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New Year’s Greeting from Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani

Happy New Year, every-
one! At the beginning of this
New Year, I would like to
extend my best regards to you
all.

Last year again, following
the year before, Japan, as well
as many other countries in the
world, was struck with multi-
ple natural disasters. I would
like to convey my deepest
condolences to those who
lost their lives through those
disasters and express my sym-
pathy to everyone affected.
In addition, we must never
forget that armed conflicts
and terror attacks as well as
severe starvation is making it
difficult to live, and lives are
being lost every day.

Last September I had
an opportunity to make an
official visit to the temples
of the Buddhist Churches
of America as Monshu for
the first time. This allowed
me to complete the first
round of visitations to all of
the overseas districts which
include Canada, Hawaii,
South America, and the US
mainland.

Although every temple
and district has its own his-
tory and background, many
of the overseas Jodo Shinshu
temples were established and
have been cherished by the
Japanese immigrants and
their descendants. Reflecting
on how sincerely our prede-

cessors entrusted themselves
to the Buddha Dharma and
how importantly they thought
of their temples while facing
many difficulties such as
World War II, I cannot help
but feel grateful and even awe
for their tremendous efforts
as well as many other won-
drous circumstances that have
allowed the Jodo Shinshu
teaching to be handed down
to us today.

However, a considerable
amount of time has passed
since the Japanese emigrated
overseas, and the lifestyle of
their descendants, as well
as the world situation have
changed greatly. In accor-
dance with these changes,

quite a few people who are
not of ethnically Japanese or-
igin have also come to appre-
ciate the teaching clarified by
Shinran Shonin, and attend
our overseas temples.

What caused this is noth-
ing but the universality of the
Jodo Shinshu teaching that
transcends time and space. In
other words, Amida Buddha’s
compassion equally reaches
and nondiscriminatively em-
braces everyone in the midst
of all sorts of pain and agony.

In this year, let us continue
to listen to the Dharma, con-
sidering it is directed to each
one of us, and keep moving
forward to share it with many
other people as possible.

Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani

January 1, 2020

OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu

Hongwanji-ha

Bloomquist Legal Battle — Extraordinary Success for BCA, IBS

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

A Dog, the Pope and the Buddha

By Richard A. Stambul
BCA President

Leonard was a dog,
a likeable Weimaraner,
weighing in at about 70
pounds with a long tail,
and he was primarily
responsible for teaching
me the law of wills and

estates.

The tail is import-
ant.

Our class on wills
and estates began at
8 a.m. sharp and met
several days each week.
Our professor was a

nationally  recognized
attorney, author and
lecturer, Laurence P.

Simpson. By 1970, Dr.
Simpson was aging,
hard of hearing, yet still
brilliant and learned.
His class roster in-
cluded more than 100
students but barely 25
showed up for the first
lecture. The class was
simply too early in the
morning, and for law
students already full of

themselves, a relatively
boring subject.
Leonard’s

owner
started sneaking him
into class. I should

mention that back in
my law school days,
dogs were never allowed
in public buildings.
Never. Leonard would
hide wunderneath the
desk which made him
invisible from the front
of the lecture hall.

At least once each
class, sometimes more
often, Leonard’s tail
would knock repeat-
edly against the desk

“BANG, BANG,
BANG.” Dr. Simpson

Continued on Page 5

By Rev. Dr. David Ryoe Matsumoto
IBS President

We often take so much for granted in
our lives. Our families and friends. The
world. Our past, present and future. Our
Buddhist temple, BCA and IBS. Even the
Three Treasures that we recite weekly in
our temple services. We are rarely amazed
that we are actually able to hear the teach-
ings of the Buddha.

Shinran Shénin thought about those
things a lot. From the Larger Sutra, he
learned that:

1t is difficult to encounter a time when
a Tathagata appears in the world,

And difficult to hear the teaching of the
Buddhas;

More difficult even than trust in the
teachings of Sakyamuni’s lifetime
Is the true entrusting of the universal Vow

America)

Nothing surpasses this difficulty.
— “Hymns of the Pure Land”

Hear the Teaching of the Buddha

IBS President Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto holds
the Memorandum of Understanding and BCA
President Rick Stambul presents IBS with a check
of $418,488.09, a preliminary distribution from the
Richard Bloomquist estate. Additional funds from
the estate will bring the total distribution to IBS

of more than $1 million. (Buddhist Churches of

Shinran was amazed that we are
actually able to receive the truth of the
Buddha’s teachings, and I believe that he

Continued on Page 5

Buddhist Church of Florin Celebrates 100 Years With Full Slate of Events

By Judie Miyao

wearing traditional ochigo costumes.

Buddhist Church of Florin

Turning a momentous page in its history, the
Buddhist Church of Florin celebrated its 100-
year anniversary on Sept. 21 with the theme of
“Honoring Our Past, Celebrating Our Future.”

The day’s events, led by resident minister
Rev. Candice Shibata and honored guest, BCA
Bishop Rev. Kodo Umezu, also included Rev.
Yoshiaki Takemura, Rev. Hoyu Ishida and Rev.
Yuki Sugahara, who previously served in Florin.
The Northern California District ministers, in-
cluding Rev. Yukiko Motoyoshi, Rev. Matthew
Hamasaki, Rev. Masanari Yamagishi and Rev.

Tim Castle also participated in the service, which
began with the ochigo procession of 12 children

“One hundred two years ago, Florin members
met to establish a group to hear and receive the
Dharma. Florin was established as the spiritual
and physical home for Buddhist immigrants, who
longed for a place where they could feel safe and
accepted,” Bishop Umezu said. “Today, 100 years
later, people continue to welcome and support
people in our community to listen to the words
of the Buddha and work towards creating a better
place for all people.”

In 1917, the original community that estab-
lished the Buddhist Church of Florin initially
gathered in homes to listen to the words of Bud-
dha. In 1919, the founding members completed
the construction of the temple and it became the

Continued on Page 6

Buddhist Church of Florin Resident Minister Rev. Candice Shibata, center,
and BCA Bishop Rev. Kodo Umezu pose with the seven patrticipants of
the Kieshiki Affirmation Ceremony. The ceremony was part of the daylong

events celebrating the Buddhist Church of Florin’s centennial. (Courtesy of

Douglas Blakkolb)
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On New Year, Think of Buddha’s Wish for Happiness

By Rev. Kodo Umezu
BCA Bishop

Happy New Year!

