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Fire Damages IOBT Basement; Hondo, Onaijin Are Spared

Faulty Electrical Outlet
Is the Apparent Cause

By Jon Kawamoto
Wheel of Dharma Editor

A fire on July 8 caused extensive
damage to the basement of the Ida-
ho-Oregon Buddhist Temple — but
didn’t postpone plans two days later
for what turned out to be a moving

and memorable Obon service.

The apparent cause was a faulty
electrical outlet, according to IOBT
Co-President Mike Iseri.

“My first thoughts were being
thankful that outward appearances
showed the fire started in the base-
ment and not upstairs,” Iseri said. “I
did have a fear for the Nokotsudo,
but it is at the opposite end of the
building.”

Continued on Page 10

Temple, shown at above right. The Hondo and Onaijin, shown above left, and Nokotsudo suffered smoke
damage, but were otherwise spared. (Courtesy of Mike Iseri)

At right, Buddhist Temple of San
Diego’s Rev. Laverne Imori is joined
by Marie Galvez and Norman Kiyono
in chanting “Juseige” in front of the
Ireihai monument at the Riverview
Cemetery in Brawley. Above is one
of the many graves of young children
at the Mountain View Cemetery in
Calexico. (Courtesy of Ralph Honda)

BTSD Resumes Cemetery Visits to Imperial Valley

Brawley, Calexico, El Centro Have Deep Ties With Nikkei Community, Buddhism

By Ralph Honda
Buddhist Temple of San Diego

Remembering the lives of individu-
als — whether known or unknown —
through memorial services is part of a
dedicated practice in the Jodo Shinshu
Buddhist tradition.

The Buddhist Temple of San Diego
members traveled to the Imperial Valley
to conduct cemetery services May 28
after a two-year interruption because of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Located in the southwest region
of the United States, the valley is
productive in agriculture and has a sto-
ried history of Japanese and Buddhist
influences.

Early in the 20 century, Jodo Shin-
shu churches served the communities of
El Centro and Brawley. At the end of
World War II, many Buddhist families
did not return to the desert region,
leading to the closure of both churches.

With the valley in close proximity
to the West Coast, the San Diego tem-
ple has built a strong connection to this
region. For over 60 years, ministers and

; : i
A memorial bench honors the lives of Japanese
immigrants and Japanese Americans who
lived in the farming communities of Brawley,
Westmorland and Niland. (Courtesy of Ralph
Honda)

lay leaders from San Diego have trav-
eled to the valley annually to conduct
cemetery services.

This past May, the 110-mile pil-
grimage took a group of four members
to pay homage at the Mountain View
Cemetery in Calexico, Evergreen
Cemetery in El Centro and Riverview
Cemetery in Brawley.

All three cities and the surrounding
agricultural farming communities were
at one time vibrant with many Japanese
and Japanese American families living

in the region.

First visit: Calexico

Located four miles north of the
U.S.-Mexico border, in the city of
Calexico, the first visit was at the
Mountain View Cemetery.

A total of 14 graves of loved ones
of Japanese ancestry are located in the
older section of the cemetery. The
landscaping is no longer maintained.
Dirt surrounds each grave. There are no
flowers and large red ants can be seen
crawling on the gravestones.

Ten of the graves are children ages
2 and under with the youngest, Daniel
Kita, who lived only 15 days. Most of
the people buried at the cemetery died
in the 1920s and 1930s. Several grave-
stones are identified with the Buddhist
Swastika symbol. Some graves are
etched in Japanese.

“Calexico is a very lonely cemetery,”
Fumiko Ohara, a longtime member of
the Buddhist Temple of San Diego,
recalled recently.

“l had been accompanying the
minister from San Diego to the Impe-

Continued on Page 4

SD Conference
Draws Over 230

‘Peace, Harmony, Co-Existence

Today’ Theme of Hybrid Event

By Rick Oishi
Orange County Buddhist Church

The hybrid 2022 Southern District
Buddhist Conference, hosted June 25 by
Orange County Buddhist Church, drew
more than 230 participants and marked
a memorable and joyous return to the
temple.

What's significant about the event
is that about 150 individuals gathered
in person in the OCBC Hondo to hear
former Bishop Rev. Kodo Umezu. The
conference began with a Bishop memori-
al service recognizing the past 14 Bishops

Continued on Page 10

DONOR APPRECIATION ISSUE

With Gratitude

By Michiko Inanaga
BCA Endowment Foundation

Director of Development

Through our Bud-
dhist  teachings, we
learn that we live to-
gether in community.

This  rings  re-
soundingly true at the
Buddhist Churches of
America. Through our
collective strength,
each of us individually in common pur-
pose, we share the Dharma.

Today, we print our annual Donor
Appreciation Issue beginning on Page 5,
recognizing your yearlong efforts.

In addition, we update you on our
largest effort — the Dharma Forward
campaign. We invite you to read the
articles inside that share our structure,
progress, and support.

We truly appreciate the journey to-
gether.
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By Rev. Marvin Harada
Bishop of the BCA

I was recently introduced
to a most amazing video about
the Dalai Lama and Anglican
Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
the anti-apartheid and human
rights activist of South Africa.

This video showed the
friendship of the two of them,
and featured some wonderful
conversations and dialogue.
Their friendship was both
humorous and touching. They
playfully kidded and joked
with each other like little kids.

One of the highlights of the
video to me was when Tutu
asked a question to the Dalai
Lama, saying, to paraphrase,
“You had to escape from your
country and your country was
taken over. Monasteries were
destroyed and many people
were killed by the Chinese
military. Why are you not
morose?”

First, the Dalai Lama asked
his translator what the word
“morose” meant. He was told
that it meant “sad.”

The Dalai Lama said that
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Changing Our Perspective

he was sad, of course, but that
in Buddhism, we have to shift
our perspective. He said that
because he was exiled, he has
been given this opportunity
to share the Dharma with the
world in a way that he never
could have if he had stayed in
Tibet as the Dalai Lama.
Instead of just staying
angry, bitter, and morose over
his situation, he shifted his
perspective, to see the positive
side of his situation, and how

this awful situation.”  Isn’t
that how we react to negative
situations in our life? Don’t
we flounder, even choosing to
stay in such a state of anger
and bitterness rather than
finding something positive
about the situation?

