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Monshu Kojun Ohtani’s made

his first visit to the Buddhist
Churches of America. He began
the trip by attending the 16th World
Buddhist Women’s Convention

in San Francisco over Labor Day
weekend. Later, he visited 15
BCA churches and temples before
leaving Sept. 11.

In the Southern District, the
Gomonshu visited: Buddhist
Temple of San Diego, Vista
Buddhist Temple; Orange County
Buddhist Church; Senshin
Buddhist Temple; Los Angeles
Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple; Pasadena Buddhist
Temple; Oxnard Buddhist

Temple; San Fernando Valley
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple; West
Los Angeles Buddhist Temple;
Gardena Buddhist Church; and
Venice Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple.

In the Northwest District, he
visited: Oregon Buddhist Temple;
Tacoma Buddhist Temple; White
River Buddhist Temple; and Seattle
Betsuin Buddhist Temple.

In the above right photo, the
Gomonshu is shown giving his
opening address at the WBWC
Aug. 31. In the photo at right,

he is greeted Aug. 30 at San
Francisco International Airport by
members of the World Buddhist
Women'’s Federation cabinet and
Bishop Rev. Kodo Umezu and
Janet Umezu. Shown, from left,
are: Terrie Masuda, Janice Doi,
Peggy Okabayashi, Susan Bottari,
Monshu Kojun Ohtani, Rev. Keiichi
Abe (Governor), BCA Bishop Rev.
Kodo Umezu, Janet Umezu and
Karen Suyama. (Photos courtesy
of Mark Shigenaga)
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Jodo Shinshu
International Office
Established in S.F.

Goal Is to Spread Nembutsu
Teaching to People Worldwide

The Jodo Shinshu
Hongwanji-ha in Kyoto has
established the Jodo Shinshu
International Office (JSIO) in
San Francisco with the goal of
providing people worldwide
with greater opportunities
to encounter the Nembutsu
teaching.

On Sept. 1, Monshu
Kojun Ohtani, head of the
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha,
took part in the official
opening of the JSIO at the
BCA headquarters in San
Francisco. The formal event
was held after the conclusion
of the 16th World Buddhist
Women’s Convention.

The JSIO’s slogan is “The
World Is Waiting for Shinran
Shonin” and Rev. Kiyonobu
Kuwahara, supervising min-
ister of the Berkeley Bud-
dhist Temple, was named as

manager of the international
office.

“I will do my best,” Rev.
Kuwahara said. “It is truly
an honor. I am humbled and
grateful to be appointed as
office manager to the Jodo
Shinshu Hongwanji-ha’s goal
of spreading the Nembutsu

teachings around the world.”
The JSIO represents a
further development and

restructuring of the Hong-
wanji Office, which currently
coordinates the International
Ministerial Orientation Pro-
gram (IMOP) and the Jodo
Shinshu Correspondence
Course (JSCC) at the Jodo
Shinshu Center in Berkeley,
according to a news release
from the Jodo Shinshu Hong-

wanji-ha.

Continued on Page 6

BCA Leader, Nisei Icon Hiroshi Kashiwagi Passes Away at 96

Executive Secretary Was
Editor of The American
Buddhist and Acclaimed Poet,
Actor, Writer, Activist

By Jon Kawamoto

Managing Editor, Wheel of Dharma

Hiroshi Kashiwagi, who served as the

dhist in the 1950s, passed away Oct. 29 at
the age of 96 in Berkeley.
lifetime,
iconic status in the Nikkei community and
beyond as a poet, playwright, actor, writer,
activist, and as the recognized poet laureate
of the Tule Lake internment camp.
Kashiwagi was sent to Tule Lake during
World War II and refused to answer the
U.S. government’s controversial “loyalty
questionnaire” in 1943 because he had

BCA’s Executive Secretary and first editor
of the organization’s The American Bud-

In his

Continued on Page 5

Kashiwagi reached

Hiroshi Kashiwagi,

who served as BCA
Executive Secretary
and as the editor of the
BCA’s The American
Buddhist monthly
publication from 1957
to 1967, is shown at the
2007 Buddhist Church
of San Francisco’s
Obon. Kashiwagi passed
away Oct. 29. He was
96. (Courtesy of Mark
Shigenaga)

Senshin’s Kinnara Gagaku Celebrates 50th Anniversary with Full Moon Concert

Bugaku members perform “Engiraku,”

"a dance that originated in ninth
century Japan, in military costumes Nov. 10 at the Senshin Buddhist
Temple in Los Angeles. The Kinnara Gagaku orchestra is shown in the
background, accompanying the dancers. (Courtesy of Emily Ushijima)

By David Ushijima
Berkeley Buddhist Temple

More than 50 years ago, a
serendipitous discovery of two
ancient Japanese gagaku musical
instruments planted the seed
that formed Senshin Buddhist
Temple’s Kinnara Gagaku in Los
Angeles.

Fast forward to a clear, crisp
night on Nov. 10 in Los Angeles
— and Kinnara Gagaku celebrat-
ed its golden anniversary with a
magical, full moon concert that
showcased the unique sounds
of Japanese ancient music with

dance.

The moon itself played an

integral role and was a dramatic
backdrop to the memorable
concert at the Senshin Buddhist
Temple courtyard.

The day began with a special
morning service led by guest
speaker Rev. Katsuya Kusunoki,
Rinban of the Seattle Betsuin
Buddhist Temple. He led the
Senshin Sangha in a 50-minute
chant from Part 1 of the “Larger
Sutra of the Buddha of Immea-
surable Life.”

The festivities continued
into the evening with a perfor-
mance of “Samsara,” one of the

signature taiko compositions by
Senshin’s Kinnara Taiko — the
first Buddhist temple taiko group
in the United States.

As the full moon rose in the
night sky, the audience was treat-
ed to a rare Shomyo recitation of
“Juseige” in the Ritsukyoku style
by Rev. Sala Sekiya, a resident
minister of the Gardena Bud-
dhist Temple.

