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Northern California Cherry Blossom Festival Queen Hannah KC Mukai and First Princess Kylie Tamura pose with 2022 Nisei
Week Queen Kristine Yada and Princess Lorie Meza at Golden Gate Park in San Francisco. Yada and Meza attended the Cherry
Blossom Festival in April in San Francisco. Shown, from left, are Yada, Mukai, Meza and Tamura. All four are Jodo Shinshu
Buddhists with BCA temples and churches. (Courtesy of 2022 Nisei Week Princess Amanda Hiraishi)

A Year to Remember

Northern California Cherry Blossom Queen Hannah KC Mukai,
First Princess Kylie Tamura Reflect on Jodo Shinshu’s Impact on Their Lives

By Jon Kawamoto
Wheel of Dharma Editor

It’s been a whirlwind year for
young Jodo Shinshu Buddhists
Hannah KC Mukai and for
Kylie Tamura.

Their lives really kicked
into high gear beginning April
8 — when Mukai was crowned
this year’s Northern California
Cherry Blossom Festival Queen
and Tamura was selected as First
Princess. The well-attended

event was held at the Fort Ma-
son Center for Arts & Culture
in San Francisco.

Since the Cherry Blossom
Festival program, life for Mukai
and Tamura, and the rest of the
Queen Court — Maya Isaka,
Samantha Teshima, and Emily
“Emi” Wagner — has been non-
stop, especially on weekends.

Their itinerary has included
appearances at the Davis Cherry
Blossom Festival, Cupertino
Cherry Blossom Festival, San
Jose Nikkei Matsuri, Soy and

Tofu Festival in San Francisco,
as well as several of the Obon
festivals in the Bay Area, includ-
ing San Francisco, San Jose, San
Mateo, and Tamura’s hometown
of Concord.

They also attended the San
Francisco  Japantown  Pride
flag-raising ceremony on June
5 — which Mukai says was “an
amazing celebration of queer
joy, resilience, and community”

— and the Nisei Week Japanese

Continued on Page 6

Lahaina Temple
Minister’s Message for

People of Lahaina

Editor’s note: Rev. Ai Hironaka, Resident Minister
of Lahaina Hongwanji Mission that was destroyed in the
Maui wildfires in August, shared the following message for
the statewide vigil in Hawaii on Sept. 1 in Ka'anapali,
Maui. The Wheel of Dharma is reprinting his message with
the permission of Rev. Hironaka and the Honpa Hongwan-
ji Mission of Hawaii (HHMH).

By Rev. Ai Hironaka
Lahaina Hongwanji Mission

The fire destroyed the houses and
took everything away.

Many people were killed and
many are still missing.

I am at a loss for words when I
think of the heartache of so many
families.

I would like to express my deepest
condolences to people who lost their

Rev. Ai Hironaka

Continued on Page 8

Monterey MA David
Correia Describes

His Nembutsu Path

Former ‘First Timer’” Says Sangha Is
‘Heart of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism’

Editor’s note: This is the fifth article in a series about
the Feb. 18 BCA National Council Meeting’s Town Hall
seminar, titled “The Benefits of Following the Shin Bud-
dhist Path.”

By Jon Kawamoto
Wheel of Dharma Editor

Ten years ago, David Correia had never heard of the
words “Dharma” or “Sangha,” and had never set foot in-
side a BCA temple, much less attended a Sunday service.

Continued on Page 10

Young Buddhists Revive Tsukemono Festival to Preserve Cultural Delicacy

Event Will Be Held at Cortez Buddhist Church in November

By Sydney Shiroyama

Reiko’s garden.”

“This is

event’s mission was, “Pres-

Palo Alto Buddhist Temple

Like many Nisei grand-
parents, there were always at
least a few jars of tsukemono
at my grandma’s Central
Valley home.

Even though they looked
the same to me, she always
remembered the stories be-
hind them. She would say:
“These cucumbers are from

Tomi’s takuan recipe, but
she makes it better.”

When I talked to Blake
Honda about my love of
tsukemono, he had similar
memories of his grandpar-
ents sharing jars and passing
down recipes. He told
me about the Tsukemono
Festival in 2003 that was or-
ganized by Tom Nagata and
his son Kevin (also known as
Uncle Tom and Kev). The

ervation and continuation
of this cultural delicacy for
generations to come.”
Inspired by this event,
we organized the second
Tsukemono Festival — with
members of the Central
California Young Buddhist
Association (CCYBA) — on
Nov. 12, 2022, in the YBA
hall of the Buddhist Church

Continued on Page 9
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A Tsukemono Festival was held in 2022 at the Buddhist Church of Fowler. Shown,
from left, are: Tayoko Honda, June Shimoda, Sydney Shiroyama. Travis Honda,
Blake Honda, Mallory Shiroyama, Lindsay Guerra, Miko Shudo, and Marc Sanwo.
(Courtesy of Khanh Ly)
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Washing the Dust from Our Hearts and Minds

By Rev. Marvin Harada
Bishop of the BCA

This past month, I was in
Ontario, Oregon, at the Ida-
ho-Oregon Buddhist Temple,
where I grew up.

You might recall that a
little over a year ago, there
was a terrible fire in the base-
ment. Although the basement
was pretty much destroyed,
the upstairs Hondo suffered
smoke damage.

A Buddhist altar company,
the Wakabayashi Co., is in
Ontario cleaning the altar
pieces on the Onaijin. The
entire altar was removed from
the Onaijin, and the major
pieces are being washed and
dusted.

The Wakabayashi Co.
brought over a specialist who
has developed a method of
using air pressure and a light
stream of water with some
cleaning solution to rinse off
the altar pieces. It is amazing
what it does. The altar pieces
are not only clean, their luster
is restored and they look shiny
and new.

I recalled a favorite passage
of my Sensei in Japan, Shiga-
raki Sensei. To paraphrase the
quotation, it was something
like, “The Dharma is the
water that cleanses our hearts
and minds.” I think “cleanse”
is a very appropriate and Shin
Buddhist oriented term. Some
religions seek to “purify” the
mind and body. You have
to purify your mind of bad
thoughts, and purify your
body from bad feelings and
emotions. Even Shakyamuni
Buddha tried this. When he
practiced with the five ascet-
ics, they felt that to take food
into the body was to bring
in impurities, so they hardly
ate at all, to the point that

Shakyamuni Buddha nearly

starved himself to death.
However, in Shin Bud-

dhism, the teachings, the

Dharma, “cleanse” our heart,
mind, and body. Just like

when we dust our furniture, it

In Shin Buddhbism, the teachings, the Dharma,
“cleanse” our heart, mind, and body. Just like
when we dust our furniture, it is clean today,

but tomorrow there will be dust again.

is clean today, but tomorrow
there will be dust again. The
altar at the Idaho-Oregon
temple will be nice and clean
and shiny when the cleaning is
finished, but in time, the dust
will accumulate and the shine
will fade.

That is the reality of
life and the reality of our
existence. We cannot totally
purify our hearts and minds
and expect them to remain
pure. However, through the
teachings, we “cleanse” our
hearts and minds. That is why
it is so refreshing to listen to
a wonderful Dharma message
or hear a ralk that penetrates
our hearts and minds. It is like

receiving water to cleanse us
of the accumulated dirt, dust,
and grime. How refreshing it
feels to take a nice shower or
bath. How refreshing it feels
to listen to the Dharma.
Thatis why we listen for our
entire lives. We don’t take one
shower and think that will last
us till we die. We can’t expect
the altars to not be cleaned for
decades and decades. We have
to clean the altar thoroughly
like this once in a few decades.
We have to take a shower or
bath daily. We have to listen
to the Dharma when we can,
to cleanse our heart and mind.
By “cleansing,” I mean to
be shown our ego self, to be

The Wakabayashi Co., a Buddhist
altar company from Japan, was in
Ontario, Oregon, cleaning the altar
pieces on the Onaijin of the Idaho-
Oregon Buddhist Temple. The Hondo
suffered smoke damage as the result
of a fire in the basement last year.

