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Gomonshu’s Message:
On the Commemoration
on the Accession of the
Jodo Shinshu Tradition

On June 6, 2014, I came to inherit the legacy of the
Jodo Shinshu tradition through receiving the transmis-
sion from the Monshu Emeritus Ohtani Koshin, suc-
ceeding to the posts of the resident priest of Hongwanji
and the Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha Monshu. Today,
I would like to announce that the Commemoration on
the Accession of the Jodo Shinshu Tradition (Dento
Hokoku Hoyo) shall be scheduled for the years 2016 and
2017. My succession of the Jodo Shinshu tradition will
be officially proclaimed to the Buddha and Masters,
and through its observance, it is anticipated that the
teaching of Amida Buddha’s Primal Vow shall gain
prosperity and Hongwanji in its entirety shall achieve
further growth.

Amida Buddha’s Primal Vow is directed without
discrimination to every life and saves them just as they
are. Despite our being filled with delusions and suffer-
ing, we are enabled to entrust ourselves wholeheartedly
to Amida Tathagata’s great compassion and be born
in the Pure Land, the manifestation of the Buddha’s
true enlightenment. Although everything in this world,
including ourselves, is unreliable, which Shinran Shonin
expressed as “empty and false,” we are always able to re-
alize the assuredness in the working of the Primal Vow.

Modern scientific and technological sophistication
urges us to pursue convenient and luxurious lifestyles,
thereby making our desires swell boundlessly. However,
I feel that people have begun to realize the futility of
these efforts. In addition, such factors as the nuclear
family unit and demographic shift from rural to urban
areas have forced the conventional social structure to
change greatly. As a result, the bonds between people
have become weak, causing new anxieties and feelings
of uneasiness to arise. On the global scale as well, we
can see that there are a number of issues that threaten
humanity’s existence, such as armed conflict, economic
imbalance, climate change, and the proliferation of
nuclear materials, and it is anticipated that the situation
will likely intensify.

Therefore, I believe it is important for us to listen to
the Dharma. Listening to the Dharma clarifies for us the
compassionate working of Amida Tathagata that always
embraces us as just as we are and never abandons us.
Hence, we should share our appreciation and gratitude
for it with as many people as possible. As Nembutsu
followers who are guided by the Buddha’s wisdom, it is
important for us to take the initiative and actively carry
out programs to cope with the numerous problems and
issues in contemporary society. I feel that such efforts
will contribute to the actualization of a society in which
everyone is able to live a life of spiritual fulfillment.

It is my hope that this upcoming Commemoration
of Accession shall become a significant event as the first
major step of our organization. May this occasion serve
as the impetus for the Hongwanji to effectively cope
with the changing times while upholding the traditional
religious values based on Amida Tathagata’s uncondi-
tional compassion. The Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha
administration is currently formulating new long-term
plans in anticipation of the 850th Anniversary of Shin-
ran Shonin’s Birth and the 800th Anniversary of the
Establishment of the Jodo Shinshu Teaching. We kindly
request your active cooperation and participation.

January 16, 2015

Shaku Sennyo

OHTANI Kojun

Monshu

Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

Response to the Shooting in Orlando, Florida

We are deeply shocked and saddened by the mass shooting at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando, Florida. We wish to
express our profound sympathy to the families and friends of the victims.

When we encounter tragic events such as this, we turn to the Buddha for guidance on how to live our lives without

hating and harming each other. We recognize that the root of hatred is very difficult to identify. It comes from deep inside

of our karmic consciousness. We live our lives based on emotions and feelings of love and hatred. This is the source of our

daily actions.

But there is a true and real realm beyond love and hatred. This is the Buddha’s realm; the realm of Enlightenment.

Deeply grieving our condition, the Buddha urges us to listen to the Dharma and to hear the words from the world of

true equality. Through this realization, we are able to see one another as fellow travelers on a journey to the world of true

equality. Regardless of race, ethnicity, religion, or sexual orientation, we should live our lives with respect and kindness.

Namo Amida Butsu

In Gassho (With Palms Together),
Rev. Kodo Umezu, Bishop, Buddhist Churches of America

On the evening of June 12, 2016, Buddhist Church of San Francisco’s resident minister, Rev. Ron Kobata, with Keisuke Miyaki Sensei
and Elaine Donlin Sensei, joined thousands of people who gathered in San Francisco’s Castro district for a vigil and march to City Hall
in remembrance of our LGBTQ brothers and sisters killed in Orlando, and to recommit to peace, unity, and gun control. SF City Hall
was lit in rainbow colors and flags were lowered to half-staff as a memorial for the dead. See page 5 for article.

Mrs. Joyce Terao was honored by the
Spokane Buddhist Temple as one of its
founders. Terao Hall was named after her
and her late husband, Rev. Eiyu Terao,
and the late Rev. William and Mrs. Mary
Terao. Also participating in the ceremony
were Rinban Don Castro (far left) and
Sensei Paul Vielle.

On April 23, 2016, the Spokane
Buddhist Temple honored Mrs. Joyce
Terao, her late husband Rev. Eiyu
Terao, and his late brother and wife,
Rev. William and Mrs. Mary Terao, in
the dedication of the building adjacent
to the temple. A special ceremony was
held to name the building Terao Hall.
Mrs. Joyce Terao of Alameda, CA,

By Karen Akahoshi,
Buddhist Temple of San Diego

attended the event with her daughters,
Reiko Murakami of Mountain View,
CA, Karen Akahoshi of San Diego,
CA, and Lenni Terao-Doerr and her
husband, Douglas Doerr of Alameda,
CA. Also joining them was Judy Uy-
ema of Huntington Beach, CA, the
daughter of the late Rev. and Mrs.
William Terao.

“l really appreciate this great
honor,” said Mrs. Terao. “My late
husband and brother-in-law would be
gratified to see the continued growth
and prosperity of the Spokane temple.”

The dedication
conducted by Rinban Don Castro of
the Seattle Betsuin who was assisted

ceremony  was

by Sensei Paul Vielle. Following the
ceremony, a dinner was held in the
Terao Hall.

The event was chaired by Eileen
Tanaka.

Rev. and Mrs. Eiyu Terao estab-
lished the Spokane temple in 1945,
their
Minidoka Internment Camp in Idaho.

following release from the

The temple was originally housed in

the Terao residence until 1966, when
a converted Christian church was pur-
chased. The statue was of particular
significance as Rev. William Terao,
who was a part of the 442nd Combat
Team, reenlisted so that he could
travel to Japan to purchase a statue of
the Amida Buddha. This was to be a
memorial to Rev. William and Rev.
Eiyu’s parents, who perished in the
bombing of Hiroshima. The Gomon-
shu of the Nishi Hongwanji donated
the statue.

The temple building was partially
destroyed by fire in 1992, but the altar
and statue were saved by firefighters. A
new temple was built and rededicated
in 1994. The statue still stands today
in the altar of the Spokane Buddhist
Temple.

Both Karen Akahoshi and Judy
Uyema spoke at the dinner on behalf
of their parents to acknowledge the
honor. Mrs. Akahoshi commended
the temple for continuing to grow and
thrive by embracing those outside of
the Japanese American community.
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The Ignorant and the Wise

The above quote is from the
Nirvana Sutra and can be found
in Shinran Shonin’s Kyogyoshinsho.
This is part of a dialogue between
Shakyamuni Buddha and King
Ajatasatru. I hope you know the
famous story of Ajatasatru. After
imprisoning and starving his own
father to death, King Ajatasatru
suffers a great deal of remorse and
physical and mental pain. Various
treatments are tried, but nothing
helps him. The king finally listens
to the advice of Jivaka, one of his
vassals, and reluctantly decides to
go to the Buddha for help.

