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First Meeting of Japanese
Buddhist Sects in U.S.

On February 22-23, 2016, Bukkyo Dendo Kyokai
America sponsored the first meeting of administrators
from the traditional Japanese Buddhist sects with sanghas
and temples in the United States. Held at the Jodo Shinshu
Center in Berkeley, representatives from the Higashi Hon-
ganji, Soto, Nichiren, and Koyasan organizations along
with Bishop Kodo Umezu and Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara
representing the Buddhist Churches of America (BCA, and
the Hongwanji-ha sect) came together for the first time
in the nearly 120-year history of Japanese Buddhism in
America.

The purpose of the gathering was to take a serious
look at the future of Japanese Buddhism in America. Here,
where the Buddhist Path is becoming relevant to more and
more people each day, why is it that the Japanese Buddhist
sects see such a great decline in membership? Is it just a
consequence of the overall downturn of organized religion
in America causing this situation?

Stimulating discussions and lectures were led by Pro-
fessors Mark Blum of UC Berkeley, who spoke on “What
Japanese Buddhism has to Offer 21st-Century America,”
Duncan Williams of the University of Southern California
spoke on the “Current State of the Japanese Buddhist Com-
munity in America” and John Nelson from the University
of San Francisco, who shared his ideas on “Opportunities
for the Future of Japanese Buddhism in America.”

At this first-ever gathering, the representatives/ptiests
from the various sects had opportunities to share ideas,
concerns, successes and challenges facing their temples,
ministers, members, and communities. Looking at statistics
on the status of religion in the Japanese American com-
munity, which makes up the majority of the membership in
each sect, the representatives learned that 25% of the 1.3
million (325,000) Japanese Americans classify themselves
as Buddhists. Among Japanese Americans, 46% changed
religions while 52% stayed in the same childhood religion.'

American Buddhists had the lowest percentage for
attending religious services, with only 12% attending ser-
vices weekly. Over 50% said they attended services maybe
monthly or at least once a year, and nearly 40% said they
NEVER attend temple services. Of the Japanese Ameri-
cans who claim Buddhism as their religion, six-in-ten stated
they were Jodo Shinshu or Mahayana Buddhists, while
over 50% of Chinese Americans and Asian Americans as a
whole stated they were “just a Buddhist.”

At the conclusion of this historic summit gathering,
the group agreed to continue to meet to share common
concerns, needs, and opportunities in an effort to expand

Please see photo on page 8.

Continued on Page 6

Earthguake in Southern Japan

Our thoughts of sympathy and concern go ont to the people
of Southern Japan at this time of tragedy. May they find
spiritual strength in the Nembutsu to live through this dif-
Sicult time of loss and natural disaster.

- Buddbist Churches of America

Ohara School

BCA Jodo Shinshu Center 10th Anniversary Series

See Page 4

The 9th Annual TechnoBuddha Conference took place at the Jodo Shinshu Center on March 25-27. Photo by Tim Shimizu.
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“Cultivating the Buddhadharma: Buddhism & Agriculture”

By Rev. Jerry K. Hirano, Chair, BCA Ministers Association

Part 2 of 2 Installments:
BCA National Council Meeting Opening Service Dharma Message - Visalia, California

I once asked my Honeyville members, “Why do farm-
ers love to gamble?” One Nise/ member, Tets Okada, told
me, “Hell Sensei, this casino gambling is just kid’s play
compared to our lives as farmers. Try putting a couple of
hundred thousand dollars on seed, not knowing what the
weather will be like that year. Now that’s gambling!” These
same farmers built our temples, built our national organiza-
tion and sowed the fields of this country for the Nembutsu
teachings to take root and grow.

These farmers took a gamble and hit the jackpot!

They provided a place for their families and communi-
ties to listen to the Nembutsu teachings. BCA is an amazing
organization, with temples, education centers, a graduate
school. We are the envy of every other Buddhist sect in
America. However, now I find many of the children and
grandchildren of the farmers passing on the bet.

Where the Isse/ and Nisei would have raised, their grand-
children prefer to pass. My Sansei generation, is acting like
Kasibaradavaja, “What am I getting from my membership
dollars?” It is no longer about creating a Sangha for the
future generations’ welfare. It is about me, me, me! What do
I get now?! And if it’s not about me, I don’t really care, or
care to find out what’s going on.

BCA and local temple organizations are just looking to
maintain what they have. The legacy of the Issei and Nisei
was not about playing it safe—they went for broke! All
because of love and concern for their families and future

generations.

I hope members of BCA can learn to love what we have,
and take pride and great care in what we have. For if you
really love something, you want to see it grow. I love my
daughters, and because of my love for them, I want them to
grow. It hurts, emotionally and financially, to send them to
college, for them to leave my home; but for them to grow,
that’s what I have to do for their benefit. In the long run,
when they benefit, so do L.

We are living in a time when our Japanese American
community has grown and prospered financially beyond the
dreams of our Issei forefathers. However, when that finan-
cial dream of “getting what I want” is accomplished, many
people become disillusioned with life. They begin to think,
“Is that all there is?” It’s interesting that the Issei and Nisei
backed up their bets on our temples, for the Dharma is the
one solution for this existential angst that their children
may now be experiencing. Namo Amida Butsu is all about
entrusting our self-centeredness to Amida Buddha, not to the
stock market.

We are also not that welcoming to the non-Japanese
coming to our temples. The reason I most often hear is,
“They don’t donate.” However, how many of our Japanese
American families are really donating to their temples? How
many of your temple members donate over $1,000 a year
to BCA or your temple? I’'m quite sure that $1,000 a year

Continued on Page 6

Dbharma Chant: A Buddbist Oratorio
Premieres on May 21, 2016 in Boston

Boston, Massachusetts will be the scene of a highly un-
usual musical premiere in May: composer Richard St. Clair’s
hour-long oratorio “Dharma Chant: A Buddhist Oratorio
in Three Parts” for chorus. It is a work spanning some 20
years since he first began his study of Shin Buddhism to
the present. “Dharma Chant” will be performed by the cel-
ebrated Commonwealth Chorale (www.commonwealthchorale.
com) under the direction of David Carrier. St. Clair’s music
is in the traditional expressive style of Western religious a
cappella music.

The concert will take place at 8 p.m. on Saturday, May
21 at the Church of the Holy Name, 1689 Center Street,
West Roxbury, Massachusetts.