At left, Rev. Anne Spencer cleans

the statue of Amida Buddha as Rev.
Kathy Chatterton looks on with Satoru
Hayakawa from the Grandline Co. that
developed the new cleaning process.
(Courtesy of Mike Iseri and Connie
Tanaka)

shown our three poisons, to
be shown our self-centered
nature. The altar pieces have
decades of accumulated dust
that are being washed off.
Sometimes, the dust on our
ego self accumulates for de-
cades. An unresolved issue in
our past, a grudge that we hold
and carry with us, a feeling of
anger from something that
someone said or did to us years
and years ago, stays in us, and
we carry that “dust and dirt”
for decades. Just think about
it deeply within your own life.
Isn’t there something in your
past that you are still angry
or upset about? If you stop
and think about it, you feel
the same anger that you did
decades ago.

If we have no way to cleanse,
to wash away such thoughts,
feelings, and emotions, they
could eat away at us over the
course of time. That is why we
need the teachings, the Dhar-
ma, to at least bring a sense of
cleansing, to wash away the
dirt and dust from our hearts
and minds. Then we can live
refreshed and renewed until
our next “cleansing” or our
listening to the Dharma.

Ministerial Assignments

The BCA Office of the Bishop has announced the
following ministerial assignments:

Rev. Melissa Opel, Minister’s Assistant for the
Spokane Buddhist Temple, has been assigned to the
Buddhist Church of San Francisco as a full-time Kyoshi

minister, effective June 1.

Rev. Yuki Sugahara, Resident Minister of the Or-
egon Buddhist Temple, was assigned as Rinban of the
Buddhist Church of Sacramento, effective July 1.

Corrections

In the August issue of the Wheel of Dharma, Tabitha Kobata of
the Hongwanji International Center translated the original Japanese
article that was printed in the June 10 issue of the Hongwanji Shimpo.

In addition, there was no English 850th/800th Joint Celebration.
The observance was conducted in Japanese, with translations available
in English, Chinese, and Portuguese.

In the September issue of the Wheel of Dharma, the Honpa Hong-
wanji Mission of Hawaii was incorrectly listed as an acronym in the
story on Maui relief. It is HHMH.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Outpouring of Donations to Maui Relief Shows

\

By Terri Omori
BCA President

You are amazing!  The
outpouring of concerns to
our Dharma friends and those
impacted by the Lahaina wild-
fires epitomizes the strength of
Sangha.

Whether you made a do-
nation directly to the Honpa
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii
(HHMH), to the BCA En-
dowment Foundation, or par-
ticipated in a sponsored event
by your temple, collectively a
difference has been made in the
lives of many.

The HHMH is grateful for
the enormous support received.
Updates on the distribution of
funds and actions of emergency
relief support can be found on

the HHMH website at hteps://
hongwanjihawaii.com. Please
continue to keep Lahaina in
your thoughts as they face their
long road to recovery.

In addition to the dona-
tions collected through the
BCA Endowment Foundation
for the HHMH Maui Wildfire
Relief Fund, BCA made an
initial donation to the HHMH
through the Social Welfare
Fund. Thanks to the Dana
of many through the years, a
portion of the Social Welfare
Fund is saved for disaster relief
efforts. Even though we do not
wish for such tragic events to
occur, it is comforting to have
the funds available.

In October, the Endow-
ment Foundation sends a
letter on behalf of the Social
Welfare Committee. Dona-
tions received are designated
for specific causes to aid those
who have been deprived of
life’s basic needs. If you have
not already, please read the
article in the September Wheel
of Dharma on Page 6 by BCA
Secretary Darlene Bagshaw.

The article explains the ef-
forts of the BCA Social Welfare
committee and the impact this
program has recently made.
For almost 44 years, this com-
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BCA President Terri Omori, center, poses with Rev. Giei Sasaki, this year’s
International Ministers Orientation Program (IMOP) minister, and his wife, Mrs.
Mari Sasaki at the Jodo Shinshu Center in Berkeley, California. (Courtesy of Terri

Omori)

mittee has provided hundreds
of grants to vetted nonprofit
organizations who are pro-
viding the necessary resources
because of you and your Dana.

Let us continue this com-
passion in action. Please join
me and together as a Sangha,
we can make a difference for
many around the world!

On Sept. 8, I had the priv-

ilege to meet Rev. Giei Sasaki
and his wife, Mrs. Mari Sasaki.
Rev. Sasaki participated in
the International Ministerial
Orientation Program (IMOP)
coordinated through the Jodo
Shinshu International Office
(JS10).

IMOP is a training program
for ministers from Japan. It is
an opportunity to learn what

Strength of Sangha

it is like to be an overseas Kai-
kyoshi minister, especially for
the BCA, to experience living
in the United States and to
visit nearby BCA temples for
services, events and meetings.

Rev. Sasaki is a professor at
Ryukoku University in Kyoto
and his family temple is on the
shore of Lake Biwa. It was an
honor to have a discussion with
Rev. and Mrs. Sasaki.

As I shared the importance
of collaboration between the
BCA ministers, lay leaders and
staff, working together to share
and sustain the Dharma in
the United States, Rev. Sasaki
was filled with ideas of various
programs.

His passion and desire to
spread Jodo Shinshu Bud-
dhism was evident. He was
also inspired by his experiences
in visiting BCA temples and
interactions with the ministers,
members and staff. Rev. Sasaki
expressed how grateful he is
to feel the Jodo Shinshu spirit
alive and well here.

Thank you to all who wel-
comed Rev. and Mrs. Sasaki
and their son, Eiki. Thank you
for showing them the value and
importance of BCA’s Sangha as
we walk together on our Jodo

Shinshu path.

Fresno’s 55th Annual ‘Camping in the Sierras’ Held in San Luis Obispo

The  Fresno  Betsuin’s
“Camping in the Sierras”
celebrated its 55th year and
returned to the San Luis Obis-
po Buddhist Temple, which
offered a cool respite from the

100-degree temperatures in
the Central Valley.
The 11 campers experi-

enced a couple of events for
the first time in the history
of “Camping in the Sierras,”
which was held from July 29
to Aug. 2. On Aug. 1, the
campers had a trip to down-
town San Luis Obispo to
enjoy lunch, shop and hang
out together.

In addition, the campers
participated in a cornhole
tournament and were teamed
with a counselor partner for
a single-elimination tourna-
ment. Thanks go to counselor
Matthew Miyake, who provid-

ed the cornhole equipment.
And congratulations to the
winners, Blake Morikawa and
Kasey Justesen.

And there was another first
— the kitchen Toban finished
cleaning up in under 30 min-
utes after each meal. Bravo to
Toban leaders Makayla Kubo,
Blake Morikawa, Ellen Sano,
and Tomoya Ryan.

At the request of our
campers, more activities were
added to the daily schedule.
Special thanks go to the ac-
tivity chairs, Kristi Yamamoto
and Gillian Yamagiwa, for
their clever and entertaining
TV game show activities like
“$100,000 Pyramid” and
“Generation Gap.”

On July 31, the campers
had fun at the beach with a
water bucket toss competi-
tion. Every camper made a

This year’s “Camping in the Sierras” campers, counselors and directors gather
for a photo in San Luis Obispo. (Courtesy of Gregg Sera)

friendship bracelet and did
the craft of rock painting.
“Our 2023 camp group felt
like a large family enjoying
vacation time together,” said

Gregg Sera, Janis Nakamoto
Sera and Debbie Suda, the
Camping in the Sierras direc-
tors, in a statement. “Having
a smaller group offered the

campers and counselors more
opportunities to get to know
each other better. We appre-
ciate everyone who supported
our steak dinner fundraiser
and  those who  helped
throughout the year. Our ded-
icated counselors worked hard
to ensure we had a successful
55th year of camp.”

The directors noted the
contributions of the counselor
staff of Kasey Justesen, Devin
Kubota, Chris Kuramoto,
Matthew  Miyake, Garrett
Sano, Michael Sera, Michael
Suda, Gillian Yamagiwa, Kris-
ti Yamamoto, and Michael
Yebisu.

“We are grateful for ev-
eryone’s efforts to make this
memorable week happen once
again,” the directors said.
“We hope to see all eligible

campers next year.”