The Buddha, who truly under-
stands why we do the things that
we do, explains to the king that
foolish people react to things that
do not really exist and, as a result,
say and do terrible things like
harming or killing others. He also
says that the wise know that what
they think they see is not real.

I don’t believe I belong to the
group of foolish people. I think I
am wise and I think I know what is

Minister’s Assistant Certification: On June 18, 2016, Rev.
Bishop, certified Laverne Imori (far left) and Maribeth Smith (far right) as

minister’s assistants at the Buddhist Temple of San Diego. Rev. Kenji Akahoshi,
resident minister, assisted. Photo by Richard Matsumoto.

right and wrong. I believe that what
I see is true and real. However, the
Buddha’s message challenges my
way of thinking. In reality, | am no
different from Ajatasatru.

By Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop

“Great King, it is like a magician at the crossroads conjuring all varieties of men
and women, elephants and horses, adornments and robes. The ignorant think
them real, but the wise know that they are not.”
(Collected Works of Shinran, p. 136)
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Kodo Umezu, BCA

What Shakyamuni Buddha said
over 2,500 years ago is a timeless
truth. In the present world, we live
with deep faith in our own judg-
ment and create chaotic conditions

around us. How deplorable!

Our delusions have become
more sophisticated than magicians
at crossroads. I recently saw a new
recreational device on TV; a pair of
electric goggles that show virtual
reality in front of the user’s eyes.
The picture is so real that the user
thinks it is real. This is good for
some purposes. For example, it can
seem like your family or friends
who live far away from you are in
your own living room. It can seem-
ingly take you to Paris or London
in an instant. This advanced tech-
nology lets us see any location in
the world or in the universe.

But the Buddha’s words warn
us that our minds work like these
electric  goggles—showing s
things that don’t exist. Our minds
change constantly and so do our
views. So before we say or do
things that might hurt others, let
us pause for a moment and hear
the words coming from the realm
of enlightenment.

Namo Amida Butsu.

“Attaining the Stage of the Truly Settled Here ¢& Now’:
What Does that Mean to Us?

By Rev. Mutusmi Wondra,
Orange County Buddhist Church

Ten
months have already

Time flies.

passed since I started
working as a full-
Kyoshi
ister at the Orange
County  Buddhist
Church (OCBC). 1
am grateful to share
the Buddha Dharma
and Shin Buddhist
teachings with the
Buddhist Churches

of America Sangha.

time min-

In this Dharma message, I would like to
share thoughts from my two Master Theses
at the Institute of Buddhist Studies and
Ryukoku University Graduate School, focus-
ing on Shinran’s unique teaching of attain-
ing the stage of the truly settled in this life
(now) and in the present world (here), called
genshd shdjoju (genshd: here and now, shojoju:
the group of people whose minds have been
settled). This thought is that once you hear
and receive the Amida Buddha’s Vow, you
will not fall back again spiritually for the rest
of your life. People might ask, “Is that right?”
The answer is: “Yes, it is right and true.” This
concept is unique among Buddhist teachings,
and is also regarded as Shinran’s contribution
to the development of Pure Land Buddhism.

Traditional Pure Land Buddhism, taught
up until Hénen before Shinran, explained
that the status of non-retrogression (not fall-
ing back) would be attained only after our
physical death, and then practice to achieve
enlightenment would occur in the Buddha’s
land. People thought the Buddha’s land was
the perfect place for practice, instead of this
deluded world where they were living every-
day lives. However, Shinran focused on the
importance of here and now. He developed
the idea that at the one-thought moment of
realizing the Buddha’s true and real mind
while living in this life, one would immedi-
ately join the group of people whose minds
had been truly settled, and then could dwell
in deep joy, even without severing delusions,
for the remainder of this life.

Shinran did not develop this thought
originally by himself. It is based on the 7hree
Pure Land Sutras and the Seven Masters’
writings, particularly those by Nagarjuna and
T’an-Luan.

Shinran pursued his spiritual path during
hard times. In the late 12th to 13th centuries,
a number of natural disasters hit Kyoto. After
a twenty-year practice on Mt. Hiei, Shinran
finally descended from the mountain and
visited Honen, who shared the Nembutsu
teaching. Honen’s teaching opened a new
world to Shinran, and he came to join a group
of people whose minds had been settled in the
Nembutsu. The calling voice of Namo Amida
Butsu is the source of immeasurable wisdom,

which spiritually liberates us beyond life and
death.

Shinran explained that people who whole-
heartedly entrust in Amida Buddha’s Primal
Vow can attain the stage of the truly settled
during this life, and will later be born in the
Buddha’s land and attain Buddhahood after
physical death. He also regarded and praised
those people as true disciples of Siakyamuni
and other Buddhas, the “same” as Bodhisattva
Maitreya, and even “equal” to the Amida Ta-
thagata, in that their hearts and minds were
already equal to the Tathagata, even though
they were impure and accidently creating kar-
mic evil in this life. By subtly distinguishing
the two words “same” and “equal,” Shinran
clearly implied that we do not attain Buddha-
hood in this world as long as we live with the
three poisons: greed, anger, and delusion.

There are ten benefits for those people to
receive in the present world. Those benefits
are not worldly. Rather they are spiritual
benefits so we can live our true lives fully with
humility and gratitude for the great compas-
sion, even as we struggle with our own minds
of discrimination. You can imagine the white
lotus coming out from muddy water and
blooming as a beautiful white flower. The
benefit of entering the stage of the truly settled
genshd  shojoju—here and now—eventually
leads us to the world of nirvana. Shinran’s
teaching is universal and appreciated.

Namo Amida Butsu

San Mateo Buddhist Temple
2 S. Claremont Street
San Mateo, CA 94401
Tel: (650) 342-2541
www.sanmateobuddhisttemple.org

San Mateo Buddhist Temple

With the growth of the Japanese community around San Mateo,
California, the San Mateo Buddhist Temple was established on
February 10, 1910 as a branch of the Buddhist Church of San

Francisco.

Initially, the Sangha conducted services at various local resi-
dences and rented halls. The land on which the temple currently
resides was purchased in 1940. However, with the outbreak of
World War II in 1941, all plans for temple construction were sus-
pended. Upon the return of families from the relocation camps in
the fall of 1945, services continued and construction plans com-
menced again. The San Mateo Buddhist Temple officially became

an independent temple on November 7, 1951.

Due to increased membership, Dharma school classrooms and
a new kitchen were constructed in July 1958. In 1980, major
remodeling of the altar, construction of the Buddhist Education
Wing, and the establishment of an additional parking lot were
completed. Services and community activities continue to this
day at 2 South Claremont Street in San Mateo, providing a re-
source for sharing the Nembutsu and the continued propagation

of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism.

