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By Ellen Crane,
Orange County Buddhist Church
Assistant Minister

Three groups of Dharma seckers con-
verged July 18-21 at the Jodo Shinshu
Center in Berkeley to take part in this
year’s annual Pacific Seminar sponsored
by BCA Center for Buddhist Education
and the Institute of Buddhist Studies to
explore the topic, “What Is Enlighten-
ment?”

The seminar brought together Minis-
ter’s Assistants, Jodo Shinshu Correspon-
dence Course students and interested
Dharma seekers to listen and learn from
special guest speakers from far and wide.

Headlining the list of eminent pre-
senters was Rev. Dr. Jerome Ducor from
Geneva, Switzerland, who received de-
grees from the University of Geneva and
Ryukoku University, taught at McGill

For Shinran, “enlightenment” has the
deeper and more nuanced connotation of

The annual Pacific Seminar held July 18-21 at the BCA’s Jodo Shinshu Center attracted Minister’s
Assistants, Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course students and interested Dharma Seekers.

Soto Zen perspective, which focused on
gyobutsu or “acting like a Buddha.” Ac-

Pacitic Seminar Ofters Triple Opportunity

ties of awakening that included aspects of
vision, insight, discernment, knowledge
and illumination. She said that “it is
possible, both gradually and suddenly, to
realize stages of the path of awakening, to
have a vision of nibbana, and to realize
it for oneself both in this life and at the
time of death ...”

Ms. Mayumi Kodani is a Ph.D. can-
didate in (Tibetan) Religious Studies at
UC Santa Barbara and has also studied
at Ryukoku University in Kyoto, Tibet
University in Lhasa and in Darjeeling,
India. Her presentation on Vajrayana
(Tibetan) Buddhism had the intriguing
title, “Enlightenment as Monsters — A
Grotesque View of Vajrayana Bud-
dhism.” Ms. Kodani explained that
because enlightenment is ineffable,
incomprehensible and transcends con-
ventional thought, we must relinquish
ordinary ways of understanding ultimate
reality. Through the grotesque figures

University in Canada, received ordina-
tion from the Nishi Hongwanji in Kyoto
and currently holds numerous positions
as a Buddhist scholar and minister in
Europe.

In a slight variation on the main
theme of the Pacific Seminar (“What
is Enlightenment?”), Dr. Ducor ad-
dressed the topic of “Shinran’s View of
Enlightenment?” He first explained that
Shakyamuni Buddha’s main focus was
deliverance or transcendence from life’s
dukkha (difficulties, frustrations, angst,
disappointments, and yes, suffering). To
that end, he formulated the Four Noble
Truths and the Eightfold Path of the
Noble as a way to eliminate the causes

of dukkha.

“awakening,” whereby the foolish being,
trapped in samsara, transcends suffering
and “awakens from the long night of
ignorance” to see Amida as the manifes-
tation of reality, embodying the truths of
impermanence and dependent co-arising,
or what Dr. Ducor calls, “interpenetra-
tion” — everything is connected. As we
recognize reality ever more clearly, we
awaken to the working of compassion
and wisdom and recognize it as Amida
and Namo Amida Butsu.

The afternoon session consisted of
presentations on the main theme by
three eminent speakers from the Zen,
Theravada and Vajrayana (Tibetan) tra-
ditions. Dr. Paula Arai, professor from
Louisiana State University, presented a

cording to Dr. Arai, “everything can
be Buddhist activity,” and illustrated
the point with an engaging story about
wiping a table top with a rag. Soto Zen
strives for zenki, total dynamic movement
in non-bifurcated engagement, which
seemed to mean acting with complete
awareness, i.e., mindfulness. For Zen,
“practice is enlightenment.” Cleaning a
table with engagement and respect, you
are enlightenment, and the rag is your
teacher.

Venerable Bhikkhuni Thathalo Theri
is an American-born member of the
Theravada Buddhist Sangha who entered
monastic life 30 years ago. With a gentle
warmth that bespoke a deep commitment
to her path, she explained the five quali-

and forms found in Vajrayana Buddhism,
Ms. Kodani illustrated how they help us
open our minds to heretofore inconceiv-
able possibilities beyond our realms of
experience, and to glimpse the possibility
of enlightenment.

For all three groups in attendance
at the summer Pacific Seminar, the
presentations were thought provoking
and informative. Minister’s Assistants
and Correspondence Course attendees
were treated to a special session with Dr.
Ducor on the topic of Shin Buddhism
in Europe, which was fascinating. For
everyone, there were ample opportuni-
ties to speak with old dharma friends
and meet new ones from many places,
including Canada.

Ministers” Summer Seminar Held in Oregon

Summer Seminar
participants in front of host
Oregon Buddhist Temple.

The annual BCA Ministers’ Summer Seminar
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Join Bishop Umezu

for Hoonko in Kyoto

Umezu is planning
to attend Hoonko
observances at the

Nishi Hongwanji
Honzan (Mother
Temple) in Kyoto
next January.
BCA President
Rick Stambul will
also be joining

Rev. Umezu for two days of observances and

in January

again,
Kodo

(Fuken) was hosted by the Northwest Ministers
Association and held Aug. 6-8 at the Oregon Bud-
dhist Temple. This year’s keynote lecturer was
respected Professor Emeritus Rev. Ryusei Takeda
of Ryukoku University.

Participating in thisyear’s seminar were 36 BCA
resident ministers, one Kyoshi and five Tokudo
ministers, as well as Revs. Shindo Nishiyama and
Joshin Kamuro from the Hawaii Kyodan and Rev.
Yoshimichi Ouchi from the Canada Kyodan.

A meeting of the BCA Ministers Association
was also held during the seminar.

This year’s seminar fell on the anniversary dates

of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Naga-
saki. During his lectures, Rev. Takeda shared his
own experiences and horrors of experiencing the
terrible bombing in Hiroshima as a small child.

Rinban Katsuya Kusunoki of the Seattle Bet-
suin, whose own father was a “hibakusha” (atomic
bomb victim) and activist led the ministers in a
moment of silence and reflection in memory of all
the victims of the atomic bombings.