As we welcome the New Year, we
exchange our greetings with each other
by saying, “We wish you a Happy New
Year!”

It is natural for us to have such
feelings for people around us. We wish
for happiness for our family members,
friends and the world. But we really
don’t know what happiness is. Even if
we wish for the happiness of others, we
don’t know what to do.

This leads me to think of the wish
of Amida Buddha known as the Primal

Vow. Amida Buddha, knowing how we
are, sincerely wishes all sentient beings
without exception to live their lives
with true happiness and fulfillment.
This wish did not stay just a wish. The
Buddha gave rise to the Vow, and the
way to bring true happiness was discov-
ered and presented to us. This is known
as the path of the Nembutsu.

Hearing this caring call, Namo
Amida Butsu, coming from the Pure
Realm, we live our lives with clarity and
fulfillment. By doing so, we will not
need to ask for the worldly pleasures
and happiness. Happiness will be given
to us naturally and constantly.

This Nembutsu path is open to peo-
ple of all walks of life. We are not asked
to be anyone else. We are able to be our-
selves, and we find ourselves as family
members of Amida Buddha. It is only in
our human world that we discriminate
with each other by race, color, wealth,
education, etc. The Universal eyes of
Buddha view all beings as wonderful in-
dividuals and we are welcome to return
to the Ultimate Home of All Life.

The Buddha, with a true, compas-
sionate heart, wishes for happiness for
all of us, and we can acknowledge the
tireless call from the Realm of Our True
Home by responding with the Nembut-

su.

How difficult it is to encounter the
strong influence of the Universal Vow,
even in many cycles of birth and death!
How difficult ir is to attain the pure
faith, even in millions of kalpas! If you
are fortunate enough to atrtain practice
and faith, you should rejoice at your close
relationship with Amida from the distant
past. If your mind is still covered with a
net of doubt, you will continue to wander
about in samsara for myriads of kalpas.

How trustworthy are the words of
truth that say that we are embraced in
Amida’s Light and never forsaken! How
extraordinary and wonderful is the Right
Dharma! Hear and reflect; be careful not
to hesitate too long.

What a joy it is that I, Gutoku Shin-
ran, disciple of Shakyamuni, have had a
rare chance to meet with the Pure Land
scriptures from India and the commen-
taries by Chinese and Japanese masters,
which are difficult to encounter, and have
been able to hear their teachings that we
can only rarely hear!

Having respectfully accepted in faith
the teaching, practice, and enlightenment
of the True Pure Land Way, I deeply
acknowledge the Tathagata Amida’s be-
nevolence. Here I rejoice over what I have
heard and marvel at what I have received.

— “Kyogyoshinsho Preface” by Shinran Shonin
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A Mother’s Final Message to Her Child — a Lesson in Gassho

By Rev. Takashi Miyaji
Tacoma Buddhist Temple

We often get told that
Jodo Shinshu is a path of
hearing. But what are we
hearing? One answer is that
we hear with our hearts the

calling voice of true reality. It
is admirttedly a very abstract
answer. But I would like to
share with the reader a story
I once heard that might put
this into perspective.

Once, there lived a preg-
nant mother in Japan before
the war. When she had the
child, there were complica-
tions from her pregnancy.
The healthy baby grew up to
be about 2 years old, but the
mother’s condition worsened,
and she suffered from an
illness that was not known
at the time. In fear of the
child contracting the illness
as well, the father did not let
this child around the mother.

The mother was essentially
confined in her room.

One day, the doctor said
that she did not have long to
live. She begged her husband
to let her see her child one
last time. Finally, the father
agreed, but just for a few
minutes. When the child
entered the room, the mother
hugged her child very tightly
for a long time.

What does a mother say to
her child if it is the last time
they will meet?

“When I was a little girl,
my parents showed me the
most important posture you
can take in this life,” she said.
“Put your hands together like

this,” and she put her child’s
hands together in gassho.

“This is the most import-
ant form you can take in this
life,” she continued. “Don’t
ever forget this posture, my
child. Every time you feel
alone, put your hands to-
gether like this to remember
that the Buddha is always
with you. Every time you feel
lonely, put your hands to-
gether in gassho to remember
that I will always be with you.
Don’t ever forget this.”

After that exchange, the
mother entered the DPure
Land.

Continued on Page 6

“You Must Unlearn What You Have Learned’

By Rev. Kory Quon
Venice Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple

Happy New Year! Happy
2020! Best wishes for this
New Year. As this is another
turning point in our lives, let
us reflect and appreciate this
Nembutsu path and keep with

the foundations that make it
right for each and every one of
us.

Have you ever shared some-
thing special with someone?
How did they receive your gift?
Recently, I was able to share a
moment with my 7-year-old
son.

I thought it was time to
show him a large part of my
childhood. We sat together
to watch “Star Wars” for the
first time. Do you remember
the hold it had over us over 40
years ago? Do you remember
the visions of galaxies far away
and the battle of light and dark
that raged not only around but
also within us?

If you were not a fan, fanatic
or zealot, I am sure you know
someone that is or has been. As

we watched the original “Star
Wars: A New Hope,” a review
from my son opened my mind.

“This is weird. Why would
they do that?” he kept on say-
ing. By the time we reached the
halfway point of the movie, he
was done and the electronics
came out. I was very surprised.

We continued on to the
next film and he kept his
stance. This is where the title
of this piece comes from. It is
quoted from a character who is
considered a great teacher that
has given guidance and has
been a great influence for many
people of my generation.

Do you know where the
words, “You Must Unlearn
What You Have Learned”
comes from? The words belong
to the Jedi Master Yoda.

As 1 heard Yoda’s words,
I thought of these words by
Shinran.

For evil sentient beings of
wrong views and arrogance,
The Nembutsu that embod-
ies  Amida’s  Primal Vow
Is hard to accept in shinjin;
This most difficulr of difficulties,
nothing surpasses.

