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The Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) 
Southern District Ministers’ Association has re-
cently produced a number of informative brochures 
on topics relating to Buddhism and Jodo Shinshu. 
Multiple copies of each brochure have been deliv-
ered to all BCA temples, to be made available to 
the sangha, visitors, and interested parties. Under-
taken as an educational project with funding for 
publication and printing generously provided by the 
Southern District Council of the BCA, these fifteen 
titles are the first of many that are planned. Included 
in this series are “A Buddhist View of Drugs and 
Alcohol” by Rev. Henry Adams, “A Buddhist View 
of Suicide” by Rev. Marvin Harada, “Eshinni and 
Kakushinni” by Rev. C. Myokai Himaka and “My-
thology and Superstition” by Rev. Fumiaki Usuki. 
Please check with BCA temples for a full listing.

The contents of each pamphlet are attributable 
to the author. While most of the brochures were 
written by Southern District ministers, the work of 
others is gratefully acknowledged: the Eshinni and 
Kakushinni and the Jodo Shinshu Naijin Shrine 
brochures are part of an educational initiative by 
the Federation of Buddhist Womens’ Associations. 

Mrs. Mary Misaki wrote the original draft for the 
Eshinni and Kakushinni brochure, and Ms. Edythe 
Vassall edited and did the layout for both. 

Online versions of the brochures will be avail-
able at some time in the future for downloading. 
Copies may be made as desired.

As this is an ongoing project, your feedback 
would be welcomed. Contact Rev. Patricia Usuki, 
Chair, Southern District Ministers’ Association, at 
sfvhbt@sfvhbt.org

New BCA Brochures on Buddhism

By Jenna Aoki and 
Gillian Yamagiwa, 

Conference Co-Chairs

The Central California Jr. 
Young Buddhists Association 
(YBA) will hold its conference 
at the Fresno Betsuin Family 
Dharma Center on November 
8, 2014. The theme for the 56th 
annual conference is “The Only 
Constant is Change,” and Jr. YBA 
chapters throughout the BCA are 
invited to attend. Delegates may 
include those members in the 8th 
through 12th grade and recent 
graduates from this past spring.

A formal spring banquet will 
be held in the evening. Everyone 

is asked to dress appropriately. 
No jeans or t-shirts. There will 
be a break before the banquet 
to allow time for everyone to 
get ready. Boys should wear 
dress shirts and slacks and girls 
should wear dresses or skirts. All 
attending delegates will receive a 
wristband for admittance.

The talent show will be held 
after lunch with monetary awards 
given. Performances must be 
kept under five minutes.

The slideshow will need pic-
tures from chapters, which can 
be emailed to CentralCalConfer-
ence@gmail.com. Questions 
can be sent to the same email 
address.

Two Buddhist priests from 
Japan, Dr. Shuye Sonoda and the 
Rev. Kahuryo [sic] Nishijima, have 
come to San Francisco to minister 
to the spiritual wants of their 
countrymen and at the same time to 
undertake the work of converting 
the Christians of this city to their 
faith. On Wednesday they will open 
a Buddhist mission at 807 Polk 

Street. Here religious services will 
be held every Sabbath, for they are 
willing to conform to the national 
day of worship, and from this as 
a center it is proposed to circulate 
printed tracts which shall set forth 
the merits and beauties of the an-
cient Buddhist faith, as compared 
to the doctrines of Christianity. Last 
evening Dr. Sonoda, who holds the 
degree of doctor of philosophy 
from the Imperial University of 
Japan, candidly stated his intentions 
and hopes.

“Our primary object is to in-
struct the Japanese who are here,” 
he said earnestly, “but that is not 
our goal, but merely a preliminary 
step, which we shall follow with 
the circulation of pamphlets among 
Americans, setting forth the mean-
ing of Buddhism. We believe that 
we are governed only by law, not 
by any personified God. We have 
within us the highest guidance, the 
Kharma [sic]. Before people can 
comprehend the truth they must 
be freed from delusion. God is not 
the creator, but the created. We 
ourselves create God. He is not a 
real existence, but a figment of the 
human imagination. We discover 
our true nature; we ourselves are 

BCA Founding Day

The Only 
Constant is Change

Central Cal Jr. YBA Announces Theme

On September 1, 1899, at the Occidental Hotel in downtown San 
Francisco, Dr. Shuye Sonoda and Rev. Kakuryo Nishijima gave Dharma 
messages for the Japanese in the community about Buddhism and the 
Hongwanji’s goals. Following is the article published in the San Francisco 
Chronicle regarding that event. 

Editor’s note: The Chronicle may have meant this story as a warning to Christians, 
as it is clear that the Hongwanji wanted to reach non-Japanese as well.

Originally published in the San Francisco Chronicle, September 12, 1899

THEY TEACH THE BUDDHIST FAITH.
PRIESTS FROM JAPAN COME TO PROSELYTE.
They Hope to Obtain Converts From the Christian Ranks.
A Mission Is to Be Established and the Propaganda Advanced by Means of Pamphlets.

On August 21, five reverends 
arrived from Japan to participate 
in the International Ministerial 
Orientation Program (IMOP). 
They will spend the next three 
months visiting BCA and Hawaii 
Kyodan temples and experienc-
ing the Jodo Shinshu ministry 
outside of Japan, with the 
intention of becoming Kaikyoshi
(overseas ministers). 

Following is some informa-
tion about each of the reverends 
to help you get to know them. 
They were interviewed by Rev. 
Ryuta Furumoto, resident min-
ister, Senshin Buddhist Temple. 
The questions asked were: Why 
do you want to be a Kaikyoshi
(overseas minister)? What do 

you want to learn from IMOP? 
What is your message to BCA 
members? What are your favorite 
foods, music, and hobbies? What 
are your favorite words by Shin-
ran Shonin?

Rev. Rajan Saisho Hayashi 
was born in Hawaii and studied 
at Kansai Gaidai University and 
Chuo Bukkyo Gakuin: 

The Jodo Shinshu teaching 
shows us our self-centeredness 
and the way to be liberated 
from it. All people are innately 
self-centered; hence the teaching 
is for all people in the world. I 
wish to share the Jodo Shinshu 
teaching with a lot of people in-
ternationally. 

I heard that Japanese follow-

ers and American followers un-
derstand the teaching differently, 
so I’d like to know how they are 
different and especially what 
American followers want to learn 
from the teaching. My experience 
as a Jodo Shinshu minister is not 
very lengthy, so I’d like to learn 
the teaching from American Jodo 
Shinshu followers by sharing the 
teaching with them. Yoroshiku 
onegaishimasu. (Please be kind to 
me.)