Next year’s seminar will be held with the
World Buddhist Women’s Convention in San
Francisco over the Labor Day weekend. It will
be coordinated by the Mountain States District
Ministers.

opportunities to hear the Dharma during the
most important Shin Buddhist holiday of the
year.

Interested persons can make their own
schedules and travel arrangements but should
plan to be in Kyoto on January 15-16, 2019.
Hotel arrangements should be made as soon
as possible as Kyoto will be crowded with
thousands of followers coming to Hongwanji
for Hoonko. For further information, please
contact Bishop Umezu directly at kumezu@
bcahq.org.
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SOCHO®'S MESSAGE

By Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop

I hope that the summer hot
weather is gone by the time you
read this issue of the Wheel of
Dharma. During the summer,
many temples and churches
offer wonderful programs for
youth. I am pleased to hear
many success stories and com-
ments from ministers, teach-
ers, parents, and participants.

It is our responsibility as
adults to make sure that our

young people receive skillful
guidance. I recently learned
that Gardena Buddhist
Church, for the first time,
offered junior high school stu-
dents a one-month long sum-
mer school program. Nineteen
enrolled students were offered
a series of life-enrichment ac-
tivities which included classes
on simple cooking, sewing,
calligraphy, games, chanting,
sharing stories, as well as
Japanese cultural activities of
tea ceremony, taiko drumming,
and Japanese odori dancing.
Everyday, the students attend-
ed a short morning service and
listened to a dharma message
about ecither atarimae (taking
things for granted), arigatai
(gratefulness), mottainai (be-
ing wasteful).
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Summer Is Over

The classes were taught by
temple members who volun-
teered their time and skills,
and the school program was
overseen by a temple member
who was previously a middle
school principal. At the end
of the four-week program,
a closing reception was held
for the students and their
families, at which the students
were able to share what they
learned with their parents. The
students performed taiko and
odori, as well as conducted a
short service where they led
everyone in chanting.

I was very impressed
with their curriculum and
the positive outcome of the
program. We often talk about
the declining membership
of our Sangha, but many ef-

forts are being made at the
local temples and churches to
connect people. By doing so,
the temples become part of
people’s lives and help them to
cope with challenges and dif-
ficulties they are experiencing.
We are here to share our lives
with the warm compassion of
the Buddha and help create a
better society and community.

Let us continue with our
efforts to provide positive
support for all people based on
the teachings of the Buddha
and Shinran Shonin. I would
like to thank everyone who is
supporting these endeavors,
spiritually, financially and
physically. Let us work to-
gether to enlarge the circle of
peace and harmony guided by
the Dharma.
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The Song of Life

By Rev. Mutsumi Wondra,
Orange County Buddhist Church

Living in Southern California, we
know about traffic jams. When my
40-minute driving commute is smooth,
I am super lucky! During my commute,
I enjoy listening to CD music, thinking
about ideas for my next Dharma mes-
sage, and planning the day, or reflecting
on my day on the way home.

Just recently, I listened to the song
titled “The Song of Life,” composed and sung by Mariya Takeu-
chi. She became very popular after I left Japan in 1981. Even
now, she is one of the best J-pop singers, and she is married to
the singer songwriter Tatsuro Yamashita. Let me share her song,
which I translated into English.

The Song of Life (Inochi no Uta)
By Takeuchi Mariya

Well, here we are, living the same old ho-hum life, day after
day.

But when I stop to ask myself, “Hey, what’s it all about?”

I find myself experiencing this warm feeling rising up from
deep within

As I think of all the really wonderful people I've met up to
now.

But living here in this distant corner of our rocky star, the real
miracle is my having met you.

Meeting you is a miracle I treasure more than any diamond or
pearl I could ever have.

In this life of mine there were times I cried my eyes out, when

I just gave up completely.

At those times I'd think of you by my side. You were always
there for me when I needed you.

I'd remember the good old days when we would cuddle up
together

And watch the sun set in our old hometown as we sang the
song of life.

Ever notice how the really important things in life are always
hidden from us?

Even on the most uneventful day there’s an irreplaceable sense
of joy to be found.

There comes a time when everyone has to say sayonara and
bye-bye

To this rocky star we’re living on.

Let it be a reminder to us that this life of ours is constantly
flowing on.

Born into this world where we grew up,

There were all the good times we’ve had with everyone we've
met. And after our life here, we now have to say thanks and bid
a fond farewell.

Thank you, dear Life, for everything and a fond farewell to
you, we say, as we sing the song of life.

You can hear this song in Japanese on YouTube. It expresses
the preciousness of life and her deep gratitude to have known
family and friends in this life. Don’t we stop and ask ourselves at
least one time in our lives, “What is my life? What does it mean
to live?”

Our great teacher, Shinran, also thought about this during
the 12¢h century in Japan. He realized the inconceivable working
of the Tathagata Amida to guide him to the superior Nirvana
(Parinirvana). The way to get there is to have mutual trust with
Amida Buddha by hearing and receiving the Buddha’s sincere
and pure vows of spiritual liberation. Jodo Shinshu or Shin Bud-
dhism teaches us how we can live fully in this one lifetime. Even
in adverse situations, you can deeply accept and turn your life
around. That is the wisdom that we human beings can learn from
the Buddha-Dharma. Namo Amida Butsu

BCA Headquarters Announcements

Buddhist Church of Lodi and Walnut
Grove Buddhist Church on July 31, 2018.

The Office of the Bishop announces
the following:

MINISTERIAL ASSIGNMENTS

Rev. Midori Nakagawa, was appointed
Kaikyoshi-ho for the Central California
District, effective July 1, 2018. Rev. Mi-
dori Nakagawa is the wife of Rev. Kakei
Nakagawa.

Rev. Ken Kenshin Fujimoto, Rinban
of the San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin,
has announced that he will retire from BCA
ministry on Dec. 31, 2018. Rev. Fujimoto
concluded his assignment as Rinban of
the San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin on
July 31, 2018, and was assigned as resident
minister of the San Jose Betsuin, effective
Aug. 1, 2018.

