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“No No Girl” is OCBC member Paul Goodman’s award-winning film that explores how generations of Japanese Americans are still
affected by the mass incarceration of their ancestors during World War Il. (Photos courtesy of Paul Goodman)

‘No No Girl’ Is a Double Win for Goodman

OCBC Member
Overcomes Health Issues
to Make Acclaimed Film
on JA WW II Experience

By Dennis Akizuki
Wheel of Dharma Correspondent

Completing two indepen-
dent full-length feature films
by the age of 30 is in itself an
impressive achievement.

But, while Paul Daisuke
Goodman was dealing with
writing scripts, planning scenes
and casting actors, he was also
battling cancer — twice.

The Orange County Bud-
dhist Church member sand-
wiched making “Evergreen” and
“No No Girl” with his cancer
treatments. At one point, Good-
man convinced his doctors to
allow him to begin one round of

Paul Goodman, right, the filmmaker who created “No No Girl,” poses with cast

members Mika Dyo, left, and Academy Award-winning actor Chris Tashima, center, at
a Jan. 28 screening at the San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin.

chemotherapy a little ahead of
schedule and slightly delay the
following round so he could go
on the road for 28 days to shoot

his first movie.
“Just the fact he’s sitting

Continued on Page 9

78th Annual EBL Draws Over 120

By Tammy Wetzel
Seabrook Buddhist Temple

Over 120 members of the
Eastern District participated in
the 78th annual Eastern Bud-
dhist League conference on Feb.
11, a virtual event that was truly
a cross-country event of sharing,
fellowship and the Dharma.

This year’s theme was “Nem-
butsu as Living” and featured
guest speaker Rev. Kurt Rye
of Ekoji Buddhist Temple and
keynote speaker, Rev. Dr. David
Matsumoto, president of the
Institute of Buddhist Studies
(IBS).

The pandemic forced chang-

The 78th annual Eastern Buddhist League conference was held Feb. 11 as a virtual

event. (Courtesy of Rev. Todd Tsuchiya)

es in how our various temples
conduct activities. How events
and services are conducted has

been a primary rtarget. But,

Continued on Page 4

Watsonville Kicks
Off Flood Relief Fund

GoFundMe Goal Is $50,000 to Rebuild,
Repair and Clean Damage to Temple

By Jon Kawamoto
Wheel of Dharma Editor

The Watsonville Buddhist Temple, which was hit
hard by flooding caused by January’s relentless series of
rainy weather and storms, has established a GoFundMe
drive to repair the damage.

The temple has set a goal of raising $50,000 to cover
the rising expenses to rebuild, repair and clean the tem-
ple.

Watsonville temple past President Perry Yoshida, who
established the fund, said the account will help pay for

Continued on Page 8

Rev. Tetsunen Hirota
Passes Away at 94

He Served Over 40 Years as BCA Minister,
and Nearly 20 Years at Pasadena Temple

By Jon Kawamoto
Wheel of Dharma Editor

BCA Minister Emeritus Rev.
Tetsunen Hirota, the son of a BCA
minister who himself served more
than 40 years at a variety of temples
— most notably at the Pasadena
Buddhist Temple — passed away on
March 6 at the age of 94.

Rev. Hirota dedicated his life to
spread the Nembutsu teaching and
was assigned to six different temples

Continued on Page 8

Town Hall Covers
Benefits of Gratitude

Editor’s note: This is the first of a series of articles abour
the Feb. 18 BCA National Council Meeting’s Town Hall
seminar, which led off with the benefits of a life of grati-
tude. This article covers the presentation by Gregg Krech.
Next month’s article will be about the presentation by Rev.
Dr. Takashi Miyaji.

By Jon Kawamoto
Wheel of Dharma Editor

The BCA National Council Meeting kicked off with
a comprehensive, thought-provoking seminar based on
the BCA theme this year — “The Benefits of Following
the Shin Buddhist Path.”

The Feb. 18 seminar featured six speakers, was mod-
erated by BCA Bishop Rev. Marvin Harada, and was in
three sections: The benefits of a life of gratitude; the
benefits of a teaching that embraces all and forsakes
none; and the benefits of being part of a Sangha.

Continued on Page 10
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“‘Yasashii’ and ‘Kibishii’:

In Memory of Rev. Tetsunen Hirota

By Rev. Marvin Harada
Bishop of the BCA

We recently lost one of our
veteran retired ministers, Rev.
Tetsunen Hirota. Allow me to
share my message that I gave
at his funeral.

I have a special connection
to Rev. Hirota, as he served as
a minister at my home temple,
the Idaho-Oregon Buddhist
Temple in Ontario, Oregon.
Rev. Hirota served there when
I was a teenager in my high
school years. My parents were
good friends with the Hirotas,
and had dinner at their home
on many occasions.

After spending five years in
Japan studying Buddhism for
the ministry, I came to have a
real appreciation for the min-

isters who came from Japan to
serve in America. They had to
give sermons in English, leave
their motherland, and work
with both Japanese-speaking
and English-speaking mem-
bers. When I was younger, I

“How did the Issei ministers
do it?”” Giving sermons in
English every Sunday, going
to meetings, talking with
members — “How did they do
it?” I realized that Issei min-
isters, like Rev. Hirota, even

gave a sermon in Japanese as a
guest speaker that I have never

forgotten.
Sensei talked about these
two terms in Japanese — “ya-

sashii” and “kibishii.” They

are contrasting terms. “Yasa-

Sensei said that Shinran Shonin was a person who was “yasashii,” or gentle
and easy on others, but was very “kibishii,” harsh or strict on himself. Sensei
also explained that we are the opposite. We are harsh on others, but we are
easy on ourselves. We are quick to criticize others, to blame others, especially

when things go wrong, but when it comes to ourselves, we think, “It wasn’t
my fault. I didn’t do anything wrong. It was that person’s fault.” Shinran
Shonin, however, was most critical of himself. His writings are a reflection

of his deep self-introspection and self-reflection.

was more critical of the broken
English of the ministers from
Japan.

But after I went to Japan to
study for the ministry, I had a
new appreciation for our Issei
ministers and ministers who
came from Japan. I could not
read Japanese, write Japanese,
or speak Japanese. I felt like
a complete idiot. In my first
two years in Japan, I was ba-
sically totally lost. I thought,

with their broken English,
had a much higher command
of English than I had of the
Japanese language.

I have no memories of
Sensei’s sermons in Japanese
when I was growing up be-
cause I didn’t understand Jap-
anese at all when I was young,
but after studying in Japan,
and becoming a minister at
Orange County Buddhist
Church, Rev. Hirota once

shii” means to be gentle or to
be lenient. “Kibishii” is the
opposite. It means to be stern,
to be tough, to be harsh. For
example, growing up, maybe
your mother was more lenient
on you, but your father was
more strict or tough. Or,
maybe it was the other way
around. Maybe mom was
more “kibishii” and dad was

Continued on Page 4

‘Kyogyoshinsho’

and ‘Zaijarin’

Celebrating the 800th Year of Jodo Shinshu

By Rev. Dr. Mutsumi Wondra
Orange County Buddhist Church

May’s special service in
Kyoto to celebrate the 850th
birthday of Shinran Shonin
and the 800th year of the es-
tablishment of Jodo Shinshu
is an appropriate time to pon-
der Shinran’s real intention
to have completed his opus
magnum “‘Ken-jodo-shinjit-
su-ky6-gy6-shé-monrui”
BRF T ERHBATAEXHE]D ,
for short, the “Kyogyoshin-
sho” THATIEEE] .

It is said that Shinran
had completed the draft of
this writing in 1224, which
marked the establishment of
Jodo Shinshu, called Shin
Buddhism in the West.

The torch of Shin Buddhist
Dharma has been carried out
to the current 25th Sennyo
Gomonshu-sama, sharing the
Amida Buddha’s universal
soteriology  that  equally
embraces all people without

forsaking anyone.

Next year, the BCA will
celebrate its 125th anniversa-
ry since the teaching arrived
in San Francisco in 1899.
Shinran Shonin would be
surprised if he were alive now
to see his teaching flourishing
all over the world.

Of all the religious currents
in Kamakura Buddhism, the
Pure Land movement was the
most pervasive. The period
is known for the emergence
of local samurai and warriors
who formed feudalism in
Japan. There were continued
political unrest and many
natural disasters that made
ordinary people fear for their
future, and become eager to
be born in the land of peace
and bliss afterlife.

Within that movement,
Honen (1133-1212) stood
as Pure Land’s foremost
advocate. Honen  himself
withdrew from Mount Hiei
in 1175. Honen was 40 years
older than Shinran, and both
of them were nurtured for
many years in the Tendai
interpretation of Pure Land
and with the “Ojéyésha”
(“The Essentials of Rebirth
in the Pure Land”) that was
the Pure Land handbook
written by the Tendai priest
Genshin. Tendai’s interpreta-
tion integrated the aspiration
to be born in the Amida’s

Pure Land with Mount Hiei’s
concept of personal religious
development.

Hoénen interpreted the
Nembutsu in a much broader
context that the traditional
schools, called Nara Bud-
dhism did, and at his deepest
level of conviction that he
embraced the Land
teaching to be the exclusion
of the traditional path of
religious exertion.

