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The Light of Joy Shines in the UK

By Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop

My wife, Janet, and I had an oppor-
tunity to meet with many Jodo Shinshu
Buddhists from around the world during
the four-day European Shin Buddhist
Conference* (ESBC) held at Solent Uni-
versity in Southampton, United Kingdom,
September 1-4. It was a once-in-a-lifetime
experience; I don’t know how to describe
my feelings. There were over 60 people
from many countries in Europe, Nepal,
Australia, the US, and Japan, including our
former Monshu, Koshin Ohtani.

A simple Japanese-style opening service
was officiated by Rev. Daichi Gary Rob-
inson, minister-in-charge of the Southamp-
ton Sangha, and his four assistants. Sitting
on the hard carpeted floor, they read the
Three Treasures, the Jodo Shinshu Creed,
and Juseige. After the service, they removed
the sacred objects from the onaijin setup so
that they could proceed with the program.
I was surprised to see the young assistants
handle the Buddha’s Name scroll with
white gloves on. I sometimes forget the
proper manner for handling sacred objects,
but they showed the highest respect to the
scroll. I believe it was a reflection of their
deep appreciation of the teaching.

During the four-day conference, many

At the 17th Annual European Shin Buddhist Conference, Rev. Daichi Gary Robinson of the Chomon
House of Southampton, U.K., leads the opening service at the Southampton Solent University
Conference Center with four minister’s assistants. The conference was co-sponsored by Jodo
Shinshu Hongwanji-ha.

individuals presented papers and had
question-and-answer sessions. I enjoyed
hearing their views and sincere apprecia-

tion of the nembutsu teaching. Some of the

speakers have also written books. Rev.
Diane Jishin Johnson, though born in
Philadelphia, PA, received Tokudo under
the European umbrella group. She is re-

sponsible for a small temple in Deer Island,
Oregon called Myoko-in, which is a branch
of the Jikoji Temple in Antwerp, Belgium.
I was honotred that Rev. Johnson asked me
read a poem from A Day in the Life of a
Shin Buddhist, one of several books she
has written. I chose the poem “Goodness
Escapes Me”:

Goodness escapes me.

Compassion escapes me.

Wisdom is a distant memory.

My kindness is born from ego.

Is it possible for me to be genuine?

I feel fake and false.

I don’t know anything.

Empty.

Amida Buddba sees me.

Amida Buddha 1V owed to save the likes of me.
Amida Buddha threw bis Compassionate net
so wide that

even someone as evil as me

gets canght in its grasp.

Good for nothing
that is me,
and that makes me

perfect for Amida Buddha.

Namu Amida Butsu
Continued on Page 6

The Hongwanji Meets the BCA

The Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-
ha in Kyoto initiated a new pro-
gram that brings staff members
from the Hongwanji to the Bud-
dhist Churches of America (BCA)
for a period of three months to be
inspired by what they learn from
the BCA temples and members.
The study tour is coordinated
through the Hongwanji Office lo-
cated at the Jodo Shinshu Center
in Berkeley, California.

Arriving  on  September 8,
the Hongwanji staff joined the
ministers participating in  the
International Ministerial Orien-
tation Program (IMOP). They
are Rev. Kenko Takamine, 29,
from the Administrative Affairs

Department at the Jodo Shinshu
Hongwanji-ha in Kyoto and Rev.
Anan Hatanaka, 28, from the
General Affairs Department at the
Tsukiji Hongwanji in Tokyo.

Rev. Takamine is originally
from Saga prefecture and his home
temple is Joshin-ji. He has been
working for the Hongwanji for
four years, after graduating from
Fukuoka University and Chuo
Bukkyo Gakuin in Kyoto.

Rev. Hatanaka is originally
from Fukui prefecture and his
home temple is Myosho-ji. He
has been a Hongwanji employee
for 3.5 years. He graduated from
Fukui  National
Technology and also from Chuo

College  of

Bukkyo Gakuin. He continued his
training at the Hongwanji Rituals
and Liturgy Training Center. (In
April 2012, the Tsukiji Hongwanji
became a direct part of the Hon-
gwanji and the Monshu (head of
the Hongwanji) is also the head
priest of Tsukiji Hongwanji.)

Rev. Takamine’s interest dur-
ing this study tour is to learn the
history and current state affairs of
the BCA, as well as propagation
efforts. He stated, “I am enjoy-
ing each day of my training with
a fresh feeling. I look forward to
returning to Japan and sharing
the many wonderful aspects of
Jodo Shinshu in America that

Continued on Page 6

Rev. Anan Hatanaka, Tsukiji Hongwanji; Rev. Ron Kobata, minister at
Buddhist Church of San Francisco and Rev. Kenko Takamine of Jodo Shinshu
Hongwanji-ha.

Candace Shibata, IBS Student.

[BS-Ryukoku University Student Exchange

Graduate students studying at the
Buddhist Chutrches of America’s (BCA)
Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS) are able
to participate in a student exchange program
at Ryukoku University in Kyoto. Ryukoku
University was started in 1639 by the 13th
Monshu of the Hongwanji, Ryonyo, as a
seminary for Jodo Shinshu priests. It is one
of Japan’s oldest institutions of higher educa-
tion.

To qualify for the exchange, IBS students
must have their coursework completed and a
draft of their final thesis approved.

IBS students Candace Shibata of the
Buddhist Church of Stockton and Matthew

Hamasaki of Berkeley Buddhist Temple left
in March of this year to begin their rewarding
experience in Kyoto. Around the same time,
Nobuya Dake of Ryukoku University came
to Berkeley to begin his year as an exchange
student at IBS.

Living as a foreign exchange student in
Japan or the U.S. has its moments. The Wheel
of Dharma will begin featuring stories about
these current exchange students on an oc-
casional basis.

Ms. Shibata recently wrote that she is
fortunate to have this once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity, and is reminded that she is in Japan
because of the support and efforts of others.