Rev. Gerald Sakamoto, resident
minister of the San Jose Buddhist Church

Betsuin, was appointed Rinban of San Jose
Betsuin, effective Aug. 1, 2018.

Rev. Masanari Yamagishi arrived from
Japan as a new Kaikyoshi minister for the
BCA on July 26, 2018. Rev. Yamagishi has
been assigned to the Buddhist Church of
Lodi, effective Aug. 1, 2018. Rev. Yamagi-
shi will also serve as Supervising Minister
of the Walnut Grove Buddhist Church.

Rev. Yukiko Motoyoshi of the Bud-
dhist Church of Stockton will serve as
mentor to Rev. Yamagishi for a period of
one year.

Rev. Yukiko Motoyoshi of the Bud-
dhist Church of Stockton concluded her
assignment as the Supervising Minister of
the Buddhist Church of Lodi and Walnut
Grove Buddhist Church on July 31, 2018.

Rev. Nobuo Miyaji, BCA Minister
Emeritus, concluded his services to the

MINISTERIAL AFFAIRS

Rev. and Mrs. Rajan Nariaki Hayashi
of the Ekoji Buddhist Temple welcomed
the birth of their son Daichi Rajan Hayashi
on May 23, 2018. Daichi Rajan weighed
in at 6 pounds, 14 ounces.

CONDOLENCES

Mrs. Shigeko Yamaoka, wife of Rev.
Dr. Seigen Yamaoka, BCA Minister
Emeritus, passed away on Aug. 4, 2018
in Castro Valley, California, at the age of
76. Funeral services were held on Aug. 25,
2018 at the Buddhist Church of Oakland.
Besides Rev. Yamaoka, Mrs. Yamaoka is
survived by two daughters, Jennifer (Ryan)
Davis and Stacy (Chris) Yamaoka Ander-
son; a sister, June (Harry Bergland) Ma-
suyama; and two brothers, Ken (Michiko)
Masuyama and Dean (Myra) Masuyama.
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Help Us Preserve Our Shin Buddhist Teachings

By Richard A. Stambul
BCA President

On June 2, the Buddhist
Churches of America (BCA)
National Board Meeting began
as usual at the Jodo Shinshu
Center in Berkeley, California.
Bishop Kodo Umezu’s Dharma
talk urged a path forward
grounded in the teachings
of Shinran Shonin. I tried to
adopt a similar tone and ap-
proach, and I commented as
follows:

“I appeal to each of you. I
urge you as members of this
National Board, as Shin Bud-

dhists, as human beings, to
embrace a positive narrative
in your life. That includes
the mission and the vision of
BCA.”

BCA and its predecessors
began in America 119 years
ago. It has received support
and guidance from a great
many persons. Reflecting for a
moment on the first Kaikyoshi
ministers who landed on our
shores in 1899, and on our
founders, ministers, teachers,
leaders, and friends, we all
share a common wish ... that
BCA provide a foundation for
the propagation of Shin Bud-
dhism in America.

We are the keepers and the
trustees of that wish. We must
work to put aside our differ-
ences because it is the teach-
ings of Shinran Shonin that
hang in the balance. We must
focus on this all-important and
positive narrative.

As lay members of BCA’s
National Board of Directors,
we are responsible for ensuring
the well-being and welfare of
our ministers who have chosen
the Shin path. They are not
employees or workers to scold
or straighten out. They are our
treasure.

Our Nikkei heritage (and
I include myself and all of us
who may not be of Japanese
descent) is our joy to be hon-
ored. Yet, it is our religious
teachings for which we should
sacrifice, for ourselves and all
beings.

How do we sustain our Shin
Buddhist teachings? We nout-
ish our teachings by protecting
and supporting the Institute of
Buddhist Studies (IBS) and the
BCA Center for Buddhist Edu-
cation (CBE). IBS would not
exist without BCA, and BCA
would not long survive with-
out IBS. It is a true symbiotic

relationship. To survive, we
should encourage work toward
that common goal.

IBS is guided and led by
Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto
and Dr. Scott Mitchell. It is
not an exaggeration to say
they represent the best of us,
and they walk that road guided
by the highest principles and
goals. I know this because, as
a member of the IBS Board of
Trustees for the past five years,
I have worked by their sides
and under their leadership.

We anticipate that IBS will
soon be fully accredited. This
will give rise to new students
eagerly seeking to attend a fully
accredited graduate school, to
federal financial grants, and
perhaps, someday soon, to the
offering of a Ph.D. curriculum.

How can we preserve and
protect IBS? How can we sup-
port CBE, which is BCA’s in-
ternal educational arm? Bishop

Kodo Umezu has guided CBE
almost since its inception and
has grounded it in the solid
earth of our Shin Buddhist
teachings. We need to support
the work of IBS by our work
as leaders, and by our wallets!
Many of you have financially
supported both BCA and IBS
in the past, and I ask each of
you to do so now. Encourage
others to join you! Urge them
to do so.

I ask each of you to return
home to your districts and
temples with this positive
story. We are the vanguard of
all those who came before us
to preserve and propagate our
Jodo Shinshu teachings, which
are the true essence of BCA.

Together we can accom-
plish great things. As an old
proverb says: “If you want to
go fast, go alone. If you want
to go far, go together.”

Join me in this noble quest.

Shopping and Chanting - Diary of a Costco Monk

By Rev.
Dennis
Fujimoto
Buddhist
Temple of
Alameda

One of the secrets to shopping at
Costco is to be ready for special finds.
Sometimes they have useful or helpful
things that just appear out of the blue.

If you go home wondering if you
should get it, when you decide and go
back, it’s gone. Should have gotten it
earlier, but now you have missed your
chance.  Hopefully our choices are
made with need and calm overriding
greed, anger and ignorance. We scurry

through the aisles with our giant shop-
ping carts. Only the best samples are
tasted twice as hors d’oeuvres before
lunch date at the hot dog counter. Rac-
ing through the aisles, I am made aware
of the incessant voice of me planning
every move from the moment I turn in
to the parking lot.

