and events.

Buddhist Churches of America
Jodo Shinshu Center 10th Anniversary Commemogation Series
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The BCA Bookstore
Windows to the World of Jodo Shinshu

The BCA Bookstore, founded in 1959 by the late
Bishop Kenryu Tsuji, began a new chapter with the
opening of the Jodo Shinshu Center. Above, Mrs.
Sakaye Tsuji, reflects on the BCA Bookstore’s early
years with daughter, Maya Lawrence, in the film,
“Streams of Light - Shin Buddhism in America.” See
article on page 4 and calendar on page 5.

Jodo Shinshu Center 10th Anniversary Series

Congratulations to 2016 IBS Graduates!

Top row, left to right: Rev. Dr. David
Matsumoto, Dr. Richard K. Payne,
Thomas R. Calobrisi, Master of Arts
(MA), Kenneth L. Wilson, Buddhist
Chaplaincy Certificate (BCC), Alistair
Shanks (MA and BCC), Dr. Scott
Mitchell, Dr. Daijaku Kinst, and Rev.
Dr. Seigen Yamaoka. Front row, left to
right: Mr. Richard Endo (IBS Board of
Trustees, Chair), Rev. Yoshinari Hemmi
(Ryukoku Exchange Program), Joanne
Laurence (MA and BCC), Todd Jordan
(MA and BCC), Pitt “Toby” Visessuk
(MA and BCC), Dr. Riess Potterveld
(President, Graduate Theological
Union), Rev. Kodo Umezu (President,
IBS Board of Trustees and Bishop,
Buddhist Churches of America).

On May 20, 2016, the Institute of Buddhist Studies Commencement took place at the BCA Jodo
Shinshu Center. See page 6 for article.

2016 Vesak Greetings from President Obama

Editor’s Note: This year, for the first time in bistory, VVesak has been acknowledged by President Barack Obama and other government officials
including the governors of California, New York and Maryland. Various religions groups, including the White House Vesak 2016 Committee,
have been working on this effort.

The White House - May 20, 2016
Statement by the President on the Celebration of Vesak

Michelle and I extend our warmest wishes to Buddhists in the United States and around the wotld in their celebration of
Vesak, a day honoring the birth, enlightenment, and passing of Buddha. During this season, we reflect on Buddha’s universal
teachings of peace, service, and recognition of common humanity shared values that also bind us all as Americans. This occa-
sion gives us an opportunity to commemorate the many contributions of Buddhists to our progress and to recommit ourselves
to building a brighter future for all communities, cultures, and religions. As we come together in hope for wisdom, courage, and
compassion, our family sends our best wishes during this season.

Buddhism & Scouting: 190 Seek Buddhist Awards

By Richard Odagawa, Los Angeles
Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple %%? //’ s
NATIONAL BUDDHIST COMMITEE ON SCOUTING

Visit www.bcascouting.org

Scouting in Buddhist Churches of
America (BCA) temples has been around
for as long as anyone can remember.

Scouting brings families to our temples,

offers outdoor experiences and leadership
opportunities to our youth, and provides
a valuable workforce at many of our func-
tions. Presently we have 32 active scout-
ing units in six districts throughout the
Buddhist Churches of America. It’s hard
for many of us to imagine our temples
without scouting.

The BCA Scouting Committee was
originally created around 1954. It existed
exclusively as a support committee for all
of the BCA scouting units. For reasons
we are not sure of, it disbanded for a few
years and then was reorganized in 1983

by Tak Obata and Roy Iwamoto. The
responsibilities have since widened and
now, as the National Buddhist Com-
mittee on Scouting, it is recognized as
the official administrator of all Buddhist
religious awards for the Boy Scouts of
America (BSA), Girl Scouts of the United
States of America, and the Camp Fire
Organization.

The committee’s religious awards
programs have become a vehicle for
national outreach for all Buddhist tradi-
tions in America. Hundreds of scouts
and Camp Fire youth have completed

the courses and proudly wear the medals
on their uniforms. Currently 190 boys
and girls throughout the United States
are actively participating in the Sangha
Award (Boy Scouts), Metta Award (Cub
Scouts), Padma Award (Gitls Scouts), and
Karuna Award (Camp Fire) programs.
The committee also oversees the Bodhi
Award (formerly the Wisteria Award), a
special recognition that is presented to
adults who have demonstrated the high-
est level of dedication, commitment and
self-sacrifice to the spiritual development
Continued on Page 6

By Rev. Kaz Nakata

On April 10, the Metta Award presentation was

Metta Award Ceremony in English, Japanese & Spanish

held during the Sunday Service at the Los Angeles
Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple (a.k.a. Nishi
Betsuin). Five “Nishi” Cub Scouts received their
medals and certificates.

Although our temple is located in the Little To-
kyo District which is the center of Japanese Culture,
our Nishi Scout program is one of the model cases
that integrate traditional Japanese American society
with the fully diverse local community. The majority
of our Metta Award recipients are from Mexican
backgrounds, so the presentation was offered in

English, Japanese, and Spanish. I am so grateful
to provide youth with Buddhist education for the
future of the Buddhist-based mixed-culture society.
In Gassho.

Cub Scouts who received Metta Awards are (from left to right) Bradley
Conlin, Daniel Martinez, Jose Davalos, Laurens Chao, and Liam
Safranek. Rev. Kaz Nakata is at the far right. Photo by Glen Tao.
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The Junk in
My Garage

By Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop

I don’t know about your garage, but my
garage is full of junk. Of course, there is no
space for my car. Janet and I have stored our
children’s memorabilia, old clothes, and boxes
and boxes of small items that we have accumu-
lated over many decades in there. We tried to
clean the garage several times but we still have
a lot of stuff. It is so hard to part with things

WHEEL OF DHARMA

that bring back memories. I think after we are
gone, our children will clean up everything.

Over forty years ago when I arrived in
this country to start a new life, I had just one
suitcase and some books and personal items
shipped separately in boxes. Since then, I have
been accumulating things one by one. Now
I can’t even walk around inside my garage. I
have tried to get rid of things by having several
garage sales, yet I don’t see a dent. If we had
a BCA-wide garage sale, I guarantee that we
could pay off our loan to the Endowment
Foundation right now.