Ryukoku University’s Rev. Giei Sasaki Is IMOP Minister for 2023

Veteran Holds
Special Title Within

Hongwanji-ha

By Dennis Akizuki
Wheel of Dharma Contributor

The International Ministers
Orientation Program (IMOP)
has brought Japanese ministers
who are interested in serving
overseas to the United States.

Most have been ministers at
the start of their careers. But

this year, the minister who par-
ticipated in IMOP was a veter-
an who holds one of the highest
religious positions in the Jodo
Shinshu Hongwanji-ha and is a
respected teacher of more than
30 years and academician.

Rev. Giei Sasaki has the
special title within Jodo Shins-
hu Hongwanji-ha of “Shikyo,”
which literally means “conduct
training” in English. “Shikyo”
is the second-highest academic
position in Jodo Shinshu
studies. Rev. Sasaki teaches at

Rev. Giei Sasaki

Ryukoku University and the
Central Buddhist Institute and
also holds the position of bish-
op at the Nishi Hongwanji,
where he is involved in training
students.

Rev. Sasaki and his family
— wife, Mari, and son, Eiki
— arrived in the San Francisco
Bay Area on Aug. 23 and re-
turned to Japan on Sept. 25.

“BCA is a place that re-
minds me of the most import-
ant things in my life,” Rev.
Sasaki said during his stay.

“Everyone earnestly listens to
and rejoices in the primal vow
of Amida Buddha.

“Bishop, ministers and
members share the same feel-
ings,” he continued. “Listening
to their words makes my heart
tremble. This is the true essence
of Jodo Shinshu, which is the
form of ‘Ondobé Ondogyd,
— ‘fellow travelers together
in the Nembutsu’ — where we
share our joy and suffering

Continued on Page 8
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2024 NCM Is Back in Person

After a hiatus of more than
three years, the 2024 BCA
National Council meeting will
gather in person in Sacramento
to help celebrate the BCA’s
125th anniversary.

The Northern California
District — made up of Florin,
Lodi, Marysville, Placer, Sac-
ramento, and Walnut Grove
temples — will host the NCM

at the Buddhist
Sacramento.

The dates for the National
Council Meeting will include
both virtual and in-person
meeting formats.

The agenda is as follows:

Ministers’ Association —
Friday, Feb. 16 (virtual)

Workshops — Saturday,
Feb. 17 (virtual)

Church of

National Council Meeting
— Friday and Saturday, Feb.
23-24 (in-person)

IBS Symposium — Sat-
urday, Feb. 24 (virtual and
in-person)

Eitaikyo Service — Sunday,
Feb. 25 (virtual and in-person)

Information will be sent to
temple representatives in Octo-
ber on registration.

BCA Is Seeking to Hire
Digital Content Assistant

BCA is seeking to hire
a Digital Content Assistant
to support organizational
communications and outreach
efforts.

The Digital Content Assis-
tant will provide a broad range
of marketing and outreach
support to the organization,
including  distribution  of
social media, website, and
digital content that educates
the public, connects BCA
temples, and highlights the
inspirational messages of BCA
ministers.

The Digital Content As-
sistant will work closely with
the BCA Communications
Committee to implement a
communications strategy to
serve thousands of members,
potential members, commu-
nity partners, donors, and the
media.

The applicant must have
excellent communication
skills, technical skills, fa-
miliarity with digital media
platforms, and an interest in
Jodo Shinshu Buddhism.

The position is part-time
with the potential to expand
and reports to the BCA’s
Technology Outreach Com-
mittee. This is a remote posi-
tion, working with staff based
at the Jodo Shinshu Center in
Berkeley, California. When
safe (post-pandemic), occa-
sional travel will be required
for meetings and events.

Duties include:

* Implementing BCA’s
communications strategies
to advance BCA’s mission,
enhance communication with
members, educate potential
members, and increase ex-
posure of BCA temples and
events.

* Maintaining integrated
communications  calendar
and post related content to
BCA digital channels.

* Website: Serve as prima-
ry website administrator. Post
and manage informational,
educational, and events con-
tent on BCA website.

* Social Media: Manage
BCA’s social media accounts
(Facebook, Instagram); post
regular written, image, and
graphical content for members
and supporters; respond to
messages and comments.

* Print Newsletter Con-
tent Redistribution: Dis-
tribute content from BCA’s
existing print newsletter, the

WE'RE

Digital Content Assistant

Learn more & apply at:
https://bit.ly/48k4VTL

Ay

HIRING!

Key Responsibilities:

Marketing and
outreach support,
website maintenance,
social media, email
newsletter & more.

Wheel of Dharma, across digi-
tal channels.

¢ Email Newsletter: Pub-
lish BCA Connect, the BCA’s
e-newsletter, which highlights
Wheel of Dharma articles,
BCA news, events, and Jodo
Shinshu resources.

* Video: Manage BCA
YouTube page and content;
distribute videos through oth-
er digital channels.

* Events: Maintain events
calendar on website. Serve as
a resource for the Center for
Buddhist Education, local
temples, and other BCA part-
ners to communicate events
and activities to the public via
digital channels.

* Assist in the drafting of
other written content and
marketing materials as needed.

¢ Attend Communications
Committee  meetings and
related events/activities.

* Assist with tracking and
reporting of communications
and marketing efforts initi-
ated by the organization; use
digital analytics tools to assess
impact.

Additional duties as need-
ed to fulfill the mission of the

organization.

Required:

e Bachelor’s degree in
communications, marketing,

or equivalent digital media
experience.

* Entry-level experience or
exposure to communications,
marketing, public relations,
and/or social media manage-
ment.

* Outstanding written and

oral communication skills.
e Technical skills that
demonstrate knowledge of,

comfort with, and ability to
produce and manage content
on digital media platforms.

* Excellent organizational

and time management skills.

e Excellent interpersonal
skills and a commitment to
relationship-building for the
organization, both internally
and externally.

e Strong analytical think-
ing, problem solving skills,
and attention to detail.

*  Experience  working
with standard office software

(Word, Excel, PowerPoint,
etc.).
Preferred:

* Experience managing
content on social media plat-
forms (Facebook, Instagram,
etc.).

* Experience with website
management (Wordpress,
Squarespace, etc.) and digital
content development.

* Experience with basic
video filming and editing
techniques and software.

* Experience managing
member email program (Con-
stant Contact preferred).

* Knowledge of graphic
design, photography, and
social media platform image/
graphics features.

* Background in Jodo Shin-
shu Buddhism and familiarity
with BCA temples.

 Philosophical alignment
with the organization’s mis-
sion and values.

Employment with the Bud-
dhist Churches of America is
at-will. Salary is commensu-
rate with experience.

To apply, submit a cover
letter and resume to: Judy

Kono, Communications
Committee Chair, at jkono@
bcahq.org.

Please include any relevant
personal or business social
media links with your mate-
rials. For further information,
contact Judy Kono at jkono@
bcahq.org.

2024 BCA

NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING

EMBRACING THE DHARMA WITH

HOPE AND JOY

e

VIRTUAL

February 16 Ministers’ Association

February 177 Workshops

IN-PERSON

February 23 & 24 National Council
Meeting

VIRTUAL AND IN-PERSON
February 24

February 25

IBS Symposium

Eitaikyo Service at the
Buddhist Church of
Sacramento

Hosted by the

Northern California District Temples

BCA Music

Committee

DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know the Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha Hongwanji
International Center has its own English language website with
items from various BCA and Hawaii temples?

Newly added is the video and musical score of “With Gassho
from the Heart” after the BCA kyodan premiere presentation in
Kyoto earlier this year under “Gatha Songs” on the left hand side
of the webpage: https://international.hongwanji.or.jp/

B

Ame

MUSIC

BONBU STORIES
LANTERN SONG DEBUT

Join us to celebrate the
debut of a new Bon Odori
Song and Dance in
celebration of the 125th
Anniversary of BCA

OCT. 7, 2023
11:00 AM PACIFIC

LY

https://tinyurl.com/ 2 :
bonbustories125th 2\ o

TAIKOVENTURES




OCTOBER 2023

WHEEL OF DHARMA

PAGE 5

“I have collected true words
to aid others in their practice for
attaining birth, in order that the
process be made continuous, with-
out end and without interruption,
by which those who have been
born first guide those who come
later, and those who are born later
join those who were born before.
This is so the boundless ocean of
birth and death be exhausted.”