“It was a wonderful evening
filled with a richness in culture,
history and community that
Senshin has come to embody,”
Senshin Sangha member Victor

Continued on Page 6
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2019 — A Milestone Year for the BCA

By Rev. Kodo Umezu
BCA Bishop

As the year comes to a close,
I would like to share some of
the memorable events that
took place during 2019.

The first noteworthy event
occurred in July, when 10 peo-
ple from the Buddhist Church-
es of America went to Kyoto
to join 10 other international
participants in the Hongwanji
Tokudo session for overseas
aspirants.

These 20 people from four

countries were granted to enter

into the Hongwanji ministeri-
al Sangha by the current Go-
monshu, or head priest of the
Hongwanji, Sennyo Monshu,
on July 15.

Now, they are actively
engaged at their own temples
and churches, assisting their
head ministers to help create
conditions to share the Nem-
butsu teaching.

The second big event
occurred during Labor Day
weekend — the 16th World
Buddhist Women’s Conven-
tion in San Francisco.

There were approximately
1,700 participants, including
900 members from the BCA.
Everyone, including many
O-baachans, worked so hard
to prepare for this once-in-
a-lifetime event. Those who
participated in this conference
were all inspired by the speak-
ers and enjoyed the programs
offered by our members. Many
of the attendees expressed their
excitement for the next World
Convention, which will be
held in Kyoto in 2023.

After the official conven-
tion program ended, another

Bishop Rev. Kodo Umezu shares a laugh with his wife, Janet Umezu, in
reaction to a joke by keynote speaker Rev. Yukiko Motoyoshi during the 16th
World Buddhist Women’s Convention on Aug. 31 in San Francisco. (Courtesy
of Mark Shigenaga)

historic event took place in San
Francisco on Sept. 1.

It was the official opening
of a new organization called
the Jodo Shinshu Interna-
tional Office. The ceremony
was officiated by the Sennyo
Monshu, and witnessed by the
Hongwanji overseas districts
delegates.

The Jodo Shinshu Interna-

tional Office will take over the
programs that the Hongwanji
Office that has already been
offering such as the Jodo Shin-
shu Correspondence Course,
the International Ministerial
Orientation Program (IMOP)
and the Staff of Hongwanji
Advanced Research and Educa-

Continued on Page 4
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Look Within Yourself for
Right Path to Happiness

By Rev. Marvin Harada

Orange County Buddhist Church

The Dalai Lama, in his book, “The
Art of Happiness,” writes, “I believe that
the very purpose of our life is to seek
happiness.”

All beings seek happiness. But why
is it that the happiness we seek seems to
slip away as soon as we think we have it?
Why does it disappear like a mirage in the
desert as soon as we approach it, or have
it in the palm of our hand?

First of all, Buddhism teaches us that

our search for happiness is misdirected.
We are looking for it in the wrong places.
Normally, we seek happiness in things
that are external to us. We seek happiness
in more money, a bigger home, a new
car, or in the love of our life. We might
achieve many or even all of those things,
but we somehow feel unsatisfied.

More money is still not enough. A
bigger house brings more repairs and
headaches. A new car is nice for a while,

until the next model comes out and our
new car is already outdated. Even finding
the love of our life can lead to heartache
and sorrow if the relationship dissolves or
if we lose our loved one tragically. With
any of those things, our happiness disap-
pears. What happened? Where did it go?

If you have ever felt the futility of
searching for happiness in any of those
external things, then you are ready to
turn your search for happiness in the
right direction.

Rather than looking outside of our-
selves for happiness, we need to look
within ourselves. We need to find in our
life, a sense of inner fulfillment, a life
of inner purpose, and an inner meaning
to our life. When we turn the direction
inward, we enter the right path to hap-
piness. Once we enter the path, then in
a sense, we have already arrived at our

Continued on Page 4

The  history
of the Mahayana
schools of Bud-
dhism is one that
is intertwined
with a variety of
cultures and cul-
tural influences.

Buddhism,
having come
from India, trav-
eled through various countries on its path
to Japan. During that migration, and as
a result of an oral tradition, Buddhism
adapted to its surroundings and picked
up cultural components, rituals, sym-
bols, ideas, that were not original to the
Sakyamuni’s message. While the message
broadened in appeal, it created confusion
and at times diverged from the Buddha’s
true teachings.

The Jodo Shinsha tradition came to
Japan by way of China’s Tientai school.
Two major areas of mutual influence
in medieval Chinese Buddhism that are
recently being revealed occurred with

Translation Project Seeks to Rectity
Mahayana Buddhism, Clarify Shinran

By Rev. Kakei Nakagawa
BCA Central California District Minister
Fresno Betsuin Rinban

Daoism and with Christianity (especially
Nestorianism and Arianism).

Especially in the tradition of Jodo
Shinshi, the mutual influences with
Christianity are important. The relation-
ship dates back to the rise of Christianity
in the first century, and was most promi-
nent during the third to eighth centuries
in various regions of Central Asia and
China. For this reason, various Buddhist
symbols, particularly from the middle
ages and ancient times, retain a Christian
heritage. The influence of Buddhism
in early Christian thought cannot be
ignored either, but that will not be the
topic of this project.

Another influence to modern Japanese
Buddhism broadly was the influx of theo-
logical concepts from German idealism
(for example, a Christian methodology),
predominantly from Immanuel Kant’s
school of thought. These concepts were
accepted into Japanese Buddhistic aca-
demia in the middle of the 19th century
without criticism (perhaps because the
learning of Western Civilization in the
academic and political elite was an urgent
issue during the Meiji period from 1867-
1912). As such, many ancient documents
were translated into modern Japanese

Continued on Page 6
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[PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
‘Hidden Treasure’ at the EBL Conference

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Richard A. Stambul
BCA President

On Oct. 10, I was wearing
shorts and a T-shirt while run-
ning the air conditioner full
blast in our home in Southern
California.

The next day, Oct. 11,
I arrived in Minneapolis to
30-degree weather with snow
flurries on the way. I was
there to attend my second
Eastern  Buddhist  League
(EBL) Conference, hosted this
year by BCA’s Twin Cities
Buddhist Sangha. The theme,
“Social Awareness: Living the
Nembutsu,” had immediately
attracted my attention.