This reminds me of my karmic conscious-
ness that I have been accumulating since the
beginningless beginning of my life. I don’t
know when, but at some point in time my
karmic consciousness started growing like the
junk in my garage. The junk in my garage does
not affect me much if I ignore it, but my kar-
mic consciousness cannot be ignored because
it is affecting me right now; how I live, how 1
see, how I react, how I think and feel and so
on.

We don’t usually pay attention to what
we have deep inside, but Shinran Shonin di-

rects us to reflect on what is inside of us. He
reflected on himself by listening to the Vow
of Amida Buddha known as perfect wisdom.
The true cause of our pain and afflictions has
long been known, and the cure has already
been identified and offered to all of us. The
Buddha’s wish is that all people would receive
this wonderful remedy and live a new life with
clarity and appreciation.

Shinran Shonin, with this awareness, lived
life recognizing his “junk thoughts” which had
accumulated from the timeless beginning. At
the same time, he appreciated and rejoiced in
Amida Buddha’s compassionate Vow that was
established for people like him. He realized
that he couldn’t get rid of all the junk he had
deep inside. The more he heard the Vow, the
more his appreciation of the Vow was deep-
ened.

Like Shinran Shonin, let us continue our
journey of listening to the true intent of the
Vow of Amida Buddha.

And for the moment, even if I cannot get
rid of all the junk in my garage, it is fine. I am
sure that when the time comes, it will be taken
care of.

The Spiritual Bond Between Parent and Child

This indicates without question that
her spirit has been transformed into a
butterfly, which has gone into the sky of
dharma-nature, to the world of ultimate
bliss—the city of nirvana.’

1 By Rev. David
Matsumoto,
Provost, Institute of
Buddhist Studies

Rennyo  Shonin
(1415-1499) is known
as the “Master who
Jodo

Shinsha tradition.” Among his many accom-

restored  the

plishments were his Le#fers, which transmit-
ted the teaching of the nembutsu to people
throughout Japan. One very poignant letter
reveals Rennyo’s own religious heart. It is a
letter about his second daughter, Kengyoku.
Rennyo writes tenderly of the hardships that
his daughter faced, as well as her devotion to
family and her profound faith. She passed away
at a young age, and the letter tells of a grieving
father’s dream.
In bis dream he conld see the funeral grounds

where her body had vanished in the smoke of
cremation, and there, arising out of the white
ashes and bones that remained, he could
observe three blne lotus blossoms. Within the
blossoms he conld see a golden Buddha, only
one-inch tall, which sent forth rays of light. As

he watched, it instantly turned into a butterfly

and disappeared from sight. He thereupon

awoke from his dream.

The late Reverend Jitsuen Kakehashi
(1927-2014), another great Dharma Master,
wrote of this letter and the dream that it re-
lates.” I would like to share, and savor, with you
Kakehashi-sensei’s words.

Perbaps this image of death as a butterfly is

something that lies deeply within the human

consciousness and at the foundation of human-

ity itself. For Rennyo the image of the shining,

golden butterfly flying off into the western sky

must have symbolized both the pain of losing his
daughter Kengyoku fo death and the thought of
her attainment of birth in the Pure Land.
Rennyo concludes his letter by stating that
those who knew Kengyokn should think of her

as their good teacher. He urged them to realige

the same shinjin that she had berself realized

50 that they too would become assured of their

births in the Pure Land. Rennyo considered

his own daughter to be his good teacher of the
Dharma. Kengyokn, it is said, also thought of
bint as her good teacher.

Here we can see a father and a daughter,
even though they are separated by death, actn-
ally walking together on the same path to the
Pure Land. Those who are born before should
lead those come after them, while those who
are born later should follow those who have
gone on before. On this path they are guiding
each other: each is the other’s teacher; each is
the student of the other. This sense of being
“fellow good teachers” on the path to the Pure
Land is the true meaning of the phrase “fellow
practicers.”

It is also the true meaning of parent and
child, for in its most fundamental sense that
relationship is not just of this world. Rennyo
and his danghter, Kengyoku teach us that the
nembutsu is the true expression of the eternal
bond between parent and child.’

! From Rennyo’s “Letter on Kengyoku-ni.” For the entire letter,
see: http://www.shin-ibs.edu/documents/pwj3-1/03KEN.pdf.

2 See Jitsuen Kakehashi, Bearer of the Light: The Life and Thought of
Rennyo, (Los Angeles, Pure Land Publications, 1999).

> From “Rennyo and His Daughter, Kengyoku,” a lecture by
Jitsuen Kakehashi on Sept. 28, 1997 at the Gardena Buddhist
Temple. For the entire lecture, see: http://www.shin-ibs.edu/
documents/pwj3-1/06KAK.pdf.

Kies‘hiki Affirmation at Lodi and Walnut Grove

ol §

On April 17, 2016, Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop, conducted the Kieshiki Affirmation Ceremony. Four members of the Buddhist Church of Lodi (left) and three
members of the Walnut Grove Buddhist Church (center) received their Buddhist names in conjunction with their respective Hanamatsuri services. Assisting Rev.
Umezu was Rev. Katsuya Kusunoki, Resident Minister of Lodi and Supervising Minister of Walnut Grove. Right: Minister’s Assistant Certification: On the same
day, Rev. Umezu also certified Darcy Airiki Nishi of the Walnut Grove Buddhist Church as a Minister’s Assistant. Also in photo: Rev. Kusunoki and Walnut Grove

Minister’s Assistant Roy Mayhugh.
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San Luis Obispo Buddhist Church
6996 Ontario Road

San Luis Obispo, CA 93405

Tel: (805) 595-2625
www.slobuddhisttemple.org

San Luis Obispo Buddhist Church

Prior to the establishment of San Luis Obispo Buddhist Church (SLOBC) at its current location, the nearest temple was in Guadalupe, California. Traveling by horse
and wagon, it was not a simple journey. In 1926 the Sangha of San Luis Obispo expressed a desire to have a place closer to home. Services were held in rented
spaces, the Kurokawa'’s grocery store, and the Miyamoto barbershop. Traveling ministers would alternately make the journey every weekend to San Luis Obispo.
Eventually a ten-acre property was bought on French Road (now known as Madonna Road), and San Luis Obispo Buddhist Church became the 28th temple of the
Buddhist Churches of America (BCA).