I am reminded of Sunday Service.
Chanting together is what I appreciate
most. There is a connected air and the
blend of voices that provides a calming,
soothing groundedness that makes my
day. We need and seek that ground-
ing connection, causing us to return.
When we chant, there are two voices.
One voice is engaged in chanting the
sutras. The other voice emerges around
line three, and looks around the Hondo
and plans what we should do for lunch

and the rest of the day.

Which voice is the real you? The
second voice is the one we recognize. It
is the voice we hear first thing in the
morning and the last thing we hear at
night. Clearly, that is the voice of the
me I know. It is the voice of our ego
... controlling, planning, conniving and
calculating our every move. We trust
that voice because we know that voice.

What if the first voice and not the
second was the real you and the real
me? Just by chanting, we are giving the
first voice priority and status over the
second voice. The ego voice is second
fiddle! When does that ever happen? A
huge role reversal as the ego voice does
everything it can to be in power and in
control of every situation. In defiant
revolt, the ego voice does all it can to re-

gain control. Let’s not chant anymore!
I don’t understand the sounds! It’s a
waste of time! Let’s chant in English
so I can control how it goes and what
it means! Let’s not go to church at all!

The first voice, in its duty of chant-
ing, is connected to the other voices in
the room. The first voice is connected
to the Dharma. The first voice is con-
nected to the infinite past, the infinite
future, and the infinite now.

The first voice is connected to
Amida. It is the voice that entones the
Nembutsu when it finally gets to mean
something true and real ... connecting
self to other ... connecting I to all ...
dissolving divisions and separation.
With the last bite of my hot dog, con-
sider again, which voice is the real you
and the real me?

With Sale, Fresno Betsuin Embarks

Capping nearly a century of Bud-
dhist celebrations -- including wed-
dings, funerals, as well as memorial
and weekly services -- the final, emo-
tional and heartfelt “Farewell Service”
was held Aug. 4 in the 1340 Kern
Street Hondo, and was conducted by
Rinban Kakei Nakagawa.

For eight years, the historic temple
was up for sale and received a number
of offers. But the final, accepted offer
came from the Mauyk Oo Dhamma
Center, a Sangha of Burmese families
living in the Fresno area. The new
owners envision creating a monastery
and temple within the confines of
this religious landmark. Therefore,
the Dharma will continue to be heard
from within the walls of this hallowed
temple.

The long legacy of the Fresno Bet-
suin Temple is intertwined with the
history of BCA members in the Fresno
area, the nation’s greatest agriculture
region. Fresno was first settled by
European settlers around 1850 and
some 30 years later, the first Issei
began their venture into agriculture.

The majority of the early day
Fresno immigrants were from pre-
dominantly Shin Buddhist regions
in Japan. In November 1889, Rev.
Kakuryo Nishijima came from San

Francisco to conduct the very first
Howakai (Dharma gathering) in
Fresno.

In 1900, the Rev. Fukyu Asaeda
became the first resident minister in
what would become the Fresno Bud-
dhist Temple. In 1901, property was
purchased at 1340 Kern Street and
construction immediately began on a
temple building in the middle of what
would eventually become one of the
largest Japantowns in California.

A year later, a magnificent three-
story wooden temple building was
built as a testament to the devout-
ness of these Nembutsu followers.
However, in 1919, a fire completely
destroyed the wooden temple.

A year after the fire, a three-story,
Japanese- and western-influenced
designed concrete temple would rise.
The Fresno temple was elevated to
Betsuin status in 1936 by the Nishi
Hongwanji headquarters and in its
heyday, the Betsuin had 21 branch
temples and Howakai groups.

For 98 years, this beloved and regal
temple served as the site of thousands
of hatsumairi (first temple visit), wed-
dings, funerals, memorial and count-
less weekly services. Every BCA affili-
ated organization had conferences and
meetings at the only three-story BCA

on New Chapter

temple in the United States.

Fresno’s Japantown was a com-
plete community within a community
and the Fresno Betsuin was the tallest
building in Japantown. However by
the 1980s, Fresno’s downtown started
to deteriorate as the community
moved northward, leaving downtown
Fresno abandoned.

Most Japanese American families
had also moved out of the area by this
time and the Japantown area began to
decline as Japanese American business
after business retired.  Safety and
convenience became a major concern
and in 2010, the Betsuin dedicated a
new Family Dharma Center multi-use
facility in North Fresno.

Most programs and services, as well
as the Obon Odori festival, are now
held at the new Family Dharma Cen-
ter. Few services were held at the old
Betsuin facility and only the Betsuin
office remained in constant operation
until the sale of the complex.

As beloved and important as the
Betsuin facility was to Fresno’s Japa-
nese American and Buddhist commu-
nities, it was decided that the Betsuin
site and buildings had to be sold to
raise funds to build the new Hondo
building to be erected in front of the
Family Dharma Center.

Top photo: The noble 1340 Kern Street Fresno
Betsuin Temple which has served the Sangha for

almost 100 years. Middle photo: Members’ Farewell.

Picture in front of their Betsuin Temple. Bottom
photo: Original Fresno temple building 1902 - 1919.
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Sensei Elaine Donlin has been a minister’s assistant at the Buddhist Church of San Fran-
cisco since 2008. She received Tokudo ordination in 2012 and is a founding member of
the Buddhist Churches of America’s first LGBTQ+ Group at BCSF. Elaine Sensei also
does chaplaincy work in the San Francisco County Jails. This article originally appeared in
the July 2018 issue of the BCSF’'s Geppo newsletter. This is a slightly edited version.

Crossing Boundaries

By Sensei Elaine Donlin,
Buddhist Church of San Francisco

The light of wisdom exceeds all measure,

And every finite living being

Receives this illumination that is like the dawn,

So take refuge in Amida, the true and real light.
— Shinran Shonin

The liberating light of Wisdom is infinite, reaching all. And I am struck
by the egalitarianism of those words... I recently gave a talk at Enmanii cele-
brating Shinran’s wife and patron, Eshinni, and their youngest daughter, Ka-
kushinni. It was through Kakushinini’s devotion to the Newbutsu that she
founded the Ohtani mausoleum to house Shinran’s ashes — which later grew
into our mother temple in Kyoto, the Hongwanji [Temple of the Primal
Vow]. Both Eshinni and Kakushinni were intelligent, resourceful and devout
Nemtbutsu followers who were at the same time women who performed their
societal roles.

