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‘Awesome Gathering’

A total of 12 BCA ministers and Minister’s Assistants are shown at the opening
service of the 72nd Annual Northwest District Buddhist Convention held in Seattle
over the President’s Day weekend. Shown, in first row from the left from front to back,
are: Rev. Kosho Yukawa (BCA Minister Emeritus), Rev. Kathy Chatterton (Tokudo)
and Rev. Irene Goto (Tokudo); in second row from front to back are: Rev. Yuki
Sugahara, Rev. Jerry Hirano, Rev. Takashi Miyaji and Rev. Anne Spencer (Kyoshi): in
third row from front to back are: Bishop Kodo Umezu, Rev. Matthew Hamasaki, Rev.
Katsuya Kusunoki and Rev. Jim Warrick (Kyoshi): and in fourth row from front to back,
are: Rev. Donald Castro (BCA Minister Emeritus), Rev. Fred Pelger (Tokudo) and Rev.
Matt May (Tokudo). “It was an awesome gathering of BCA ministers and Minister’s
Assistants,” BCA Bishop Kodo Umezu said. “It was impressive to see.”

300 Attend Northwest

District Convention

By Sharon Kosai
White River Buddhist Temple

Over President’s Day weekend, more
than 300 attendees from the Northwest,
California and Canada came together
to attend the 72nd Annual Northwest
District Buddhist Convention hosted by
White River Buddhist Temple.

The entire weekend was planned
around embracing the theme of “Com-
passion, Gratitude, Community.”

The goal of the convention commit-
tee was to emphasize that community
goes well beyond the four walls of our
temples, our culture, and our limited
view of what we know. The purpose was
to live the life of the Nembutsu and to
appreciate the relevancy of Buddhism
in our everyday lives, not just focus on
the everyday complexities of keeping our
temples afloat. We are all in this world
together so what can we do to bring us
together as a community to work towards

a more peaceful world, a world of col-
laboration, and a world of diversity to
make us stronger.

Featured guests included: Walker
Stahle, who shared experiences from an
addiction recovery program; Anthony
Gipe, who spoke on LGBTQ issues and
Buddhism and the importance of looking
at a person as a whole and not just one
identity; author and professor Duncan
Williams, who wrote “American Sutra,”
a book on the Buddhist experience in the
Japanese American internment camps; a
young petsons’ panel on the future of the
BCA; and seven ministers who presented
on various topics related to the theme
throughout the weekend.

The keynote speaker, Rev. Matthew
Hamasaki of the Buddhist Church of
Sacramento, spoke on the importance of
gratitude, its positive effects on yourself
and others, and how this cycle of happi-
ness truly speaks to the teachings of the

Continued on Page 6

BCA FBWA Receives $15,000

IBS Donation From Hawaii

By Janice Doi
San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin
and Peggy Okabayashi
Buddhist Church of Florin

The Buddhist Churches of America Federation
of Buddhist Women’s Associations received a check
of more than $15,000 from the Honpa Hongwanji
Mission Hawaii Federation of Buddhist Women’s
Associations.

The check -- for the IBS Eshinni Kakushinni
chair -- was presented March 2 to Janice Doi and
Peggy Okabayashi, the current Secretaries General

16" World Buddhist Women’s Convention

August 30 - September 1, 2019

San Francisco Marriott Marquis
San Francisco, California

Keynote Speakers:
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for the BCA FBWA. Doi and Okabayashi represent
the BCA FBWA at the World Federation of Jodo
Shinshu Hongwanji-ha Buddhist Women’s Associa-
tion meetings and functions.

Doi and Okabayashi attended the the Honpa
Hongwanji Mission Hawaii Federation of Buddhist
Women’s Associations meeting to promote the
World Buddhist Women’s Convention, which will
be held over Labor Day weekend in San Francisco.
The meeting was held at the Honpa Hongwangji
Hawaii Betsuin in Honolulu.

The Hawaii donation was made to an endowed
chair at the Institute of Buddhist Studies honoring
the efforts of Eshinni and Kakushinni to preserve
and promote Jodo Shinshu.

The chair, established in 2013 by BCA Bishop
Kodo Umezu and the Northwest District, has a goal
of $3 million. It was suggested that if each Jodo
Shinshu temple in the world contributed $300, the
goal would be achieved. At the April 2018 special
meeting in Kyoto, the resolution was unanimously
adopted by the WFJSHBWA and at that time, Ha-
waii gave its wholehearted support. Hawaii exceeded
its goal of $11,000, which was based on $300 from
each of their temples.

On March 2, at the Hawaii meeting, Bishop
Eric Matsumoto, his wife Tamayo Matsumoto,
Hawaii federation President Lois Toyama, her
cabinet and the delegates from ecach of the is-
lands warmly greeted Doi and Okabayashi.
They listened as Doi and Okabayashi gave a presen-
tation and encouraged them to attend the WBWC in
San Francisco.

For the WBWC convention, the Hawaii fed-
eration members have ordered matching purple polo
shirts with a different colored logo for each island
and are making matching leis, which they plan to
give away to a new friend made at the convention.
They practiced their entertainment -- a lovely hula

i

Lois Toyama, president of the Hawaii Buddhist Women’s
Federation, presents a check of more than $15,000 to Janice
Doi and Peggy Okabayashi for the Eshinni and Kakushinni IBS
endowed chair on March 2 at the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii
Betsuin in Honolulu. Shown, from left, are Peggy Okabayashi,
Janice Doi, Toyama, Tamayo Matsumoto and Bishop Eric
Matsumoto. Okabayashi and Doi are the BCA Federation of
Buddhist Women’s Association’s Secretaries General to the World
Buddhist Women’s Federation.Tamayo Matsumoto is the wife
of Bishop Eric Matsumoto, the Bishop of the Honpa Hongwanji
Mission of Hawaii.

dance and a song by BJ Soriano.

As part of the WBWC presentation, Okabayashi
introduced the BCA’s Arigato Obaachan campaign
and discovered that the Hawaii federation repre-
sentatives were eager to express appreciation for the
sacrifices of their grandmothers, mothers and other
significant women in their lives.

“It is easy for us to forget and fail to appreciate
that our Hawaiian sisters and others from Japan,
South America and Canada are making personal
financial sacrifices in order to attend our conven-
tion,” Doi and Okabayashi said in a statement after
the Hawaii trip. “Having gone to Hawaii and mak-
ing contact with the convention attendees has given
us a personal connection, which we know will only
strengthen when they come to San Francisco.

“As we continue our preparation for the conven-
tion, knowing that others worldwide are anxiously
looking forward to coming to learn and to share the
teachings with one another gives us encouragement
and energy to ensure that they have a wonderful
experience,” the statement continued.
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By Rev. Kodo Umezu
BCA Bishop

voice, “Don’t be afraid to share
the teaching. You are in the
position to make changes in
the world.”

