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2018 BCA National Council Meeting Convenes in Sacramento
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Left photo: The 2018-2019 Buddhist Churches of America Executive Committee members are (left to right): Jeffery Matsuoka, Treasurer; Terri Omori, Vice President; Richard Stambul, President; Dr. Kent
Matsuda, President-elect; Nancy Okada, Secretary; and Steven Terusaki, Vice President. Photo by Cathy Fujimori. Right photo: Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop (left) and Nancy Kimura, FBWA President

(right) presented gifts of appreciation to recently retired ministers, Rev. Zuikei Taniguchi (second from right) and Rev. Nobuo Miyaji. Photo by Steve Ogata.

“Together in Gassho” was the theme of this year’s Buddhist Churches of
America (BCA) Ministers Association and National Council Meetings (NCM),
hosted by the BCA Northern District at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel in
Sacramento, CA from February 21-25. BCA delegates passed the annual budget,
installed the Executive Committee, and resolved other BCA organizational busi-

ness.

As in previous years, the NCM included Dharma-focused activities as well: a
special chanting ritual and a Dharmathon (series of short Dharma talks) by BCA
ministers; and a symposium sponsored by the Institute of Buddhist Studies and
the Center for Buddhist Education on “Religiosity and Social Consciousness
in the BCA” with Dr. Tetsuden Kashima as the keynote speaker. More NCM

coverage will appear in the April Wheel of Dharma.

220 Attend NW District Convention

Rev. Henry Adams (at the podium) delivers the keynote speech at the 71st NW District
Buddhist Convention. Photo by Sophi Mosbruker.

By Mari Haworth
Spokane Buddhist Temple

On February 16-18, 2018, the
Buddhist Churches of America
(BCA) 71st Northwest District
Buddhist Convention was held in
Spokane, Washington, with 220
people attending from NW Dis-
trict temples, Canada, and Cali-
fornia. The attendees participated
in 12 workshops given by NW
District ministers and lay people,
went to two services, and enjoyed
a banquet with entertainment
by Spokane Taiko. The Spokane
Buddhist Temple sponsored the
weekend, and 65 of their sangha
members were enthusiastic volun-
teers at the Convention.

The theme for the Conven-
tion was “Coming Down The
Mountain.” Rev. Kodo Umezu,

BCA Bishop, stated, “The theme
for this year’s convention suggests
that we should learn from the
spiritual path of Shinran Shonin.
After 20 years of intense monastic
practice, Shinran Shonin real-
ized his inability to become free
of bonno (afflictions) and came
down from Mt. Hiei to search for
spiritual guidance. These were
his first steps towards the Nem-
butsu way.

“This theme asks each of us
to find out where we might be
in our spiritual quest. It is our
responsibility to discover the true
meaning of our lives by turning to
the teachings left for us to follow.”

During the closing service on
the final day of the Conference,
Rev. Kodo Umezu certified Eric
Kerkove, a Spokane Buddhist
Temple Sangha member, as a
Minister’s Assistant.

Affirmation Ceremony

at Ekoji Buddhist Temple

Buddhist Churches of America Bishop, Rev. Kodo Umezu (back row, fourth from
left), performed a Kieshiki Affirmation Ceremony at Ekoji Buddhist Temple on
Sunday, January 7, 2018. He was assisted by Resident Minister, Rev. Nariaki
Hayashi (on his right), and Ken Nakamura (back row, far right). A diverse group of
21 sangha members received their Buddhist names, including Bob Shimokayji (left
of Rev. Umezu), who was also certified as a minister’s assistant by Rev. Umezu on

the same day.

BCA Representatives at Hawaii Giseikai

BCA Administrative Officer
Gayle Noguchi and BCA
Vice President, Steven
Terusaki represented

the Buddhist Churches

of America at the Honpa
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii
(HHMH) 106th Giseikai
Legislative Assembly held
on February 9-10, 2018.
Pictured from left to right
are HHMH President Pieper
Toyama, Steven Terusaki,
Gayle Noguchi, and HHMH
Bishop Eric Matsumoto.
Photo by Robert Noguchi.
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“Which is more important; your belongings or you?”

There are many Buddhist stories that
we can share with people. I would like to
share one of them with you this month.

One day, some young men and women
were playing in a pool. A thief came from
outside, took all of their clothes and jew-
elry and ran away. Seeing this, some of the
young men got out of the pool and ran
after the thief, but they lost him.

It so happened that Shakyamuni Bud-
dha was nearby. They stopped and asked
him if he saw a man running away with
a bundle of clothes. They explained what
had happened and asked him if he had
seen the thief.

Shakyamuni Buddha, looking at these
young men, asked them, “Which is more
important; your belongings or your own
lives?” They looked at each other and re-
plied, “Our lives, of course!” Shakyamuni
Buddha said to them, “Then, sit down
here.” He continued, explaining how we
pay a lot of attention to things that are not
very important or crucial and hardly any
attention to our lives. The men listened
intensely to what he had to say and became
his disciples.

This story makes me think about my
own life. I personally spend too much of

By Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop

BCA Bishop, Rev. Kodo Umezu, performed a Kieshiki Affirmation Ceremony during the Bodhi Day Service
at the Spokane Buddhist Temple on December 10, 2017. Seventeen sangha members received their
Buddhist names. Photo by Mari Haworth.

my time watching TV, talking about po-
litical issues, thinking about the Buddhist
Churches of America’s organizational
issues, and other nonsense.

We pay too much attention to things
that are not crucial to our true wellness.
The Dharma urges us to pause and think
about our lives: our lives, meaning our
selves. Who are we? What is the purpose
of our lives? Where are we going? Without

contemplating these fundamental issues of
our lives, we cannot truly live.

What was it that Shakyamuni Buddha
and Shinran Shonin wanted to share with
us? Let us find it out by listening to the
nembutsu teaching. During the O-Higan
season, let us pay a little more attention to
our lives, which are precious and irreplace-
able. By doing so, we will be able to live
with fulfillment and joy.