BCA 2016 Calendar Correction:
Please note that the onaijin
and gohonzon photos featured
for the month of July, are not
correct. The correct photo is
featured here, in this issue

of the Wheel of Dharma. We
apologize for this error.
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENT:
Director of Operations

The Buddhist Churches of America,
a California non-profit corporation
(BCA) is seeking qualified candidates
for the position of Director of
Operations in the BCA National
Headquarters Office in San Francisco.
This position is responsible for the
administration and implementation
of the strategic vision of the BCA.
See the complete job posting
at:  buddhistchurchesofamerica.org,
under the “Contact Us” tab, or go to
this link: buddhistchurchesofamerica.
org/job-announcement
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By Ken Tanimoto
BCA President
Watsonville Buddhist Temple

Growing up with my family
in Central California, I was very
close to the Temple community.
The Temple was both a religious
and social community. I looked

forward to attending “Sunday
School” (after WWII, “Sunday
School” was used instead of
“Dharma School” as the Bud-

dhist Churches of America (BCA)
needed to “Americanize” their im-
age.) I felt comfortable being with
my Japanese American friends and
attending many activities at the
Temple. Although I was socializing
with my friends most of the time, I
knew there was something worthy
about what I was taught. Believe it
or not, I even learned a few things
about the teachings of the Buddha.

Are We Worthy Enough?

Later after

various parts of California for

on, moving to
my professional career, starting
a family, and settling down in a
community, | realized something
was missing from my life. I was
missing what had earlier given me
great joy: the teachings of Shinran
and the unity of a Sangha. I found
the Watsonville Buddhist Temple
and rediscovered the joy of the
Dharma and temple harmony.

BCA temples are here for us
to address the question of “why”
things happen. The Sangha con-
tinues to provide inspirational role
models for “giving back.” I realized
the importance of giving back to
the temple. Our practice is not just
about listening and learning about
the Dharma, but spreading the
BuddhaDharma as well.

Rev. Masami Hayashi of the
Salt Lake Buddhist Temple is an

inspiration to me. A retired ge-
ologist from the state of Utah, he
received his Masters’ degree from
the Institute of Buddhist Studies,
then studied for Tokudo ordina-
and Kyoshi
Rev. Hayashi has been Rev. Jerry

tion certification.
Hirano’s minister’s assistant since
the BCA Minister’s Assistant Pro-
gram (MAP) started almost twelve
years ago. I was astonished by his
physical energy and enthusiasm for
Buddhism at the age of 93!
Initiated in February 2004 by
then Bishop Kosho Ogui, MAP has
certified over 150 BCA lay mem-
bers to engage in assisting their
resident or supervising minister in
various roles such as preparing the
hondo and/or onaijin for services,
giving Dharma talks, conducting
Sunday services in the absence of
the minister, helping with Dharma
study

classes, and performing

temple office and clerical work.

Minister’s assistants vary in
age and backgrounds. Some grew
up in BCA temples; some came
from other religious traditions.
Some have been so inspired by the
Dharma that they have become
BCA ministers. I thank Rev.
Hayashi as well as the other minis-
ter’s assistants who have dedicated
a large part of their lives to helping
at their temples. They are truly
worthy members of the Sangha.

The BCA has many paths
that encourage and teach us how
to give back. I have chosen to be
involved with my temple, district,
and now with the BCA Executive
Board. But even today, I am still
questioning, “Am I worthy enough
to hear and share the Dharma?”
Perhaps you are asking yourself the
same question.

Shinran gives us the answer

&\ 5 S \
Rev. Masami Hayashi (left) with Ken
Tanimoto at the Arches National Park in
November, 2015. They were attending
the BCA Mountain States District
Conference in Moab, UT.

in his Notes on “Essentials of Faith
Alone™
selves to the Tathagata’s Primal

“When we entrust our-

Vow, we, who are like bits of tile
and pebbles, are turned into gold.”
(Collected Works of Shinran, p.
459)

The Three Great Benefits of Old Age

By Rev. Yushi Mukojima, Mountain View Buddhist Temple

Recently,
I feel keenly
how old T am
getting. I am
ashamed to say
that I often get
backaches and
shoulder pains
playing
with my kids.

after

Also I am getting farsighted so it is
hard to read books... I don’t think this
would have happened several years ago,
but when I realize that aging has made
steady progress on me, I feel sad. I know
that there are some members who say,
“Sensei, you are still young!” Although
I think that I am still young, I just keep
getting older and only feel fear. The
suffering of old age, which Shakyamuni
Buddha preached about, is enduring.

In Japan there is a saying, “When
we attain old age, we lose three things.”
First, we lose our health. When we are
young our bodies are strong and full of
energy. But as we age, our bodies begin
to ache and functions begin to slow. Also
as our brain loses its health with age, our
memory deteriorates and we are forget-
ful.

Second, we lose our livelihood. Even
if one believes that he or she can still
keep up with young people and has a
strong will to work hard, when a person
reaches retirement age, it is time to con-
sider leaving the workplace.

Third, we lose our companions.
Inevitably, we lose the partner with
whom we shared life together for a long
time. Even the couple who loved and
supported each other throughout their
relationship will eventually be separated
by death. Also, our dear old friends will
depart from us.

We call this the “Three Great Losses
of Old Age.” We take it as a gloomy

view. However, when I was at the uni-
versity, my teacher told us an interesting
story that challenges this old saying.
He said that a person who listens to the
Nembutsu teaching will be able to gain,
rather than lose, three important things.

What is it that can only be gained by
growing old? First, as one grows older, it
makes one’s stubborn mind soften and
one becomes more agreeable. Even a per-
son who always got angry at every little
thing and complained about anything in
his youth will mellow out and develop a
peaceful mind as he grows older.

Second, with the Nembutsu teach-
ing, one is able to have rich experience in
tasting both the sweetness and bitterness
of life. By understanding impermanence,
something that is hard to grasp in one’s
youth, we will be able to live life treasur-
ing each day. We can go through life
doing our best to carry out tasks that can
be finished today and never put them off
until tomorrow.

Third, we are able to enjoy a deep
and meaningful life by living each day
based on the first two “benefits.” This
way of life led by the Nembutsu teach-
ing values each day with a deep feeling
of gratitude for everything that allows us
to live at this moment.

Rather than focus on “Three Great
Losses of Old Age,” my teacher told us
to consider the “Three Great Benefits of
Old Age,” which are given by the Nem-
butsu teaching. These are the precious
gifts that we only receive with old age.

As we attain old age, we will lose
many advantages. Although this is true,
we also gain a precious way of life that
has immeasurable depth.

Let’s rejoice in the precious gifts,
“Three Great Benefits of Old Age” as-
sured by the Nembutsu teaching that
make old lives shine more and more
brilliantly.

10 Anniversary of the

JODO SHINSHU CENTER
Realizing the Vision

A

10th Anniversary of the ]odé Shinshu Center:

Realizing the Vision
Learn about special commemoration events at
www.BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org
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BCA National Board Meeting Report

By Dr. Kent Matsuda, Enmanji Buddhist Temple

On June 4, 2016, the
Buddhist Churches of America
(BCA) National Board met at
the Jodo Shinshu Center (JSC),
marking the first such meeting
in Rev. Kodo Umezu’s second
term as BCA Bishop and Ken
Tanimoto’s first as BCA Presi-
dent.

President Tanimoto re-
ported that he held a retreat at
the JSC in April with BCA past
and present leaders focusing
on issues facing the BCA, with
details on who would be work-
ing on solutions and reporting
timelines.

Rev. Jerry Hirano, Chair-
BCA Ministers
Association, reported that they

man of the

are looking into strategies for
the future propagation of Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism in America.
Also, they are reviewing the
Minister’s Assistant Program to
make improvements.