Let me explain why. “You
Must Unlearn What You Have
Learned,” Yoda says this
to the main character, Luke
Skywalker, while training him.
Luke is already too old and set
in his ways to be trained. On
a subconscious level, he con-
stantly fights the principles of
the Force and Yoda’s teachings

with doubt.

Continued on Page 6
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Correction

In the December issue,
the article on Senshin
Buddhist Temple’s Kinnara
Gagaku incorrectly listed
Rev. Haruyoshi Kusada as
the founding director of IBS.

The founding director
from 1966-67 was Rev.
Kanmo Imamura, the former
Resident Minister of the
Berkeley Buddhist Temple,
until Imamura became Bish-
op of the Hawaii Kyodan.
Rev. Kusada was the second
director.
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Gardena’s Annual Ichi-Mi Is Successful LGBTQ+ Awareness Seminar

By Amy Umezu
Gardena Buddhist Church

Approximately 50 people participated in Gardena
Buddhist Church’s third annual Ichi-Mi seminar on
Nov. 16 to bring awareness to LGBTQ+ issues within
the BCA’s Sanghas.

Ichi-Mi began in 2017 as a half-day workshop. In
2018, it evolved into a one-day seminar, and this year,
Ichi-Mi is now an official affiliated organization of
GBC.

The following is the Ichi-Mi group’s mission
statement: “We pledge our best efforts as Jodo Shinshu
Buddhists to provide a safe space for LGBTQ+ identi-
fying people, their family members and allies.”

“Ichi-Mi —R£K” is a phrase that can be found in the
following passage of Shinran Shonin’s “Shoshin-Nem-
butsu-Ge,” which is found in the chapter on “Practice”
in the “Kyo Gyo Shin Sho™:

bonshi gyaku hé sai e nyu NLEEFEFT ] A
nyo shu shi nyu kai ichi mi JIZRIK AMH—K

A translation of this passage is:

When ignorant and wise, even grave offenders and

slanders of the Dharma, all alike turn about and enter,
They are like waters that, on entering the ocean,
become one in taste with it.

The meaning of this passage is that all beings, both
the foolish and virtuous, once encountering and hear-
ing Amida Buddha’s name, Namo Amida Butsu, are all
of one flavor or taste.

In other words, within the grasp of Amida Buddha,
we are all of the same essence. This is what Jodo Shin-
shu informs us of. It is from this Nembutsu spirit that
the Ichi-Mi group was established.

The topic for this year’s Ichi-Mi event was exploring
how the Sangha, families and LGBTQ+ individuals can
be mutually supportive.

The seminar began with an opening service led by
Gardena Buddhist Church’s Resident Minister, Rev.
John Iwohara, chanting “Shoshinge” with wasan,
followed by a Dharma message on the meaning and
importance of “Ichi-Mi.”

Alan Kita, chairperson of the church’s Jodo Shinshu
Education and Culture Committee, welcomed every-
one to the event and shared a Safe Space Agreement
to ensure the event would be a comfortable learning
environment for all the participants.

The service was followed by a panel of four parents
of LGBTQ+ individuals who grew up attending various
BCA temples: Michael Jones of San Jose Betsuin, parent

Participants at Gardena Buddhist Church’s third annual Ichi-Mi
seminar gather for a group photo Nov. 16. The event was held to
bring awareness to LBGTQ+ issues within the BCA’s Sanghas.
Below right, four parents of LBGTQ+ individuals speak to the
attendees. Shown, from left, are Jo Ann and Kevin Tanioka of
Orange County Buddhist Church, parents of a gay son; Michael
Jones of San Jose Betsuin, parent of a transgender daughter; and
Janet Umezu of BCA, parent of a transgender son and lesbian
daughter. (Photos courtesy of Gardena Buddhist Church)

FYI

The Gardena Buddhist Church’s Ichi-Mi group
has come up with an educational resource
titled “Embraced by the Buddha’s Compassion:
A Jodo Shinshu LGBTQ+ Resource Guide.”

The resource guide is available free for any
individual, church or temple by contacting the
Ichi-Mi group at ichimi.gbc@gmail.com.

of a transgender daughter; Jo Ann and Kevin Tanioka
of Orange County Buddhist Church, parents of a gay
son; and Janet Umezu of BCA, parent of a transgender
son and lesbian daughter.

The parents shared their touching stories of their
personal experiences of being parents to LGBTQ+
individuals and how Jodo Shinshu has helped them

i
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through their process of accepting their respective
child’s coming out. Participants also had the opportu-
nity to submit questions to ask the panelists.

Following the panel, participants broke out into
small groups for the first workshop of the day.

The first workshop consisted of participants read-
ing personal stories submitted by four anonymous
LGBTQ+ identifying individuals who grew up attend-
ing BCA temples.

In these stories, the anonymous individuals shared

Continued on Page 4

National Board Holds Meeting at JSC, Addresses Variety of Issues

Members of the BCA Nation-
al Board met Dec. 7 at the Jodo
Shinshu Center in Berkeley and it
was Bishop Rev. Kodo Umezu’s
final National Board meeting as
BCA Bishop.

Bishop Umezu announced
that Rev. Kazuaki Nakata was
assigned to the Central California
District. Rev. Etsuko Mikame
and Rev. Noritaka Imada both
arrived from Japan in August as
new Kaikyoshi. Rev. Mikame was
assigned to the San Jose Buddhist
Church Betsuin and Rev. Imada
was assigned to the Tri-State/
Denver Buddhist Temple.

Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto,
President of the Institute of Bud-
dhist Studies (IBS), announced
that Richard Endo resigned as
Chair of the IBS Board of Trust-
ees. Rev. Dr. Matsumoto told
the board that enrollment at IBS
continues to increase. There are
10 ministerial aspirants enrolled.

Rev. Patricia Usuki, Gicho of
the BCA Ministers Association,
said many ministers are currently

not enrolled in BCA’s long-

BCA National Board members and supporters gather Dec. 7 at the Jodo
Shinshu Center in Berkeley. (Courtesy of Rev. Michael Endo)

term disability plan. The BCA
headquarters staff is working to
correct this.