In 1961, the California State Division of Highways announced that Highway 101 was to be expanded. It would go directly through part of the SLOBC property. In
July of 1961, negotiations were finalized and in October of the same year the French Road property was sold to the State Highway Department. In 1962 the temple
on Ontario Road was built.

The temple sits on 15 acres. Through a generous donation, the Shimamoto house was erected for traveling ministers for overnight stays. In the '80s, through
the request of various BCA youth organizations and other temples, a retreat center was built by SLOBC’s members. The retreat center consists of four huts and
a shower/bathroom facility. This area continues to host many retreat groups from various districts to enjoy fresh air and the beaches nearby, and to relax in a
learning environment.
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By Ken Tanimoto
BCA President
Watsonville Buddhist Temple

As President of the Buddhist
Churches of America (BCA) I get
the opportunity to visit many of
our churches and temples. The
real gift is that I get to know BCA
members whom I otherwise would
not have the chance to meet due to
the distances involved. Last month
I was privileged to meet with the
leaders of the Eastern Buddhist
Council at their annual meeting
held at the Cleveland Buddhist
Temple.

The Eastern District includes
the New York Buddhist Church,
Seabrook Buddhist Temple (NJ),
Ekoji Buddhist Temple (VA),
Cleveland Buddhist Temple (OH),
Midwest Buddhist Temple (IL),
and the Twin Cities Buddhist
Association Sangha (MN) (an af-
filiated fellowship). The Eastern
Buddhist League includes, in ad-
dition to the aforementioned, the

True Nembutsu Followers

Toronto Buddhist Temple of the
Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of
Canada, and the Buddhist Temple
of Chicago (independent).

I listened to the reports and
realized that, like most BCA dis-
tricts, the Eastern District temples
have the same issues and condi-
tions, both positive and negative,
as temples on the “other side of
the Sierras” as someone phrased it.

The most compelling issue ex-
pressed at the meeting was a gen-
eral feeling that, like the Mountain
States District, the Eastern District
feels distant from the BCA. Their
council meets only once a year
while many other BCA Districts
meet four to five times a year.

And yet they are able to
district
conference each year. Addition-

organize a  successful
ally, only three full-time resident
ministers (with the help of other
BCA ministers) are able to cover
the largest geographical area in the
United States. The Eastern District
has more minister’s assistants in

Ken Tanimoto with Amy Katahira of
Midwest Buddhist Temple.

proportion to their members than
any other district. And the Eastern
District has the most ethnically di-
verse membership of all the BCA
districts.

How does the Eastern District
maintain such growth when it is
the furthest district from BCA
How does the
Eastern District maintain

Headquarters?
such
cohesiveness with such great dis-
tances between temples and only

one annual meeting? I feel that it
is because their priorities are in the
right place.

Even though small in numbers,
the Sangha is very dedicated and
involved in sharing the Dharma
broadly in their community. Like
many of our BCA Sangha mem-
bers, the Eastern District Sangha
realizes the importance of putting
the Dharma first. Everything else
comes in a distant second. The
Eastern District members whom 1
have met exemplify the true mean-
ing of Nembutsu followers.

As an example, one person
I met at the Midwest Buddhist
Temple touched my heart with her
sincere desire to hear the Dharma
and to help her Sangha. Amy Ka-
tahira has been playing the piano
for the Midwest Buddhist Temple
for as long as she can remember.
In fact, it is estimated that she has
been the temple pianist for over
65 years! Amy was the Religious
Department Chair for many years
and, for sure, has heard more

Dharma talks than anyone else at
the temple. Rev. Ron Miyamura,
resident minister, believes she has
heard at least 6,000 Dharma talks
due to her commitment to play
piano at temple services.

Amy told me that playing the
piano was her way of giving back
to the Sangha and that she will play
until she physically cannot. Her
years of service and dedication to
the temple humbled me. Amy is
unassuming, but she is a pillar of
her temple and community.

Amy Katahira, like many other
BCA temple members, is really one
of the true leaders of Jodo Shinshu
Buddhism in America.

Thank you to the pianists,
teachers, advisors, fundraisers,
gardeners, janitors, and other dedi-
You
are appreciated! I look forward to

cated Nembutsu followers.

visiting more temples and learning
from more Sangha members. I am
honored to meet you and grateful
that we are all together in the prac-
tice of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism.

Strength

BCA Represented at JSBTC’s Annual General Meeting

By Rev. Yukiko Motoyoshi,
Buddhist Church of Stockton

As I get older, I have to
accept my deteriorating physi-
cal strength. I try to comfort
myself by saying, “Well, all
things are impermanent. It is
a natural phenomenon. It is
okay to be old and frail. You
just have to acceptit.” I can ac-
cept my deteriorating physical
strength somewhat. However,

I foolishly wish for my mental
strength not to deteriorate.

In my life, especially as a minister, I have met many
people who have inner strength. These people can
overcome any misfortune and can bounce back from
misfortune very quickly. My mother is one such person.
She was separated from her parents and siblings at very
young age. She was in Tokyo during America’s major
attack on that city. She lost all of her possessions. On
top of that, during WWII, she lost her husband and two
children, and became an A-bomb victim in Hiroshima.
When my parents got married, she was the one who actu-
ally dealt with the poverty they found themselves in. She
has been the core of our family. I have never experienced
any major hardships, but I hope that I will have strength
like my mother had when I actually encounter difficulties.

Besides physical and mental strength, there is a third
type of strength. When we make a serious mistake or
commit an error, can we admit it without making any
excuses? Or if someone else makes an error, can we show
compassion and refrain ourselves from criticizing them?

I recall an incident that happened several decades
ago. A man murdered a young boy. The boy’s mother
was devastated, yet she did not show any hatred or anger
toward the man who took her son’s life. Coincidentally,
both the man and the mother were Buddhists. I don’t
remember if she used the word “forgiveness,” but I
remember she expressed sorrow and compassion toward
the man. This compassion is another type strength.
Where does this strength come from? I believe it comes
from deep reflection on one’s self and acceptance of
one’s true nature.

I believe that people who think they are superior to
others cannot admit their own errors, nor can they be
compassionate about others” misconduct. Or if they can
forgive others’ mistakes, it is because they think they are
better than others.