Rev. Marvin Harada and
Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara,
Center for Buddhist Education
shared that six
BCA minister’s assistants and

co-directors,

three members of the Hawaiian
kyodan will go to Japan in July
for Tokudo ordination.

Rev. Dr. David Matsumo-
to, Provost of the Institute of
Buddhist Studies, reported that
40 students were enrolled in
classes during spring semester.
Five of them were ministerial
candidates, and four expressed
interest in becoming BCA
ministers. Seven students were
working on Kyoshi certificates.

Hideaki Mizuno, Executive
Director of the BCA Endow-

ment Foundation, reported
that the Growth Portfolio made
0.3% in the first quarter of
2016, while the Growth and
Income Portfolio increased by
1.3%. The Income Portfolio
increased by 2.2% and the BCA
Portfolio increased by 0.1%.
Steve Terusaki, Interim
Director of BCA Operations,
introduced Amy Doi, the new
administrative assistant at BCA
Headquarters. A permanent
Director of BCA Operations is
being recruited.
Glenn Kameda,
BCA Facilities Manager, com-

Interim

mented on the popularity of the
JSC and that many groups use
the facility. He requested that
JSC meeting rooms be reserved
six months in advance.

Larry Hirahara, Chair of the
Evaluation and Planning Com-
mittee, reported that his com-
mittee is evaluating changes in
voting procedures at National
Council meetings.

Jeff  Matsuoka, BCA
Treasurer, announced that the
BCA will use the same budget-
ing system for the 2017-2018
fiscal year. Budget requests are
due August 1. The Dana Pro-
gram received approximately
$98,700 during the last fiscal
year. Continued awareness of
the program at local temples
was discussed. The BCA suc-
cessfully completed its first
audit in 2015 with no major
issues and is preparing for a
2016-2017 fiscal year audit by
DZH Phillips of San Francisco.

Mick Kubota, Chair of the
BCA Minister’s Pension Fund

Committee, stated that options
are being reviewed for the
current BCA-defined benefit
pension plan. One option is to
transition participants into a
new 403(b) plan while continu-
ing the defined benefit for cur-
rent and near-future recipients.
The BCA Executive Committee
agreed with this approach; the
proposal will be presented to
the BCA Ministers Association.

Glenn Kameda, Chair of the
Ministerial Affairs Committee,
again proposed a centralized re-
tirement gift fund to ensure that
all retiring ministers receive a
monetary gift reflective of their
career and to lessen the burden
on the temple from which the
minister is retiring. Funding
sources and procedures will be
studied further.

The National Board ap-
proved requests from BCA
Vice  Presidents  Charlene
Grinolds and Gary Mukai to
give $25,000 from the BCA
Social Welfare Fund to the
Hongwanji Earthquake Relief
Fund for Kumamoto and to
grant $25,000 to the Central
California Nikkei Foundation
in Fresno.

Services  formally  an-
nouncing the accession of His
Eminence Kojun Ohtani as
Monshu of the Jodo Shinshu
Hongwanji-ha will take place
from October 2016 to May
2017. Many BCA
groups are planning to attend

temple

services  specifically arranged
for overseas district members
in October 2016 and March
2017.
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Together in Harmony and Gassho:
The 2016 Choir Festival

By Jim Gray
Choir Director, Mountain View Buddhist Temple

On June 11, 2016, the Mountain View Buddhist Temple (MVBT) Choir was
honored to host a Choir Festival attended by over 150 singers, representing eight Bud-
dhist Churches of America (BCA) choirs. This choral tradition was started by the San
Jose Betsuin Choir in 2005, and since that time it has been held approximately every
other year. This year, participating choirs included San Jose, Palo Alto, San Francisco,
Fresno, Mountain View, Salinas, Berkeley, and Southern Alameda County.

In the morning, we
held a short service with an
inspiring message from
MVBT’s resident minister,
Rev. Yushi Mukojima. He
spoke about the deep con-
nection between choir mu-
sic and Buddhism, and
their relationship to the
festival theme: “Together
in Harmony and Gassho.”
Rev. Mukojima’s message,
along with 150 singers
chanting Juseige and singing
Ondokunsan 1I, made the service a wonderful experience. Many people commented that
they’d never heard Ondokusan Il sung so beautifully.

The afternoon included a performance in MVBT’s Sangha Hall, where each
choir was invited to perform individually. We were treated to a tremendous variety of
musical styles. Afterward, Nancy Hikoyeda of San Jose Betsuin was inspired to com-
ment, “The individual performances were stellar and revealed a deep respect for tradi-
tional choral arrangements as well as an innovative evolution in Buddhist music. It was
very exciting to see and hear.”

At the end of the day, the
festival theme came to life with
a “mass sing,” where all eight
choirs performed together two
gathas and the song, “We Are the
World” by Michael Jackson and
Lionel Richie.

For many people, the mass
sing was the highlight of the day.
At its conclusion, the audience
showed appreciation with a
standing ovation.

For the members of the MVBT Choir, this year’s festival far exceeded our ex-
pectations. We are extremely grateful for the support from our local Sangha, as well as
the participation of all the singers and attendees. It was truly a day spent together in
harmony and gassho.

(Lop two photos:) Snapshots of all the
groups rebearsing together for the first tine.
(Above:) Choir Director Jim Gray (far left)
leads the entire group during the mass sing.
(Left:) Accompanists included Emily Kawa-
guchi, flute; Jim Lund, electric guitar; and
= A Cheryl Shay, keyboards. Not pictured: Dan
= KORE wmron.|  Dower, drums and Mark O’Connell, elec-
= 17ic bass. Photos by the Arakafki Family.

BCA Bookstore News:
Reaching Out, Near and Far

By Gayle Noguchi

The BCA Bookstore took part in the second annual Bay Area Book Festival held
in downtown Berkeley, CA on Saturday and Sunday, June 4 and 5, 2016. Over 50,000
book lovers of all ages attended this signature event. My thanks to Senseis Tadao Ko-
yama and Elaine Donlin; Lucy Hamai, Lia Noguchi, Yumi Hatta, and Robert Noguchi
for staffing our booth. They did a fantastic job of sharing with attendees all that the
BCA Bookstore and the Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) have to offer.

Ekoji Buddhist Temple participated in the Celebrate Fairfax Festival, a local,
county-sponsored event held from June 10-12, 2016. Ed Sams, Ekoji Buddhist Tem-
ple Outreach Coordinator, contacted the BCA Bookstore and we were happy to pro-
vide them with 500 udewa onenju (wrist beads) at a special bulk rate discount. They sold
the onenju at their booth.

The BCA Bookstore is supporting the BCA’s efforts to share the BuddhaDhar-
ma with persons serving terms in penal institutions throughout the United States. We
have taken part in establishing a new procedure that will allow us to more fully re-
spond to the inmates’ interest in Buddhism and their requests for Buddhist books and
materials.

Available now, a classic publication: Out of the
Mud Grows the Lotus by Reverend Hogen
Yoshihiko Fujimoto. Paperback, $10.00.

Out of the Mud
Grows the Lotus

. .. Hogen Fujimoto
We extend our gratitude to the late Rev. Fujimoto

for sharing his reflections on his work with inmates under
incarceration as well as their correspondences with him.
The inmates’ letters reveal poignant and profound realiza-
tions as they deeply connected with the true heart of Shin
Buddhism. As fellow seekers of the truth, these inmates
can be bodhisattvas to us all who are bound and impris-
oned by our own ignorant, ego-centered selves.