Hideaki Mizuno, Executive
Director of the Endowment
Foundation, reported that Octo-
ber 2019, the foundation’s assets
grew by $4 million. This growth
was mainly because of investment
returns and custodial account
deposits.

The Growth Portfolio A
increased by 13.8 percent and
Portfolio B grew by 14.8 percent
for the first 10 months of 2019.
The Growth and Income Portfo-
lio showed a gain of 11.9 percent
and the Income Portfolio grew
by 8.2 percent during the same
period.

Jeff Matsuoka, BCA Treasur-
er, announced that the Dana Pro-

gram has raised about $89,000
as of Oct. 31, nearly $40,000
less than last year at this time.
The preliminary dues assessment
for 2020-2021 is estimated to
be over $151 per BCA member
depending on the membership
numbers coming in January.

Revs. Jerry Hirano and Mar-
vin Harada, co-directors of the
Center for Buddhist Education,
announced that a Temple Lead-
ership Workshop will take place
at the JSC from Jan. 31 to Feb.
2, 2020.

Gayle Noguchi, BCA Di-
rector of Operations, said CB
Executive Protection was hired
to provide security services at the
JSC on weekdays and on week-
ends when needed.

Calvin Doi, President of
the Central California District,
announced that the Dinuba Bud-
dhist Church held its final service
on Nov. 2.

The National Board voted
to approve a change to the BCA
Bylaws. Every temple that does
not have a resident minister and

is supervised will have only one
ministerial vote at the BCA Na-
tional Council.

Steve Terusaki, BCA Vice
President, and John Mullins, IBS
student, both on the Endowment
Foundation’s Joint Committee
on Development, unveiled the
new long-term capital campaign.

This campaign will help pay
off the debt on the JSC, fund six
IBS professorial chairs, expand
the BCA’s digital resources, and
provide funds for maintenance
on the BCA properties. The
campaign goal will probably be
$25 million.

The National Board approved
starting this new campaign,
which is currently called “The
Dharma is Our Home.”

Representatives from the BCA
and the Endowment Foundation
met to restructure the current
BCA loan on the JSC. An agree-
ment was made to amend the
current loan so that the current
outstanding debt of $3.4 million
will be converted into a 30-year
loan.
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When I Think About the Future of Buddhism

Editor’s Note: This article appeared in the Lion’s Roar
magazine and is reprinted with the permission of the au-
thor.

By Tara Umemoto
Berkeley Buddhist Temple

From minister to lawyer, social worker to construc-
tion worker, artist to accountant, age zero to 104 — we
are each here because of infinite causes and conditions.
We are who we are because of our interactions with
other people, our upbringing, our culture, and our
experiences.

Anyone can be Buddhist, no matter their race or
ethnicity or gender or sexuality or socioeconomic class
or ability or language. But because of these differences,
we also have different perspectives that impact the way
we interact with everything around us, including Bud-
dhism.

When I think about the future of Buddhism, I see
inclusivity.

With this diversity, we need to be aware that we
don’t really know other people’s experiences, values,
and perspectives. You are talking with a new person
after service and their eyes keep flickering to their phone
sitting on the table.

Are they fearful of being in a new place? Anxious?
Shy? What brought them to the temple? Did something
happen to them before coming to the temple? Are they
waiting to hear back from a loved one who is in another
country?

When someone does something we disagree with, we
need to remember that they have experiences we may
not know about that affect their perspective and actions.
We also need to remember that we are all human beings
and Amida Buddha accepts us as we are. By having this
understanding, we can be more inclusive.

When I think about the future of Buddhism, I see
change.

Everything is constantly changing. This is a core
Buddhist teaching. Buddhism itself has a history of
change. It has adapted over time as it moves from one
country to the next, one city to the next, one home to
the next, one teacher to the next. With each change,
each adapration, it is not quite the same as it was.

Today, our environment is changing. Our political
climate is changing. There is increasing diversity, and
at the same time fear and ignorance of diversity. There
is more and more technology, and with that comes both
opportunities for us to connect and also new challenges:
distraction, isolation, cyberbullying.

Today, youth face different types of stressors, pains,
and suffering than those of past generations. Not better
or worse, just different.

And, like everything else, the Buddhist community
is constantly changing. Buddhism needs to adapt to
meet the new needs of its ever changing members. By
listening to the sangha and coming generations, we can
change to meet their needs.

When I think about the future of Buddhism, I see
kindness.

I was yelled at by multiple people at work. Despite
knowing it was not my fault and that I had done all I
could do, I kept thinking, “I have failed, I have messed
up, I have made a mistake.”

After work that evening, I walked onto the temple
grounds, where a fellow member caught my eye. A huge
smile stretched across her face and she lifted her hand to
wave hello, saying, “Hi, Tara! Good to see you!”

Berkeley Buddhist Temple Minister’s Assistant Tara
Umemoto is shown next to a donation bin for the Alameda
County Community Food Bank in 2018. Umemoto
organized the food bank donation drive. (Courtesy of Jon
Kawamoto)

In an instant, I could feel the anger and frus-
tration and stress disappear, and instead I was
filled with warmth and kindness and courage.

When I think about the future of Buddhism,
I see community.

Whether it is deepening my understanding
of the Dharma, giving me a job at the bazaar
fundraiser, inviting me on the camping trip, of-
fering me a ride home, or simply listening, the
temple has made me feel part of a community.

When the roof leaked, many members came
out to catch the water, move the carpets, and
work together to ensure the service could
still happen. When a temple member fell ill,
members came together to donate money, write
cards, and reach out to make sure they felt
supported. The community has been a constant
support through the changes and struggles
members have faced. It will continue to be there
for others facing life’s challenges.

I have had a positive experience of Sangha,
and not everyone has this. I met a young pro-
fessional who wanted to join the community.
She joined a committee but could not make the
meetings because they were scheduled during
work hours. This youth didn’t feel included.

At a youth panel at a Buddhist conference,
the majority of the time was taken up by a non-
youth telling their story. These youth didn’t
feel heard.