Through the Wisdom Light of Amida Buddha, we
become aware of our true nature: that is, we are not
superior beings, but we are all mutually dependent on
one another; and we are limited and self-centered beings.
It is not easy to truly accept such notions. It is certainly
frightening and depressing to accept such a weak, wicked,
and arrogant “self.” But if one has real strength, one
can crush such a “self.” The question is, “Can I do it?”
Most of us probably cannot. But with the Compassion of
Amida Buddha, we will be able to embrace ourselves just
as we are. I believe this is true strength.

By Gary Mukai,
BCA Vice-President

At the kind invitation
of President David Ohori,
Buddhist  Churches of
America (BCA) represen-
tatives Gary and Karen
Mukai attended the Annual
General Meeting (AGM)
of the Jodo Shinshu Bud-
dhist Temples of Canada
(JSBTC) on April 22-24,
2016, in Winnipeg, Mani-
toba, Canada. The AGM
is the JSBTC’s equivalent
to the BCA’s National
Council ~ Meeting.  The
Canada Ministers” Associa-
tion and Canada Women’s
Federation were also hold-
ing their annual meetings
at the The
meetings were held at the
Winnipeg Delta Hotel and
at the Manitoba Buddhist
Temple only a few blocks

same time.

away.

The JSBTC is an or-
ganization of 12 temples
supervised by eight Kai-
kyoshi ministers. Getting
the temples together for
a meeting is not an easy
task with the vast expanse
of distance across Canada
from one temple to the
next. The organization has
recently been impacted
by the unexpected pass-
ing away of Rev. Michael
Hayashi of the Manitoba
Buddhist Temple and the
dismissal of  another.
Manitoba has just recently
been assigned a new min-
ister, Rev. Ouchi, from the
Hongwanji.

Just as in the BCA,
there are not enough minis-
ters to adequately cover all
the temples in the JSBTC.
There are many other simi-
lar issues facing the Ca-
nadian temples, including
an aging and diminishing
temple membership and
challenges in outreach and

propagation. The JSBTC

Bishop’s position is cur-

Above photo: Canadian Ministers’ Association, front row: Rev.
Christina Yanko, Rev. Grant lkuta, Rev. Yasuo Izumi. Back row:
Rev. Yasuhiro Miyakawa, Rev. Yoshimichi Ouchi, Rev. James
Martin, Bishop Tatsuo Aoki. Lower photo: Canada Buddhist
Temples Annual General Meeting in session.

rently part time, meaning
Bishop Aoki is a very busy
man, serving both a temple
and as the spiritual leader
of the JSBTC. There is an
active committee exploring
resources to fund the posi-
tion full time.

The Canadian Women’s
Federation reported on the
successful hosting of the
World Buddhist Women’s
Convention in Calgary in
May, 2015, with more than
1,800 participants
all over the world. Susan

from

Huntley was honored for
chairing such an outstand-

ing event.
The JSBTC 1is very
proud of its Living

Dharma Center, which is
not a physical facility, but
a special fund dedicated
to furthering Buddhist
education. Projects include
developing
sites to aid Dharma school
de-

social media

teachers,  helping

velop beginning Buddhism
classes in wvarious cities,
helping fund the opening
of a Buddhist bookstore
in Kelowna, promoting a
ministers’ assistant pro-
gram, and providing help
in subsidizing tuition for
persons taking the Jodo
Shinshu

Course as well as student

Correspondence

tuition for a &yoshi ministe-
rial candidate at the IBS.

After the business por-
tion of the meeting, there
was a lively session with
temples sharing their suc-
cesses. It was nice to see a
spirit of each temple trying
to help the others improve
and grow, no matter how
small or large the temple.

The
capped off with a banquet
held at the Winnipeg
Japanese Cultural Center.

meeting was

Everyone was treated to
a gourmet meal prepared
by a local temple member
who is also the executive
chef for one of the larger
hotels in Winnipeg. The
banquet was held in con-
junction with the Mani-
toba Buddhist Temple’s
celebration of their 70th
Besides the
usual recognitions given
out to JSBTC members,
several Manitoba Buddhist
Nisei

were honored for

anniversary.

members
their
many years of dedication

Temple

during its 70 years of ex-
istence.

The
friendliness of the enthu-
siastic Canadian Buddhists
was very much appreciated
by the BCA representa-
tives.

warmth and

The closeness and
familiarity we develop
with all the Sanghas of the
world will continue to be
of great value to the BCA
in its own future growth
and development.

members’ needs.
visit  the

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT:
Director of Operations

The Buddhist Churches of America, a California non-
profit corporation (BCA) is seeking qualified candidates
for the position of Director of Operations in the BCA
National Headquarters Office in San Francisco. The
Director of Operations is responsible for the administration
and implementation of the strategic vision of the BCA,
including the on-going responsibility to recommend to the
BCA President and the Executive Committee substantive
administrative and related process improvements that
promote increased efficiencies and responsiveness to
To view the complete job posting,
BCA website:
org, under the “Contact Us” tab, or go to this link:
buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/job-announcement

buddhistchurchesofamerica.
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10th Anniversary of the BCA Jodo Shinshu Center:

Realizing the Vision
This article is the fifth in a year-long series commemorating the Jodo Shinshu Center’s Tenth Anniversary.

The BCA Bookstore:
Windows to the World of Jodo Shinshu

By Gayle Noguchi, BCA Bookstore Manager

The BCA Bookstore has been serving
the Buddhist Churches of America (BCA)
since 1959, when it was officially estab-
lished by the late Reverend Kenryu T. Tsu-
ji, a former BCA Bishop. Reflections on
those eatly years are recorded in the docu-
mentary film Streams of Light: Shin Buddbism
in America in an interview with Mrs. Sakaye
Tsuji and daughter Maya Lawrence. The
interview was filmed in the Bookstore at
the Jodo Shinshu Center.

BCA Bookstore Manager Gayle Noguchi (left) and
assistant Lia Noguchi at the 2016 Federation of Dhar-
ma School Teachers’ Leagne Conference in Sacramento.

With the opening of the Jodo
Shinshu Center in 2006, the BCA
Bookstore moved from the BCA National
Headquarters in San Francisco into the
spacious corner area off the main lobby at the downtown Berkeley site. The building’s floor-
to-ceiling windows facing the busy intersection of Durant and Fulton, in close proximity to
the U.C. Berkeley campus, provide tremendous exposure for the bookstore and the BCA.