— “The Collective Works of
Shinran” (CWS) passage 119/291

By Rev. Jerry Hirano
Salt Lake Buddhist Temple

I feel a personal connection
with Eko Haus, which was

Of my experiences on my
long spiritual journey, one
of the most surprising has
been my encounter with the
European Shin Buddhist Con-
ference (ESC), particularly
those held at Eko Haus in
Dusseldorf, Germany.

founded by Rev. Dr. Yehan
Numata in 1988. He was a
friend of my grandparents
in Los Angeles in the early
1900s. My grandfather and
grandmother

helped

nurse

LTD (Living The Dharma)

GIVING BACK
TO THE
COMMUNITY

Join our panel as they share their
unique stories on how they give
back to the community.

Click on the registration link for
more info on the panelists.

Rev. Jerry Hirano gives a presentation of the BCA’s Center for Buddhist
Education (CBE) programs. At right, Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara gives a lecture
about Jodo Shinshu Buddhism.

him back to health after he fell
ill while serving as a houseboy.

My grandfather taught
Mr. Numata to drive, so that
he could work as a chauffeur
rather than just as a house-
boy. Once he recovered from
his illness, he moved on to
the University of California,
Berkeley, where he graduat-
ed from and later founded
Mitutoyo Corp, which is the
benefactor of Bukkyo Dendo
Kyokai (BDK).

When I arrived in Japan
in 1983 to begin my studies,
a kind, elderly gentleman
greeted me at the Hongwanji
International Center.

I didn’t know who he was
until he explained that my
grandmother had written to
him to say I would be studying
in Kyoto. He not only met
me at the International Cen-
ter, but he also came to my
school, Chuo Bukkyo Gakuin
(Chubutsu), to formally intro-
duce me as a family friend.

The head of the school
took me to the side and asked,
“How do you know him?”
I replied, “I don’t, he’s my
grandparent’s friend.”

Mr. Numata would con-
tinue to meet me during my
four years there when he was
in Kyoto. He asked me to live
and work with him during
my summer breaks and would
become my sponsor. I was ad-
vised by then Bishop Rev. Dr.
Seigen Yamaoka that I should
not accept.

Mr. Numata
would continue to give me
money on occasion to take
the foreign students to dinner.
During these short visits,
he explained how he was
planning to set up chairs in
Buddhist studies at the major
universities around the world
and about his dream to propa-
gate Buddhism throughout the
world.

When I see Eko Haus, a
magnificent Japanese Cultural
Center and Temple in Dussel-
dorf, I can feel his spirit. The
spirit of Shinran Shonin as ex-
pressed in the passage I began
with from “Kyogyoshinsho.”

Eko Haus is like a beautiful
Japanese temple village that
miraculously appeared in the
center of this otherwise indus-
trial centered city. It consists
of alarge bonsho (temple bell),
beautiful garden and grounds,
main temple hall, museum,
conference hall, day care and

However,

kindergarten.
On Sept, 4-6, the 20th
European  Shin  Buddhist

conference (ESC) was hosted
by Eko Haus. Our Buddhist
Churches of America (BCA)
was well represented: Rev.
Kodo Umezu represented the
Jodo Shinshu International
Office (JSIO president), Rev.
Kiyonobu Kuwahara, JSIO
director, and Rev. Takashi
Miyaji of BCA and Institute
of Buddhist Studies (IBS).
Revs. Kuwahara and Miyaji
both gave lectures on Jodo
Shinshu and the translating of

At far left, Eko Haus in
Dusseldorf, Germany,
hosted the European
Shin Buddhist
Conference. In the
group photo, from left,
are: Rev. Kiyonobu
Kuwahara, Jodo
Shinshu International
Office (JSIO) director;
Canada Bishop Rev.
Tatsuya Aoki; Rev.
Jerry Hirano; Dr.
Carmela Javellana
Hirano; Janet Umezu;
Rev. Dr. Takashi
Miyaji; and Rev.

Kodo Umezu, JSIO
president. (Photos
courtesy of Rev. Jerry
Hirano)

Buddhist texts into English.
I gave an introduction of our
Center for Buddhist Educa-
tion (CBE) programs, not only
online, but also Minister’s
Assistant  Program  (MAPD)
and Buddhist Youth Retreats
(BYR).

Rev. Tatsuya Aoki, Bishop
of Jodo Shinshu Buddhist
Temples of Canada was also
present.

In the past, the Zenmon
sama or Gomonshu sama, was
present. This year, Gomonshu
sama was there for the 30th
year celebration of the open-
ing of Eko Haus, but had to
leave before the ESC.

There were video welcome
messages by Zenmon sama
and Rev. Mitsuya Dake of
Ryukoku University.

This was my third ESC.
My wife Carmela and I first
went to the ESC in 2018 at
the encouragement of then
Bishop Rev. Umezu. He had
told me; “You must see first
hand the care and respect for
Jodo Shinshu in Europe.”

The first conference I
attended was in Antwerp,
Belgium. However, before the
conference, Rev. Kuwahara
had asked me to speak at the
Jodo Shinshu Correspondence
Course seminar at Eko Haus.

Eko Haus is what most
strongly fills my memories.

Jodo Shinshu in the United
States and Canada are heavily
influenced by our Japanese
American  culture. Europe
did not have the diaspora of
Japanese immigrants as did
the United States and South
America.

Jodo Shinshu in Europe
does have a Japanese cultural
component. However, it is
largely independent of the
cultural attachments of food
bazaars, taiko, Bon Odori,
martial arts, etc., we find here
in the United States and Ca-
nadian temples.

It is the teachings of Shin-
ran Shonin and Hongwanji
that is directly influencing
Europe.

Europe has no Kaikyoshi or

Continued on Page 7
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Cherry Blossom

Continued from Page 1

Festival in August in Los An-
geles.

Mukai and Tamura reflect-
ed on the impact that Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism has had
in ctheir lives, especially in
helping to process the Cherry
Blossom Festival experience.

“The Cherry Blossom Fes-
tival itself and all the events we
have attended after have been
so much fun, a rush of joy and
action which can sometimes
feel like a blur,” said Mukai,
who was sponsored by Takara
Sake USA, Inc. “I've been
striving  to approach each
experience with intention and
live in the present so that I can
look back on these days, not
with bitterness that they are
over, but with fondness and
appreciation that they hap-
pened. I know that the Queen
Program experience is just
the beginning of a long and
beautiful relationship with
the community. By practicing
gratitude, I am reminded to
live in and appreciate the
moment.

“The teachings of Jodo
Shinshu give me a lens to look
at the community around me
to both appreciate it and chal-
lenge it,” she continued. “It
allows me to observe the ways
that our community is filled
with vibrance and resilience,
but also it has room to change
and evolve. Caring for my
community means also being
a voice for change and social
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programs in the Japanese
American (JA) community and
beyond.”

Tamura, who was spon-
sored by the Concord Bud-
dhist Sunday School, said: “It
played a big part in my mindset
through it all. The first thing
that comes to my mind when
I think of anything associated
with church is always “The
Golden Chain,” and it’s the
first thing I memorized while I
was sitting in church as a kid.
It reminds me about imperma-
nence, interdependence, and

Mukai, 24, is a Yonsei
(fourth-generation) on  her
father’s side and a second-gen-
eration Chinese American on
her mother’s side. She grew up
in the Central Valley, but now
resides in the East Bay.