Since taking office
BCA President almost

years ago, I've written many

as
two

times in this column about
social consciousness, urging
greater engagement by our
temples and churches in the
social fabric of our society.
Reflecting on the Gomonshu’s
articulation of BCA’s purpose,
namely, a peaceful society in
which everyone can live life to
its fullest, I believe this is the
right path forward.

In one article, I wondered
whether many of our temples
have grown a little too inward-
ly oriented. Wouldn’t BCA
temples benefit from being
infected a bit by the religious
and global spirit of new Bud-
dhist groups engaged in issues
of social consciousness?

Rev. Dr. David Matsumo-
to, President of the Institute
of Buddhist Studies, explains
that such groups “... place the
Dharma and its impact upon
the lives and hearts of persons
in the world at the forefront of
their religious concerns.”

The EBL conference in
Minnesota offered both an
intellectual and physical em-
brace of social engagement. It
was exciting.

Rev. Earl Ikeda, resident
minister of New York Buddhist
Church, ecloquently described

Jodo Shinshu as our “hidden
treasure.” I unearthed bits of
that treasure in Minneapolis.

On the evening of Oct. 11,
I attended a riveting program
described as “an intra-Buddhist
Dialogue” with speakers from
different schools of Buddhism.
A leader of the Minnesota Zen
Meditation Center, Donen
Ted O’Toole, captured my
attention when he movingly
described his religious experi-
ence as a search for the human
heart. I've heard some Shin
Buddhists describe our Primal
Vow in that way. He also
suggested that it was the duty
of Buddhists from every dis-
cipline to stretch themselves,
emotionally and intellectually,
to join the crusade for a more
peaceful society.

The next morning, Rev.
Matt Hamasaki, resident min-
ister of the Buddhist Church
of Sacramento, gave a keynote
speech about the direct link
between awakening compas-
sion and taking action in our
communities.

I’ve heard Rev. Hamasaki
provide Dharma talks several
times and have always found
his presentations compelling.
The conference heard from

During the Eastern Buddhist League Conference, more than 45 people learned
how to properly pack and tag food to be shipped to feed hungry children on Oct.
12 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Shown, clockwise from left, are: Cynthia Mee
(Midwest Buddhist Temple); Jeanne Toguri (Midwest Buddhist Temple); Arlene
Suekama (Midwest Buddhist Temple); Susan Jacques (Seabrook); and Joy
Aso (Ekoji), Missing but also part of “The Labeling Team” were BCA President
Rick Stambul and Kiku Taura (Midwest Buddhist Temple). (Courtesy of Rick

Stambul)

another speaker that day, but
it was the afternoon journey
to work for the nonprofit or-
ganization, Feed My Starving
Children, that was so inspir-
ing.
Feed My Starving Children
packs and ships food to feed
needy children in 70 countries
worldwide.

On that afternoon of Oct.
12, more than 45 of us learned
how to properly pack and tag

food to be shipped to feed
hungry children. The photo
accompanying this column
shows just one of the groups
of volunteer workers that was
dubbed The Labelling Team.”
I was part of that volunteer
group. We pasted date labels
to each package into which a
carefully prepared protein and
vitamin enriched rice formula

Continued on Page 6

Dinuba Buddhist Church,

The Dinuba Buddhist Church, which began in 1924, held its final service Nov. 2
with a special ceremony. The service and ceremony was officiated by Rev. Marvin
Harada, Executive Assistant to the Bishop, on behalf of Bishop Rev. Kodo Umezu,
an Rev. Kakei Nakagawa and Rev. Kazuaki Nakata of the Central California
District. In the above photo, attendees pose for a group photo inside the church.
The church’s exterior is shown in the other photo. (Courtesy of Rev. Kazuaki
Nakata and Rev. Marvin Harada)

Which Began in

By Rev. Marvin Harada
Executive Assistant to the Bishop

The Dinuba Buddhist
Church, which began in
1924 as a branch of the Fres-
no Buddhist Church, held its
final service Nov. 2 with a
special ceremony.

The service and ceremony
was officiated by Rev. Marvin
Harada, Executive Assistant

to the Bishop, on behalf of

Bishop Rev. Kodo Umezu,
and Rev. Kakei Nakagawa

and Rev. Kazuaki Nakata of

the Central California Dis-
trict. The event was attended
by about 50 people.

They were assisted by
Minister’s Assistants Rev.
Midori Nakagawa of Fresno,
Revs. Yuki and Toshi Mori
of Parlier, and Rev. Karen
Mukai of Fowler. Serving
as chairperson for the service
was Lyle Ogata, president

of the Dinuba Buddhist
Church.
Rev. Midori Nakagawa

began the service by reading

the temple’s Eitaikyo list of

past, deceased members, and
also included in the service
were the Shotsuki Hoyo
names for the months of Sep-
tember, October, November
and December. Incense
offering was given by all the
Central California District
temples.

1924, Holds Final Service

Rev. Harada gave the
Dharma message in which
he shared how on one hand,
the church was closing. But,
he pointed out that members
who grew up at the Dinuba
Buddhist Church have gone
on to other BCA churches
and temples and have con-
tinued to make vital contri-
butions through their active
participation.

He cited one member in
particular — Orange County
Buddhist Church Sangha
member Teri Yamamoto
Tanimoto. She was married
to Dick Tanimoto at the
Dinuba church.

She shared with Rev. Ha-
rada her memories of grow-
ing up at the Dinuba church
and how on her wedding
day, the cows in the nearby
pasture all came close to the
church as if to see what was
going on.

Rev. Harada
edged the many pioneering
and past members who
worked hard to build and
maintain the Dinuba Bud-
dhist Church. Because of
the church’s decreased mem-
bership, it was impossible to

acknowl-

continue the activities at the
church.

The Dinuba Buddhist
Church was established in

1924 as Bukkyo Shuyokai,
a branch of the Fresno Bud-
dhist Church, according to

the book “Buddhist Church-
es of America: A Legacy of
the First 100 Years.”