Hénen’s Pure Land teach-
ing became very popular
because of its simplicity to
solely recite the Amida’s name
to be born in the Pure Land.

Shinran was one of those
who appreciated the teaching.
Hoénen summed up this con-
viction in the “Senjaku-hon-
gan-nembutsusha” [BEEN
AFEZILE] (“Passages on
the Nembutsu Selected in the
Primal Vow”), composed in
1198.

Shinran first visited Honen
at his Yoshimizu school after
having the revelation in a
dream at the Rokkaku temple
during dawn of the 95th day of
his 100-day visitation. Honen

Pure

was then close to 70 years of
age. His full figure and face
seemed perfectly matched to
his mellow personality. Shin-
ran probably could not help
but feel that Master Hénen
was the very embodiment of
Amida Buddha’s mind and
heart. Shinran visited Hoénen
day after day to hear the
Amida Buddha’s teaching and
the way to emancipate from
the cycle of birth and death
in this life.

Regardless of the evil
acts we have committed as
non-enlightened beings, if
we respect the Buddha from
the bottom of our hearts and
recite the Amida Buddha’s
name with total trust in the
Buddha’s Vow to enlighten
all sentient beings, we will be
born in that Buddha’s realm.
It guarantees that even the
most ignorant, even those
who commit the greatest
evil, will be liberated. That’s
why it is referred to as the
“easy path.” Honen’s simple
teaching touched Shinran’s

Continued on Page 6

Ministerial Assignment

Rev. Diana Thompson returned to the BCA ministry and
was assigned on a part-time basis to the Tri State/Denver Bud-
dhist Temple, effective Feb. 15, 2023.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

[EEEESErEEE
Experience the Benefits of a Larger Sangha Beyond the Temple Level

A‘ | L %\k

By Terri Omori
BCA President

I hope you all enjoyed a
wonderful Hanamatsuri by
taking the opportunity to
listen to the Dharma, enjoy-
ing the beautifully decorated
Hanamido, pouring sweet tea
over the statue of the infant
Buddha and participating
in special activities at your
respective temple/church.

In Southern California,
the rain began to subside,
replaced by partly cloudy blue
skies. At my Vista temple, it
was wonderful, once again, to

experience the familiar hustle
and bustle as the Sangha
prepared in bringing back the
Hanamatsuri Festival.

It was inspiring to see the
young — and young at heart
— working together, as well
as sharing another avenue of
our Shin Buddhist practice
to newer members, and to
express gratitude for being
able to receive the Dharma
in a beautiful temple with
connected efforts to ensure
the temple doors remain open
for all so that they may also
receive our enriching Shin
Buddhist tradition.

In the April Wheel of
Dharma Bishop’s Message,
Rev. Marvin Harada ex-
pressed the benefits of being
part of a Sangha. At the tem-
ple, especially during events
like a festival, the benefits
are definitely apparent. As
Rev. Harada stated, Sangha is
virtually everything.

In May, we will commem-
orate the birth of Shinran
Shonin. Gotan-e services will
be held at our BCA temples

and churches. Some of you
may be attending the joint
celebration of Shinran Sho-
nin’s 850th anniversary of his
birth and 800th anniversary
of the establishment of Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism at Nishi
Hongwanji in Kyoto, Japan.

Convention will take place.
Members of our Federation
Buddhist Women’s League
will be in attendance. I wish
all safe travels and look for-
ward to hearing about their
experiences.

We all have experienced

There are multiple Sangha levels, even
within BCA. At the district level, you can
meet ministers and members from the other
temples .... At the BCA level, there are many
opportunities, including Center for Buddhist
Education webinars and workshops and BCA
Committee programs. I am truly grateful for all
the opportunities I have received to expand my
Sangha connections. I have met amazing people

and have made wonderful friendships.

I am looking forward to
seeing the photos and hearing
the stories from those who
will be attending this auspi-
cious occasion. Following
the joint celebration, the

World Buddhist Women’s

the benefits of being part of
a Sangha at the temple level.
Have you taken the opportu-
nity to experience the benefits
of being part of a greater
Sangha?

There are multiple Sangha

levels, even within BCA. At
the district level, you can
meet ministers and members
from the other temples. Many
of our BCA districts will
hold an annual conference or
activity. The affiliated orga-
nizations also hold seminars
and conferences. From Young
Buddhist  Associations  to
Dharma Schools to Buddhist
Women’s Associations, many
gather and look forward to
seeing one another.

At the BCA level, there
are many opportunities, in-
cluding Center for Buddhist
Education  webinars  and
workshops and BCA Commit-
tee programs.

I am cruly grateful for
all the opportunities I have
received to expand my Sang-
ha connections. I have met
amazing people and have
made wonderful friendships.
If you have not done so yet, I
encourage to do so. If you are
having a similar experience as
I am, then please share your
benefits of being part of a
Sangha with others.

Leroy Morishita Named Interim President of Cal State LA

Former President of Cal State East Bay Has Served on IBS Board of Trustees Since 2008

Leroy Morishita, the Board
of Trustees chair of the Insti-
tute of Buddhist Studies (IBS)
and a longtime member of the
Berkeley Buddhist Temple,
has been named interim presi-
dent of Cal State Los Angeles.

The appointment, an-
nounced March 23, was made
by Interim Chancellor Jolene
Koester of the California State
University (CSU) Office of
the Chancellor. Morishita will
begin the job on July 31, and
will serve until a new presi-
dent is appointed by the CSU
Board of Trustees.

“I am excited to formally

return to the CSU and to be
part of a vibrant, dynamically
diverse and student-centered
university like Cal State LA,”
Morishita said. “I'look forward
to working with the extraordi-
narily rtalented faculty, staff
and administrators to contin-
ue providing transformative
educational opportunities for
Cal State LA’s students.”

Morishita was president of
California State University,
East Bay, in Hayward from
2011 to 2020.

“Dr. Morishita is an
extraordinary leader who,
over a long and distinguished

career, demonstrated  an
unwavering commitment to
inclusive excellence, innova-
tive student-success initiatives
and to educational equity in
all its dimensions,” Koester
said. “His more than 40 years
of experience in leadership
positions across the CSU,
including his highly successful
tenure as president of Cali-
fornia State University, East
Bay, will serve him well in this
role.”

Morishita most recently
served the CSU in a consulting
role, participating in a work-
group formed by Koester to

identify a multi-year strategy
to achieve stable and predict-
able revenues for the CSU.

He earned a bachelor’s
degree in psychology from UC
Berkeley, a master’s degree in
counseling at San Francisco
State University, and a doctor-
ate of education from Harvard
University in administration,
planning and social policy.

Morishita began on the IBS
Board of Trustees in 2008.

Cal State Los Angeles’ cur-
rent president, William Covi-
no, announced his retirement
in August 2022, effective at
the end of July.

Leroy Morishita, Board of Trustees
chair of the IBS and a longtime
member of the Berkeley Buddhist
Temple, is the new interim president
of Cal State Los Angeles. (Courtesy
of Rafu Shimpo)

Reedley Buddhist Church Celebrates Hanamatsuri

The Reedley Buddhist Church held
its Hanamatsuri service on April 2.
Flowers were donated by Kiku Floral,
Reedley Flower Shop, and church
members. In front row, from left,

are: Kimiko Hojilla, Stacy Ramos,
Mireya Hojilla, Ellie Ramos, Reiko
Mukai, Mililani Hojilla, Maya Mukai,
Melanie Mukai, and Chris Mukai.

In second row, seated from left,

are: Amy Naito, Amy Tsuji, Kazuko
Tatami, Ron Nishinaka, Ben Nobuhiro,
Michi Nobuhiro, Sue Kawamoto, and
Kiyo Inn, In third row, from left, are:
Judy Kobayashi, Bob Kobayashi,
Joy Donaldson, Iris Justesen, Lynn
Kurumayji, Vickie Nishida, Leena
Nishida, Koushalya Subramanian,
Larry Nishida, Bodhi Nishida, Scott
Nishida, Naomi Hashimoto, Kliff
Justesen, Lily lkemiya, Nannette
Hashimoto, Nori Hashimoto, Lorraine
Fujitsubo, Phyllis Asanuma, Joann
Heberer, Kathy Nishinaka, Albert
Fujitsubo, and Margo Toyota. In top
row, from left, are: Charlene Okamura,
Mike Naito, Nanette Nakamichi,
Danny Nakamichi, Gary Sakata, Rev.
Kazuaki Nakata, and Karen Sakata.
(Courtesy of Judy Kobayashi)
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Bishop Performs Kieshiki at BBT

T

BCA Bishop Rev. Marvin Harada performed a Kieshiki ceremony at the Berkeley Buddhist Temple on March 19, in which Sangha
members received a Buddhist name. A total of 26 Sangha members received Homyos and the proud parents joined in the celebration
for their children. In the front row, from left, are: Rumi Taylor, Aria Lethridge, Leslie Lethridge, Suzanne Furuya, Koji Glenn-Horstein,
Kiyoshi Glenn-Horstein, Judy Fujimoto, Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara, Hiroto Kuwahara, Zora Uyeda-Hale, Beryl Potter, Takato Kuwahara,
Masa Anoruo, Erin Kagehiro, Lorin Bond, Taka Bond, Aaron Bond, and Rev. Harada. In the back row, from left, are: Tomi Lewis, David
Ushijima, Emilie Ushijima, Devon Akiyama, Maya Murashima-Yonemura, Karen Sugiyama, Paul Yonemura, Carl Wilmsen, Bill Fujimoto,
Tony Hale, Romare Uyeda-Hale, Kieran Taylor, Eight Kuwahara, and Ugo Anoruo. (Courtesy of Stacy Uyeda-Hale)

EBL

Continued from Page 1

with change comes opportunity,
and for the Eastern District, the
change presented an opportunity
for shared coordination of this
annual conference.