“I cannot thank my family and friends enough
for their unconditional love and encourage-
ment,” Ms. Shibata wrote. “I must also thank
my IBS/Jodo Shinshu Center family for
providing the firm push I needed to get things
done while also giving me gentle hugs when I
felt defeated. I would also like to express my
sincere gratitude to the kind individuals, BCA
temples, and BCA-affiliated organizations for
the generous scholarships that I have received
to support my studies in Japan.”

The series will begin with an article by
Candice Shibata in an upcoming issue of The
Wheel of Dharma. Please see page six for sup-
port of IBS students.
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What Really Matters

By Rev. Patricia Usuki
San Fernando Valley
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple

All over the world today, as
in the past, there are people who
are persecuted and killed for
adhering to their religious paths.
In Japan, there have been times
when Nembutsu followers suf-
fered the same treatment. Would
you do anything to ensure acces-
sibility to the Buddha-dharma and
the Nembutsu teaching? In the
grand scheme of temple priorities,
where does it rank on your list? In
your life priorities, how much do
spiritual matters count?

It has been 115 years since the
first ministers from the Hongwanji
in Kyoto came to America to share
the dharma and our Jodo Shinshu
teaching. According to an 1899
San Francisco Chronicle article that
was reprinted in last month’s is-
sue of the Whee/ of Dharma, their
purpose was not only to serve
Japanese immigrants, but also “to
communicate with those among
Americans who wish to investigate
Buddhism.”

Decades ahead of their
time, the two priests had only
pamphlets, a poor command of

English, and a hostile social milieu
in which to pursue the latter objec-
tive. Over a century later, we still
have pamphlets, but we also have
social media and the Internet with
which to communicate informa-
tion about the dharma and about
our organization’s existence. Many
of our ministers are native English
speakers, and, thanks to an initial
interest in Buddhism sparked
by figures like Thich Nhat Hanh
and the Dalai Lama, and popular
practices such as meditation and
mindfulness, the mainstream pop-
ulation is finding us through our
websites and by word of mouth.

We are fortunate to have a well-
established infrastructure that has
been passed along to us through
all these years. Granted, many
temples are struggling, but as long
as the Buddha, the Dharma, and
the Sangha still exist, there is great
potential. The number of ethnic
Japanese will without any doubt
decline, but the number of dharma
seekers in this country has been
rising steadily, as the growing and
diverse sangha at temples like the
San Fernando Valley Hongwanji
demonstrate.

In his June 6 inaugural mes-
sage, Monshu Kojun Ohtani, the

Hongwaniji’s Head Priest and spir-
itual leader, noted, “In reflecting
on the present circumstances of
our organization, it is significantly
important to consider how we can
approach and reach out to persons
who have never had any contact
with a Buddhist temple, as well
as those who are already involved
with one. The wembutsu teaching
that is based on Amida’s Primal
Vow remains unchanged, regard-
less of the changing times and
society. However, the methods for
transmitting and sharing it need
to evolve and adapt according to
social changes...”

Let’s
isn’t the temples per se that are so

state the obvious: it

precious and important. In the
Preface to his monumental work,
the Kyogyoshinsho (The True Teaching,
Practice, and Realization of the Pure
Land Way), we read, “How joyous
I am, Gutoku Shinran, disciple
of Sakyamuni! Rare is it to come
upon the sacred scriptures from
the westward land of India and
the commentaries of the masters
of China and Japan, but now
I have been able to encounter
them ... I am especially aware of
the profundity of the Tathagata’s
benevolence. Here I rejoice in

what I have heard and extol what
I have attained.” Remember,
Shinran Shonin did not even have
a temple. Like Sakyamuni Buddha,
he shared the teachings with those
who wanted to hear them, people
who sometimes braved long and
dangerous journeys for this pur-
pose.

We who call ourselves mem-
bers of a Hongwanji sangha are so
fortunate to be enabled to receive
the dharma. Yet it often seems
that we have things backwards, be-
ing preoccupied with the physical
temple or the number of members,
while paying no heed to the main
objective of hearing the teach-
ings. Bvery organization should
ask what its primary purpose is.
There isn’t much point in having
a temple or activities or clubs if
people do not avail themselves of
the real treasure. What percentage
of our temple members of any age
regularly attend services, seminars,
and study classes? Back in the day,
before the temples were built,
people gathered together in homes
or halls just to hear the teaching.

We
some hard questions. Do we find

have to ask ourselves

the teaching so powerful and es-
sential to our lives that we would

give it the priority and support it

deserves? If not, why not? Do our
ministers have the depth, under-
standing, and ability to connect
meaningfully? Are our activities
relevant and reflective of the
teaching?

Just as our Jodo Shinshu
Center in Berkeley has met with
great success thanks to its many
and varied Buddhist educational
programs, so our continuation lies
in focusing on the Buddha-dharma
at our temples. But regardless of
what we do or how we see it, Bud-
dhism will follow a course of ebb
and flow as it has throughout its
2,500 year history, and just as has
happened countless times in the
past, temples and organizations
will rise and fall. Ultimately, it is
beyond our limited vision and
self-serving calculation. Only the
Nembutsu, like the dharma, is true
and reliable.
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President’s Message

The European Experience

By Dr. Kent Matsuda
BCA President
Enmanji Buddhist Temple

On Sunday, August 31, 2014,
the 32nd World Joint Coordinating
Council Meeting for Jodo Shinshu
Hongwanji-ha took place in South-
ampton, England. This was the
first time it was held in Europe.
Representatives from the Hon-
gwanji in Kyoto met with repre-
sentatives from the four Overseas
Districts (Kyodans): North America,
Hawai’i, Canada, and South Amet-
ica. (The representatives from the
Communidade
Jodo-Shinshn Honpa Hongwanji were
unable to attend.) At this meeting,

Budista  Sul-Americana

Hongwanji representatives and the
overseas districts can report what
is happening at their respective

locations.