Shinran Shonin was just
like the Dalai Lama. Shinran
Shonin became a follower of
Honen Shonin. The estab-
lished Buddhism of their time
was threatened by Honen’s

What a wonderful teaching it is that Buddhism

gives us. Just shift your perspective. Look at the

situation of your life, no matter how terrible, no
matter how awful, no matter how bleak, and see it

from a different perspective.

much he has loved being able
to share the Dharma with the
world.

Only the Dalai Lama can
say something like that with-
out any sense of bitterness or
anger. How wonderful to be
able to shift one’s perspective
in that manner.

Most of us cannot shift
our perspective like that. We
stay in our state of bitterness
and anger. We say things like:
“Why did that terrible thing
have to happen to me?” “I
didn’t do anything to deserve

popularity as a Buddhist
teacher that was reaching many
people. Honen and Shinran
were both banished from the
city of Kyoto. Shinran Shonin
was sent to the harsh area of
Echigo, which is present day
Niigata, on the Japan sea side
of Japan. The winters are ter-
ribly harsh there.

But after being banished to
Echigo, Shinran Shonin simply
said, “Now I have the oppor-
tunity to share the Dharma, to
share the Nembutsu with the
people of Echigo.”

Just like the Dalai Lama,
he was not morose. He was
not bitter. He was not angry.
He shifted his perspective, and
saw the wonderful opportuni-
ty that he had been given.

I would have a hard time
being that positive about such
a banishment. If a previous
Bishop had asked me to move
to somewhere like Alaska to
start a new temple there, I
would have said, “Why me?
Why do I have to go to Alaska?
I can’t golf there and it is so
far from Las Vegas.”

I would have been morose
and angry. But not Shinran
Shonin, and not the Dalai
Lama.

What a wonderful teaching
it is that Buddhism gives us.
Just shift your perspective.
Look at the situation of your
life, no matter how terrible,
no matter how awful, no mat-
ter how bleak, and see it from
a different perspective. Isn’t
there something positive to
see from that new perspective?
Isn’t there something mean-
ingful in that new perspective?

Listening to and watching
that wonderful video and dia-
logue between the Dalai Lama
and Desmond Tutu gives me
a great teaching about the
simplicity but yet profundity
of Buddhism. May we all learn
to shift our perspective to find
the most positive and mean-
ingful view of our life.

O Serene, O Free, Namu Amitabhah —
Responding to the Poet Rabindranath Tagore

By Rinban Rev. Kakei Nakagawa
Fresno Betsuin Buddhist Temple

On that hot summer day,
under a blinding flash, which
surpassed the brightness of the
sun, we human beings entered
into a new era against our will
on Aug. 6, 1945.

We human beings, homo
sapiens, throughout the ages,
have been living our lives
merely foreboding death as
individuals. But since “that”
day. we must recognize a fore-
boding of the biological death
of the entire race.

Our Truth-Self came into
view in a split second for the
first time. But at the present
time, we still don’t recognize
our deadly foolishness that
may cause the total downfall
of all species on the planet
earth itself.

O Serene, O Free, Sak-

ya-muni Buddha

It has been 77 years since
these double tragedies of
Hiroshima, on August 6, and
Nagasaki, on August 9, but
people do not seem to realize
the true impact of it yet.

Pathetic, indeed, is that

which survived the hell under
the atomic bomb, was moved
from Hiroshima and was
planted in the soil of Central
California, next to the new
Hondo of the Fresno Betsuin.

The souls of our unforgotten
Nisei children of Central Cal-

of world peace.

Touch them with thy right
hand now, bring harmony into
our life, and bring the rhythm
of eternal hope by all means.

Namomitabhah

Our actions are our only
true belongings.

It has been 77 years since these double tragedies of Hiroshima, on August 6,
and Nagasaki, on August 9, but people do not seem to realize

the true impact of it yet.

we still hold a large number
of nuclear weapons that can
never coexist with the global
environment.

Only the greed that is
based on blind feelings due to
fear of death has burst forth to
become a gigantic monster as
such. And currently the entire
world is still uneasy under the
persistent activities of the
artificially created mutated
virus COVID-19 and the next
upcoming worse event.

O Serene, O Free, the
Eternal Buddha.

In thine immeasurable
mercy and goodness, wipe
away all dark stains from the
heart of this earth.

This year, the seedlings
divided by the camphor tree,

ifornia, who had to die young
in their loneliness 77 years ago
in Hiroshima, have returned
to their hometown as a symbol

We cannot escape the con-
sequences of our actions.

Our actions are the ground
on which we stand.

Corrections

In the July Wheel of Dharma front page article about
the Kyoshi Kyoshu certification, several BCA officials
were omitted. CBE Director Rev. Jerry Hirano will be one
of the main teachers in the training, Rev. Harry Bridge
will be one of the chanting instructors and Immediate
Past President Rick Stambul will be teaching about BCA

bylaws.

In addition, in a July article about IBS application dead-
lines, it incorrectly stated that students without degrees
had until two weeks before the semester began to apply. It
should have referred to them as non-degree students.
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[PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE |
Grateful to BCA Members Who Work on Vital Committees

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Terri Omori
BCA President

While writing this article, it
is Obon season. Many temples
are safely organizing a modified
in-person Obon event. I hope
all goes well for a successful and
memorable Gathering of Joy.
Obon is a time to remember all
those who have passed before
us with gratitude.

As 1 dance Bon Odori, 1

think about my loved ones and
their sacrifices, as well as all
those who allow me to receive
the Dharma with deepest grati-
tude in my heart. I'm sure you
also have the same sentiments.

I am also grateful to all
those who currently help
make BCA exist. As an orga-
nization, BCA has a support
system for its operations, our
ministry, Buddhist education,
and programs for temples and
members. The support includes
several committees led by lay
leaders and ministerial advisers
with many BCA member vol-
unteers. Each committee is an
important component to the
BCA. In the coming months, I
would like to introduce you to
these committees.

Here are the first two
committees I would like to
introduce.

Bylaws/Legal Committee:
Chairperson Glenn Inanaga

Ministerial Advisers: Rev.
Gregory Gibbs and Rev. Dean
Koyama

The responsibility of the
Bylaws/Legal Committee is to
maintain the governance and
organizational documents of
the BCA. The committee advis-
es the National Board (elected
leaders and District representa-
tives) with recommendations to
the National Council (temple
and ministerial representatives)
with appropriate language for
any proposed amendments to
the BCA Bylaws as well as its
impact and implications. The
committee also assists with any
legal matters and questions
that comes before the national

organization.

Communications Com-
mittee: Chairperson Judy
Kono

Ministerial Advisers: Rev.
Harry Bridge, Rev. Kiyonobu
Kuwahara and Rev. Jon Turn-

er.