He emphasized that we can
change our attitude by being
educated with right informa-
tion -- meaning the Dharma.

It is so true that we can
change ourselves and others by
bringing the Dharma to us. Or
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Education of the Buddha

be very difficult for people to
understand and accept it, but
he never gave up. He went from
village to village to share the
treasure of the Dharma. By do-
ing so, he was educating people
lictle by litcdle. Many people
listened to him. They followed
him and enjoyed listening to
his messages. This is the basic
Buddhist education shown by

completely opposite. If we do
not allow the Dharma to come
into our life, we won’t be able
to find the true fulfillment.

I was so encouraged by
the couple and I am more
determined to dedicate myself
for the original mission of the
BCA -- to share the wonderful
treasure with all people.

We, at the same time, need

My wife Janet and I were
invited to the San Luis Obispo
Buddhist Church’s famous crab
feed fundraiser as the temple’s
guests in February. As we were
standing in the line to receive
the food, we started a chatting
with a couple in front of us.

Our conversations took us
to the issue of LGBTQ (lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender and
queer). After finding out that I
was the Bishop of the Buddhist
Churches of America, the hus-
band said to me with a strong

the Dharma wants to come into
us. After becoming enlight-
ened, Gautama Siddhartha sat
under the Bodhi tree savoring
his great realization for a long
time. At the same time, he was
hesitant to share what he came
to realize with people, because
he thought that people would
not understand
of his realization. It was then
the Indian god descended and
told him to get up and go out
to share the real truth with
everyone.

The truth he discovered was
so profound. He knew it would

Shakyamuni

temples where we
Dharma education.

Dharma.
the contents

sionate eyes see the

Buddha
years ago. It is called turning
of the Wheel of Dharma.

And today, we have our

together to receive the same

given the place to hear the
Therefore,
practice is to keep listening to
the Dharma. Listening to the
compassionate words of the
Buddha eventually changes our
way of seeing the world by its
own virtues. How we see the
world and how the compas-

to understand that it takes time
to “educate” us. It is a slow pro-
cess, but a sure way to change
our way of living our lives. By
appreciating the Dharma, we
can treat each other with more
respect and help contribute to
make the world a better place
for us and our children to live.

Let us place a great value
in our temples and churches
and let us keep listening to the
wonderful teachings transmit-
ted to us through many genera-
tions.

Happy Hana Matsuri!

Gassho
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can get
We are

our

world is

Lancaster Praises BCA’s Role,
Success in Spreading Buddhism

By Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto
IBS President and Vice President of Academic Affairs

On March 7, an IBS and CBE Sym-
posium, “Hearing the Light: Innovation
and Compassion in American Pure Land
Buddhism,” took place during the BCA
National Council meeting in Phoenix,
Arizona.

Dr. Lewis Lancaster, Professor Emeri-
tus of UC Berkeley, and Dr. Scott Mitch-
ell, IBS Dean, gave marvelous talks, which
explored the theme of the event. I would
like to reflect on Dr. Lancaster’s keynote
address, “Measure of Success: The Bud-
dhist Churches of America.”

Dr. Lancaster, it should be noted, has
been a friend and active supporter of BCA
and IBS for over six decades. He is both
an insider and outsider—a close friend
of Jodo Shinshu and BCA and a person
with a profound understanding of the

transmission of Buddhism worldwide. He
is, therefore, the perfect person to speak
about the BCA from both a closely in-
volved perspective and a broad, historical
standpoint.

His talk basically expressed his dis-
agreement with an opinion, often voiced
by BCA folks, that BCA has not been a
success. | would paraphrase his talk in
this way: We BCAers sometimes don’t see
the forest for the trees. In other words,
we often get so caught up in the minute
details of temple or organizational issues
that we lose sight of the big picture. And
so, he offered to talk about the success of
BCA by placing it within the sweeping
landscape of the historical and cultural
spread of Buddhism.

After describing what he called the

“great circle of Buddhism” that developed
in Asia over the course of thousands of
years, Dr. Lancaster looked at the outward
expanse of that great circle. Who would be
the first to break out of it and spread Bud-
dhism worldwide? It was, he explained,
the Japanese immigrants, who in the 19th
century brought their dreams, families
and religious consciousness to Hawaii and
then to mainland America.

At a time when Buddhism was begin-
ning to enter the consciousness of the
American people, Myonyo Shoénin, the
Abbot of Nishi Hongwanji, sent Shinsha
priests overseas to study Western religions
and later dispatched Hongwanji mis-
sionaries to San Francisco. For the first

Continued on Page 6

Ice of Blind Passion Turns Into Water

By Rev. Katsuya Kusunoki
Rinban, Seattle Buddhist Temple

One morning
in  February, 1

found everything
mantled in a
sheet of white

snow. When I saw
Wisteria Park in
front of the temple
through the
window, it was so
beautiful. 1 really
enjoyed the time
of having my morning coffee while watch-
ing the beautiful scenery. The experience
was special and interesting for me because
I have lived only in warm places before,
like Nagasaki, Zimbabwe and California.

That morning, my wife, son, and I
went out and played in the snow. It was
not easy to make a snowman because it
was a dry snow. We sled over the snow

and dived into the snow. We enjoyed a
fun time.

At that time, one member came to
the temple to clear the road of snow and
sprinkle salt. I learned what I need to do
when it snows a lot, besides play with
snow. The snow in front of the temple did
not melt quickly because it is on the north-
side and there is not much sunlight. A few
days later, the road became icy, especially
where people or cars tramped hard on the
snow. I found a lot of our icy footprints
where we played. So, the roads were very
icy and slippery. We had trouble walking.
We could not drive anywhere. I realized
that I could not go grocery shopping or to
the doctor or hospital, if someone got sick
or injured. I learned about difficulties in
living in a heavy snow area.

Seattle is not the only place that had
snow. I heard that California also had
snow. It must be a blessed snow because
they often have severe drought. When I
was still living in California, one person
told me, “Having rain is not enough to

of Enlightenment

resolve drought. The mountains have to
have snow. The snow melts little by little
and provides water for us. It brings us the
blessings of nature.”

Shinran Shonin said in his hymn
“Wasan”:

Through the benefit of the unhindered

light,

We realize shinjin of wvast, majestic
virtues,

And the ice of our blind passions neces-

sarily melts, Immediately becoming water of

enlightenment

The hindered light is the Amida Bud-
dha’s wisdom and compassion. Shinjin is
the “entrusting mind” which we are given
by Amida Buddha.

In this hymn, Shinran Shonin com-
pared the ice to our blind passion and the
water to enlightenment. Buddhists’ goal
is to attain enlightenment. One who at-
tained enlightenment has no blind passion
(bonno).

Continued on Page 6
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1000Correction

The March 2019 issue of
the Wheel of Dharma should
have includes Rev. and Mrs.