Representing  the Buddhist
Churches of America (BCA) was
Rev. Kodo Umezu, bishop,

Alan Kita, chief administrative of-
ficer and I (as president). Rev. Kiyo
Kuwahara was also present repre-
senting the Hongwanji Office in
the USA.

The BCA’s written report to
the Council consisted of many
of the facts
mally see in the Bishop’s Report
to the BCA National Council. (A
copy is available from the BCA
temples.) In addition, our Bishop

one would nor-

shared his middle- and long-term
visions for international propaga-
tion, including ideas such as estab-
lishing a Hongwanji International
Office in San Francisco to send
messages out to the world, and
making the Institute of Buddhist
Studies a center for world Jodo
Shinshu studies.

The Honpa Hongwanji Mis-
sion of Hawai’i was represented
by Rev. Eric Matsumoto, bishop,
Pieper Toyama, president, and
Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani, executive
assistant. They are moving ahead
with plans to build classroom
facilities for the Pacific Buddhist
Academy. They received a $1.5
million grant from the Harry and
Jeannette Weinberg TFoundation.
Another $2 million is needed to
construct the first building. The
building must be finished by the
end of 2016, or they will lose the
grant. They have already raised
about $5.8 million.

Bishop Matsumoto is looking
at ways to try to share the Dhart-
ma with non-Buddhists. He wants
members of the Hawaii Kyo-
dan to reach out to the general
community and provide a Bud-
dhist perspective. He notes that
some of the Hawaiian temples
chant their sutra in English. He
also reported declining member-
ship and a shortage of qualified
certified ministers. The Kyodan is

also trying to standardize minis-
ters’ compensation.

Rev. Aoki, bish-
op, presented for the Jodo Shin-
shu Buddhist Temples of Canada
(JSBTC). His report was similar to
what appeared in my column in the
August Wheel of Dharma. In addi-
tion, he reminded BCA members
going to the 15th World Buddhist
Women’s Convention in Calgary
in May 2015 to bring their ne-
njn, monto-shikisho, passport, and
six omiyage gifts (suggested value of

Tatsuya

$5 or under) to exchange at your

banquet table. The BCA Book-

store can give you ideas.
Representatives  from Hon-

zan (Hongwanji  headquarters)
informed us that they are still
making plans for public services to
commemorate the Go-Monshu’s
Succession in 2016. The Hon-
gwanji Office on Building Op-
portunities for Children and
Youth is continuing with the Kids’
Sangha movement and expanding
youth  participation.  Overseas
districts will be sending 15 people
for Tokudo ordination in Novem-
ber. Thirteen are from BCA, one
is from JSBTC, and another from
Europe. Honzan announced that
Mr. Fons Martens from Jikoji in
Antwerp, Belgium, was certified
as a Minister’s Assistant and ap-
pointed Acting Liaison for the
European Sub-District.
told the

attendees there will be a job

Honzan Council
announcement for an English-
speaking ministerial candidate to
work in Japan to teach English
to Hongwanji employees, receive
guests from abroad, assist in trans-

lations, and perform other duties
for three to five years. Honzan is
also trying to update their Over-
seas Ministers and Tokudo Hold-
ers’ Lists by removing those who
have passed away or are no longer
active. Honzan presented informa-
tion on the shrinking population
of Japan.

They also told the Council that
they will partially subsidize the
costs of ministers participating
in the International Ministerial
Orientation Program (IMOP) at
the Jodo Shinshu Center (JSC).
IMOP enables Japanese ministers
to learn how to be a kaikyoshi
minister. The IMOP ministers take
English courses, go to lectures on
western culture, and visit many
Rev.
hara estimated that it cost about
$25,000 to train the four ministers
who came last year, not including

different temples. Kuwa-

travel to and from Japan, insurance,
meals, or Rev. Kuwahara’s time.
There are five ministers participat-
ing this year.

A resolution of appreciation
was signed by all the overseas
bishops and was presented to His
Eminence Koshin Ohtani, Zennon-
sama, at the meeting’s dinner.

One day following the Joint
Coordinating Council Meeting,
the 17th European Shin Buddhist
Conference (ESBC) began with a
joint session of the 14th Interna-
tional Association of Shin Buddhist
Studies Conference. The theme for
the conference was “Jodo Shin-
shu in Daily Life.” We heard pa-
pers titled “Namandabu Anytime,
Anywhere,” “Defeating the Mara,”
“On Other Power Faith,” “Myo-

konin Okaru and Her Poems of
Despair and Joy,” “Walking the
Shin Buddhist Path as a2 Buddhist,”
“The Name and the Light as our
Compassionate Father and Moth-
er,” “Mindfulness of Amida: the
Application of the Nembutsu in
Everyday Life,” “Jodo Shinshu:
The Supreme Teaching for the
Present Age,” and “The Ordinary
Circumstances of Human Life:
Reading Rennyo In and Out of
Context.” The speakers were from
England, Japan, Romania, Austra-
lia, Germany, and Belgium.

An
by Zenmon-sama at the opening
ceremony of the 17th ESBC, the
second half of which was held
jointly with the International
Association of Buddhist Culture.
We heard papers on “The Power
of Gratitude,” “Nembutsu Po-
etry and Daily Life,” “Respond-
ing to Climate Change in Daily
Life,” “Amida’s Pure Land: My
Heaven on Earth,” and “24/7—
Isn’t That Too Much?”

Both conference groups were

address  was  given

taken for a day trip to Stonehenge
and Winchester Castle and Ca-
thedral. We had tea and scones
with the mayor of Winchester.
She and Zenmon-sama exchanged
gifts.

After the conference 1 asked
BCA headquarters to send fifty
copies of the “Complete Works
of Shinran Shonin” to the South-
ampton Shin Buddhist Fellowship.

The next ESBC will be in
August 2016 and the theme will
be “The Meaning of Nembutsu.” 1
hope that a BCA minister and a lay
representative will attend.