The success of any orga-
nization is communications.
The purpose of the Commu-
nications Committee is to
support the Mission Statement
of the BCA, “To Promote the
Buddha, Dharma and Sangha
as well as Propagate the Jodo
Shinshu teachings.”

This committee develops,
maintains and enhances ap-
propriate communication tools
such as the BCA website, the
Wheel of Dharma, BCA Con-
nect and Social Media plat-
forms with the intent for the
Buddha-Dharma to be easily
disseminated to BCA members
as well as the general public.

The committee also deter-
mines the general publication
and editorial policies for the
BCA website, Wheel of Dhar-
ma, BCA Updates and other
communication tools.

The Communications

Committee has a subcommit-
tee, Technology Outreach Sub-
committee (TOSC) co-chaired
by Brad Ito and John Mullins.
This subcommittee supports
the BCA organization and its
temples.

As we all know, commu-
nications must change and
develop along with technolog-
ical advancement. Having a
welcoming and accessible web-
site, the proper messaging and
learning how to use the various
social media platforms will help
us with effective outreach. This
committee has held webinars to
help the temples in these areas.

We are fortunate to have
BCA members volunteer their
time in sharing their expertise.
I am proud to introduce you to
them as they keep our organi-
zation active and the Dharma
alive. There are many more
committees I will be sharing
with you in upcoming issues.

Two Outstanding BCA Youth

Receive Nitta Scholarship Awards
Shanti Takata of LA Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple Spotlighted

Editor’s note: This year, the FDSTL awarded the Nitta scholarship to two outstanding young
Buddbists: Shanti Takata of the Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple and Zora Uye-
da-Hale of the Berkeley Buddhist Temple. This is a profile of Shanti Takaka; next month, the Wheel
of Dharma will feature Zora Uyeda-Hale.

By Darlene Bagshaw
FDSTL Nitta Scholarship
Chairperson

The Federation of Dharma
School Teachers’ League first
awarded the Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Nitta scholarship in 1966. The
Nittas set out to award and
recognize our outstanding
Buddhist youth by establishing
a scholarship.

This year, we are fortunate
to honor two very deserving
BCA youths: Ms. Shanti Taka-
ta of the Los Angeles Hompa
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple,
and Ms. Zora Uyeda-Hale of
the Berkeley Buddhist Temple.
This month we will feature
Ms. Shanti Takata.

Shanti Takata is the daugh-
ter of Rev. Koho and Yuka
Takata, and the sister of Kaylee
Takata. Rev. Koho Takata is
the Resident Minister of the
West Los Angeles Buddhist
Temple and Kyokucho of the
Southern District Ministers’
Association.

Shanti Takata has not only
achieved high academic stan-
dards through her qualification
for the California Scholarship
Federation for all four years in
high school and the National
Honor Society as a senior, but
also contributes to her temple
and community.

She is currently serving
as the Jr. YBA President and
boasts 17 years of perfect
attendance in Dharma School.

Shanti Takata

She is an accomplished varsity
track and field competitor and
served as editor of her school’s
yearbook. She also volunteers
with the Nisei Week Founda-
tion as well as Kizuna in Los
Angeles’ Little Tokyo, sharing
Japanese American culture
with the children.

During the course of her
life, she has moved from Ha-
wali to Arizona to Los Angeles
and West Los Angeles. Shanti’s
experience with different com-
munities has augmented her
realization of how the basic
Buddhist teachings are inter-
twined with the hate, violence
and intolerance we hear about
so often on the news. She has
learned to focus on minimizing
the ego and think of others to
avoid tragedy.

“As 1 look around the
world today, I see the various
tragedies caused by our three
poisons: greed, anger and

ignorance,” she said. “If it is
convenient for us to accept,
we pursue our desires. If it is
inconvenient for us to accept,
we express our dissatisfaction.
Our behaviors, words, and
thoughts, originate in our
three poisons and are capable
of doing anything, including
harming others when specific
causes and conditions emerge
within us. Thus, our minds are
the dangerous weapons that
lead us to repeat tragedies in
our family, society or world,
no matter how minor or great
they are, such as war, hate
crime, racial prejudice and so
on.

“True hatred does not cease
at any point in time,” she
continued. “True love is suf-
focated by hatred. Anger only
produces more anger. Revenge
can only be overcome by aban-
doning revenge. We should
remember that under the law
of Dharma, everyone deserves
to be valued and treated equal-
ly. All beings are the same and
equal in Buddha’s Enlightened
eyes.

“When I lived in Arizona,
I was surrounded by many red
rocks, which are wonderful
representation of peace. De-
spite decades of degradation,
human interference, weather
conditions and dust storms,
rocks can endure the elements.
A rock cannot harm anyone or
anything on its own. A rock

Continued on Page 4

76" Annual Buddhist Church of Sacramento

Drive-Thru Bazaar
Sunday, September 18"

MERCHANDISE AND FOOD AVAILABLE FOR PREORDER 7/1 ON BUDDHISTCHURCH.ORG
FOOD ORDERS CLOSE 9/4 | MERCHANDISE ORDERS CLOSE 9/23
Sacramento Bazaar Offers

Foods, Merchandise
Ready to Order Online

By Brian Hatano
Buddhist Church of Sacramento

Due to continued challenges
with COVID and its variants,
the Buddhist Church of Sacra-
mento’s 76th Annual Food and
Cultural Bazaar will be staged
in yet another unprecedented
manner.

This year, rather than cele-
brating the bazaar in person as it
was done in its first 73 years, or
virtually in the past two years as
a telethon, the temple is offer-
ing a selection of favorite bazaar

foods and bazaar merchandise.

Items are available online for
preorder, with pickup at a later
date. Please visit the church
website  (buddhistchurch.org/
bazaar-2022) to view all food
and merchandise items and to
place your order.

All foods are sold online
only while quantities last.

e Teriyaki Chicken (boneless
thighs) Bento Box: $20

* Karaage Chicken: $10

* Vegetable Chow Mein:
$10

Continued on Page 4
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Imperial Valley

Continued from Page 1

rial Valley for many years,” said
Ohara, who was born in Brawley
and moved to San Diego after
World War II.

A portable altar was set up
in front of one of the graves and
Rev. Laverne Imori, a Tokudo
Minister’s Assistant, chanted
“Juseige.” As a reflection in
memory of the deceased, temple
member Norman Kiyono read
Rennyo Shonin’s letter “White
Ashes.” A flower was placed on
each of the graves.