Are You An Evil Person?

only itself.

“I am a good person.” But a
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By Rev. Yushi Mukojima, Mountain View Buddhist Temple

Do you often argue with
others? I am afraid that I have
often argued with my wife. In
Japan, when we don’t get along
with others or have difficul-
ties in personal relations, we
call this situation a “bump.”
I imagine many of you also
live stressfully, bumping into
many obstacles.

The reason why we bump
into things is because we can’t
see what is around us very
well. If we could see the path
ahead of us clearly, we would

never run into anything. The
fact that we bump into things
all the time indicates that we
are in darkness; namely, we
live in the world of delusion
and cannot see what is really
in front of us. We have a ten-
dency to believe without any
doubt that, “I alone can see
everything.” Because we walk
assuredly everywhere as if we
own the place, we who cannot
actually see anything often
bump into each other.

In Buddhism, the “world of
darkness” refers to the foolish-
ness which prevents us from
seeing our true selves, which
are full of self-centeredness.
Selfishness can be divided into
three minds. First, there is
the mind of believing, which
is certain that “I alone am
always right.” Second, there is
the mind that wants to have its
own way in everything. And
third is the mind that loves

All of us are constantly
confused by our selfish minds.
Even if we are wrong, we can-
not apologize. We rtake for
granted the kindness of others,
so we cannot show our thanks.
And because we cannot forgive
the faults of others, we always
complain about them. It is
our sad nature that when we
accuse others, we brush aside
our own shortcomings. We
unconsciously see ourselves
as the standard of justice, and
this situation makes us angry.

In contrast, from the Jodo
Shinshu point of view, an
evil person refers to a humble
person illumined by the light
of wisdom who is aware that
his or her true self is filled
with  self-centeredness and
arrogance. An evil person in
Jodo Shinshu is one who can
reflect deeply on his foolish
way of living that is ruled by
selfishness. He lives cultivat-
ing the humble mind and the
mind that respects others.

Because we are living in
darkness, we tend to believe,

society established by good
people can only be hellish.

A society which embraces
the Nembutsu teaching is not
a world full of arrogant good
people who only judge other
people and criticize other
people’s faults. We need to
become evil people—namely,
those who are able to feel
shame—who acknowledge our
shortcomings and mistakes
and are able to apologize to
one another.

The Nembutsu teaching
is the light of wisdom. Please
remember that those who
always try to see and reflect
on their mistakes can visualize
world peace; and those who
always believe that they alone
are right, are actually creating
hell. Let us try to realize the
precious world which is estab-
lished by evil people; namely,
a community and families
filled with peace and harmony
who rejoice in the light of
Nembutsu!

Are you a good person? Or

an evil person?

Refurbishing the Enmanji
Buddhist Temple Naijin

The naijin (altar) at the Enmanji Bud-
dhist Temple has served its Sangha for
nearly 85 years. It has a beautiful, large
shrine building and throne enshrining an
image of Amida Buddha, with implements
and adornments donated by devout mem-
bers through the years. In late February
2018, staff from Kyoto’s Wakabayashi
Buddhist Altar Company came to disas-
semble the altar with the help of Enmanji
members so that it can be refurbished and
have time to “rest and relax” for a few
months in Kyoto, Japan.

Enmanji Buddhist Temple in Sebas-
topol, CA has a very unusual history.
The 1933 Chicago World’s Fair Japanese
exhibition included a unique building,
built by the South Manchurian Railway
Company, designed to resemble a 12th
century Japanese Buddhist temple. At the

conclusion of the World’s Fair, through
the efforts of the late Bishop Kenju Ma-
suyama and Revs. Tansai Terakawa and
Tokio Yamamori of the Buddhist Mission
of North America (forerunner of the Bud-
dhist Churches of America), the Manchu-
rian Pavilion was offered to the BMNA
and eventually became the hondo (main
hall) for the Enmanji Buddhist Temple.

BCA Minister Emeritus Rev. Hiroshi
Abiko stated at the “Temporary Farewell
Service” for the naijin, “It is time for a
vacation for the ‘parent’ (0ya) of the En-
manji Buddhist Temple.” The members
gratefully decided to have the naijin
refurbished so that it can continue to
serve the Enmanji Sangha for many more
years to come. Rededication of the altar
is scheduled to take place in December of
this year.
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By Ken Tanimoto, BCA President

Being the BCA President
the last two years has been a
rewarding as well as interest-
ing journey. It has taken me
to places I would have never
gone to, and I have met many
Sangha members who made me
feel humbled by their dedica-
tion to the Dharma. I will
never forget their generously
taking time to talk to me about
issues they felt were important.
As BCA President, I felt my
number one responsibly was
to listen to the opinions of our
Sangha members, new and old,
of all ages.

The other day I was asked
at a district council meeting
what was the most important
achievement I had accom-
plished as president. The
question was hard to answer
because I had never really
thought about it. The truth of
the macter is, it is very difficult
to achieve anything great in

Message: My 3 A.M. Meetings with Taiko and Shinran

two short years.

What would I love to have
achieved? I would have liked
to solve the financial issues
that BCA is constantly facing.
I would have loved to find a
way to increase all the temples’
membership, offer full scholar-
ships to those interested in
entering the BCA ministry,
hire more BCA staff to better
operate the organization, hire
a BCA youth director to de-
velop our youth programs, and
bring in a marketing specialist
to help us spread the word of
the Buddha’s wish for peace
and compassion.

Through my travels to
many temples I found that
listening to what our members
have to say, and sometimes
addressing their needs, was
my greatest achievement. I
have always said BCA’s most
valuable assets are the “grass-
roots” Sangha members who
have committed much of their
lives to the Teachings of the
Dharma. My goal was to reach

out and hear their stories and
to thank them for helping
support their temples and the
BCA.

