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Seminar Shares Dharma with School Teachers

Participants included (first row, left to right:) Alex Ettling, Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara (CBE Co-director), Edythe Vassall
(CBE staff), Rev. Kodo Umezu (BCA Bishop), Venerable “Bhante” Madawala Seelawimala (I1BS), Rev. Dr. David
Matsumoto (IBS), Stacy Uyeda, Karen Magnin, and Rev. Marvin Harada (CBE Co-director). Second row: Loren Otake,
Nikki Taura, Josh Hernandez Morse, June Trachsel, Jennifer Ransdell, Amanda Lepore, and Alan Takemura.

In the first of a proposed
series of seminars on Buddhism
for the benefit of the gen-
eral community, the Institute
of Buddhist Studies and the
Buddhist Churches of America
Center for Buddhist Education
sponsored a Dharma Training
for School Teachers seminar to
introduce Buddhism to elemen-
tary school teachers and explore
how the Dharma can relate to
the teaching profession.

The seminar took place from
July 20-23 at the Jodo Shinshu
Center in Berkeley. Teachers
came from as far away as Hawaii,
Washington State, and Arizona,
though most were from Califor-
nia. The majority teach grades
from middle school through
high school. The students they
serve range from youth in South
Central Los Angeles living be-

low the poverty line to youth in
private schools.

Presenting lecturers were
the Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto
and the Venerable “Bhante”
Madawala Seelawimala, both
faculty members at the Institute
of Buddhist Studies.

“Personally, Bhante’s talks
had my mind going (and con-
tinues to) as many concepts he
spoke of were very new to me,”
one teacher commented. “I
appreciated Rev. Matsumoto’s
talk about wisdom and foolish-
ness, and how the goal is not
to be righteous. As a teacher, I
think it was meaningful to hear
the dharma so I can be a better
person and therefore a better
teacher ... As for classroom
applications, I think there are
many ways | already include
secular of Buddhist

versions

virtues/values in the classroom
that I will continue to do.”

Personal enrichment ses-
sions, including morning yoga
and an interactive lesson on the
basics Japanese tea ceremony,
were led by Yufuko Kurioka
Galbraith and David Galbraith
of nogatetea.com.

Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA
Bishop, created the program,
which was funded by an anony-
mous donor. “Bishop Umezu’s
will to recognize and support
teachers came through clearly in
this seminar,” one teacher wrote
on her feedback form.

“I truly appreciate all of
the semseis and staff for their
support of education,” wrote
another. “Your vision to build
stronger communities by assist-
ing teachers and students is very
heartening!”

Statement on the Killing
in Charlottesville, Virginia

On August 12, 2017 at
a white supremacist rally, a
neo-Nazi drove a car into the
people protesting his ideol-
ogy. He killed a woman and
injured 19 other people. It
was very deplorable and sad
to see this incident in Char-
lottesville, Virginia. I would
like to express my deepest
sympathies and condolences
to the victims’ families and
friends.

The action that we wit-
nessed was caused by anger
and hatred deriving from
a sad American historical
background. We, as American
citizens and residents, are ex-
periencing the heavy karmic
effects of our past history. We
should be reminded of the
American doctrine that all
people are equal, as we often
hear. We should turn to the
core values of each individu-
al’s religion or faith to find
the way to live harmoniously.

No matter what path we
walk, we know that we should
not get angry or hate others.
We know that we want to love
everyone. And at a time like
this, we all ask why this hap-
pened and how we can stop
this type of human behavior.

We, as Buddhists, come to
hear the urging voices coming
from our teachers in the midst
of this world of suffering —
this world of samsara. The
Buddha is standing with us
with tears in its eyes, urging
all of us to turn to the Infinite
Compassion and Wisdom
in order to transcend love
and hate. Transcending love
and hate does not mean that
we eliminate our feelings of
love and hate. It means that
we recognize and understand
that these powerful emotions

exist within each of us; they
are part of our human condi-
tion. We seek to encounter
people who feel deep sorrow
for our human condition and
aspire to attain something
worthier.

When we are touched
and moved by the Vow of
the Buddha to save all beings
from suffering with Infinite
Wisdom and Compassion
directed at us to find the True
and Real World beyond our
foolish thoughts, we begin to
live our lives with humility,
understanding, and concern
for one another.

Ultimately, we are all
within the World of One-
ness. Let us start with each
individual to help create a
better community by hearing
the Compassionate Call from
the World of True Equality.

Namo Amida Butsu,
Rev. Kodo Umezu
Bishop, Buddhist
Churches of America

Ignorance and blind pas-
sions abound,

Pervading everywhere like
innumerable particles of dust.

Love and hatred arising out
of accord and conflict

Are like high peaks and
mountain ridges.

(Collected Works of Shin-
ran, p. 400)

When we  reflect on  the
establishment of the Vow,

We find that the Tathagata,
without abandoning sentient
beings in pain and affliction,

Has taken the directing of
virtue to them as foremost,

Thus Sfulfilling the
mind of great compassion.
(CWS, p.408)

Rev. Nariaki Hayashi and minister’s assistant Dr. Erick
Ishii of Ekoji Buddhist Temple conducting the 2017
memorial service. Flower bouquets were offered by
Ekoji and the Buddhist Churches of America. The
Memorial Wall includes the names of many BCA
members who fought and died in WWII.

Obon Memorial in Washington,

Since the dedication of the Japa-
nese American National Memorial
to Patriotism During World War II
in Washington, D.C. on November
9, 2000, the Ekoji Buddhist Temple
has conducted a memorial service
every Obon* in memory of the more
than 800 Japanese American soldiers
who died in World War II. Their
names are engraved on the memorial
wall.

The Memorial honors Japanese
American veterans who served in
the 100c¢h Infantry Battalion, 442nd
Regimental Combat Team, Military
Intelligence Service, and other units.

“The 100th Infantry Battalion/442
RCT, made up of mostly Japanese
Americans from Hawaii and the
concentration camps on the main-
land, became legendary because
of their exploits in Europe during
World War II. In just 225 days of
combat between 1944-45, the 442nd
compiled a remarkable record and
became the most decorated unit
for its size and length of service in
American military history.”’

Some of these Nisei solders were
buried in European cemeteries, and
their families and descendants are
not able to visit the graves of their

DC

loved ones during Obon. Therefore,
Ekoji Buddhist Temple, located
in Fairfax Station, Virginia, has
made it a part of their annual Obon
observances to conduct a memorial
service here on behalf of all Buddhist
Churches of America and Hawaii
Kyodan families, and the Japanese
American community.