Members first met at
several homes, and then the
Bukkyo Shuyokai purchased
and remodeled a garage on
South N Street in 1927.
Later that year, the building
was dedicated as the Dinuba
Buddhist Church, the book
stated.

During World War II,
the church closed because of
the U.S. government’s mass
detention of Japanese Amer-
icans.The church, like many
BCA churches and temples,
served as a hostel for families
returning from the intern-
ment camps in 1945-46.

According to the book,
the majority of the church’s
Sangha members were sent to
Poston camp III in Arizona.

In 1946, the church re-
opened for service with Rev.
Zesei Kawasaki.

In 1957, the American
Legion Hall and three acres
of property at 655 South
Alta Ave. was purchased. In
July 1963, a groundbreak-
ing ceremony was held and
the church building was
dedicated on Nov. 8, 1964,
according to the book.

Following the special ser-
vice, a luncheon was held for
the attendees to share mem-
ories and thoughts of the
Dinuba Buddhist Church.
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Arigato Obaachan (Thank You Grandmother)

Campaign Donors, Honorees

The Buddhist Churches of
America Federation of Buddhist
Women’s Associations (FBWA)
received special donations in sup-
port of the 16th World Buddhist
Women’s Convention, which was
held from Aug. 30 to Sept. 1 in
San Francisco.

The Arigato Obaachan (Thank
You Grandmother) Campaign will
continue through the remainder
of the year.

The names below represent
women being recognized and hon-
ored for their sacrifice, hard work,

dedication, generosity, pursuit of
the Buddha-Dharma, and help in
the propagation of Jodo Shinshu
Buddhism.

In recognizing your Obaachan,
mother, aunt, sister, or group of
women, you are also honoring
them for the very special role they
have played in your life.

To donate and honor the spe-
cial women in your life, please go
to the wbwconvention.org web-
site and click on the “Donation”
button to download the form.

For information or questions,

please contact Terrie Masuda at
terriemasuda@wbwconvention.
org.

Donors are listed first, fol-
lowed by the honoree’s name(s)
in bold print. Thank you to all of
the donors, and Arigato Obaachan
and all honorees!

December 2019 Wheel of
Dharma Arigato Obaachan Do-
nors & Honorees

Maya Murashima & Paul
Yonemura - Sumiko Murashi-
ma, Toshiko Yonemura, Mitsue
Kamikawa Hurlbert

Thank You for Supporting BCA Programs

As 2019 comes to a close, we
want to thank our members and
friends for their generous contribu-
tions to BCA programs throughout

the year.
Dana  Program  donations
received until Jan. 31 will be

budgeted directly into Buddhist
Education programs for 2020.
This  includes Center for
Buddhist Education initiatives to
connect temples through member
events and seminars, new digital
communications being developed

for public outreach, and ministeri-
al training programs.

The Social Welfare Fund re-
cently sent out its annual giving
notice, and recent disasters remind
us that humanitarian needs will
continue.

Your dana has assisted relief
efforts in Japan, Hawaii, and the
Bahamas, with the fund now ac-
cepting applications for 2020.

Finally, we thank donors for
their continued support of the Jodo
Shinshu Center. As home of the

Institute of Buddhist Studies and
a growing campus of scholarship,
the JSC remains a shining example
of the generosity and vision of our
donors.

In appreciation for the influence
of the Shin Buddhist teachings on
our lives, members continue to
provide for our future, and we are
grateful to have your support.

To learn more about BCA giv-
ing programs or to donate today,
please visit buddhistchurchesofam-
erica.org/donate.

Giving to IBS at Workplace Is

The Institute of Buddhist
Studies had a momentous year in
2019.

Ten IBS ministerial students
went to Japan, completed inten-
sive training, and received their
Tokudo (initial ordination).

They returned to the United
States and continue to serve their
sanghas as Jodo Shinshu Buddhist
priests.

This is one of the largest
groups to go for ordination from
America, and enrollment in our
Shin Buddhist certificate program
has been increasing.

It is now easier than ever to
donate to the IBS through your
company’s corporate matching
gift program to the IBS Annual
Giving Program.

Corporate matching gifts do
just that: You pledge a donation
to a nonprofit of your choice,
and your company matches the
donation, with no additional cost
to you.

The IRS recently approved IBS
as an NTEE Code B50 nonprofit,
under the category: Education
Graduate, Professional School.

Most corporate matching pro-

Easy, Simple

grams allow giving to nonprofit
educational institutions, so check
with  your Human Resources
(HR) contact to confirm how gift
matching can work for you.

The IBS owes a debt of grat-
itude to all the individuals who
have given so much to date. Any
gift — no matter the amount —
helps the IBS achieve its educa-
tional mission.

For more information, contact
Rev. Dr. Seigen Yamaoka, Vice
President of Development at IBS,
at s.yamaoka@shin-ibs.edu or

510-809-1447.

Bishop’s Message

Continued from Page 2

tion (SHARE) program.

Through this new office,
Hongwanji hopes to continue its
international propagation of Jodo
Shinshu.

This event coincided with the
120th anniversary date of the
BCA’s founding.

The BCA was established be-
cause Japanese immigrants in the
United States requested it. Now,
people throughout the world
are calling for the teachings of
Jodo Shinshu Buddhism founder
Shinran Shonin. Responding to
their call, the Jodo Shinshu Inter-
national Office was established. I
hope that this organization will
be able to successfully share the
Nembutsu teaching to more peo-
ple throughout the world.

The fourth event was the first
official visit of the current Go-
monshu, Monshu Kojun Ohtani,
to the BCA. And it was his initial
tour of BCA temples and church-

€s.

After the World Convention
in San Francisco, he and his en-
tourage extended their stay to visit
16 churches and temples. Among
the stops on the tour was the Los
Angeles Hompa Hongwanji, also
known as the Los Angeles Betsuin,
which celebrated the temple’s 50th
anniversary at its current site.

I accompanied him on the tour
and was able to visit the BCA
churches and temples. This visit
opened my eyes. At each place,
the minister shared what they
are doing for their members and
communities.