The lyrics for the music are from three Dharma sources:

The Pali Canon and its teaching on Nibbana and Metta; Bo-
dhisattva Vasubandhu’s treatise Jodoron (the Gatha portion);
and Master Shan-tao’s great Gatha, Kisamboge. The Vasu-
bandhu and Shan-tao texts are famous Pure Land writings
highly prized by Shinran Shonin. None of these texts have
been set to Western music before.

St. Clair, Harvard educated and now retired from MIT,
first encountered Shin Buddhism in 1996. He has a regular
column for his poems of faith (“Poems and Sayings”) on
the Amida-ji blog of Romanian Shin Buddhist priest Rev.
Josho Adrian Cirlea (amida-ji-retreat-temple-romania.blogspot.
com). Some of St. Clair’s Shin Buddhist poems have been
translated into Japanese by Rev. Hisao Inagaki.

For tickets, visit: www.brownpapertickets.com/ event/ 2207918
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Bringing Everyone Together

By Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop

In April I visited Japan with my wife, Janet and Amy, my eldest daughter,
to attend my parents’ memorial services held at my home temple in Fukuoka.
It was too eatly for cherry blossoms but it was nice to visit with my brother
and sister. Memorial services usually bring everyone together to reminisce

about how things used to be.

Whenever I go back to my home temple, my brother asks me to help him
with his daily dharma activities. One of them is to go to members’ homes
to conduct monthly memorial services. Monthly memorial services are not
held at my home temple. My brother goes to the members” homes, conducts
individual memorial services, and talks to whoever is there. I believe he visits
over 10 families a day. Some families have more than one memorial service o

per month.

This time, Amy wanted to go with my brother and asked him if she could
do so. He gladly agreed to take her with him. She sat behind my brother and
chanted together with him. She told me that she enjoyed her visits with three

families.
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When I was growing up, I didn’t particularly care for this system. Now

when I think about it, it is a great, supportive system within the sangha com-
munity. Many people used to wait with anticipation for my father’s visit. My
father would check on the members’ wellness when visiting them. At the
same time, the visit allowed members to think about their loved ones and the
dharma that helps our life. I heard that Christian ministers in Japan envy the

system.

Another interesting experience was to see how our ancestors revered their
temples. They had the highest respect for their temples and ministers. In my
uncle’s temple, I saw a gorgeous £ago (palanquin; a covered sedan chair). The
temple has two; one for the minister and another for sutra scrolls. Amazing!

In the name of civilization and modernization, we may be discarding or

that we need to follow.

My daughter, Amy, next to the kago.

forgetting some very, very valuable things: the tradition of holding memorial
services and respect for our religious foundation. Buddhism is not Human-
ism. It is Buddha-ism. Humanism—attaching prime importance to human
matters—has been overtaking our societal and world view. Buddha-ism is the
way to take refuge in Buddha. By doing so, we can find the true and real path

We are very fortunate that Shinran Shonin appeared in our history and
showed us the quick and easy way to the Pure Land. In May, there is a special
service to commemorate the birth of Shinran Shonin called Gotan-¢ or Fuji
Matsuri. By coincidence, my father’s memorial day happens to be May 21, the
birthday of Shinran Shonin.

To Create a Single Flower

On April 2,
I had the op-
portunity  and
great honor to
officiate the
wedding of Rev.
Hironobu Shoju
and Ms. Kaori
Hara at the Hon-
gwanji in Kyoto,
Japan. Cherry
blossoms
in full bloom all
over the city. The sakura arching over a small

By Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara,

Center for Buddhist Education were

stream of the Takasegawa River were espe-
cially beautiful. The couple said they set the
wedding date at the beginning of April because
they wanted to celebrate their wedding with
beautiful cherry blossoms.

Unfortunately for me, when I first arrived
in Kyoto I couldn’t enjoy the beautiful sakura.
Since it was my first time officiating a wedding
at the Hongwanji, I was extremely nervous. To
be honest, I was more nervous than at my own
wedding about 13 years ago. However, thanks
to the support of many people, I was able to
perform the wedding without any big mistakes.
(There were some minor ones, though.)

After the ceremony, we went to a restau-
rant near the Kamo River for the wedding

reception. The groom, bride, and participants
enjoyed nice food, warm messages from
friends, and hilarious video clips. At the end
of reception, Kaori read a thank you letter
to her parents with grateful tears in her eyes.
This was a really touching moment. Then, on
behalf of both sets of parents, Rev. Hironobu
Shoju’s father, who is a Jodo Shinshu minister,
delivered a message.

His speech expressed gratitude to all the
people who had supported Hironobu and
Kaori. He referred to the Japanese word goen:
the direct and indirect connections that cause
things to happen or arise. He shared a Japanese
poem: “All things in heaven and earth work
very hard to create even a single flower” (Jpn.
TE—2BMN T DICH R 5 ITWVHEAD
M Y). T was just fascinated by the beauty of
cherry blossoms in Kyoto. However, the poem
reminded me of the important reality that
many things, such as the sun, air, water, soil,
wind, insects and so forth, complicatedly work
together in order to create these blossoms. As
in the poem, it is not an overstatement to say
that all things in heaven and earth directly and
indirectly support the blooming of even a tiny
cherry blossom.

In the same way, everything in this world
is the result of the support of countless things.
Nothing can exist by itself, but everything

can come into being due to the support of
innumerable causes and conditions. This is an
essential Buddhist teaching called “interde-
pendence.” When we see a flower in front of
us, we do see a flower. However, in 2 Buddhist
sense, we should also see all the things behind
the scenes that have supported the blooming
of this flower. When we reflect upon ourselves
and the things around us with such a view, we
come to see things differently than before, and
a deeper appreciation should arise within us.
Truly listening to the Buddhist teachings,
we become aware of things that we have been
ignorant of. Our lives should become more
profound and fulfilled by such awareness.
Therefore, those who have experienced such
changes have a sense of joy or gratitude, as ex-
pressed in the passage the “Three Treasures.”
In considering the benefits that we receive,
Buddha is the one who makes every effort
to dispel our ignorance and lead us to the
awareness of true reality. This is compassion
in Buddhism.
Through
Buddha, we come to live our daily lives with

the compassionate work of

deeper appreciation. At the same time, our
lives are grounded in our sincere and continu-
ous gratitude towards Buddha, the one who
has actually liberated us from ignorance and
led us to deeper awareness.