My favorite foods are ra-
men, karaage, hamburgers, and 
waffles. My favorite music is 
American music. My hobbies 
are snowboarding, wakeboard-
ing, and watching movies. My 

Continuing the Mission
Five IMOP ministers (3rd from left to 2nd from right): Rev. Kohei Ishimaru, Rev. Joshin Kamura, Rev. Makoto 
Ichiwa, Rev. Rajan Saisho Hayashi and Rev. Shinji Ouchi, are welcomed to BCA by staff: Mr. Alan Kita and Rev. 
Kiyonobu Kuwahara (far left) and Rev. Michael Endo (far right).
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By Olivia Wong, Girl Scout Troop 569 

When we’re little, one of the first things we’re told to do is “make friends”
We’re told to be nice, be fair, be honest and be kind 
But what we’re not taught is how to leave these friends behind
We’re not taught how to leave these people that we’ve grown so close to over the years
And we’re certainly not taught how to say goodbye or how to hide the tears
Even though we’ll all meet new people and make new memories, nothing can truly 
take the place of what we’ve all shared
We’ve all met people along the way who’ve helped us, been there for us, laughed with 
us, cried with us; we’ve all met people who’ve cared
I can honestly say that I’ve met a lot of these people here
I’ve made lifelong friendships that I know will never disappear
I’ve gained not only a community, but also a second home
I’ve had priceless experiences and have never once ever felt alone
Sure I’ve learned how to “serve my faith, and my country, to help people at all times, 

and live by the Girl Scout Law”
But, most importantly, I’ve learned how to be myself and be proud of who I am
The past 18 years of our lives have been filled with the highest of highs and the 
lowest of lows
And now it’s time to finally close the curtain on this show, because every chapter 
must end as a new one begins
Everyone must leave the nest and go to places they’ve never been
“Don’t cry because it’s over, smile because it happened”, is what Dr. Seuss once said
So, journey into the future with confidence and passion, rather than fear and dread
And despite how much we may want there to be, there’s no rewind, fast forward, or 
replay button in life
You only get one chance to “do it right”
So, do things that excite you, try things that challenge you, and befriend people 
that inspire you
Because, as cheesy and mainstream as this may sound, you do only live once; 
so make it count

By Rev. Shousei K. Hanayama
Watsonville Buddhist Temple

I never preach to anyone. I 
never write sermons for Sun-
day service. My favorite words 
are “Be humble and modest to 
everyone, everywhere and on 
all occasions!” 

On the other hand, I 
am proud to be a Buddhist 
Churches of America (BCA) 
minister. I don’t spare any 
pains at my services. I try 
to do everything with all my 
power.

However, I am a lazy man. 
I postpone today’s problems 
until the future. I try to do 
only what I want to do every 
day. I don’t exercise as much 
each day as my doctor ordered. 
I may cover my eyes from the 
evil side of the world. I ignore 
a lot of troubles that I face 
daily. I pretend to listen to 
another person’s opinion, but 
I don’t change my mind. 

I don’t think that I am al-

ways right, but I am right 99% 
of the time or more. I know 
the world better than others. 
I can do anything that I want 
to. I am a special person in 
this society, family, organiza-
tion, and world. Yes, I am just 
a crazy guy.

One day, my daughter 
asked me some questions 
about the movie “Frozen.”

“How old was Elsa when 
she was at her coronation cer-
emony? What is the name of 
the snow monster which Elsa 
made? Why can’t Elsa control 
her magical powers?”

I couldn’t answer her 
questions, and she said to 
me, “Daddy, you don’t know 
anything! You have to study 
more for the next test!”

Yes, I watched and enjoyed 
the movie several times with 
my family. However, I didn’t 
care about the details of the 
movie. I did NOT study the 
movie!

By the way, I have some 

questions for you:
Do we need to study to 

become Buddhists?
Do we need to practice to 

become members in the Shin 
sect?

Do we need to donate to 
become Sangha members in 
the BCA?

If you want to do those 
things, you may. On the 
other hand, we should know, 
“Amida Buddha saves all of 
us without any conditions!” 
Even if I do NOT recite the 
Nembutsu now or didn’t in 
the past, I can become a Bud-
dhist. Even if I am poor and 
lazy physically and mentally, I 
am able to become a member 
of the Shin sect.

That’s why I don’t preach 
or make sermons. I just deliver 
messages from Amida to you. 
We receive many meaningful 
messages from Amida’s well 
of wisdom. 

“The secret of Happiness 
is NOT in doing what we 

want to do, but in liking what 
we have to do every day!” 

“All’s well that ends well!” 
“Let’s have a happy end of 

our life!”
Of course, we have a 

choice to hear or not to hear. 
And when I deliver those 
messages, I shouldn’t add or 
translate any of my thoughts 
and comments to them. 

I am proud to fulfill my 
mission as a BCA minister.

This year, Girl Scout Troop 569 of the Sacramento Buddhist 
Church (Betsuin) had its Bridging Ceremony. Nineteen high 
school seniors, most of whom started out as Brownies together, 
graduated from the program along with nine adult leaders. Front 
(left to right): Kayla Nodohara, Kaelyn Hosokawa, Rebecca Uda, 
Megan Cheng, Kari Nakamura, Olivia Wong, Brianna Fujimoto, 
Jessica Yee. Rear (left to right): Courtney Matsuo, Stacey Lee, 
Courtney Fong, Lyndsie Mark, Jennifer Jamilosa, Meghan 
Yamamoto, Sydney Kajioka, Kimberly Yabumoto, Emily Isakari, 
Kaili Ordiz, and Shelly Der. 

By Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop

My computer crashed. It has 
been down for over one week. I 
had information in my computer 
that I needed to keep, but now it 
is gone. It is my fault because I 
did not save it. Now I am finding 
out how much I depend on my 
computer to get my work done.

Today we rely heavily on 
information technology, known 
as IT. We get our information 
instantly through the Internet and 
communicate with each other via 

e-mail. People do not write checks 
to make payments anymore. It is 
all done electronically. 

People like to be connected 
with their friends. I always see 
people talking with their friends 
even while walking, but the new 
way to communicate is to send 
text messages. When I phone my 
children sometimes they do not 
answer, yet they always answer 
when I text them. I have even 
seen a person texting a person sit-
ting right next to him! The world 
is rapidly changing, for better or 
worse. 

Now I hear that publishing 
companies are having difficul-
ties because people are reading 
books on digital tablets instead 
of on paper. Within the Buddhist 
Churches of America, we hear 

some voices saying that we should 
send the Wheel of Dharma to mem-
bers by e-mail. I oppose the idea 
of not sending this written paper 
to members and friends in the 
old style, via “snail mail.” In fact, 
I would like to see more written 
materials for people. I actually 
would like to see a twenty-some 
page seasonal journal that would 
reach out to all the people in this 
country someday. 

Why do I think this way? I 
believe that there are two types of 
information. One is information 
that you need now and can forget 
about later. The other is informa-
tion that you need now and that 
you want to keep. There is infor-
mation in the Wheel of Dharma that 
belongs to the former category. 
I can understand that that infor-

mation could be sent through 
the fast, quick and economical 
e-mail method. But there is other 
information that belongs to the 
latter category. I’m referring to 
the articles about the Dharma. 
These articles have timeless value 
and should be read over and over 
again. They should be printed 
and distributed among those who 
would like to receive them. They 
should be readily available to ev-
eryone. For example, if the Wheel 
of Dharma is placed on a coffee 
table in the living room, someone 
else may pick it up and read it. 