17 El Centro graves

The second visitation was
at Evergreen Cemetery in El
Centro.

Nestled under the shade of
palm trees and pines, 17 graves
are located in the cemetery’s
older section. Many of the
Japanese who are buried in this
area were born in the 1870s and
lived to the mid-1930s.

The service included chant-
ing “Juseige” and singing of the
“Ondokusan.”

““Ondokusan’” is  about
gratitude,” Rev. Imori said.
“Although  we never knew

who these people were, we are
grateful for the lives of those
individuals who came before
us, establishing a new life for
themselves and their families
and setting an example for why
we are here today.”

The group then visited the
center of the cemetery where
the majority of the Japanese are
buried.

The O Butsudan was set up

in front of the Nimura family
grave.

The Nimuras were agricul-
tural farmers in nearby Holtville
and hosted the minister and
friends from San Diego to
meals and rest while visiting.
Saburo Nimura, the last sur-
viving brother of the family,
and frequent participant at the
El Centro cemetery gatherings,
passed away in 2021. It was only
appropriate that his memory was
honored in front of the family’s
grave.

During the visit, the San
Diego group met George Ko-
dama of Holtville, and his wife,
who were placing flowers on
the graves of relatives. Several
minutes later, George’s cousins
arrived, along with his 99-year-
old aunt, Grace Kodama.

“I come here every year to re-
member my husband and family
members,” the matriarch of the
Kodama clan said.

Sitting in a chair and being
shaded from the bright sun,
Grace Kodama shared fond
memories of her younger days
and her connections with family
and friends in the valley and San
Diego.

“My family was Buddhist,
but when I was 8 years old, my
friend took me to the Japanese
Christian Church,” she said. “I
enjoyed it because many of my
friends were there. I have been
Christian ever since, but I feel
it does not matter what religion
you are. We are Japanese and are
grateful for each other.

“Having grown up in the
Imperial Valley, our family was
sent to Poston Camp I in Arizo-

na during the war. I remember
the San Diego people being
in Camp III,” Grace Kodama
recalled.

Brawley cemetery

The group arrived at the
Riverview Cemetery in Brawley,
approximately a 15-mile drive
north of El Centro. The ther-
mometer was inching close to 95
degrees in the early afternoon.
The air was dry, and the wind
was beginning to pick up.

Upon arriving at the ceme-
tery, the O Butsudan was set up
in front of the “Ireihai,” or Bud-
dhist memorial in the Japanese
section of the cemetery.

“I got very emotional on my
visit (yesterday) to the cemeter-
ies,” Marie Galvez, a frequent
visitor to the San Diego temple,
said. “I realize that I don’t have
any family or relatives in this
country that I can show my
respect like we did yesterday on
our visits.”

A frequent attendee of the
annual Brawley gathering is Tim
Asamen of Westmorland.

Asamen, who is inspirational
in maintaining the Buddhist and
Japanese history in the Imperial
Valley, was not able to attend
this year’s gathering. Asamen
also serves as a volunteer archi-

“I come here (Evergreen Cemetery in El Centro) to
remember my husband and family members.”

— Grace Kodama

The Ireihai was dedicated by
families of the Brawley Buddhist
Church in March 1960. An
inscription on the monument
is written in kanji with the
Buddhist phrase “Ku E Issho,”
which means “To meet together
in the Pure Land.”

The cemetery is the final
resting place for many Nikkei
who lived in the communities
of Brawley, Westmorland and
Niland. Close to the Ireihai, a
bench was installed in 2013 to
honor the Issei pioneers of the
three communities.

Following  the chanting
of the “Juseige,” recitation of
“White Ashes” and O Shoko,
the remaining flowers were
placed on many of the graves.

vist and docent for the Japanese
American Gallery located at
the Imperial County Historical
Society’s Pioneer Museum in
the town of Imperial.

SD, El Centro ties

Established in January 1924,
the El Centro Buddhist Church
was home to many Buddhists
in the El Centro, Holtville and
Calexico communities.  The
Brawley =~ Buddhist ~ Church
opened in July 1927, serving
the communities of Brawley,
Westmorland and Niland.

The Buddhist Temple of San
Diego and El Centro Buddhist
Church have a close, historical
relationship.

In 1943, when the San Diego
temple closed its doors during

World War 11, a fire destroyed
the Hondo and Onaijin, located
on the second floor. When the
war ended in 1945, the El Cen-
tro Buddhist Church decided to
cease operation because many of
its Sangha members had relocat-
ed to other parts of the country.

The ElI Centro church decid-
ed to donate its center altar to
San Diego, which replaced the
one that was destroyed in the
fire. Today, the center Onaijin,
which was refurbished in 2008,
is a reminder of the close rela-
tionship between San Diego, El
Centro and the Imperial Valley.

Ministers and representatives
from the San Diego temple have
made visitations to the cemeter-
ies in the valley twice a year for
Memorial Day and O Bon.

Ohara reflected on
visitations.

“During (Rev. Giko) Ya-
mamoto Sensei’s time, O Bon
services were held during the
day at the gravesites,” Ohara
said. “A service was held at a
family’s home in the evening
because many Issei were living
in the valley.”

The Memorial Day weekend
and O Bon cemetery visitations
continued into the 1960s and
through the early 2000s. As
participation declined and the
summer heat became unbear-
able, the O Bon service in July
was discontinued.

Honoring the memory of
Buddhists and Japanese who
lived and thrived in the Impe-
rial Valley, continue to resonate
each year rich with respect,
appreciation and deep gratitude.

Gassho.

such

Scholarships

Continued from Page 3

is peaceful when it is alone,
snuggled in the earth, and im-
mobile in a meditative state. A
rock is an ideal representation
of peace since it can with-
stand years of abuse without
retaliating with violence.

“I believe that Jodo Shin-
shu is the path that enables
us to reduce our self-centered
lifestyle by hearing the Teach-
ings of Amida Buddha. The
Buddha made the Primal Vow

to save those who repeatedly
make the same mistakes and
carry the three poisons. Lis-
tening to the Buddha-Dhar-
ma will guide us to strive for
peace in our homes, temples,

communities, countries and
the world.”
We congratulate Shanti

Takata and wish her the best
as she continues her educa-
tion at San Francisco State
University where she will be-
gin her studies in kinesiology
to further serve others as a
physical therapist in the field
of sports.