“American Shin Buddhism: New Voices”

Southern District Conference in San Diego: June 18

District Buddhist Women’s As-
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By Ralph Honda
Buddhist Temple of San Diego

“American  Shin Buddhism:
New Voices — Listening, Hear-

>

ing, Being...” is the theme for
this year’s Southern District and
BWA Conference that will take
place on Saturday, June 18 at the

Crowne Plaza Hotel in San Diego.

The Buddhist Temple of San
Diego (BTSD) and Vista Buddhist
Temple (VBT) are serving as co-
host temples.

Over 200 delegates represent-
ing the 14 temples and Sanghas
from throughout the district are
anticipated to attend.

Rev. Kodo BCA
bishop, will open the conference,

Umezu,

followed by inspiring speakers
for the morning Dharmathons
and afternoon panels, in separate
English and Japanese sessions.
Presenters include a diverse
cross section of ministers and lay
members. Download the flyer with
speaker details at the BCA website:
BuddbistChurchesof America.org

During lunch, the Southern

sociation will hold its general
meeting,.

Conference registration fee is
$65 per person on or before May
20. The fee after May 20 is $85.

For more information, please
contact Ralph Honda (BTSD) at
rkhonda205@gmail.com  or Terti
Omoti (VBT) at fomori@aol.com
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San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin

The San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin was founded in 1902. Originally known as the San Jose Hongwanji Buddhist
Church, the church received Betsuin status in 1966. In its long history, it has served as a gathering place to learn
and share Shinran Shonin’s appreciation of the Buddhadharma.

Although, the Betsuin was founded in 1902, its hondo (main hall) was not completed until 1937. Since then it has un-
dergone several major renovations. In 2002, renovation and refurbishment of the onaijin altar was finally completed.

For many years a plaque has hung above the onaijin. The characters written there, Kai Ho Zo, come from Juseige
which means “To open the Dharma storehouse.” This is the pledge of the Bodhisattva Dharmakara. It has been a
reminder that as we enjoy the compassion of Amida, we are encouraged to share this with others.
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By Ken Tanimoto
BCA President
Watsonville Buddhist Temple

To first start off, I want to
introduce myself. My name is Ken
Tanimoto and am your BCA Presi-
dent the next two years. Even though
I have been a member of Watsonville
Buddhist Temple for the past 31
years, my temple roots are from Cen-
tral California, with Selma being my
hometown and Fresno Betsuin being
my home temple.

I have fond memories of grow-
ing up on a farm in Selma with my
parents, grandmother, and siblings.
Most of all I enjoyed attending Sun-
day School, treasuring the time I had
with my Dharma School friends. Yes,
I did learn Buddhism now and then,
but spent most of my time having
fun with the Sangha members, young
and old. It was that era that gave me
the foundation of my spiritual life.

A New Beginning

I remember my grandmother
recited Junirai every morning. When
I passed her, without looking at me
she handed me her nenju to bow to
Buddha. I always thought, “Wow, she
has eyes in the back of her head!” But
even morte, [ noticed how contented
she was reciting the sutra before the
altar. Junirai started her day with har-
mony and peace, and in turn, it gave
me joy to see her so happy.

My greatest Nembutsu teacher was
my father. Like many of the Kibei
(Nisei, or second-generation Japanese
Americans born in the US but raised
and educated in Japan before the
war), he had a difficult time readjust-
ing to a different culture. It was at an
especially difficult time; he was in a
relocation camp. What affected him
the most was the mental anguish of
postwar readjustment. I was a little
boy at the time. What I remember
was how clinical depression was af-
fecting his life and his family. I felt
sadness, and sometimes even fear.
What I wanted was a father.

What brought him out of suf-
fering were two events that forever
changed his life. There was a kind
and compassionate doctor in Selma
who advised Dad to get treatment for
his illness. The medical treatments
helped his physical symptoms of
depression. Then my grandmother

asked Rev. Gibun Kimura, Rimban
(head minister) of the Fresno Temple
to come over and talk with Dad. I
remembered Rev. Kimura giving my
father books on the Buddha’s teach-
ing, and also just listening to him.

After reading many books, at-
tending many services, and listening
to the Dharma, my father became
a true follower of the Dharma. In
essence, the Dharma helped save his
life and his family.

After that period of Dad’s life,
he would share his joy, share his wis-
dom with others, and help anyone
who needed anything. And this is
how Dad impacted my life through
embracing the Jodo Shinshu teach-
ings.

I have realized that embracing
the Dharma brings me great joy and
meaning. I would like share this joy
by giving members of the Buddhist
Churches of America my time and
energy for the next two years, as well
as by supporting Bishop Umezu’s vi-
sion of why Jodo Shinshu Buddhism
is absolutely the most important
thing in our lives.

I look forward in the months
ahead to visiting BCA Temples,
hearing the teachings of the Buddha,
listening to the members, hearing
about your successes, and most all,
being part of your Sangha.

41 Receive Buddhist Names (Homyo)

The Kieshiki Affirmation Ceremony was conducted by Rev.
Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop, for the following members of
the BCA, (from top to bottom): March 12, 2016, Buddhist
Church of Santa Barbara: 6 members, assisted by Rev.
Masanori Watanabe; March 13, 2016, Oxnard Buddhist
Temple: 31 members, assisted by Rev. Masanori
Watanabe; April 9, 2016, Buddhist Temple of Salinas: 4
members, assisted by Rev. Orai Fujikawa.

Buddha-nature Comes Alive!

By Rev. Kakei Nakagawa,
Rinban, Fresno Betsuin

In the month of

Extremely difficult is it to put an end to

all sentient beings in itself. It is not possible for
sentient beings to a#ain Buddhahood.

Shinran mentioned, it isn’t said that we
have the possibility to become a Buddha, but
the meaning of Buddhahood is that it grasps
all sentient beings equally. As Buddhahood
was regarded by the Buddha, there can’t be any

whimper all alone.

You don’t cry, Natsuyo.

However, you whimper a lot

You who fall must fall.

You who sink must sink.

You who fall are here, therefore.
Amida joins and never lets you fall.

service) to appreciate
Shinran Shonin’s Ne-
nbutsu teaching, which
enables us to attain
true and real Buddha-

l .
hood.

However, because his achievements were in

an Eastern country rather than a Western one,
his teachings are not well understood in America
yet.
When Westerners read Shinran’s writings,
they often misinterpret his meaning.
Although I take refuge in the true Dharma,
It is hard to have a true and sincere mind.