But as you can imagine,
two years was not enough time
and I could not visit all of the
BCA temples and members.
Being president was sometimes
a daunting mission that woke
me up in the middle of the
night many times, wishing and
pondering how to help our
temples and ministers. In the
middle of the night, who could
I turn to and talk about the
issues that needed addressing?

This was when I would go
to my best advisors. These two
advisors have been a statue of
Shinran given to me years ago
by my father when we traveled
together to Kyoto, and my
dog, Taiko.

It may seem rather sim-
plistic to think that a statue
of Shinran and a dog could
help me resolve my concerns;
concerns that were all brought
on by my own ego and selfish

desires. But for past two years,
Shinran and Taiko have been
my most patient supporters.
Because neither talks to me, I
have to work hard to find what
is true. They sit patiently ac-
cepting me until eventually I
find my own truths.

This past January when I
traveled with Bishop Umezu
for a once-in-a-lifetime experi-

ence of the Hoonko Service at
the Nishi Hongwanji, I bought
a similar statue of Shinran and
gave it to our next BCA Presi-
dent, Rick Stambul. I know
Shinran will also guide Rick to
listen to Buddha’s wisdom and
guidance in helping you and
your temple find joy within
the Nembutsu.
In gratitude to everyone.

Do You Have a Home Altar?

By Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara,
Berkeley Buddhist Temple

I have three sons: Takato,
Eight and Hiroto. At home
they know where to go when
they are hungry. They usually
open the refrigerator or pantry
to find food. When they get
sleepy at night, they know
where to go. They go to their
beds to sleep. In our homes,
there are places for specific
purposes. Is there a place in
your house that provides spiri-
tual enrichment or fulfillment?

In the tradition of Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism, it is en-
couraged to have a home altar
(Jpn. butsudan or obutsudan).
Sitting in front of a statue or
image of Amida Buddha, we
reflect upon ourselves. It is
okay to just sit there quietly.
In the Light of Amida Buddha,
especially in the evening time,
we can also check in on what
we have done or how we have
lived that day. When we hum-
bly and honestly look at our-
selves, illumined by the Light,
we might discover “shadows”
of ourselves; that is, our own
greed, anger and ignorance.
These shadows make us suffer
and give trouble to others.
Such discoveries could lead us
to more humble and harmoni-
ous lives, couldn’t they? Or
with the help of the Light of
Amida Buddha, we might dis-
cover many things directly and
indirectly supporting our lives

which we wusually overlook.
When we realize this reality
of our lives, we could come
to live more gratefully or ap-
preciatively, couldn’t we?

Facing a home altar en-
shrining the Buddha’s image,
we might remember our loved
ones who passed away before
us. According to the Jodo
Shinshu teaching, they are
now Buddhas and bodhisat-
tvas who are guiding and
embracing us from the realm
of nirvana. Although it is hard
to notice their guidance in our
busy everyday lives, the home
altar space allows us to do so.
When you quietly sit there and
mindfully say the Nembustu,
“Namo Amidabustu,” you are
listening to their voices.

For those who already have
a home altar, please take good
care of it, especially if you
inherited it from your parents
or grandparents. It must have
been a special place for them.
As parents or grandparents,
they might have even thought
of you, putting their hands
together toward the same
obutsudan. It is not just a
mysterious box, but it is an
important thing that enriches
your inner and spiritual life
at home, inherited from your
ancestors.

For those who do not have
a home altar yet, I strongly
recommend getting one be-
cause of those benefits. The
good thing is that you don’t
need to get a permit from the
city to add this special space to
your home!

A Dana Lesson

By Igor Makasyuk, Chuck Dene, and Rev. Dean Koyama, Palo Alto Buddhist Temple

“But the true compassion of the Pure Land path consists in calling the Nembutsu,
thereby quickly attaining buddhahood, and then benefiting all sentient beings with the

heart of great compassion and kindness as fully as possible.”

Dana — the act of selfless
giving — is an important Bud-
dhist practice. Our Palo Alto
Buddhist Temple recently had
the opportunity to practice
dana. We hosted families from
the Home & Hope program
during the week of December
10-17, 2017. This program
provides a safe haven for fami-
lies with children that have re-
cently become homeless, while
helping them regain long-term
self-sufficiency. The Home &
Hope program provides case
management and mentorship
including employment and
educational support, financial
literacy, housing search and
placement  support.  They
have a day center with home-
style living areas, computers,
kitchen, laundry, and shower
facilities. Volunteer congrega-
tions and/or sanghas house the
families for a week, providing
dinner, breakfast and a “to
go” lunch, as well as overnight
sleeping accommodations.

A core group of Temple
volunteers started learning how
the program works half a year
in advance by helping other
host congregations. There was
a lot to take care of before we
could host. There were Board
and  Sangha presentations,
discussions within the Temple
groups and signing up for the
different shifts and duties.
Although the Home & Hope
program provided cots for the
guests to sleep on, we had to
supply blankets, sheets and pil-
lows, as well as toys and games
for the kids. Normally the
guests are housed in a big com-

Shinran Shonin, Tannisho, IV.

Hosted family members enjoyed Temple activities, including taiko and crafts.

mon room like a gym where
the individual families sleep in
tents, but our facilities allowed
them to use separate class-
rooms, giving them privacy
which they really appreciated.

It was truly heartwarm-
ing to see how our sangha
responded to this initiative.
We are so grateful to our
members who stepped up
and took on all segments of
work — from preparation to
day-to-day operation. More
than sixty Temple members
enthusiastically came together
to collect everything needed
for the week. Cooking was
taken on by the organizations
of the Temple — the Dharma
School, Buddhist Education
and Religion Coordination
Committee, Ywuwakai, Bud-
dhist Women’s Association,
and Junior Young Buddhists’
Association. Yuwakai Helping
Hands made lovely blankets,
hats, and scarves to give as gifts
to our guests.