This was not unlike so many of our female temple members here in
America. From the Isse/ immigrants to the present generation, great contribu-
tions were made by women to strengthen the temple and to promote the Jodo
Shinshu teachings through how they lived.

Remembering Eshinni and Kakushinni is an opportunity to celebrate the
true equality of women in Buddhism which, due to human ignorance, has not
always been recognized.

It is now clear to most Buddhist scholars that the negative beliefs about
women which Buddhists accepted throughout the ages were, and unfortunately
in some places still are, the consequence of the overwhelming influence of
cultural attitudes about men and women and have nothing to do with authen-
tic Buddhist teachings.

Everywhere 1 go, in all the different temples I’'m privileged to be invited
to, I look out and I see women, lots of women. And then I look at our institu-
tional organizations — the ministry and the National Board leadership — and 1
see that it has been — and continues to be — overwhelmingly male.

The incongruity between our temple attendance and our BCA leadership
is glaring. The incongruity between our doctrinal teaching of non-discrimination and
the current reality of our patriarchal authority is heartbreaking.

Several weeks ago I received the June issue of the Whee/ of Dbarma and
on page 2 was an article titled, “World Jodo Shinshu Leaders Meet.” It was
not at all difficult to see that the Shin “leaders” sitting around the table
(Representatives and Bishops from Kyoto, Hawaii, Canada, So. America and
the US) were all men.

We can talk all we want about our declining membership, outreach, etc.,
but if we don’t walk the talk of our Shin teaching which is rooted in equality,
then it’s all for naught.

My wish and aspiration for the future of BCA is the following:

May we live to see the day when women participate equally and fully in
all aspects of our organization’s leadership — nationally and locally, religiously
and in governance. For when that happens, rather than perpetuating the cur-
rent contradiction between our teaching and our institutions that privilege
men over women, we will finally be actualizing /| bringing to reality our profound
and beautiful teaching... and its vision. Namo Awmida Butsu.
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2018 “YouAreCool” Seminar Held at Mountain View

The “YouAreCool” Leadership and Life-Skills Seminar for high school
Young Buddhist Association (YBA) members was sponsored by College YBA
and held on June 29-July 2, 2018 at the Mountain View Buddhist Temple.
Thirteen delegates from across California and Utah were selected by their
respective YBA cabinets and advisors to participate in this inaugural seminar.

Rev. Yushi Mukojima, resident minister at Mountain View, gave the
opening message, and Rhea Munoz, YMCA social worker, was the guest
speaker. Next year’s seminar will be billed as the DANA Retreat and will be
held in the summer.

The College YBA group is open to any young Buddhist from ages 18-24.
For further information about College YBA or the DANA Retreat, please
contact Devon Matsumoto at zatsumotodevon@gmail.con.
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BCA Center for Buddhist Education Every Day Buddhism Committee presents:
Y,v Adult Buddhist Association (ABA)
\ 5 Leaders Workshop
t October 26-27, 2018
At the Jodo Shinshu Center, 2140 Durant Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94704

For ABA Leaders & Aspiring Leaders
ABA Past, Present & Future * Why have an ABA? * Growing Your ABA or starting one
Sharing Successes and Challenges * Ideas for Buddhist education

Registration: $50 before Oct1 * $60 after Oct 1

Optional Bus Excursion to Enmanji Buddhist Temple, a local winery, and
Graton Casino on Sunday, Oct.28 (additional cost).

Visit BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org to register online or download registration
forms. For JSC lodging, contact Glenn Kameda at gkameda@bcahq.org

2019 World Buddhist Women’s Convention Sponsorship Opportunities

The 16th World Buddhist Women’s Convention (WBWC) will be held August 30 through September 1, 2019 at
the San Francisco Marriott Marquis in San Francisco, California. Approximately 2,000 women and men of many
generations are anticipated to gather from Japan, Canada, Brazil, Hawaii, and throughout the US mainland to

explore and experience the Convention theme: “Live the Nembutsu.”

The WBWC is an opportunity for Jodo Shinshu followers to gather together on an international level; meet
new people, learn together, and spread the circle of Dharma followers today and for generations to come. Origi-
nally, the Convention was for women only; but over the years it has welcomed all, men and women, in the Jodo

Shinshu Sangha or spiritual community.

WBWC sponsors are being sought to help make this important event possible. Various levels of financial sup-
port can be given, from a convention program ad at $250, to a $2,000 workshop sponsor, to a $15,000
“Magnolia” sponsorship. All sponsors receive recognition in event marketing and/or the program booklet, as

well as higher levels of additional benefits, depending on the level of support.

If you would like to participate, have questions, or would like more information, please contact Karen Suyama

by email at &arensuyama(@mwbweonvention.org.

Thank you for your support! We hope to see you at the World Buddhist Women’s Convention!

BCA FBWA is a duly recognized organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Tax ID #94-1498382

16" World Buddhist Women’s Conven

August 30 - September 1, 2019
San Francisco Marriott Marquis
San Francisco, California

Keytiote Speakers:

R nd Yi

Live the Nembutsu
Vivemos nointerfor do Nembutsu

HEfLITEh T

Reglstration: www.whbweonvention.org | Info@wbweonvention.org
Presented by the Buddhist Churches of Amenica. | Federation of Buddhist Women's Associations
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Fusae Miyamoto ~ Kiyoko Miyamoto; Datlene Bagshaw ~ Yuki Torigoe;
Marcia Kawabata ~ Susan Bottari; Erick Ishii ~ Sakaye Tsuji; Susan Botta-
ri ~ Kay Nagata, Dorothy Bottari, Kiwa Hirano, Shikao Nagata, Ayako
Bankowski; L.ucy Hamai ~ Shizue Ikeda; Chatlene Grinolds ~ Tomi Tsu-
ji, Shizuno Oki, Barbara Tsuji; Terrie Masuda ~ Shizue Nii, Haruko
Masuda; Jane Naito ~ Teruko Naito; Susan Yoshimura ~ Kumaye Oku-
da, Koma Fukunaga; Richard Uyematsu ~ Teiko Uyematsu; Victor
Iwamura ~ Fumiye Iwamura, Obaachan Kitagawa, Obaachan Hayashi,
Dina Iwamura Sakai, Alyson Iwamura Matsuo, Blanche Unciano; Rev.
Candice Shibata ~ Jackie Shibata, Haruko Shibata, Sadako Soeda; Jean
Toshima ~ Yoshiko Takahashi, Yuriko Fukawa; Rev. Yukiko Motoyoshi
~ Yoshio Motoyoshi; Ken Tanimoto ~ Masano Tanimoto; Michael Endo
~ Chieko Endo, Nao Endo, Toshiko Ninomiya; Karen Suyama ~ Ayako
Fujii, Hisako Yokota, Matsuko Suyama; Wayne Berue & Debra Omoto
Berue ~ Kiyoko Omoto; June Okubo ~ Mabel M. Okubo; Mr. & Mrs.
Robert Tanaka ~ Mumayo Mitsuda, May Kimiko Tanaka, Shizu Fujino;
Tsuyaye Sue Nakao ~ Miyoshi Nakao, Seki Higashiyama; Emi Tsutsumi
~ Evelyn Hatsuko Tanaka; Eiichi & Iyoko Katsuyoshi ~ Miyoshi Nakao,
Seki Higashiyama; Holly Low ~ Mitsuko “Mitzie” Yamada;

Arigatou Obaachan (Thank You Grandmother) Campaign Donors

The Buddhist Churches of America Federation of Buddhist Women’s Associations (FBWA) has been receiving special donations in support of the 2019 World Buddhist
Women’s Convention, to be held in San Francisco, California from August 30 through September I, 2019. The names below represent Buddhist women being honored for
their sacrifice, hard work, dedication, generosity, pursuit of the Buddha-Dharma, and help in the propagation of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism. Donors are listed first, followed by
the honored obaachan’s name(s) in bold print. Donations are listed in the order received, through July 31, 2018. Thank you, donors and arigatou, obaachan!

“Mitzie” Yamada; Sandy Hongo ~ Hilda Shizue Murakami, Thelma
Kiyoko Higuchi; Linda Kadani ~ Kioyomi Kadani; Linda Iwasaki ~ Midori
Takao, Nancy Matsuura; Dale Shimane & Karen Akimoto ~ Mabel
Mutsuko Shimane, Yoshie Iwane Santo, Shizue Miura Shimane; Trisha
& Lynne Yamaichi ~ Umeko Kodama, Helen Santo; Hideko Heidi Sakazaki
~ Yukimi Sakazaki; Lois Tanaka ~ Kihei Ito; Miwako Yamashiro ~ Hiroko
Tsuda; Sharon Yokoi ~ Yuriko Yokoi; Whitney Okabayashi & Sharon Chu
~ Tomie Okabayashim Tayeko Takeuchi; Rose Takamoto ~ Seikiyo
Nishikawa, Mary Chikuma; Jan Oshita-Tokiwa ~ Komatsu Miyanaga,
Miya Oshita; Helen Sasaki ~ Kinuko Sasaki, Yuki Yokoi; Shizuka Hanada
~ Miyo Maruyama, Asa Maruyama; Cherry Tsutsumida ~ Keina Tsutsu-
mida; Emi Tsutsumi ~ Nami Suezaki; Tomi Imokawa ~ Toshi Ouchida;
Karen Hironaga ~ Hisayo Tsukamoto, Ume Tsukamoto, Haru Onomura;
Cynthia Tsukamoto ~ Suzuko Tsukamoto; Claudia Nakata ~ Asako
Kimura; Ed Tsumura ~ All past & present BWA members; Marcy Mamiya
~ Diane Umemoto, Toshiko Uyehara; Don S. Gee ~ Shet Won Hom
Gee; Tomoko Matsuda ~ Ritei Matsuda; Roy & Sydney Yamashita ~
Yukuno Takeuchi Shimizu, Sawame Furuta Shimizu; Pauline Ogasawara
~ Kisayo Tamiyasu.

Updated donor lists will be published periodically. For corrections, questions, or if you would like to donate, please contact Karen Suyama at karensuyama@wbwconvention.org.
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Oregon & Florin “Time Capsule” Japan Tour
By Randall Ishida, Buddhist Church of Florin

In June 2018, Oregon Buddhist Temple’s Rev. Yuki Sugahara led a
tour to Japan with members from his temple and the Buddhist Church of
Florin. We visited Hokkaido, Kyoto, Hiroshima, Tokyo, and Rev. Sug-
ahara’s family temple, Korinji, in Oda City, Shimane prefecture.

We had a wonderful tour. One of the highlights included attending
the 6:00 a.m. hour-long service at the Nishi Hongwanji Temple in Kyoto.
We paid our respects to Shinran Shonin at the Otani Hombyo where his
remains are interred. We also visited the historic and venerable Mt. Hiei,
where Shinran studied in his eatly years before hearing the Nembutsu
teachings from Honen Shonin.

Another tour highlight was the opening of the Korinji Temple’s 30-
year-old time capsule.

The Korinji Temple is currently served by Rev. Toshiki Sugahara,
Rev. Yuki Sugahara’s father. In 1988, members of the Temple buried a
time capsule on the grounds to commemorate its 350th Year Anniversary
and a visit by Gomonshu Koshin Ohtani. Thirty years later on June 23,
2018, after a brief ceremony and family memorial service, the members of our tour and Korinji Temple members shared the honor of opening the time capsule.

Inside the time capsule was a letter written by eight-year old Yuki Sugahara, who in time would become our sensei. The letter expressed his memories of being
hungry and eating a big meal, and a reminder from his mother that he was growing older. Letters from other Korinji Temple members were also revealed and read
aloud to the surprise and enjoyment of all in attendance.

This Japan trip was a wonderful and rewarding opportunity to make many new friends and renew old acquaintances. We learned more about Japanese heritage,
culture, values, the teachings of the Buddha, and about each other as well. The sights, sounds, and heart of Japan will always be within our hearts.