This shows we have room to grow. In Bud-
dhism, we learn that everyone has the potential
to change and be better. We must be intentional
abourt including each person who comes through
our doors. We must be prepared to adapt and
meet the needs of the new generation. I hope
that we all can make that effort every day to
continue to learn and change and do better.

When I think about the future of Buddhism,
I see inclusivity. I see change. I see kindness. I
see community. I see Namo Amida Butsu.

Tax Break Available for IRA Holders

Traditional IRA holders ages 70% and up must
withdraw a required minimum distribution each year
from your account, and normally, this amount is
counted as income.

But if you direct all or part of your distribution to
support BCA, it can be designated as a qualified char-
itable distribution (QCD). This type of donation will
not be counted as taxable income, up to $100,000.

Some simple rules to take advantage of this oppor-
tunity to support Buddhist education without paying
taxes on your IRA withdrawal:

The distribution must be made directly from your
plan to the BCA;

The maximum required minimum distribution
(RMD) donation is $100,000;

The amount of your annual RMD is based on
a table published by the Internal Revenue Service
(IRS); and

You do not have to pay income tax as long as you
make a distribution to a charitable nonprofit like
BCA.

Reduce your tax liability for 2020 by planning
your charitable withdrawals today. For help planning
your qualified charitable distribution donation, con-
tact Steve Okamoto at steveokamotol@gmail.com or
at 650-468-8184.

Ichi-Mi

Continued from Page 3

their difficulties as LGBTQ+ individuals growing up
in temple, attending Dharma School and Jr. YBA.
While the individuals recognized that various BCA
temples are working to make our Sanghas more wel-
coming, some also expressed their hesitancy to return
to their home temple or any temple in BCA because
of the challenges they experienced while growing up.
After reading these stories, participants engaged in
small group discussions, talking about their reactions
and feelings about the stories.

The GBC-BWA kindly prepared and served
everyone a delicious donburi lunch. Desserts, drinks
and refreshments were generously provided by the
GBC Dana Group.

The seminar continued after lunch with a creative
arts workshop. Participants were able to choose
among three different stations: a Japanese calligraphy
workshop led by Rev. Nobuo Miyaji, teaching how
to write “—WE” (ichi-mi) and “FEHUAHE” (sesshu
fusha); a wrist nenju-making workshop led by Ichi-
Mi members Cheryl Kono and Mitch Kobayashi; and
a poetry writing workshop led by Rev. Iwohara in
which participants could take time to reflect on and
express their experience at Ichi-Mi, inspired by Jodo
Shinshu poetry.

In the third and final workshop of the day,
participants gathered to discuss future action plans.
Participants came up with different actions that in-
dividuals and Sanghas can take in the near future to
help make BCA churches and temples a more safe and
supportive environment for our LGBTQ+ identifying
members.

Examples of suggestions that were discussed in-
cluded holding educational workshops for Dharma
School teachers at conferences, or for churches or
temples to hold more educational events such as Ichi-
Mi.

The day wrapped up with a closing service in
which Rev. Iwohara, Rev. Miyaji, and Minister’s As-
sistant Amy Umezu led participants in the chanting
of “Juseige.”

The seminar received positive feedback from the
participants, many of whom expressed their appreci-
ation for the personal stories that were shared by the
panelists and the anonymous contributors.

At the seminar, the Ichi-Mi group also shared for
the first time “Embraced by the Buddha’s Compas-
sion: A Jodo Shinshu LGBTQ+ Resource Guide.”

The GBC Ichi-Mi group hopes that the guide
can serve as an educational and helpful resource for
Jodo Shinshu members navigating their journey as an
LGBTQ+ identifying individual, a family member,
or a supporter who wishes to one day become an ally.

For any individual or temple who wishes to re-
ceive a copy of this resource guide, please feel free to
contact ichimi.gbc@gmail.com.

Ichi-Mi 2019 was made possible in part by a grant
from the Aratani Foundation, and the fiscal sponsor-
ship of Marsha Aizumi and the National Queer Asian
Pacific Islander Alliance (NQAPIA).

Ichi-Mi thanks all the participants who came out
to attend and support our 2019 seminar.

WINTER PACIFIC SEMINAR - 21ST CENTURY

“Fushidan Sekkyo”’

DHARMA TALKS & STORY-TELLING IN JODO SHINSHU

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: In Japan, Jodo Shinshi priests often
Dr. Mark Blum delivered Dharma messages in the form of
» | fushidan sekkys, which featured musical,
. ] often comical, forms of story-tefling. Dr.
| Mark Bl will discuss this style of preaching
and explain how, [ike rakugo (“fallen

words"), a similar form g nese r-
Or. Mark L Blum s 3 Buddhist Studles Prafessor and Shinjo ) f o perfo
fte Distinguished Chair in Japanese Studies in the Depart-
ment of East Asian Languages and Cultures at the University
of Califarnia, Barkeley. He ls the author of The Origins and
Developrment of Pure Land Buddhisrm (2002), co-editer of Ren-
nyo and the Roots of Modern Japanese Buddhism (2006) and
Cultivating Spirituality: o modern Shin Buddhist enthology
{20m) and author of other works, He bs cumently working on
campleting Think Busfdha, Say Buddha: a history of nenbutsu
thought, proctice and culture,

mance art, it is gaining in popularity today.

SATURDAY,
JANUARY 25, 2020
9:30 am - 3:30 pm

DHARMATHON: St
Southern District Ministers i
Los ANGELES HomPA
=~ Presented in English and Japanese ~
HONGWANJI BUDDHIST
REGISTRATION: $40 TEMPLE

(Includes lunch)

50, DISTRICT: PLEASE REGISTER WITH TEMPLES
DEADLINE: 1/11/20
Contact: Rev. Koho Takata at
NishiDharmaCenter@gmail.com
or call (213) 680-9130

815 E. First Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

egl forms and

org

at www.

ented by the Institute of Buddhist Studies &

BCA Center for Buddhist Education

Hosted by the BCA Southern District Ministe 1 & Buddhist Education Committee
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couldn’t tell exactly where the loud noise came from,
but every time Leonard wagged his tail, “old man
Simpson” would yell, “Who’s making that noise?”
“Who is that?” No one said a word. Not even Leonard.
We thought this was great fun and soon enough the
early morning classroom was filled to standing room
only. That’s why I learned the law of wills and estates
and came to appreciate the implications of Richard
Allen Bloomquist’s will.