We hosted four families
with eight kids ranging in
age from two to 14 years. We
had meals together and it was
wonderful to see how quickly
our guests felt at home. They
appreciated the opportunity to
observe and experience some of
the Temple activities like taiko
and crafts.

We enjoyed watching the
children play just as children
do — without a worry in the
world, despite their circum-
stances. Hopefully the parents
felt somewhat at ease knowing
that their children were being
safely cared for and that they
did not have to worry about
their next meal, and most im-
portantly, knowing that they
were not alone.

Imagine how it would feel if
life changed in an instant and
your world crumbled around
you. Our eyes were opened to
a reality that we hopefully will

Continued on Page 6
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This is part one of a two-part article written by Tenkei Roshi, founder of the Zen River
Monastery in the Netherlands. Tenkei Roshi and Rev. Jerry Hirano met over 20 years ago
in Salt Lake City, and they have maintained a Dharma friendship ever since. In his article,
Tenkei Roshi talks about jiriki (self-power) and tariki (Other-power) as they relate to
Zen practice and Jodo Shinshu. Part two will appear in the April issue.

Faith from Within and Without

By Roshi Tenkei Coppins, Zen River Temple, Netherlands

At Zen River, we often talk about Zen practice as a way to find one’s
specific function in life. According to the Mahayana tradition, we all have
something to offer to this world, even though we may be confused about what
that could be. Everyone has buddha-nature, which means that each one of us
is endowed with excellent bodhisattva quali-
ties. But those qualities are not always ap-
parent or wisely used, and they can flourish
only if we are willing to let go of the highly
conditioned narratives we have of ourselves
and others. This process involves challeng-
ing and unexpected yet enlightening trans-
formations that over time allow for more
flexibility, giving us a better sense of how to
navigate life with wisdom and compassion.
I's no wonder Buddhist practitioners are
Tenkei Roshi and Rev. Jerry Hirano | called “Followers of The Way.”

The Western approach to Zen usually emphasizes individual responsibil-
ity: “Nobody is going to practice for me; I have to do it. I have to sit many
hours a day, make bows, recite sutras, follow the precepts, and realize The
Way for myself. Ultimately, it’s all up to me.” However true this may be, there
is a lot of I’ and ‘me’ in this approach, and that can become a hindrance in
itself. Jodo Shinshu, a form of Pure Land Buddhism that is also known as Shin
Buddhism, refers to this as jiriks, or ‘self-power’, and contrasts it to fariki, ot
other-power — meaning the reliance on Amida Buddha. It emphasizes the
basic Mahayana tenet that, indeed, each one of us may someday experience
enlightenment, but only if we are willing to ask for help. $hin means “faith’; and
Shinran (1173-1263), the founder of Shin Buddhism, made faith the founda-
tion of his teaching. According to him, we live in a degenerate age of the dhar-
ma, far removed from Shakyamuni’s life, and are therefore unable to realize
the Way all by ourselves. Fortunately, we can call upon Amida Buddha, who is
happy to welcome us into his Western Paradise where conditions are much
more beneficial for attaining realization. That is why Shin Buddhism has a
strong devotional character and relying on jiriki is seen as a form of pride.

This approach has more in common with the Zen teaching of Dogen
Zenji than many of us may realize. In Genjo-koan, he clearly states that the T’
we usually identify with is not the one who can become enlightened; in fact, it
is the one we are supposed to forget! What is required is a leap of faith into the
unknown. Interestingly, Dogen was a contemporary of Shinran and both had a
Tendai background. Some scholars even believe that they may have met.

It is indeed fruitful to compare the approaches of Zen and Shin Bud-
dhism, as I have often noticed in conversation with Rev. Jerry Hirano, the
head priest of the Shin Buddhist Temple in Salt Lake City. He became a close
friend when Myoho Sensei and I lived there in the nineties, and since then
we’ve maintained an ongoing discussion on exactly this topic. I saw him again
last September after the inauguration of the new zendo of Senseis Musho and
Mugaku in Southern Utah. Even though Rev. Jerry and I often talk about the
same thing, it is always exciting because we approach it from very different,
almost opposite directions. I tend to emphasize the importance of jiriki, taking
it as our individual responsibility to practice, while he relies more on zariki, and
often expresses his faith in Amida Buddha. But we always end up finding a
dynamic common ground that honors and clarifies the need for both aspects.

Perhaps Zen is for intense people; for those who are determined to try
the impossible. We are encouraged to do everything we can to get enlightened
— the Sandokai tells us not to waste any time by night or day — until the self is
totally exhausted and gives up. That seems to be our policy. It may take a long
time, but one day you simply run out of steam and throw in the towel. In a
way, the ‘I’ destroys the T’. Yet, in my experience, if you follow through on the
instructions of an experienced master, you don’t end up feeling diminished or
depressed, but actually fulfilled, as if you are suddenly blessed with immense
grace, joy, and appreciation. In Shin Buddhism, those qualities are seen as
coming directly from Amida Buddha. So we might ask, “Why not put all of
one’s faith in him from the very beginning? It would save a lot of trouble!”
Rev. Jerry is one of the happiest and open-minded people I have ever met; and
in terms of faith, he is definitely my great example. But he is also very energet-
ic and works hard for his community. He actually seems to have a lot of posi-
tive jiriki. So 1 always wonder how our practice can be inspired by faith from
within as wel/ as by faith from without. Where can we find Amida Buddha in
Zen? He is said to radiate light that can be found in everything and everyone.
The question is do we see it? Where is our fariks?

“I tend to emphasize the importance of jiriki,
taking it as our individual responsibility to practice,
while [Rev. Hirano] relies more on tariki, and often
expresses his faith in Amida Buddha. But we always
end up finding a dynamic common ground that
honors and clarifies the need for both aspects.”