To order, go to www.buddbistchurchesofamerica.org and click on the BCA Bookstore
link ot contact gnogunchi@beabg.org / 510-809-1435. Open Wednesday through Saturday,
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Like us on Facebook.

2016 BCA Educational Events

Programs subject to change. Events at the Jodo Shinshu Center unless otherwise noted.
This is a partial listing.

July 5 & 19, August 2 & 16 ~ Mirrors of the Mind: Buddhist Cosmology &
Western Psychology. Lectures and discussions at the Salt Lake Buddhist Temple.
$50 includes workshop matetials Pre-registration and details: drcarmela.shin@yahoo.com

Courtesy Announcement: July 29-31 ~ Maida Center 2016 Summer Retreat:
Wisdom and Compassion: Introduction to the Kyogyoshinsho. Speakers: Dr.
Nobuo Haneda and Rev. Patti Nakai. Please register by July 10. For details and regis-
tration information, visit: maida-center.org/ 201 6-summer-retreat or call (510) 843-8515.

August 19 ~ Institute of Buddhist Studies Symposium: Shin Buddhism & Glob-
alization. Free, 9 am-5 pm. Speakers: Dr. Ugo Dessi, Dr. Elisabetta Porcu, Dr. Jessica
Main, and Dr. Scott Mitchell.

August 19-21 ~ Summer Pacific Seminar: Jodo Shinshu Buddhism Beyond Bor-
ders. Begins Friday at 7 pm. Keynote speakers: Dr. Ugo Dessi & Dr. Elisabetta
Porcu. Co-sponsored by IBS & CBE. Register online at BuddbistChurchesofAmerica.org

August 20-21 ~ Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course August Workshop will be
held at Ekoji/Eko-Haus in Dusseldotf, Germany.

BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org Email: cbe@bcahq.org Phone: (510) 809-1460

Camp Fire Awards Presented at Seattle Betsuin

By Dana Nakashima, Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple

On Sunday, May 22, 2016, three Seattle Betsuin Temple Camp Fire group mem-
bers received the Wohelo Award. “Wohelo” stands for work, health, and love. Rick
Taylor, Executive Director of the Camp Fire Central Puget Sound Council, presented
the awards to Amanda Hamakami, Meghan Horn, and Emi Nakashima. Samantha
Honmyo and Marie Kosai-Luke, previous Wohelo Award recipients, assisted in the
awards presentation. Melissa Poole, who served as Wohelo Award Youth Advisor,
also attended the presentation.

The Wohelo Award is the highest achievement award presented by the Camp
Fire organization. It involves completing intensive coursework aimed at developing
skills in leadership, teaching, service, and speaking. Additionally, recipients must com-
plete three individually-selected advocacy projects that enable them to demonstrate
their dedication to a strong work ethic, perseverance, commitment to community ser-
vice, and abilities to work with others to achieve common goals.

Amanda, Meghan and Emi worked for four years to complete their Wohelo
Award requirements. The first two years were dedicated to completing the Karuna
Award, a Camp Fire religious award that that aims to deepen their knowledge of Bud-
dhism and theit Japanese ethnic/cultural heritage. During their final two years, the
girls completed their Wohelo coursework and their three advocacy projects.

] ;{gi’f’ié«:".ﬂ TR f. 2 N

(Left to right): Melissa Poole (Camp Fire Wohelo Award Youth Advisor), Emi Nakashima, Meghan
Horn, Amanda Hamakami, Rinban Donald Castro, and Rick Taylor (Executive Director, Camp Fire
Central Puget Sound Council). Photo by Corey Murata.

Amanda’s advocacy projects included organizing a holiday decorating and enter-
tainment event for the elderly, designing and hosting a gymnastics camp for local
youth and leading the Temple’s Camp Fire Sunday Service.

Meghan’s advocacy projects involved educating the public about Camp Fire by
hosting a craft booth during our Bon Odori festival, organizing a nail painting booth
at a local farmer’s market to raise awareness of Stevens Johnson Syndrome and fund a
dance scholarship, and coordinating a dance performance for a local nursing home.

Emi’s advocacy projects included introducing a modern Japanese cultural expeti-
ence by leading a cos-play contest prior to the Temple’s Bon Odori festival, oversee-
ing an end-of-year Camp Fire Ceremonial Council Fire, and creating a compilation of
movies that depict various aspects of Camp Fire’s history.

We congratulate the recipients on their awards and thank them for their signifi-
cant contributions to the community and to the Seattle Betsuin Sangha.
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The Enlightenment of Nondiscrimination
By Elaine Shomyo Donlin Sensei, Buddhist Church of San Francisco LGBTQQ Group

On June 19, 2016, the Buddhist Church of San Francisco Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and Questioning (LGBTQQ) Group facilitated its
first Sunday service. What was originally meant to be a celebration of the anni-
versary of the group’s founding one year prior in 2015, took on a more somber
tone as mote details unfolded about the June 12 massacre at the gay club, Pulse,
in Orlando, Florida.

F
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During the service, we read the words of Shin’s third patriarch, T’an Luan,
“Compassion does away with the distinction between self and other. When one sees
the illusory nature of self, true compassion arises.” I expressed my gratitude to be
“home” in a tradition which not only celebrates the Buddha’s teachings of Universal
Oneness, but practices it as well.

The Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) has a long history of acknowledging
and honoring the LGBTQQ community. From the mid-70s to the present, same-sex
marriages have been performed in Shin temples. In 1988, the BCA gave the Hartford
Street Zen Center a financial grant to help establish one of the first hospices for AIDS
patients on the West Coast. In 1989, the BCA Educational Department published
“What Can Shin Buddhists Do?”, a pamphlet for nationwide temple distribution that
offered informative and exceptionally compassionate advice regarding AIDS.

&

..«g

ams

%)
wﬁ;

In 2004, the BCA Ministers Association sent a formal resolution expressing
their opposition to the U.S. government’s prohibition of same-sex marriages. In
2013, the BCA Ministers Association sent a formal resolution to the Boy Scouts of
America encouraging their removal of all limitations to participation due to sexual
orientation. In October 2013, Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara, co-director of the BCA
Center for Buddhist Education (CBE), published an article in Buddhadharma maga-

zine titled, “Is My Sangha Inclusive?”, which explored the issues of safety and inclusiv-
ity for our LGBTQQ members within our temples. For three consecutive years (2013,
2014, 2015), the BCA CBE held a series of seminars recognizing and exploring the
experiences of the LGBTQ community within Shin Buddhism. Surprisingly, the list
doesn’t end there...

We closed our LGBTQQ Anniversary service with a meditative reading includ-
ing healing words from our founder, Shinran Shonin (from The Hymmns of the Pure Land):

The liberating wheel of light is without bound;

Each person it touches, it is taught,

Is freed from attachments to being and nonbeing,

So take refuge in Amida, the enlightenment of nondiscrimination.

May love, compassion and peace prevail. Namo Amida Butsn.

BCA YOUTH VOICES: Young people share their experiences in Buddhist
Churches of America’s (BCA) youth leadership and Buddhist education activities.

Project Koromo: Our BCA Future

By Megan Doi and Brooke Shimasaki,
Buddhist Church of Stockton Jr. YBA Co-Presidents

Calling all temple youth groups! Join the Stockton Junior Young Buddhist
Association (Jr. YBA) “Project Koromo: Our BCA Future” challenge to help the Koromo
Fund of the Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) Endowment Fund survive.