*Obon: an annual Japanese Bud-
dhist event for commemorating one’s
ancestors.

"www.jamsj.org/100th-infantry-
battalion-and-442nd-regimental-
combat-team-rct
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Mutual
Recognition

By Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop

Some time ago, I heard a senior mem-
ber of the Buddhist Churches of America
express with surprise that a long-time
resident didn’t even know that a Buddhist
church existed in their town.

I could see how that happened. Our
Buddhist churches and temples have been
here for over one hundred years. However,
their main purpose had been to care for the
wellness of the Japanese immigrants, their
families and descendants facing histori-
cal and cultural obstacles such as racism,
religious intolerance, and language differ-
ences. Our ministers and leaders provided
whatever was needed in order for their
people to survive in this country. Churches
and temples were and are needed for those
reasons. But the conditions surrounding
our organization are rapidly changing.

Today, we are seeing some positive
changes. One is that more and more
people are looking to Buddhism as their
spiritual and religious quest. According
to Rev. Nariaki Hayashi of Ekoji Bud-
dhist Temple in Virginia, around 1,800
people came to their Obon Festival, and
many people attended the Obon Service
to listen to the Dharma. He also said that
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over 500 scouts came to the Buddhist
Sunday Service at the 2017 Boy Scouts
of America National Jamboree on July
23. The space allocated to the Buddhist
group had a capacity for only 150 people,
so he had to divide the group into three
and it was still standing room only. As
reported in the August issue of the Wheel
of Dharma, Rev. Hayashi was assisted by
a Youth Minister’s Assistant, Brandon
Fujii of Oxnard Buddhist Temple. Many
scouts were impressed to see a young Bud-
dhist actively participating in the Sunday
morning service. Rev. Hayashi is trying to
let the public know that Ekoji Buddhist
Temple is there in the community.

I would like us to encourage each other
to let people know that we are here. It
is our responsibility to let people know
that we exist and would like to welcome
them. When the community recognizes
our temple, our temple truly becomes
a temple. This reminds me of the third
stanza of Juseige™:

When I have fulfilled the Buddha-way,

My Name shall pervade the ten quarters;

If there be any place it is not heard,

I vow not to attain the supreme enlight-
enment.

Although the Buddha is always the
Buddha, if we do not recognize the Bud-
dha or his Wisdom and Compassion, he
does not become the Buddha. It is like
the mutual recognition between a mother

and her child when the child calls out,
“Mother.”

Amida Buddha appears in this world of
samsara™* as the Name, Namo Amida But-
su,*** because Amida wants us to recognize
his presence and call his Name. Our True
Friend has been calling to each and every
one of us through the Name. However, it
is not merely a name. It is the powerful
and effective working of Enlightenment.
It destroys our foolishness. It breaks our
massive ego. It takes us to our True and
Real Home. Therefore, the Name itself is
Amida Buddha; the activity of the infinite
compassion and wisdom. To call the
Name of Amida is to hear, recognize and
praise his profound compassion within the
Name. It is indeed a call and response.

The First of September is the founding
day of the Buddhist Churches of America.
It was called the Buddhist Mission of
North America at the time. Let us express
our deepest appreciation to the founding
members and leaders of our organiza-
tion. And let’s be a little more proactive
in letting people know that we are here
and would like to share the Dharma with
everyone.

Namo Amida Butsu.

* Juseige: Three Sacred Vows

**samsara: eternal cycles of birth, suffer-
ing, death, and rebirth

***Namo Amida Butsu: a command to
take refuge in Amida Buddha; an expression
recited in gratitude

King of the Fish

By Rev. Henry Toryo Adams, San Mateo Buddhist Temple

During a
recent drive
through inland
California, I
noticed many

dry riverbeds as I
passed by ravines
and over bridges.
Seeing dry land
where water once
flowed, called to
mind a Buddhist
Jataka that tells of the king of a school
of fish that lived in a beautiful lake that
was adorned with lotus blossoms and sur-
rounded by flowering trees.

One summer there was a dry spell,
during which no rain fell for weeks on
end. The hot sun beat down, a dry wind
blew and the parched earth soaked up the
waters of the lake. As the lake dried up,
crows began to circle overhead looking
to snatch a meal from the increasingly
shallow water. The fish in the lake grew
anxious and began to dart back and forth
in search of shelter.

Feeling the suffering of his compan-
ions as his own, the king of the fish
looked up to the sky and said, “As surely
as I do not recall ever having intention-
ally killed a living creature, even in the
most desperate situation, so, by the

power of this truth, may the lord of gods
send rain and fill the lakes with water.”
Thanks to the fish king’s store of virtue,
the skies were moved by his request the
rains began to fall. As the rain fell, the
fish were filled with joy and relief.

The king of the fish was pleased to see
his companions’ relief. At the same time,
he was concerned that the lake may dry
up again in the future. In the hope of
providing lasting peace of mind for his
companions, he appealed to Sakra, lord
of the gods, to help him ensure that the
lake would never again face a similar cri-
sis. Inspired by how the king of the fish
had made efforts to help his companions,
Sakra caused the rains to pour down such
that the lake would never go dry again.

This story reminds us of the truth
that when you work for the benefit of
others, you can achieve the marvelous
and unexpected because others are in-
spired to help. Few people are inspired
to help someone who is working only
for their own personal benefit. However,
when one is working for the benefit of
all beings, people will go to unexpected
lengths to help achieve a worthy goal.

In this story, I see a reflection of how
the Buddha’s boundless compassion is at
work in our lives through the Nembursu.*
In his Hymns of the Pure Land, Shinran

Shonin writes:

When we say “Namu-amida-butsu,”
Brahma and Indra** venerate us;
All the benevolent gods of the heavens
Protect us constantly, day and night.
(Collected Works of Shinran, p. 353)

Like the fish king who would go on
to be become Shakyamuni Buddha in a
future birth, Amida Buddha possesses a
tremendous store of virtue that he directs
for the benefit of all beings. In the words
“Namu-Amida-Butsu” we receive this di-
recting of virtue for our Birth in the Pure
Land and realization of awakening. Just
as Sakra is inspired to aid the fish king
in the Jataka above, Shinran writes that
one whose heart dwells in the Nembutsu
finds marvelous support and protection
from the unseen flow of benevolent pow-
ers in the universe.