John Doami among the
donors listed in the 1000 x
$1000 x 4 fundraising pro-

gram.
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By Richard A. Stambul
BCA President

It’s a Friday morning and
I'm rushing to catch a plane
from my local Burbank airport
in time to attend the Northwest
District Council Meeting in
Seattle. The announcement
we all dread comes over the
airport PA system loud and
clear: “Alaska flight 1021 is
cancelled.” The next non-stop
flight is five hours later. De-
termined to make the meeting
and to attend the 72nd Annual
Northwest Buddhist Confer-
ence being held simultaneously,
I rebook.

I decide to put these extra
five hours to good use. I drive
a few minutes down the block
to famous 42-year old Porto’s
Cuban Bakery and Café. I treat
myself to papas rellenas (fried
potato balls that are among
Rev. Jerry Hirano’s favorites!),

Memorable Northwest Weekend Filled
With ‘Compassion, Gratitude, Community’

a chicken empanada, and a
double espresso. I find a table,
plug myself into my favorite
music, and catch up on BCA
work for the next four hours.
Time to leave for Seattle.

I arrive 40 minutes late for
the Friday evening meeting. I
marvel at the skill with which
John Inge, the District Council
President, guides the meet-
ing through the agenda. I’d
watched John at a Northwest
meeting a year before with the
same admiration. Everyone is
focused on the business at hand.
I am particularly impressed by
the Northwest District Shin
Buddhist Grant program which
provides scholarships for min-
isters in training at IBS and in
Japan.

The Northwest Buddhist
Conference spans the weekend.
My gratitude to the conference
co-chairs who planned and
executed a riveting weekend
conference, Charlene Grinolds,
Sharon Kosai, and Valerie
Yamanaka, with significant as-
sistance from Rev. Jim Warrick
and countless other BCA min-
isters and Northwest District

members.

Some of the highlights
include a keynote address from
Rev. Matt Hamasaki on the
conference theme, “Compas-
sion, Gratitude, Community.”
His casual speaking style laced
with good humor and plain talk
is engaging.

Rev. Kodo Umezu, our BCA
Bishop, addresses the hundreds
of members in attendance
several times during the confer-
ence about his favorite subject,
Shinran Shonin, as well as
sharing some moving personal
reflections.

Later on Saturday, I listen
to panelists Jason Yokoyama,
Emily Ko, and Emma Inge,
who lead a workshop about
their own experiences encoun-
tering Shin Buddhism and as
future leaders of the Dharma. I
feel that our future is already in
the good hands of our youngest
members.

Rev. Jerry Hirano leads a
workshop on temple culture
and the Jodo Shinshu under-
standing of compassion. He
emphasizes that all our temples
must develop a culture based on

Jodo Shinshu teachings. Rev.
Hirano wears many BCA hats:
resident minister of Salt Lake
Buddhist Temple; supervising
minister of Ogden, Honeyville,
and Idaho-Oregon Buddhist
temples; co-director of the BCA
Center for Buddhist Education;
co-executive assistant to Bishop
Umezu; and director of the
Minister’s Assistant Program.
Dr. Duncan Ryuken Wil-
liams, a well-known professor
of Japanese studies and the
author of a new book, “Ameri-
can Sutra: A Story of Faith and
Freedom in the Second World
War,” leads another workshop.
Dr. Williams presents a work-
shop about his new publication
(which T highly recommend)
and provides us with Dharma
lessons from World War II.
One story concerns a Japa-
nese farmer living in pre-war
California. He is fearful for his
family’s safety, and deeply con-
cerned that the FBI will find
his collection of books, letters,
and family mementos and con-
clude he is un-American simply
because they are all written or
annotated in kanji and hira-

gana. He burns them all.

However, he cannot bring
himself to burn a collection
of Buddhist sutras handed
down by his family over several
generations. Instead, he buries
them near a fruit tree located
behind the family farmhouse.
Later, after his release from in-
carceration along with 120,000
others, he returns to his farm.
He was forced, like thousands
of other Japanese in America,
to sell his family farm for pen-
nies on the dollar before being
incarcerated. Sadly, the trees
are all cut down, and despite
his best efforts, he is never able
to recover the lost sutras.

There are eight more equally
compelling workshops that I
hear about from others, and I
regret I can’t attend them all.

It is a great Buddhist con-
ference. I offer my gratitude
to all the members of White
River Buddhist Temple who
hosted it, as well as to all the
members of the Northwest
District Council of the Bud-
dhist Churches of America. It
is a real Namo Amida Butsu
weekend!

BCA Ministers,

National Council
Meet in Phoenix

By Dr. Kent Matsuda
Enmanji Buddhist Temple

The BCA Ministers’ Asso-
ciation and National Council
meetings were held March
6-10 in Phoenix, Arizona,
covering a variety of issues,
including approving the BCA
budget, announcing a visit
this year by Monshu Kojun
Ohtani, and exploring the
possibility of selling or leasing
BCA headquarters.

BCA Bishop Rev. Kodo
Umezu announced that Mon-
shu Kojun Ohtani will be
visiting BCA temples in the
Northwest and Southern dis-
tricts in the fall after attending
the World Buddhist Women’s
Convention (WBWC) in San
Francisco.

The Bishop told the council
that Rev. Masanari Yamagishi
was assigned to the Buddhist
Church of Lodi and the Wal-
nut Grove Buddhist Church
in August 2018, and that Rev.
Kurt Rye resigned from the
BCA at the end of 2018.

Rev. Patricia Usuki, gicho
of the BCA Ministers’ Asso-
ciation, informed the council
delegates that the 2019 Sum-
mer Seminar (Fuken) will be
held in conjunction with the
WBWC. The BCA Ministers’
Association business meeting
will take place at the Jodo
Shinshu Center on Aug. 29.

On Aug. 30, they will go to
the WBWC in San Francisco.
There would be no registra-
tion fee for the Fuken, but
temples were asked to pay for
the ministerss WBWC regis-
tration, whether the minister
attends or not.

Charles Ozaki, president
of the BCA Endowment
Foundation, reported that
the foundation’s investment
portfolios lost money in 2018.
The Growth A Fund lost 8
percent; the Growth B Fund
lost 7.6 percent; the Growth
and Income Fund lost 5.4
percent; and the Income Fund
lost 1 percent.

Jeff Matsuoka, BCA trea-
surer, told the delegates that
$127,000 was raised for the
Dana Fund in the past year.
The money was to be used for
Buddhist education.

The BCA budget was
passed and the anticipated per
member dues will be $143.06,
up from $138.78 last year.
The BCA made its annual
loan payment of $134,600 to
the Endowment Foundation.
In October 2018, the BCA
was able to pay an additional
$88,600 against the principal.

Steve Terusaki, BCA vice
president and chair of the En-
dowment Foundation’s Joint
Committee on Development,
told the National Council that
a new major capital campaign
is in the works.