Looking Ahead to 2015
BCA Annual Meetings

2015
BUDDHIST CHURCHES OF AMERICA
MINISTERS' ASSOCIATION
AND
NATIONAL COUNCIL

By Ralph Honda,
Planning Committee
Co-chair

A new vision is on the
horizon for the Buddhist
Churches of America (BCA)
Ministers Association and
National Council Meetings.
During February 25-28 and
March 1, 2015, the BCA will
conduct its annual meetings
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel
in San Diego, California.

Bishop Kodo
encourages a fresh look to

Umezu

the decades-long event, with
less meeting time and more
Dharma dialogue, in an ef-
fort to attract more future
leaders, temple Sanghas and
the general public to par-
ticipate. “I would like to see
the future of the BCA Min-
isters and National Council
Meetings to be more of a

conference atmosphere,” he
said recently.

The Southern District
Council of the BCA is the
host district, and Buddhist
Temple of San Diego
(BTSD) and Vista Buddhist
Temple (VBT) will serve as
co-host temples. The Plan-
ning Committee has been
working closely with the
BCA National Headquar-
ters since January 2013.

“Buddhism and Coun-
seling” is the theme of the
Institute of Buddhist Stud-
ies (IBS) symposium. It will
be presented on Thursday,
Feb. 26 at the hotel. Dr.
Carmela Hirano of the Salt
Lake Buddhist Temple will
be the keynote speaker. Dr.
Hirano is a psychiatrist who
is incorporating Buddhism
into her medical practice.
The symposium is from 1

to 5 p.m. and is open to the

public.
On Friday and Saturday,
workshops  will be con-

ducted from 2 to 4:30 p.m.
under the guidance of the
BCA Center for Buddhist
(CBE). Many
college-aged Buddhists
affiliated with the Young
Leaders of Today (YLT),
will attend its
on Friday evening and all
day Saturday. The Endow-
ment Foundation and BCA
Archives will also conduct

Education

activities

informational workshops.
The BCA Bookstore
and District
Hongwanji Place will of-
fer their collections of
Buddhist items Thursday,
Friday and Saturday, and a

Southern

new addition will be a ven-
dor Expo Fair. Merchants
and businesses that have a

relationship with the BCA
will be on hand to provide
information on what their
particular business offers.
will
conclude with the banquet

Saturday’s  activities
and BCA awards and recog-
nitions.

On Sunday, March 1,
the scene will shift to the

CROWNE PLAZA

HOTELS & RESORTS
SAN DIEGO

Buddhist Temple of San
Diego, where the National
Eitaikyo service will take
place from 10 to 11 a.m.
“It will be nice for everyone
attending to visit the local
temple that is hosting the
meetings,” Bishop Umezu
said encouragingly. Prior to
the service, the San Diego

February 27 - March 1, 2015

San Diego BCA National Council Meeting and Forum

Public Welcomed. Registration materials in next month’s issue.

MEETINGS

SAN|DIEGO -
CALIFORNIA

and Vista Jr. Young Bud-
(YBA)

will conduct a breakfast

dhist Associations

fundraiser for everyone to
enjoy.

Registration and hotel
information will be mailed
and emailed to temple presi-
dents and ministers towards
the end of October.
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CBE Co-Director’s Message:

A Broader Perspective
by Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara, CBE Co-director

The Jodo Shinshu Center has been very busy lately. The dorm rooms are full of
visitors from Japan. In addition to the ministers from the International Ministerial
Orientation Program (IMOP) who you read about in the September Wheel of Dharma,
we have two other Hongwanji administrative staff members staying until early Decem-
ber. Rev. Kenko Takamine works at the Hongwanji in Kyoto, and Rev. Anan Hata-
naka works at the Tsukiji Hongwanji in Tokyo.

Just as our bishop, Rev. Kodo Umezu, and other Buddhist Churches of America
leaders were able to visit the recent European conferences and get an idea of what
Jodo Shinshu is like in Europe, the Hongwanji ministers ate here to see what Jodo
Shinshu is like in the United States. They are getting a first-hand look at temple activi-
ties and management, the relationship between Jodo Shinshu and other religious tradi-
tions, and general cultural differences. Through this hands-on experience, the rever-
ends can develop a broader perspective to take back with them to Japan. This may
blossom into something new for the future of Jodo Shinshu.

Reverends Takamine and Hatanaka may be visiting your church or temple as
part of their staff development training. When they do, yoroshiku onegaishimasu, please
be nice to them.

Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course - Monthly Essay

Visit: www.JSCC.cbe-bca.org for course details
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NYBC Welcomes Minister’s Assistant Program

The Fall 2014 MAP Seminar was held at the New York Buddhist Church last
September 18-21, with 29 attendees. Following are some comments from participants:

“It was a privilege to host the first Eastern District MAP session at NYBC. I am inde-
scribably grateful to everyone who contributed behind the scenes, as well as to the
attendees, both Senseis and students. Wonderful dharma weekend!”

— Isabelle Bernard, NYBC

“The intensive MAP session was highlighted by Rev. Farl Ikeda’s closing Dharma talk,
which truly expressed the understanding and compassion of the Jodo Shinshu faith.”
— Sandra M. Adams, Midwest Buddbist Temple

“For Shin Buddhists, the most important practice is Deep Hearing (O-Chomon). We all
listened to wonderful Dharma talks and messages... Arigatou to all of you.”

— Akemi Ishida, NYBC

“The session on ritual presented a good grounding in recitation and appreciation of
sutra chanting and etiquette for services one does not necessarily understand just by
attending services. Much food for thought!”

— Nancy Okada, NYBC

“Not only did I have the opportunity to deepen my connection to the Dharma, but to
the greater Sangha and the people who inspire my practice.”
— Devin Rench, Cleveland Buddbist Tenple

(Above) Participants pose in
Sront of the NYBC. This
statue of  Shinran  Shonin
survived the atomic bombing
of Hiroshima on Aungust 6,
1945, 1t was donated to the
American  Buddbist ~ Study
Center, which is also housed
at this location. (Below, 1. to
r.) Gail Wong, Cheryl Ike-
miya, Matthew Wise, and
Gary  Jaskula  lead  sutra
chanting from the onaijin.