Before the pandemic, the
conference would rotate between
temples, but as memberships

dwindled, the coordination was
beginning to have adverse impacts
on Sangha volunteer capacity.
Forced to go virtual in 2020, EBL
is now a shared planning event
with each temple or Sangha as-
suming a role both in the planning
of and with activities on the day of
the conference.

EBL kicked off with a service
conducted by representatives
from all Eastern District temples.
Beginning with a pre-recorded
ringing of the Kansho bell by
a representative from Seabrook
Buddhist Temple, the conference
proceeded to a guided meditation
by Minister’s Assistant Shakutake
Eli Ryn Brown from Midwest Bud-
dhist Temple. Rev. Patti Nakai, of
Buddhist Temple of Chicago, read
the “Hyobyakumon” as the first
of two readings while the other
was read by Cleveland Buddhist

Temple. New York Buddhist
Church provided a recording
of several Minister’s Assistants

chanting “Sanbujo” followed by
Rev. Yoshimichi Ouchi leading
the conference attendees in the
chanting of “Juseige.”

Rev. Kurt Rye, currently the
virtual minister to Ekoji, present-
ed the Dharma message from his
home in California. The BCA and
Bishop’s Office agreed on a pilot
program establishing a virtual
minister where Rev. Rye provides
weekly services from his remote
location, conducts Dharma-relat-
ed programming and even hosts
office hours for Sangha members
to talk with him as needed, all in a
virtual capacity.

Rev. Rye’s Dharma message
was personal and impactful as he
talked about the passing of his life
partner, Daniel, in the summer of
2022. He talked about how during
this difficult time of loss, he would
stand in front of the Butsudan,
reciting the Nembutsu, to feel
the oneness with Amida Buddha.
He also shared that it was during
this time that he never felt alone
because the Dharma is always here
with each of us. The message was
well-received and emotionally
impacted the participants.

Closing the beautiful service,

Rev. Chiemi Onikura Bly from
Midwest Buddhist Temple, recit-
ed the “Gobunsho” followed by
Rev. Tanis Moore from Manitoba
Buddhist Temple, who read it in
English. The Albany Buddhist
Sangha had several of its Dharma
School youth recite the Golden
Chain, closing a beautiful service
with the members of our future.
There was no better way to end the
service and open the floor for Rev.
Dr. David Matsumoto’s keynote
address.

Rev. Dr. Matsumoto presented
an hourlong, moving and impact-
ful presentation following the
conference’s theme, “Nembutsu as
Living,” and said: “Like Shinran
before us, we must choose the
Nembutsu as the practice of our
lives that we choose at the risk of
our very selves.” Rev. Dr. Mat-
sumoto provided the conference
attendees with a presentation that
was thought provoking, personal
and engaging.

EBL 2023 was filled with many
high points. Thanks must go to
Rev. Todd Tsuchiya of Midwest
Buddhist Temple for facilitating a
successful EBL Conference, as well
as to each presenter and the more
than 120 participants who made
sharing our day together memora-
ble as well as impactful.
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Bishop’s Message

Continued from Page 2

more “yasashii.”

Rev. Hirota explained Shinran Shonin’s character
and spirituality in a manner that I had never heard
before, using these two terms.

Sensei said that Shinran Shonin was a person who
was “yasashii,” or gentle and easy on others, but was
very “kibishii,” harsh or strict on himself. Sensei
also explained that we are the opposite. We are harsh
on others, but we are easy on ourselves. We are quick
to criticize others, to blame others, especially when
things go wrong, but when it comes to ourselves,
we think, “It wasn’t my fault. I didn’t do anything
wrong. It was that person’s fault.” Shinran Shonin,
however, was most critical of himself. His writings
are a reflection of his deep self-introspection and
self-reflection.

I had never heard Shinran Shonin characterized
in this manner and so Sensei’s message really struck
me. It made me think about how many times in my
life T have been “kibishii” with others and “yasashii”
on myself. I should be harder on myself and easier
on others. That is the spirit and character of Shinran
Shonin.

It was an honor and privilege to officiate the
funeral of a minister who had given over 40 years of
his life to share the Dharma, to share the teachings
in this country. I will never forget that wonderful
message from Rev. Hirota on Shinran Shonin and
how he was hardest on himself and was easy on oth-
ers as opposed to being harder on others and easy on

himself.
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Yoga Therapist (Govt. of India)
& Advanced Yoga Teacher

Featuring:

Rev. Bob Oshita & Rev. Patti Oshita

BCA Ministers (Retired)

Co-authors, Dharma Is Everywhere -

YYoga Teacher Candidates =
Rev. Hitomi Kuwahara

Author, Nantonaku Wakaru Yoga
Advanced Yoga Teacher

E

Rick Kawamura

Founder of Palo Alto

Buddhist Temple Yoga

Alan Hirahara, Chef
Healthy Vegetarian Meals

Workshop discussions:

Yoga and Buddhism - A Deep Connection
Yoga Organizing and Marketing -
Growing the Sangha at Temples

Yoga Lifestyle

Workshop space is limited.
Please register early:
https://forms.gle/nve9PE7TReK6Ya42N9

che@bcahg.org
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50+ Years in the Dance Circle: Michiya Hanayagi of the SF Bay Area

Editor’s note: “50+ Years in the Dance Circle” will pay tribute
to the extraordinary dance instructors who taught Bon Odori at
BCA temples for 50 or more years. This series continues with a

tribute to Michiya Hanayagi.

By Dr. Wynn Kiyama
Oregon Buddhist Temple

In a decorated career
spanning six decades, Madame
Michiya Hanayagi performed
across the globe, participated
annually in community festivals,
taught approximately 1,000
dance students, and led Bon
Odori at temples throughout the
San Francisco Bay Area.

Michiya Hanayagi was born
Michiko Kuwai in 1929, the first
daughter of Shigeyoshi and Chi-
yo Kuwai in Nagoya prefecture.
The four children — Toshihiko,
Michiko, Eiko, and Etsuko
received a thorough education
with  additional  instruction
in the arts. From the age of 6
through high school, Michiko
studied Japanese classical dance
with Jutoku Hanayagi.

After the end of World War
11, Michiko moved to Tokyo and
enrolled in business school while
studying with Jusuke Hanayagi
II, head of the Hanayagi School
of Dance. Michiko received her
professional dance name, Michi-
ya Hanayagi, in 1947.

While in Tokyo, Michiya
Hanayagi met Shigeru “Shig”
Kubota, a Nisei translator
working for the U.S. Army. The

two were married in 1949 and
moved to Berkeley, California,
in 1954. She opened her dance
studio in 1956 and taught Bon
Odori at the Buddhist Church of
Oakland. By the 1960s, she was
leading Bon Odori at temples
in Alameda, Berkeley, Oakland,
San Francisco, and Union City.
Over the years, she provided
instruction to Bon Odori teach-
ers and dancers from Concord,
Marin, Mountain View, Palo
Alto, San Jose, and Sebastopol.

Michiya Hanayagi carefully
selected Bon Odori with suitable
themes and included regional
dances when requested. She
taught popular dances such as
“Tokyo Ondo” and “Yakyuken
Odori,” religious dances like
“Bon Odori Uta,” “Shinran
Odori,” and “Shinshu Ondo,”
and a country (inaka) version of
“Tanko Bushi.”

In 1974, Michiya Hanayagi
was designated the head instruc-
tor and choreographer for the
75th anniversary of the founding
of the Buddhist Churches of
America. In 2006, the BCA rec-
ognized the 50th anniversary of
the Michiya Hanayagi School of
Dance and her 50 years of Bon
Odori instruction.