"l May, we obsetrve Shiso, evil nature;
' Gotan-ye  (Founder’s My mind is like a venomous snake or
birthday  celebration scorpion.

My performance of good acts is also

poisoned;

Hence, it is called false and empty practice.

(Gutoku’s Fymmns of Lament and Reflection,

94 and 96, Collected Works of Shinran, p. 421)

These are expressions that are a result of
Shinran’s thorough, faultless introspection, but
can be very easily misunderstood. Very recently,
a certain scholar read the abovementioned and
concluded, “There is no concept of Buddha-
nature in Jodo Shinsha.”

On the contrary, Shinran Shonin does not
deny Buddha-nature. We should be aware that
the concept of Buddha-nature appears in sutras

distinction of being able to attain it or unable to
attain it.

The person who attains shinjin and joy

Is taught to be equal to the Tathagatas.

Great shinjin is itself Buddha-nature;

Buddha-nature is none other than Tathagata.

(FHymns of the Pure Land, 94, Collected Works

of Shinran, p. 351)

Twenty-six hundred years after Sakyamuni
Tathagata has gone, there is no Tathagata
except the six syllables of the natural voice of
Sakyamuni  Tathagata, “Na-mo-a-wi-fa-bhah,”
which is the manifestation of absolute wisdom
and compassion. And when the meaning of the
word “Nenbutsi” is proven to oneself, doubt
about one’s Buddha-nature disappears.

When I hear this voice,
Joyful indeed, I’'m in Amida’s grasp.
I prostrate myself unconsciously.
I cry happy tears.
I leave myself to Amida.
Do we go to the Pure Land or not?
I really don’t care, Na-mo-a-mi-dah
Has autumn come? The bur of chestnuts,
Nuts of six syllables dropped from inside
of it.
Na-mo-a-mi-da-bhuh, the Tathagata,
takes me home. On the way,
Abh, it hardly happens but it truly happens,
Na-mo-a-mi-dah
— Natsuyo Matsuwura
We'll be together at the temple on the day

This self is false and insincere;
I completely lack a pure mind.

as the viewpoint of the Buddha, not the viewpoint
of ordinary people. Buddha-nature reveals the
absolute value of Buddhahood, which subsumes

1, fearing for myself,

My heart has a bur of chestnuts.
My whole body also, is full of thorns

Dharma.

of Gotan-ye, listening to the message from the
Buddha through the Nenbutsu, the essence of

A Personal Remembrance:

Rev. Dr. Shunji Yokota a.k.a. John Ishihara
(1948-2015)

By Ken Tanaka,

Musashino University, Tokyo
Professor Shunji ""'“
Yokota (formerly
John Ishihara) passed
away on November
17, 2015
Prefecture, Japan, due

in Shiga

to illness.

Within the Bud-
dhist Churches of America (BCA), Rev.
Yokota was better known as John Ishi-
hara. Born in Los Angeles, he attended
the Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple, where he was active in
Boy Scouts. He served as minister at two
BCA temples: Gardena Buddhist Church
and Orange County Buddhist Church,
from the mid-1970s to mid-1980s.

He earned degrees at Chapman Col-
lege (B.A.); Ryukoku University (M.A.);
and the Claremont Graduate School

(Ph.D.). Dr. Ishihara held academic posi-
tions at California State University; Long
Beach; University of Calgary in Canada;
and Chikushi Jogakuen University and
Kyoto Women’s University in Japan.

His many publications focused on
comparative theology from the perspec-
tive of Jodo Shinshu thought as repre-
sented by his Ph.D. dissertation, which
was entitled, The Shin Buddhist Doctrine
of Amida and the Self: Christ/ Amida; Sin-
ner/ Bombu. Prof. Yokota will be deeply
missed, for he was one of the very few
Shinshu scholars working in the area of
comparative theology.

On a personal level, we shared a lot
in common, for we are both “products”
of the BCA, were raised and educated
in the U.S., got married in Japan, com-
pleted our Ph.D. program in the same
year, and held academic positions in the
U.S. and Japan.

Continued on Page 6

Our Newest BCA Minister

By Rev. Nariaki Rajan Hayashi
Ekoji Buddhist Temple

It is a pleasure to intro-
duce myself to my new BCA
family. My name is Nariaki
Rajan Hayashi and I recently
came from Kyoto, Japan as a
new minister for the Buddhist
Churches of America to share
and spread Shinran Shonin’s
Nembutsu teaching here in
America.

I was born in Hawaii,
so I guess that makes me a
Nisei. I moved back to Japan
when I was eight years old.
I come from a temple fam-
ily with roots in Kagoshima,
Japan. My family includes my
parents, two brothers, and me
and my wife.

After my  graduation

from Kansai International

Language University, my first

job was working in the hotel
business as a salesman for
over five years. The hotel
business was a wonderful job,
and proved to be a challeng-
ing career. However, while
working so hard to achieve
good results at sales, there
was always a feeling of empti-
ness in my personal time. The
morte 1 succeeded, the more 1
sacrificed, spending more and
more time at work. I quickly
found out that, yes, the Japanese
do work too hard.

Reflecting on this experi-

ence and what I was going
through, I came to realize that
the teaching of Nembutsu
gave me an opportunity to
pause what
life is. At the same time, it
helped to fill the emptiness
in my heart. Thus, from this

and consider

experience, I believe that the
teaching will guide me, and
hopefully the members of the
BCA, to a greater journey and
meaningful life.

The wonderful teaching
which Shinran Shonin left for
us has and continues to be
propagated over many genera-
tions. Truly, the teachings are
relevant in this age. I look
forward to being part of this
propagation effort with the
members of my new home,
the Ekoji Buddhist Temple,
and with all the members of
the BCA.
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TechnoBuddha 2016: Modern Mindfulness

By Calvin Tamano, Buddhist Church of Sacramento

At the Jodo
Shinshu Center in Berke-
ley, CA, the 9th annual
TechnoBuddha Confer-
ence was held from
March 25-27. A lively
group of 65 young adults
came to discuss their
beliefs and enrich their
lives in Buddhist culture.
The event, led by a vol-
unteer committee, s
meant to foster Bud-
dhism within 21- to 39-
year-old individuals who have aged out of the youth-related programs like the Young
Buddhist Association (YBA) at Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) temples, but
who have maintained a loose affiliation with other temple-related organizations.