In 2021, Mukai graduated
from the University of Cal-
ifornia, Berkeley, where she
studied Sociology and minored
in Global Public Health. She
now works for UC Berkeley as
an Assistant Director of Par-
ent and Family Philanthropy,
where she connects parent

Chair in Tsuru for Solidarity.
Mukai grew up attending

the  Reedley, Kingsburg,
Fresno and Fowler Buddhist
temples and participated in
the summer Medaka no Gak-
ko at the Buddhist Church of
Parlier. She went to Dharma
School at Fowler, and helped
to establish the Fowler Jr.
YBA. She currently attends
Berkeley Buddhist Temple,
where she hopes to become
more involved with the BBT’s
Buddhists Living with Equity
and Non-Discrimination

“The teachings of Jodo Shinshu give me a lens to look at the community
around me to both appreciate it and challenge it. It allows me to observe the
ways that our community is filled with vibrance and resilience, but also it

has room to change and evolve.”

— Northern California Cherry Blossom Queen

Hannah KC Mukai

to put my best foot forward
whenever I can.

“When I was nervous and
panicking about the Q&A
portion of Northern Califor-
nia Cherry Blossom program
night, to decompress, I would
try to remind myself that no
matter what, if I was doing
the best that I could and was
representing myself and those
around me well, that it would
all work out and everything
will be OK. I think if T hadn’t
gone to church growing up and
continued with it as I have,
it would have been harder to
ground myself.”

donors with opportunities to
elevate the student experience
at Cal.

Mukai dedicates her time
to organizations and causes
that are important to her
culture and identity. She
just finished her term as the
Northern California Western
Nevada-Pacific (NCWNP)
District Youth Representative
of the Japanese American
Citizens League (JACL), and
currently serves as the Social
Justice Chair of The Young
Buddhist Editorial, and the
Police, Prisons, and Detention
(PPD) Working Group Co-

(BLEND) Committee, which
focuses on inclusive outreach
and activities.

“Growing up in the tem-
ples, I learned the ways that
this community is cared for
and cultivated as I saw my el-
ders selflessly give their time,
knowledge, and energy to the
temple,” Mukai said. “Every-
thing from cooking food at
Dharma services to setting up
at Obon to taking leadership
positions on the temple board,
the essence of these acts was
what Dana and ‘community’
mean to me. This inspired me
to seek out involvement and

Hannah KC Mukai is crowned 2023 Cherry Blossom Festival Queen during the April 8 program in San Francisco. Shown above, from left, are Samantha Teshima, Kylie Tamura, Mukai, Emily “Emi” Wagner,
and Maya Isaka. At right, the Queen Court poses for a photo in their kimonos. (Photos courtesy of Mark Shinenaga)
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At far left, Mukai

and Tamura greet
well-wishers in

San Francisco. At
left, Mukai, Isaka,
Tamura and Teshima
take part in the San
Jose Betsuin Obon
in July.

leadership positions on my
own path in the JA communi-
ty.”
Mukai also says her Bud-
dhist heritage inspires her
advocacy and activism in the
JA community. “With familial
ties to World War II incarcer-
ation, I know that the temples
stand strong today because of
the community members that
practiced Buddhism in the
camps and worked to reestab-
lish the temples post-incar-
ceration, despite being more
harshly persecuted than their
Christian counterparts,” she
said.

“The history of mass in-
carceration that happened to
our community should not
be repeated,” Mukai contin-
ued. “And most important,
the teachings of compassion
and interdependence remind
me that my liberation is tied
to the liberation of those
around me, and therefore, it
is important to speak up for
communities facing injustice
today.”

Tamura, 25, was born and
raised in Concord, California,
and is a Gosei (fifth-genera-
tion) Japanese American. In
2020, she graduated from the
University of Oregon with a
bachelor’s degree in Econom-
ics and a minor in Business
Administration.

She is team lead at Vaco,
where she manages a team of
seven employees working in
content localization and proj-
ect management. Tamura, like

Continued on Page 7
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Above left, the 2023 Northern California Festival Queen Court tours the Japanese American National Museum on Aug. 12 in Little Tokyo in Los Angeles. Docent Mas Yamashita, who was incarcerated when he
was 6 years old at Topaz, Utah, leads the tour. Above right, the 2023 Court participates in the Nisei Week parade festival in Little Tokyo on Aug. 13. (Courtesy of Mark Shinenaga)

Cherry Blossom

Continued from Page 6

Mukai, is involved with The
Young Buddhist Editorial.

Growing  up, Tamura
attended church, Dharma
School, and Jr. YBA at the
Buddhist Fellowship of Con-
cord, and volunteered at the
Diablo Japanese American
Club in Concord.

“The Concord Buddhist
community is definitely on the
smaller side, especially when
you compare it to others, like
the San Jose community, but
I think that is one of my fa-
vorite parts and it has helped
me gain so much confidence
and leadership experience,”
she said. “In my time with
Jr. YBA, there were usually
about five to seven of us in the
Concord chapter and because
of that, I was on the chapter’s

executive board every year.
“Being able to grow in an
environment that was com-
fortable but unfamiliar and
changing gave me the tools to
have a great college experience
away from home, and gave me
the encouragement to keep

said the support from, not
only parents, relatives, and
friends, but the Japanese
American and BCA Sangha
community has been amazing.

“Because of my prior
involvement in the JA com-
munity, I feel lucky to have so

This experience has brought
me closer to both sides of my
family, allowing me to recon-
nect with the Mukai side of
my family in the Bay Area and
share my Nikkei identity with
my Chinese American side.
It’s also been so encouraging

“The first thing that comes to my mind when I think of anything associated
with church is always “The Golden Chain,” and it’s the first thing I
memorized while I was sitting in church as a kid. It reminds me about
impermanence, interdependence, and to put my best foot forward

»

whenever I can.

— Northern California Cherry Blossom First Princess

Kylie Tamura

wanting to grow, be involved,
and take on leadership posi-
tions or lead by example in
the Japanese American com-
munity,” she said.

Both Mukai and Tamura

much love and pride poured
in from the community, and
this has pushed me to be a
better leader and connector
organizations and
Mukai said.

in my
. . »
relationships,

seeing the love and support
from the Central Valley.”
Tamura said: “The love and
support has been overwhelm-
ing in the best way possible.
I've told many people that I

At far left, Tamura and
Mukai pose with San Mateo
Buddhist Temple Resident
Minister Rev. Henry Adams
at the San Mateo Obon.

At left, in top row, Mukai,
Teshima, and in bottom
row, Tamura and Isaka,
attend the Diablo Japanese
American Summer Festival
in Concord. (Courtesy of
Hannah KC Mukai)

have never heard the words,
‘I'm proud of you,” more than
I have since program night.
With the Concord Buddhist
Sunday School being my spon-
sor, not only did my friends
and family get to come out,
but some of my church family
that I've grown up with were
able to come and sit up close,
and it meant so much to me.

“One conversation I don’t
think I’ll ever forget was
during the Children’s Day
Festival in San Francisco
Japantown,” she continued.
“The court and I were volun-
teering at the arts and crafts
table and one little girl I was
talking to told me she always
wished she had a big sister just
like me. That’s something I
never thought would happen
and it showed me how much
we could really reach the next
generation — I almost cried,
too.”

Rev. Hirano

Continued from Page 5

Kyoshi level ministers, other
than Rev. Dr. Hisao Matsuma-
ru and Rev. Hironobu Shouju
of Eko Haus. Rev. Esho Sasaki
of Japan has been a long-time
benefactor and supporter of
the European Sangha, as had
Rev. Dr. Hisao Inagaki before
him.

In 2024, Europe will have

two Kyoshi ministers in the
United Kingdom: Rev. David
Quirke-Thornton and Rev. Dr.
Enrique Galvan-Alvarez. Both
have had some training at our
BCA CBE seminars.

At the conference, I was so
happy to hear from so many of
the European attendees of how
our BCA CBE seminars have
deeply influenced their under-
standing of Jodo Shinshu.

Almost all European Bud-
dhists understand English, and

very few speak or read Japa-
nese. This has reinforced my
belief that BCA is the vehicle
that will allow Jodo Shinshu
to be spread throughout the
English-speaking world.

Yes, we have a responsibility
to never forget where we came
from. Our roots within the
Japanese American community
are 125 years deep. The Issei
(first generation), Nisei (sec-
ond generation), Sansei (third
generation) and now Yonsei

(fourth generation), etc. have
sacrificed a lot to get BCA to
where it is.