What can we learn from Rennyo Shonin
to support our contemporary propagation
of Jodo Shinshu?

By Mike Sugimoto
Steveston Buddhist Temple
British Columbia, Canada

Rennyo’s revitalization efforts of the Hongwanji took the form of what we
might today refer to as evangelism. In his efforts to reverse the decline of the Hong-
wanji and restore it to its former glory, Rennyo sought to clarify, expand, interpret,
and refocus attention on the original teachings from Shinran that had been lost in the
intervening years. His actions, and the choices he made, continue to influence the de-
velopment of Buddhist thought even to today, and the understanding he brought to
the community of followers helped to ensure its longevity.

The first task for Rennyo was to address the multitude of misinterpretations of
Shinran’s teachings. Since the original teachings were promulgated, a series of false
beliefs had sprung up around them, mostly centered on ascetic or mystical practices
that were, in some cases, entirely antithetical to the original teachings them-
selves. Rennyo sought to enhance an understanding of the dharma, to reinforce the
idea that simple entrusting alone — and nothing else — was necessary to achieve birth
into the Pure Land. No amount of mystical practice would change that, and indeed
such activity distracted from the truth of the original teachings.

To help reorient the Jodo Shinshu followers, Rennyo began writing letters, in
which he sought to provide guidance, examples, and parables about the applications of
the teachings to daily life. As the original teachings could be obtuse and complicated,
Rennyo wrote clearly and simply, in some cases describing the way in which Shinran’s
work could be used to understand a particular problem. In “On Hunting and Fishing,”
for example, in trying to explain the meaning of a “settled mind,” Rennyo wrote that
followers should “carry on with your trade or position of service, hunt and fish,” be-
cause “when sincere faith is awakened in us by the realization that Amida saves us,
then, without fail, we partake of the Tathagata’s saving work.” It was not, in other
words, necessary to find a way to abolish “the rising of delusion and attachment” —
the shinjin, the awakening of entrusting faith, was sufficient, and indeed was the only
thing required of a follower.

These letters provided followers with applicability meaningful to their lives. They
reconfirmed the fact that faith in the other-power was all that was required. Rennyo’s
letters also helped to resolve tensions between secular and religious authorities of the
time, creating a kind of “render unto Caesat” moment in an era where the concept of
a secular civil society was still elusive.

It was, in other words, the sort of behavior we associate with religious leaders in
contemporary eras: the idea of street-level preaching, sharing these wondrous mes-
sages directly with individuals or small groups rather than transmitting them as procla-
mations from on high. We recognize the pattern: make it personal, make it relevant,
make it accessible, and explain why it is so unique and so special. This pattern of fe-
vered evangelism has been seen before, and has been enormously successful, in the
various Protestant denominations springing up around the world and particularly in
the United States, and my sense is that the value of these actions are self-evident.

Applying these lessons to the growth of Jodo Shinshu in the 215t century is not a
simple task. My sense, based on nothing more than potentially cynical intuition, is that
reorienting Jodo Shinshu to the modern era is far more difficult than it was in Ren-
nyo’s time, and truthfully I have no idea what an evangelical form of Buddhism might
look like today. George Tanabe, in 2010, wrote a lengthy essay in which he argued that
Japanese Buddhism, and Jodo Shinshu in particular, were in need of disruptive leaders
that could drag the faith kicking and screaming into the modern world, essentially
ascribing the slow decline to an attachment to tradition. I don’t agree with all of Ta-
nabe’s prescriptions — certainly, one of the most appealing things about Jodo Shinshu
Buddhism for potential converts is the fact that it is so manifestly ritualistically differ-
ent from western church — but he is correct when he says that the teachings are es-
sentially silent on subjects like gender inequality, abortion, income inequality, access to
health care, and many of the other moral problems of our age. A contemporary Ren-
nyo could find ways to make the lessons laid down by Shinran apply to these topics. 1
do not know how useful we would find them, whether they would lead to a wider
audience for Jodo Shinshu teachings, or indeed whether they would reflect doctrinal
consensus or merely the views of a particular author.

I continue to think that the real solution to dwindling temple populations in the
modern age is to provide those secular or social opportunities that are lacking in contem-
porary society — daycare, neighborhood association support, book clubs, anything
that brings like-minded people together in a safe environment and builds intimate,
personal relationships. Within that space, personal connections can lead to individual-
ized discussions about the value of the dharma, and the sangha may grow through this
kind of outreach.

A life-long Jodo Shinshu Buddhist, Mike Sugimoto is a member of the Steveston Buddhist
Temple in British Columbia, Canada. He lives in Victoria, B.C.

CBE 2014 Calendar of Events

Programs subject to change. Events are at the Jodo Shinshu Center unless otherwise noted.

October 20-31: CBE Shinran Shonin Study Tour (in Japan)
October 25: Japanese Seminar with International Ministerial Orientation Program
(IMOP) and Tsukiji Hongwanji Ministers
November 11-13: Ministers’ Continuing Education (MCE) with Dr. George Tanabe
December 11-13: Winter Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP) Seminar
March 7, 2015: Winter Pacific Seminar at the Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple
Guest Speaker: Rev. Tomoyasu Chiko Naito, Professor Emeritus, Ryukoku University
March 13-16, 2015: TechnoBuddha Seminar
June 27, 2015: Shin Buddhism & the LGBTQ Community Seminar at the New York
Buddhist Church

www.BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org Email: cbe@bcahq.org Ph: (510) 809-1460
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Baby Boomers’ Seminar Celebrates Its Eighth Year
By Carl Yanari, Palo Alto Buddhist Temple

The Eighth Annual Baby Boomers’ Seminar was |l g

held at the JSC on September 6, 2014. Rev. Patricia 5
Usuki (seated, center) of the San Fernando 1 alley '
Buddhist Temple was the guest speaker.