The 2016 TechnoBuddha Conference Committee

This year’s theme was “Mindfulness,” a subject that opened up conversations
regarding the internal approach to understanding oneself, or more externally-focused
ideas about politeness in society. Rev. Henry Adams of the San Mateo Buddhist Tem-
ple led the discussion in his keynote speech, relating the concept to his experiences as
a youth. Having been raised in a Christian household and having spent time abroad in
India, he went on a self-reflective journey to find his personal faith while being mind-
ful of how it would be perceived by his host family and his immediate family back
home.

Throughout the three-day conference, a diverse mix of workshops were held to
appeal to the personal and spiritual interests of participants. The classes ranged from
Buddhism 101/201, mixology, Enneagram studies, photography, and yoga, all with the
overarching theme of mindfulness. Group discussions were held intermittently for
participants to continuously express their thoughts and strengthen the community
bond. “I loved it!” said first time attendee Heather Ichinaga. “I liked seeing old YBA
friends and meeting new ones. Everyone was so nice and made you feel welcomed.”

As always, we are very grateful to the Jodo Shinshu community, and the sup-
port of the people at the Center for Buddhist Education. Every year there are several
volunteers who spend hours helping prepare food, and we thank you. Judy Kono has
been an absolute phenom and her love of the community is inspirational. We hope to
live up to her expectations. And of course, Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara’s guidance and
friendliness is beloved. For all the support receive, we are eternally grateful.

Next year will be the 10th TechnoBuddha Conference. In preparation, a new
committee was quickly formed to start organizational efforts early. The new co-chairs
Kimberly Koga and Steve Tamekuni have returned to once again spearhead the ef-
forts. When asked about her thoughts for the decadal gathering, Kimberly stated she
was looking forward to seeing new faces at the 10th annual conference in April 2017,
then promptly returned to penning the roughly 12,106 ideas she has is mind. Although
it is still 2016, the historic “Number 10” is already shaping up to be a massive event.
Look forward to it!

a&omr?é?ﬁ&

Jr.YBA Meets for 2016 Conference in Palo Alto

By Noel McGuire, Berkeley Buddhist Temple

On March 19, Junior Young Buddhist Association (Jr. YBA) members from all
five districts in California came together at the Palo Alto Buddhist Church to attend
the 2016 Bay District Jr. YBA Conference. The theme of this year’s conference was
“Lilo and Stitch: Ohana Means Family, Sangha Means No One Gets Left Behind or
Forgotten.” Delegates followed Lilo, Stitch, and their family and friends on their jour-
neys through life, and searched for the importance of family and friendship in both
the characters’ lives and in their own as well.

The day was filled with icebreakers and workshops, all aimed to encompass the
themes of Sangha, compassion, and the three temptations (greed, anger, and stupidity,
ak.a. GAS). Delegates participated in obstacle courses, human game boards, discus-
sions, and even made their own candy leis. Intertwining Buddhist teachings with inter-
active social activities, this year’s conference brought over 100 Jr. YBAers together in
their pursuit to gain a better understanding of the Dharma.

The Jr. YBA members and advisors were given the honor of listening to keynote
speaker, Bishop Kodo Umezu during the opening service. We were not only guided by
Bishop Umezu’s words of wisdom, but were also guided throughout the day by minis-
terial advisors Rev. Dean Koyama and Rev. Candice Shibata. Other participating min-
isters included Rev. Henry Adams, Rev. Harry Bridge, Rev. Yushi Mukojima, and Rev.
Zuikei Taniguchi.

The Bay District Jr. YBA would like to thank all ministers, delegates, advisors,
and parents who attended for taking the time to join us at this year’s conference.
Without your constant support and guidance, the event would not have been possible.

Budd
inshu Cente

June 24, 25 & 26, 2016

-
Gallery Hours:

A= 300pm

Joade Shinshu Center = 2140 Duranl ﬁ-.venu:e. i-l-:-ﬂ'kelt'y CA
- FREE & OPEMN TO THE PUBLIC -

Featuring:
Seeing the Wisdom of Compassion: The Art &
Science of the Heart Sutra Paintings by Tsuneo Iwasaki

Gallery Hours: Friday, June 24: 3 - 8:30 pm,
Saturday, June 25: 10 am - 4 pm, Sunday, June 26: 10 am - 2 pm
Lecture by Dr. Paula Arai: Saturday, June 25: || am

The Other Buddhism: Amida Comes West & Other Works
A Book Discussion with Caroline Brazier
Friday, June 24: 6:30 - 8 pm

Browse the BCA Bookstore. { }’,‘""i"'*“"“"‘f"""‘“

Open during events listed above.

Enjoy special discounts on a unique collection of titles
specializing in Jodo Shinshu Buddhism, altar items,
children’s books, and gifts. Regular bookstore hours:
Wednesday - Saturday, || am - 7 pm.

Realizing the Vislon

MAY 2016

The Buddhist Church of Santa Barbara & BCA Center for Buddhist Education present

RESOLVING LIFE's PROBLEMS

Through Budohism

conversations on Shin Buddhisme b Your baily L_Lff.

“Resolving Life’s Problems Through Buddhism,” is a monthly public lecture
series to be held by the Center for Buddhist Education (CBE) in conjunction with the
Buddhist Church of Santa Barbara, starting in May. The series is Free and Open to
the Public. Rev. Marvin Harada (CBE Co-Director and resident minister of the Oz-
ange County Buddhist Church) will lead the discussions on Sunday evenings from
7-8:30 pm. Topics are: May 15: Matters of Life and Death; June 12: Relationship Is-
sues; July 24: Buddhism at Work; August 14: Self-Esteem. The Buddhist Church of
Santa Barbara is located at 1015 East Montecito Street (cross street is North Alisos
Street, near South Milpas and the Eastside Branch Library).

Contact Rev. Masanori Watanabe: nznister@OxchnardBuddbistTemple.org ot call
(805) 483-5948; Rev. Marvin Harada: mrharada@aol.com ot call (714) 323-6843; or call
the Buddhist Church of Santa Barbara at (805) 962-3633, for more information.

2016 BCA Educational Events

Programs subject to change. Events at the Jodo Shinshu Center unless otherwise noted.
This is a partial listing.

May 3-5 * Minister’s Continuing Education Seminar: East Meets West: Jodo
Shinshu from Higashi and Nishi Perspectives. Dr. Mark Blum and Rev. Dr.
David Matsumoto continuing the discussion for ministers.

May 13-15 * Ohara School of Ikebana exhibition, including flower arrangement
demonstration. Hosted by the JSC as part of the 10th Anniversary Commemoration.