Namo Amida Butsu

'Once the Buddha Was a Monkey: Arya
Sura’s Jatakamala, trans. Peter Khoroche,
p. 104

*Nembutsu: to recite the Name of
Amida Buddha: Namo Amida Butsu

*Indra: another name for the god
Sakra

Watsonville Buddhist Temple
423 Bridge Street
Watsonville, CA 95076

Tel: (831) 724-7860

Fax: (831) 724-8167

E-mail: info@wbtemple.org
www.whtemple.org

Watsonville Buddhist Temple

On July 6, 1907, the Watsonville Hongwanji Buddhist Church was officially organized by community
leaders. The first minister was Rev. Jinow Inouye, and within a year there were 208 paid members.
On September 8, 1907 a lot was purchased, and construction of the first temple was completed in

November 1908.

Between 1919 and 1930, four neighboring houses were bought as rental properties. Official church
records from 1906 to 1936 were lost when the buildings were closed during World War II. The
Japanese families were sent to the Assembly Center in Salinas, then imprisoned in the Poston
Relocation Center in Arizona. In late 1945 the buildings were reopened as a hostel for those returning
to Watsonville. Rev. Yoshio Iwanaga conducted religious services voluntarily. After five years, the
Temple was officially reactivated. Rev. Iwanaga passed away in 1950, and there was no resident
minister until 1956.

From the 1950s and on, several additions resulted in a new temple complex, including apartment
buildings behind the temple to provide low-cost housing for seniors. A bell tower building was
completed in 1981.

The Watsonville Buddhist Temple will observe its 110-Year Celebration on November 4, 2017.

SEPTEMBER 2017

Wheel
of Dharma

(USPS 017-700)

Official Publication of the
Buddhist Churches of America

BCA National Headquarters
1710 Octavia Street
San Francisco, CA 94109
Tel: (415) 776-5600
Fax: (415) 771-6293
Info@bcahq.org

www.BuddhistChurchesOfAmerica.org

Email: WODeditor@bcahq.org

Wheel of Dharma (USPS 017-700) is
published monthly by Buddhist Churches
of America, 1710 Octavia St., San
Francisco, CA 94109-4341. Periodicals
Postage Paid at San Francisco, CA and at
additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to WHEEL
OF DHARMA, 1710 Octavia St., San
Francisco, CA 94109-4341. Subscription
free to BCA temple members; $12.00
annual subscription for nonmembers.

Submission Guidelines:

Articles should be around 500 words,
typed, double-spaced in Microsoft Word.
The editors may ask for longer articles,
or split in multiple parts at the editors’
discretion.

Documents should be sent as an email
attachment to WODeditor@bcahq.org.
Please include the article’s author or
contact, temple, and suggested title.
Images, preferably in color, must be
submitted as 300 dpi JPEG or TIFF
in separate attachments and never
embedded in a Word document. PDF is
not preferred. The editors reserve the
right to crop images and to edit articles.
Articles and news releases are reviewed
for publication on the 10th of every
month.

Change of address and subscription
cancellations:

Individuals may mail, email, fax or
phone in change of address requests
and subscription cancellations to the
BCA National Headquarters at the
address above. Please include the
following: Subscriber’s name(as written
on current subscription); address
currently being used; New address and/
or name changes; requested action (e.g.
change of address, name, subscription
cancellation, etc.); phone and/or email
of person requesting the change; date
of request. Please allow up to 8 weeks
for changes to take effect. BCA local
temples should send update requests
as usual.

WHEEL OF DHARMA POLICY

HARDCOPY PUBLICATION LICENSE:
Authors  who  submit articles for
publication in the Wheel of Dharma
(“WOD”) thereby grant WOD a royalty-
free non-exclusive paid up license,
worldwide, in perpetuity and in all media
(the “License”) to use, edit, and republish
the article(s) and to grant sublicenses
to any third party to do so on the same
terms. WOD grants third parties an
identical License to republish its articles
so long as the article(s) is republished in
its entirety, without edit, providing credit
to the WOD and the Buddhist Churches
of America.

ONLINE PUBLICATION LICENSE:
Authors  who  submit articles for
publication in the Wheel of Dharma
online (“WOD”) thereby grant WOD
a royalty-free non-exclusive paid up
license, worldwide, in perpetuity and in
all media (the “License”) to use, edit,
and republish the article(s) and to grant
sublicenses to any third party to do so on
the same terms.

WOD grants third parties an identical
License to republish only the first three
paragraphs of any article, without edit,
providing credit to the WOD and the
Buddhist Churches of America, including
a hyperlink to the article in WOD.

Editor: Rev. Kodo Umezu, Bishop
Editor, Japanese Section:
Rev. Ryuta Furumoto
Managing Editor: Brian
Kensho Nagata
Section Editors: Yumi Hatta,
Michael Endo
Copy Editor: Edythe Vassall

Print Production: Jeffrey Kimoto

Like the Buddhist
Churches of America

Find us on:

facebook.




SEPTEMBER 2017

WHEEL OF DHARMA

PAGE 3

Can the Nembutsu
Help with Our
World Issues?

In this issue of the
Wheel of Dharma you
find an
about the beginnings of
the Buddhist Churches
of America (BCA). The
BCA was born in an

will

American  concentra-
tion camp at a time
when  racist  hatred
By Ken Tanimoto
BCA President was sharply focused

Watsonville Buddhist
Temple

own country.

What I am most distressed about is what

on people of Japanese
descent.
see the same fires of
hatred, greed, and ignorance being fanned at
home and abroad, and the threat of nuclear
war is again rearing its ugly head.

Like many of you, I have been reading
about the many serious social and world issues
that have been happening recently. Like you,
[ am disturbed by the recent actions of leaders
in Venezuela, North Korea, and even in our

came just as angry as the person who drove

into the crowd and killed the protestor. Anger

at the murderer was my first emotion, then
ignorance of not really knowing what led to
this event, blaming our political leaders, and
quickly reacting to raw emotion. For a few

moments after seeing and hearing about the
incident, I felt the desire to do harm to an-

other person.
article

temple

Today we

Looking back at this terrible day as well as
other events of past and present history, i.e.,
Japanese-American relocation camps, Muslim
bombings
Americans and Latinos being racially profiled,
I felt a gut wrenching feeling that hatred and
bigotry exist today more than ever.

It is my personal belief that what happened
in Charlottesville could have been different if,
before anything erupted, a respectful, active
dialogue could have taken place so that differ-
ences could have been listened to and hope-
fully negotiated. Maybe I am a dreamer, but
there has to be some way of interconnecting
with one another before innocent people get
hurt. Our world we live in is not about you or
me...it’s all about you and me.