— Tenkei Roshi

Rev. Jerry visited Zen River with his wife Carmela last summer on the day
of Hossenshiki for Joost Fushin Blom. He told me after the ceremony that he
was very impressed and deeply moved by not only the sincerity of Fushin’s
presentation, but also by the wholehearted support he received from the sang-
ha. He called that support a good example of zariki. Perthaps Zen indeed has
more in common with Shin Buddhism than we may have thought. Obviously,
our environment has great influence on our practice; the place and the people
around us can be an inspiration or a turn-off. Each place has its own character,
too. Buildings and rooms are like faces; they can be hospitable or forbidding.
Ideally speaking, a zendo is designed so that you really feel invited to sit down.
And in the zendo of Zen River, you are actually never alone. Even if you
would enter just by yourself, the beautiful statue of Manjushri happily wel-
comes you in. It has a strong presence, and is full of secrets. The statue is hol-
low, with a small opening and a lid on the bottom. Hojo-san (Junyu Kuroda
Roshi) donated this Manjushri at the inauguration of our zendo in 2012. He,
and the two Chinese masters who conducted the Eye-Opening ceremony,
brought tightly-rolled little scrolls inscribed with special messages in calligra-
phy. These were inserted into the statue beforehand. This may explain some of
the magic that one can feel upon entering our zendo. We are reminded that we
are not the first ones, nor the only ones, who sit down and turn our light
inward. All the buddhas and bodhisattvas are there to support us.

To be continued

Chad Masashi Wong Earns Eagle Scout Award

By Bobby Tanaka, Buddhist
Church of Sacramento

On January 7, 2018, Chad
Masashi Wong of Boy Scout
Troop 50, sponsored by the Bud-
dhist Church of Sacramento, was
awarded the Eagle Scout Award at
a special court of honor. To earn
the highest rank in Boy Scouts,
Chad completed 34 merit badges,
served as Den Chief for two years
and Patrol Leader for one year, :
and organized and led an Eagle | Chad Masashi Wong at the special Court of
Scout service project, which was Honor with parents Stan and Florence Wong.
refurbishing storage cabinets in
four classrooms at the Buddhist Church of Sacramento. His project logged a
total of 305 hours. After graduating from high school in June 2018, Chad
plans to attend college and study business and marketing. Chad is the son of
Stan and Florence Wong and grandson of Molly Oto.

Let’s Meet at “Intersections!”
By Stacy Uyeda, 2018 FDSTL Conference Chairperson

The Federation of Dharma School
Teachers League (FDSTL) has planned an
exciting agenda for the 2018 Conference,
which will be held at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel in Foster City, California, from
April 27 to 29. This yeat’s annual confer-
ence is hosted by the Bay District Dharma
School Teachers League.

'NTERSECT'ONgnce 2018

FpSTL Confer

We are all connected to and
living at the intersection of
many communities.

ethnicity sotesson
beliet Qenderm

cultures
family woore
age sducston

camemnity

The Conference Committee is thrilled to have Rev. Henry Adams of San
Mateo Buddhist Temple opening the event on Saturday, April 28. His keynote
address will connect to the day’s workshops, presentations, and discussions.

During the day, conference participants will have the opportunity to
think about shifting identities and our particular roles in our own temple com-
munities. The workshop will introduce the concept of “intersectionality,”
which proposes that people can be at a social disadvantage from multiple
sources of oppression, or suffering. Participants also will get an overview of
the concept of implicit bias by Ms. Camille Pating of Buddhist Church of San
Francisco and Ms. Joyce Oishi of Berkeley Buddhist Temple, and how the
Buddhist concepts of mindfulness and compassion can help us cut through
that bias. Finally, attendees will have a chance to discuss connections between
Shinran Shonin's life and our Dharma School students' daily expetiences.

After a buffet dinner, conference participants will have the opportunity to
re-connect with old friends and make new ones during the evening work-
shops, which will include bon odoti dancing, haiku writing, karaoke, and more!

The FDSTL 2018 Conference is open to everyone, not just Dharma
School teachers! All sangha members are invited to learn how to share the
Dharma with children of all ages. For more information, please contact Mr.
Catl Yanari, FDSTL President, at: fds#2018conference@gmail.com. Registration
material (which includes the schedule and hotel information) can be found
online at:  beadbarmaschool.wikispaces.com/ FDSTLA2018+Conference ot  visit
buddbistchurchesofamerica.org and scroll down to the “Intersections” banner.
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TECHNOBUDDHA CONFERENCE

SYMPATHY & EMPATHY
March 9-11,2018

The | Ith Annual TechnoBuddha Conference at the Jodo Shinshu Center
in Berkeley is quickly approaching! On March 9-11, attendees can explore
sympathy and empathy with our keynote speaker, Rev. Candice Shibata;
attend practical workshops on nutrition, meditation, calligraphy, and tea
etiquette; or dive into some of our more Buddhist-focused workshops
including The Joy of Impermanence, Buddhism in Prisons, and a presentation
from Buddhist Global Relief. And don't miss a special writing workshop on
the Angry Asian Buddhist blog dedicated to our fellow TechnoBuddha
attendee, the late Aaron Lee. We look forward to seeing you all there!

Registration officially closed on February 23. For inquiries on the con-
ference, please contact chairs@technobuddhaconference.org. For more
information please visit our website at technobuddhaconference.org or our
Facebook page at facebook.com/technobuddha.conference.

2018 BCA Educational Events

Programs subject to change.
Events at the Jodo Shinshu Center unless otherwise noted.

March 9-11 ~ 11th Annual TechnoBuddha Conference: “Sympathy &
Empathy.” Keynote speaker: Rev. Candice Shibata. For ages 21-39.

March 24 ~ Bay District Buddhist Women’s League Ecology Work-
shop: “Mottainai,” at Palo Alto Buddhist Temple, 2751 Louis Road, Palo
Alto, CA, 8:30 am-3 pm, $30 includes continental breakfast and lunch.
Mottainai means “don’t be wasteful.” Visit pabr.org and register by March 10.