I think the sutras are written 
letters from the Eternal Buddha, 
and Namo Amida Butsu is the 
message from the Eternal Bud-
dha. This message requires no 
smart phones or computers. You 

can communicate with the Eter-
nal Buddha as our members used 
to do many years ago. They were 
always uttering, “Na Man Da, Na 
Man Da,” just as a child might 
call out to its parents, “Mom and 
Dad, Mom and Dad!” They were 
always connected with the Eternal 
Buddha, with Oya. Way before 
the IT era, our members were us-
ing the Buddhist IT system. Really 
amazing!

Anyway, my computer taught 
me a lesson. Those of us who rely 
heavily on our computers should 
save our important documents 
and data in some safe and secure 
place. 

And please do not throw away 
your Wheel of Dharma. Please read 
the Dharma articles over and over 
again. 

Fulfilling My Mission as a BCA Minister

A New Chapter

My Computer Crashed  

Correction
The first photo caption for “Changing of the 
Guard” on the cover of the July issue of the 
Wheel of Dharma contained errors. The bishop 
of the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of 
Canada (JSBTC) is Rev. Tatsuya Aoki, and 
the JSBTC is also a part of the Jodo Shinshu 
Hongwanji-ha. The editors sincerely apologize 
for these errors.
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By Dr. Kent Matsuda
BCA President
Enmanji Buddhist Temple

Midwest Buddhist Temple
The Midwest Buddhist Temple started in July 1944. The late Rev. Gyodo Kono made his way out of the 
Rowher Arkansas Internment Camp to start the only BCA temple founded during World War II. 

As many Japanese-Americans began to find work in Chicago, there was a need for a familiar religion. It 
was the vision of Rev. Kono to have a new temple building on the north side of Chicago. The first build-
ing was purchased in 1948. After years of work, the current building was dedicated in 1971.

To finish the new building project, Rev. Kono went to Kyoto, Japan to personally select the statue of 
Amida Buddha and the other items in the Naijin. It was part of the unique vision of Rev. Kono to have 
the teaching of Shin Buddhism available to all people of the Chicago area. Thus, the peaceful face of 
Amida Buddha is clearly visible when one enters the Hondo. 

Midwest Buddhist Temple
435 W. Menomonee St., Chicago, IL 60614
(312) 943-7801
www.midwestbuddhisttemple.org

Note: This series introducing BCA temples correlates to 
the 2014 BCA Calendar.

Continued on Page 6

By Rev. Koho Takata
Los Angeles Hompa 

Hongwanji Buddhist Temple

It has been 13 years since 
terrorists attacked the World 
Trade Center in New York. It 
was September 11, 2001. I was on 
Kauai, Hawaii, serving at Kapaa 
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple at 
that time. Many tourists who were 
visiting the Island of Kauai were 
returning items they had bought to 
the stores. Due to the closure of 
the airport for a week, they needed 
extra money for lodging and meals. 

We observed an interfaith 
memorial service at the Kauai 
Community College Perform-
ing Arts Center on the day after 
the tragedy. It was packed with 
people remembering those who 
were affected by the tragedy. We 
all shared our anger and sadness, 
expressed our great concerns, and 
made pledges to world peace.

I now believe that although 
9/11 was just one of many trag-
edies we face today, the date 9/11 
gives us an opportunity to reflect 
upon ourselves and a reason to 
pursue world peace, including 
finding ways to realize peace in 
this present moment.

The cause of the tragedy is very 
simple. It is because of human 
ego—the self-centered mind, self-
attachment, selfishness. Buddhism 
is a teaching enabling us to realize 
our ignorance and our ineradicable 
blind passions, and to deeply re-
flect upon ourselves through the 
teachings.

We all judge the event as good 
or evil. We all label those who 
directly caused the tragedy as evil, 
because they took over 3,000 inno-
cent lives. I guess most of people 
in the world will agree on this ex-
cept the terrorist group. But then, 
what about those who caused war 
in Afghanistan? In addition to the 
terrorists who caused the tragedy, 
the USA, too, took many innocent 
lives through the war. However, 
we do not think of ourselves as 
evil. We think ourselves as good.    

“In truth, myself and others 
discuss only good and evil, leaving 
Amida’s benevolence out of con-
sideration. Among Master Shin-
ran’s words were: I know nothing 
at all of good or evil. For if I 
could know thoroughly, as Amida 
Tathagata knows, that an act was 

good, then I would know good. If 
I could know thoroughly, as the 
Tathagata knows, that an act was 
evil, then I would know evil. But 
with a foolish being full of blind 
passions, in this fleeting world—
this burning house—all matters 
without exception are empty and 
false, totally without truth and 
sincerity. Then Nembutsu alone is 
true and real.” (Collected Works of 
Shinran, p.679)       

We always see other people 
through our self-centered minds 
and hearts and judge them as good 
or evil. This is why “good” and 
“evil” always changes depending 
on the situation, circumstances, 
and conditions: a terrorist group 
vs. the USA, Iraq vs. USA, etc. We 
judge other people or incidents 
through our self-centered calcula-
tions. However, in the Buddha’s 
enlightened eyes, all living and 
non-living beings are equally valu-
able. 

As I deeply recall the event 
thirteen years later and calmly 
reflect upon the teachings, one 
story comes to mind; the well-
known story of Ajatasatru in the 
Contemplation Sutra, one of the 
three Pure Land Sutras.

In the great city of Rajagraha, 
India, there was a prince named 
Ajatasatru, his father King Bim-
bisara, his mother Queen Vaidehi, 
and his friend Devadatta. One day, 
Devadatta incited Ajatasatru to kill 

King Bimbisara by locking him up 
in jail without food. Queen Vaid-
ehi spread a paste of honey mixed 
with wheat flour over her body and 
secretly offered this food to the 
king to save him. When Ajatasatru 
learned about this, he became so 
angry he drew his sword to kill 
her. His ministers stopped him by 
citing Vedic scripture, so instead 
Ajatasatru locked his mother in 
jail.

Queen Vaidehi was filled with 
deep grief and despair due to the 
murderous intent of her own son. 
She contemplated on the Buddha 
in her heart. The Sakyamuni Bud-
dha became aware of her thoughts 
and came with Mahamaudgaly-
ayana and Ananda to Vaidehi in 
jail. The Buddha caused Amida 
Buddha’s image to appear in order 
to show her that Amida’s Wisdom 
and Compassion is always with her. 
The Buddha preached to Vaidehi 
that through the Nembutsu, even 
the most evil person would be 
born into the Buddha’s Pure Land 
because that was the true intent of 
the establishment of the Buddha-
Land.