Bloomquist died in San Diego County on May
19, 2014. He left no immediate relatives, no wife, no
children, no relatives at all except for a distant cous-
in who — we later learned — had barely made any
contact with Bloomquist. After Bloomquist’s passing,
it appeared the approximately $1.4 million in his estate
would pass to his distant cousin.

However, in the summer of 2016, two years after
Bloomquist died, the San Diego County Deputy Public
Administrator informed the Buddhist Churches of
America that it had found a holographic or handwritten
will in Bloomquist’s desk that he had written in 1987,
27 years before his death. Executing a holographic will
is not an easy task. Because there are so many technical
requirements for such a will to be valid, it is rarely
attempted, at least not successfully. But Bloomquist,
without any legal training that we can establish, had
handwritten the perfect example of a legally enforce-
able, holographic will.

In his will, Bloomquist bequeathed everything in
his substantial estate to the “Buddhist Church.” We
don’t know if Bloomquist was a Buddhist. It’s likely
he was raised Catholic, but we don’t know if he had

ever been a practicing Catholic or had any affinity for
the Pope.

His will, however, was precise. He left everything to
the “Buddhist Church.”

After finding the will, the San Diego County
Deputy Public Administrator did a Google search for
“Buddhist Church” and one of the hits, among others,
was the Buddhist Churches of America, so he contacted
BCA.

At the time, I was serving as BCA President-Elect
and visiting the New York Buddhist Church. I read
the legal papers and the Bloomquist will, and felt we

case I had presented; the BCA Executive Committee
offered unflagging support; the BCA National Boards
of 2016, 2017, 2018, and 2019 unanimously and cou-
rageously supported our cause.

Others in BCA contributed to this effort. Ken
Tanimoto, BCA President at the time, urged me to
take over this project and pursue the case. Rich Endo,
Chair of the IBS Board of Trustees, was an uncondi-
tional supporter. I formed a tiny committee consisting
of myself and Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto who, in a
previous life, long ago, briefly practiced law. Together,
we mounted a persuasive argument about the history of

“If not for Leonard, my likeable Weimaraner friend whose long tail banged
loudly during each meeting of our law school class on wills and estates, I would

never have ... become reasonably adept at this arcane subject. My deepest

thanks to sweet Leonard.

»

had a case we could prove in court: that BCA is the
“Buddhist Church” mentioned in the will.

If not for Leonard, my likeable Weimaraner friend
whose long tail banged loudly during each meeting of
our law school class on wills and estates, I would never
have attended, let alone remembered, Dr. Simpson’s
lectures nor become reasonably adept at this arcane
subject. My deepest thanks to sweet Leonard.

There were some in the BCA who doubted we could
legally establish that the reference to the “Buddhist
Church” was to the BCA, but we persisted.

There were many people who were involved:
the Endowment Foundation board risked more than
$100,000 in legal fees based on their confidence in the

BCA, and why and how the word “church” became part
of BCA’s story going all the way back to 1904.

It took us more than three years to force a settle-
ment and have it approved by the San Diego County
Superior Court. In the end, we won the case.

Proceeds from the Bloomquist Estate resulted in the
distribution of more than $1 million to establish The
IBS Bloomquist Educational Funds and an endowment
of $125,000 for urgent Buddhist education needs of
our temples. These funds will focus on spreading the
teachings of the historical Buddha as requested in
Richard Bloomquist’s will.

File this legal case under Namo Amida Butsu... or
Thank You, Leonard.

2020 Temple Leadership Workshop
Cultivating Dharma-Centered Leadership

January 31 - February 2, 2020

Jodo Shinshu Center
2140 Durant Ave. Berkeley, CA

How does a strong Buddhist education program
ensure the temple’s well-being?

+ Interactive dharma sessions on Jodo Shinshu
basics & BCA history

+ Presentations on communications, technology,
outreach & more

+ Share successes/challenges, and ways to help each other

TEMPLES ARE INVITED TO SEND ONE TO TWO
BOARD MEMBERS OR TEMPLE LEADERS
OPEN TO ALL BCA TEMPLES, CHURCHES,AND SANGHAS

REGISTRATION: 75
Due by: January 17, 2020

Rooms at JSC

Please contact JSC Facility g
Miles Hamada at mhamada@bcahg.org
or (510) 80g-1402

Register online from 12/8

Presented by BCA Center for Buddhist Education
2140 Durant Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94704
Contact: che@bcahqg.org or phone: (510) 809-1460

SYMPOSIUM

“Pravers for the World”

PRESENTERS:
How might the teachings and
Nfe-values af Jado Shinshi guide

us in the pursuit of world peace?

Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto
President, Institute of Buddhist Studies

“Living with Prayers for the Warld: As We
Take Amida Buddha's Vows As Our Own"
Three BCA ministers will share
important features of the lodo
Shinsh tradition that can help the
sincere aspirations of Shinran
Shénin to come true today.

Rev. Dr. Mutsumi Fujiwara Wondra
Rexident Minister, Grange County Buddnlst Chirch

"Shin Buddhist Thoughts on World Peace
in the Age of Buddhist Modernism "

Rev. Dr. Takashi Miyaji
Resident Ménister, Tacoma Buddhist Temple

FREE &
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

"How Shinjin Can Help Us Live in the
215t Century”

Thursday, February 20,2020 - 1-5pm
Hyatt Regency Lake Washington Hotel at Seattle’s Southport
1053 Lake Washington Blvd N - Renton, Washington

Presented

idhistchurchesofamerica.org Email: cbe@bcahq.org Ph: (510) 809-1460

Bloomquist
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offered two valuable insights:

It is “difficult to hear the
teachings” of the Buddha; now
we “hear” it.

1) We are able to encounter
the working of Amida Buddha,
“as if by chance.”