This was my first time attending a Baby Boomers’ Seminar, so I was not sure
what to expect. Friday evening featured an informal discussion where we were able to
ask Rev. Patricia Usuki questions on anything. Besides learning about her path to be-
coming a minister, we also learned about the IMOP (International Ministerial Orienta-
tion Program) ministers who attended the seminar. It made us aware that each of our
paths are unique and are shaped by our relationships with each other.

On Saturday morning we held a service in the Kodo and listened to Rev. Usuki’s
keynote talk: “Who, Why, Where.” The first discussion was on “Who We Are.” We
usually focus on “I” or “Me” when defining ourselves. We don’t often think of all the
causes and conditions that make us who we are. Through awareness and self-reflection
we begin to discover our true selves and how we fit in the grand scheme of things.

The “Why” discussion focused on how we wonder why things happen. Some-
times unfortunate things happen to us or our loved ones but often things end up be-
ing okay. Sometimes wonderful things happen to us but they are usually short-lived.
Such is the nature of how things happen—not because one wills it so, but more do to
with the connectedness we have with one another.

The “Where We Are Going” discussion looked at how we can use the realization
of who we are and knowing why things happen to empower us to live a full and rich
life. Once we realize the who and why, we can’t help but be filled with gratitude and
live a life of Nembutsu.

Thanks to Rev. Patti Usuki for her wonderful insights. Her thoughtful message
was easy to listen to and understand. Thank you all for such a wonderful time.

Special for the BCA Wheel of Dharma

Coming of Age in Hawaii: Pacific Buddhist Academy

The first Jodo Shinshu Buddhist high school in the U.S. is growing
Lead grant received from The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation

By Bishop Eric Matsumoto, Honpa Hongwaniji Mission of Hawaii

Over the past 11 years, we’ve met many parents who agree that the traditional
model of education is no longer enough to prepare students for the problems we face
today or the challenges they’ll likely face tomorrow. Pacific Buddhist Academy has
been providing high school students with a new and transformative college prepara-
tory experience that has our graduates confidently striding into the world with the
spirit of peace, talk of more compassion, and the teaching of interdependence in their
minds.

Our unique peace education curriculum combines traditional core subjects with
culturally enriching experiences such as zziko and chado, and student favorites such as
art and rock band. Most importantly, each lesson plan incorporates the Buddhist val-
ues of gratitude, compassion and interconnection. This new educational model reso-
nates with many families, including the Atcheson family, originally from Seattle, WA.

“Since we moved to Hawaii from the mainland, we’ve been asked repeatedly
what brought us here,” shared Penny Atcheson, the mother of student-athlete Koki
Atcheson who will be a senior this fall. While not the only reason, Pacific Buddhist
Academy has always been a part of our explanation.

“We, felt that what was available in the mainland didn’t align closely with what
we wanted to experience as individuals and cultivate as a family...We saw a need for
something very different than the standard traditional programs that seem to be
blindly valued and followed. While they’ve worked for previous masses, ourselves
included, something is not working for the majority of this generation. Unfortunately,
it’s creating a huge divide in so many areas of life.”

In contrast, PBA cultivates interconnection. The school respects students as
equals, and their opinions are welcome to ensure a successful high school expetience.
Families are invited to take part in PBA’s activities, including an annual Taiko Festival,
athletic competitions, and special events. Even
seniors attending the adult day care at the adja-
cent Hongwanji are included on special occasions
when students prepare a lunch for them har-
vested from the school’s garden.

These experiences enable PBA students to
see life from a global perspective. Their coming
of age culminates in the school’s PeaceBridge
Project™, a senior-year experience that has stu-
dents enrolled in classes at the University of Hawaii as they research and address real-
life challenges such as homelessness and sustainability.

Since the school’s humble beginnings in 2003 with just 14 students, you might
say PBA has also been coming of age. In the 2013-2014 school year, the school wel-
comed 72 students — our highest enrollment to date. Due to PBA’s growing appeal,
the trustees embarked on a capital fundraising campaign for a new building in 2009.

We recently received most welcome news when PBA was awarded a $1.5 million
grant from The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation, one of the largest private
foundations in the nation. The Weinberg Foundation’s generosity brings PBA and our
school community a giant step closer to our new school building. With more class-
rooms, a science lab, and tea ceremony room, the new facility will enable PBA to pro-
mote and enhance the role Buddhist values play in not only education but also in forg-
ing a better world. Individuals interested in supporting PBA may contact Rudiger
Rickmann, Director of Advancement, at rudiger.ruckmann@pbahi.org or (808)
532-2649, ext. 209.

The Dharmakara Series: Our Lifelong Learning Challenge

INTRODUCTION TO THE SANBUTSU-GE:
Gatha (verses) in Praise of the Buddha (Part 9)

by Rev. John Iwohara

This is the continuation of a series of articles on the Sanbutsu-ge.
The reader is also encouraged to visit the on-line site: Dharmanet.org
http://www.dharmanet.org/coursesM/Shin/ | .html

Section 1: In praise of the Buddha (...continued)

Following Dharmakara Bodhisattva’s praise of the Buddha Lokesvararaja’s ac-
tions of the body and mouth, the next ten lines conclude the praise of the three kar-
mic acts and focuses on the karmic acts of the heart or mind. This praise of the karmic
acts of the mind are again divided into two large sections. The first four lines focus on
the five virtuous acts and praises the magnificence of the Buddha’s virtues. The re-
maining six lines focus on two virtues and is in praise of the ultimacy of the Buddha’s
virtues. Beginning with this article I would like to focus on the first of four lines or the
introduction of the five virtuous acts.