To make any sense of world, national, and
local issues, my guide to peace and tranquility
is going back to our Nembutsu teachings of
showing and expressing kindness and compas-

and beatings, African-

sion. It is the only way to bring joy back into

happened on August 12 at a white nationalist

rally in Charlottesville, Virginia. One innocent
protester was killed and many people were
seriously injured by a white supremacist who
expressed the three poisons that create human
suffering: greed, anger, and ignorance. Two

others died in an accident related to the event.

When I first heard about this, I, too, be-

our lives. In the words of Shinran Shonin:

Even when we are evil, if we revere the power
of the Vow all the more deeply, gentleheartedness
and forbearance will surely arise in us through
its spontaneous wor/ez'ng.

(Collected Works of Shinran, p.676)

Namo Amida Butsu.

fe

A

Rev. Ronald Kobata spoke at the
SF Unite Against Hate Rally at City
Hall on August 25. Photo by Keith
Kojimoto.

Twice a year we dedicate
a service to reflect upon the
seasonal changes in the natural
and physical world by observ-
ing Spring or Fall O-Higan* T
%=1 (other shore), which
coincide with the equinox.
Transitioning from the heat of
summer to the cool of autumn
provided people with a sense of
reinvigoration and anticipation
for the fall harvest. They were
inspired to rededicate their
lives to a spiritual sense of being
idealized as the “Other Shore
or 18R | Higan,” a state of
spiritual liberation, or the Pure
Land of Enlightenment.

An
for the experience of awaken-
ing to the truth (the Dharma)
describes breaking out of the
cycle of samsara** (delusion).

alternate  description

Regardless of how it may be
described, the goal of awaken-
ing from the delusion of seeing
ourselves as individual, separate
beings independent unto our-
selves is how I appreciate our
Buddhist sense of being in and
of the world we live in, togeth-
er in Oneness with all beings.
This

within us by the reality of im-

awareness is awakened
permanence: nothing exists for-
ever. In this light, we come to
appreciate the truth that we do
not live alone.

There is a metaphor that
describes an unaware life as be-
ing encased in a cocoon of self-

No Boundaries

By Rev. Ronald Kobata, Buddhist Church of San Francisco

The radiance of enlightenment, in its brilliance, transcends all limits;

Thus Amida is called “Buddha of Light of Purity.”

Once illuminated by this light,

We are freed of karmic defilements and attain emancipation.
— Hymns of the Pure Land #9 (Collected Works of Shinran, p. 326)

identifying threads of thoughts.
We have our own beliefs about
what we think “I” am, what
“others” are, and what “the
world” is. Until the causes and
conditions of our life situa-
tions redirect our minds to
question who or what we are,
we will continue to wrap our-
selves in these thought threads.
Shin Buddhist writings refer to
them as “blind desires.” They
are considered blind in that
they lack light; they lack aware-
ness. We continue to wrap our-
selves in thoughts of becoming
“somebody” (wanting recogni-
tion and praise), and fearing
being “nobody.”

The unraveling process be-
gins with the awareness of the
limits and foolishness of iden-
tifying ourselves as someone or
something that exists indepen-
dently and unchanging; as my
“self.” I appreciate the meaning
of “Hearing the Dharma” as the
light of day that penetrates into
the cocoon, causing it to open
up to the boundless world sur-
rounding and sustaining it.

You may recall the late Lt.
Col. Ellison Onizuka, one
of the seven astronauts who
died in the tragic explosion of
the Challenger space shuttle
in 1986. A recent news item
brought to mind a comment I
read quoting Ellison’s obser-
vation from a prior successful
space shuttle mission. Having

been raised as a Shin Buddhist
through his family’s involve-
ment with the Kona Hongwanji
on the island of Hawaii, and
having served as the president
of the state Junior Young Bud-
dhist Association, looking into
the vast universe from the space
shuttle, he shared with his
mother, “I felt that I saw the
Pure Land; no boundaries!”
Like being liberated out
of the bondage of the cocoon
of thoughts of a single, solid,
static “self,” we cross over to
the Other Shore, the Bound-
less Pure Land of Immeasurable

Life and Light.

That which gives meaning to
human existence is the Pure Land

That which binds the Pure
Land to human existence is the
Primal Vow (Hongwan)

That which manifests the Pri-
mal Vow in human existence is
the Nembutsu.

Thar which is inwardly sensed
in human existence by virtue of
the Nembutsu is Light

Rev. Daiei Kaneko

Namo Amida Butsu

*Higan (or o-higan): literally
means “other shore” in Japanese.
It refers to nirvana, enlighten-
ment, or the Pure Land.

**samsara: eternal cycles
of birth, suffering, death, and
rebirth

In Memoriam
Rev. Yasuto John Jaan Doami

The Buddhist Churches of America
announces with deepest sympathy the
passing of Rev. Yasuto John Jaan Doami
on August 16, 2017 in Cerritos, Califor-
nia. Rev. Doami was born in Sacramento
and received Tokudo ordination in 1960
and Kyoshi certification in 1961 and
was appointed a Kaikyoshi in 1965. He

served at the Los Angeles Betsuin and
Gardena Buddhist Church before embarking on a career at the
Los Angeles County Library overseeing the Asian collections.
Rev. Doami began volunteering as a part-time minister at the
Orange County Buddhist Church in 1974 and formally served
the Orange County Sangha for 36 years, from 1977 until 2013.
Rev. Doami is survived by his wife Koko, sons David (Kim)
and Daryl (Lily), brother Junji (Pat) and four grandchildren.
Funeral services were held at the Orange County Buddhist

Church on September 3, 2017.

Rev. Dr. Alfred Bloom

It is with deepest sadness that the
Buddhist Churches of America and the
Institute of Buddhist Studies announce
the passing of Rev. Dr. Alfred Bloom on
August 25, 2017 in Hawaii.

For many years, Dr. Bloom served a
distinguished career at the University of
Hawaii as Professor of Religion. Upon
retirement, he came to Berkeley and was
appointed Dean of the Institute of Bud-
dhist Studies from 1986 to 1988.

In 1990, Dr. Bloom received Tokudo ordination from the
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji sect, followed by Kyoshi certification
in 1992 and was designated as a Kaikyoshi in 1994.

Dr. Bloom was awarded the Institute of Buddhist Studies’
President’s Award in 2016 for his extraordinary support of the

IBS.

Funeral services for Dr. Bloom were held at the Honpa Hon-
gwanji Hawaii Betsuin on September 2, 2017.