Through the sponsorship of
the Consulate-General of Japan

L

Madame Michiya Hanayagi leads her Michiya Hanayagi School of Dance members at the 2014 Cherry Blossom Festival in
San Francisco. (Courtesy of Mark Shigenaga)

in San Francisco, Japan Society,
and Japan Airlines, Michiya
Hanayagi and her dancers
performed in Japan, Australia,
Canada, Italy, Mexico, and
throughout the United States.
In the Bay Area, she cho-
reographed for productions of
“Madama Burterfly,” “Pacific
Overtures,” and “Ghost Memo-
ries,” and participated annually
in the Northern California Cher-
ry Blossom Festival and events
sponsored by the San Francisco
Japantown and the Japanese
Cultural and Community Cen-
ter of Northern California.
Michiya Hanayagi received
awards and commendations from

the Hanayagi School in Tokyo,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Japan, City and County of San
Francisco, Japanese American
Association of Northern Cali-
fornia, and National Japanese
American Historical Society.
In 2009, she was awarded the
prestigious Order of the Rising
Sun, Gold and Silver Rays from
the Japanese government.
Michiya  Hanayagi and
Shigeru had three children —
James, Eileen, and Sandra. The
two girls studied Japanese clas-
sical dance with their mother
and earned their professional
dance names, Michisuya and
Michisenya Hanayagi, respec-
tively. James is a retired finan-
cial worker, Sandra is a business

owner and volunteers at the
Hanayagi School in Tokyo, and
Eileen continues her mother’s
work teaching Bon Odori at
temples throughout the Bay
Area.

To view a full list of 50+
teachers, follow the link:
www.bit.ly/fiftyplusyears. If
you have an additional dance
instructor for us to consider,
please email Wynn at wynnki-
yama@gmail.com.

Wynn  Kiyama  teaches at
Portland State University and is
a member of the Oregon Buddhist
Temple and the BCA Music
Committee. He is currently work-
ing on a history of Bon Odori in
the continental United States.

Seattle’s Legendary Lotus Skyliners Swing Band Highlighted in Book

Japanese American Musicians Toured West Coast in 1950s, 1960s; BCA, Seattle Betsuin Made Key Contributions

|

By Randy Tada

In the 1950s and 1960s, a
Caucasian band leader, accom-
panied by a talented group of
boys and a female vocalist — all
Japanese Americans — stepped
onto the gymnasium stage of
the Seattle Betsuin Buddhist
Temple.

They were a swing dance
band known as the Lotus Sky-
liners and it wouldn’t be long
before they were one of the most
widely recognized bands in the
Seattle area.

From 1953 — when the Lo-
tus Skyliners formed — to 1962,
the Lotus Skyliners commanded
the stage at many dances, school
proms, private parties, and even a
bar mitzvah.

For those who are familiar
with the Seattle Betsuin, piano
player Akira Ichikawa and trom-
bone player Shinya Ichikawa,
sons of Rinban Rev. Tatsuya
Ichikawa, were members of the
band.

The Lotus Skyliners also
toured the West Coast and played
at temples in Portland, San Fran-
cisco, San Jose, Oakland, Los
Angeles, and San Diego.

One of those stops was at the
Civic Auditorium in San Jose,
sandwiched in between the night
after legendary jazz vocalist Ella
Fitzgerald sang and the day be-
fore iconic jazz trumpeter Louis

The Seattle-based Lotus Skyliners
were a popular and well-known

group of Japanese American swing
musicians who toured the West Coast
from 1953 to 1962. (Courtesy of Tom
Kubota)

Armstrong played.

The newly released book,
“The Lotus Skyliners — How
a Big Band Lifts Up a Small
Community,” memorializes the
experiences of this unforgettable
group of Japanese American band
members after World War II.

Dedicated to Don Kinsley,
the band’s leader, mentor, and
friend, this powerful story looks
back on an important part of the
Japanese American experience
in Seattle and exemplifies the
hope that can be inspired by
combining capable leaders with
talented youth in a vulnerable
community.

FYI

A book signing for a new book entitled “The Lotus Skyliners - “A Big
Band Lifts Up a Small Community” will be held from 3 to 5 p.m. June
11 at the Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple, 1427 S. Main St., Seattle,
Washington, 98144. The book is priced at $19.95.

Former Lotus Skyliners members will be in attendance. For more
information, go to: www.lotusskyliners.com

“Like all great teachers, Don
made us dream of becoming
better than we could ever be,”
said Vic Kihara, the lead trum-
pet in the band, who wrote the
introduction to the book. “As
far as he was concerned, there
wasn’t a chart too difficult for
us. Stuff like ‘Early Autumn’
and ‘Intermission Riff made
the Glenn Miller numbers seem
easy in comparison. Without our
being aware of it, he taught us
patience, team work, pride, and

the rewards of practice, practice,
practice!”

A volunteer committee of five
former Lotus Skyliners and four
volunteers felt it was important
to tell their story, so they joined
forces to help create the book
over the past three years.

But they weren’t alone. Much
of the inital help came from
Kemi Nakabayashi and the BCA
Music  History Subcommittee
and Andrea Mano and Dana
Nakashima of Seattle Betsuin’s

Archive Committee. Rev. Irene
Goto and the Dharma Exchange
also hosted an announcement of
the Lotus Skyliners project with
book committee members Janet
Baba and Shinya Ichikawa.

Bishop Rev. Marvin Harada
made a donation from the BCA
Bishop’s Expansion Fund and
Seattle Betsuin’s Rinban Rev.
Katsuya Kusunoki wrote an en-
dorsement for the book. We are
grateful for their assistance.

The book was also funded
by numerous former Lotus Sky-
liners members and friends and
accompanied by equally gener-
ous grants from the Muckleshoot
Indian Tribe and 4Culture of
King County.

Wing Luke Museum of the
Asian Pacific American Expe-
rience is the fiscal sponsor and
Chin Music Press is the publish-
er.

Make plans to attend “Unfor-
gettable — The Lotus Skyliners
Story,” the first in-person book
signing event. It will be held from
3 to 5 p.m. June 11 at the Seattle
Betsuin Buddhist Temple, 1427
S. Main St., Seattle, Washington,
98144. The book is priced at
$19.95.

Purchase a book, have it
signed, and meet some of the
former Skyliners band members.
Live music will be performed by
the Pat & Rich2 Quartet.

For more information visit:
www.lotusskyliners.com
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Kenneth Tanaka.

What Makes American Buddhism Special?

Editor’s note: This is the first in a series of articles on the essay,
“The Land of Many Dharmas: Buddhist Diversity in America,”
which appeared in the summer 2021 issue of “Tricycle: the Bud-
dhist Review.” It is being reprinted with the permission of Rev. Dr.

By Rev. Dr. Kenneth K. Tanaka
Professor Emeritus

Musashino University, Tokyo

For the first time, Bud-
dhists from virtually every
tradition can be found in
the same country — even
the same city. We have an
unprecedented opportunity
to learn from one another.

For me, growing up Bud-
dhist in Northern California
in the early 1960s was some-
times difficult. There were
very few Buddhists around,
and many Americans looked
at Buddhism as some kind of
weird Asian cult.

Fortunately, things have
changed enormously since
then. Buddhism is today
much better known and more
widely practiced. As the Har-
vard professor Diana Eck,
an expert on contemporary
American religions, declared
in 1993, “Buddhism is now
an American religion.”

Professor Eck observed
that Buddhists have been in
America since around 1850,
and their numbers have in-
creased greatly over time.

Surveys indicate that to-
day over 30 million people, or
close to 10% of the U.S. pop-
ulation identify themselves
as Buddhist; read and engage
in Buddhist spirituality, but
don’t identify themselves as

members of a religion; or
have been strongly influ-
enced by Buddhism. Which,
taken together, means that
Buddhism is, whether in
numbers or influence, one of
the fastest-growing religions
in America.

While the vast majority of
the approximately 500 mil-
lion Buddhists in the world
live in Asia, one fascinating
aspect of Buddhism in Amer-
ica is that, for the first time
in nearly the entire 2,600
years of Buddhism’s histo-
ry, all the major Buddhist
denominations in the world
today coexist in one country.

In many large U.S. and
Canadian cities, there are
more different kinds of
Buddhism than are found
anywhere in Asia, including
Bangkok, Taipei, Seoul, and
Kyoto.

In the Los Angeles area,
for example, close to 100
different Buddhist traditions
— representing virtually all
the world’s main denomina-
tions — find a home.

Whereas in Asia, Bud-
dhists from different coun-
tries have rarely known, or
even known of, each other,
in Los Angeles, you may

4
)

(Graphic courtesy of Peter Arcle)

=

find temples with roots in
Thailand, Korea, and Viet-
nam located near each other,
sometimes even on the same
street.

For me, this trend pro-
vides a new and exciting op-
portunity for all Buddhists
to learn from and better
understand each other.

Despite the promising
demographics, and despite
Buddhism’s high level of
cultural visibility and ac-
cessibility, few introductory
books seem to address youths
and young adults.

Having been myself an
American Buddhist youth,
and having raised three
young Buddhists as well,
I had long felt there was a
need for easy-to-understand
introductory books for this

audience.

A few years ago, I set
about writing one. The
book, “Jewels,” was pub-
lished in the spring of
2020. After its release, a

friend pointed out that be-
cause American Buddhism
includes so many different
communities, the book
might also be of value to
Buddhists who know a great
deal about their particular
corner of American Bud-
dhism, but not much about
its full range. It is with chis
in mind that I've adapted
sections of the book for this
article.

Rev. Dr. Kenneth Tanaka
is a former Resident Minister
of Southern Alameda County
Buddhist Church and former

FYI

“Jewels: An Introduction to
American Buddhism for Youth,
Scouts, and the Young at Heart
(With a Bit of Humor)” by Ken-
neth Tanaka is available from
BDK America for free download
at https://www.bdkamerica.
org/book/jewels-introduction-
buddhism-youth-scouts-and-
young-heart. Also, free print
copies are available for temples
and institutions upon request
at: webmaster@bdkamerica.
org or 925-388-0067.