However, our potential
is much larger. We Japanese
Americans have had great diffi-
culty in our journey in America
and should deeply appreciate
those who helped us. Itis a tree
of spiritual life, the roots in
Shakyamuni Buddha, Shinran
and Rennyo with the trunk of
our overseas Sanghas.

Europe is from that same

tree, and we can help it flourish.
This is our chance to give back.
We are in the position to pass
that Dana forward and share
it with the world, as Shinran
expressed, “in order that the
process be made continuous,
without end and without
interruption, by which those
who have been born first guide
those who come later, and
those who are born later join
those who were born before.”
Namo Amida Butsu.
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Variety of Ways to Donate to Maui Relief, Help Lahaina Minister

By Jon Kawamoto
Wheel of Dharma Editor

There are a variety of ways
to donate to Maui relief, in-
cluding the BCA’s own efforts
and its Social Welfare Com-
mittee, as well as a GoFundMe
site set up to directly help the
minister and his family of the
Lahaina Hongwanji Mission,
which was destroyed in the
August wildfire.

Donations can be made
online through: https://bca.

kindful.com/, or by check
payable to: BCA Endowment
Foundation (Please note on
memo line: Maui Relief). Mail
checks to: BCA Endowment
Foundation, 2140 Durant
Ave., Berkeley, CA 94704.

The wildfires in Maui,
which struck on Aug. 8, have
led to at least 97 deaths as of
Sept. 15, making it the deadli-
est U.S. wildfire in more than
a century. In all, 31 people are
still reported missing.

The Honpa Hongwanji
Mission of Hawaii (HHMH)

listed the following ways that
people can donate: online at
www.hongwanjihawaii.com by
clicking on the “Maui Wild-
fire Disaster Relief” button
under the “Donate” tab; a
GoFundMe account at the fol-

lowing link: https://gofund.
me/ff77a520.

Check and cash donations
can be sent to the HHMH.
Make the check payable to
HHMH and in the memo line
designate “Maui Wildfire Di-
saster Relief” to ensure proper
credit.

The address is: Honpa
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii,
1727 Pali Highway, Honolu-
lu, HI 96813.

Wayde Toyama, advisor
of the Maui Young Buddhist
Association, has set up a
GoFundMe drive for Lahaina
Hongwanji Mission Resident
Minister Rev. Ai Hironaka
and his family. The wildfires
consumed the minister’s resi-
dence at the Lahaina temple,
and the American Red Cross
has placed Rev. Hironaka and
his family in a hotel.

The site is at: hteps://www.
gofundme.com/f/help-sup-
port-rev-ai-hironaka-and-his-

The American Buddhist
Study Center in New York
has set up a GoFund me page
for the Lahaina Hongwanji
Mission Temple at: https://
gofund.me/bf668ff1

In addition, individual
BCA temples and churches
have been holding Maui relief
fundraisers. See your local
BCA temple for more infor-
mation.

Rev. Hironaka

Continued from Page 1

loved ones.

People got hurt.

People are still crying.

When I’m alone, tears well
up at random moments.

We have absolutely no con-
trol over when it comes.

When driving alone,

When I see the smiles of
children,

I can’t cry when I want to
cry, and I feel like crying when
I shouldn’t.

I gave up on controlling it.

I never thought that a man
could cry so much at the age of
46.

Now the same pained
people are encouraging and
comforting each other at Ross,
Target, T] Maxx, Costco, and
more.

Heart-to-heart hugs of those
who share the same heartache
are stronger than before the
fire.

People who know each
other’s faces in the town of
Lahaina, but have never spo-
ken to each other, now they
are communicating with and
healing each other.

After the fire, Lahaina’s
community ties are definitely
stronger and thicker.

Now we need to see the
future.

The white shirt, tie, pants,
socks, and shoes I am wearing
today are all brand new.

Except underwear...

Lahaina Hongwanji Mission Resident Minister Rev. Ai Hironaka is shown with
his family. The temple and the minister’s residence were destroyed in the Maui
wildfires. (Courtesy of Rev. Ai Hironaka)

All of this was purchased
with  donations from the
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of
Hawaii and many others. All
the clothes 1 wear every day
dress me up with donations
from everyone.

Thank you very much.

Like me, the town of La-
haina will be dressed up with
donations from all over the
world.

This tie is not a fancy
brand, but now I have a special
tie that I don’t want to burn
for the rest of my life. Because
behind this simple necktie, the
thoughts of many people, not
just my wife, are packed.

All my photos from before
the iPhone era have been
burned.

Gone are photos of my chil-

dren when they were babies,
photos of when I was married,
and photos of myself when I
was a baby too.

Many of you must be as sad
as I am.

But folks, the photos taken
at your friend’s house or shelter
right now may be far more
valuable than the lost ones.

Casually taken photos at
shelter, showing strong ties
among family and friends.
Those photos are embraced by
the support and help of many
people.

These are the most beautiful
pictures of family and friends
desperately helping each other.

Things that we really don’t
want to burn — they did not
burn — life, human ties, hu-
man kindness, All that is still

Rev. Sasaki

Continued from Page 3

together.®
Like other IMOP partic-
ipants, Rev. Sasaki visited

temples and experienced tem-
ple activities. But he also gave
Dharma talks and also headed
up an online question-and-an-
swer session for about three
dozen minister’s assistants and
ministers.

Rev. Sasaki would like to
help spread the Jodo Shinshu
teachings. He also has two
dreams: One is to give a Ted

Talk about Jodo Shinshu and
the second is to help his son
become independent in the
United States.

Eiki has been severely
physically handicapped since
he was less than 4 months old,
when he suffered a subdural
hematoma. Eiki, now in his
20s, uses a wheelchair and
communicates with the help
of his mother.

Each year for the past 20
years, the Sasakis have visited
an institute for brain injured
children in  Philadelphia,
which Rev. Sasaki said is like
a second home to them.

In addition to his duties
in Kyoto, Rev. Sasaki is the
head priest of his family
temple near Lake Biwa. The
family stays in Kyoto during
the week and goes back to the
family temple on weekends.
He has also translated almost
all of the Pure Land sutras into
Japanese.

Rev. Sasaki and his family
enjoyed their stay in the Bay
Area and he thanked the BCA.

“Here, the spirit of Jodo
Shinshu is alive and well,”
Rev. Sasaki said.

“I am truly grateful. Thank
you, BCA.”

‘Dial the Dharma’ for Enlightening Messages

800-817-7918

Press 1 for English, Press 2 for Japanese

within us.

It seems like those who are
hurt become more sensitive to
the pain of others.

They seem to be more
mindful of others.

Lahaina, it will be a new
town rebuilt by those who have
been hurt.

Lahaina, a town of history,
aloha, tradition, culture, and
diversity, will become a great
town that incorporates new
values of humility, kindness,
and compassion.

One day the respected
elders will say, “If you want to
know the spirit of Aloha, go
to Lahaina!” It may become a
town where you can say that.

A town full of compassion,
it matches the local community
that we at Lahaina Hongwanji
Mission aim for.

We of Lahaina Hongwanji
Mission will also do our best
to rebuild this town of compas-
sion.

Finally, I would like to
praise the name of Amida
Buddha, who works in our
struggling hearts to relieve the
suffering.

Amida Buddha is the Bud-
dha of voice which delivered
Amida’s healing power to
peoples’ painful hearts. The

meaning of reciting Namo
Amida Butsu is,

“Strong one as strong, the
weak one as weak, the crying
people as crying, and I am
embracing you just as you
are now. You don’t have to be
strong, because you are not that
strong. You are not alone, you
are already embraced by me”.

Amida’s voice became my
voice, and it reaches my ears.

It is the Buddha, the voice
of wisdom and compassion.

Even if everything burns,
the voice of Buddha never
burned, but still shines and
embraces us.

Namo Amida Butsu

Namo Amida Butsu

May Peace prevail in La-
haina.

May Peace prevail in the
world.

May this event will raise
the eye level of Lahaina people
even just a lictle bit.