May 20 * Gotan-e. A celebration of Shinran Shonin’s birthday. Service Dharma mes-
sage by Rev. Jerry Hirano, Salt Lake Buddhist Temple. 6:30-8 pm.
June 9-11 * Tokudo Preparatory Training #3.

June 24-26 * Buddhist Art & Book Fair. Art Exhibit: “Seeing the Wisdom of Com-
passion” by the late Tsuneo Iwasaki and related lecture by Dr. Paula Arai, Sat. 11 am.
Exhibit Fri. 3-8:30 pm, Sat. 10 am-4 pm, Sun. 10am-2 pm. Book discussion with
author Caroline Brazier (The Other Buddbism: Amida Comes West), Fri. 6:30-8 pm.

August 19 * IBS Symposium: Shin Buddhism & Globalization. 1-5 pm.

August 19-21 * Summer Pacific Seminar: Jodo Shinshu Beyond Borders.
Keynote speakers: Dr. Ugo Dessi and Dr. Elisabetta Porcu.

August 20-21 * Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course August Workshop, in
Dusseldorf, Germany.

BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org Email: che@bcahg.org Phone: (510) 809-1460
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Crossing Cultural Barriers: Jodo Shinshu in Taiwan
By Alan Hirahara, Berkeley Buddhist Temple

This article was written by Berkeley Buddhist Temple member Alan Hirahara who,
together with his wife Ashi, is temporarily living in Kaohsiung, Taiwan and traveling in
East Asia, doing volunteer work for the Nembutsu community. Up until their move, Alan
was the volunteer chef for many Center for Buddhist Education programs and activities.

Nembutsu followers in Taiwan: (left:) Kaobsiung Sangha in _front of the temple for Ruimo Sensei’s four-year
memorial service; (below:) Alan Hirahara teaching English to children at a Jodo Shinshu school. (Lower
left:) Jodo Shinshu minister Ishida Katsubiko (second from left) came from Japan to interview Shifu (far
right) for bis temple newsletter, eating lunch with the Kaohsinng S angha.

Jodo  Shinshu has
historically been an ethno-
centric sect of Buddhism.
That’s why I was quite sur-
prised when I first met my
wife Ashi five years ago
and discovered she was a
Jodo  Shinshu follower
from China. Ashi’s minister
and teacher, Ruimo Sensei,
had moved from Japan to
Taiwan to build a temple
ten years ago. He devel-
oped Sanghas by visiting
people and giving Dharma
talks in Taiwan. Although
he passed away five years
ago, his nun assistant
Ruikaku San, or “Shifu” as
she is known, has contin-
ued his work. (§4#fu is the Chinese word for female teacher.) Ruikaku San was or-
dained as a Jodo Shinshu minister in Japan. I’'ve been quite fortunate to witness
firsthand the results of their
work to spread the Dharma.

Over the past five years,
Ashi and I had made three
trips to Taiwan. We decided
to sell our house in the San
Francisco Bay Area and move
here for a few years. During
this time, we have traveled
with Shifu to several cities,
participating in retreats and
lecture sessions. Every week
we go to the temple that
Ruimo Sensei built to do
maintenance work and to hear
Dharma talks given by Shifu.

Shifu’s  followers are
devout and hungry for the
Dharma. They eagerly await the printing of each book that she translates from Japa-
nese into Chinese; books which were written by Ruimo Sensei’s teacher, Rev. Zuiken
Inagaki. It’s quite moving and uplifting to see a young Sangha with many families and
children who recite the Nembutsu, chant sutras, and sit quietly through two-hour Dhar-
ma talks.

We also hear from members of how they were inspired by Shifu’s Dharma talks,
and how she has dynamically applied the Dharma to their daily lives. Sangha members
stand up and share their stories, often tearfully, of how the Dharma has transformed
their lives. This is the engaged Buddhism that Shifu teaches.

Wherever we go, it’s challenging for me since I don’t speak Chinese. I'm study-
ing daily but it’s a difficult language and progress is slow. I have to rely on rough
translations of Dharma talks and conversations with Ashi. I often don’t know what’s
going on, but I simply enjoy being around people brought together by the Dharma. I
don’t need to speak Chinese to feel the warmth of their big smiles and the hospitality
of the fellow Nembutsu followers we encounter.

Although the spread of the Nembutsu teaching into Taiwan is recent and on a
small scale, it is significant because it is crossing major cultural barriers which have
been in place for centuries. The Nembutsu teaching brings with it a unique and uni-
versal message for all people, whether they reside in Japan, San Francisco, Taiwan,
South America, or Europe. Shifu often says that it’s not the size of the Sangha, but
their understanding of the Dharma that counts.

Through the efforts of the Nembutsu community, dedicated ministers, priests,
nuns and followers, Ashi and I are able to experience and be part of the re-emergence
of Jodo Shinshu in East Asia. For this, we are very grateful.

The Dharmakara Series: Our Lifelong Learning Challenge

This is the third part of a five-part guest series on the Juseige. We hope you enjoy it.

Reflections on the Juseige: The Name Heard
throughout the Ten Directions

By Rev. Henry Adams

When do you say the Nembutsu? Many of us say the words “Namo Amida Butsu™
when we come to the temple for services. How about in your daily life? You might say
it before and after meals or when taking a moment to pause and reflect before your
home obutsudan Buddhist shrine. The Nembutsu is the recitation of the words “Namo
Amida Butsu,” which one might literally translate as “I take refuge in Amida Buddha,
the Awakened One of Immeasurable Wisdom and Compassion.”

I often find myself saying the Nembutsu in the car when I see an animal that has
died on the road after being hit by a car. I feel sadness that this animal has lost its life
because of the existence of the road that enables me to travel quickly and comfortably
to my destination. For me the Nembutsu affirms the powerful, and sometimes un-
comfortable truth, that my life is possible due to the support and sacrifices of all the
other lives around me.

If you were to come to our house on a rare evening when both of our sons are
asleep in bed by 7:30 p.m. and my wife and I find that we have a whole evening to
relax and catch up on things we have been meaning to do around the house, you will
certainly hear the Nembutsu of joy and gratitude.

There are times when we also turn to the Nembutsu in times of stress and diffi-
culty, such as the loss of a loved one. In troubled times, the Nembutsu is not a prayer
for Amida Buddha to solve our problems. We realize that Amida Buddha is not a su-
pernatural being who controls the working of cause and effect, so there is no sense in
praying to the Buddha and asking for things that we would like to have happen or
asking the Buddha to prevent things that we do not want to happen. That is not what
Amida Buddha is about.