So, now you ate asking, “What is the Koromo Fund and why should I care?”
The Koromo Fund is a BCA Endowment Fund dedicated for monetary grants to
newly ordained Kaikyoshi ministers. Thanks to our former YBA member, Rev. Candice
Shibata, we better understand the dedication, countless hours of studies, and expense
of becoming a minister. Ministers are not born overnight. They study a complex cut-
riculum and endure a multitude of tests at each level along the way to becoming a
minister.

Raising funds for new ministers: Stockton |r. YBA members who raised $4,000 included (left to
right) Darlene Bagshaw (advisor), Brian Ito-Kiley, Michelle Oshita, Damien Levitt, Annika Fstrada,
Megan Doi, Corey Louie, Tyler Nakane, Miya Sakai-Cheng, Brooke Shimasaki, Chad Shimozaki, and
Alex Padua. Not pictured: advisors Tiffany Shibata and Karen Shimozaki. Photo by Catherine Fujimori.

The Koromo Fund assists with the purchase of their required and very costly
robes, called &oromo. At the 2015 National Council Meeting, our YBA Advisor, Dat-
lene Bagshaw, learned of the precatious predicament of the Koromo Fund. Fund fa-
cilitator, Tom Nishikawa spoke of how the Koromo Fund was created by the now
defunct Western Adult Buddhist League. Since they disbanded, support for this very
important fund has dwindled immensely and the Koromo Fund is nearly depleted.
Our up-and-coming ministers need the support of our BCA youth, both financially
and emotionally. These new ministers are our BCA future!

Now, perhaps you are wondering, “What is zy role in this picture?” The Stock-
ton Jr. YBA, 25 members strong, raised a total of $4,000 for the Koromo Fund. We
are truly grateful for the continued support and generous donations from our own
Sangha as we are passionately supportive of this fund. Bishop Kodo Umezu recog-
nized our chapter at the 2016 National Council banquet. He sincerely appreciates all
that the youth can do and are doing for the livelihood of the BCA.

If our small group can raise $4,000, what can a larger YBA achieve? We chal-
lenge you and your YBA or youth group to join in our efforts to replenish and revive
the Koromo Fund. Every bit counts and will make a huge difference in the lives of
out new ministers and o#r BCA future.

Watch for our challenge letter with more information or contact our advisor,
Darlene Bagshaw at projectkoromo@yaboo.con.

Again, we implore each and every BCA member to support your local YBA, our
future temple ministers, and the Koromo Fund. We strongly feel this is a very worth-
while project. Please help us strengthen the future of our BCA!

Post Script: Darlene Sakata Bagshaw, the Jr. YBA Advisor and Dharma School Superinten-
dent of the Buddhist Church of Stockton, commented: “Most of their fundraising was done
by direct solicitation and education. Nearly 100% of those informed had no idea this fund
existed.... When a project is worthwhile and we can say 100% of the donations go directly
to this fund, members will support the youth. Not only are these new ministers our BCA
future, but these young YBA members are as well.”

The Dharmakara Series: Our Lifelong Learning Challenge

This is the fifth and final part of this guest series on the Juseige. We hope you enjoy it.

Reflections on the Juseige: The Lion’s Roar

By Rev. Henry Adams

In these summer months, the neighborhood park by our house is in constant use
by soccer teams of all ages. Watching the players chase the ball across the grass brings
back memories of my junior year of high school, when I decided that rather than con-
tinue to play on the football team, I would play soccer instead. I had played football
every fall since the seventh grade, and had hardly touched a soccer ball since primary
school, so I didn’t have any expectations that I would excel during the season. Mainly
I was hoping to have fun and stay in shape for alpine skiing and tennis, the sports I
was most enthusiastic about.

Soccer is a sport played on a wide field with constant action and limited breaks. I
encountered many soccer coaches who communicated with their players by constantly
shouting instructions from the sidelines in a loud voice in the hope of being heard all
over the field. This style of coaching is quite different from what I experienced with
my skiing and tennis coaches, who encouraged us to concentrate while in motion, and
took the opportunity for calm, focused instruction during breaks between runs or side
changes.

It seems to me that these two styles of communication—anxiously shouting
urgent messages and calming conveying well thought out ideas—can be found in
many aspects of our lives. Many times, it is the ones with the loudest voices who at-
tract the most attention and drown out the voices of those who speak with the clarity
of quiet reflection.

Nevertheless, there have been great teachers whose words carry the power of the
truth and endure for generations unobstructed by the clamor of society. For me, the
words of Shakyamuni Buddha resonate in my heart and mind with a power undimin-
ished by the 2,500 years and thousands of miles that separate our lives in this world.

Because of the great truth they convey, I feel that the words of the Buddha were
spoken just for me. The Sutra on the Buddha of Immeasurable 1ife Delivered by Shakyamuni
Buddha (The Larger Sutra) contains a message of boundless wisdom and compassion
that I find to be a particularly wonderful source of inspiration. The Larger Sutra tells the
story of Dharmakara Bodhisattva who established forty-cight vows expressing his
aspiration to deliver all beings from suffering. In the sutra, Shakyamuni Buddha tells
us that Dharmakara Bodhisattva fulfilled his vows when he attained enlightenment,
and henceforth was called Amida Buddha, the Awakened One of Immeasurable Light
and Life. In the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist tradition, we revere Amida Buddha as a tangi-
ble expression of the marvelous truth of enlightenment, a truth that cannot be ex-
pressed using ordinary speech and concepts.

Because a Buddha’s words are an expression of the true reality that is realized at
the moment of enlightenment, they have special power to inspire us. The Larger Sutra
contains a section of verse called the Juseige or “Three Sacred Vows,” which we regu-
larly chant together during out services. The following stanza expresses the Bodhisatt-
va’s aspiration to speak the truth with the power of Buddhahood for the benefit of all
beings:

1 SHU KAI HO ZO
KO SE KU DOKU HO
JO O DAI SHU CHU
SEP-PO SHI SHI KU

For the sake of all beings I will open forth the Dharma-store
And universally bestow its treasure of virtue upon them.
Among the multitudes of beings

I will always preach the Dharma with a lion’s roar.

(The Three Pure Land Sutras, Volume I1: The Larger Sutra, p. 31)

The Buddha does not shout at us from the sidelines of life. To say that he speaks
with a lion’s roar does not mean that he has a bellowing voice. The Buddha speaks to
us with the intimacy of a close companion who has gone forth all the way down the
path to awakening and returns to show us the way.

Our spiritual ancestor Shinran describes the words Namo Amida Butsu that we
recite in the Nembutsu as the voice of the Amida Buddha calling us to the realm of
immeasurable wisdom and compassion. Namo Amida Butsu is the voice of enlighten-
ment speaking in our lives, sometimes softly in quiet gratitude, sometimes with rich
tone and full volume when we gather as a Sangha, but always with the majesty of a
lion’s roar. Namo Amida Butsu
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IBS Graduate Paths: Master’s Degree in Buddhist Studies

Thomas Calobrisi with his mother after
receiving his MA degree at the IBS
commencement ceremony on May 20, 2016.

The Wheel of Dharma interviewed a
couple of the 2016 IBS graduates to give
readers a sense of the broader leadership role
that IBS plays in the field of Buddhist educa-
tion in the US and English-speaking world.

The Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS)
attracts students from all over the United
States as well as internationally. Thomas
Calobrisi, a native of Austin, Texas, re-
ceived his Master of Arts degree from IBS
on May 20, 2016. The title of his theses
was On Mindful Civil Religion: A Study of
the Rhetoric of the Mindfulness Movement in
the United States.

Calobrisi expressed his appreciation for
IBS in this way: “There are many things
which make the Institute of Buddhist
Studies special, not the least of which is
that it was the first institution of its kind
in the United States, and in that spirit
continues to innovate in the arenas of
Buddhist studies, Buddhist ministry and
Buddhist chaplaincy, pushing the bound-
aries of what it means to provide education
and service in light of Buddhist teachings.”

Wheel of Dharma (The Wheel): What
[irst piqued your interest in Buddhism?

Thomas Calobrisi: 1 first became
interested in Buddhism as a teenager. Dis-
illusioned with the faith I was born into,
I began to search for alternative forms of
religion. I was particularly fascinated by
intellectual rigor and humanistic tenden-
cies of Buddhism.

The Wheel: How did you first hear
about the Institute of Buddhist Studies?

Thomas Calobrisi:
correctly, I first encountered the Institute
of Buddhist Studies through the Dharma
Realm podcast hosted by Rev. [Harry]
Bridge and Dr. [Scott] Mitchell. I had been
curious about Jodo Shinshu Buddhism
around the year 2010 and their program

If T remember

tackled certain issues I had in engaging
with the teachings of Shinran and his Pure
Land path.

Wheel of Dharma (The Wheel): What
was the topic of your thesis?

Calobrisi: My thesis the

studies

rhetoric of “the problem of disconnection”
used in the promotion of mindfulness
meditation in the United States. I argue
that this rhetoric presents a false dilemma,
a pseudo-problem, insofar as it claims that
modern people are somehow disconnected
from themselves, others and their environs.
I utilize the work of Bruno Latour and
Michel Foucault, among others, to dem-
onstrate how this is so and how mindful-
ness meditation functions as a confessional
technology of the self, coaxing modern
people into confessing the falsechood that
they are “disconnected.”

The Wheel: What are your future plans?

Calobrisi: I've recently decided to
continue my studies at the doctoral level
through the Graduate Theological Union.
In my doctoral studies I plan to build on
the research I've conducted in my graduate
work thus far. Beyond this I am looking
to teach at the collegiate level. Optimally,
I'd like to teach courses on the issues of
religion in postmodernity, religion and
science, and cross-cultural philosophy
(Buddhist and Western philosophy in
particular).

The Wheel: Finally, what is your favor-
ite Buddpist quote?

Calobrisi: “When 1 consider deeply
the Vow of Amida, which arose from five
kalpas of profound thought, I realize that
it was entirely for the sake of myself alone!”
Shinran Shonin, as recorded by his disciple
Yuien in the postscript to the Tannisho.

August 19: IBS Numata Symposium
Crossing Realities: Shin Buddhbism and the Processes of Globalization

“In honor of the 50th Anniversary of
Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS) incor-
porating as a seminary and graduate school
and in celebration of the Jodo Shinshu
Center’s 10th Anniversary, the 2016 IBS
Numata Symposium, Crossing Realities:
Shin Buddhism and the Processes of Global-
ization, will be held on Friday, August 19,
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Jodo Shinshu
Center, 2140 Durant Avenue, Berkeley,
California,” announced Rev. Dr. David
Matsumoto, IBS provost and director of
the IBS Center for Contemporary Shin
Buddhist Studies.

Dana

Program

Offerings in Gratitude
Continuing the Legacy of the Nembutsu Teachings

Buddhist Churches of America
Endowment Foundation

Crossing Realities: Shin Buddhism and
the Processes of Globalization, will feature
internationally renowned scholars who
will address this emerging field of scholar-
ship on the impact and influence of Shin
Buddhism in all aspects of global dynam-
ics. Co-sponsored by the Numata Founda-
tion, the IBS Center for Contemporary
Shin Buddhist Studies, and the Graduate
Theological Union Asia Project, the event
is free and open to the public. Please visit
shin-ibs.edu for program updates.

Presentation titles and presenters are as

follows: Shin Buddhism and the Globaliza-
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tion of Moral Discourse from the mid-19th
to mid-20th Centuries, by Professor Jessica
L. Main (University of British Columbia,
Canada); Locating Shin Buddhism within
Globalization: Theory and Practice, by Pro-
fessor Ugo Dessi (University of Leipzig,
Germany and University of Cape Town,
South Africa); The Translocal Movement
of North American Shin Buddhist Song
Culture, by Professor Scott A. Mitchell
(Institute of Buddhist Studies); and Shin
Buddhism, Globalization and Branding, by
Professor Elisabetta Porcu (University of
Cape Town, South Africa).

On-line Offering

You can easily make your offering using your credit card
by visiting the BCA website at:
buddhistchurchesofamerica.org

and selecting the Dana Program icon

or going directly to:

bea.kindful.com

By giving online you will be able to electronically track
and modify your giving schedule.
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Program at donate@bcahg.org or 415- 776- 5600 x311.

IBS & BCA CBE present

SUMMER PACIFIC SEMINAR
21sT CENTURY

Jodo Shinshu Buddhism
Beyond Borders
August 19-21, 2016

Jodo Shinshu Center
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Dr. Ugo Dessi

Univ. of Leipzig, Germany

Dr. Elizabeth Porcu

Univ. of Cape Town, South Africa

What would it mean for Jodo Shinshu
Buddhism to be a worldwide religion?

International Buddbist scholars and
lay practitioners of all levels to engage in
ground-breaking discussions.

The 2016 Summer Pacific Seminar — 21st
Century will take place starting the evening
of August 19 and continue to noon, August
21, at the Jodo Shinshu Center in Berkeley.
Online registration is now open. Buddhist
Churches of America (BCA) member rates
are $125 untl July 23; general registration
is $140 and the deadline is August 6. Visit
BuddhpistChurchesofAmerica.org where flyers,
tentative schedule, and registration forms may
be downloaded. Contact cbe@bcahq.org or
(510) 809-1460.

The Saturday sessions will focus on the two
keynote presentations, and interactive sessions
with Dr. Ugo Dessi will present, “Making Sense
of Shin Buddbism as a Religion Beyond Borders;”
and Dr. Elisabetta Porcu will present, “Jodo
Shinshu in a Global Context: Between Tradition
and Innovation.” Additional presenters include
Dharmarealm.com podcast hosts Rev. Harry
Bridge and Dr. Scott Mitchell, in a discussion
of “Podcast: Past, Present and Future.”

The Sunday session will explore a variety of
genres related to “Chanting and Music Beyond
Borders.” The half-day session will include
traditional chanting (Ojoraisan) by Reverends
Kojo Kakihara and Yuki Sugahara; Richard St.
Clair’s “Dharma Chant: A Buddbist Oratorio
in Three Parts,” (audio clip); New Gathas: Call
and Response led by Dii Lewis, and examples of
the Nembutsu expressed in various forms and
styles such as rap and heavy metal. Also see the
Wheel of Dharma, April 2016 issue, page 4 for
program details.