Associate Professor and Assis-
tant Dean of the Institute of
Buddhbist Studies.
Next: What Are the
Three Kinds of Jewels?

Rev. Wondra

Continued from Page 2

heart and mind, and more
and more, it led Shinran away
from Mount Hiei and the
monastic practices.

In 1201, after several years
as being Honen’s disciple,
Shinran finally discarded sun-
dry practices and took refuge
in the Primal Vow, which sig-
nified his great turning point
in his spiritual journey.

Subsequently in 1205,
Master Honen allowed Shin-
ran to copy his “Passages on
the Nembutsu Selected in
the Primal Vow” and his own
portrait, and Honen signed
Shinran’s name on the copy.

Honen was 73. Shinran
must have been in deep joy
to have realized the efficacy
of Amida’s universal vow
through encountering Hénen.
More than 20 years of his
monastic path finally ended
while a new path opened up
toward the gate of Pure Land.
Shinran finally saw a light
of hope at the end of a long
tunnel.

Hoénen’s revolutionary
interpretation of Pure Land
Buddhism soon evoked a

harsh reaction from other
Buddhist schools, particularly
the Tendai school.

In 1204, while Honen’s
teaching was getting tremen-
dously popular, he issued the
“Seven Article Pledge,” called
“Shichikajo- kishémon” [
BEEHEX] , which states
the rules of conduct to have
his followers obey.

Consecutively, “Gedatsu-
bo-Jokei” (FERRBE HEE) of
Hosso school (one of the Nara
Buddhist schools) presented
the “Kofukuji-s6jo” (H1EF
& t) in 1205, condemning
the nine accusations toward
Honen’s teaching.

The condemnation reached
the peak in 1207, which re-
sulted in the suppression of
the exclusive Nembutsu, the
exile of Honen and Shinran
from Kyoto, and the execu-
tion of a number of Hénen’s
disciples.

This Nembutsu persecu-
tion is called Jogen-no-honan
(AITTDEH) which was an
unprecedented incident in the
Japanese Buddhist history.
Shinran expressed strong re-
sentment in the postscript of
the “Kyogyoshinshe.” (CWS
I, p.289.)

Honen was pardoned and

received a permission to re-
turn to Kyoto. In 1211, he fi-
nally returned to Kyoto from
Sanuki (R current Kagawa
Prefecture), but unfortunate-
ly, he became ill and passed
away at the age of 80 on Jan.
25, 1212. Shinran also got
pardoned at the same time,
but decided not to return to
Kyoto.

Instead, in 1214, at the
age of 42, he made his way
into Hitachi [ and Inada
FfHHE (current Ibaraki Prefec-
ture), where he spent 20 years
spreading the Amida Buddha’s
spiritual liberation through
the Nembutsu teaching.

In  Kyoto, right after
Honen’s death, Master
Myoe-Koben (1173-1232,
BAE EAS ), an eminent
Kegon  priest, composed
his  “Zaijarin”  [H#EH &R ]

(“Pivotal (Points) Shattering
Heresy”), which was the
first  major  denunciation
of Honen’s “Senjaku-hon-
gan-nembutsusha” (“Passag-
es on the Nembutsu Selected
in the Primal Vow”) from the
point of view of an orthodox
Buddhism.

In this book, Myde at-
tacked Honen on two points:
for omitting the aspiration for

enlightenment  (bodhi-citta;
bodaishin E{&i») from his
path to the Pure Land through
the exclusive Nembutsu, and
for portraying the traditional
Buddhist schools as a band of
thieves (gunzoku #iH).

Several years later, Honen’s
tomb and remains were de-
stroyed. Shinran heard the sad
news while he was composing
the draft of his opus magnum
“Kyo-gyo-shin-sho” in 1224
in the Kanto Inada. He must
have thought that completing
the writing would be extreme-
ly important in order to de-
fend Honen’s interpretation
and clarify the true essence of
Amida Buddha’s soteriologi-
cal structure.

In  “Kyo-gyo6-shin-sha,”
Shinran states that the mind
aspiring to attain Buddha-
hood (bodaishin EIRIL) is
the mind aspiring for great
enlightenment of crosswise
presentation through the true
and real shinjin. The mind to
aspire for Buddhahood is the
mind to save sentient beings.
It is directed from the Amida’s
Primal Vow in transcending
crosswise orientation, called
the Other-Power that is to-
tally free from our calculated
mind and personal religious

development, so-called the
self-power. (CWS I, p.107,
113, and 223, edited)

Shinran wanted to clarify
in “Kyo-gy6-shin-sho”  that
Honen had never denied the
importance of Bodhi-citta;
the mind to aspire to attain
Buddhahood. What he had
denied was the Bodhi-citta
to develop personal religious
practice in the mind of
self-power; the Bodhi-citta
received through the efficacy
of Amida Buddha’s Primal
Vow (Other-Power) is ex-
tremely essential for ordinary
people to pursue attaining
Buddhahood because it is the
true and real One Vehicle.

Shinran praises his teacher
Hoénen in the “Hymns of
the Pure Land Masters”
Through countless kalpas and
innumerable lives, we did not
know the powerful condition
of liberation; Were it not for
our teacher Genka (Hoénen),
this present life also would
pass in vain. (CWS I, p.387,
edited)

Celebrating  the 800th
year of establishment of Jodo
Shinshu since 1224 brings us
many aspects of appreciation
and deep gratitude in every-
day life. Namo Amida Butsu
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Chenxing Han’s Book Is Memoir of Grief, Friendship, Spiritual Care

By Dennis Akizuki
Wheel of Dharma Correspondent

When IBS alumnus Chenx-
ing Han went to visit a dying
woman in an hospital oncology
unit as a Buddhist chaplain, the
woman’s wife emphatically said
her spouse didn’t want to see a
chaplain.

Han agreed. Silence fol-
lowed until Han asked: “Would
you like a hug?

“Surprise in her gray-green
eyes. A slow-motion nod.

“lI encircle F at first, but
upon registering the fierceness
of her reciprocating embrace,
I squeeze her tight, feeling the
rise and fall of her breath, the
heave and heart of her sorrow,
until she finally lets go, wipes
her eyes and sighs, I needed
that.”

The story is one of many
Han shares in her second book:
“one long listening: a memoir
of grief, friendship and spiritu-
al care.”

During an April 11 book
launch Zoom conversation,
Han said her new book is
different from her first, “Be
the Refuge,” a groundbreaking
look into the lives of 89 Asian
American Buddhists.

“one long listening” is a
deeply personal book, cen-
tering on three autumns: in
2014, when Han worked as a
hospital chaplain; 2015, when
she spent time in Taiwan; and
2016, when Amy Frohnmayer
Winn, a dear friend, was dying
from complications related to
Fanconi anemia, an illness that

had taken the lives of Winn’s
two sisters.

Han, in an easy-to-read
first person present tense style
of writing, takes the readers
into hospitals where she visits
terminally ill patients and in
letters she wrote to Winn. The
book illustrates how she tried
to deal with grieving relatives
at the hospital and her own
grief about the death of her
friend and her Nainai (paternal
grandmother).

In the case of the wife who
refused to let her see the dying
wife, Han went with her gut
instinct.

“After the first hug, the wife
calls me ‘the hugging lady,
And that is what we exchange
each time we cross paths, not
words but hugs, until her wife
dies.”

Han began writing what
would become “one long listen-
ing,” when another friend, who
was curious to learn more about
chaplaincy, encouraged her to
write about her experience.

She said the book ended up
being a “love letter” to Winn;
the patients and staff at the
hospital in Oakland where she
worked; to her family and her
ancestors. And the book, unex-
pectedly, ended up reconnect-
ing her to her parents, she said.

The book launch Zoom ses-
sion was a partnership between
the Barre Center for Buddhist
Studies in Massachusetts and
the Institute of Buddhist Stud-
ies, where Han was a graduate
student and worked as an edi-
torial assistant, marketing and
recruiting program assistant,

listening

a memoir of grief,

friendship, and spiritual care

and chaplaincy program coor-
dinator over an 11-year period.

Han is now a writer and ed-
ucator. She writes for Buddhist
publications such as “Tricycle”
and “Lion’s Roar”; co-teaches
“Listening to Buddhists in Our
Backyard” at Phillips Academy
Andover; and is a co-organizer
of May We Gather, a national
Buddhist memorial for Asian
American ancestors.

Han was joined in the
Zoom session by Dr. Paula
Arai, Eshinni and Kakushinni
Professor of Women and Bud-
dhist Studies at the Institute
of Buddhist Studies. Arai read
a passage from her upcoming
book, “The Little Book of Zen
Healing,” scheduled for release
in August.

The passage described the
death of her mother. Arai said,
“Grief has different seasons, but
it doesn’t end.” But, she added,
it is also a catalyst for healing
and also “opens you up.”