The bookstore catries out the BCA’s mission of sharing the BuddhaDharma and in-
creasing awareness of Jodo Shinshu throughout the world. Visitors from all parts of the na-
tion and the wotld enter the bookstore on a daily basis. Many of our customers are not affili-
ated with BCA. However, they buy from the BCA Bookstore because, given the choice, they
prefer that their purchase support a non-profit organization. They leave the bookstore in-
trigued by Jodo Shinshu and with contact information for the BCA temple or church in their
local area.

We strive to provide knowledgeable, professional, efficient, and personalized service to
our customers. As the full-time manager, I run all aspects of the Berkeley store’s daily opera-
tions as well as our two online stores. Lia Noguchi, part-time associate, helps on site one day
a week and travels to assist with the four to five off-site BCA events we support each year.
Both of us helped to open the store in its new Berkeley location and have been with the
bookstote ever since. We serve the BCA churches/temples and fellowships throughout the
nation, educational institutions (particularly the Institute of Buddhist Studies, or IBS), the
Center for Buddhist Education, other Jodo Shinshu temples and fellowships internationally,
as well as the general public. We have customers worldwide. Our home at the Jodo Shinshu
Center has made this possible.

The BCA Bookstore has been a key service offered by BCA and is now in a position to
play a significant role in helping to grow our sanghas. More BCA churches and temples are
utilizing the bookstore to support their Buddhist education and outreach efforts. Our nation-
wide network of sanghas is in a position to contribute to the growth of the bookstore.
Churches and temples are displaying BCA Bookstore marketing materials, promoting the
bookstore at events open to the general public, and thinking in terms of other ways that they
can promote the bookstore both at their locations and online. Through this partnership, the
churches and temples and their local communities, the BCA Bookstore, and the BCA organi-
zation all benefit with a win-win outcome.

My position as BCA Bookstore Manager at the Jodo Shinshu Center allows me to inter-
face regularly across the board with BCA staff, ministers, minister’s assistants, sangha
members, IBS staff, faculty, and students, and the general public. From this vantage point I
see the strides we are making towards Jodo Shinshu becoming a major religious tradition in
America, as well as opportunities we have yet to seize. As we celebrate this 10-year anniver-
sary milestone, I would like to thank everyone who has generously offered support and en-
couragement over the years. It continues to be a pleasure and a privilege each day to share the
Nentbutsu teachings.

‘“East Meets West”’
Higashi and Nishi Conversations Continue with
Scholars, Ministers and Students

The Ministers Continuing Education (MCE) Seminar and Advanced
Training for Ministers” Assistants with Kyoshi took place from May 3-5. Three
dozen participants shared views on the topic of last January’s Winter Pacific
Seminar: “East Meets West: Jodo Shinshu from the Higashi and Nishi Perspec-
tives,” with Dr. Mark Blum/UC Berkeley and Rev. David Matsumoto/Institute
of Buddhist Studies (IBS) addressing that theme.

The seminar also included a talk via Skype by Dr. Jeff Wilson on
“LGBTQ and Shin Buddhism,” based on his 2015 lecture at the New York
Buddhist Church (available
online on the YouTube CBE
Channel) and a discussion with
Elaine Donlin, Buddhist Chutrch
of San Francisco ministet’s as-
sistant, on “How Welcoming is
Your Sangha?” with many help-
ful resources for temples. In
addition to BCA ministers, the
seminar was attended by the
Higashi Honganji Bishop and
five Higashi ministers, several
Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto (left) and Dr. Mark IBS students, and BCA minis-
Blum lectured and conversed with attendees on the ters’ assistants with Kyoshi cer-
history of Nishi and Higashi Jodo Shinshu branches. tification.

(Above:) Higashi Honganji North America District Bishop, Rev. Noriaki Ito (left) and BCA
Bishop, Rev. Kodo Umezu addressed the attendees. (Below left:) Dr. Jeff Wilson presented via
Skype on the Buddhist LGBTQ perspective, and Flaine Donlin, Buddhist Church of San Fran-
cisco minister’s assistant (right) shared resonrces for temples to enconrage inclusiveness. See page 8

Jfor a group photo of the participants.

44th Annual FBWA Conference: October 7-9,2016
“Linked in the Nembutsu: Tsunagatte”

The Federation of Buddhist Wom-
en’s Associations (FBWA) will hold its
biennial conference on October 7-9, 2016
at the Westin Bellevue, in Bellevue,
Washington. Everyone is invited! You do
not have to be a BWA member to attend.

The Northwest District BWA has
been preparing a welcoming and exciting
weekend under the theme “Linked in the
Nembutsu: Tsunagatte.” This conference is
open to all seekers of the Buddha-
Dharma.

English and Japanese keynote speak-
ers are, respectively, Dr. Sharon Suh,
Chair and Associate Professor in Theolo-
gy and Religious Studies at Seattle Univer-
sity, and Rev. Mutsumi Wondra, full-time
minister at the Orange County Buddhist
Church, who recently completed a three-
year doctoral course at Ryukoku Universi-
ty in Kyoto, Japan.

Federation of Buddhist Women'’s Associations
October 7, 8,9, 2016 FBWA 44th National Conference

Westin Bellevue, Bellevue, Washington

p: i ica.org,

Do look us up and register for
thoughtful presentations by keynote speakers as well as fun and interesting workshops. Regis-
tration is available now online at buddbistchurchesofamerica.org/ 201 6fbwaconference.

Hurry! The deadline for registration is August 31, 2016.

Eastern Buddhist League Conference
Come As You Are: Buddhism and Daily Life
September 2-4,2016

The 2016 Eastern Buddhist League (EBL) Conference takes place this
year at Seabrook Buddhist Temple, 9 Northville Road, Bridgeton, New Jersey,
over the Labor Day Weekend.

The theme of the conference is Come As You Are. Our special keynote
speaker is Rev. Kenneth Tanaka, a Shin Buddhist minister and renowned schol-
ar, author, and translator. It will be a great treat to spend some time with him.

The entire program, including conference meals (but excluding Friday
and Saturday dinners), will be held at the Temple in its tranquil rural setting.
The hotel, Fairfield Inn & Suites Millville-Vineland, is about 20 minutes away.