March 26-30 ~ Gathering to Read Thirty Verses of Vasabandu. A five-
day seminar on “consciousness only” thought in the Mahayana tradition. Pre-
sented in Japanese by Professor Koitsu Yokoyama, professor emeritus,
Rikkyo University. Registrants must be fluent in Japanese. Registration:
$300, includes lectures and meals. Register online at buddhistchurchesofamerica.org.

April 5-7 ~ Spring Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP) Seminar. Talks
include Tannisho with Rev. Dt. David Matsumoto; Seven Patriarchs: Vasu-
bandhu with Rev. Kiyo Kuwahara, and Chanting with Rev. Anan Hatanaka.

April 20 ~ International Ministerial Orientation Program (IMOP)
begins. Three ministers from Japan, Rev. Etsuko Mikame, Rev. Hibiki Mura-
kami, and Rev. Noritaka Imada will begin a three-month training. Sponsored
by the Hongwanji Office.

April 25-27 ~ Ministers’ Continuing Education (MCE) Seminar. Dr.
Mark Blum on Zendo and Shinran; Rev. Akinori Imai on his translation of
Pure Land Thonght as Mahayana Buddhism; and open discussion sessions.

April 27-29 ~ FDSTL Conference: “Intersections” in Foster City, CA.
Contact Carl Yanari at fdst/2018conference@gmail.com. Registration and schedule
available at buddbistchurchesofamerica.org scroll down for flyer and links.

SAVE THE DATE:
July 20-21 ~ Summer Pacific Seminar, “What is Enlightenment?”
Keynote Speaker: Rev. Dr. Jerome Ducor, Shingyoji Temple, Geneva, Swit-
zerland. More details to come. Co-sponsored by IBS and CBE.

BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org E-mail: cbhe@bcahqg.org Phone: (510) 809-1460

All BCA High School Youth are invited to...
BUDDHIST CHURCHES OF AMERICA

SUMMER YOUTH RETREAT

Sangha

Dharma Friend's

Teachings

When? July 1-7, 2018
Where? Jodo Shinshu Center, Berkeley CA
Who? BCA high school youth ages 15-18

Leadership
Buadha

Registration Fee: $300 (Includes lodging & meals) Application by April 30, 2018
For more information, contact your local temple or go to:
www.BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org Email: che@bcahqg.org Phone: (510) 809-1426

Living the dynamic life of the Nembutsu

Local Temple Events

Programs will be held at local venues listed in the program description.
See listings for contact information.

March 10 ~ Wisdom & Compassion: Buddhism for Our Time. East Bay
Tri-Temple Dharmanar. Saturdays, 2-4 pm, Matrch 10 at Buddhist Church of
Oakland (BCO), April 14 at Buddhist Temple of Alameda, May 5 at BCO. Are
you interested in discussing how Buddhism relates to our current world and
times? This series of four seminars (which began in February) will take place at
three BCA temples with a short service before and three ministers speaking at
each. Registration Fee: $30 for all four sessions. Contact: Rev. Harry Bridge
(Oakland)  revharry3@gmail.com (510) 832-5988; Rev. Dennis Fujimoto
(Alameda) revdjoshin@gmail.com (510) 522-5243; or Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara
(Berkeley) kkmvabara@berkeleysangha.org (510) 841-1356.

April 29 ~ Seminar with Rev. Dr. Ken Tanaka, 1-4:30 pm at Enmanji Bud-
dhist Temple, 1200 Gravenstein Hwy S., Sebastopol, CA, (707) 823-2252. Intro
to Shin Buddhism in America; The Nature of Shin Awakening; and The Way
of Naturalness. Registration details at enmanjibuddbisttemple.org under “Events.”

Gardena Buddhist Church Holds Annual
Seijinshiki Coming-of-Age Ceremony

Front row: Rev. Sala Sekiya, Kirstin Kita, Michelle Kozai, Samantha Omiya, Sonoma Saito,
Rev. John Iwobara. Back row: Nicole Kozai, Morgan Gee, Morris Saito, and Katelyn Morimoto.

The Gardena Buddhist Church held their annual Sezinshiki on January 14,
a coming-of-age ceremony typically held in Japan in the month of January. It is
when a person verifies at the shrine or temple that they have become a full
contributor to society.

This year’s participants were Morgan Gee, Kristin Kita, Michelle Kozai,
Nicole Kozai, Katelyn Morimoto, Samantha Omiya, Morris Saito, and Sonoma
Saito.

Certificates and commemorative gifts from the church were presented
during the ceremony, which was officiated by the head minister, Rev. John
Iwohara, with assistance provided by Rev. Sala Sekiya, assistant minister of the
church. Messages of congratulations were delivered by Rev. Iwohara and
Church President Nadine Kakimoto. The Church chairperson for the ceremo-
ny was Ms. Zia Allen.

Following the ceremony, the participants and their families were present-
ed with a brief history of the tea ceremony and instructed in the proper perfor-
mance of the ceremony in the church’s Japanese tea room. Participants from
the Keiwakai Group of the Omotesenke School of Tea Ceremony were in-
structor Kay Sokei Inose, Chigusa Shibasaki, Maki Murakoshi with her daugh-
ter Momo Murakoshi, and Sharon Goto with her daughter Ella Kiriyama.
Okashi (confectionary) was served to each participant as well as a chawan
(teacup) of usucha (matcha tea).
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Letter from the BCA Endowment
Foundation Board President

By Charles Ozaki, President, BCA Endowment Foundation

Dear BCA Members and Friends:

The Buddhist Churches of America Endow-
ment Foundation (BCAEF) continues to invest
funds in equities, real assets and bonds to generate
income and grow assets for donors, BCA, Institute
of Buddhist Studies (IBS), numerous affiliated
groups and temples. Funds are invested long term
in order to benefit from growth in the financial
markets over time. The DOW Jones Industrial
Average was around 20,000 a year ago and it now
has reached over 26,000 in 2018. Although this
type of growth cannot be depended on, it does
come routinely over time and can only be enjoyed
if funds are invested in the market when growth
occurs.