2018 BCA Educational Events

Programs subject to change. Events at the Jodo Shinshu Center (JSC) unless otherwise noted.

September 9-16 ~ Tomoshie Tout. Young Jodo Shinshu priests from Japan will perform
shadow graph storytelling, followed by Dharma talks on the stories’ themes. Three stories
will be performed at LA Betsuin (Sept. 9 & 10), San Mateo Buddhist Temple (Sept. 12), and
Seattle Betsuin (Sept. 16). Free for all ages; donations gratefully accepted. For more details,
visit BuddhistChurchesof-America.org. Sponsored by BCA Center for Buddhist Education (CBE).

September 25-27 ~ Ministers’ Continuing Education (MCE) Seminar. Study and dis-
cussion for BCA ministers. Schedule TBD. Sponsored by CBE.

Saturday, Septemb 22,5

September 29 ~ Creating Inclusive Youth Programs Seminar: Supporting LGBTQ Seattle Betsuin

Youth & Families: Nurturing Compassionate Communities. Keynote speaker: Aiden Aizumi.
Seminar for leaders of youth programs with focus on supporting LGBTQ youth and families
at our temples and affiliated youth programs. Speakers from Jodo Shinshu Buddhist and
Christian perspectives. 10 am - 2 pm. Register by September 21; $20 donation includes lunch.
To download registration form or register online, visit BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org.

Carmela
Javellana -
Hirano M.D.

Myoen Sikes
Ph.D.

.
| |

October 4-6 ~ Fall Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP) Seminar. Hosted at the Ekoji
Buddhist Temple in Fairfax Station, VA for certified BCA minister’s assistants. Register by
Sept. 17. Lodging available at the Hilton Springfield, $109 per room/night. Reserve room
with the Hilton Springfield by Sept. 4. Contact your resident or supervising minister or
che(@beahq.org for registration information.

October 26-27 ~ Adult Buddhist Association (ABA) Leaders Workshop for ABA Lead-
ers and Aspiring Leaders. See ad on page 4.

BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org E-mail: che@bcahq.org Phone: (510) 809-1460

The Wounded Heart

Integrative Psychiatrist

Founder

Sanctuary for Healing and Integration
Assistant Minister, Salt Lake Buddhist Temple

Tara’s Response: Deep Listening and
Right Speech in Our Relationships
Counselor, LMHCA

Japanese Soto Zen Practitioner

Co-director, EcoSangha at Seattle University

Sponsors: Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple and Women'’s Association
1427 S Main St, Seattle, WA 98144 Ph:206.329.0800
Office@SeattleBetsuin.com and www.SeattleBetsuin.com
Register at seattlebetsuin.wufoo.com/forms/r1hfOw10ezyu7/
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With Roots in Berkeley Buddhist Temple,
Daruma no Gakko Celebrates its 40th Anniversary

By Jon Kawamoto
Berkeley Buddhist Temple

“Daruma  no  Gakko,”
a special summer program
founded by Japanese Ameri-
can women who were mostly
members of the Berkeley
Buddhist Temple, recently
celebrated its 40th year.

The idea for Daruma no
Gakko began in 1978 with
10 Japanese American women
who were concerned about
their children not knowing
about their Japanese cul-
tural heritage and wanted to
develop their self-esteem as
Japanese Americans. They es-
tablished a curriculum taught
by credentialed teachers to
help build strong, positive
self-images and  identities
while learning about Japa-
nese American history. The
program also taught the stu-
dents about Japanese culture
-- through songs, language,
festivals, art, food and cook-
ing.

Daruma no Gakko was at
the Berkeley Buddhist Tem-
ple for its first two years and
is now held at the Berkeley
United Methodist Church.

“As one of the 10 found-
ers of this program, it is just
amazing to see this program
still thriving and relevant,
and hearing our students
singing in Japanese is the
most rewarding and mov-
ing experience for me,” said
Emiko Katsumoto, of the
Berkeley temple, who is one
of two founders still actively
involved with the program.
Katsumoto has been in charge
of Daruma no Gakko’s music
program for the past 15 years.

Typically,  about 85
students, from those enter-
ing kindergarten through
sixth-graders, are enrolled in
the summer program. In 40
years, more than 500 students
have graduated — and several
students now have parents

who have attended Daruma
no Gakko.

The program draws stu-
dents from mainly Berkeley,
QOakland, El Cerrito and
Alameda. But other students
come as far as San Jose,
Larkspur, New York and
Washington state.

“Daruma no Gakko was
an amazing experience from
the lifelong friends I made
to the Japanese American
culture I embraced,” said
Riley Togashi, 17, who will
be attending UC Berkeley as
a freshman. “As a student, I
gained a great sense of pride
for my heritage and as a pro-
gram aide, I gained valuable
leadership experience. The
program has had a lasting
impact on my life and I am
fortunate to be part of such a
fantastic program.”

Berkeley temple temple
Lorin  Kagehiro, attended
the program during the early
1990s and reflected on the
program’s impact on her.

“Daruma no Gakko is a
special place, and I am so

lucky to have had the privilege

Agaki.

to be a part of it,” Kagehiro
said. “In those summer weeks,
my classmates and I learned
about our cultural history,
culminating in a spotlight
on the false imprisonment
of Japanese Americans dur-
ing World War II. T still
remember interviewing my
grandparents about their ex-
periences, never realizing how
precious those conversations
would be to me today.

“Many years later, my
memory of participating in
the sixth-grade evacuation
simulation is so clear,” Kage-
hiro continued. “How could I
possibly pack my life into one
small suitcase? The lessons
about what was lost, how our
grandparents made joy out
of desert dust, and how the
community rallied together,
are treasures I carry with me.”

Daruma no Gakko, which
ran this year from June 25
to July 13, commemorated
its 40th anniversary with a
Undokai (sports day) June 23
at Canyon Trail Park in El
Cerrito.