Sandy Sacki and Eiko
Masuyama, co-chairs of the
BCA Archives and Historic
Preservation Committee, told
the National Council that the
BCA Archives have now been
gifted and physically delivered
to UCLA.

A short video about the
BCA Archives moving to
UCLA was shown to the Na-
tional Council. The UCLA
Archives Department consid-
ers the BCA Archives Collec-
tion the most significant and
extensive collection of 20th
century Buddhist and Japa-
nese American history in the
United States.

The BCA Strategic and
Financial Planning Commit-
tee was formed after last year’s
National Council meeting in
response to an effort to sell the
BCA headquarters building
and the Bishop’s residence.
This committee was looking
at solutions to dealing with
BCA’s $3.5 million loan to
the Endowment Foundation
and use of the BCA properties.

The National Council
voted to have: BCA look at
renegotiating the loan with
the Endowment Foundation;
prioritize maintenance items
in the BCA budget; negoti-
ate with any “BCA-friendly”
organization that may want to
buy or lease the headquarters
building; support the Endow-
ment Foundation’s plan for a

The BCA Ministers’ Association and National Council meetings were held
March 6-10 in Phoenix, Arizona. A variety of issues were covered and
discussed, including approving the BCA budget, announcing a visit this year by
Monshu Kojun Ohtani, and exploring the possibility of selling or leasing BCA
headquarters. (Courtesy of Michael Endo)

major capital campaign; and
raise $1 million for mainte-
nance projects, next year’s loan
payment, and a pilot project
to help livestream Dharma
talks to the Central California
District temples.

The National Council
voted not to sell the Bishop’s

Continued on Page 6
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‘Ministers House’
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This illustration by Tessa Asato
of the White River Buddhist Tem-
ple depicts the ministers in place
of the hosts of the Japanese reality
TV show, “Terrace House.” The
ministers were in attendance at the
72nd Annual Northwest District
Buddhist Convention held over the
President’s Day weekend in Seattle.
The illustration is of, from left to
right: Rev. Yuki Sugahara, Rev.
Takashi Miyaji, Rev. Katsuya Ku-
sunoki, Rev. Jim Warrick, Bishop
Umezu, Rev. Jerry Hirano, and
Rev. Matt Hamasaki entering the
room.
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Arigato Obaachan (Thank You Grandmother) Campaign Donors and Honorees

The Buddhist Churches of America Federation
of Buddhist Women’s Associations (FBWA) has
been receiving special donations in support of the
16th World Buddhist Women’s Convention, to be
held from August 30 to September 1, 2019 in San
Francisco.

The names below represent women being rec-
ognized and honored for their sacrifice, hard work,
dedication, generosity, pursuit of the Buddha-
Dharma, and help in the propagation of Jodo Shinshu
Buddhism.

In recognizing your Obaachan, mother, aunt, sis-
ter, or group of women, you are also honoring them
for the very special role they have played in your life.

Your name, together with the names of those you
wish to honor, will be written on colored “Bodhi
Leaves” corresponding to your donation level (please
see donation form). The Bodhi leaves will be put on
display throughout the weekend at the World Bud-
dhist Women’s Convention this summer.

To donate and honor the special women in your
life, please go to the wbwc.org website and click on
the “Donation” button to download the form.

For information or question, please contact Terrie
Masuda at terriemasuda@wbwconvention.org.

Donors are listed first, followed by the honoree’s
name(s) in bold print. Thank you to all of the donors,
and Arigatou Obaachan and all honorees!

Phyllis Sugimoto & Elaine Sug-
imoto-Jones ~ Kiku Sugimoto,
Moschel Kadokura ~ Christine
Kadokura, Miyoko Yuki, Misao
Yamate, Sakamoto Family - Mer-
ry Sakamoto, Nagafuji Families -
Mrs. Mitsuko Nagafuji, Midwest
Buddhist Temple Golden Agers

~ MBT Golden Agers Issei and
Nisei, JoAnne Hayashida - Marie
Teiko Kido, May Hisako Hayas-
hida, M. Mariko Yamashita -
Toshi Yamashita, Mani B. Ryan
~ Masa Nishinaga, The Kawa-
batas -~ Yoshiye (Yo) Kawabata,
Denise & Tami Nomura-Dent ~
Yoshiye (Yo) Kawabata, Tami
Nomura-Dent ~ Mitsu and
Mary Shigaya, Tami Nomura-
Dent ~ Sylvia Nomura, Yacko
Hirotsuka - Yukino Nakashima,

ily - Betty Furusho, Alice Sato,
Chisato Tanimura, Fumiko
Tanimura, Masaye Tanimura,
Sachi Tanimura, Stacy Nii-Eastly
- Kazuko Nii, Shizue Nii, Norio
Umezu Hall - Peggy Nakamoto,
Atsuko Umezu, Sachi Fudenna -
Sakue Kamiji, Hamano Fuden-
na, Kemi Nakabayashi - Misao
Kaneko, Marion Dumont,
Sandy Yamakishi - Lillie Natsue
Yamakishi, Sandy Yamakishi -
Auntie May Yoshihara, Sandy
Yamakishi ~ Juki Morikawa,
Jack & Betty Mori ~ Tsuru
Nakatani, Jack & Betty Mori ~
Tomiko Harada, Imogene Imada
~ Toshiye Imada, Arthur &
Robin Shinagawa -~ Mary Sugi-
moto, May Kurimoto, Peggy
Kurimoto, Naomi Oda - Chiyo

Obaachan, Greg, Marlene &
Deborah Aso - In Memory of
Alice I. Santo, Jean Fukunaga -
Kazuye Fukunaga, Julie Yumi
Hatta ~ Tamako Matano and
Sode Hatta, Sadako Kashiwagi

~ Shizuno Nimura and Hisa
Horiuchi, Min and Suzanne
Yamada ~ Kiyoko Yamada and
Merry Sakamoto, Susan Sakuma
~ Toyomi Kitsuwa and Tamaye
K. Sakuma, Susan Sakuma -
Koto Sakuma and Minne F.
Sakuma

Correction: We apologize for
the errors (correction under-
lined) appearing on the previ-
ous acknowledgement: Tami
Horita Louie & Family ~ Kikuye
Kamibayashi, Kimi Horita, May

Shigeko Taira, Tanimura Fam-

Tawara, Anonymous - Arigato

Hirota.

EcoSangha -- Past, Present and Future --
Is Theme of 22nd Annual Nembutsu Seminar

. we should be mindful to act compassionately
toward the other living things with whom we share
this world.

— Lady Takeko Kujo, “Leaves
of My Heart,” Page 56

By Edythe Vassall
Berkeley Buddhist Temple

About 70 people gathered for the 22nd An-
nual Nembutsu Seminar at the San Mateo Buddhist
Temple on Feb. 9 for an interactive discussion of
the theme “EcoSangha: Jodo Shinshu Buddhism and
Ecology.”