Sacramento

Continued from Page 3

e Udon: $10

e Spam Musubi: $3.50

The deadline for ordering
food items is Sunday, Sept. 4.
When making your purchase,
select an available time frame
for pickup on Sunday, Sept.
18 at the Buddhist Church of

Sacramento at 2401 Riverside

Blvd.

Commemorative bazaar
merchandise with this year’s
logo includes aprons, insu-

lated reusable grocery bags,

and women, men, and youth
T-shirts. The deadline for
ordering merchandise is Friday,
Sept. 23. You will be informed
of the drive-thru pickup date
and time for the merchandise
once we have a delivery date
from the printer.

Monetary  donations  of
any amount to support their
important annual fundraiser are
greatly appreciated. Proceeds
help support their annual oper-
ating and staffing expenses, as
well as fund the many cultural,
educational and religious pro-
grams offered to its members
and the community.

‘Dial the Dharma’
for Enlightening Messages
800-817-7918

Press 1 for English, Press 2 for Japanese

Save the Date

The CBE Living the Dharma Committee
is hosting the final seminar in the Three
Poisons series — “Finding the Antidote to
Ignorance” will be held online from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 29.

Guest speakers will be:

* Rev. Blayne Higa of Kona Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple on “Ignorance from a Jodo

Shinshu Perspective.”

e Chenxing Han, author of “Be the Ref-
uge: Raising the Voices of Asian American
Buddhists” on "Buddhist Antidotes to Racial
Prejudices and Discrmination.”

DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know “Chidori Band Ondo,”
composed by bandleader Duane Takahashi
with lyrics by Reiko So about the Chidori
Band, describes the group’s indebtedness to

its community?
Chidori Band Ondo, written in 2001, was

one of the selected dances at the San Jose
Bon Odori in 2022.

The music is among

the recordings available on the BCA Obon

ing-of-joy

Gathering of Joy web page. https://www.
buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/obon-gather-

BCA

Buddhist Churches of America

BCA: Center For Buddhist Education Presents

WOMEN

in Jodo Shinshu ,

REVEREND DR. MUTSUMI WONDRA
AUG 20, 2022 @ 11am (PT)

MORE INFO & REGISTRATION:
https:/tinyurl.com/CBEWomen

— O0BON DANC
AUGUST 14,2022 @ 2PM (PT)

—

Premieres on CBE Youtube Channel:

https://tinyurl.com/CBETube
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DONOR APPRECIATION ISSUE

By Rev. Marvin Harada
Bishop of the BCA

Thanks to the generous
donations from all of you as
individuals and as organiza-
tions from our local churches
and temples, we have already

Thank You for Your Generous Donations

reached 40 percent of our
goal for the Dharma Forward
campaign.

This year, on top of the
ongoing pandemic, we faced
so many disturbing world
and national events, such
as the war in Ukraine, the
numerous mass shootings in
this country, the reversal of
the Roe v. Wade Supreme
Court decision, and most
recently, the assassination
of former Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe. What
is the world coming to, we
might think?

We do not have to feel
helpless. We do not have to
feel powerless that we cannot
do anything in light of dis-
turbing national and world
events. What we are doing
at all of our churches and
temples is the most import-
ant thing that we can do not
only for ourselves, but for
the greater society and the
world today.

The world today needs
the Dharma. The world
needs the teaching of inter-
connectedness that teaches
us that we cannot kill an-

other person because that is
like killing ourselves. The
world needs the teaching of
seeing our own greed, anger,
and ignorance, and finding
the path to transcending the
three poisons. The world
needs a teaching that relieves
us of our stress, our anxiety,
and gives us a sense of peace
and serenity.

This is what we are doing
at our churches and temples
and is what we are offering
to others to join us on the
path.

Your support of the BCA

provides the resources for
us to continue to share the
Dharma more effectively for
our own members and for
those waiting to encounter
the Buddha-Dharma. There
are many who are secking
and searching to find a spir-
itual teaching that resonates
with their hearts and minds,
that has not been satisfied by
other spiritual paths. May
we continue to work to share
the Dharma with others
as we come to listen to the
teachings and appreciate it
even for ourselves.

Repairs to the Bishop’s Parsonage in Belmont, California, have been completed, with both interior and exterior work, thanks to
the Dharma Forward donations. (Courtesy of Steven Terusaki)

Donations Are Making a Difference

By Steven Terusaki
BCA President-Elect
Buddhist Church of Oakland

Your Dharma Forward dona-
tions are making a difference for
BCA and IBS.

Dharma Forward began as
a resolution to fulfill a million
dollar need. The 2019 National
Council Meeting Resolution was
dedicated to five initiatives with
a contingency amount. Four of
these initiatives were facilities-re-
lated items with the fifth being
the required annual JSC loan
payment for 2020.

Through the efforts of many
dedicated volunteers and staff the
BCA is happy to provide the fol-
lowing updates to the resolution.

1. BCA Headquarters
elevator repair, estimated cost
$204,100, plus electrical. On bal-
ance, costs to modernize the ele-
vator were reasonable compared
to fixing broken parts for an old
elevator. This modernization
process will bring safety, securi-
ty, and convenience® to users.
Existing shaft and rails from the
1960s elevator will get 90 percent

to 95 percent new parts for com-
puterization and a new hydraulic
system — IN PROCESS.

2. JSC upper parking lot
leak repair, costs expended so
far, $32,500.

a.  Parking lot electrical
waterproofing — COMPLETE.

b.  Parking lot waterproof-
ing in conjunction with beautifi-
cation (after plant removal) and
building entrance transition (for
safety) — IN PROCESS.

3. 2019 Debt Service (JSC
loan payment), $134,000 —
COMPLETE.

4. Repairs to the Bishop’s
Parsonage, $114,682 — COM-
PLETE.

5. Grant to Central Cal-
ifornia District for livestream
pilot project, $25,000 — DIS-
BURSED.

* An additional stop for BCSF
Hondo level part of the elevator
plan with costs for the stop being
borne by BCSF.

The BCA Facilities staff and
the BCA Executive Committee
(EC) continue to be vigilant proj-
ect managers, addressing the root
issues of each project while new
problems continue to arise.

It is through their leadership
and dedication that the Bishop’s
Parsonage at 33 Waterloo Ct. in
Belmont, California, was able
to become a very marketable
executive home on the San Fran-
cisco Peninsula generating rental
income since 2021.

Dharma Forward dollars were
integral to providing capital to
address these upgrades while pro-
viding positive benefits to BCA,
including an additional income
stream.