The Gomonshu and I were
so impressed and amazed by the
number of activities and programs
that are being offered at all of
our churches and temples. Our
churches and temples are living ex-
amples of the Buddha’s activities.
I would like to express my deepest
respect to all of our ministers and
leaders for their commitment and
dedication.

The last event was not an offi-
cial BCA event. However, it is still
noteworthy.

It was the personal visitation of

the Zen-mon and Zen-O-Urakata
(the former Gomonshu and his
wife, O-urakata) to Canada and
the United States in October. It
was their sincere wish and desire
to meet with our retired ministers
and their spouses so that they can
express their appreciation to their
lifetime dedication of sharing the
Nembutsu Dharma.

Throughout the year, I got the
feeling that we are not here by
ourselves.

We are here with people in
the past as well as with everyone
currently living throughout the
world. The Infinite World, which
is surrounding all of us, is con-
stantly sending a warm message to
each and everyone of us — We are
always being thought of by others.

Let us pause for a moment to
reflect on our lives and realize that
we are part of this Infinite Life.
I would like to again thank each
and everyone of you for your sup-
port and dedication throughout
the year. May the New Year be a
wonderful one under the guiding
light of Amida Buddha. Namo
Amida Butsu.

Rev. Harada

Continued from Page 2

destination. The goal is the journey. That is why
a person can dramatically change the situation of
their life, even overnight.

It all depends on our perspective in life. A life of
misery can turn into a life of meaning and fulfill-
ment. A life of greed, anger and ignorance can be
transformed into a life of wisdom and compassion.
A life of self-pity, jealousy, and envy can turn into
a life of philanthropy, generosity and kindness. A
life in which we never get any breaks can become
a life in which life itself is our biggest break, our
biggest gift.

So how do we make that change? How do we
unlock the key to a life of happiness?

First, we have to see that for our entire life, we
have been looking at the world from a self-centered
perspective, a “filtered” perspective, a view of life
from the ego self. Life viewed from the ego self
always falls short. There is never enough money or
material happiness in the life of the ego self. Bud-
dhism first points to our mistaken view of our ego
self as not only a hindrance to a life of happiness,
but it is the main source of the problem. It is the
problem.

Naturally we react to such a teaching defensive-
ly. “Naw, I can’t be the cause of my problems. My
problems are because of other people. It’s because
of my boss, or my irritating neighbor, or this or
that, ad nauseam.”

We might come to accept some responsibilities
for our problems. “Well, maybe sometimes I am
the one who is wrong.” “Maybe sometimes I am
the one who is self-centered, but not all the time.”
We can easily point out someone in our life who is
selfish all the time. “What about that guy,” our ego
self asserts. But even there, Buddhism challenges us
to look within even deeper.

We then come back to ourselves, the one and
only culprit, the source of our suffering and misery.
Not anyone else. Not anything else. Just us. Just
me.

But if we can come to accept that we are the
culprit, we are the problem, then our transfor-
mation begins. Now we open ourselves up to the
teachings. We open ourselves up to truly listening
and learning. The more we listen and learn, the
more we want to listen and learn. We begin to soak
up the Dharma like a sponge, and then we realize
that we are the sponge submerged in the water of
the Dharma.

From our listening and learning, an inner hap-
piness begins to emerge.

Every insight, every realization, every little
“aha” moment brings an inner sense of happiness
and fulfillment that far exceeds any happiness we
used to know from external things. We find that
the inner happiness is more lasting, more consis-
tent in our life. It doesn’t just come and go like a
flash in the pan. It stays with us in our hearts and
minds. It builds. It grows. Eventually, it becomes
fathomless.

Namuamidabutsu.

WINTER PACIFIC SEMINAR - 21ST CENTURY

“Fushidan Sekkyo”’

DHARMA TALKS & STORY-TELLING IN JODO SHINSHU

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: In Japan, Jodo Shinshi priests often
Dr. Mark Blum delivered Dharma messages in the form of
& 'Y fushidan sekkys, which featured musical,
. ] often comical, forms of story-tefling. Dr.
| Mark Bl will discuss this style of preaching
and explain how, [ike rakugo (“fallen

words"), a similar form g nese r-
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ment of East Asian Languages and Cultures at the University
of Califorrda, Barkeley. He s the authos of The Origins and
Development of Pure Land Buddhism (200), co-editor of Ren-
nyo and the Roots of Modern Japanese Buddhism (2006) and
Cultivating Spirituality: o modern Shin Buddhist enthology
{20m) and author of other works, He bs cumently working on
campleting Think Busfdha, Say Buddha: a history of nenbutsu
thought, proctice and culture,

mance art, it is gaining in popularity today.
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Kashiwagi

Continued from Front Page

long felt the sting of racism —
and as a result, became one of
the “No-No Boys” in camp.

In his later years, Kashi-
wagi became a living symbol
of wartime resistance who
spoke out frequently about the
injustice of the mass detention
of Japanese Americans during
World War II.

“To me, Hiroshi Kashiwagi
was the epitome of the ‘quiet’
Nisei who faced challenges that
we Sansei cannot imagine, but
met them with dignity,” said
Rev. Ronald Kobata of the
Buddhist Church of San Fran-
cisco in an email statement.
“He, however, was unique
in his ability and creativity
to express his thoughts and
convictions with insightful
penetrating words and speech.
I can recall from his farewell
remarks at the last service he
and (wife) Sadako attended
before moving to Berkeley,
‘Live the Nembutsu.” He was
a living treasure of the BCSF
community.”

Kashiwagi’s many talents
and contributions were
acknowledged far and wide
— including a recognition by
U.S. President Barack Obama
and First Lady Michelle
Obama. The Obamas invited
Kashiwagi to participate in
“An Evening of Poetry &
Prose” in 2011.

Kashiwagi was born in a
boarding house on Nov. 8,
1922, in Sacramento, Calif.,
and grew up in the small rural
town of Loomis in California’s
Placer County, where his
parents ran a fish market and
made fresh tofu.