Plan to “Come As You Are” to Seabrook this Labor Day! The dress code
for the entire conference is
casual. More details to
come. Please save the dates
and plan to attend an in-
formative and fun event.

Contact the EBL
Conference co-chairs for
further information or with
questions: Susan Jacques,
Seabrook Buddhist Tem-
ple,  sjaguespt@uerizon.net
or Gary Jaskula, New York
Buddhist Church,
gasknla@yclond9.net
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FDSTL 2016 Conference: Inspired by Rennyo Shonin

By Sharon Yokoi, President,
Northern California Dharma School Teachers’ League

Where would you go to see a play, a rap performance, and a flash mob? If you
answered New York or Los Angeles, think again. The correct answer was the 2016
Federation of Dharma School Teachers’ League (FDSTL) Conference hosted by the
Northern California Dharma School Teachers” League (NCDSTL) and held at the
Buddhist Church of Sacramento, on April 29 — May 1, 2016. The conference,
“Dharma for Dummies III (End of the Trilogy)” was inspited by Rennyo Shonin
who, in the 15th century, revived the slowly dying Hongwanji and came to be known
as “The Great Restorer.”

Buddbist Church (right) receives an award for teaching Dharma School for 25 years, presented by
BCA Bishap Rev. Kodo Umegu (center), and FDSTL. President Carl Yanari (left). Also awarded
Jor 25 years of teaching (not pictured) was Sharon Kawakami (Gardena). Nancy Shibata (OCBC,
also not pictured) was recognized for 50 years of dedicated teaching. (Lower right:) Three recipients of
awards for 10 years of teaching Dharma School are (left to right) Donna Zumoto, (Seattle), Ron
Hamakawa (Seattle), and Joyce Oishi (Berkeley). Also receiving 10 year awards but not pictured
were Gail Harada (OCBC), Allyson Nakaue (Stockton), Audrey Seo (Sacramento), Jamie Shini-
su (San Diego), and Leanne Yu (Stockton). (Bottom:) Pictured with Bishop Umezu on the left are
the offcers for the FDSTL 2016—2018 term. They are (from left to right): Corresponding Secretary,
Bessie Tanaka (Los Angeles); Vice-President, Koichi Sayano (Los Angeles); Historian, JoAnn
Ml ennan (Palo Alto); Recording Secretary, Maya Lawrence (Oakland); Treasurer, June Kondo
(Los Angeles); and President, Carl Yanari (Palo Alto). Photos by Cathy Fujimori.

Cognizant of the fact that the Dharma School student rolls are declining, the
NCDSTL focused on a program of events that inspired thoughtful consideration of
making our Dharma classes more relevant and interesting to our students. The partici-
pants recognized ways of showing “Applied Buddhism” in dealing with everyday chal-
lenges facing both the teachers and the students.

Modeling “out of the box” thinking, Northern California ministers led a flash
mob that catalyzed the upbeat tempo of the conference. In lieu of a guest speaker, the
conference committee once again took Rennyo’s lead and performed a play based on
the lives of Siddhartha, Shinran, and Rennyo. Written and directed by Rinban Bob
Oshita, the play received a standing ovation, with requests to “take it on the road.”

“You can always count on the NCDSTL to provide an inspiring, empowering,
and entertaining conference, and this year they did just that and more,” said Catl
Yanari, FDSTL President and Palo Alto Buddhist Temple member. “The NCDSTL
has hosted the conference under the theme ‘Dharma for Dummies.” Recognizing that
we are all dummies (or ignorant beings as Shinran put it) goes a long way toward self-
realization and provides a basis for our task as Dharma School teachers...

“While we all left the conference with a renewed purpose and teaching strategies
to take back to our chapters, the most significant strategy was the process itself. Work-
shops were filled with laughter and lively discussion. This is what we need to take back
to the classroom. The students do learn more when they are engaged in class. If class
is a fun and happy environment, the students will get more out of it. Thanks
NCDSTL for hosting such a wonderful conference.”

The NCDSTL would like to thank everyone who attended and hopes that the
conference inspited Dharma School teachers to think out of the box and make their
classes fun, dynamic, and relevant for our students.

Visit https://bcadharmaschool.wikispaces.com for Dharma school resources.

The Dharmakara Series: Our Lifelong Learning Challenge

This is the fourth part of a five-part guest series on the Juseige. We hope you enjoy it.

Reflections on the Juseige: The Eyes of Wisdom
By Rev. Henry Adams

A few years ago, shortly after our first son was born, my wife’s mother, three
aunties, and a close friend came to visit us from Japan. With the sense that this was a
once-in-a-lifetime visit to the United States for many of our guests, we set out to make
the most of each day. After a hectic week visiting iconic California sites like Holly-
wood, Santa Monica Pier, and Disneyland, we boarded a plane to Minnesota where my
wife’s relatives would have a chance to meet the family and friends I grew up with.
Our initial plan was to continue with another round of visiting local attractions. How-
ever, when we arrived in Minnesota, the aunties preferred to spend their days relaxing
in the country at my parents’ house.

Our visitors from Japan seemed to be most excited about cooking in an Ameri-
can kitchen using vegetables from my parents’ garden. My father prides himself on
growing gigantic orange pumpkins for Halloween jack-o-lanterns and Thanksgiving
decorations. Occasionally we will use one for a pumpkin pie at Thanksgiving, or roast
the seeds as a Halloween snack, but we tend to view them more as decorations than as
food. The pumpkins reach their prime in late October, so they were still small and
green during that mid-September. Imagine our surprise when one of the aunties re-
turned to the kitchen from the backyard with a little green pumpkin and set to work
peeling and chopping it with the intention of using it as an ingredient in something she
was cooking. When that little green pumpkin reappeared on the dining room table in a
side dish to go with Japanese-style ginger pork, I began mentally preparing to politely
choke down a few mouthfuls of bitter, stringy, unripe pumpkin. However, with the
first bite I was astonished to discover that the pumpkin she cooked had a rich, creamy
flavor that was a delightful complement to the rest of the meal.