Now that the resolution items
are addressed and in process
toward completion of each plan,
we are able to look forward to
allocation of the additional Dhar-
ma Forward dollars.

Through the four pillars of
the campaign, we will embrace
relevant programing and initia-
tives to bring education, outreach
and technology, ministerial and
facilities support to the forefront.

Thank you for your contin-
ued support toward protecting
our investments and having the
bravery to reimagine our future
as we continue to build toward
the future of Jodo Shinshu in

America.

Dharma Forward
Campaign Developing
Pathways for Future

By Michiko Inanaga
BCA Endowment Foundation
Director of Development

In addition to the original purpose of funding the
BCA and the IBS, the Dharma Forward Campaign cre-
ated the additional benefit of allowing BCA leadership
to focus and prioritize certain initiatives to fund and
advance the organization.

The 2019 National Council Meeting authorized the
Dharma Forward Campaign and initially designated the
first $1 million dollars raised to address vital needs at
the BCA. Beyond this initial designation, BCA and IBS
would fund priority items to advance their missions.
BCA leadership chose to create an allocation system and
leaders.

Guided by the BCA Executive Committee’s strategic

The Four Pillars of Su pport i B s g
in America as people seck a
Our future is bright if we are ready for the challenge. ~bettar woy to e na of-
centered, diisive culture.
Our temples offer Sanghe: 2
community,a shered experience
of the teachings, and a place to
call home as we listen to the
Dharrma together. The Institute
of Buddhist Studies (IBS) also
offers Sangha: a graduate school
community of engaged scholas,
practitioners, and Future

These communities exist
because of dedicated efforts
over many generstions to carry
| the Dharmma forward to us.In
Education gratitude for the Buddha's
wisdorm and compassion, now
and d e carry the Dharma foraard
vith entrusting hearts. Our
opportunity to grow is greater
than ever, and the pathway to a
bright future includes YOU!

Dharma Forword is our vision to

Programs

buid the future of Buddhism
in America, BCA and the
Institute of Buddhist Studies
propose a major investrment in
our future through these
programs and initiatives.

Dharn »

Forward

The “Four Pillars of Support” is a vital part of the Dharma Forward
Campaign and consists of: Education & Programs, Outreach &
Technology, Ministerial Support and Scholarships, and Facilities &
Operations.

vision and direction, new Pillar Coordinators are for-
ward thinking and subject matter experts charged with
overseeing the success of a “pillar” — four major areas
within the BCA critically necessary to the operation
and growth of the organization: Education & Programs,
Outreach & Technology, Ministerial Support and
Scholarships, Facilities & Operations.

Each pillar has several initiatives which are projects
designed to support and sustain each pillar.

Pillar Coordinators have a big job in weaving the
various goals of BCA committees, temple leaders and
fundraising projects to high level initiatives tied to ob-
jective metrics. The Dharma Forward Allocation Board
provides oversight for allocation of Dharma Forward
funds to the BCA. Similarly, IBS continues to employ

Continued on Page 9
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Thank You for Your Generous Offer]

Thank you for entrusting
us with your gifts of time and
financial support. With your
support, we can provide a
family and community-based
connection to the Buddha,
Dharma and Sangha for all.
The following list includes
offerings made by members
and friends of the Buddhist
Churches of America (BCA)
and the Institute of Buddhist
Studies (IBS) that were pro-
cessed by the BCA Endow-
ment Foundation between
July 1, 2021, and June 30,
2022. Donation levels reflect
cumulative amounts given
across different programs and
campaigns; please see notes for
further derails.

Continued on Page 7
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Donors

Continued from Page 7

Donation levels reflect
cumulative amounts directed
to the following programs
and campaigns received by the
BCA Endowment Foundation:

Dharma Forward (General,
BCA initiatives, IBS Chairs,
IBS Programs, Debt Relief),
Jodo Shinshu Center, Dana
Program, Center for Buddhist-
Education, Social Welfare
Fund, Zaidan, WABL Koromo
Fund, Music, Bishop’s Expan-
sion Fund, special programs
and requests or unrestricted
use.

Donors include individ-
uals, foundations,  trusts,
and bequests. Temples and
organizations may be found in
a separate, but similar, organi-
zation listing.

Gifts given directly to the
IBS for their giving programs
and gifts to BCA’s Student
Financial Assistance Program
are managed separately and are
not included in this list.

If you would like to receive
a record of a specific donation,
did not receive an acknowl-
edgement for a recent dona-
tion, would like names listed
differently, or have any other
questions, please contact the
BCA Endowment Foundation.
Our intention is to honor your
contribution, so we ask that
you kindly allow us to correct
any errors.

Contact the BCA Endow-
ment Foundation at 415-776-
5600 or donate@bcahq.org for
further assistance and review.
Corrections will be published
as soon as possible.

Generous Commitments to Dharma Forward

Pledge donors span multiple generations and rep-
resent a wide range of connections to the Dharma.

Making a pledge and aspiring to support the
Buddhist Churches of America and the Institute of
Buddhist Studies over time allows us to work togeth-
er in community towards the shared goal of ensuring

the future of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism in America.
We’d like to thank the following pledge partici-
pants to the Dharma Forward campaign.
We thank you for your generous commitment.
Donations made toward the fulfillment of pledges or
outright gifts are reflected in the BCA Endowment

Foundation Donor listing the year the gift was re-
ceived. Our intention is to honor your commitment.
We ask that you kindly allow us to correct any errors.
Please contact BCAEF at 415-776-5600 or donate@
becahq.org for further assistance, review or to make

a pledge.
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IBS Thanks Donors for Supporting Annual Giving Program

Every year in May, the Institute of
Buddhist Studies sends out a solicita-
tion for its Annual Giving Program,
and every year we receive many gener-
ous donations in response.

The IBS community (students,
alumni, faculty, staff, and the Board of
Trustees) thanks you for your contin-
ued partnership and support.

The list below acknowledges donors
whose gifts we received between July

1, 2021, and June 30, 2022, organized
by gift designation. To prevent over-
laps and duplications, there are some
exceptions to the list.

¢ Most Professorial Chair endow-
ment funds, including the Eshinni/
Kakushinni Chair, are held, on behalf
of the IBS, by the BCA Endowment
Foundation. Donations and donors to
these funds are accounted for in the
BCA Endowment Foundation donor

list published separately in this issue of
the Wheel of Dharma.

°IBS also receives donations
through the Dharma Forward Cam-
paign. These donations and donors
are also included in the larger BCA
Endowment Foundation list.