Kieshiki Affirmation Ceremony for YAC at Buddhist
Church of San Francisco: On Thursday, July 6, 2017, Rev.
Kodo Umezu, Bishop of the Buddhist Churches of America,
conferred Buddhist names on 13 members of the BCA Youth

Advocacy Committee (YAC) Summer Retreat during their visit
to the Buddhist Church of San Francisco.

Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani

to visit Hawaii Kyodan

On June 4, 2014, His
Eminence Monshu  Kojun
Ohtani assumed the position as
the 25th Monshu (head priest)
of our Hongwanji sect. At
that time, he began traveling
throughout Japan, making of-
ficial visits to each district and
meeting with temple members.

From October 2016 through
May of this year, Dento Hokoku
Hoyo (Commemoration on the
Accession of the Jodo Shinshu
Tradition) services were held at
the Hongwanji headquarters.
They were attended by thou-
sands of Nembutsu followers
from all over the world, includ-
ing members from the overseas

districts from Hawaii, Canada,
South America, and the Bud-

dhist Churches of America
(BCA).
This month, Gomonshu

Ohtani will make an official
visit to the Hawaii District,
visiting temples throughout
the islands. On September 8,
Gomonshu will participate in
the Classroom Building Dedi-
cation Ceremony at the Pacific
Buddhist Academy, the first
Shin Buddhist high school in
the USA. The BCA extends to
Gomonshu and his entourage a
warm welcome and best wishes
for a memorable visit to our

50th state!
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Memories of the 2017 Young Buddhist International Exchange

By Trevor Yokoyama, Seattle Betsuin

Before participating in the Young Buddhists’ International Cultural Study Exchange
(YBICSE) program, I had yet to realize the profound effect that Jodo Shinshu Buddhism has
had upon my life. For me, growing up Buddhist was always fairly simple: going to church on
Sundays, chanting Juseige, going to Dharma School and YBA [Young Buddhists’ Association]
and occasionally saying Namo Amida Butsu whenever 1 killed a bug. However, going to Japan
and meeting fellow Buddhists from around the world as well as learning about the history of
our religion has allowed me to gain a deeper appreciation for being a Jodo Shinshu Buddhist.

For those of you who don’t know, YBICSE is a program in which young Jodo Shinshu
Buddhists travel to the Nishi Hongwanji for a 10-day retreat in which they learn about and
experience Buddhism in Japan. Our group had a total of 35 participants from Hawaii, Cana-
da, Brazil, and mainland America. For the Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) participants,
six days were spent in
Kyoto, three days at a
home-stay in Osaka,
and a day trip to Hiro-
shima.  Furthermore,
after the program end-
ed, our group spent an
additional two days in
Tokyo.

For many of
the participants in
YBICSE, this was a
trip of “firsts.” A large
number of participants
had never traveled to
Japan nor had they had
the chance to visit the
Nishi Hongwanji.
However, any anxiety that our group possessed was resolved after the first day of the pro-
gram. Meeting the other participants was an experience that I will always cherish. I thought
that it was wonderful how, although from different countries, Buddhism had allowed us to
meet and befriend one another. I would often reflect upon this notion throughout the trip as
I traveled to other temples and my homestay.

o» YBICSE group at the HongWanji Headquarters

Staying at the Hongwanji was both educational and enjoyable. It is a very surreal feeling
to go to morning service at the Hongwanji. As Rev. Endo pointed out to us, our BCA
churches have gone through a bit of “Americanization” as our Hondos (main hall of the tem-
ple) are more narrow than wide, and have pews. Although different, I felt at ease during ser-
vice and we all found service to be a wonderful, albeit eatly, start to our mornings.

I think that the highlight of the week for everyone was the homestays in Osaka. We
were assigned to different Temples throughout the area and our homestay families quickly
became extensions of our own families. All of us were stuffed full of food, omiyage (souvenirs)
and memorties over those three days, and we all treasure our time there.

Our whole group encourages anyone who is eligible to take part in the YBICSE pro-
gram. We have all gained wonderful friends, memories and stories that we will hold dear for
the rest of our lives. I would also like to thank everyone involved with YBICSE program
including Rev. Patti Usuki, Rev. Michael Endo, and members of Nishi Hongwanji’s interna-
tional department. These individuals, along with many more, helped to enable myself and the
other participants to realize a grander meaning to being a Jodo Shinshu Buddhist. Nanzo
Amida Butsn.
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s WALK T0 FEED
% THE HUNGRY

JOIN US FOR A DAY OF COMPASSIONATE ACTION‘

These walks raise awareness and funds for Buddhist Global Re-
lief which was inspired by Bhikkhu Bodhi to combat hunger and
malnutrition. BGR supports long-term methods of sustainable
food production and promotes the education and right liveli-
hood of girls and women so essential in the struggle against
poverty and malnutrition. The walks help people lift themselves
out of poverty here locally and all over the world.

To register for a walk, visit BuddhistGlobalRelief.org. Contact
BGR at info@buddhistglobalrelief.org or call 1-888-852-7579.

San Jose, CA September 16
Willington, CT September 24
San Francisco, CA  September 30

Portland, ME September 30
Milford, Ml September 30
Seattle, WA September 30
Philadelphia, PA October 15
Portland, OR October 21
St. Louis, MO October 22
New York, NY October 28
Houston, TX November 4

100™ Birthday Tribute to George Aratani
Sunday, October 1, 2017 from 1-4 p.m.
Aratani Theatre, 244 S. San Pedro St., Los Angeles, CA

George Aratani was a great Japanese American Nisei. He was a man

of humility, compassion, fortitude, and courage who practiced his !
Buddhist principles by caring for all human beings; an innovator

who founded two international companies: Mikasa & Co. and Kenwood Electronics.

He was a great philanthropist and helped raise awareness of Japanese culture.

Speakers: Performances by:
George Takei David Benoit
Rev. William Briones June Kuramoto
Joy Melcher Scott Takeda
Josephine Seki

Tickets available at JACCC Aratani Theatre or online at Aratanil 00.eventbrite.com

Early Bird ticket: $25 per person Early Bird group of 10 or more: $22 per person
Afier September 20), ticket prices go up to $35 and 330 for 10 or more

To become a sponsor or place an ad in George Aratani souvenir program booklet,
please contact Hoshina Seki at info@ambuddhist.org or call 914-393-0510

Sponsored by

N

American Buddhist Study Center

Introducing Buddhist values and Japanese traditions that have influenced our American culture

www.ambuddhist.org

2017 BCA Educational Events

Programs subject to change. Events at the Jodo Shinshu Center
unless otherwise noted.