The speaker, Rev. Donald Castro, is Rimban
Emeritus of the Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple. He
founded of the EcoSangha Movement in the Buddhist
Churches of America (BCA) back in the late 1970s.

“To be a Buddhist is automatically to be both an
ecologist and a conservationist,” he said. “Buddhism
is not just ecology, however. Ecology is science and
Buddhism goes beyond science. Being based on a
medical model (the Four Noble Truths), Buddhists
are always working for a cure. Ecologists tell us the
world is in peril from many sources; conservationists
seek a cure. This is why Buddhists are both ecologists
and conservationists.”

The Past

After a brief service led by Rev. Henry Adams,
Rev. Castro explained how the connection between
Buddhism and ecology started the moment Shakya-
muni Buddha attained enlightenment and touched
Mother Earth, declaring her to be his witness. Rev.
Castro then shared a story illustrating how the early
sangha practiced a “model recycling program”:

Ananda was so pleased when Queen Syamavati
offered him 500 robes for the Buddha’s sangha that
King Udyana questioned his honesty. He asked
Ananda what he was going to do with the new gar-
ments. “Distribute them among those who are in
rags.” And the old garments? “Make bedcovers out
of them.” And the old bedcovers? “Make them into
pillowcases.” And the old pillowcases into floor cov-
ers; the old floor covers into foot towels; the old foot

Rev. Don Castro, left, and Rev. Henry Adams display the
EcoSangha logo showing the enlightened Shakyamuni Buddha in
the Earth-touching posture.

towels into floor mops; and finally, they would tear
the old floor mops into pieces, mix them with mud,
and use the mud to plaster the house walls.

Rev. Castro said that Rennyo Shonin would have
been a strong environmentalist. Rennyo once found
a scrap of paper on the floor, raised the paper to his
head and said, “Who could waste this paper? It also
comes from Amida Buddha.” Similarly, the famous
Vietnamese monk Thich Nhat Hanh has commented
that everything in the universe which is not paper is
in a sheet of paper. All the elements, causes, and con-
ditions needed to make a piece of paper are contained
within it.

The Present

Many Japanese Americans may recall cheir grand-
mother using the word “mottainai” as she picked
up every grain of rice that spilled out of the wash
water. The basic meaning is “it’s a shame to waste.”
However, mottainai goes beyond that. For example,
if you throw away the lunch your mother made for
you, you are also throwing away the love with which
she made it.

The mottainai concept was promoted interna-

Continued on Page 5
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(Thank You Grandmother)

Since 1900, Buddhist women have been the foundation for the
_propagation of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism in the Buddhist Churches
of America. Through their sacrifice, hard work, dedication, gen-
erosity, and pursuit of the Buddha Dharma, they showed us all
how to “Live the Nembutsu”. Let us honor and say thank you to
our Grandmothers, Mothers, Aunties and other female relatives
by making a special donation in their names in support of the
2019 World Buddhist Women’s Convention in San Francisco, Cali-

fornia.
Donation levels are as follows:
Gold Bodhi Leaf $1,000 and up
* TK Sitver Bodhi Leaf $100 to $999 * v
N x Bronze Bodhi Leaf $50 to $99 x Yy
*\ Lavender Bodhi Leaf  $20 to $49 / *

16" ‘World Buddhist Women’s Convention

“Arigato Obaachan”
(Thank You Grandmother)

Donation Form

Donor Name(s):

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Telephone Number:

Donation Amount: $

Honoree Name(s):

Please make check payable to: BCA FBWA

Please mail completed form and payment to:

BCA Federation of Buddhist Women’s Association
c/o San Mateo Buddhist Temple

Drawer J — Main Post Office

San Mateo, CA 94402

Attn: 16" WBWC

If you have any questions, please contact: Karen Suyama by email at

karensuyama@wbwconvention.org

BCA FBWA is a duly recognized organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code. Tax ID #94-1498382

SACBC Restores Enduring

Hanamatsuri Tradition --
the Hanamido

By Karen Fujii
Southern Alameda County Buddhist Church

Southern Alameda County Buddhist Church,
which was founded in 1962, celebrates the birth of
Siddartha Gautama every April.

And one of the church’s enduring traditions has
been the church’s han-
amido -- which has been
at every Hanamatsuri since
1965.

The hanamido is deco-
rated with flowers, which
symbolize Lumbini’s
garden. In the center, a
small statue of Buddha is
placed in a shallow metal
bowl filled with sweet tea.
The Sangha members pour
sweet tea on the statue,
which represents the rain
that legend says fell when
Siddartha was born.

After more than 50
years, the Hanamido
showed signs of aging.
The wood at the base of
the hanamido had warped,
resulting in an uneven
surface. Other signs

This hanamido, which
dates back to 1965, was
refurbished last year by
Sangha members of the
Southern Alameda County
Buddhist Temple. It will

be used once again for
this year’s Hanamatsuri.
of (Courtesy of Southern
Alameda County Buddhist

Church,
Continued on Page 6 urch)
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2018 Friends of IBS Annual Giving Program List of Donors

The Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS) wishes to
extend its heartfelt appreciation to the generous do-
nors who supported the 2018 Friends of IBS Annual
Giving Program.

The generous support insures the continued
growth of Buddhist education in America. We ask for
your continued support.

Because of the generosity of our Friends of IBS,
the following was raised in 2018: accreditation,
$50,000; new endowments and addition to existing
endowments, $210,350; institutional development
(general), $30,653.81; IBS general scholarship fund
for all students, $70,233; ministerial scholarships,
$12,625; and BCA FBWA Eshinni/Kakushinni Fund,
$9,820 (total to date $67,770).

Our grand total is $383,681.81 for 2018.

The following is the list of donors who gave from
June 1 to Dec. 31, 2018.