BERE =BR®E kai mon shoujin san mai chie

“Precepts, Hearing, Endeavor, Concentration, and Wisdom”

Dharmakara Bodhisattva’s praise of the Buddha’s karmic acts of the mind are
first represented through the five virtuous acts of maintaining precepts, hearing fre-
quently, endeavoring, concentrating, and having wisdom. The first of these five virtu-
ous acts, or maintaining precepts, might be construed as “doing” something and be-
cause of this can arguably be categorized as either an act of the body or mind. How-
ever, when we take a look at how precepts are generally written we discover that it is
telling us “not to do” something. Because of this it is categorized as an act of mind.

Ostensibly, maintaining precepts or £ai (J& )—because all we have to do is NOT

do something—seems relatively easy to accomplish. We think that it is much more
difficult “to do” something than it is “not to do” something. We often equate laziness
with not doing something. Why, then, does the Bodhisattva praise the Buddha for
being able to do nothing and elevate it to the degree of becoming a virtue? On the
other hand, if we assume that maintaining pre-
cepts is hard, then the list of precepts becomes a
list of those things that are very easy for us to
do. These easily performed acts of ours become
precepts when these acts are all discovered to be
harmful to self or others. Although not a pre-
cept, one example of an act that is easy for us to
do but should be avoided is picking at the scab
of a recently healed wound.

Sakyamuni Buddha, in thinking about what
easily performed acts should be avoided by peo-
ple who want to live a wholesome life, taught
the five lay precepts. These five things “not to
do” are acts that should be avoided, as a mini-
mum, by anyone who says that they wish to live
their lives guided by Buddhist principles. These
five acts that should be avoided include: (1) kill-
ing, (2) stealing, (3) adultery, (4) lying, and (5)
becoming intoxicated. The last precept of avoiding intoxication probably also includes
the act of not becoming addicted. Of these five the first precept of “not to kill” seems
reasonably easy to uphold. Very few of us, if any, consider ourselves to be ruthless,
killing machines. Having said that, however, there are also times when we might be
somewhat cavalier in our attitudes towards taking a life.

For example, I recently had our home tented for termites. With regards to taking
life it was genocidal in its scope. I signed the paperwork with very little, if any, re-
morse, and instead hoped that the treatment would be complete in its annihilation. On
a more regular basis I find myself not infrequently looking for cans of insecticide or
putting out ant traps in the hopes that I can kill the entire colony. I also find myself
swatting at flies without even a pause. The only time I find myself hesitating from
doing these things is when I am at the temple or a place where I am reminded that I
am a Buddhist. Otherwise, it seems that I rarely reflect on these acts of killing.

Although it may seem somewhat trivial to be talking about insects, the attitude
that I have shown towards the life of an insect and the attitude shown by Sakyamuni
Buddha and his disciples is markedly different. For example, in the onaijin or inner
altar area of our Jodo Shinshu temples is often found a lantern called the &ana tonrou
(ot #suri toro) hanging from either side of the gokwuuden or the “palace” where the Bud-
dha image is placed. The kana tourou or “Covered Metal Lantern” was originally de-
veloped in order to help prevent fires as well as to keep flying insects from acciden-
tally killing themselves in the flames of the lantern. Eventually, as is found in Jodo
Shinshu temples, the lanterns became more decorative than practical, but part of the
meaning behind the lamp is the protection of life including but not limited to the in-
sects that I would so recklessly destroy with abandon. Not doing something, then, is
not necessarily something that is easy for us to do (or not do as the case may be). In
the case of the kana tourou we are shown, at the very least, how mindful the Buddha
and the Sangha used to be in their practice of how not to take life. The mindfulness
that is required to nof fake life was born from an appreciation of how delicate, beautiful,
and rare life is even in the form of an insect. It is because of this lack of appreciation
for life, the lack of mindfulness that we tend to show towards life, that the other lay
precepts become relatively easy for us to ignore as well. In other words, if we can
teach ourselves how not to appreciate life because we can call it an “insect,” then it
would not be that difficult for us to figure out how to justify not following the other
four lay precepts. It is because of how easy it is for us to do these harmful things that
the Buddha had to caution us not to do these things.

Prior to Sakyamuni Buddha teaching the contents of what would become the
Larger Sutra, he himself was prophesied to become either a great spiritual leader or the
Cakravartin King. A Cakravartin King is the King of the World. In order to become
that king, however, Sakyamuni Buddha would have had to conquer many different
kingdoms. Conquests are generally achieved only after spilling much blood. Prior to
becoming Dharmakara Bodhisattva, the Bodhisattva was a king himself. As a king he
lived a lifestyle where bloodshed was a constant consideration. In praising Lokesvara-
raja Buddha for maintaining precepts, part of the praise must have included an appre-
ciation for being shown a different way to live life, one freed of having to spill blood,
and one that emphasizes an appreciation for the beauty of life.
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I learned.” He was disappointed that
many homes do not have an Obutsudan;
however, he feels that the weekly Sunday
service which many members attend is a
good thing.

Rev. Takamine’s favorite saying by
Shinran Shonin is: “It is certain that I will
go to birth in the Pure Lland before you, so
without fail I will await you there.” (Col-
lected Works of Shinran, p. 539, Lamp of
the Latter Ages)

As for Rev. Hatanaka, he sees his ex-
perience an opportunity “to learn and un-
derstand...the differences in the activities
between temples in Japan and the temples
of the BCA.” He also said, “By doing so,
I hope to find ways to better share the joy
of the Nembutsu teaching.” His message
to BCA members is, “Separated by such
a great distance from Japan, I am grate-
ful to know that there are so many fellow
Nembutsu followers here in America.”

Rev. Hatanaka noted it is wonderful
that many BCA temples have gymnasiums
where members can gather for activities
and also thinks it is great that weekly Sun-

day services are conducted.
Rev.
Shonin saying is: “When I consider deeply

Hatanaka’s favorite Shinran
the Vow of Amida, which arose from
five kalpas of profound thought, I realize
that it was entirely for the sake of myself
alone!” (CWS p.679, A Record in Lament of
Divergences)

Both ministers are near the midpoint
of their tour. They will be visiting BCA
temples in Southern California and Jodo
Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada in
October and November. They also plan
to call on BCA temples in the Eastern
District.