September 23 ~ Fifth Annual Women in Buddhism Con-
ference, Buddhist Paths: Women’s Choices. 9:30 am - 3:30
pm, Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple, 1427 S. Main St., Seattle,
WA. Speakers: Rev. Carol Himaka, Rev. Candice Shibata, and
Prof. Kyoko Tokuno. Registration: $30 for students with 1D,
all others $45. For details, visit seattlebetsuin.org.

September 23 ~ “Just As You Are: Being LGBTQ and
Buddhism” will be held at the Pasadena Buddhist Temple, 2-5
pm. Free admission; all #——
> > ey
are welcome. RSVP at |0 T P YT
PasadenaBuddhistTem- K : Busfmsmu«a Bﬂﬂﬁ’mm
ple.org B BUDDHISM”

Sept. 26-29 ~ West &
East Hong(w)anji
Overseas  Propaga-
tion Exchange

(WEHOPE) and | ALMENEON B
Ministers’ Continu- RECADMISSION 1055 e e, Pesadons S11GS
ing Education 1SV ON WESITE e e s

(MCE) Seminar.
Nishi and Higashi ministers meet, study, and dialogue together.

2017 WEHOPE DHARMATHON
A series of Dharma messages
September 27, 7-8:15 pm & September 28, 4-5:15 pm
Free & Open to the Public at the JSC, 2140 Durant Ave., Berkeley

September 30 ~ Fall Japanese Seminar. Dharma talks in
Japanese by ministers participating in the WEHOPE gathering.

October 1 & October 6-8 ~ Ohana Arts presents “Peace On
Your Wings,” a new musical inspired by the life of Sadako Sa-
saki. Performance at the Cowell Theatre at Fort Mason, San
Francisco on October 1 at 2 pm and 7:30 pm, and at the Ham-
mer Theatre in San Jose from October 6 - 8 at 7:30 pm, with 2
pm matinees on Saturday and Sunday. For ticket information,
Visit peaceonyourwings.com. See article on page 0.

October 12-14 ~ Fall Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP)
Seminar. Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto (IBS) will lecture on
chapters 15 & 16 of Tannisho, Dt. Natalie Quli (IBS) will lecture
on Diversity and Intersectionality in the Buddhist Bay Area, and
Rev. Sala Sekiya (Gardena) will teach chanting and liturgy.

November 18 ~ “Rainbow of Infinite Life: LGBTQ in Shin
Buddhism Seminar” will be held at the Seattle Buddhist Tem-
ple Betsuin from 10 am - 3 pm. Tickets are $40 General and $20
Students. Visit seattlebetsuin.org or see LGBTQ article on page 5
for more information.

December 7-9 ~ Winter Minister’s Assistant Program
(MAP) Seminar. Dr. Mark Blum (UC Berkeley) will lecture on
Tannisho chapters 17, 18, and epilogue. Rev. Harry Bridge
(Oakland) will teach chanting and liturgy.

BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org cbe@bcahg.org (510) 809-1460




SEPTEMBER 2017

WHEEL OF DHARMA

2017 LGBTQ Pride Events

This year, in addition to ongoing participation in Pride Parades by the
New York Buddhist Church, the Buddhist Church of San Francisco, and other
Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) Sanghas, we received additional reports
which we have excerpted below:

Southern District

“Iehi-mi: Being One in Flavor” was the name of the seminar hosted by the
Gardena Buddhist Church on June 17 to discuss and understand the difficul-
ties in making a temple a safe place that does not exclude anyone, and in par-
ticular, people of the LGBTQ community.

Initially, several persons were asked to serve on a panel but all declined
due to personal circumstances of not feeling safe enough to openly participate.
This situation resulted in the 50 attendees having an open discussion, followed
by a role-playing activity emphasizing the realities of revealing one’s sexual
otientation to family, community, and sangha.

At the conclusion of the afternoon, all were encouraged to go back to
their temples to work towards making them safe and welcoming places for
LGBTQ persons to come to and hear the Dharma. The next Iehi-mi Seminar
will be scheduled in 2018.

“Tust As You Are: Being LGBTQ and Buddbism” A Community Conversation will be
held at the Pasadena Buddhist Temple on Saturday, September 23 from 2-5
pm. Admission is free and all are welcome. Visit PasadenaBud-dhistTemple.org for
more information and to RSVP.

_ SEATTLE
&) BUDDHIST TEMPLE

o
seattlebetsvin.org

Northwest District

Inspired by conversations with the Seattle Dharma School parents during
a Dharma exchange, 100 members from the Northwest District participated in
the Seattle Pride Parade, held this year on June 25.

Several weeks prior to the Parade, several dharma talks were given by
Northwest ministers sharing the Shin message in regard to the practice of in-
clusiveness in our Sanghas. At the Pride Parade, where a festive atmosphere
was the theme, the Northwest members danced to “Shiawase Samba” and
“Tanko Bushi” as they were accompanied by Seattle Matsuri Taiko.

“Rainbow of Infinite Life: LGBTQ in Shin Buddhism Seminar” will be held at
the Seattle Buddhist Temple Betsuin on Saturday, November 18 from 10 am -
3 pm. Tickets are $40 General and $20 Students. Visit seattlebetsuin.org for more
information. Sponsored by the BCA Center for Buddhist Education and Seat-
tle Buddhist Temple Betsuin.

BCA Bookstore News By Gayle Noguchi

Now available: What Do You
Do with a Problem? and the
award-winning What Do You
Do with an Idea? written by
Kobi Yamada, illustrated by
Mae Besom. Both available in
hardback, $16.95 each.

Have you ever felt overwhelmed by a problem? Have you wished it
would just go away or that you could hide from it? What Do You Do with a Prob-
lem? 1s a charming story about a young boy who is plagued by a persistent
problem. At first, he doesn’t know what to make of it and he tries desperately
to avoid it. However, he eventually finds the courage within himself to face it
and, in doing so, he unexpectedly discovers something beautiful. Of course, as
Buddhists we recognize that life is full of suffering. Whether at home, at
school, work, or temple, “life is a bumpy road” as Reverend Dr. Kenneth
Tanaka would say. This story reminds us that what may appear to us as a prob-
lem, actually brings with it an opportunity to encounter the Nembutsu teach-
ings, helping us to awaken to our true selves if we have the courage to look

deeply.

Have you ever had an idea that just seemed too different? Too “out
there”? Even a little crazy? What do you do with it? What Do You Do with an
Idea? is a delightful story for people of all ages. One day an “out of the box”
idea occurs to a young boy. Although initially wary of it, the boy eventually
learns to embrace it. This story encourages us to open our minds and hearts
and to welcome seeing things from another perspective. Letting go of our at-
tachment to set viewpoints, we find we can change and grow and, ultimately,
we can even change the wotld. What Do You Do with an Idea? is a recipient of
the Independent Publisher Book Awards, recognizing excellence in independ-
ent publishing,.