“I reflect within myself: The 
universal Vow difficult to fathom 
is indeed a great vessel bearing 
us across the ocean difficult to 
cross. The unhindered light is 
the sun of wisdom dispersing the 
darkness of our ignorance. Thus 
it is that, when conditions for 

the teaching of birth in the Pure 
Land had matured, Devadatta 
provoked Ajatasatru to commit 
grave crimes. And when the op-
portunity arose for explaining the 
pure act by which birth is settled, 
Sakyamuni led Vaidehi to select 
the land of peace…. Sakyamuni, 
the great hero, sought indeed to 
bless those committing the five 
grave offences, those slandering 
the dharma, and those lacking the 
seed of Buddhahood. We know, 
therefore, that the auspicious 
Name embodying the perfectly 
fulfilled supreme virtues is true 
wisdom that transforms our evil 
into virtue, and that the diamond-
like shinjin so difficult to accept 
is true reality that sweeps away 
doubt and brings us to attainment 
of enlightenment.” (CWS, p.3)       

Shinran Shonin wrote about 
the story of Ajatasatru in the begin-
ning of his major work, The True 
Teaching, Practice, and Realiza-
tion of the Pure Land Way (Kyo-
Gyo-Shin-Sho). I interpret that to 
mean that Shinran Shonin saw his 
own foolishness in the story of 
Ajatasatru. What Shinran Shonin 
wrote enables me to awaken to 
the knowledge that one who com-
mits such evil acts is none other 
than myself; one who is always 
filled with blind passions. When I 
receive the Light of Wisdom from 
Amida Buddha, my blind passions 

The BCA Bylaws guide how the Buddhist 
Churches of America operates as a corporate 
business. They outline the governing struc-
ture of our organization, describe the role of 
the bishop and the elected officers, and lay 
out the interconnected lattice of the various 
BCA organizations, affiliated organizations, 
district councils, and committees. The BCA 
Bylaws outline how BCA organizations 
function and how the BCA can be dissolved.  
Our bylaws have been amended multiple 
times. The amendments are usually passed 
by the BCA National Board and ratified by 
the BCA National Council.

Our Bylaws Committee is headed by Rick 
Stambul, who is also one of the BCA’s vice-
presidents. He is currently in the process 
of trying to revise the bylaws into an easier 
to read, consistent and relevant document. 
This revision is a multi-year project, and I 
truly appreciate his efforts. 

At the May BCA National Board Meet-

ing, we spent over an hour discussing the 
proposed bylaw changes for this year. I 
would like to spend less time on these 
amendments at next year’s National Council 
Meeting. To that end, I would like to discuss 
the amendments that will be brought up at 
next February’s National Council Meeting in 
San Diego.

Issue 1: Which ministers can vote at the 
National Council Meeting?

Our current bylaws do not specifically 
indicate which ministers are allowed to vote 
at the BCA National Council Meeting. We 
have kaikyoshi ministers, kyoshi ministers, 
part-time ministers, and retired ministers 
serving as resident ministers. This amend-
ment will allow only kaikyoshi ministers 
assigned by the Hongwanji and assigned by 
the BCA Bishop to be allowed to vote at the 
BCA National Council Meeting. 

Issue 2: Can past BCA Presidents be 
elected to the BCA National Board after 
their term as president is over?

Currently, the bylaws do not allow a past 
BCA President to serve on the BCA Na-
tional Board until they have served a three-
year term as a district representative after 
their term as BCA President has concluded. 
This bylaw amendment would remove the 
prohibition and allow past BCA Presidents 
to be elected to the BCA National Board at 
any time after their term as BCA President 

is over. 
Issue 3: Who oversees changes to the 

guidelines for establishing temples and the 
guidelines for selecting the bishop?

The guidelines for establishing temples 
do not indicate who has the right to make 
changes to the guidelines. The guidelines for 
selecting a bishop indicate that a 2/3 vote 
by the National Council is needed to make 
changes in the guidelines.

The first part of this amendment will 
give the BCA National Board the right 
to amend the guidelines on establishing 
temples. The second part of this amendment 
gives the BCA Ministers’ Association and 
the BCA National Board the right to amend 
the guidelines for selecting a bishop. The 
two changes in this amendment will change 
the wording in the guidelines, not the BCA 
Bylaws. 

Issue 4: Do both the BCA National 
Board and National Council need to ap-
prove changes to the Center for Buddhist 
Education (CBE) Bylaws?

The current CBE Bylaws indicate that 
a majority vote by both the BCA National 
Board and the BCA National Council is 
needed to change the CBE Bylaws. This 
amendment will give the power to make 
changes to the CBE Bylaws to the BCA 
National Board. 

Issue 5: Can we make non-substantive 

changes to the BCA Bylaws?
This amendment will allow the BCA 

Bylaws Committee to change the wording 
in multiple sections of the bylaws so that it 
flows better, makes more sense, and is con-
sistent with what we are actually doing. To 
see the results of this amendment, you need 
to read the notes from your district repre-
sentatives. They have complete copies of the 
BCA Bylaws as they currently are and as they 
will become with the proposed changes. 

If you have any questions on these 
bylaws amendments, please see your district 
representative to the BCA National Board. 
They have copies of what was discussed at 
the May BCA National Board Meeting. If 
you would like your own copy of any of 
these changes, please contact me or Rick 
Stambul. 

I urge all temple presidents (and people 
who will be temple presidents in February 
2015) to discuss these bylaw changes with 
your district representatives at your next 
district meeting. We need not spend a lot of 
time on these bylaw amendments during the 
February BCA National Council Meeting. 
Next year, the meeting format will be differ-
ent from prior years. The business portion 
of the weekend will be shorter than in the 
past. I do not want the business portion to 
go over the allotted time. Thank you for 
your understanding.

The BCA Bylaws

9/11 Remembrances
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Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course - Monthly Essay

Visit: www.JSCC.cbe-bca.org for course details

How Have You Encountered
the Six Paramitas Being Practiced in
Your Buddhist Community?

By Rachel McHugh
Tariki Trust Sangha
Narborough Leicestershire, UK

The Six Paramitas are the practices of bodhisattvas, who are awakened beings who
have dedicated their lives to helping others reach enlightenment. Each paramita is a
quality of the heart, a virtue or attribute which describes the true nature of one who is
enlightened. They are also referred to as the Six Perfections. These are:

1) Generosity (Dana)
2) Ethics (Sila)
3) Patience (Kshanti)
4) Joyous Effort / Enthusiastic Perseverance (Virya)
5) Concentration (Dhyana)
6) Wisdom (Prajna)

The actual meaning of paramita as outlined in the reading is “crossing over to
the Other Shore.” Through the practice of the Six Paramitas we can cross over the sea
of suffering to the shore of happiness and awakening.

The sangha I belong to is relatively small but, despite or because of this, it is very
active and socially engaged, and there are many examples of how the six Paramita are
practiced. For example, the first Paramita, giving which counters greed and is about
letting go, is evidenced through the time given freely to the community through a pro-
ject for the vulnerable, and through chaplaincy work in the local university and hospi-
tal. The dharma is spread through groups such as sutra study, introductory courses for
those interested in Buddhism and meditation groups. There are also drop in sessions
and school visits. There are three main kinds of giving: wealth, be it material resources
or our time and energy, teaching e.g. the dharma, and finally the giving of fearlessness,
which may be to offer a kind word or show understanding.