UK
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After the
Rev. Robinson kindly invited us to his

conference was over,
residence called Chomon House, where
sangha members regularly meet and
listen to the nembutsu teaching. There
was a simple Jodo Shinshu hondo set
up in the upstairs room that could hold
about 20 people maximum. Rev. Robin-
son proudly showed us the hondo and
explained from where they had received
the Buddha’s Name scroll and other
sacred objects. Though the hondo was
simple, it meant a lot to them.

I understand that, besides the United
Kingdom, there are places like this in
Poland, Switzerland, Germany, Belgium,
Hungary, and Romania. Some members
are taking the Hongwanji Jodo Shinshu
Correspondence Course (JSCC) offered
from Berkeley and plan to receive ordi-
nation from the Hongwanji. As a matter
of fact, I met two JSCC students during
the conference.

We could see that the international
sangha members were so grateful to have
encountered the nembutsu teaching that
their joy was overflowing in their words,
actions, and faces. We felt like we had
been transported back to the time of
Shintan Shonin, or even the time of
Shakyamuni Buddha, because the people
we encountered were so genuinely happy.

During the closing session of the
conference, Rev. Robinson read a sec-
tion from The Teaching of Buddha.
After listening to him, I couldn’t help
but think about the world in which we
live now. The quote describes people
living in absolute darkness, frightened
and unable to recognize one another.
They do not know how to associate with
each other in peaceful harmony. With
no light of wisdom in their minds, they
wander about in loneliness and fear.
Then the Buddha suddenly appears,
and by his wisdom and compassion he
illumines the world. In this light people
find themselves as well as others and are
glad to establish human fellowship and
harmonious relations.

Today, we are witnessing many con-
flicts and wars all over the world. We can
hear people screaming and crying and at
the same time, we can hear the words of
the Buddha:

“Thousands of people may live in
a community but it is not one of real
fellowship until they know each other
mutually and have sympathy for one
another. A true community has faith
and wisdom that illuminate it. It is a
place where the people know and trust
one another and where there is social
harmony. In fact, harmony is the life and
real purport of a true community or an
organization.”

Our visit was a very gratifying experi-
ence. | feel we need to have more inter-
action with our international sangha. Dr.
Kent Matsuda and I agreed that other
people—BCA ministers and members—
should have the same opportunity to
participate in the next ESBC scheduled
to be held in Belgium in 2016.

*Please read Dr. Kent Matsuda’s
article for additional information about
the European conferences.
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The Institute of Buddhist Studies would like to grate-
fully acknowledge all who have extended their generosity
and support of the Friends of IBS Ministerial Scholarship

The total received since January 1, 2014 is $72,550.
Thanks to the generous and timely response of BCA mem-
bers, organizations and Friends, we have already begun
distribution of financial assistance to ministerial students.

Following are the individuals, families and organizations
who have made contributions from July through September,

Rev. Haruo and Mrs. Shigeko Yamaoka
Rev. Kiyonobu and Mrs. Hitomi Kuwahara

FRIENDS OF IBS MINISTERIAL
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Dz. Sumio and Mrs. Ada Kubo

Mrs. Nancy Nabeta Martinez

Mrs. Sally Takeda

Mrs. Nancy Hirota

Mz. Steve and Mrs. Reiko Tsuchida

Mr. Tomiaki (Tom) and Mrs. Nobuko Okada

Mr. Eugene and Mrs. Yukiko Otake

Mzr. Neil and Mrs. Donna Higashida

Mzr. Craig and Mrs. Helen Tagawa

IN MEMORIUM

Mrs. Nancy Nabeta Martinez ~

In memory of Ms. Jane Yagade, Dharma School Teacher
ORGANIZATIONS

Bay District Junior Young Buddhist Organization
Southern District Junior Young Buddhist League
Idaho-Oregon Buddhist Temple ~ Pure Land Joggers and Striders
SPECIAL TRIBUTES

Craig and Helen Tagawa ~

In Honor of Reverend Seigen Yamaoka, Best Wishes on

your Birthday!

INSTITUTE OF BUDDHIST STUDIES

2140 Durant Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94704-1589
E-mail: instituteofbuddhiststudies@shin-ibs.edu

Yes! Please count me in as a Friend of the Institute of Buddhist Studies. I understand that these funds will be used
directly to support the endeavors of our BCA ministers of tomorrow, who wish to study at the Institute of Buddhist
Studies. Checks can be made payable to IBS, with the notation “Friends of IBS” on the memo line. Please note that your
contributions to the Institute of Buddhist Studies are tax deductible.

Address

This donation is from my organization

City

State ___ Zip code

E-mail

Temple affiliation

WoD 10.14

Phone (

)

IBS is a duly recognized charitable organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

BCA Bookstore

News
By Gayle Noguchi

Now available:
Refuge Recovery — A
Buddhist Path to Re-
covery from Addiction
by Noah Levine,
paperback, $16.99.

Refuge
is an approach to

Recovery

recovery from ad-
dictions of all kinds
that bestselling au-

thor and renowned

Buddhist teacher Noah ILevine developed
based on the Four Noble Truths and the Eight
Fold Path. The first half of the book presents
the principles and process of this proven and
systematic approach and takes the reader
through the program step by step. The second
half presents stories from former addicts
recounting their lives of addiction and their
recovery achieved through Buddhist practice
and the Refuge Recovery Program.

Levine articulates his message with clar-
ity and compassion. His program not only
provides a paradigm for understanding ad-
diction and the suffering it causes, but also
a non-theistic means of transformation and
liberation from it.

To order, go to www.bcabookstore.com or
sales@bcabookstore.com/510-809-1435. The
BCA Bookstore is open Wednesday through
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Like us on
Facebook.
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