Namo Amida Butsu
Namo Amida Butsu
Lahaina Strong
Namo Amida Butsu
Namo Amida Butsu
Imua Imua Imua
Let’s go Lahaina
Nan Man dabu
Nan Man dabu

PAULA
ARAI

[ATR

TRAINOR

The Oxford Handbook of
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Winning Tsukemono Recipe: ‘(Not so) Spicy Asian Cucumber Salad’

Editor’s note: This is Ruth Terada’s
2022 winning entry in the Tsukemono
Festival ar the Buddhist Church of
Fowler: “(Not so) Spicy Asian Cucumber
Salad.”

Terada says: “A few months ago, I
bought a bag of little cucumbers from
Costco, and 1 wanted to make that
cucumber side dish that you get at
Korean restaurants. Saw this recipe on
Instagram. It may not be what you get
at Korean restaurants, but I like it any-
way. I changed the name to ‘(Not so)
Spicy Asian Cucumber Salad’ because
it’s not so spicy.”

Recipe (from hteps://christieath-
ome.com/blog/spicy-asian-cucum-
ber-salad/)

Spicy Asian Cucumber Salad. A
crispy, refreshing and spicy cucumber
salad. Seasoned with soy sauce, rice
vinegar, garlic, green onions, sugar,
sesame oil, sesame seeds and chili oil.
Perfect as a side dish.

Ingredients
6 mini cucumbers or Persian cu-

cumbers

2 teaspoon salt to drain water

Dressing:

1 tablespoon regular soy sauce

2 cloves garlic minced

1 tablespoon rice vinegar or white
vinegar

1 tablespoon Chinese chili oil

1 tablespoon white granulated sugar

1 teaspoon sesame oil

1 teaspoon sesame seeds

2 tablespoon green onion finely
sliced

Instructions:

Wash cucumbers and cut off the
ends.

Place one cucumber between two
chopsticks that you don’t mind nick-
ing up (like takeout chopsticks). Make
thin diagonal slices on the top. Then
flip the cucumber over and do the same
on the other side. Then cut the cucum-
ber into halves. Repeat for remaining
cucumbers. Transfer to a large bowl.
Alternatively, you can thinly slice your
cucumbers, too.

Sprinkle salt over cucumbers and

Spicy Asig n
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Ruth Terada, left, is shown with Mallory Shiroyama with the winning Tsukemono Festival recipe in
2022 at the Buddhist Church of Fowler. (Courtesy of Khanh Ly)

gently massage into them. Let cucum-
bers soak in salt for five minutes (no
more than 10 minutes or they will
break down). Rinse with cold water at
least three to four times to completely

remove the salt. Strain and set aside.
Combine dressing ingredients in a
separate bowl.
Pour dressing over cucumbers and
gently mix. Enjoy!
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Mallory Shiroyama is shown with her second-place “Fukujinsuke” recipe. At right, Miko Shudo and Mark Nakata sample the entries in the Tsukemono Festival. (Courtesy of Khanh Ly)

Tsukemono

Continued from Page 1

which he
goodzuke.”

because of health issues. Blake
Honda used Betty Mayebo’s
winning recipe from 2003,
renamed “Fuken-

Marc Sanwo submitted two

California

Association have

nothing could

Young Buddhist
witnessed
our family traditions change
throughout the years. While
replace

FYI

The third Tsukemono Festival
will be held on Saturday, Nov.

the 11, at the Cortez Buddhist

of Fowler.
On the day of the event,
there were 17 tsukemono

entries. Each was displayed
on a uniform plate with a
description that included the
name of the dish, main ingre-
dients, how long it had been
aged, and any relevant story
about the source of the recipe.
Each taster was given a small
plate and four tickets to vote
on their favorite entries. With
so many delicious contestants,
it was hard to keep them all
straight!

The tsukemono tasting was
paired with a chicken teriyaki
bento or barazushi bowl pre-
pared by the Honda family.

After the voting was
tallied, the top four winners
were announced. Third place
was a tie between Roy Hira-
bayashi’s “Sanbaizuke” and
Alice Fujikawa’s “Nasubi No
Karashizuke.” Second place
was  Mallory  Shiroyama’s
“Fukujinzuke”  recipe, and
the overall winner was Ruth
Terada and her “(Not so)
Spicy  Asian  Cucumbers.”

recipes from his grandparents:
“Mustard Green Takana” and
“Karashi Zuke Nasubi.” Roy
Hirabayshi entered a “San-
baizuke” recipe that he adapt-
ed from my grandmother,

memories of busy and bustling
mochitsukis, Obons, and os-
hogatsu gatherings, it felt spe-
cial to recreate a new Dharma
family tradition that centers
our collective gratitude and
appreciation for our tsuke-

Many of us in the Central California Young Buddhist Association have
witnessed our family traditions change throughout the years. While nothing

could replace the memories of busy and bustling mochitsukis, Obons,
and oshogatsu gatherings, it felt special to recreate a new Dharma family
tradition that centers our collective gratitude and appreciation for our
tsukemono culture and Japanese immigrant community.

Tayoko Honda won the “spe-
cial mention” award with her
umeboshi that has been aged
for more than 30 years!

Like the stories preserved
in my grandmother’s jars, the
Tsukemono Festival was an
opportunity for reflection and
gratitude.

Tayoko Honda’s umeboshi
was her sister Margaret’s reci-
pe. Margaret couldn’t make it

Aki Shiroyama. Aiko Kamine
entered a cabbage tsukemono
that she learned from a neigh-
bor who has since passed away,
and added, “She was my best
neighbor.”

The event was dedicated
in memory of Uncle Tom
and Kev Nagata, the original
Tsukemono Festival creators.

Many of us in the Central

mono culture and Japanese
immigrant community.

We gathered in the Central
Valley and celebrated the art
of tsukemono, and we plan to
do so again on Saturday, Nov.
11, at the Cortez Buddhist
Church, 12985 Cortez Ave.,
Turlock, California.  The
festival will follow the Cortez
Howakai Post Harvest Service.

Church, 12985 Cortez Ave,
Turlock, California. The festival
follows the Cortez Howakai
Post Harvest Service. The
service starts at 10:30 a.m.
and will feature guest speaker
Blake Honda. There will be a
potluck following the service,
where there will be tsukemono
tasting and voting. Please visit
https://www.instagram.com/
tsukemonofestival/ for recipes,
pictures, and information about
this year’s event.

The service begins at 10:30
a.m. and will feature guest
speaker Blake Honda.

There will be a potluck
following the service, where
there will be tsukemono tast-
ing and voting. If you’d like to
submit an entry, please come
before service between 9:30 to
10:15 a.m. Refreshments will
be provided.

Please visit hteps://www.
instagram.com/tsukemonofes-
tival/ for recipes, pictures, and
information about this year’s
event.
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Fast forward to the pres-
ent, and Correia is now a
Minister’s Assistant with the
Monterey Peninsula Buddhist
Temple (MPBT), and his wife
and young daughter are active
Sangha members, too.

In the intervening decade,
Correia described all of his
“first timer” experiences —
the first time he heard the
word “Dharma,” the first time
he attended a Sunday service
at MPBT, and the first time
he heard the word “Sangha.”
And he spoke about how
Jodo Shinshu Buddhism has
transformed his life. He now
considers the Sangha part of
his own family.

Correia and Orange Coun-
ty Buddhist Church (OCBC)
President Jo Ann Tanioka
spoke about the benefits of
being part of a Sangha during
the BCA National Council
Meeting’s Town Hall on “The
Benefits of Following the Shin
Buddhist Path.” The online
event was held Feb. 18.

Correia, a U.S. Army
veteran who served as a M-1
A-1 tank crew member with
the famed and historic 1st
Calvary Division, works at
Walter Colton Middle School
in Monterey as a community
liaison, where he also teaches
leadership and yearbook class-
es.

His Nembutsu path began
with an interest in martial
arts.

“Around 2013, I had want-
ed to start doing martial arts,”
he said. “I was trying to find
a martial arts program for
me and my daughter Isabel,
so I start looking online and
I came across this martial
arts program and it’s called
Shorinji Kempo. That looks
pretty cool, and it turns out
that it’s at the Monterey Pen-
insula Buddhist Temple.”