ENDOWMENTS: $210,350

Folick Family Trust

Ms. Gloria Fujimoto

Mrs. Carle Hirahara

Ms. Aki E. Nagatomi — June Memorial
Ms. Faye Ogasawara

Ms. Grace Takahashi

Rev. Dr. Seigen Yamaoka

Takeo Yuki Charitable Trust

ESHINNI/KAKUSHINNI CHAIR: $9,820

Mr. Robert, Mrs. Deanna & Ms. Emma Hanashiro - in memory of
Toshio & Tomoko Kawamoto

Buddhist Temple of Salinas

Gardena Buddhist Church Buddhist Women’s Association

Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Betsuin Buddhist Women’s Asso-
ciation - in celebration of LA Betsuin BWA’s centennial

Orange Gounty Buddhist Church Buddhist Women’s Association
Salinas Buddhist Dharma School

Salinas Young Buddhist Association

Salt Lake Buddhist Women’s Association

San Fernando Valley Hongwanji Buddhist Temple Buddhist Women’s
Association

Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Women’s Association

Southern District Buddhist Women’s Association

Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple Buddhist Women’s Association

GENERAL/INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT: $30,653.81

Mr. & Mrs. Tad Araki

Dr. Gordon Bermant

Mr. Bruce Buchholz, Mrs. Doreen Sakamoto, Max, Wolfgang &
Linus - in memory of Taeko Oda

Mrs. Koko Doami & Family — in memory of Rev. John Doami on the
occasion of IBS Annual Memorial Service

Ms. Kayoko Fujimoto

Ms. Kayoko Fujimoto — on the occasion of IBS Annual Memorial
Service

Mrs. Marianne Hane & Mr. Frank Oaks — on the occasion of IBS
Annual Memorial Service

Mrs. Masako Hane — on the occasion of IBS Annual Memorial

Service

Ms. Holly Hidinger

Dr. Clarence Hisatsune

Ms. Robbin Kawabata — in memory of Yoshiye Kawabata

Mr. & Mrs. Kuni Kitajima

Mr. Hidenori Kiyomoto

Rev. Masao Kodani

Mr. Morris & Mrs. Jane Kosakura

Mrs. Ruby Kuritsubo

Rev. & Mrs. William Masuda

Mr. Don Matsubara

Rev. Dr. David & Mrs. Diane Matsumoto

Mr. George & Mrs. Emiko Matsunaga

Mr. Roy & Mrs. Masako Matsuo

Mr. Andy Mayeda

Rev. Ronald Miyamura

Dr. Leroy Morishita & Mrs. Barbara Hedani-Morishita

Mrs. Michiko Mukai

Ms. Aki Nagatomi — in memory of Masatoshi & Masumi Nagatomi on
the occasion of IBS Annual Memorial Service

Mrs. Kiyo Nagatomi & Mr. Bruce Shimizu

Mrs. Jean Nomura

Mrs. Alice Ochi — in memory of Mrs. Shigeko Yamaoka

Mr. & Mrs. Tomiaki Okada — in memory of Koko Nishi

Mr. Rickey Ono

Mr. Eugene and Mrs. Yukiko Otake —in memory of Shigeko Yamaoka
Mr. Charles & Mrs. Teri Ozaki

Mr. Oscar & Mrs. Noriko Sakamoto — in memory of Hideo & Kiyomi
Yamashita

Mr. Richard Stambul

Mr. Paul & Mabel Tomita — in memory of Shigeko Yamaoka

Mr. Tomomi & Mrs. Toshiko Tsuchitani

Mrs. Sakaye Tsuji & Family — on the occasion of IBS Annual Memo-
rial Service

Mr. David & Mrs. Emily Ushijima — on the occasion of IBS Annual
Memorial Service

Ms. Carolyn Warhus — in memory of Hitoshi Takemori

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert S. Wong

Mrs. Grace & Mr. Jim Yamakawa — in memory of Satoshi Hane on
the occasion of IBS Annual Memorial Service

Mr. Larry & Mrs. Vickie Yamaoka

Rev. Dr. Seigen Y. Yamaoka — in memory of Shigeko Yamaoka on
the occasion of IBS Annual Memorial Service

Mrs. Marrie Yamashita — in memory of Rev. Seishin Yamashita,
Rev. Tairyo Hata, Dr. Toshihide Numata & Rev. Dr. Yehan Numata
on the occasion of IBS Annual Memorial Service

Mrs. Dorothy Yanagi

Rev. Janet Youth — in memory of Rev. Dr. Alfred Bloom

Buddhist Church of San Francisco Buddhist Women’s Association

Federation of Buddhist Women’s Association

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii

San Mateo Buddhist Temple Buddhist Women’s Association — Year-
end donation

IBS STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP: $70,233

Rev. Kenji & Mrs. Karen Akahoshi

Dr. Kiyoto & Mrs. Jeanette Arakawa

Mr. & Mrs. Tad Araki

Mrs. Dorothy Bloom — in memory of Alfred Bloom

Mr. Richard & Mrs. Emilie Endo

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Fujikawa

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fujikawa

Mr. Paul Harada & Mrs. Michelle Nishina

Mrs. Sharon Harada

Rev. Charles Hasegawa

Mr. Claude & Mrs. Keiko Hiramoto Hess

Mrs. Kiyome Hirayama

Ms. Mikiye Honda

Mr. Phil & Mrs. Yvette Hornig

Ms. Miyoko Kaneta - in memory of Mr. Kitaro & Mrs. Kiwayo Kaneta
Mr. & Mrs. Kuni Kitajima

Rev. Ronald & Mrs. Sayoko Kobata

Rev. & Mrs. Dean Koyama

Mrs. M. Carolyn Kunihiro

Mr. Richard & Mrs. Charlene Kuramoto

Mrs. Joyce Maniwa

Mrs. Chiyoko Masumoto

Mr. Bradley Menda

Ms. Linda Minamoto

Mr. & Mrs. Tomio Mitsunaga

Mr. Richard & Mrs. Yoko Miyagawa — in memory of Rev. Dr. Ta-
itetsu Unno

Mr. Sam & Mrs. Helen Mori

Mrs. Michiko Mukai

Rev. Brian Nagata

Mr. Ittsei & Mrs. Kiriye Nakagawa - in memory of Mr. Rodney Sadao
Baishiki

Mrs. Lynn & Mr. Mitchell Nakashima

Ms. Nancy Okada

Mr. & Mrs. Tomiaki Okada — in memory of Koko Nishi
Mr. Digger & Mrs. Agnes Sasaki

Rev. LaVerne & Mrs. Helen Sasaki

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Shintaku

Mrs. Celeste & Mr. Dan Sterrett

Ms. Phyllis Sugimoto

Ms. Sandra Takeda

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Terusaki — in memory of Shigeko Yamaoka
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Tsuchida

Mr. Landon Yamaoka

Mrs. Fusae Yoshida - in memory of Eiichi Yoshida
Takeo Yuki Charitable Trust

Buddhist Church of Oakland Dharma School

San Jose Betsuin Adult Buddhist Association

West Los Angeles Buddhist Temple

MINISTERIAL STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP: $12,625

Mrs. Koko Doami — in memory of Rev. John Doami

Mrs. Sharon Harada — in memory of Chizu Ase

Mrs. Sharon Harada — in honor of Brian Nagata

Mr. Milnes & Mrs. Nori Kurashige

Mrs. Aya Nagatomi-Windle & Mr. David Hoke Windle — in memory
of Masumi Nagatomi

Mr. Wilbur & Mrs. Iris Takashima

Rev. Dr. Seigen & Mrs. Shigeko Yamaoka

Rev. Dr. Seigen Yamaoka

Isao Hane Charitable Giving Fund (Mrs. Grace Yamakawa) - in
memory of Ichitaro and Hifuyo Hane

Oakland Buddhist Women’s Association

Eco-Sangha

Continued from Page 4

tionally by the late Professor
Wangari Maathai, a Kenyan
politician and environmental
activist who was awarded the
2004 Nobel Prize for Peace,
the first black African woman
to win a Nobel Prize. Professor

Maathai founded the Green
Belt Movement to reduce
plastic pollution in Kenya.