Difficult to hear

In the Preface to his magnum
opus, Shinran states,

“Rare is it to come upon the
sacred scriptures from the westward
land of India and the commen-
taries of the masters of China and
Japan, but now I have been able ro
encounter them. Rare is it to hear
them, but already I have been able
to hear.”

Many people, events and
things had to exist in the long
history of Buddhism for us to be
able to hear the Buddha’s teach-
ings.

Amida Buddha appeared as
Sikyamuni to reveal the work-
ing of the Primal Vow. Many
Buddhist masters transmitted
the Buddha’s teachings across
centuries, countries and cultures.
Countless people, known and un-
known, have heard the Dharma,
experienced its truth, practiced
the way, and decided to live or
spread the Dharma at the risk of
their lives. Without any of them,
we would not have been able to
hear the teachings of the Buddha
today.

In that sense, it is so rare that
we are able to hear the Dharma.
Yet, “now, we hear it.” Incredibly
— against all odds — we can hear
the Dharma, say and hear the
Nembutsu today in our temples
and in our hearts. How amazing!

“As if by chance”

In the same Preface, Shinran
also exclaims,

“Ab, hard to encounter, even in
many lifetimes, is the decisive cause
of birth, Amida’s universal Vow!

Hard to realize, even in myriads
of kalpas, is pure shinjin that is
true and real! If you should come
to realize this practice and shinjin,
rejoice at the conditions from the
distant past that have brought it
about.”

Shinran came to encounter
the working of Amida Buddha’s
Primal Vow and realize true nem-
butsu and shinjin. He described
that encounter in Japanese as
“mouau” and “tama-tama.” These
expressions describe an encounter
that was not planned and not his
doing. It took place almost acci-
dentally, “as if by chance.”

In other words, in Shinran’s
experience, true Dharma encoun-
tered him — as if it were coming
to him from the outside, from
the teachings of the Buddha and
the masters, through meeting his
true teachers and true Dharma
friends.

Our awareness of the work-
ing of the Vow is experienced as
coming from outside ourselves,
even as we look deeply within.
Even as we struggle to reach the
Buddha, we are somehow en-
countered by Infinite Light and
Life “in spite of ourselves.” In
gratitude for the Buddha’s benev-
olence, we are moved in response
to share this encounter with all.

Richard Bloomquist

BCA and IBS have received a
very rare and chance encounter
with the wish of Mr. Richard A.
Bloomquist. In his article, Pres-
ident Rick Stambul writes about
Mr. Bloomquist, and I urge you
to read his very compelling story.

Mr. Bloomquist left all of
his property to the “Buddhist
Church” in order that the teach-
ings of the Buddha might be
heard freely by individuals today.
His wish was not unlike those
of the Buddha, Shinran, all the
masters and the countless devout
Buddhist followers throughout
the centuries. Yet, BCA encoun-
tered Mr. Bloomquist’s wish
tama-tama, as if by chance.

Now, BCA has transmitted
to IBS both his gift and wish
to have the Buddha’s teachings
made widely available. The new
Bloomquist Educational Endow-
ment will enable IBS to carry out
his wishes through educational
programs and activities that will
make the teachings of the Buddha
and the study of those teachings
available to scholars and the pub-
lic throughout the world.

Rare is it to hear the teachings
of the Buddha, but now we are
able to hear!

Namoamidabutsu.

BYR & Friends Reunion Held

Thirteen YBA high
school students, from
Denver to Oxnard,
gathered for a BYR
(BCA Youth Retreat)

& Friends Reunion
event from Nov. 30

to Dec. 1 at the Jodo
Shinshu Center in
Berkeley. BYR youth
events are open to all
current high school YBA
participants. (Courtesy
of Koichi Mizushima)

——— -
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Florin Centennial
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center of social life for fami-
lies.

In 1942, when Japanese
Americans were incarcerated
in concentration camps, their
belongings were held in the
temple’s  Young  Buddhist
Association (YBA) Hall until
their return. Around 1945,
many families returned to the
Florin area and the temple
once again became a vibrant
gathering place, providing re-
ligious services and sponsoring
basketball and Florin athletic
baseball teams.

In 1975, Rev. Hoyu Ishida
held a groundbreaking cere-
mony for a new, larger temple
and the original temple on
Florin Road was closed.

On May 23, 1976, the
current Buddhist Church of
Florin was completed and a
dedication ceremony was held
with Rev. Ishida officiating.
The Florin Area Reunion
Committee also organized the
placement of a commemora-
tive boulder and plaque on
the newly landscaped garden
surrounding the temple.

The temple has under-
gone several modifications
since 1975. The YBA Hall
was renovated in 1983 and a
multi-purpose room was built
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The attendees at the Buddhist Church of Florin’s centennial on Sept. 21 gather for a group photo in front of the church.

(Courtesy of Douglas Blakkolb)

in 1986. A pergola was built
in 1988 and a quiet room lo-
cated in the rear of the hondo
was added in 1991.

Other projects included
the placement of a statue of
Shinran Shonin on the east
side of the temple, which was
donated by Florin Buddhist
Women’s Association, an Isle
of Trees completed by the LO-
TUS Club located on the west
side of the temple, and new
onaijin cabinets sponsored
by the Young Adult Buddhist
Association.

To commemorate the
100th anniversary, personal-
ized brick pavers and bench
plaques were added to the
temple entry walkway and
the courtyard and the Heisei

Garden was spruced up by the
LOTUS Club.

Mr. Shig Okimura, a long-
time temple member, was
instrumental in burying a cop-
per time capsule at the base of
the boulder on Oct. 10, 1982.
Mr. Okimura’s son, Mr. Lloyd
Okimura, was given the honor
of opening the time capsule at
a ceremony held on July 20,
2019. The contents of the
time capsule displayed at the
anniversary celebration in-
cluded letters, newspaper clip-
pings, photographs, and other
memorabilia. In keeping with
this tradition, attendees of the
100th anniversary celebration
were encouraged to write
messages to be included in the
next time capsule opening in

25 years.

Included in the 100th
anniversary celebration was
the Kieshiki Affirmation Cer-
emony, which was conducted
by Bishop Umezu. Seven par-
ticipants of all ages received
their Buddhist names as they
endeavored to live a life of the
Nembutsu teachings.