Han has a similar view that

IBS alumnus Chenxing Han, author of the groundbreaking “Be the Refuge” about
the lives of Asian American Buddhists, has a new book, “one long listening,” a
memoir of grief, friendship, and spiritual care. (Courtesy of Jeffry Harrison)

FYI

IBS alumnus Chenxing Han’s new book, “one long listening,” is avail-
able in paperback, ebook, or audiobook from your local bookstore at:
https://www.indiebound.org/search/book?keys=one+long+listening
Amazon: https://www.amazon.com/one-long-listen-
ing-friendship-spiritual/dp/1623177855

Direct from the publisher, North Atlantic Books: https://
www.northatlanticbhooks.com/shop/one-long-listening/

grief is ongoing. Arai asked her
about her own grieving process.
Han replied:

“Unlike some of the stories
we read, I don’t know if there’s
a beginning or middle or an
end because sometimes it seems
like we are born into grief and
that we die with it.”

But Arai also says you
shouldn’t feel guilty about
laughing or having a good time
as you grieve. Han echoes that
in her book, retelling a story
she told as part of her eulogy at
Winn’s funeral in 2016.

At an evening dance party

at a2 2010 summer camp,
everyone was dressed up and
singing Journey’s “Don’t Stop
Believin’” to someone who had
been fighting cancer for several
years:

“Out of nowhere, she
(Winn) tackles me with a bear
hug so fierce it knocks the wind
out of me, and I know she is
grieving how he won’t be there
to dance with his two daughters
next year. And then, with tears
streaming down her cheeks,
she beams a huge smile — and
keeps right on singing and
dancing.”

s

BCA Social Welfare Funds Help Spread Compassion

)

The BCA Social Welfare Committee provided funds to renovate a Buddhist dormitory in Bangladesh. Above left, is the dorm before the repair work, and above right, the renovated dorms. (Courtesy of Celeste

Sterrett)

By Rick Oishi
Orange County Buddhist Church

Did you know that the BCA
Social Welfare Committee has
been responding to suffering
around the world with generous
contributions from the BCA
Sangha to help spread compas-
sion and kindness — in many
ways — and for many years?

Did you know that it is a

simple click to access ways for
a grant or a contribution to the
Social Welfare fund?

The BCA Social Welfare
Committee has been led for
many years by Celeste Sterrett,
and the Social Welfare Com-
mittee is seeking your continued
contributions.

The campaign theme this
year is “Open Your Window To
Giving” and was presented at
the National Council Meeting

in February.

In the past year, the BCA
Social Welfare has contributed
financial support to agencies
such as World Central Kitchen,
an organization that delivers
meals to aid in humanitarian,
climate, community crisis, and
natural disasters.

A few of the Social Welfare
funds were allocated interna-
tionally to: the Bangladesh
Buddhist Missionary Society:

UNICEF, for aid to Ukraine
and Tonga; and Global Giving
to Ukraine.

Nationally, funds went to:
American Red Cross; Delta
Humane Society  (Stockton
Dharma School), Direct Relief
(fire, storms, and floods in Cal-
ifornia), and Dorothy’s Place in
Salinas, for a walk-in freezer.

The Social Welfare Com-
mittee recently allocated funds
for the earthquake disaster in

Turkey and Syria. Aid was given
to Medicins sans Frontieres
(Doctors without Borders), and
Global Giving for basic supplies.

The allocations come entirely
from BCA Social Welfare funds,
not from BCA temple assess-
ments or other BCA campaigns.

Rick Oishi is a member of
Orange County Buddhbist Church
and is a member of the Social
Welfare Committee.
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Rev. Hirota

Continued from Page 1

throughout the United States.
He was also remembered as a
loving grandfather to his three
granddaughters, and devoted
his retirement to helping raise
them and spending quality
time with each of them.

Rev. Hirota passed away
peacefully at his Gardena
home, surrounded by his
family members. The funeral
service was held March 25 at
the Pasadena Buddhist Tem-
ple, where he served as the
resident minister for 19 years.

He was born on July 15,
1928, in Santa Maria, Cali-
fornia, the first son of Rev.
Tainen Hirota and his wife,
Yoshiko.

His father came to the
United States in 1923 and
served as the minister of the
now-defunct Brawley Bud-
dhist Church, with branches
in nearby El Centro and Ther-
mal/Cochella  Valley. (The
Brawley temple disbanded
after World War II.) He also
served as the minister of the
Guadalupe Buddhist Church
in 1928.

In 1930, the elder Rev.
Hirota returned to Japan with

his family to preside over the
family temple in Hiroshima,
Japan.

Rev. Tetsunen Hirota con-
tinued his Buddhist studies at
Ryukoku University in Kyorto,
Japan, where he graduated in
1949. He received his Kaiky-
oshi ordination in 1958 and
returned to the United States
with his family that same year.
He was assigned to the Oregon
Buddhist Temple in Portland,
where he stayed until 1960,
when he was transferred to the
Enmanji Buddhist Temple in
Sebastopol, California.

At Enmanji, he began a

Buddhist group, which in
turn formed its own temple
in Marin County — and was

the founding minister of that
temple, the Buddhist Temple
of Marin in Mill Valley.

In 1963, Rev. Hirota was
transferred to the Midwest
Buddhist Temple in Chicago,
Illinois, and in 1965, moved
to the Idaho-Oregon Buddhist
Temple in Ontario, Oregon.
In 1972, he was transferred
to the Watsonville Buddhist
Temple.

In July 1980, he and his
family moved again, this
time to serve at the Pasadena
Buddhist  Temple, where

he continued to spread the

Nembutsu teaching to Sangha
members uncil his retirement
in October 1999.

After his retirement, Rev.
Hirota continued to partic-
ipate in major services at the
Pasadena Buddhist Temple.
He enjoyed visiting with the
Pasadena Sangha members
and reminiscing about the
wonderful times he spent at
the temple.

He dedicated his retire-
ment to helping raise his three
granddaughters, and loved
spending quality time with
each of them. He also enjoyed
watching sports and “Family
Feud” on TV.

Before his passing, Rev.
Hirota shared how much he
appreciated everyone in his
life — from his family to
friends and temple members.

He is survived by his wife
of 65 years, Sachiko; two chil-
dren, Dr. William (Emillie)
Hirota and Ayako (James)
Hirano; and three grandchil-
dren, Dr. Jessica (Michael
Craig) Hirota, and Madison
and Lindsey Hirano.

Contributing to this article
were the Hirota family, Rev.
Michael Endo, and the Rafu
Shimpo.

The Watsonville Buddhist Temple, shown in this undated archival photo, suffered damage because of the recent flooding
in California. (Courtesy of Watsonville Buddhist Temple)

Watsonville

Continued from Page 1

the costs associated with:

* Replacement of damaged
infrastructure including elec-
trical, ducting and gas lines.

* Drying out the basement
and storage areas to prevent
mold and mildew.

* Replacement of drywall
in damaged areas.

* Repairs to roof leaks.

Just hours after the tem-
ple held its New Year’s Eve
service, flood waters from the
Salsipuedes Creek overflowed
its banks and started to flood
portions of Watsonville.

“Flood waters lapped at
our temple front door, but
miraculously did not enter
the temple,” Yoshida said.
“Unfortunately, the temple

Attn: Flood Relief Fund

How to Help

The Watsonville Buddhist Temple has set up a GoFundMe to raise
funds for flood repairs. The site is at: https://www.gofundme.
com/f/watsonville-buddhist-temple-flood-relief-fund?utm_cam-
paigh=m_pd+share-sheet&utm_content=undefined&utm_medi-
um=social&utm_source=facebook&utm_term=undefined

Donations can also be sent to: Watsonville Buddhist Temple, 423
Bridge St, Watsonville, CA 95076

storage areas, garage, parson-
age and basement area did not
fare as well and flood waters
submerged and damaged those
areas.”

He said the temple put out
a call for help, and temple
members and community
members responded. Volun-
teers came out to sandbag the
temple’s structures, sweep out
mud and flood waters, and
clean the areas where the water
came in. But the damage had

been done.

“The Watsonville Buddhist
Temple will continue to be a
sanctuary of Buddhist thoughts
and teaching where everyone
is welcomed regardless of race,
faith or beliefs,” Yoshida said.
“Our cultural events and food
festivals continue to unite our
community. We hope that you
would consider donating to
the temple fundraiser to help
repair the damage caused by
the flood waters.”

‘Dial the Dharma’ for Enlightening Messages

800-817-7918

Press 1 for English, Press 2 for Japanese, Press 3 for Spanish

BCA Music

=l Committee
C=

N

Buddhise Chusches of America®

MUSIC

In commemoration of the
125th Anniversary of Buddhist Churches of America®
the BCA Music Committee is sponsoring
a Gatha lyric-writing contest.

e Two categories: youth & adult
e Cash prizes for winning entries
e Deadline for entries is June 4, 2023

For details
buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/music

5/26/23 - 5/27/23

Discovering Jodo Shinshu from
other Religious traditions

THE PANEL

Rev David Quirk-Thorton
Rev Melissa Opel

Rev Carmela Javellana
Rev Jerry Hirano

PANEL INFORMATION IN-PERSON EVENT:

& REGISTRATION:

Rev Dr David Matsumoto

Saturday
May 6, 2023
1lam - 1pm (PT)

Seminar

Register Below

About

Rev Dr. David Matsumoto is the president of the Institute of
Buddhist Studies. He will continue his series about the meaning
of Shinjin. This is part 4 of his 4 part online series. Parts 1-3 are
on the CBE Youtube Channel if you wish to view them.