Living in the Nembutsu, with the teachings of Shinran as our guide, we encoun-
ter the Great Compassion of Amida Buddha in the Sutra on the Buddba of Inneasurable
Life and the Forty-Eight Vows of Amida Buddha. The essence of those vows is reiter-
ated in a section of verse known in our tradition as the Juseige, which we chant regular-
ly during our services. The third verse of the Juseige expresses the heart of the Nem-
butsu as we receive it:

GA SHI JO BUTSU DO
MYO SHO CHO JIP-PO
KU KYO MI SHO MON
SEIFU JO SHO GAKU

When I attain Buddhahood,
My Name will be heard throughout the ten directions;
Should there be any place where it is not heard,
May I not attain perfect enlightenment.
(The Three Pure Land Sutras, Volume 11: The Larger Sutra, p. 30)

The Name of Amida Buddha is heard at all times and all places in our lives,
whenever we say the words “Namo Amida Butsu.” To hear the Name of Amida Bud-
dha is to live with awareness of boundless compassion at work in every moment of
our lives. In the Nembutsu, we find the strength and clarity of mind to face whatever
life brings us with calm and appreciation. Sometimes happy. Namo Amida Butsu.
Sometimes sad. Namo Amida Butsu. I welcome my life just as it is. Namo Amida
Butsu.

BCA Bookstore News by Gayle Noguchi

Now available: Demythologizing
Pure Land Buddhism: Yasuda Rijin
and the Shin Buddhist Tradition by
Paul B. Watt, Pure Land Buddhist
Studies series published jointly by the
Institute of Buddhist Studies at the
Graduate Theological Union and
University of Hawaii Press.

Hardback, $52.00.

Demyvthologizing
Pure Land Buddhism

W ang mil @ SIAE FHR "

Demythologizing Pure Land Bud-
dhism provides an introduction to the
thought and selected writings of Yasuda Rijin Panl 15 Wt
(1900-1982), one of the most important inter-
preters of Shin Buddhism of twentieth-century
Japan. A student of such notable teachers as OE
Kaneko Daie and Soga Ryojin, Yasuda’s ideas
were viewed at the time as heretical, maintain-
ing that the popular understanding of Shin teachings was actually a misunderstanding,.
Yasuda sought to articulate the powerful and compelling notion that, contrary to being
something distant and other-worldly, Amida and the Pure Land are vibrant, dynamic
realities to be lived and experienced in the present. Yasuda asserted that through the
experience of the entrusting mind one realizes that one’s life is an expression of
Tathagata Amida, that in actuality one’s own life is a manifestation of the Absolute.

Part I of Demythologizing Pure Land Buddhism begins with a preface by Dr. Richard
K. Payne, series editor, a brief history of the development of Jodo Shinshu within the
context of Mahayana, and a brief background of Yasuda’s life, the major influences
that informed his thinking (particularly Yogacara), and a summary of the major themes
in his writings. Part II consists of annotated translations of Yasuda’s lectures and writ-
ings from 1930 to 1972.

To order, go to www.buddbistchurchesofamerica.org and click on the BCA Bookstore
link or contact gnoguchi@beahq.org / 510-809-1435. Open Wednesday through Saturday
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Like us on Facebook.
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Generous Golfers Drive Donations in Dinuba

Two flocks of fun folk took to the fairways of the Ridge Creek Golf Course for the Buddhist
Churches of America (BCA) National Council Golf Tournament, and donated their winnings to the
Institute of Buddhist Studies’ (IBS) Ministerial Scholarship Fund. Bishop Kodo Umezu, President
of the IBS, received the donations. The tournament took place on March 1, 2016.

Barton Ashida, Frank Fujikawa, Gerald Nakayama, and Stan Mukai won the first place prize
(above left). Sue Yamasaki, Dave Yamasaki, Glenn Nakaguchi, and Bob Shintaku won the second
place prize. (above right). All in all, the golf tournament was a grand slam and added large divots of
joy to all of our hearts.

The IBS is grateful to everyone involved in the golf tournament for helping IBS ministerial
students. The Ministerial Scholarship Fund alleviates the financial burden on aspirants who want
to become BCA ministers. If you haven’t donated to the IBS yet, we’ll allow a mulligan this time.
Please visit www.shin-ibs.edn/ donate ot call (510) 809-1444 for more information on how to improve
your donation game.

Thank You to the Friends of IBS Donors

The IBS Annual Giving Program for the Ministerial Scholarship program has now entered its
third year of fund raising.

The IBS would like to thank the Friends of IBS who continue to support our ministerial students
who aspire to serve as ministers in the Buddhist Churches of America temples and churches.

Supporters who have donated in 2016 include:

Ms. Barbara Dinkelspiel Ms. Lou Minamoto

Reverend John and Mrs. Koko Doami Dr. Kunie Oda

Mz. Richard and Mrs. Emilie Endo Mzt. Harold and Mrs. June Sano

Ms. Shelley Hatakeyama Mzt. Koichi Sayano

Mrs. Nancy Hirota Mr. Digger and Mrs. Agnes Sasaki

Ms. Joyce Iwasaki Ms. Patricia T. Takeda

Mrs. Rosie M. Kakiuchi West Los Angeles Buddhist Temple

Dr. Victor Kato Reverend Haruo and Mrs. Shigeko Yamaoka
Reverend Ronald Kobata
Ms. Joyce Oishi

Organizations:
San Jose Buddhist Women’s Association

Thank you for loyally joining us in supporting ministerial training and Buddhist education.

Currently, we have a total of 13 ministerial students studying at IBS. There is one student in
the Masters of Divinity program, 4 students in the MBS program, and 8 students in the Kyoshi
Certificate program.

In 2015, with the generous support of our Friends of IBS, we were able to raise $87,770.00. Our
annual goal is $100,000.00 per year.

We ask for your support in achieving our annual goal to support the education of our ministerial
students.

Please give us a call at (510) 809-1444 ot e-mail at donate@bcahq.org for more information. Also,
your local temple may have information on how to support the Institute of Buddhist Studies.

Thank you for your gifts to the
BCA Dana Program

Donations received to date:
$98,700

Haven't heard of the Dana program?
Download the brochure & donate online.

Or, ask your local temple leadership
fora Dana brachure.