She visited Japan in February
2005, and mottainai resonated
with her.

Rev. Castro lamented the
lack of connection between
practice and enlightenment
in Jodo Shinshu Buddhism.
“Interdependence means we
have a personal responsibility
to take care of everyone and
everything,” he said. “When
one understands the fragile
nature of life, one treats things
differently.”  Compassionate
acts represent the working of
Amida’s power. Practice is the

best way to live and minimize
suffering. Practice can’t bring
enlightenment, but it can
express gratitude for being ac-
cepted “just as we are.”

Ideas for the Future

By practicing care for our
world, we are following our
principles, preserving re-
sources, and serving as a model
for our children. People might
complain that it costs more,
but what is the real cost?

Rev. Castro challenged the
participants to imagine this
scenario: It’s Obon in the fu-
ture. Our adult grandchildren
are dancing in 116-degree
weather. They are telling each
other, “Our grandparents had a
chance to do something about
this, but they didn’t.” Will we
do something, or will we squan-
der our children’s inheritance?
He added, “Looking back, I
would never have believed that
climate change deniers would
be calling the shots today.”

Originally, Rev. Castro had
wanted to start an EcoSangha

at every temple in the BCA and
beyond (and he did succeed in
helping to start an EcoSangha
at Seattle University). Now
he would be happy just to see
more ecological practices put
into place at more temples. In
particular, the huge amount of

questions daily: What have I
done for Mother Earth? What
have I done to Mother Earth?
What has Mother Earth done
for me?

Many other ideas
shared by participants. Several
mentioned that they save the

were

“To be a Buddhist is automatically to be both
an ecologist and a conservationist.”

-- Rev. Donald Castro

waste at our bazaars is an issue
needing to be addressed.

Rev. Castro would like to
see Earth Day on April 22 be
acknowledged as the common
holiday for Buddhists, the way
Christmas is for Christians.
The shared symbol would be
Shakyamuni Buddha in the
Earth-touching posture. He
also suggests we practice Nai-
kan self-reflection for Mother
Earth by asking ourselves these

cold water before the shower
and use it to flush the toilet or
to water plants. Others bring
their own utensils when eating
out instead of using disposable
ones.

A Dharma school teacher
tells her students, “Before you
start to throw something away,
think about where it came
from and where it is going.”
Another teacher noted that
the BCA Dharma School 6th

Grade Teachers’ Guide has two
chapters on interconnectedness
in nature and with nature.
Rev. Adams, who is on the
Federation of Dharma School
Teachers’ Leagues  board,
encouraged teachers to send
their eco-friendly ideas to him
at sanmateo.buddhist@gmail.
com.

The San Jose Betsuin’s
EcoSangha started on
Earth Day 10 years ago. Its
members think up eco-friendly
tips every month to share with
their sangha so people can keep
these ideas in mind and use
them, rather than doing things
in a quick and convenient but
wasteful manner. And Glenn
Kameda of Palo Alto Buddhist
Temple suggested we share
ideas and create a template
for an EcoSangha Workshop,
which could then be used by
all che temples.

Please try to do something
for our world every day and
especially this Earth Day on
April 22!

was
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A Short Presentation of Shin Buddhism

Editor’s Note: This is the first of
three articles that Bishop Kodo Umezu
would like to share with the readers of
the Wheel of Dharma. It was written
by Rev. Shitoku A. Peel of Belgium
some years ago and published as a small
booklet. Rev. Peel has influenced many
people in Europe. Please enjoy his ap-
preciation of Jodo Shinshu teaching.

By Rev. Shitoku A. Peel

Buddhism is a religious teach-
ing (“soteriology”) proclaimed in
the Northeast of present day India
during the 5th and 6th centuries.
Siddharta Gautama, the historical
Buddha, who is better known as
“Shakyamuni,” the Wise man of the
Shakya-clan.

All Buddhist teachings, however
diverse they may seem to the outsid-
ers, inherit the fundamental teach-
ing of the historical Buddha. Their
variety is determined by the spiri-
tual transmission of a tradition that is
maintained in writing in the 13,520
of the scriptural canon. Indeed, the
difference between the various Bud-
dhist schools and currents lies in their
interpretation and evaluation of these
scriptures.  Usually one Buddhist

school will put greater emphasis on a
certain doctrinal point than another.
Yet the main distinction between the
various schools rests in the method
recommended to render Buddha’s
Teaching into everyday-life.

In his “Four Noble Truths,”
Shakyamuni gave a precise and de-
tailed explanation of human existence,
and provided us with an expression of
an ideal way for all beings:

Each and every form of existence
is characterized by suffering. This
suffering should be understood in the
broadest sense: not only as pain, sick-
ness, old age and death, but also as all
mental, moral, psychological or spiri-
tual suffering, dissatisfaction, unrest,
all fears, frustrations, conflicts, and so
on. This suffering could be described
as the urge to possess and the fear of
loss.

The cause of this suffering can be
traced back, through desire and at-
tachment, to fundamental ignorance
(not a lack of learning!) namely, the
deep realization that all things and
beings are characterized by imperma-
nence and selflessness (egolessness or
non-self). This ignorance colors our
experience and creates an image of
the world that is based on illusion.
We consider the world and ourselves,

as center of that world, as everlasting.
We desire things, attach ourselves to
them and want to make them “ours.”
In this we miserably fail, because even
our own life escapes us. When things
we desire escape us, we experience
suffering.

When we can locate the cause of
this existential suffering, we can also
find the means to end the experience of
suffering. When we succeed in remov-
ing the cause of suffering we realize
the state of non-suffering. This state
of spiritual and mental perfection is
called “Nirvana”: the extinction of
illusion and thus of suffering. The
term “Nirvana” is also described as
“Enlightenment,” “Pure Land,” and
“Buddhahood.”.

The Noble Eightfold Path is the
pointing finger, the salvific method
that should allow us to overcome
existential suffering. It is a path of
Wisdom, Morality and Concentration
of Mind: (1) Right View, (2) Right
Intention, (3) Right Speech, (4) Right
Action, (5) Right Livelihood, (6)
Right Effort, (7) Right Mindfulness,
(8) Right Contemplation/Concentra-
tion.

-- Translated by Yuho B. Van
Parijs and Jokyo G. Getenby

NW Conference

Continued from Page 1

Nembutsu. He also emphasized trusting the
youth of the BCA and allowing them to make
mistakes and support them in their learning
process of taking temple leadership roles. His
relaxed demeanor was very refreshing and at-
tendees were impressed with his messages and
his connection with people of all ages.