Thinking back on that meal now, I realize that my wife’s aunt has special eyes
that were able to see the potential for delicious flavor where I only saw only bitterness
and tough skin. Not only was she able to see that potential, but she was able to bring
that deliciousness out in a way that even I—with my deep skepticism—could enjoy.
Thinking back on that experience, I am reminded of the following verse from the

Juseige:
KAI' HI CHI E GEN
MES-SHI KON MO AN

HEI SOKU SHO AKU DO
TSU DATSU ZEN SHU MON

Having acquired the eye of wisdom,
I will remove the darkness of blind passions;
Blocking the path to evil realms,
I will open the gate to the good realms.
(The Three Pure Land Sutras, 1V olume I1: The Larger Sutra, p. 30)

The Juseige is a section of verse from the Sutra on the Buddha of Immeasurable 1ife
(Larger Sutra) in which Bodhisattva Dharmakara reiterates the essence of the compas-
sionate vows he established for the benefit of all beings; vows that were fulfilled when
he realized enlightenment and became Amida Buddha.

In the verse above we are reminded that, viewed with the Buddha’s eye of wis-
dom, our lives are immediately transformed. The tough bitterness of our greed, anger,
and ignorance are transformed into the nourishing fruit of generosity, compassion,
and wisdom. In my eyes that green pumpkin was bitter and tough, but in the eyes of
my wife’s aunt the exact same pumpkin was sweet and delicious. With my eyes of de-
lusion my day-to-day experiences are marked with bitterness and difficulty. But in the
Buddha’s eyes of wisdom, those very same experiences are the stuff of awakening.

Namo Amida Butsu

View webcasts and videos online on the CBE YouTube Channel.
Visit YouTube.com. Search “BCA Center for Buddhist Education.”
Enjoy a variety of Dharma talks and presentations.

2016 BCA Educational Events

Programs subject to change. Events at the Jodo Shinshu Center unless otherwise noted.
This is a partial listing.

June 9-11 ~ Tokudo Preparatory Training #3. This session precedes Tokudo train-
ing and ordination in Kyoto, Japan from July 6-16.

June 24-26 ~ Buddhist Art & Book Fair. Art Exhibit: “Seeing the Wisdom of Com-
passion” by the late Tsuneo Iwasaki and related lecture by Dr. Paula Arai, Sat. 11 am.
Exhibit Fri. 3-8:30 pm, Sat. 10 am-4 pm, Sun. 10am-2 pm. Book discussion with
author Caroline Brazier (The Other Buddhism: Amida Comes West), Fri. 6:30-8 pm.

August 19 ~ IBS Symposium: Shin Buddhism & Globalization. 1-5 pm.

August 19-21 ~ Summer Pacific Seminar: Jodo Shinshu Beyond Borders.
Keynote speakers: Dr. Ugo Dessi and Dr. Elisabetta Porcu.

August 20-21 ~ Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course August Workshop will be
held at Ekoji/Eko-Haus in Dusseldotf, Germany.

September 22-24 ~ Fall Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP) Seminar: Eastern
District at Midwest Buddhist Temple, Chicago, IL.

October 8 ~ Fall Japanese Seminar.

October 19-21 ~ Minister’s Continuing Education Seminar (MCE). Speakers to
be determined.

October 22 ~ Jodo Shinshu Center 10th Anniversary Celebration.

December 8-10 ~ Winter Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP) Seminar.
BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org Email: che@bcahgq.org Phone: (510) 809-1460
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New Beginnings Celebrated at

IBS’ 50th Anniversary Commencement

Left: Commencement speaker, Dr. Riess Potterveld, with Rev. Dr. Matsumoto, IBS Provost. Center: Traditional IBS Graduation cake-cutting. Right:
IBS President’s Award recipient, Dr. Alfred Bloom’s message shared by video.

In this 50th year since the founding
of the Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS),
five graduates were presented with Mas-
ters’ of Arts Degrees under the leadership
of a new Provost and Dean. The com-
mencement ceremony was held on Friday,
May 20, 2016 at the Jodo Shinshu Center
in Berkeley, California.

Rev. Marvin Harada, Vice Chair, IBS
Board of Trustees, chaired the event.
Rev. Kodo Umezu, President of IBS, and
ministers of the IBS Board of Trustees
conducted the opening service. Opening
remarks were made by President Umezu
and Dr. Scott A. Mitchell, IBS Dean.

Mr. Richard Endo, Chairman of the
IBS Board of Trustees, presided over the
Investiture of Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto
as the first Provost and Dean of IBS.

Dr. Mitchell shared words of appre-
ciation on behalf of IBS staff, board, and
students, to Dr. Richard Payne, outgoing
Dean, for his many years of dedication
and leadership.

Dr. Matsumoto played a short video of
his presentation of the third annual IBS
President’s Award to Dr. Alfred Bloom,
former professor and Dean at IBS, in

Hawaii. Dr. Bloom is widely recognized
for his important role in cultivating a
broader appreciation of Shin Buddhism in
America and advancing the field of Shin
Buddhist studies around the world.

The commencement address was by
Dr. Riess Potterveld, President of the
Graduate Theological Union. He empha-
sized the importance of integrating the
things we learn through our education
into our very being, for it is that which de-
velops our character and is the foundation
of our future deliberations. Theological
education is such that it will influence our
ethical considerations as we go through
life.

The awarding of graduate degrees and
certificates was performed by Mr. Endo
and Dr. Mitchell. The five graduates
receiving joint IBS/Graduate Theologi-
cal Union (GTU) Masters of Arts (MA)
degrees were:

Thomas Calobrisi: Thesis: On Mindful
Civil Religion: A Study of the Rhetoric of Mind-
Sulness Movement in the United States. Com-
mittee: Dr. Mitchell and Dr. Matsumoto.

Todd T. Jordan: Thesis: Narrative and
Non-Narrative in Buddhpist Pastoral Care.

Committee: Rev. Daijaku Judith Kinst,
Ph.D, and Rev. Seigen Yamaoka, Litt.D.

Joanne Laurence: Thesis: Healing
Through Death: Integrating Hospice Chaplaincy
with Buddhist Healing Principles. Committee:
Dr. Kinst, Dr. Matsumoto, and Paula
Arai, Ph.D.

Alistair Shanks: Thesis: An Examina-
tion of the Zen Hospice Project Volunteer Train-
ing Program: Implications for the Practice of
Buddhist  Pastoral Care. Committee: Dr.
Kinst and Dr. Yamaoka.