Rev. Shibata had the plea-
sure of communicating with
each participant or their fam-
ily members to inquire what
this ceremony and receiving a
Buddhist name means to them.
While learning more about
each participant and with
the assistance of Rev. Marvin
Harada, Rev. Shibata was able
to select a Buddhist name for
the participants, which was

granted by Bishop Umezu in
the family-filled hondo.

The daylong activities
featured a reception that in-
cluded appetizers and drinks
prepared by the BWA, histor-
ical displays, and digital video
recordings of Florin members
enjoying various functions
over the years.

Rounding off celebration,
a banquet with nearly 300 in
attendance was held in the
beautifully transformed YBA
Hall. Mr. Tom Nakashima,
a descendant of one of the
founding families of Florin,
was the master of ceremonies.

Among the dignitaries
were BCA DPresident Richard
Stambul, Sacramento County
Supervisor Don Nottoli and
U.S. Rep. Doris Matsui’s
representative, Gabriela Her-
rera. Rev. Hoyu Ishida, who
dedicated the existing church
in 1976, was the keynote
speaker.

In keeping with the theme,
“Honoring Our Past, Cele-
brating Our Future,” the event
was dedicated to the keiro, or
honored elders, acknowledg-
ing their dedication and sacri-
fice that made it possible for
current and future generations
to live successful lives in the
community.

This article was edited by
Rev. Candice Shibata.

Rev. Miyaji

Continued from Page 2

The mother in this story teaches her child the
most important lesson in life — the life of grati-
tude in awakening to truth.

The child learns that the form of gassho is none
other than the humble awakening to this greater
reality, the world of Amida Buddha’s Great Com-
passion. The reality of Great Compassion accepts
us as we are, despite our imperfections. I feel great
comfort when I hear this story because I know
that the child will be OK. The child will never be
alone. In gassho, one will always be embraced in
warmth, which we call Great Compassion. This
means that when I am in gassho, I too am never
alone in this world.

In knowing that she could not physically em-
brace her child, the mother relies on Amida Bud-
dha’s Compassion to inform the child that she will
be OK because the child is now connected to true
reality. We call this in Japanese “omakasesuru,”
or entrusting in Amida Buddha. Likewise, each
and every one of us has our respective Nembutsu
role models who teach us this truch, as well. They
tell us that true reality speaks to us and that we
are embraced just as we are in Amida Buddha’s
Compassion.

When we are in gassho and hear with our
hearts, that warm feeling we get is Amida Buddha
speaking to us. That clench we get in our hearts
when we feel connected to a greater reality that
is beyond our egocentric selves, that is Amida
Buddha making itself known to us. Finally, when
we can cry in joy because we know that we will
be OK, and bow in the posture of genuine gassho
because we realize just how much we are being
guided and cared for by the world around us,
that is our connection to Amida’s world of Great
Compassion.

Absolute truth is speaking to us and it reveals

Rev. Quon

Continued from Page 2

How often must we remind
ourselves of this? It feels like
each year we mentally want to
start anew, but it sometimes also
pushes us into worldly habits like
wanting to do good to be happy
rather than doing good because
of the great and wonderful gifts
you already have.

For some, it is even every
day that we go back to wanting
material items, control things
that are out of our control, or
have power over the things that
give us none. For example, we
want to share something like a

film and expect it to be loved or
appreciated equally.

To be a follower of Amida,
we constantly need to be mindful
of our egocentric heart. With
this realization, we can release
the things in our lives that stop
us from really enjoying it. “You
Must Unlearn What You Have
Learned.”

Then you begin to understand
the most difficult of difficulties
is relying on Amida’s path of
Nembutsu. Then say again, “You
Must Unlearn What You Have
Learned” followed by “Namo
Amida Butsu, I reflect, I return
to, I contemplate, I think upon, I
even take refuge in the Buddha of
Infinite Light and Immeasurable

Life.”

We are born into this world
of material possessions and hu-
man perspectives, and in this life
that we are all living we can only
control our own minds. Yoda’s
words are not religious, but they
help open the doorway to change
— “You Must Unlearn What You
Have Learned.”

It then takes time, but through
the sharing of life’s experiences,
the power of the Primal Vow,
and the spontancous utterance
of Namo Amida Butsu you will
never be the same.

I wish you a warm and Happy
New Year! May this year 2020
continue to bring you peace
through Amida’s shining light.

First Texas Outreach Service Attracts 30 Attendees

A CBE-sponsored Outreach Service was
held Oct. 30 at the home of Kevin and Carol
Hayata, formerly of the Orange County Bud-
dhist Church, in McKinney, Texas.

Many individuals from churches and
temples in Southern California have moved
to that part of Texas because of their work,
especially for those who work for Toyota,
who moved its corporate headquarters to

nearby Plano, Texas.

Rev. Marvin Harada conducted the ser-
vice with about 30 attendees, formerly from
temples including Gardena, West Los Ange-
les, Los Angeles Betsuin, Senshin, Venice,

Zenshuji, and Orange County.

There were also several non-Buddhists
who were there to learn as well. Thanks to a

itself to us. We do not grasp truth; truth grasps us.
This is done through the Nembutsu, Namo Amida
Butsu. When we truly listen and hear this teaching
with our whole being, we awaken to a greater real-
ity of Great Compassion. So let us put our hands
together in gassho in humble graticude and listen
with our hearts to Amida Buddha’s calling voice.

generous donation for the Texas Outreach by
Glenn and Michiko Inanaga, of the Orange
County Buddhist Church, future gatherings
are being planned.

All of the attendees were so appreciative to
be able to hold a service, listen to a Dharma
message and to meet each other.

A CBE-sponsored Outreach Service was held Oct. 30 at the home

of Kevin and Carol Hayata, formerly of the Orange County Buddhist
Church, in McKinney, Texas. Sangha members from churches and
temples in Southern California have moved to Texas because of
work, especially employees of Toyota, which moved its corporate
headquarters to nearby Plano, Texas. Rev. Marvin Harada conducted
the service with about 30 attendees. More outreach services are
planned in the future. (Courtesy of Rev. Marvin Harada)
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