During his senior year in
high school, his father brought
him to Los Angeles, where
he enrolled at Dorsey High
School, according to the Rafu
Shimpo. Soon after graduating
from Dorsey High, Kashiwagi,

his mother and two siblings
were sent to the mass detention
center in Tule Lake. His father
never entered camp — he was
hospitalized with tuberculosis.

In 1943, the

government asked all male and

February

female internees 17 years and
older to answer a “loyalty ques-
tionnaire.” The questionnaire
was a joint order by the U.S.
Army and the War Relocation
Authority (WRA) to help the
Army recruit volunteers and
the WRA, which sought to
begin the process of moving
the detainees out of camp.

The key questions were
No. 27 and No. 28.

Question No. 27 asked:
“Are you willing to serve
in the armed forces of the
United States on combat duty
wherever ordered?” Question
No. 28 asked: “Will you swear
unqualified allegiance to the
United States of America and
faithfully defend the United
States from any or all attack
by foreign and domestic forc-
es, and forswear any form of
allegiance or obedience to the
Japanese Emperor, to any oth-
er foreign government, power
or organization?

“My position this
— why was I, an American
citizen, thrown into prison,
without cause, without due
process?” Kashiwagi wrote in
his 2005 book, “Swimming in
the American: A Memoir and
Selected Writings.”

“Why were they ques-
tioning my loyalty? 1 was an
American, a loyal American.
If they restored my status as a
rightful citizen, let me go free,
out of this prison, I would do
anything required of me. Why
should I answer the ambigu-
ous questions? I would follow
my conscience and refuse to
register,” he continued.

Those like Kashiwagi who
refused to answer the loyal
questionnaire became known

as the “No-No Boys” in camp.

was

2020 Temple Leadership Workshop
Cultivating Dharma-Centered Leadership

January 31 - February 2, 2020

Jodo Shinshu Center
2140 Durant Ave. Berkeley, CA

How does a strong Buddhist education program

ensure the temple’s well-being?

+ Interactive dharma sessions on Jodo Shinshu

basics & BCA history

+ Presentations on communications, technology,

outreach & more

+ Share successes/challenges, and ways to help each other

TEMPLES ARE INVITED TO SEND ONE TO TWO
BOARD MEMBERS OR TEMPLE LEADERS
OPEN TO ALL BCA TEMPLES, CHURCHES,AND SANGHAS

REGISTRATION: $75
Due by: January 17, 2020

Register online from 12/8

Rooms at JSC

Please contact JSC Assistant Facility Manager:
Miles Hamada at mhamada@bcahq.org
or (510) 809-1402

Presented by BCA Center for Buddhist Education
2140 Durant Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94704
Contact: che@bcahg.org or phone: (510) 809-1460
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The staff of the BCA’s The American Buddhist is shown in this undated
photograph. Shown, from left, are: Editor Hiroshi Kashiwagi, Yukio Sugimoto,
Robert Jackson, Elson Snow and Rev. Dr. Taitetsu Unno. (Courtesy of Berkeley

Buddhist Temple)

They renounced their U.S.
citizenship — but Kashiwagi
and his family remained in
Tule Lake.

His citizenship was re-
stored — but not until 1959,
with the help of American
Civil Liberties Union attorney
Wayne Collins.

After his release from Tule
Lake in 1946, Kashiwagi re-
turned to Loomis and worked
two years as a farm laborer
before returning to Los Ange-
les. He enrolled at Los Angeles
City College as an English
major.

In 1949, he wrote his first
play for the Nisei Experimen-
tal Group, a theater group that
he co-founded with Hirotaka
Okubo.

In 1952, Kashiwagi grad-
uated from the University of
California at Los Angeles with
a bachelor’s degree in Oriental
languages, and soon after,
enrolled at UC Berkeley as an
art history graduate student
while pursuing his dream of
becoming an actor.

His 1954 play, “Laughter
and False Teeth,” was report-
edly the first produced play
set in the Japanese American
concentration camps, accord-
ing to an article in the Nichi
Bei Weekly.

In 1957, he married Sadako
Nimura at the Berkeley Bud-
dhist Temple and the couple
had three sons, Toshihiro, Soji
and Hiroshi.

Kashiwagi wrote several
plays for the Berkeley Bud-
dhist Temple. One of the plays
he wrote at the request of Jane
Imamura, the dynamic wife
of Rev. Kanmo Imamura, was
titled “Kisa Gotami,” a retell-
ing of the Buddhist Jataka tale
“The Parable of the Mustard
Seed.” It was presented at the
temple in July 1956.

“The most notable thing
about the play is that it marked
the beginning of George
Takei’s acting career when he
played the part of the Buddha
in the original production,”
Kashiwagi wrote in his book,

“Shoe Box Plays.” At the time,
Takei was a student at UC
Berkeley and attended services
at the Berkeley Buddhist Tem-
ple.

“George, of course, is most
famous as Sulu in the televi-
sion series ‘Star Trek.” Soon
after doing ‘Kisa Gotami,’
I remember George coming
to me and he asked me what
I thought of his decision to
transfer to UCLA to study
acting,” Kashiwagi  wrote.
“Whatever I told George, I'm
glad it did not deter him from
becoming an accomplished
actor with an illustrious career
in Hollywood.”

It was also during chis
period that Kashiwagi worked
at the BCA headquarters in
San Francisco as a translator,
interpreter and English secre-
tary, according to an article in
the Nichi Bei Weekly.

Kashiwagi was the editor
of the BCA’s The American
Buddhist from 1957 to 1967,
writing articles, poems and
short prose. The American
Buddhist was a monthly pub-
lication that ran for 18 years.

“Let us look back to the
history of publication of “The
American Buddhist’
what took place so that we can
understand the beginning of
the news media,” Rev. Shoko
Masunaga wrote in The Amer-
ican Buddhist’s final issue on
March 1, 1974.

“This publication was the
brainchild of Mr. Hiroshi
Kashiwagi, then the Executive
Secretary of the Buddhist
Churches of America, and
being with  the
working of the headquarters,
became the first editor of the
publication,” Rev. Masunaga
continued. “The first volume
and number one became his-

and see

involved

tory and he was to be assisted
by Bishop Enryo Shigefuji and
Reverend Kenryo Kumata as
advisors.”