As part of our training and as members of the sangha we are encouraged to be
vegetarian and if possible vegan, and to abstain from alcohol. Some of the sangha also
avoid caffeine. During Sunday service we remind ourselves of the precepts as part of
the service, which is useful as a reminder and for reflecting on during meditation. This
is the practice of the second paramita which is moral discipline or abiding by the pre-
cepts; it is about our behavior and how we conduct ourselves. For example, my sangha
does not eat meat or animal products and refrains from drinking alcohol but does not
condemn those who do.

The third paramita is patience, tolerance, forbearance, endurance, or composure,
which helps us to avoid arguments and to achieve our goals. According to this
month’s reading forbearance has three elements: 1) not giving rise to anger, 2) not clinging to
hatred and grudges, and 3) not harbouring ill will. Patience is important in almost everything
we do, especially when working with others and living as part of a community. The
third perfection therefore requires that we are tolerant of others’ anger and do not
react in an angry way, that we are accepting of suffering and its inevitability, and we
demonstrate patience when studying the dharma. This is demonstrated in everyday
life, especially amongst those who live within the Buddhist community, as it is neces-
sary to be tolerant of each other when living in such closeness. But this paramita also
shows the importance of not clinging to the wrongs of others and this, I think, is en-
couraged through our practice of giving thanks and reflecting on what we have re-
ceived and given.

The fourth paramita is diligence, joyous effort or enthusiastic effort. Within the
sangha there is always joy and enthusiasm which helps us keep going when we feel
tired or overwhelmed and counters laziness. The essence of this paramita is the cour-
age, energy, and endurance to continuously practice the Dharma and pursue the su-
preme goal of enlightenment.

The fifth perfection is meditative concentration. Our minds have the tendency to
constantly move and jump from one thought to another, often referred to as a mon-
key mind, and we become stuck in the same habitual behavioral patterns. But through
the practice of concentration we can train our mind to do what we want it to do.
Through meditation our minds become calmer, less agitated, and more settled, and
therefore we are better able to concentrate, which will enable us to uncover our innate
wisdom. Our sangha practices a lot of mediation in different forms, from sitting to
walking and through silence during meals and at certain times during the day so that
we can mindfully attend to our chores.

The sixth paramita is wisdom. Wisdom counters ignorance, and enables us to
know how best to help others and to improve ourselves, including our ability to get
along well with others. This wisdom is not that which is gained through intense study
and analysis of many diverse subjects but is our innate, all-knowing wisdom. I think
wisdom is very much in evidence. I foster to adults who have learning disabilities and
also dementia. Although they have limited academic abilities they have a lot of wis-
dom, which is seen in their acceptance of others and in how they just know how react
to others. I have learned a lot from these ladies and they are an important part of the
sangha.

My name is Rachel McHugh and I live in Northampton UK. I belong to a Sangha in
Narborough Leicestershire, UK known as Tariki Trust (formerly Amida Trust), which fol-
lows the Pureland Tradition.

BCA Education News & Highlights - Take Refuge in the Light of Joy!

JSCC August Workshop Connects withTokudo MAs

The Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course (JSCC) August Workshop is a won-
derful time for students and instructors to gather together to share their experiences
for a more meaningful understanding of their Jodo Shinshu studies. This year the
JSCC August Workshop was held on August 9 and 10 at the Jodo Shinshu Center in
Berkeley. Students came from Brazil, Alaska, Texas, and Minnesota, as well as the
Midwest and local areas.

“Meeting instructors, dharma talks, the lecture [by Dr. Lori Meeks], onenju work-
shop and the great food—everything was very positive,” wrote Colleen Morimoto. “I
also loved meeting the other students and advanced students.”

This same weekend, a Tokudo Preparatory Session was going on at the JSC.
Fourteen minister’s assistants (MAs) are going to Japan in November for Tokudo
training and ordination. JSCC Workshop participants were able to attend the Sunday
morning service, a lecture with Rev. Harry Bridge, and meals with the Tokudo MAs.

“Interaction with the Tokudo students was a nice coincidence,” one student
stated. “The Sunday morning service was beautiful and very spiritual.”

The JSCC offers new spring and fall enrollments every year and welcomes new-
comers. If you are interested, please contact the JSCC Office at (510) 809-1441 or
email hongwanjioffice@bcahq.org. For more information, visit www.jscc.cbe-bca.org.

CBE 2014 Calendar of Events
Programs subject to change. Events are at the Jodo Shinshu Center unless otherwise noted.

September 5-8: CBE Northwest District Tour with Rev. Akinori Imai (in NW District)
Sept. 6: Baby Boomers’ Seminar WWW.Com: Who, Why, Where? w/Rev. Patricia Usuki

September 18-21: Fall Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP) Seminar
at New York Buddhist Church (All levels)

September 26-28: Tokudo Preparatory Session #3
October 20-31: CBE Shinran Shonin Study Tour (in Japan)

October 25: Japanese Seminar with IMOP and Tsukiji Hongwanji Ministers
November 11-13: Ministers’ Continuing Education (MCE) with Dr. George Tanabe

December 11-13: Winter Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP) Seminar

www.BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org Email: cbe@bcahq.org Ph: (510) 809-1460

Rev. Dr. Taitetsu Unno (left) receives the first Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS) President’s Award from
IBS president, Reverend Kodo Umezu, on July 5, 2014. Photo by Tom Nishikawa

Rev. Dr. Taitetsu Unno, distinguished minister, scholar, translator and author,
received the first Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS) President’s Award during the
opening ceremonies at the Pacific Seminar - 21st Century, held July 4-6, 2014 at the
Berkeley Buddhist Temple. The award was presented by Rev. Kodo Umezu, Bishop
of the Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) and President of IBS.

Rev. Dr. Unno is widely recognized for playing a major role in cultivating a
broader appreciation of Shin Buddhism in America and inspiring and guiding new
generations of scholars and ministerial leaders. He was responsible for laying the foun-
dation for many of the educational programs conducted by the BCA and IBS.

IBS President’s Award Established at Pacific Seminar

Front, left to right: Carolene Panduren (Alaska), Dr. Victoria Brundage (Chicago), Rev. Carol Himaka (Southern
Alameda County Buddhist Church), Irene Hashimoto (Mt. View), Colleen Morimoto (Texas), Thais Campos
(Brasilia), Michael Ishikawa (San Mateo), Detlev (Ted) Gempf (Berkeley), and Rev. Mary David (retired, Hawaii).
Back, left to right: Ron Ito (Oakland), Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara (JSCC Coordinator), Perry Ritnour (Enmanji), Rev.
Harry Bridge (Oakland), Martin “Koby” Kobylecky, Lisa Mayeda (JSCC Assistant), Maya Togashi (San Mateo), and
Dr. Todd Tsuchiya (Minnesota).