About Pacific Seminar: Continuing in the
spirit of the Pacific Seminars which enlivened
the Jodo Shinshu movement in the US after
WWII, the IBS and the BCA Center for Bud-
dhist Education re-initiated the Pacific Seminar
— 21st Century in 2008 shortly after the Jodo
Shinshu Center first opened, ushering in a new
era for Jodo Shinshu Buddhist education. In
addition to the two-day annual summer session,
one-day Winter and Spring Pacific Seminar ses-
sions have been hosted in Southern California
and in the Northwest.

Find us on:

facebook.
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Revs. Bob and Patti Oshita at their retirement party
(Photo by Keith Uyemura)
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Buddhist Art & Book Fair at JSC




2016%&7H 5

Lo

iy

S o 2 —. O ,° © o
-2 2 1O TKemEeEsE R SR 3p0
_ ¢|| peiueREl Lo T285%,
T SC&._I.%@F » [ O
b PERZIoEESS | THJAQ<EN (B fUETEE
S| mEZzioes: ® XTESES
(W S .—.m.—l Q| FoSEp==E RO T2 ESLS
ZETE=3E S $4A3838
LIl 22 "% R R AT
i ®H LR S & w 2 R I ¥ o & o
SN SR WO o o Hem o Q8 2 B
R TS P I < B S 8w LB ¥
Mo 30 0 Y ooo# R I NS - G =
- OIS SRS () r 2 LW YoV SR , & 0 H
EQ Hw v Y E < ¥ Vv K WS 8V QO <R B
02 W E v LR O m A ) %oE D &
B 4o v oE D oW R X HL B N v S iz
KEBE gl QoK Oo0 < AR wMNWL = RHE
e ¥ 0 2 =R 4 HoHU  EBEwHPY O K N
L e . VA PR N & M s Mo
He w8 = OHHE REE L 0P A
£ Lk SVE B KS I HE L0F R
Mo K 8RB KMo R YRS
Do, 0 Ry v < B2 RE B0
- S - S R N
Lo R B P VR 0N KR Lo
2 U v d R I O ORI E s N P+ g L H
m FVEeoNoR NS HRE O CWvE S BHE
T FPeHExVH Vv HsFE 0w LK KNS
T EBwaRoo- o HHKHO cWEPN RO
N/ K OB )R 8 A L VRV G - P il
> Fd o <L 1 Ke#ER - VYREK B S
T o ilEsoge ZUueXgilKse ELE
G E o o v @ SR H NP REE LY
i EOH N v R B oK@ | o v HE s 8 =
oYL goE s EOEREGEUE 0 W2
O OEEgMHEKLZ AEWEZ w00 B0 00N
B HESES S OXOLSRCEXREBEY 2EE
O YSE e Ry K D AVEYS 0N
B OZE o R Y SN O LNy BRI
TR SE MK Y g E R g8 RE Y P
PO HEN 2 2RET PSS 0VE
BEgLELE LY E e € O X
SESCEZ 0SS AN U g
mg = EVY | cflvKE | 0L N < &K W
=T H o0 L BWESHE PR R PY R S
EOL B0 IR0 BREL <L 8E  BRY
SR OSSR ER K| 20 B&ED
Vogw B M B ) 0 KB, m ooy RN , M E
© B E K E D ET R 00 K R RN
N Y E0nQ oV PR  HO
%.L WS KM R oW E @ pa U SN m
WS v HELRSHN L= I ok 8 ©
SoREKRLIRLeW UL, o, g0k -
XL QENVEOWEE LY Bl w Dy E g
BEp 2 2w i8R R0 D) SR < SR e
NCHN R O LB U S = R S S S & #H 4 N
e VE Vo @mLOE @y L@ R )M e ==
R oM o400 o O W w g Qo SERTIR B

L HO E i<
AR LTI QSO

OMRE$S” FOWOLHFHIIRKHEP ST H R
< (KERBETH) QMmN (M) VELMGYRES
HIQRY S30° EELMIENO IO M —OM JRENU
S THERHIE I O SWOEm | (HUEE) ° 8
IRTIHPRQREHERMN T IX” OA—{E0" O HOGKN
RIS/QLIBIATHIINIE L 2RO OIS O3 $50°

SEURR D =0\

KHEIRKEE  2HE

NODKER—NNLARIEN O SBEHER0D” &
VORI W04 KEMIREO SRSt K
I QRN QIR 4 1 D6 QU Qs DL 464

RORHIRMOIRH H2) JRE< AL INRAY”
MERENLI BHINTA O S0 SO AUREIZ QAR O
D& OV RQOSH N <)AWIBHL L MRIIINQF)S
OQIRVEEON IO S QB S S OIRGE<Y
RRAEIQ2 Q2O S IEHYIORA) SO AR O VW58 0K
LA ?

N0 SONJANTE” EAVEL D QEHLNDA)
VIR S OAN o EYAVEE 33340 6 O AUE B0
M SARRPOLHI W LLORNE S AJNMS ENIDS
SRUBELH” RS PQIORN LB S\VARM4L S D7
B BPQBEN/ K O WE D SAVENQERINEQ<Y D
O S8 WO @ANIHIY S O3 SRR D40

#6427 MREIONY SO " BHENVES St
SREON A @A SRHPAAVE O Y S0 "
MR- OUGEANOQIOIRNERN/ REON RN BT EInS
SIEIRGVEAA0LIEOIINAN0 O SxeQ 4’

NYAE) i e ISV (N AN SN RE:
3Q ¢ AN -HHRA) S O ARSIV A0 S 38
A1078” <BORE HRVKRDEMWNOW Satlns” I
YOR6RAQOER B QQEIENIE” 4o YR AR
DI S 4E LA SV QRS

UMQTINUIE SN I 0QIE2V K D=
A 0088 ° O WD IS RANI
RQEEKN /) I O I QOIS L < TMQFINR
WK HIRERA P ORQ O Y SvQI80m6 D60
WYD" B0 LB Aow2 Q20 SR O
SUHQRRSIE SNSRI S840 QS UBIMERE

VOV | 38 2R8I Qmiliin O ORNURNY S 44030
D0\

ES

FESSIREGEENSN

Om—oom (H) LANK S HTIQANDANARNNRRIN
2R LY FEERKIRE KOOI RE<IKUR
E#0.SH KUQIK—25 TAmerican Shin Buddhim
: New Voices, ® Listening Hearing and Being---. |
YW ARANRY H TSR RUANSES R HK# O° K
IBNOIONEHNE" FERKK—aN PQEL” RIS
N NN RXPARZOQENEDE O 42 B
LI TEHENS VRO R” RUQII I ¢ E88Q
MR O4L° HEER” HEE DMK VR N =—1\
LQREVAKIPINRIELOR WENVEHIQNKA—R—
SHNEENEY O FRQUOBTKJURTXRAANT N
209" BB RO EREHG T N LAWY
KEN S HIIRREQ O WY SV QESE - I BHWNED
A% MKHEI KON LOERKEE [auond” 100N
QREMK QIR SV IEKINAN0 L6040 MRBINEYY
o] W SRRV SO0
., | e D& QN A LI N
6427 WO
WRRw IO
ORIV IRIKWY
10 38446 S & H I
kLOBEQHLIR
Q-7 R D NNE
WROR (QER
Q) VDK R
Y 2" MK

FEN SRS mK
VIR QOQR%
| LR Q BR S
FESIEENERNFO)BE. <
SIS S VSVENFO)
PRI ™~ — R X0 ¢
O e B RN
ik HEEY QMK R

‘ Japanese—speaking group at Southern District Conference in San Diego