In 1974, the BCA decided
to combine three publications
— Jiho in Japanese, the BCA
Newsletter and The American

Buddhist — into one official
BCA publication called the
Wheel of Dharma.

In 1966, Kashiwagi was
hired by the San Francisco
Public Library, becoming one
of the few minority librarians
employed in that system.
When he was at the Western
Addition Branch, San
Francisco’s Japantown, he
began what is now considered
the largest Japanese-language
book collection on the West
Coast, according to the Nichi
Bei Weekly.

Heretiredin 1987.1In2010,
Kashiwagi was recognized for
his efforts as a librarian by the
San Francisco Public Library
Commission with a plaque at
the Western Addition Branch.

During the 1980s redress
movement, Kashiwagi testi-
fied before the Commission
on Wartime Relocation and
Internment of Civilians in
San Francisco in 1981. The
commission hearings led to an
official government apology
to Japanese Americans and
$20,000 redress payments
to each surviving internee in
1988.

When the younger gen-
eration started organizing
pilgrimages to the former Tule
Lake camp site, Kashiwagi was
among the early Nisei to agree
to return. Kashiwagi and his
wife were fixtures at the Tule
Lake Pilgrimage, where he
gave numerous readings of his
poetry and was recognized as
the unofficial poet laureate of
Tule Lake.

“Hiroshi was respected
as one of the first Japanese
American survivors to speak
out against the injustice of the
loyalty questionnaire and seg-
regation, and he was resolute
in his effort to prevent a mass
incarceration from happening
again,” the Tule Lake Com-
mittee wrote in an email to the
Nichi Bei Weekly.

At the age of 64, Kashiwagi
revived his acting career when
he co-starred with Nobu
McCarthy in the play “The
Wash” by Philip Kan Gotanda
at the Eureka Theater in San
Francisco, according to the
Nichi Bei Weekly. He also
performed in productions of
the Asian American Theater
Company in San Francisco.

He went on to appear in
numerous other theater and
movie productions, including
“Black Rain,” directed by
Ridley Scott; “Hot Summer
Winds” and “Rabbit in the
Moon,” directed by Emiko
Omori; “Hito Hata: Raise the
Banner” by Visual Commu-
nications; and “Resistance at
Tule Lake” by Konrad Aderer.

His recent film credits
have included “The Virtues of
Corned Beef Hash,”“Infinity
and Chashu Ramen” and “Ki-
kan: The Homecoming,” all
directed by Kerwin Berk.

Kashiwagi is survived by
his wife, Sadako; three sons,
Toshihiro, Soji, Hiroshi; and
many nieces and nephews.

A memorial service was
held Nov. 23 at the Buddhist

Church of San Francisco.

near
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JSIO
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By reinforcing cooperation
between the Jodo Shinshu Hong-
wanji-ha and the overseas districts
and subdistricts, the JSIO will
strive to nurture active Nembutsu
practitioners, including Kaikyoshi
ministers and lay members, in var-
ious parts of the world, the news
release said. The JSIO will also
aim to provide people who have
no connection to Jodo Shinshu
Buddhism with opportunities to
encounter the Nembutsu teaching
and deepen their understanding
of Buddhism.

“The JSIO further strives to
contribute to the establishment of
a society where people live a life
of compassion together with oth-
ers, based on the values of Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism, by developing
propagation methods and trans-
mitting the Jodo Shinshu teaching
to the world,” the release stated.

With that worldwide goal
in mind, the JSIO will develop
new and existing programs for
English-language regions, includ-
ing the United States, Canada,
Hawaii and Europe.

In the future, the JSIO will
develop programs in languages
other than in English.

The office, based on a 10-year
and 20-year visionary plan, will
develop Buddhist leaders who
can further spread the teaching
of Buddhism and Jodo Shinshu
around the world.

In addition to IMOP, the JSIO
will also plan and coordinate
training programs for non-Japa-
nese ministerial candidates and
Kaikyoshi ministers, in cooper-
ation with the English language

Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara, the office manager of the newly established Jodo Shinshu
International Office at BCA Headquarters in San Francisco, is shown at left in the office
with Rev. Anan Hatanaka. (Courtesy of Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara).

overseas districts and the Institute
of Buddhist Studies (IBS). These
programs cover doctrine, rituals
and practical matters, including
trainings for the Tokudo ordina-
tion and the Kyoshi certification.

The JSIO will also further
develop the Jodo Shinshu Cor-
respondence Course so it will be
able to increase the number of
students. The JSIO will encour-
age activities by the graduates
and support the establishment of
sangha groups in various areas.

In other matters, the JSIO
will:

Create materials to min-
isters and assistants for study
of the doctrine and practical
applications (propagation,
rituals, social activities, etc.);
- Publish a quarterly journal to
spread the values of Buddhism
and Jodo Shinshu within the

English-language regions;

Create a website to share the
voices of people in the world who
appreciate the Nembutsu teaching
and to introduce Jodo Shinshu
Buddhism with an emphasis on
the teaching; and

Publish and distribute existing
materials in English, the trans-
lation of Japanese materials into
English, and the digitalization of
out-of-print books.

The JSIO will be formed as a
U.S. nonprofit with a strong sys-
tem of cooperation from the Jodo
Shinshu Hongwanji-ha (Board of
Governors and the International
Department of Temple Affairs).
A board of directors will be
formed as the executive body. An
administrative office will run the
business. An advisory committee
will be formed to provide input
and advice on discussion items.

Rev. Nakagawa

Continued from Page 2

under the context of theological
substance theory. Many of these
theological translations have be-
come a foundation of translations
in America of Japanese Buddhism
as well.

In the series of translations
currently being done in the Cen-
tral California District, we seek to
rectify these historical aberrations
to the original message of Mahaya-
na Buddhism and clarify our
founder Shinran Shénin’s message
that has been misinterpreted by
theological substance theory.