As ajoint participant in the Dharma
Forward Campaign, every donation IBS
receives (whether directly or through
the BCA Endowment Foundation) is

counted toward the campaign total.
Moreover, every donation is grate-
fully received and used to further the
IBS mission to “provide graduate level
education in the full breadth of the
Buddhist tradition with specialized
education supporting Pure Land and
contemporary Shin Buddhist Studies,
while advancing Jodo Shinsha Bud-
dhist ministry and Buddhist chaplain-

cy.

Donations from Temples and Organizations

Dharma Forward

By Michiko Inanaga
BCA Endowment Foundation
Director of Development

Collectively, our temples and organizations across
the country bring together a network of fellow Bud-
dhists that spans generations, geography, and grateful
hearts in common purpose.

We celebrate hearing the Dharma together and
being part of a larger Sangha. Contributions from

different organizations and their members demonstrate
broad support for our initiatives.

The following list includes offerings made by
temples and organizations of the Buddhist Churches
of America processed by the BCA Endowment Foun-
dation between July 1, 2021, and June 30, 2022. Do-
nations are cumulative amounts given across different
programs and campaigns. Any gifts that include or are
outright gifts toward Dharma Forward are noted with
an asterisk.

Thank you for your generous donations.

Continued from Page 5

their own allocation and prioritization
systems toward specific measurable goals for
professorial chairs and programs. Through
this combined outlook, Dharma Forward
will fund programs that place the most
impact in drawing forth participants to
experience the teachings of the Nembutsu.

The fruits of our labor take time to plant
and grow prior to harvest. Dharma Forward
ensures that we continue to plant trees for
the future and sustain and grow programs
moving forward.

The four pillars of Dharma Forward
help articulate the importance of how to
continue to effectively share the teachings.
As we determine and find our own paths,
smooth paths for others and pay it forward,
we can rely on the BCA, our home temples,
the IBS and our Dharma friends for support
in this pathfinding. We have been fortunate
that at every turn the sentiment has been
“how can I help!” We are thankful to the
many Nembutsu followers and volunteers
who have given many hours to living the
Dharma.

Please help us continue to pay it forward
and develop pathways for future generations.

Please do not hesitate to contact Michiko
Miyaji Inanaga and the BCAEF Develop-
ment office with any additional questions
about Dharma Forward structure or to
make a gift. Together, we ensure the future
of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism in the United
States.
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I0BT Fire

Continued from Page 1

The  upstairs  Hondo,
Onaijin and Nokotsudo suf-
fered smoke damage, but were
otherwise spared.

Iseri said the temple’s
burglar alarm prompted a call
at about 7:40 a.m. July 8. The

fire alarm system uses motion

sensors and it apparently
picked up smoke movement.
The fire began in the

large activity room, and also
damaged the kitchen because
of high heat and smoke. At
least two taiko drums were de-
stroyed and others were com-
promised because of heat and
water damage. Two commer-
cial refrigerators, a residential
refrigerator and a small freezer
were also destroyed, as were
most of the tables and inven-
tory of supplies.

The floor tile has asbestos,
and the temple is still awaiting
hazardous material test results
for plaster, paint and ceiling
tile, Iseri said.

Fire damage was initially
estimated around $750,000,
Iseri said. But he said this
estimate is before “anything
has been assessed and before
an adjuster has been on site.”

The fire departments —
from Ontario in Oregon, and
Fruitland and Payette in Idaho
— were on the scene within
five to 10 minutes, Iseri said.
High heat and smoke impeded
their efforts, but one of the
firefighters knew the layout of
the basement and was able to
lead the others, he said.

The fire occurred two days
before the temple’s Obon
service. A taiko performance,
Bon Odori dancing and a
bento takeout for lunch had
been planned.

“At first, we thought we’d
have to cancel, but the lead-
ership team agreed that we
should still hold the service
and keep to the schedule as
much as possible,” Iseri said.

The Obon service was
held — outside — under the
awning. “It was a very moving
and meaningful service in the
wake of the fire,” he said.

Power has been restored
outside and upstairs in the
temple building, but because
of toxic air, the building re-
mains off-limits.

The basement served as the
vital Social Hall for the tem-
ple. But since the pandemic,
use of the hall has declined
sharply. It is used for taiko
practice and for food prepara-

tion when the temple has had
takeout lunches.

It hasn’t been determined
yet where the taiko group will
practice and the taiko drums
need to be evaluated, accord-
ing to Iseri.

Sangha member Larry
Matsumura is the owner of
Matsy’s Restaurant in Ontar-
io, Oregon, and is a caterer
for the Four Rivers Cultural
Center in Ontario, and the
temple has been able to use
Matsumura’s facilities since
the fire.

One memorial service that
had been scheduled at the
temple was moved to the Four
Rivers Cultural Center.

A local church and hous-
ing development have offered
their available space for the
temple’s use, Iseri said.

He said the temple will
continue to hold its monthly

services outside under the
awning this summer.
Iseri said that donations

to help the temple can also
be processed from the Ida-
ho-Oregon Buddhist Temple
website, http://www.iobt.org
— the link to donate is on the
right side of the home page.
The mailing address is:
Idaho-Oregon Buddhist Tem-
ple, P.O. Box 397, Ontario,

of the home page.

How to Help

Donations can be processed from the Idaho-Oregon Buddhist Temple
website, http://www.iobt.org - the link to donate is on the right side

The mailing address is: Idaho-Oregon Buddhist Temple,
P.O. Box 397, Ontario, Oregon, 97914-0397.

Oregon, 97914-0397.

For Bishop Rev. Marvin
Harada, the news of the fire
hit particularly hard.

“The Idaho-Oregon Bud-
dhist Temple is my home
temple,” he said. “I have many
memories of the basement
that was destroyed by the fire.
We used to have a Hanamat-
suri program there, in which
each Dharma School class had
to do something. It was an all
ages program that was long,
but was so much fun. There
was odori, funny skits, and
some musical talent. All of
the funeral otokis were held
in the basement. My parents
used to play cards there with
friends and members every
week.

“It will take a lot to re-
build the basement, but we
are grateful that the upstairs
Hondo was not burned, but
still has smoke damage,” he
continued. “I am confident
that it will be rebuilt.”

Iseri took more than 40
photos of the first damage,
but said the most important
photo to him is that of the
Hondo.