BCAEF investments are placed with Angeles
Investment Advisors who select investments man-
aged by successful groups of professionals that have
shown the ability to perform over time. Through
a moderate approach, Angeles has exceeded all of
their benchmarks in 2017 and achieved returns of
16.8% in the Growth Fund, 13.1% in the Growth
and Income Fund and 5.9% in the Income Fund
that are maintained by the Endowment for invest-

There are now 24 affiliated groups that have
chosen to establish custodial investment accounts
with the BCAEF. The BCAEF has provided these
groups with an opportunity to participate in hav-
ing their investments professionally managed. If
your group or temple is looking for investment
alternatives, please consider this service provided
by the BCAEE.

The BCAEF received a total of $628,161 in
donations in 2017, disbursed $1,614,064 to BCA
and IBS for programs and collected a net gain of
$4,097,511 on investments, which is more than
double the results of 2016. Of the donations
received, $100,000 was contributed towards
permanent income producing endowments and
$528,161 was given for programs.

The efforts of the Joint Development Commit-
tee to conduct coordinated fundraising on behalf
of BCA, IBS and BCAEF are continuing to bear
fruit as opportunities for members and friends to
contribute are created and implemented.

Please participate in any way that you can
and if you need any assistance contact Hideaki
Mizuno, Executive Director at the BCA Endow-
ment Foundation. He can be reached at hAmizuno@

ments.

beahgq.org or phone (415) 776-5068.

Thank You to 2017 IBS Donors

The Institute of Buddhist
Studies (IBS) wishes to extend
its heartfelt appreciation for the
generous support of the 2017
Friends of IBS Annual Giving
Program from August 1 to De-
cember 31, 2017. (The initial
listing from January 1 to July 31
was published in the October is-
sue of the Wheel of Dharma.)

As IBS continues to move
forward to become recognized

CHAPLAINCY/RESEARCH

Dr. Satoshi & Mrs. Masako Hane

Mrs. Sharon & Ms. Lynn Harada — In memory of
Yoshiro Harada

Mrs. Sharon & Ms. Lynn Harada — In honor of
Ruth Kaneko’s 80th birthday

Rev. David & Mrs. Diane Matsumoto

Mr. Tom & Mrs. Nobuko Okada — In memory of
Kaizo Nishi

Mr. Landon Yamaoka

ENDOWMENTS

Mrs. Carle Hirahara
Ms. Faye Ogasawara
Mr. Takeo Yuki

ESHINNI/KAKUSHINNI CHAIR
Mr. Yuji & Mrs. Eimi Okano
Marysvillle Buddhist Women’s Association

FRIENDS OF IBS (FIBS)

Ms. Margaret Abo

Ms. Joy Aoyama — In memory of John Doami, on
behalf of 0CBC Cub Scout Pack 578

Mrs. Koko Doami — In memory of Rev. John
Doami

Mrs. Sharon & Ms. Lynn Harada — In memory of
Yoshiro Harada

Mrs. Sharon & Ms. Lynn Harada — In honor of
Ruth Kaneko’s 80th birthday

C.M. & K.H. Hess

Mrs. Donna & Mr. Neil Higashida

N.T. Hirota

Ms. Leha Ho — In memory of Rev. John Doami

Mrs. Philip & Mrs. Yvette Hornig

Elso Kanagawa & Celia Huey — In memory of Rev.
John Doami

Mr. Laurence & Mrs. June Inokuchi — In memory
of Rev. John Doami

A.C. & C.Y. Kobayashi — In memory of Rev. John
Doami

Ms. Karen Kojimoto — In memory of Rev. John
Doami

Rev. Dean & Mrs. Linda Koyama

Mr. Miles Kurashige

Ms. Ruby & Ms. Tammy Matsubara — In memory
of Rev. John Doami

Mr. Roy & Mrs. Masako Matsuo

Mr. Roy & Mrs. Masako Matsuo — In memory of
Rev. John Doami

Mr. Bradley Menda

Mr. Leroy & Mrs. Barbara Hedani Morishita

Mr. Mitchell & Mrs. Lynn Nakashima

Mr. Katsuhisa & Mrs. Kikuko Nishi — In memory of

as an accredited educational
institution of higher learning,
the continued support received is
deeply appreciated.

For 2017 we have received in
gifts a total of $256,736 in the
following categories: IBS Minis-
terial Scholarships, Chaplaincy/
Research Scholarships, Institu-
tional Development, Accredita-
tion, Buddhist Churches of
America Federation of Buddhist