Shinran was brilliant: He was
able to identify the Sikyamuni
Buddha’s true message from texts

that had deviated significantly.
The translation that should be
done from now on must shift to
external reality with the times and
clarify how the Dharma has been
adapted, rather than introducing
the later stereotyped Sikyamuni
Buddha or Shinran Shénin.

First, in order to understand
the true meaning of the terms
adopted from Christianity, which
has been neglected so far, and to
grow out of the Christian sub-
stitutes in the American cultural
context, we must do the following;:

Re-examine the descriptions
that have been inherent to dualist
grammars such as Sanskrit and
European languages. The Buddha
knew that language would inher-
ently distort his meaning, and the
main cause is that language is a

human creation filled with human
errors such as the distinction
between subject and object or self
and other.

Review the Christian theologi-
cal research methods that scholars
have applied to Buddhistic inter-
pretation. By understanding what
thinking was applied, we can
reverse the methods to properly
reflect the true meaning of the
texts.

These translations are only a
first step: We hold our own biases
and there immeasurable scriptures
in Mahayana Buddhist tradition.
Hopefully, these interpretations
may act as a foundation from
which new translations of Shin
Buddhist texts free from Chris-
tian symbology and philosophical
interpretation might grow.

President’s Message

Continued from Page 3

would then be packed by our
other BCA worker bees, and then
shipped to Haiti.

The most impressive facts of
the afternoon, in addition to the
camaraderie we all quickly devel-
oped, included the following: We
packed 28,512 meals that will feed
78 children for an entire year. Pretty
impressive.

There were other programs
during the weekend conference:
building an obutsudan, a callig-

raphy project, and a discussion
group. Sunday, Oct. 13, included
an in-depth discussion of wisdom
and compassion that left everyone
experiencing the joy of the weekend.

Deep appreciation should be
offered to those who organized, led,
and inspired the conference. This
includes Buddhist leaders Todd
Tsuchiya, Cheral Tsuchiya, Connie
Tsuchiya, Gail Wong, Shirley
Ochi-Watson and Chiemi Onikura
Bly. My personal thanks to Shirley’s
Dana of not only picking me up
from the airport on the evening of
Oct. 11 but also bringing me the gift
of dinner.

We were all fortunate to be
joined that weekend by: Rev.
Ron Miyamura, Eastern District
Kyokucho and resident minister of
Midwest Buddhist Temple; Rev.
Earl Ikeda, resident minister of
New York Buddhist Church; Rev.
Nariaki Hayashi of Ekoji Buddhist
Temple; Rev. Pacti Nakai of the
Buddhist Temple of Chicago; Rev.
Matt Hamasaki of the Buddhist
Church of Sacramento; and Rev.
Yoshimichi Ouchi of the Toronto
Buddhist Church.

This was what I would call a
Namo Amida Butsu weekend for all
of us.

Kinnara Gagaku

Continued from Front Page

Huey said. “There was pure joyfulness as if we were
villagers in awe of the moon as it rose slowly in the
evening sky. It was pure magic! “

The main portion of the program opened with
“Nasori,” a bugaku dance piece performed by two
dancers in dragon costumes. The piece was introduced
to Japan from Korea in the eighth century Nara period.

This was followed by two Kangen (orchestral)
gagaku pieces: “Keitoku,” originating in the seventh
century Tang Dynasty, and “Bairo,” a Rinyugaku
piece originating in the ancient Rin-yu kingdom in
Hue, which is now central Vietnam. The evening
closed with “Engiraku,” a bugaku dance originating
in the time of Imperial Prince Shinno in the ninth
century and was performed by four dancers in ancient
military costumes.

Gagaku is widely considered the oldest form of or-
chestral music being performed — and is rarely heard
outside of Japan.

Gagaku can sound ethereal and otherworldly.
Differing from the Western concept of music where
the chords underlie the melody, gagaku is structured
so that chords are draped over the melody. And the
sense of musical time is suspended, leading to a feeling
of timeless existence.

“For me, gagaku is a perfect Buddhist meditative
expression — it just is, or rather, it is just ‘ising,” ” said
Rev. Masao Kodani, the former head minister at Sen-
shin Buddhist Temple who helped to create Kinnara
Gagaku. “It doesn’t come from anywhere, nor does it
go anywhere, it is just forever ‘ising.” That being the
case, it is just about participation and enjoyment.”

Were it not for the accidental discovery in De-
cember 1968 of two ancient gagaku instruments in
the basement of the Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple during its move to its current site at
815 East First St. — Kinnara Gagaku may never have
been created.

At the urging of Rinban Ryuei Masuoka, Rev. Ko-
dani began to explore reviving gagaku into the temple
liturgy.

Coincidentally, Imperial Court musician Suenobu
Togi had recently moved to Los Angeles from Japan
to begin teaching in the newly formed Department
of Ethnomusicology at the University of California at
Los Angeles.

Togi-Sensei, who came from a long line of Imperial
Court musicians in the Japanese emperor’s household
back to ancient times, began teaching gagaku and
bugaku at the Senshin temple.

A few years later, Togi-Sensei was also invited
to teach at the Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS)
in Berkeley by the late Rev. Haruyoshi Kusada, the
founding director of IBS.

In addition to Kinnara Gagaku, the other groups
are at the Berkeley Buddhist Temple (Northern
California Gaguku) and the Seattle Betsuin Buddhist
Temple.

“With this concert, we are fulfilling a longstand-
ing promise made to Togi-Sensei before his passing
that we would continue the tradition of performing
gagaku and bugaku during the autumn full moon,”
Rev. Kodani said. “Tonight, we once again kept that
promise.”

Rev. Masao Kodani, John Mori and Pamela Matsuo-
ka contributed to this article.

After the Nov. 10 special 50th anniversary concert by the
Kinnara Gagaku at Senshin Buddhist Temple in Los Angeles,
attendees point to the full moon that created a dramatic
backdrop to the festivities. (Courtesy of Emily Ushijima)
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| 7 Rev. Harada gave a Dharma message at the Sangha gathering in Texas 7

Rev. Doei Fujii
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