To purchase, go to buddbistchurchesofamerica.org and click on the BCA
Bookstore link, or contact gnoguchi@bcahg.org or 510-809-1435. The BCA
Bookstore is located in the Jodo Shinshu Center at 2140 Durant Avenue,
Berkeley, CA 94704. Open Wednesday through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Like us Facebook.

OUR JODO SHINSHU TRADITIONS

Nenju or Juzu?

What is the difference with these strands of
beads? Some people call them “nenju” and oth-
ers call them “juzu.” Are they the same!?

In some Buddhist traditions and other reli-
gious traditions, the “nenju” or “juzu” is used
for counting how many times a person recites
something. In the Chinese characters for juzu,

€69y

ju” means “counter” and “zu” means “beads.”

However, in our Shin tradition, since we do
not use the beads as an aid for meditation or
chanting, we should refer to it as a “nen-ju’:
nen (mindful or thinking) + ju (beads) = beads
to keep us mindful of the Buddha.

The traditional strand of the nenju have 108
beads, but today, most lay members have an abbreviated version with fewer
beads for easier carrying. The number of beads is insignificant. However, tradi-
tionally, the number of beads on shorter strands have been in numbers evenly
divisible into 108 (usually 54 or 27). Different denominations and traditions
have different styles and tassels.

When carrying the nenju, you should hold it in your left hand. If you're wearing
a wrist-style nenju, you should wear it on your left wrist.

“A Special Place”
Summer Dharma School at BCSF

For two weeks in June, 17 students practiced Buddhism, crafted, cooked,

and made new friends at “A Special Place” Summer Dharma School spon-
sored by the Buddhist Church of San Francisco. While more than half the stu-
dents came from non-Buddhist backgrounds, g :
“Golden Chain,” “Nembutsn,” and other Jodo
Shinshu teachings were familiar to all by the end of
the session. The program was supervised by Rev.
Ron Kobata, with assistance from Ministet’s Assis-
tant Elaine Donlin and program directors Nanayo
Silver, Arlene Kimata, and BJ Soriano.

Photos from top to botton: Nenju (Buddhist beads)
were created with beads earned by each student to

W represent activities and lessons. Everyone, including

W 7he 5-year-olds, earned the Mealtime Thanksgiving

W bead. Other beads represented memorized verses,
daily attendance, and art/ craft projects. Preparing
the naijin for service, offering incense, and “Gassho
With Amida” were twice-daily rituals performed
with the guidance
of Rev. Ron Kobata and Minister's Assistant Elaine Donlin.
Students got up close to the altar and learned the hows and
whys of Jodo Shinshu practices. Field Trip to Jodo
Shinshu Centet, a dharma talk with Rev. Harry Bridge,
and delicious lunch prepared by |SC staff were enjoyed by all.
Rev. Harry brought a photo of himself as a child and shared
personal experiences that showed how Buddbist lessons can belp
navigate the ups and downs of childhood. “I Spy with my
Buddhist Eye” was the theme for walking the Labyrinth

e e

1 at Grace Cathedral.
Who knew that walk-
ing meditation is a

practice shared by
another religion?!
Students began to see
how Buddhist ideas are
universal and can be
Jound in other unlikely
places. Photos by
Arlene Kimata.
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“Be the Refuge”: Reflections on Karma &
Gratitude, Suffering & Spiritual Friendship

(Part 3 of 3)
Commencement Address to the
Graduating Class of 2017
Institute of Buddhist Studies, Berkeley, CA
May 19, 2017
By Chenxing Han, MA (Class of 2014)

Editor’s Note: This is the third of three parts. Parts
one and two appeared in the July and August issues,
respectively.

During my  three
years as a student here

at IBS, I periodically
read Carl Bielefeldt’s
commencement address

to the graduating class
of 1994.! One of my
favorite insights from his
speech is the reminder
that students here have
a “rare and precious
chance to explore a rare
and precious world.” We
are blessed with a kaleidoscopic view of Buddhism
here at the Institute of Buddhist Studies, where we
learn about the Buddha in multiple forms, explore
the dharma in all its capaciousness, and build warm
and welcoming sangha together. Recognizing that
meaning is always multivalent, we can interpret
bhikkhuni Rohini’s poem to refer to venerable
monastics who have long ago passed on, or we
can admire the many contemplatives here today.
Whether contemplation means saying the nembutsu
or reciting the daimoku, investigating dharmas or
“just sitting,” recommitting to bodhisattva vows or
undertaking ngindro [Tibetan Buddhist] practices,
reflecting on impermanence or pondering the four
immeasurables—there is room for all of us here.

People often ask what I learned from interview-
ing nearly a hundred young adult Asian American
Buddhists for my MA research here at IBS. I can
pare it down to four words: diversity, humility,
respect, and resistance. First, I learned that Asian
American Buddhists—and, by extension, American
Buddhists—are an astonishingly diverse group of
people. Recognizing this diversity, they are humble
in their own limited viewpoints, and respectful of
other’s viewpoints. With this respect comes the
need for resistance—because the thriving of diverse
peoples, practices, and beliefs is anything but guar-
anteed.

A story I heard on a recent podcast illustrates this
point well.> Manzanar was one of the ten internment
camps where more than 110,000 Japanese Ameri-
cans were unconstitutionally incarcerated during
WWIIL In 1992, Sue Kunitomi Embrey, who had
been interned at Manzanar, flew to Washington,
D.C. to testify before the U.S. Senate subcommittee
on Public Lands, National Parks, and Forests. She
successfully appealed to have Manzanar designated
as a National Historic Site. In her appeal, she ar-
gued: “democracy is a fragile concept only as good

and strong as the people who practice it.” We might
say the same for the dharma: that it is only as good
and strong as the people who practice it.

In the words of the Angry Asian Buddhist, a
blogger who writes about issues of race and repre-
sentation in American Buddhism, we must be the
refuge we wish to see in the world. To quote Prof.
Bielefeldt again, “it is not just that we students of
the dharma take refuge in the dharma; the dharma
also takes refuge in us.” We may feel like inadequate
refuges, but, as one of my interviewees put it, “Bud-
dhists must be brave because they must stare into
the abyss of themselves and come out humble and
compassionate. We need public figures to do this.”
As chaplains, we are trained in deep listening. But
chaplains, of course, are much more than listen-
ers—they, like Guanyin regarding the suffering of
all beings, also advocate and act. As Martin Luther
King reminds us, “We must speak with all the hu-
mility that is appropriate to our limited vision, but
we must speak.” I have no doubt that our graduates
will embrace the many lessons they have learned in
their years of study here as they go forth as deep
listeners and courageous speakers in a world that
very much needs both.