Visit: buddhistchurchesofamerica.org

A Simple Way to Share the Dharma

The Dana program -- Offerings in Gratitude, provides members and supporters with a simple,
clear way to spread the Dharma and give to the BCA and temples.

The Dana Program isn’t a one-time fundraiser -- it is a continuous method for donors to con-
tribute every year to support all the activities of the BCA. Please see the Dana Program brochure
for details.

Donors now have a simple option for providing ongoing support for all of the BCA (along with
temple partnerships). This enables the BCA to plan and budget more effectively so that everyone
can enjoy the Dharma. Thank you for your continuing generosity.

Gassho/With palms together

Rev. Hirano

Continued from Front Page

is less than cell phones, Internet, and
cable bills. We have close to 14,000
BCA members, and if they donated
$1,000 a year to BCA, that’s $14 million
a year for us to work with! If it was only
half to BCA headquarters and half to
the local temples, that’s $7 million each.
With the Farmer’s spirit of dana*, we
would not have the financial problems
we have now. We balk and complain
about BCA receiving less than $150 a
year—about $10 a month per member.
Ten dollars is less than what I’'ve spent
at Starbucks for coffee during this
conference.

It is my wish that when we talk
about our agrarian past, of our Japa-
nese American legacy, that we do not
forget to talk about the values of gen-
erosity, hard work, and willingness to
take a risk. We all still go gambling at
the casinos to this day, don’t we? Why
aren’t we taking a risk at investing in
our own temples called BCA? The Issei
and Nisei had to risk their comfort for
the future of their families. The Issei
were willing to sacrifice for the sake
of their grandchildren, this generosity
and selfless giving, “dana,” was at the
heart of this sacrifice. A stark contrast
to “What do I get for my money?”

In addition, when we talk about
non-Japanese coming into  our
temples, and we act as though they
are invaders encroaching onto our
territory. I want you to take an honest
look at your own families. If you are
Japanese American, how many of you
have non-Japanese relatives? Do you
treat them like strangers and invaders?
The same strangers and invaders are
not only your future family members;
they are also our Dharma family mem-
bers.

To the non-Japanese, I ask, “Are
you sacrificing for the benefit of all
with dana?” You are the first gen-
eration, the new Issei pioneer farmers

coming to the temples. I’'m sure it
was difficult coming and adjusting
to this new Buddhist landscape, like
the Japanese Issei adjusting to a new
country. You are now sowing “seeds”
for future generations. Are you willing
and able to love and sacrifice for it?

My hope, my aspiration, is that
we share our hopes and dreams about
our future together. (Nobody really
knows, except my wife, that I’'m a ro-
mantic at heart...I may look grumpy
on the outside, but don’t be deceived;
I’m a grumpy romantic on the inside.)
I have this dream for our BCA. That
dream is for all of us to try and be
farmers of BCA. Let’s once again grow
our Sanghas, make material sacrifices
that will have benefits for our future
generations, and let go of the selfish
clinging to what we have had.

All things are constantly chang-
ing: this is a basic Buddhist teaching.
However, this also means all things are
possible. Our Buddhist Churches of
America is evidence of this incredible
teaching. We have met and surpassed
the dreams of the Issei and Nisei
farmers. We hit the jackpot. Now
what do we do? I would like each of
you here this morning to honestly ask
yourselves, “What will be my legacy;
what will my generation sow?” Please
join me in gassho.

The Buddha replied, “1 sow faith as the
seeds. My discipline is the rain. My wisdom
is my yoke and plongh. My modesty is the
plongh-head. The mind is the rope. Mindful-
ness is the ploughshare and the goad. I am
restrained in deeds, words and food. I do my
weeding with truthfulness. The bliss I get is
my freedom from suffering. With persever-
ance I bear my yoke until I come to nirvana.
Thus, 1 have done my ploughing. It brings
the fruit of immortality. By ploughing like
this, one escapes all suffering.”

I believe the seeds, and the fruit of
this farming, is Namo Amida Butsu.

* selfless giving

First Meeting

Continued from Front Page

the sharing of the teachings of Japanese
Buddhism with more Americans.

Participating representatives
were: Rev. Gengo Akiba and Rev.
Ikki Nanbara of Soto-shu; Rev. Eisei
Ikenaga and Rev. Tetsudo Takasaki
of Nichiren-shu; Rev. Noriaki Ito and
Rev. Ryoko Osa of Otani-ha; Rev.
Junkun Imamura of Shingon-shu; and
Rev. Kodo Umezu and Rev. Kiyonobu
Kuwahara of Hongwanji (BCA). Rev.
Kodo Tanaka of Jodo-shu was unable
to attend.

Bukkyo Dendo Kyokai (Society
for the Promotion of Buddhism) was

founded in 1965 by Japanese indus-
trialist and patron of Buddhism, the
late Rev. Dr. Yehan Numata. BDK
America is the American affiliate
which has a long history of supporting
and implementing Buddhist programs,
activities, education, and research here
in the USA. The Buddhist Churches
of America has also been a major
recipient of support from the Numata
family and BDK through the years.
This first of its kind meeting is another
example of the innovative ideas and
support BDK provides to Buddhism
in America.

'Source: Pew Research Center, “Asian
Americans: A Mosaic of Faiths” at www.
pewforum.org/2012/07/ 19/ asian-ameri-
cans-a-mosaic-of-faiths-overview/

Remembrance

Continued from Page 3

One other thing we shared was
a priest’s robe, some 40 years ago!
It was a sweltering summer day in
Kyoto back in the mid-1970s. I went
on a one-day study tour for ministe-
rial students to Mt. Hiei, sponsored
by the Hongwanji. However, I did not
have a robe as required, since I had
not yet been ordained. John kindly
loaned me his, thus allowing me to
participate. The tour was more physi-
cally demanding than imagined. The

dust, sweat, and a couple of falls on
the dusty trail made a mess of the bot-
rowed robe. When I finally got back
home, John welcomed me with that
infectious laughter. And, importantly
for me, he was not at all upset about
the condition of his robe, saying
something to the effect that what I
had gotten on the robe was the “holy
dust” from the sacred mountain!

Thank you, John, for sharing so
much with me and others. Your con-
tinual spiritual presence is clearly felt
here and now, and we shall meet more
vividly in the Realm of the Boundless
Light and Life!
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Salinas Dharma School students help Rev. Orai Fujikawa to clean the te-
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‘ Japanese Buddhist Sects Meeting at JSC, Feb 22-23, 2016.
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