Pitt Visessuk (Toby): Thesis: Upeakkha
(Equanimity) in Definition of Thai Forest
Theravada Buddhist Tradition: Applications in
Chaplaincy and Pastoral Care. Committee: Dr.
Kinst and Dr. Yamaoka.

Receiving Buddhist Chaplaincy Cer-
tificates were: Jordan, Laurence, Shanks,
Visessuk, and Kenneth L. Wilson. Advi-
sor: Dr. Kinst, Director.

Yoshinari Hemmi was awarded a
Certificate of Completion for one year of
study at IBS, under the Ryukoku Univer-
sity and IBS Exchange Program.

For more information and photos,
visit Shin-IBS.edu and follow the IBS on
Facebook.com/ InstituteofBuddhistS tudies.

Disaster Relief to the People of Kumamoto

The Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) Social Welfare Committee has approved a grant to give $25,000 to the Hongwanji’s
earthquake relief efforts in Kumamoto Prefecture.

Kumamoto Prefecture in Japan was struck by two devastating 7+ magnitude earthquakes and numerous aftershocks since April
14, 2016. The Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) extends our thoughts of concern and sincere condolences to those whose lives

have been affected by this tragedy.

Immediately following the initial earthquake, the Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha in Kyoto initiated relief efforts, started a relief fund,

and dispatched relief assistance to the affected areas. A Kumamoto Earthquake Emergency Headquarters at the Hongwanji headquar-

ters in Kyoto, as well as an on-site disaster management office at the Hongwanji’s Kumamoto district office, have been established to

grasp a better understanding of the situation in the area so that we may be able to provide those affected with the appropriate support,

both physically and emotionally.

The BCA would like to assist the Hongwangi-ha in their relief efforts for this disaster. As members of the BCA, you can help victims of this earthquatke
with a special contribution. All funds collected will be sent to the Hongwanji in Kyoto, Japan to aid in this relief effort.
As we respond to the call from Hongwanji, we must remember that tragedies and natural disasters happen constantly all over the

wortld. Let us remember that we are part of the world community and should be willing to help at all times and in all situations. We ask

that your temple or church be mindful of people everywhere. We want to encourage you to support not only this effort, but to engage

in social welfare efforts in your communities as well. Thank you for your kindness and consideration.

With palms together in Gassho,

M-Z'”"%“‘—"

Rev. Kodo Umezu, Bishop
Buddhist Churches of America

‘7§;; cﬁ;ZLQ;A’

Ken Tanimoto, President
Buddhist Churches of America

Want to donate to Kumamoto? Ask your temple leadership for details, visit BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org/ Disaster-Relief, ot call

415-776-5600 x311.

Scouting

Continued from Front Page

of Buddhist members of the
scouting programs.

The committee’s most in-
novative program is the Metta
Award online course, adminis-
tered by Rev. Patti Oshita. This
Cub Scouts
whose families are not members

program  allows

of a local temple to earn the
Metta Award by completing
the requirements under Rev.
Oshita’s supervision. The cub

scout and Rev. Oshita com-
municate via Facebook. Often,
the scout’s whole family works
on the course together to start
learning about Buddhism. In
some cases, the course has mo-
tivated families to seek a local
temple to learn more about the
Dharma.

In addition to the religious
awards, the committee offers
two programs exclusively to the
BCA temple units. The Obon
Patch program offers scouts and
Camp Fire youth the opportu-
nity to earn a special patch when

they learn about Obon and Bon
Odorti and dance in Bon Odori.
The most recent program un-
dertaken by the committee is the
Scout and Camp Fire Sunday
Patch program.
Youth who
Scout

attend Boy
Girl
Sunday or Camp Fire Sunday

Sunday, Scout
services at their temple earn
this patch when they complete
a grade level assignment about
their experience.

The National  Buddhist
Committee on Scouting has
nine members who represent

various BCA districts, as well
as four ministerial advisors.
The Committee is a member
of the BSA National Religious
Relationship Task Force and
participates in Board of Direc-
tor meetings in Dallas, Texas.
Committee representatives also
participate in the Boy Scout
Jamboree every four years and
the Girl Scout National Confet-
ence every three years.

For more information about
the various Buddhist scouting
awards, visit our newly launched
website: beasconting.org.

.

Dana { 2

Program

Offerings in Gratitude
Continuing the Legacy of the Nembuisa Teachings

Endowment Foundation

A Simple Way to
Share the Dharma

The Dana Program: Offerings in Gratitude
provides members and supporters a simple
way to spread the Dharma and to give to the
Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) and its
member temples.

The Dana Program isn’t a one-time fund-
raiser; it is a continuous method for donors to
contribute every year to support all the activities
of the BCA. Donors now have a simple option
for providing ongoing support for the BCA,
along with a temple partnership component.

Your participation in the Dana Program
provides financial resources that are applied
directly to the areas of greatest need in the BCA.
The Dana Program also supports the increasing
needs of the Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS)
and provides vital initiatives in Buddhist Educa-
tion and Ministerial Support that maintain the
growth and development of the 60 BCA temples
and churches throughout the United States.

The Dana Program is an ongoing effort that
relies on recurring offerings from all who wish
to express their gratitude for the guidance that
Shinran Shonin’s Nembutsu teachings have
provided in each of our lives.

Find out more from your temple leadership
ot by visiting BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org/
BCA-Dana-Program. Online donations are now
being accepted. Gassho.

An Important
Reminder for Donors:

Please write all donations to BCA payable
to: BCA Endowment Foundation

Since 2015, the Buddhist Churches of
America (BCA) has instituted a change in its
policy for receiving donations. Please make
your donation checks payable to the “BCA
ENDOWMENT  FOUNDATION”
specify in the memo line where you would like

and

the donation to go.

This applies to ALL donations, including
gifts to the Dana Program, Center for Buddhist
Education, Wheel of Dharma, Zaidan, Debt
Relief (1000x1000x4), Disaster Relief, Social
Welfare, etc.

PLEASE NOTE: Donation checks for the
Institute of Buddhist Studies and Friends of
the Institute of Buddhist Studies are payable to
“Institute of Buddhist Studies.”

Questions? Please call (415) 776-5600 Ext.
311 or email donate@bcahq.org

Thank you! Your generosity is deeply ap-
preciated.
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