Rev. John Doami

Mrs. Greer Nishikawa

Mr. Joe & Mrs. Violet Nishihira — In memory of
Rev. John Doami

Ms. Keiko Otani — In memory of Rev. John Doami

Mr. Hiro Sakioka — In memory of Rev. John Doami

Mr. Sachiko Sakurai — In memory of Rev. John
Doami

Ms. Louise Sanematsu — In memory of Rev. John
Doami

Mr. Digger & Mrs. Agnes Sasaki

The Sawada Family — In memory of Rev. John
Doami

Mr. Koichi Sayano

Ms. Rosa Somen — In memory of Rev. John
Doami

Mr. Thomas & Mrs. Muriel Sunada — In memory
of Rev. John Doami

Mr. Ronald & Mrs. Kyoko Suzuki — In memory of
Rev. John Doami

Rev. Kakuyei & Mrs. Tamiko Tada — In memory of
Rev. John Doami

Ms. Carol Takagi — In memory of Rev. John
Doami

Mr. Steven Terusaki

Mr. Alan & Mrs. Akiko Tomiyama — In memory of
Rev. John Doami

Ms. Judith Ann Torres — In memory of Rev. John
Doami

Mr. Steve & Mrs. Reiko Tsuchida

Mr. Tomomi & Mrs. Toshiko Tsuchitani

Mr. Rodney & Mrs. Denise Ueno — In memory of
Rev. John Doami

Rev. Kodo Umezu — In memory of Rev. John
Doami

J.H. Uyema - In memory of Rev. John Doami

Mr. Kevin Wada — In memory of Rev. John Doami

Ms. Mitsuko Werden — In memory of Rev. John
Doami

Rev. Haruo & Mrs. Shigeko Yamaoka

Mr. Raymond & Mrs. Caroline Yamasaki

Ms. Fumiko Yasutake — In memory of Rev. John
Doami

Mr. Bradley Yoshio

BCA Federation of Buddhist Women’s Association

Buddhist Temple of San Diego — In memory of
Rev. John Doami

0CBC Boy Scout Troop — In memory of Rev. John
Doami

0CBC Sports Department — In memory of Rev.
John Doami

Orange County Buddhist Church — In memory of
Rev. John Doami

Women’s Associations Eshinni/
Kakushinni Jodo Shinshu Studies
Chair at IBS, additions to exist-
ing endowments (scholarships,
library, etc.), and General Dona-
tions.

We would like to express our
gratitude to the following persons
and organizations for their gener-
ous gifts. We apologize for any
errors. Please contact s.yamaoka @
shin-ibs.edu with any corrections.

Orange County Buddhist Church Adult Buddhist
Association

Orange County Buddhist Church Buddhist Educa-
tion Center — In memory of Rev. John Doami

Orange County Buddhist Church Sangha Teens —
In memory of Rev. John Doami

GENERAL

Mr. Tad & Mrs. Sachiko Araki

Mr. Harry Bergland Jr.

Mr. Ben & Mrs. Kiyo Chikaraishi

Rev. Charles & Mrs. Noriko Hasegawa

Dr. & Mrs. Neil & Donna Higashida

Mr. Ronald and Mrs. Margaret Kagehiro

Ms. Judy Kano

Rev. Ronald & Mrs. Sayako Kobata

Rev. Dean & Mrs. Linda Koyama

Mrs. Ruby Kuritsubo

Mr. Gary & Mrs. Maya Lawrence

Mr. George & Mrs. Emiko Matsunaga

Mr. Roy & Mrs. Masako Matsuo

Ms. Evelyn Motoyama

Mr. James & Mrs. Alice Nagahiro — In memory of
Rev. Dr. Alfred Bloom

Ms. Kathleen Nishida

Ms. Pauline Ogasawara — In memory of Rev. H.
Kusada

Mr. Rickey David Ono

Ms. Keiko Otani — In memory of Chisato Otani

Mr. Charles & Mrs. Teri Ozaki

Ms. Lorraine Otsuka — In honor of Rev. Seigen
Yamaoka

Mr. Ralph & Mrs. Pearl Sugimoto, Jr.

Mr. Wilbur & Mrs. Iris Takashima

Ms. Sally Takeda

Mrs. Ikuko “Cookie” Takeshita

P.H. & M. Tomita

Ms. Eleanor Tsuji

Ms. Elizabeth Tsuji

Ms. Rosalind Tsuji

Ms. Sakaye Tsuiji

Mrs. Emily & Mr. David Ushijima

Mrs. Gayle & Mr. Craigton Wong

Mr. Larry & Mrs. Vickie Yamaoka

Mrs. Marrie Yamashita

Ms. Fusae Yoshida

Angeles LLP

Oakland Buddhist Women’s Association

San Mateo Buddhist Temple, San Mateo Buddhist
Women’s Association

Shinseki Consulting Corporation

BUTSU BUTSU...

By Brian Kensho Nagata,
Managing Editor

The other day I was having a serious discussion with
a close friend who was in a terrible bind. I was trying to
share a different perspective of things to help him out.
But no matter what I said, he kept responding “I know, I
know...”

Our conversation then turned to his situation of hav-
ing to listen to and deal with people who think they know
it all. And that was exactly what I was trying to point out
to my friend was his mistake!

But then both of us broke into laughter, realizing that
this is exactly what the Buddha is trying to teach us—we,
ourselves, are walking around with blindfolds over our
eyes, and that we each live in our own little “I know, I
know” delusional world...

I'd felt my friend didn’t understand the real situation
and so I had tried to impart my wisdom to him because I
know I know... but then on the other hand, what makes
me so sure that I know I know?

What I do know and truly wish is that I could grasp
the infinite wisdom and compassion of the Amida which
embraces this imperfect and foolish me who really doesn’t
know... Nam Man Da...

Dana Lesson

Continued from Page 3

Each family hosted by the Palo Alto Buddhist Temple slept in a
separate classroom.

never face. But we were reminded that homelessness is a
reality that occurs right in our own neighborhood. The
families helped us that week by reminding us how fortu-
nate we are to have things that we often take for granted.
They let us be part of their lives in the moment when they
were vulnerable. Hopefully one day they, too, will be able
to repay their debt of kindness and pay it forward to others
in need.

That week was meaningful. Our guests moved on — to
their next congregation, or maybe to their new home. The
Temple volunteers were left with the sense of fulfillment
and a deeper understanding of dana, learning as much
from our guests as we gave. We sensed that we had just
experienced the power of the Sacred Vow in action. How
grateful we should be for the limitless compassion of
Amida, whose Vow allows us to use the time we have in
this life to extend kindness to other sentient beings.

Dana
Program

Offerings in Gratitude

BCA Dana
Program Update

Comtinming the Lagacy ol the Bombcr:u Toachings

Thank you!

Dana Program donations received in 2017 exceeded
$127,000.

After deducting expenses and temple share payments of
$9,600, over $115,000 will be available for the Buddhist
Churches of America’s 2018-2019 budget.

Thank you once again for your generous donations!

For information and online donation options
Visit: buddhistchurchesofamerica.org

Email: donate@bcahq.org

Phone: (415) 776-5600 x311
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