In addition, a crowd of

Left photo: The founders of Daruma no Gakko, pose
in this 1980 photograph. Front row, from left, are Jan
Inouye and Gail Harada. Second row, from left, are
Judy Kono, Amy Shinsako, Jane Tanamachi and Sally
Takeda. Third row, from left, are Etsuko Steimetz,
Emiko Katsumoto and Janie Nehira. Vicki Mizuhara,
another founder, had passed away before this photo
was taken. All the founders except for Tanamachi and
Inouye are members of the Berkeley Buddhist Temple.
Photo courtesy of Nancy Kato.Above photo: Daruma
no Gakko students enjoy a game of tug of war at a
Undokai (sports day) event. Photo courtesy of Kehli

about 300 people attended
the Gakugeikai (end of year
program) July 13 at Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Middle
School in Berkeley. The event
featured a performance by all
of this year’s students singing
Japanese songs.

“Daruma no Gakko had a
wonderful 40th anniversary
session,” said Stacy Uyeda,
who taught this year’s sixth-
graders. “The co-directors
and the board worked hard
to incorporate the specialness
of the anniversary with all
the tried-and-true traditions
of our Nikkei heritage pro-
gram.”

Judy  Kono, another
founding member from the
Berkeley temple, was appre-
ciative of the contributions
from students, parents and
alumni.

“We are so proud and
grateful to the generations
of families who have kept
Daruma-no Gakko going for
40 years,” Kono said.

For more information
about Daruma no Gakko, go
to daruma-no-gakko.org.

S.F. Buddhist Church’s Ardenettes celebrate 50 years

The Buddhist Church of San Fran-
cisco’s Ardenettes organization recently
celebrated its golden anniversary of devel-
oping and encouraging young Buddhist
women to play and enjoy camaraderie
through basketball.

Over 150 former team members, fam-
ily and friends gathered Aug. 25 at the
Northern California Japanese American
Community and Cultural Center to cel-
ebrate 50 years of friendship, competition
and tradition -- which now includes three
generations of players in some temple
families.

Former Ardenette and San Francisco
school board member Emily Murase pre-
sented a proclamation to team founders
Teresa Ono and Laura “Bonz” (Kagehiro)
Otsuki. The proclamation, signed by San
Francisco Mayor London Breed, declared
Aug. 25 as Ardenette Day in San Francisco.

In her anniversary message, Ono
thanked the alumnae and their families
for continuing the tradition of women’s
basketball at the Buddhist Church of San

Francisco. Ono encouraged everyone to

Celebrating three generations of Buddhist Church of San Francisco “Ardenettes” and their supporting
families at the 50th Anniversary celebration.

continue being enthusiastic and looked
forward to the Ardenettes centennial cel-
ebration in 50 years.

The Ardenettes began in the BCA’s
heyday of the Sansei baby boom in the
1960s, when the Buddhist Church of San
Francisco’s Hondo would be filled with
children and young adults. At the time,
there were boys basketball and baseball
teams -- but nothing for the girls.

Before the days of Title IX in 1972,
when schools were ordered by the federal
government to offer sports for girls, two
rebel rousers, Teresa Ono and Laura

“Bonz” (Kagehiro) Otsuki, decided to
form a girls basketball team made up of
their Dharma School classmates who all
enjoyed basketball.

When it came time to come up with
a team name, the girls took a cue from
other teams such as the Royalettes or Bar-
onettes. One of the team members found
the word “ardent” in the dictionary, which
means “vivacious, energetic, fiery or hot.”
And so the team became the “Ardenettes,”
which was winning championships within
a few years and became known for its fierce
enthusiasm.

BUTSU
BUTSU

By Brian Kensho Nagata
Managing Editor

In June, I visited the Tohoku
region of Japan with friends and we
stopped in Sendai, which was one
of the cities hit by the devastating
and tragic Great Eastern Earth-
quake and Tsunami that struck on
March 11, 2011 and killed 16,000
people. An additional 2,500 people
are still missing.

Seven years after this disaster,
there are still more than 100,000
displaced people living in tem-
porary housing or having to live
with relatives and friends. Sadly,
I suppose governments are the
same all over. The needs of these
displaced survivors and cleaning up
the nuclear power plant mess are no
longer a priority of the nation. Here
in the United States, the people of
New Orleans are still dealing with
the aftermath of the Katrina hurri-
cane from 2005. How sad, how sad.

Living in the Bay Area, I am
perched on the Pacific’s Great Rim
of Fire and the Big One is definitely
coming again ... it’s only a matter
of time. I purchased my house on
the east side of the East Bay, east
of the San Andreas Fault, thinking
I would be safe from earthquakes.
But wouldn’t you know it that I
later learned that an earthquake
spur runs only one block away
from my house. It’s only a matter
of time.

We in the San Francisco Bay
Area all know the Big One is com-
ing, but we live as if it will never
come. How many of you have a
sturdy pair of shoes sitting besides
your bed? In the event of a major
earthquake or house fire, you will
need to run outside as quickly as
possible. How are you going to
look for your shoes in the dark? Or
did you ever think that there will
be broken glass and other dangers
when you run through the house
and outside in your bare feet in
such an emergency?

Unfortunately, I live my life in
the same way, somewhat cognizant
of what will inevitably come for
me BUT in the same breath, my
insatiable Bonno gives me a truly
false sense of eternal safely, security
and well being in chis life..... BUT
I am NOT going to live forever!
Who would have ever imagined a
tsunami wave could reach 128 feet
in height and ctravel inland as far
as six miles ... but it did! Just as
certain is my departure from this
saha world....

POSTSCRIPT:

On Oct. 6, world-renowned
drummer Akira Tana, son of the
late Rev. and Mrs. Daisho Tana,
will bring together his band called
“Otonowa” (“Sound Circle”) at the
Mitchell Park Community Center
in Palo Alto for the “Tohoku
Tsunami Relief Benefit Concert”
to raise funds for those Tohoku
victims still suffering from the ter-
rible disaster. Each year, Tana and
his “Otonowa” group return to the
Tohoku area to perform free com-
munity concerts and clinics to cheer
up residents. This year, Mr. Take-
hiro Dai, who was a high school
student at the time of the tsunami,
will talk about his own experiences
and life since that fateful day. For
further information, please contact
Tohokuhearts@gmail.com.
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