REGISTER & INFO HERE:
https://forms.gle /TuUAW37E2wp2Y Mffq8
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Goodman

Continued from Page 1

here is a miracle,” said Chris
Tashima, one of the stars
of “No No Girl,” during a
panel discussion after a Jan.
28 screening at the San Jose
Buddhist Church Betsuin that
drew 165 people.

Before the San Jose
screening, Goodman — now
in remission for the second
time — reflected on the scary,
challenging and fulfilling last
seven years. He expressed
gratitude to his family, the
Japanese American and Asian
American communities, and
the Shin Buddhist Sangha for
supporting him.

“It’s always been over-
whelming still to this day,”
Goodman said. “Right now
I’'m at a Buddhist temple I've
never been to and everyone is
so welcoming and inviting and
so excited that the movie is
here and I’m here.”

The 6-foot-5 former high
school basketball player looked
like he can still lace it up and
hit the court, but Goodman
said he still has to be careful.
His immune system, the doc-
tors say, is like that of a young

child.

Series of Screenings

Goodman, now 31, took
“No No Girl”

to a series
of screenings in February
and March, including the

Sacramento Betsuin and film
festivals in Eugene, Oregon;
Austin, Texas; and Wash-
ington, D.C. He anticipates
it will debut on a streaming
service within a year or so.

The 150-minute movie
revolves around a 20-year-old
Yonsei woman and her fami-
ly — a Buddhist family — as
they grapple with a family
mystery tied to their some-
times tense relationships with
one another and the World
War II mass incarceration of
Japanese Americans.

The support for Good-
man and the movie from the
community mirrors what hap-
pened when he was searching
for a bone marrow match. His
sister Laurie was a 50% match,
but there was hope someone
who was a 75% match could
be found, a search more
difficult because Goodman is
biracial — Japanese American
and European. Buddhist tem-
ples, including the BCA, and
Asian American community
groups throughout the West
Coast and Hawaii organized
bone marrow drives.

(See Wheel of Dharma
articles: “OCBC Member
Needs Bone Marrow Match,”
January 2021; ““Team Paul’

Goes on Offense in Bone
Marrow Drive for OCBC
Member,” March 2021; and

“Gardena Sets Marrow Drive
for Goodman,” April 2021.)
Ultimately, someone with
a greater match was not found
and Laurie was his donor, but
the drives in the community
and publicity about them
drew more attention for find-
ing bone marrow donors who

are biracial.

“It’s beyond heartwarm-
ing,” said his mother, Bonnie
Goodman, who was selling
movie merchandise at the San
Jose showing. “We're so grate-
ful just for the compassion
of everyday people we don’t
know.”

Goodman grew up attend-
ing the Orange County Bud-
dhist Church, where his fami-
ly has been members since the
1960s and where he shot some
scenes for “No No Girl.” He
participated in church activ-
ities from elementary school
through high school, and for
years volunteered at the Los
Angeles Buddhist Coordinat-
ing Council summer camp for
children. He continues to reg-
ularly edit videos for OCBC.

“I’'m a very proud Bud-
dhist,” Goodman said. “So
much Buddhism is
always affecting my life.”

about

In 2016, Goodman, who
had always been healthy,
began feeling sick and was
diagnosed with acute lym-
phoblastic leukemia, which
people in their 20s rarely get.
As he began a three-year-long
regimen of chemotherapy
treatment, Goodman reas-
sessed his career. He decided
he would begin making his
own movies, partly to tell his
own stories and partly so he
could control his schedule.
One of his dreams is to make
a movie of his childhood fa-
vorite book, “Baseball Saved
Us,” about baseball in the Jap-
anese American incarceration
camps.

During the first two years
of treatment, he made two
short films. By the third year,
he had written the script for a
full-length film. “Evergreen”
is about two acquaintances
drawn closer as they drive up

“I'm a very proud Buddpist. So much about
Buddhism is always affecting my life.”

— Paul Goodman

Buddhism, he said, “means
my community,” his temple
family and friends who are
a big part of his life. As he
gritted through the painful
cancer treatments, he said he
would think about the lessons
in church about suffering and
he talked to OCBC leaders
such as Rev. Marvin Harada,
currently the BCA bishop.

“He has maintained a
positive attitude despite the
challenges of cancer that
he has had to face in recent
years,” said Rev. Harada, who
watched Goodman grow up
from his toddler years.

Interest in Filmmaking

Goodman’s interest in
filmmaking began while he
was a student at UC Santa
Barbara. Some of the people
he met at the university have
acted in the two movies or
been part of the film crew. He
worked as a camera operator
for the Discovery Channel
series “Whale Wars,” spend-
ing months at sea filming
environmentalists working to

stop the killing of whales.

the Pacific coast.

Goodman said he was
doing well enough toward the
end of his treatments that the
doctors approved adjusting
the treatment schedule so he
could go on the road to film
the movie.

He was informed he was
in remission before the final
treatment. Then came the
double high of finishing
“Evergreen” and his final che-
motherapy session within days
of each other. “Evergreen” is
available on Amazon Prime
Video.

Goodman moved to Las
Vegas, got engaged, resumed
living an active life and
continued planning “No No
Girl.” But in late 2020, he
noticed a lump on his neck.
The cancer had come back in
his brain and spinal fluid.

He would need chemother-
apy again, but this time, also
radiation, and he would need a
bone marrow transplant. And
all this occurred at the height
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

He decided that neither

the recurrence of cancer nor

:
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Paul Goodman, left, discusses his award-winning film, “No No Girl,” before

a packed audience at a Jan. 28 screening at the San Jose Betsuin. Above,
Goodman, right, appears with, from left, Todd Tsudama, and “No No Girl” actors
Mika Dyo and Chris Tashima. Tsudama organized the San Jose film screening.

(Courtesy of Todd Tsudama)

FYI

watch?v=iSAuMY1IpFk

To view a trailer of “No No Girl,” go to: https://www.youtube.com/

For more information about Paul Goodman’s Eight East Produc-
tions and future screenings of “No No Girl,” go to:
https://www.eighteastproductions.com/

the pandemic would stop him
from making “No No Girl.”

“I told cancer, ‘I’s my
turn,”” Goodman said.

Once again, Goodman
balanced his strength-sapping
cancer treatments with mak-
ing a movie. “No No Girl”
took 18 months to make, a
fast turnaround for a movie.

Goodman is proud that
the Japanese American fam-
ily members at the center of
the movie were all played by
Japanese American actors,
and that 65% of the crew was
Asian American.

“No No Girl” premiered
in August 2022 before a sold-
out audience at the Japanese
American National Museum
in Los Angeles’ Little Tokyo.
The following month, the
movie was shown for a week
at a Glendale theater, where it
drew about 1,000 customers,
outdoing some other bigger
budget Hollywood films for a
similar time frame. The movie
received the Online Audience
Award of the Silicon Valley
Pacific Fanfest.

Positive Response

The reception was so
positive and enthusiastic that
a two-month schedule of
screenings was arranged.

Joining  Goodman and
Tashima at the San Jose
showing was Mika Dyo, who
played Sue Hasegawa, the
young woman at the center of
the movie. Tashima thanked
Goodman for making the
film.

“I’s an important experi-
ence that needs to be shared
with everyone and not be
forgotten,” said Tashima,
who won an Academy Award
for live action short film in
1998 for “Visas and Virtues,”
about the Japanese equivalent
of Oskar Schindler, diplomat
Chiune Sugihara, who saved
thousands  of  Lithuanian
Jews during World War II by
granting them visas.

Todd Tsudama, who orga-
nized the San Jose screening

of “No No Girl,” praised the
movie, which is about a family
chest buried days before evac-
uation.

“It all seemed so familiar,
as my uncles would say the
same things during some
controversial ~ Thanksgiving
dinners, when we were talking
about the disposition of my
Obachan’s property,” Tsuda-
ma said. “I know it may sound
dumb, but it was good to see
similar faces, like mine, on the
screen. Way too many times
non-Asians play our parts.

“I also enjoyed the Q&A
with Paul and the cast,”
Tsudama continued. “I am
so thrilled that a Yonsei is
out there producing movies
like this and he absolutely
understands the mindset of
the Nisei.”

Different Experience

Devon Matsumoto, who
along with other members
of Young Buddhist Editorial
helped at the showing, had
seen the movie during an
online Asian American Film
Festival. But he said it was a
different experience with an
audience of community mem-
bers of different generations.

“I think it really speaks to
the importance of the film that
brought together the different
JA generations to dig up parts
of our history we have left
buried in the ground,” Matsu-
moto said.

Those reactions aren’t un-
usual, according to Goodman.
He said people come up to
him to tell him an incident
shown in the movie happened
to themselves or their family.