Correia contacted Shorinji
Kempo Monterey Branch
Master Kazuki Arita, a 7th
degree black belt, who told
him he was welcome to come
and watch a class.

“I show up and I started
watching,” he recalled. “It
was really cool because after
they warm up, they do basics,
punches and kicks. And then
after they warm up, they
started to read something in
Japanese. Wow, this is pretty
awesome. It turned out what
they were reading was part
of the “Diamond Sutra” (a
Mahayana Buddhist sutra,
and one of the most influen-
tial Mahayana sutras in East
Asia and prominent in Zen
Buddhism).

“After they were done
reading, they sat down, and
then they began to meditate,”
Correia said. “I'm sitting here
and I'm thinking, ‘How is this
martial arts? What exactly is
this?” This is really, really
cool.

“After that, they get up
and finish reading more of the
‘Diamond Sutra,” and then
they sit down in front of the

David Correia, a Minister’s Assistant at the Monterey Peninsula Buddhist Temple, talks about his Nembutsu path during a
BCA National Council Meeting Town Hall on the benefits of Shin Buddhism. (Courtesy of Jon Kawamoto)

chalkboard,” he said. “Arita
Sensei stands up and he has a
talk about the Buddha and the
Dharma. And once again, I'm
thinking, ‘Is this martial arts?’
So, as I'm listening to him, I
was really confused, but at
the same time, it was really
catching my attention — this
kindness to others, why we
don’t throw the first punch,
and all these other things.
“But I knew all about this
stuff,” he said. “I knew who
the Buddha was. The Buddha
was that fat dude that you see
in the restaurant that’s for
good luck. That’s who the
Buddha was. I knew all these
things, but what’s this ‘Dhar-
ma’ thing? I've got to find out
what this ‘Dharma’ thing is.”

class, he would hear — and
learn — more about the Bud-
dha and the Dharma.

“And I found out that I was
wrong about who the Buddha
was,  Correia said.

“My senses were alive with
the smells of the Buddhist
temple, and just how beautiful
it was,” he said. “There’s one
thing about Monterey temple
with the wood — I’m sure it’s
like that at a lot of temples
— there’s just this smell and
a sense of something amazing
that gets you and won’t let

go'ﬁ?
He saw the temple and

thought: “I have to learn more
about what this Buddhism
thing is.”

Correia was nervous about

here before. 1 don’t know
what I’'m doing.’
“She says, ‘Oh, that’s cool.

You can come sit with me and

. ’»
my family.
Correia was amazed by the
entire experience — being

introduced to other Sangha
members, listening to Rev.
Shinseki’s Dharma talk, and
hearing the chanting.

“It was just amazing how
nice someone could be to
someone,” he said. “She didn’t
even know me. She didn’t
care about the tattoos I had.
She didn’t care about the fact
that I was Hispanic or I was
out of place. It didn’t matter.
The people at the temple were
focused on something else.

“What’s so different about

“I love learning about Jodo Shinshu Buddhism. I love this feeling. I love the
fact that I was becoming a new person .... These people at this temple were
no longer just people I would run into. These people were now my friends.

These people were now my family. These people were now my Sangha ....
These people are part of my journey, as I am now a Minister’s Assistant. This
journey is not done alone. It’s impossible. Anybody that says, I want to go
on this path all by myself. I can do everything by myself.” No, you are totally
mistaken on that. We need each other to get on that path.”

— David Correia, Minister’s Assistant at Monterey Peninsula Buddhist Temple

Correia was sold on the
martial arts. After the class,
he told Arita Sensei that he
wanted to join.

When Correia attended
a Shorinji Kempo Monterey
class for the first time, he
was “expecting all these egos.
Once again, I'm judging
everyone to have an ego and
here I have one. So, I'm listen-
ing. 'm watching, but I was
wrong. Everybody was so nice
to me. They all approached
me — ‘Welcome to Shorinji
Kempo.” Nobody bowed, they
all gasshoed.”

It’s required that everyone
cleans at Monterey Shorinji
Kempo, regardless of rank. “I
started to realize that no mat-
ter what their rank was, no
matter who the person was,
they were all equals,” he said.
“And that’s when I began to
learn.”

Every time he came to

going to the temple, so he
emailed MPBT Resident Min-
ister Rev. Jay Shinseki and
asked him several questions
beforehand.

“Rev. Shinseki tells me,
‘Don’t worry about it, David
— come as you are, you'll be
fine, and everybody will help
you out.’ I still remember that
email — and I still have it.”

The big day comes —
Correia’s first day visiting the
Monterey Peninsula Buddhist
Temple for a Sunday service.

“So I go over there,” he
recalled. “I get out of my car.
I start walking toward the
temple. I'm like, “This is so
dumb. 'm not going to do
this. I can’t do this.” I didn’t
know what I'm doing. I turn
around and start walking to
my car and all of a sudden, I
hear, ‘Oh, excuse me, are you
new to the temple?’ I'm like,
‘Yeah, I am. I've never been

this place? I started to figure
it out when this thing called
a three-fold refuge was right
— ‘I look to the Buddha for
guidance, I look to the Dhar-
ma for guidance, I look to the
Sangha for guidance.’

“Here’s another word 1
need to figure out,” he said,
referring to “Sangha.”

One thing led to another.
The MPBT Sangha asked
Correia if he would like to
bring his daughter to Dharma
School, and he agreed.

“lI am just so grateful for
how they treat her and she
just thinks the world of it,” he
said. His daughter eventually
ended up joining Monterey
Sorinji Kempo, too.

“I have this craving — and
I know craving can be bad,”
he said. “However, I felt that
this was a good craving. Some-
thing that you know wasn’t
going to harm me or do me

wrong. I love learning about
Jodo Shinshu Buddhism. I
love this feeling. I love the
fact that I was becoming a
new person.

“These people at this tem-
ple were no longer just people
I would run into,” he contin-
ued. “These people were now
my friends. These people were
now my family. These people
were now my Sangha. So they
began to guide me and my
daughter, who was coming
more often with me on this
new path, so I was learning
more about myself every day.

“These people are part of
my journey, as I am now a
Minister’s Assistant,” he con-
tinued. “This journey is not
done alone. It’s impossible.
Anybody that says, ‘I want to
go on this path all by myself. I
can do everything by myself.’
No, you are totally mistaken
on that. We need each other
to get on that path. You need
these people to guide you.
That is how we learn to be-
come better people.”

Correia said he had dinner
with a friend in Los Angeles
and then the conversation
turned into a revealing talk.

“I’'m sitting there talking
to them and they’re just
staring at me and they're
like, ‘Hold on, David. Can
I say something? I need to
be straightforward. You have
changed so much.’

“lI started to realize —
‘“Wow, I really have changed.’
I just didn’t see it because it
was just becoming part of who
I was,” he said.

He talked about the
Sangha when the Watsonville
temple was flooded on New
Year’s Eve 2022, the result
of a nearby levee break. The
Hondo was left intact, but the
rains damaged the parsonage
garage and storage under the
kitchen and gymnasium.

“I was hoping there’s going
to be enough people to help
out,” Correia recalled when he
and his family arrived at the
temple on New Year’s Day.
“That is an understatement
about what I saw. There were
all these people there. There
was water, mud and muck.
It was still raining and it was
everywhere. But no matter
what, people were still help-
ing. People even had smiles
on their faces.

“So this is what was earlier
confusing to me about what
the word ‘Sangha’ was — but
I knew, in my heart, now what
a Sangha truly is,” he said. “It
is the people at the temples,
all the temples, not just
Monterey, Watsonville, and
Salinas, all of the temples. It
is these people that continue
to show love and kindness,
wisdom and compassion.

“These are the people that
are the heart of Buddhism, the
heart of the Dharma. They
are my Sangha. They are my
family.”

Next: Orange County
Buddhist Church (OCBC)
President Jo Ann Tanioka
speaks about the many bene-
fits of being part of a Sangha.
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Rev. Ko Nakagawa and Rev. Asano Fukui, Fuken Guest Speakers.

Idaho Oregon Buddhist Temple
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