The plenary speaker, Bishop Kodo Umezu,
shared his vision of the Hongwanji in the
United States and the relevance to the theme
of “Compassion, Gratitude, Community.” He
also shared a personal experience of how Bud-
dhist teachings could help answer questions
for those who are trying to find acceprance,
compassion, and gratitude in their hearts. All
in attendance were very appreciative of his
candor, sensitivity and hope for the future.

In the concluding workshop, White
River’s own Rev. Jim Warrick wrapped up
the weekend by tying together the theme of
“Compassion, Gratitude, Community” with a
synopsis of the weekend and temples can learn
to embrace that all are welcome.

After a full weekend of friendship, sharing,
learning, and fun, attendees walked away with
full hearts, stomachs, and minds.

In an effort to continue the theme, all do-
nations and osaisen offerings were donated to
three local community partners — the Auburn
Foodbank; the John Volken Academy; and
International Families Justice Coalition.

National Council

Continued from Page 3

residence.

Judy Kono, former chair of the
BCA Ad Hoc Special Functions
and Events Committee, reported
that BCA President Rick Stambul
dissolved the committee at the
committee’s request. The BCA
president would be able to continue
to establish “one-time event” com-
mittees, if needed.

The National Council delegates

voted in three new directors-at-
large: Glenn Inanaga of the Orange
County Buddhist Church; Steve
Terusaki of the Buddhist Church of
Oakland; and Tyler Moriguchi of
the Seattle Buddhist Temple.
Although the Gardena Buddhist
Church was the official host temple.
many people from Southern District
helped under the leadership of the
co-chairs, Terri Omori of Vista
Buddhist Temple and Arlene Miya
of the Gardena Buddhist Church,
and especially the members of the
Arizona Buddhist Temple. Sadly,

Charles Matsumoto of the Arizona
Buddhist Temple, one of the origi-
nal event coordinators, died before
the meetings.

This meeting marked the second
held in Phoenix, Arizona. The first
meeting was held in 1981.

Next year, the BCA Ministers’
Association and National Council
Meeting will be held Feb. 19-23,
2020, with the Northwest District
Buddhist Conference at the Hyatt
Regency Lake Washington in
Renton, Washington. The theme
will be “Dana for World Peace.”

Rev. Kusunoki

Continued from Page 2

When I think of myself, I com-
pare myself to other people and
envy them. When I watch TV or the
internet, my greedy mind for buying
something arises. While continuing
living my life like this, my desires
and attachments pile up in my mind.
These get hard and are stacked just
like snow, tramped hard, and become
like ice on the road. Once these get
stiffened and become the ice of blind
passion, it is not easy to melt them.
Moreover, the snow of desires and
attachments falls one after another.

Shinran Shonin showed a path to
people who cannot shovel and melt

snow. It is the Nembutsu (recitation
of Namoamidabutsu) path. It is the
path for people who stack snow and
ice and lose their way. The Nem-
butsu path is the path of listening.
We listen to the Buddha Dharma
and reflect upon our life. And then
we recite Namoamidabutsu (“I take
refuge in Amida Buddha”) to express
our appreciation.

While continuing to walk the this
Nembutsu path, we realize that the
ice of our blind passion melts and
becomes the water of enlightenment.
Because the snow of desires and at-
tachment falls one after another and
becomes the ice of blind passion,
it is important for us, as ordinary
people (bonbu), to keep walking the
Nembutsu path. What kind of snow

and ice do we have in our mind? We
put our hands together and keep
asking ourselves this question. The
Nembutsu path opens up where
we realize the snow and ice in our
minds.

Early in the morning on that
day, I was wartching outside. A car
stopped at my house. It was from the
post office. In this heavy snow, the
post office delivered a small package
to us. When I opened the package,
I found the Disney “Cars” toilet
training underpants that my wife
ordered several days before. My son
was so happy and wore them. In the
cold weather, they brought such a
soft and warm gift and heart. I felt
sorry for, and appreciated, their hard
work.

Hanamido

Continued from Page 4

aging included a column coming loose,
trim on the roof falling off, and paint

chipping.

In 2018, two board members, Bob
Kitajima and Paul Nakao, used their
wood crafting skills and made a new
stage, replaced the columns, and reat-
tached the trim. Sangha member Steve
Sanders gave the hanamido a new coat

of paint.

And the refurbished hanamido was
ready in time for last year’s Hanamat-

suri.

When Kitajima and Nakao turned
the base of the hanamido over, Japanese
writing or kanji was discovered on the
underside of the boards that spoke to its

beginnings.

the boards.

alone am holy.”

hang in the church’s hondo.

Yoshio Tamura, who built the han-
amido, hand painted the sacred words
with his brush that Siddartha is said to
have spoken immediately after his birth.
He wrote the words on the underside of

The saying reads: “Tenjo tenge yuiga
dokuson,” which translates as “In the

heaven above and the Earth below, I

The boards were replaced and now

Yoshio Tamura crafted the
hanamido, which was completed
in 1965. This is his name written
in kanji. (Courtesy of Southern
Alameda County Buddhist Church)

Rev. Matsumoto

Continued from Page 2

time in history, a
group of profes-
sional Buddhist
priests came from
the great circle of
Buddhism  and
began to teach
Buddhism in
America.

Dr. Lancaster
then recounted
many of the
“momentous
achievements” of
Shin  Buddhism
throughout its 120-year history in America:
creation of the North American Buddhism
Mission; building of temple communities;
survival through the World War II concentra-
tion camps; establishment of the Buddhist
Churches of America; remaking of lives and
communities; holding together and expanding
the fabric of a culture and religion among
different age groups and varieties of people
in cities and the heartland; and producing
literature, educational activities, newspapers,
booklets, online efforts to carry the Buddhist
message throughout the world.

He concluded his address with these words,
“BCA has been part of bringing into U.S.
culture a great religious tradition (Buddhism)
and has maintained a cohesive social group
that has continued for more than a century. If
that isn’t true success, I don’t know what is.”

Dr. offer profound
insight, grounded on his vast knowledge and
experience, as well as, I believe, a very strong
suggestion that from time to time we BCAers
need to take a step back from our focus on the
leaves, branches, bark and roots of the trees
(the vital organizational issues of money, poli-
cies, regulations, structures and the like), and
draw encouragement from the forest — the vast
“circle of Buddhism,” of which Jédo Shinshi
and the BCA have been vital, active and neces-
sary parts. And perhaps in this way, we might
also get a glimpse of the future of the world
and humanity, which has been made a bit
brighter by all of the many nembutsu follow-
ers of the past and present, who have been able
to “hear the power of Amida Buddha’s light”
and share it with the world.

Dr. Lewis Lancaster

Lancaster’s words
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