Let me conclude with a message directed to
our graduates: Reflecting back on why my digital
inquiry for “how to give a commencement speech”
proved to be woefully inadequate, it occurs to me
that a 0.71-second, 2,850,000-result Google search
couldn’t possibly satisfy the burning questions and
tenacious curiosities that led you to IBS. Those ques-
tions and curiosities have likely evolved during your
time here. They have transformed through personal
reflection, classroom debates, advisor meetings, for-
mation groups, spiritual camaraderie, and the myri-
ad opportunities this unique educational experience
has afforded you. I hope these urgent questions and
curiosities will continue to transform—in ways that
startle and move you, unmask and renew you.

As you step forth into your post-graduation life,
your learning continues, but now the curriculum
design is entirely up to you. You must discern what
needs to be done based on the causes and conditions
of your life and the urgent needs of your broader
communities. As you embark on the next steps of
your journeys, my wish for you is this: May you
be supported as you are today—surrounded by
good friends and teachers in the Dharma, rejoicing
together in your many laudable achievements, and
dedicated to being a refuge for all who inhabit this
precious and vulnerable world.

Thank you.

Complete text is available online at shin-ibs.edu

Yhttp://www.shin-ibs.eduldocuments/pwj3-
6/02Biclefeldr.pdf

2 http://99percentinvisible.orglepisode/manzanar/
Shitp:/lkingencyclopedia.stanford.edu/encyclopedial

documentsentry/doc_beyond_vietnam/

Butsu Butsu...

By Brian Kensho Nagata, Managing Editor

[ am basically a slob!
It never fails that I spill
something on my clothes
whenever I eat. The other
day 1 was wearing one
of my favorite shirts, a
special gift from a dear
friend. On par with my
usual life pattern, I spilled
something in two spots
the size of a quarter on
this favorite shirt. I didn’t
even notice until I was
ready to put the shirt into
the wash, and then I saw
these two gross, caked-on
spots right on the front of
the shirt! I have no idea
what they were from...

As my mother would
have told me, I pre-soaked
the spots with detergent
and let it sit for a few
hours, hoping the deter-
gent would bring the stain
out, but no such luck. I
then went to the grocery
store to look for some-
thing stronger and paid
a fortune for this special
cleaner: dab the spot with
the cleaner, allow it to sit
for two hours and then
press a clean towel over
the spot. I did just as I was

told and, while it did get
some of the stain out, I
could still see the shadow
of the stain on the front
of my shirt... the shirt is
forever ruined.

I had never spent so
much time trying to clean
two small spots on a shirt!
I thought to myself, how
vain. Why am I wasting
my time doing this? Why
am I so attached to this
shirt? Then I realized,
these two spots are like
karma. Once the stain is
on the shirt, no matter
how hard I may try to
completely remove the
stain, it just won’t disap-
pear.

Isn’t this just like my
karma? Once I have done
something wrong or said
something I should not
have said, I may be able
to “remove” most of the
damage, but something
will always remain. So,
it took me ruining my
favorite shirt to realize
something that the Bud-
dha has been teaching me

since the day I was born...
Nam Man Da...

Thanking Our Sangha

On behalf of the Bud-
dhist Churches of America
(BCA) and Rev. Kodo
Umezu, BCA Bishop,
we thank all of the BCA
members who contributed
to the celebration of the
succession of Monshu
Sennyo Kojun Ohtani to
becoming the 25th Head
Priest of the Jodo Shinshu
Hongwanji-ha  institu-
tion.

The numerous services
marking the Commemo-
rations of the Jodo Shin-
shu Tradition started in
2016, with the last event
in May 2017. At that time
Bishop Umezu and BCA
President Ken Tanimoto
offered your celebratory
gift. As of August, the

amount was well over

$87,000 and is increasing
monthly. Your offering
to the Hongwanji-ha
conveys the importance of
Shinran Shonin’s legacy
of joy and gratitude to
future generations.

We thank you again
for your acts of kindness
and continuing support
in making Jodo Shinshu
a worldwide religion of
peace and tranquility.

Gassho,

Ken Tanimoto,
President,
Buddhist Churches
of America

Rev. Kodo Umezu,
Bishop,

Buddhist Churches

of America

Northern California Premiere:

October 1 in San Francisco

Peace on Your Wings

A scene from “Peace on Your Wings.”

Ohana Arts of Hawaii presents the Northern
California debut of Peace on Your Wings on
October 1 at San Francisco’s Cowell Theater
in Fort Mason, and October 6-8 in San Jose at
the Hammer Theater. Peace on Your Wings is
an exhilarating musical inspired by the life of
Sadako Sasaki, the 12-year-old young girl who
folded one thousand origami cranes in the hope
of having her wish fulfilled that she could over-
come her leukemia caused by radiation from the
Hiroshima atomic bombing.

Unfortunately, Sadako passed away, but to
this day, she has inspired an international move-
ment of folding cranes for peace. The musical
juxtaposes Sadako’s true story with a fictional
story about a group of her friends who rally sup-
port from around Japan to have a monument
built in Sadako’s memory to honor the child
victims of the world’s first atomic bomb.

The original idea for this play started with
a vision from the Bishop Eric Matsumoto of
the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, who

approached the directors to come up with a
production in honor of the 125¢h anniversary of
the Mission’s founding. Peace on Your Wings was
created by the talented Jenny Taira and Laurie
Rubin and their production team. It has since
played throughout Hawaii, in Los Angeles, and
most recently in New York City.

The mainland productions have been made
possible with the support of various community
organizations as well as the Buddhist Churches
of America, and the Palo Alto Buddhist Temple,
San Jose Betsuin, and Buddhist Church of San
Francisco.

This fall, the Bay Area performances will be
feature a new cast of youth ages 6-17, several of
whom attend various Northern California BCA
temples.

For ticket information, please visit peaceony-
ourwings.com. If you would like to support the
production through crowdfunding, please visit
youcaring.com/ohanaarts-905743. Your donation
will be greatly appreciated.
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2017 BCA Ministers’ Summer Seminar
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Reno Howakai at Reno Buddhist Center
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Summer Pacific Seminar at the JSC
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