“More than just validating
the movie, it validates me
as a person because I wrote
these moments in this movie
to reflect my life and what
I've experienced and to just
feel the reciprocation from
everyone, that this is my
truth, too,” he said. “I think
that everyone whoever makes
a piece of art — I think that’s
all they hope for.”
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Town Hall

Continued from Page 1

The segment on gratitude
featured Gregg Krech, direc-
tor of the ToDo Institute, a
Naikan education and retreat
center in Vermont, and Rev.
Dr. Takashi Miyaji, Ohtani
Chair of the Institute of
Buddhist Studies (IBS) and
minister at Southern Alameda
County  Buddhist  Church
(SACBCQ).

Rev. Dr. Miyaji is the son
of BCA Minister Emeritus
Rev. Nobuo Miyaji and the
grandson of the late Rev. Ka-
kue Miyaji, the only Kangaku,
or highest ranking priest who
resided in the United States.

View of Awareness

In his presentation, Krech
spoke about a consideration
of gratitude, Naikan and Shin
Buddhism from the perspec-
tive of awareness. And Rev.
Dr. Miyaji recalled his grand-
father, a Buddhist scholar who
taught at Kyoto Women’s
University for a long time.

“In  Japanese psychology,
we have a maxim that says
your experience of life is not
based on your life, but on
what you pay attention to,”
Krech said. “So, I thoughrt it
would be interesting to look at
these themes from the stand-
point of what we pay attention
to, from our awareness.”

He began by listing the
three questions at the heart of
Naikan self-reflection, which
is rooted in Pure Land Bud-
dhism:

e What have 1
from others?

* What have I given to
others?

e What troubles and diffi-

culties have I caused others?

received

“When we look at our
awareness we’ve had exposure
to some type of practice like
Naikan, or self-reflection, or
Buddhist principles, when we
look at the awareness of what
we've received, for example,
we might find that a lot of
what we’re noticing isn’t what
we’ve received that’s helpful or
supporting us, but we’re pay-
ing a lot of attention to what
we’ve received that is what we
really want, but what we have
not received. We're looking
at our unfulfilled wants and
needs. “What I am not getting
from this world?” “What I am
not getting from others?’

“So, we might think about
‘I wish my adult daughter
would call me more often,” ‘I
wish the Wi-Fi was faster,” ‘I
wish I’d get more recognition
for the work I'm doing,” ‘I
want to get paid more for my
job” — these are all examples
of looking at what we’ve re-
ceived, but basically looking at
what we’re not receiving that
we would like to get.”

Regarding what we’ve giv-
en to others, Krech said that
people often make two errors:
We tend to overestimate what
we've given to what we've
received.

“In other words, we’re not
as quite as much of a giving
person as we thought we
were,” he said.

The other error has to do
with the role in the giving pro-
cess. Krech cited the example
of driving a friend to a medical
appointment, and “essentially
taking credit” for the act of
giving. But, he said, in order
to do that, a vehicle was need-
ed, and that vehicle had to be
built, and others had to build
roads and install stop lights
and stop lights along the way.
In addition, the car needed gas
for fuel, and oil, and someone
had to teach Krech how to
drive.

“You see what my point is,”
Krech said. “There’s actually
a lot of objects, and people,
energy, and money that’s in-
volved in the gift of somebody
getting a ride to a medical
appointment. And I'm playing
a role in it, but actually, my
role is a relatively limited role
compared to everything else
that made that possible.”

Speaking about the trou-
bles that we’ve caused, Krech
said: “What happens often
with our awareness initially
is that instead of looking at
the troubles and difficulties
that we’ve caused others, we
become aware of the troubles
and difficulties that others
are causing ‘me.” “This person
caused me an inconvenience,’
‘This person is doing some-
thing that aggravates me,’
‘This person was a problem
for me the other day at work.’

“We basically look at how
often people are causing us
trouble,” he said. “We don’t
really see ourselves as part of
that club. In other words, we
don’t see ourselves as someone
who’s causing trouble to other
people. It’s not something
that we’re easily aware of.

“Most of the time, we're
not aware of our awareness,”
he continued. “We go through
the day. We notice what we
notice, and we don’t notice
what we don’t notice. Our
awareness is uncultivated, and
i’s mostly driven by our ego
and self-centeredness.”

Krech then introduced
Naikan self-reflection to the
process and pointed out what
happens when awareness is
cultivated.

First, he said, we become
more genuinely aware of what
we’re receiving from others, or
how loved and supported we
are.

“I might become more
aware of the ‘little things’ in
life like someone who opened
the door for me at a store, or
somebody sorting my mail
at the post office,” he said.
“I might become more aware
that my wife made a fresh pot
of coffee early in the morning,
so I could have a nice, hot cup
of coffee when I got up. So we
become more tuned into those
things.”

Krech said we may become
more aware of what we've
given in comparison to what
we’ve received.

“We get a sense of whether

Naikan Self-Reflection

(rooted in Pure Land Buddhism)

1.What have | received from others?¢

2.What have | given to others?

3. What troubles and difficulties
have | caused others?

www.thirtythousanddays.org

Gregg Krech gives a presentation about Naikan and Shin Buddhism from the
perspective of awareness. (Courtesy of Jon Kawamoto)

FYI

For more information about Naikan, go to: www.thirtythousanddays.org

we’re actually given more to
the world or actually receiving
more from the world,” he said.
“We also become more aware
of the interdependence of
things in the world, particu-
larly in the gifting process.

“If I give some roses to my
wife, one type of awareness —
I just see myself as ‘I’m a nice
guy, I just gave roses to my
wife.” But when I look at that
through my awareness that’s
been cultivated by self-reflec-
tion, then I begin to see that
these roses started from seeds,
someone planted the seeds,
and there was cultivation of
those roses. They had to be
exposed to the sun. They were
nourished by rain, and then
somebody had to take care of
them in terms of any kinds of
insects or fertilizer that was
used. And they were finally cut
and they were transported and
shipped, and dealt with very
carefully. And they ended up
in a florist shop maybe where
I bought them. I'm more
aware of the entire process, or
at least, much of that process
that went on, and I see myself
as part of that process, but
with a certain humility be-
cause I see myself realistically
as only one element of a long
sequence of the process that
got those roses to my wife.”

Troubles, Difficulties

When we view the subject
of troubles and difficulties,
Krech said, we become aware
of the things we've actually
done throughout our lives that
have caused inconvenience or
problems, or embarrassment
or awkwardness, or actual
suffering to people.

“Naikan affirms us as our
humanness as having an ego
and being self-centered,” he
said. “It doesn’t eliminate it.
It affirms it, but it also makes
us aware of how important a
role that plays an important
role in our relationships with
the world around us and other
people in our life.”

Krech also referred to a
circular diagram taken from
“Gratitude: Its Source and
Power” by Rev. Dr. Taitetsu
Unno. The diagram was in-
tersected with horizontal and
vertical lines, representing
planes. The horizontal plane

represents everyday life, and
the vertical plane represents
the process of awakening,
from samsara, foolish being
(bombu) to karmic evil to
Nirvana, Amida Buddha, and
the Primal Vow.

“Naikan primarily works
on the horizontal plane, the
plane of everyday life,” he
said. “And, as a result of that,
we can end up living with
more gratitude and having
more joy in our life. But when
we discover or are introduced
to Buddhist teachings, we
open up the vertical plane of
spiritual awareness and our
spiritual path and awakening.
And that opens up a different
way of understanding our life,

a different way of looking at
what we might be grateful
for, and we understand our
existence in relation to life.”

Intersecting Planes

Where those planes
tersect can be “a wonderful
experience for us because, at
that point in time, we begin
to see our ordinary life as the
same as our spiritual life,”
Krech said.

Krech pointed out the
following results of awareness
within the vertical dimension
of Shin Buddhist teachings:

Appreciation of life in its
totality as a blessing, includ-
ing its ups and downs, joys
and suffering.

Acceptance of ourselves
with the actions and choices
made throughout our life and
a willingness to simply be
who we are without trying to
appear better or different.

A deeper awareness of our
own transgressions that can
lead to a diminished inclina-
tion to judge others.

An inclination to want to
give something back to the
world to specific people and
to the world in general be-
cause of a heightened sense of
gratitude.

We lose confidence and
faith in ourselves, which cre-
ates a space for a greater faith
(shinjin) in a power beyond

self.

in-

Next: Rev. Dr. Takashi Mi-
yaji talks abour gratitude and
his grandfather, the late Rev.
Kakue Miyaji.

BCA Music

Committee

DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know “Shinran’s Family” was composed by former
BCA President Kent Matsuda in 2005 in order to have a gatha
to acknowledge the important roles of Shinran Shonin’s wife
Eshinni-ko and daughter Kakushinni-ko in our Jodo Shinshu

history?

A collaborative gatha video of “Shinran’s Family” is now
featured on the BCA Music webpage https://www.buddhist-
churchesofamerica.org/music and also has been added to the
BCA Music YouTube channel gatha playlist hteps://www.
youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUP6bBfcX20CkMYqa3iew-I-sOR-

BjnvWO0

PANDA
FUNDRAISER
JUNE 2, 2023, FRI

CODE:

914467
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