Rev. Harry Bridge (far left) conducts a session on chanting Shoshinge to Tokudo aspirants. Clockwise from left: Laverne
Imori, Karen Mukai, Toshie Mori, Yuki Mori, Tadao Koyama, Isabelle Bernard, and Cheryl Ikemiya.
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The Dharmakara Series: Our Lifelong Learning Challenge
___________________________________________________________________

INTRODUCTION TO THE SANBUTSU-GE:
Gatha (verses) in Praise of the Buddha (Part 8)

by Rev. John Iwohara

This is the continuation of a series of articles on the Sanbutsu-ge.
The reader is also encouraged to visit the on-line site: Dharmanet.org

http://www.dharmanet.org/coursesM/Shin/1.html

Section 1: In praise of the Buddha (...continued)
In last month’s article we finished talking about the Bodhisattva praising the light

of the Buddha. This praise, we discovered, is in praise of the Buddha’s karmic acts of
the body, or the first of the three karmic acts of body, mouth, and mind. The next
section, comprised of two lines, is in praise of the second karmic act; the activity of
the mouth.

正覺大音 響流十方 shou gaku dai on kou ru ji’ pou
“The Great sound of true awakening, reverberates (resounds and flows) through the ten directions.”

The first line that introduces the Buddha’s karmic act of the mouth as witnessed
by the Bodhisattva tells us that true awakening, enlightenment, has a “great sound.”
This passage, however, goes to the trouble of telling us that it is true awakening and

not just awakening that has a great sound. When the term for awakening, kaku (覚),

is used singularly it tends to emphasize the wisdom that comes with Enlightenment.

When it is modified to become true awakening (正覚) it takes on the nuance of being

able to eliminate ignorance and wake others to the great truth. This is significant espe-
cially for Mahayana Schools of Buddhism, of which Jodo Shinshu is a part, because
Mahayana Schools emphasize in their description of Enlightenment the fulfillment of
both benefiting self and benefiting others. Enlightenment, in other words, can never be just
for oneself. The Great Sound that is a product of true awakening, then, cannot just be
a proclamation of what one has received or just an expression of joy at what one has
achieved. It must be sounded to help others to awaken as well. It is this sound that the
Bodhisattva was able to hear and receive loud and clear from the Buddha. It is this
great sound that the Bodhisattva is now praising.

The Bodhisattva calls this sound that he was able to hear and receive great. Be-
cause it is the contents of True Awakening that is being heard, there is probably no
other word but “great” to express the quality of what is being heard. Quality of sound
is just as important as volume. For example, as Jodo Shinshu was being introduced to
America by the issei pioneers (the Jodo Shinshu Buddhists that emigrated from Japan
to the United States), these immigrants had to learn English as part of their immigra-
tion process. During that time they
also started to use their adopted lan-
guage in unique and sometimes inter-
esting ways. One example of this
acculturation process is with the crea-
tion of the phrase “hi tone.” It is a
phrase that was used to mean “of high
quality,” “elegant,” or “refined.” It
also takes on the nuance of
“expensive.” Originally, however, it
meant “high fidelity” in reference to
audio equipment. “Hi tone” became
synonymous with “refined” because
only high-end audio equipment was
able to accurately reproduce the high
tones found in the original audio
source. It took on the nuance of “expensive” because only people of means could
afford to buy this kind of equipment. It is not a phrase that can be found in any Japa-
nese dictionary, although it is still in use within the Japanese-American community. In
this way, quality of sound became associated with “elegant,” “refined,” “high quality,”
or “great.” The truth is something that wants to be heard, but it is also a refined and
elegant sound. Because it is a refined and elegant sound, a sound that can soothe the
heart, we find ourselves being attracted to this sound and wanting to hear it.

This sound of True Awakening is one that motivated the King to give up his
throne and Kingdom. It is a sound that makes us seriously think about what the word
“great” really means. By our normal definition of the term, the King had already
achieved “greatness.” He was the most important and powerful person of his King-
dom. What would lead him to give all that up? Put in another way, the attributes that
we hope to achieve in becoming something like a king are wealth, power, fame, and
fortune. Does the accumulation of these things guarantee our happiness? Is it enough,
to use an earlier analogy, to be brighter or more powerful than the sun and moon?
What if something bigger and better comes up later? If simply being greater than
something else cannot guarantee happiness, then how important is the wealth, power,
fame, and fortune of a king if you do not find fulfillment in your life? If there is some-
thing that could guarantee fulfillment, wouldn’t that be greater than wealth, power,
fame, and fortune? This sound of true awakening, because it can guarantee fulfillment,
is the reason why it is a great sound.

However, it is also a great sound for another reason. It is a great sound because
it is powerful enough to reverberate throughout the ten directions. Because the ten
directions of North, Northeast, East, Southeast, South, Southwest, West, Northwest,
Up and Down have the meaning of “everywhere,” the great sound of true awakening
is meant for everyone to hear, regardless of where they may be. The Dharma, in other
words, is universal. It does not discriminate. Because it does not discriminate, it does-
n’t matter whether you are a king or a pauper, sage or bonbu. It is a teaching that will
be shared equally with all.

This sound, the Universal sound of the Dharma, is how we are often introduced
to Buddhism. Although the quiet insight of Buddhism can be had through meditation,
it is the sound of the Dharma that moved a King to become a Bodhisattva. It is this
same sound that becomes our chanting. It is the sound that becomes a Dharma Mes-
sage. It is the sound that would inspire the Bodhisattva to give rise to the calling Name
of Namo Amida Butsu, or the sound of the Buddha’s Vow, to embrace all and forsake
none. It is the same sound that has to be expressed and one that cannot remain hid-
den and stored away. It is the sound that moves us to repeat the same.

BCA Education News & Highlights - Take Refuge in the Light of Joy!

CBE Co-Director’s Message:

One Direction
by Rev. Marvin Harada, CBE Co-director

In July I had the privilege of speaking for two weeks in Hawaii, mainly at the
Buddhist Study Center’s summer session. At the end of the summer session I spoke to
some young people at a beach retreat. They were mostly high schools students with a
few junior high and a few college students as well. I was given about an hour to speak
to them about Buddhism.

In an attempt to make it fun and not bore them, I decided to play a game that I
sometimes do in our family services with our Dharma School children. As a way of
illustrating how Buddhism is not just in books or in our heads but is something all
around us in our everyday lives, I sometimes play a game in which I challenge the kids
to name something, anything…a word, an idea, an object, and I have to relate that to
Buddhism somehow.

At the beach retreat, one young girl said, “One Direction.” I am not really up on
young people’s music, but I did know that “One Direction” is the name of a music
group, like Boyz II Men, or in my era, like the Stylistics or the Temptations. I can’t
name any of their songs, but I did know they were a musical group.

“One Direction” is a wonderful concept to reflect on in terms of Buddhism. I
gave an answer to her something like what follows:

Without Buddhism, we have no true direction in life. We are lost, but sadly, we
don’t even know that we are lost.

For a person who is lost, the hardest thing to admit is that you are really lost.
You think you know where you are, or you think you know your way out of the forest,
but you really don’t. That is called “delusion” in Buddhism. It is called being in the
world of samsara, lost, but not knowing you are lost.