“This single photo re-
assures all that the Onaijin
survived,” he said, “That can
be contrasted with the worst
of the photos from the base-
ment. We were very lucky.
We are also very lucky for
our Sangha, leaders, friends,
family, neighbors, and all who
have expressed concern.

“With everyone’s help
and encouragement, it makes
moving forward less daunt-
ing,” Iseri continued. “I
think Buddhist teaching and
perspective go a long way in

helping us.”
He said the Northwest
Buddhist Convention will

continue as planned from
Sept. 16-18 at Four Rivers
Cultural Center in Ontario.
The convention is a joint 75th
anniversary event with IOBT.

SD Conference

Continued from Page 1

(Kantoku/Socho) of the BCA.

In his talk, Rev. Umezu jokingly
said that Shinran Shonin talked about
“gyakushu” — conducting one’s own
memorial service — and suggested that
we could add his name to the memorial
list with a “coming soon” in paren-
thesis. This emphasized Rev. Umezu’s
point about how valuable, precious,
and wonderful life is.

Although masks were required in
the Hondo, the smell of burning in-
cense, hearing the sutra chanting and
Nembutsu, the kansho, and seeing in
person fellow Sangha members, made
the return to the temple memorable and
exciting.

The service was quickly followed by a
Dharmathon for the Japanese-speaking
audience in the Social Hall led by Revs.
Koho Takata, Ryuta Furumoto, and
Hibiki Murakami. The English-speak-
ing audience remained in the Hondo
and was treated to Rev. Kodo Umezu’s
presentation.

Rev. Umezu recalled his ground-
breaking talk in 2011 before the United
Nations at the U.N. Vesak celebration
commemorating the 2,600 year of
Buddha’s enlightenment. Rev. Umezu
appeared at the request of Bishop Rev.
Koshin Ogui, who had already commit-
ted to the World BWA Conference in
Kyoto, Japan, at the time.

The theme of the U.N.’s Vesak
celebration was “Peace, Harmony,
Co-Existence,” an issue of importance
for the world and for religious leaders.

Rev. Umezu recalled, in his U.N.
speech, saying that he shared “my hum-
ble appreciation for the Buddha-Dhar-
ma through our Pure Land tradition.”

He looked around the OCBC Hon-
do and asked, “Do you know Buddha’s
wish or ‘hongan’ Do we know that a
bad person doesn’t exist?”

Rev. Umezu asked the audience to

think about how we think and answer
simple to complex questions that show
that what we “like” and “dislike” creates
conflict, discord and disharmony. He
said that “each of us are unknowingly
letting the ‘I” control our behavior.”

Rev. Umezu’s wife, Janet Umezu,
read a translated portion from the
“Teaching of Buddha.” The selection
talks about fellowship and the need to
have sympathy for each other because
we cannot know each other without
sympathy. Once we develop trust in
each other, we are able to have co-ex-
istence. Buddha appeared to share
wisdom and compassion with everyone.
First, we must see ourselves and accept
ourselves, know our neighbors, and
accept our neighbors to further our
understanding.

According to the translation, the
Buddha’s wisdom gives us teachings,
which become our Light, so we can see
and be awakened. We are often lost
and we need to seek refuge in Buddha
for guidance. Sharing wisdom is com-
passion, is what Buddha provides to
everyone.

Rev. Umezu said that Buddha’s

compassion is based on a universal

X

Participants to the 2022 Southern District Buddhist Conference on June 25 pose for a group photo at
the Orange County Buddhist Church, which hosted the event. (Courtesy of Greg Goodman)

truth that results in “no harm found in
Dharma,” and suggested that harm is
eliminated by the Dharma.

The hotel where the Umezus were
staying during the conference was at the
Cerritos Towne Center, and there is a
building that has a dome in the shape of
the Atomic Bomb Dome at the Hiroshi-
ma Peace Memorial. It reminded Rev.
Umezu of the peace bell in Hiroshima.

The peace bell is rung every Aug.
6 at the memorial service that com-
memorates the atomic bomb blast of
Hiroshima on that date in 1945. At the
bottom of the bell is an inscription of
Socrates’ aphorism, “Know Thyself,” in
Greek, and in Sanskrit, verses three and
five of the “Juseige.”

Rev. Umezu pointed out that few
people are aware of this inscription of
the “Juseige” at the bottom of the peace
bell, but he said this is for everyone to
be enlightened to the greater wisdom
and compassion, which he said results in
“Peace, Harmony, and Co-Existence.”

After a short break, the Japa-
nese-speaking audience returned to the
Hondo to hear Rev. Umezu’s talk.

The English-speaking audience
moved to the Social Hall and heard a

presentation on “The Spirit of Diversity
in American Jodo Shinshu” by OCBC’s
Rev. Ellen Crane, Janis Hirohama,
Michael Li, and Marcia Taborga.

Michiko Inanaga of OCBC, BCA
Development Chair, gave a presenta-
tion of the Dharma Forward campaign
and how to make contributions to a
vision for the future of Jodo Shinshu
in America.

In her talk, BCA President Terri
Omori of the Vista Buddhist Temple
stressed involvement and support for
the BCA.

Lynn Black, OCBC BWA President
and SDBWA Chair, presented awards
of 25 years of service to Dharma School
teachers Judy Hopfield of Venice
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, and Teri
Whited of OCBC.

SD BWA grant recipients were also
disclosed for 2022 by Laura Yamamoto.

The closing service was conducted
with a Dharma message by Bishop Rev.
Marvin Harada.

On behalf of the SD Council and
OCBC, we thank everyone for partici-
pating in the SD Buddhist Conference.

Special  acknowledgements  to
OCBC, Rev. Dr. Mutsumi Wondra,
Rev. Jon Turner, SD Kyokucho, Rev.
Koho Takata and to Rev. Kodo Umezu
and Bishop Rev. Marvin Harada, and
all the SD Ministers.

The 2023 SD Buddhist Conference
will be held on Oct. 14, 2023. Titled,
“Nembutsu Gratitude,” the 2023 con-
ference will be hosted by Oxnard and
Pasadena temples.

Meanwhile, all are invited to join
the SD Tri-Temple Seminar on Oct.
1 on “Shin Buddhism in the Digital
Age.” The speaker will be Rev. Hibiki
Murakami of the Los Angeles Hompa
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple. The
seminar will be hosted by the Orange
County Buddhist Church.

Rick Oishi was the Southern District
Buddhist Conference Chair, and the SD
Council Chair.
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Seven Masters

who appreciated the teaching of Amida Buddha
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Sakyamuni Buddha
(2,500 BC)
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