We men are the worst at admitting we are lost. I don’t know how many times I
have been driving somewhere with my wife Gail, and we are looking for a restaurant
or business and I tell her I know where it is. I drive around and around, and can’t find
it. I know it is right around here somewhere. Gail suggests that I stop and ask for di-
rections. “No, I know where I am. It is right around here somewhere.” Fifteen min-
utes later we are still lost. Finally I pull into a gas station and I tell Gail, “Go in and ask
the guy for directions.” Somehow, we men hate to admit we are lost.

If you enter the path of Buddhism, now you have direction in your life. Your life
is headed towards truth, towards enlightenment. Even if it is the first step along the
path, the moment you consciously decide to follow the path of Buddhism, you are
headed in the right direction. Prior to that, can you say that you have had true direc-
tion in your life? You might have been headed in the direction of getting rich. Or you
might have been headed in the direction of moving up the ladder at work. Or, you
might have been headed in the direction of finding happiness in all kinds of ways,
doing this and that, but never finding anything really true or fulfilling.

That is why Buddhism can give us the one direction in life, out of the world of
delusion and samsara.

What a wonderful feeling it is to have direction in life. No matter what chal-
lenges life presents you, if you have direction in life, then nothing can hinder you. Fail-
ure in business, failure in marriage, ill health, none of those things can truly obstruct a
person who has direction in life. For a person who has direction, those negative chal-
lenges give even greater meaning to your life. All the more, your path in life, your di-
rection in life becomes clearer and clearer. The more challenges you encounter, the
more you appreciate the path, the more you appreciate the journey. One who has a
true direction in life is never lost. Even in the depths of the forest, in the depths of the
wilderness of life’s challenges, you know the way. You know how to find your way
out. Even if it is a long journey, you know where your final destination lies.

Buddhism offers us the one direction out of our own delusion, out of our own
suffering, and shows us the path to truth and enlightenment.

Namuamidabutsu.

BCA Center for Buddhist Education presents:

CBE Northwest Tour: September 5-8, 2014
With Guest Speaker:

Reverend Akinori Imai
Former Bishop, Higashi Honganji Hawaii and North America Districts

Minister Emeritus, Berkeley Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple

The Center for Buddhist Education is sponsoring the CBE Northwest Tour for
2014. The guest speaker is Reverend Akinori Imai, former Bishop of the Higashi Hon-
ganji Hawaii and North America Districts, and retired resident minister of the Berke-
ley Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple.

Rev. Imai was born in Tokyo, Japan and graduated from Ohtani University. In
1966 he received Kyoshi and Kaikyoshi certification from the Higashi Honganji in
Kyoto, Japan. He came to the US in 1967 to become the resident minister at the
Berkeley Higashi Honganji, where he served for 39 years. Meanwhile, he continued his
studies at California State University, Hayward to receive a BA in Psychology and an
MS in Clinical Counseling. In 1982 he founded the East West Counseling Center with
Rev. Dr. Ryo Imamura. The following year Rev. Imai became a coordinator of the
Jodo Sanbukyo Translation Project, sponsored by Higashi Honganji in Kyoto.

Rev. Imai will be speaking at all of the Northwest District temples located on the
western side of the district this year in September. Please contact your local temple for
details on times of the lectures and services at which Rev. Imai will be speaking.

Friday, September 5: White River Buddhist Temple
3625 Auburn Way North, Auburn, WA 98071 (253) 833-1442

Temple@WhiteRiverBuddhistTmpl.org

Saturday, September 6: Tacoma Buddhist Temple
1717 S. Fawcett Avenue, Tacoma, WA 98402 (253) 627-1417

buddhist.temple@tacomabt.org

Sunday, September 7: Seattle Betsuin
1427 S. Main Street, Seattle, WA 98144 (206) 329-0800 office@seatlebetsuin.com

Monday, September 8: Oregon Buddhist Temple
3720 SE 34th Avenue, Portland, OR 97202 (503) 234-9456

OregonBuddhistTemple@yahoo.com

Presented in partnership with the BCA NW District and host temples

www.BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org Email: cbe@bcahq.org Phone: (510) 809-1460

“Turning of the Wheel of Dharma” by Kosetsu Nosu.
Courtesy of Bukkyo Dendo Kyokai.
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Rev. Takata
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Founding Day
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and self-centered nature are revealed. 
Amida Buddha’s Primal Vow (18th 
Vow) was established solely for me, 
who needs to be liberated from the 
darkness of a deluded mind.

As we anticipate the 14th memo-
rial for the September 11 Tragedy 
during this Fall Ohigan season, let 
us all listen to the teaching of Amida 
Buddha’s Primal Vow.

Now avail-
able: Secrecy’s 
Power: Covert 
Shin Buddhists 
in Japan and 
Contradictions of 
Concealment by 
Clark Chilson, 
$42.00.

It is well 
known that 
Shinran Shonin 
disowned his 
eldest son, 
Zenran, for 
claiming secret knowledge. However less 
well known is the fact that covert groups of 
Shin Buddhists have existed for centuries 
and continue to exist today, meeting secretly 
on secluded mountains, in homes, and in the 
backrooms of stores. These covert groups 
claim to be followers of the real Shin, known 
as ura (hidden) Shin—the true, deeper, ulti-
mate teachings of Shinran as opposed to what 
they call omote (surface) Shin represented by 
Nishi and Higashi Hongwanji.

Clark Chilson makes a fascinating study 
of the histories, doctrines, and practices of 
some of these covert Shin groups. He also 
examines in depth an Urahomon confraternity 
that remains active even today. In particular 
Chilson looks at the impact and consequences 
of concealment which at times are oppos-
ing and contradictory. He also discusses the 
dilemma of secrecy: in order to protect the ul-
timate teachings, they must be concealed, and 
yet, in order to survive, the teachings must be 
revealed and transmitted. Chilson concludes 
with clarifying some of the answers his study 
provides and posing some questions yet to be 
answered.

To order go to www.bcabookstore.com 
or sales@bcabookstore.com / 510-809-1435. 
The BCA Bookstore is open Wednesday 
through Saturday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Like us on 
Facebook.

BCA Bookstore 
News 
By Gayle Noguchi

favorite words by Shinran Shonin are: 
Through the benefit of the unhin-

dered light, 
We realize shinjin of vast, majestic 

virtues,
And the ice of our blind passions 

necessarily melts,
Immediately becoming water of en-

lightenment. 
(Collected Works of Shinran (CWS) 

p.371, Hymns of the Pure Land Masters)
Rev. Kohei Ishimaru was born in 

Nagasaki and studied at the Ryukoku 
University Graduate School of Shin Bud-
dhist Studies:

When I was 13 years old, I met a 
former BCA minister, Rev. Chiken 
Takeda. He told me, “Kaikyoshi is a really 
meaningful and fun job. You are cut out 
for Kaikyoshi. American followers are 
waiting for you.” Hearing that, I thought I 
was born to be Kaikyoshi. I want to learn 
American culture and the way to have a 
good relationship between the Kaikyoshi 
and the members of the temple. I look 
forward to meeting you. I will do my best 
from now on with a smile.

My favorite food? I like everything. 
My favorite music group is The Pillows 
(Japanese rock band). My hobby is cook-
ing. My favorite words by Shinran Shonin 
are: 

Sakyamuni and Amida are our father 
and our mother,

Full of love and compassion for us;
Guiding us through various skillful 

means, 
They bring us to awaken the supreme 

shinjin.
(CWS p.380, Hymns of the Pure Land 

Masters) 
Rev. Makoto Ichiwa was born in 

Tatsuno-City, Hyogo and studied at 
Takarazuka University (Masters of Media 
Arts) and Chuo Bukkyo Gakuin:

I am interested in spreading the Jodo 
Shinshu teaching in the United States, 
where the number of the followers is 
going to increase in the future. Also, my 
parents encouraged me to be Kaikyoshi. I 
am interested in learning how American 
people understand the teaching in English. 
I will study hard to speak English fluently. 
I am far from perfect in English speaking 
and listening, but I will do my best. 

My favorite food is ramen. My favorite 
music is anime songs. My hobbies are 
watching anime and playing video games. 
My favorite words by Shinran Shonin are:

Amida has passed through ten kalpas 
now

Since realizing Buddhahood;
Dharma-body’s wheel of light is with-

out bound,
Shining on the blind and ignorant of 

the world. 
(CWS p.325, Hymns of the Pure Land) 
Rev. Shinji Ouchi was born in 

Nagasaki and studied at Kyoto Gaidai 
University and Chuo Bukkyo Gakuin:

My father wanted to become a Kai-
kyoshi minister when he was young, but 
he was the first son of the temple. He 
had to inherit the temple so he gave up 
his dream. I am his third son and don’t 
have to take over at the temple, but I am 
so influenced by my father that I want to 
become a Kaikyoshi. I’d like to know what 
American people want to learn from Jodo 
Shinshu. If I know that, it will be helpful 

for me in my future ministerial work. This 
is my first visit to the U.S., so I am little 
bit worried about whether I can survive, 
but I also am looking forward very much 
to meeting BCA members. Yoroshiku 
onegaishimasu.

My favorite food is sushi. My favorite 
music is Grand Funk Railroad (Locomo-
tion), The Isley Brothers (Shout), Scott 
McKenzie, and Phil Collins. My hobbies 
are watching movies, especially action 
movies. My favorite words by Shinran 
Shonin are:

When I consider deeply the Vow of 
Amida, which arose from five kalpas of 
profound thought, I realize that it was en-
tirely for the sake of myself alone! (CWS 
p.679, A Record of Lament of Divergences) 

Rev. Joshin Kamuro is from Kuma-
moto and studied at the Ryukoku Univer-
sity Graduate School of Shin Buddhist 
Studies (PhD program):

 When I was a senior at Ryukoku 
University, I visited Jodo Shinshu temples 
in Hawaii. I was very impressed by the 
devoted work of the ministers who tried 
hard to spread the teaching in conjunction 
with social activities. I also want to do 
such ministerial work. I’d like to talk with 
as many senseis and members as possible 
so that I can learn what I need to know to 
do effective ministerial work in the future. 
I’d like to share the Jodo Shinshu teaching 
with all of you and enjoy listening to the 
teaching together. Yoroshiku onegaishimasu. 

My favorite food is Japanese pudding. 
My favorite music is Okinawan music. 
My hobby is karate. My favorite words by 
Shinran Shonin are:

At the time shinjin becomes settled, 
birth too becomes settled… (CWS p.523, 
Lamp for the Latter Ages)

Continuing Mission
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Buddha. Buddha and we are not hetero-
geneous, but only represent differences in 
degree. We ought not to ask benefits for 
our external being. We should seek the 
highest development of our inner nature, 
and we must remove our own imperfec-
tions, relying on no other power. I firmly 
believe that Buddhism is a better moral 
guide than Christianity. Our plan here is 

first to establish a church, then an eve-
ning school for our own people, and as 
we become more proficient in English, to 
communicate with those among Ameri-
cans who wish to investigate Buddhism.”

Both Dr. Sonoda and his assistant, Mr. 
Nishijima, are sons of Buddhist priests. 
They belong to that branch of their reli-
gion which is known as the Shin-shu, or 
“true sect,” and is the most powerful in 
Japan, having the largest and most elegant 
temple, called the Western, or Hongu-
wangi [sic].

The Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) Sustaining Membership Program was established on October 7, 1961 at a National Board meeting. 
The leaders saw the need to create a reserve fund for the BCA to use to meet monetary emergencies outside of the current annual budget. 
With this extra financial support, BCA programs and projects as well as BCA member’s needs that arise during the year and were not in the 
current budget will be considered and funded.

A portion of the funds from this program are transferred yearly into the Bishop’s Expansion Fund; thus enabling Bishop’s discretion to support 
new initiatives and programs benefitting our Sanghas.

Name:  

Address:  

Temple/Church Name:       

Amount of Contribution:       

Please make check payable to: BUDDHIST CHURCHES OF AMERICA 
1710 Octavia Street, San Francisco, CA 94109

Or charge my credit card:          VISA     MC DISCOVER     AMEX

Name on Card        

Card No.       

Exp. Date    CCV  

Signature        

The Buddhist Churches of America is non-profit organization under Internal Revenue Code 
Section 501(c)(3). Your contributions are tax deductible under Internal Revenue Code Section 
170. Those who donate $250 or more will be sent a separate acknowledgement/receipt while 
other individuals may request a written acknowledgement.

BCA SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

The 23rd World Scout Jamboree will 
be held on July 28 – August 8, 2015 in 
Kirara-hama, JAPAN. The theme is 和 
(wa): A Spirit of Unity. The Jamboree is 
open to all scouts between the ages of 
14 – 17 years of age. Approximate cost 
per participant is $6,000.
The BCA Scouting Committee is 
currently looking into the possibility of 
organizing either a patrol (10 scouts) or 
a troop (40 scouts). If you are interested 
in participating please contact Rev. John 
Iwohara who is the ministerial advisor 
to the BCA Scouting Committee at 
GBCrev2@gmail.com.
Further information about the Jamboree 
can be found at www.scouting.org/
worldjamboree.aspx or at www.23wsj.jp/
index_e.html.

The intent of the Sustaining Membership Program is to 
actively use most of the funds collected from the previ-
ous year.  Different from the past program where only a 
certain portion of the funds were used, most of the funds 
collected will be used for propagating Jodo Shinshu 
Buddhism; educating the general public on Shinran 
Shonin’s Teachings; assisting temples fostering  new 
members, and financially supporting youth groups such 
as the BCA Youth Advocacy Program.

It is only through your dedicated efforts and support that 
we are able to spread the Nembutsu teachings through-
out the United States. No words can truly express our 
gratitude and appreciation.

In Gassho – Namo Amida Butsu 

Kenneth Tanimoto, President-Elect
Chair, Sustaining Membership Program
Charlene Grinolds, Vice President
Chair, Coordinated Fundraising Committee
Rev. Kodo Umezu, Bishop
Dr. Kent M. Matsuda, President






