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Northwest District to Host Ministers, National Council, NW District Convention

The BCA’s Northwest District
Council will host the ministers and
National Council meetings from Feb.
18-23 with the theme “Dana for World
Peace” at the Hyatt Regency Lake
Washington in Renton, Washington.

What’s notable about this year’s
National Council Meeting will be
its ratification of the election by the
Joint Selection Committee of a new
Bishop-Elect, subsequently ratified by
the National Board, and its ratification
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2020 BCA National Council Meeting &
73rd Annual Northwest District Convention
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of the election of six new lay Executive
Committee officers by the National
Board, including a new BCA President.

In addition, the Institute of Buddhist
Studies and the Center for Buddhist
Education will host a symposium titled
“Prayers for the World” at the Hyatt

Regency Lake Washington.

This year’s ministers and National
Council meetings and the symposium
are being held along with the 73rd An-
nual Northwest District Convention.

The events will begin with the Min-
isters Association Kyokucho Meeting
on Feb. 18 and the Ministers Associa-
tion meeting Feb. 19-20.

From 1 to 5 p.m. Feb. 20, the IBS
and CBE will present the symposium,
which is free and open to the public.

It will consist of three presentations:
“Living with Prayers for the World:
As We Take Amida Buddha’s Vows
As Our Own” by Rev. Dr. David
Matsumoto, president of IBS; “Shin
Buddhist Thoughts on World Peace in
the Age of Buddhist Modernism” by
Rev. Dr. Mitsumi Fujiwara Wondra,
resident minister of Orange County
Buddhist Church; and, “How Shinjin

Continued on Page 5

The Cherry Blossomz: Three Buddhist Musicians Sing the Dharma Together

Group’s Contemporary
Gatha ‘Namo Amida Butsu’
Song Is Highlight at
TechnoBuddha, WBWC

By John Mullins
Berkeley Buddhist Temple

For the 10th anniversary of Tech-
noBuddha in 2017, Lisa Horikawa
(Florin), Miko Shudo (Oxnard), and
Emily Yoshihara (Orange County) did
something they had never done before:
They presented a new, original gatha at
morning service.

Developed with Miharu Okamura
(Oakland), “Namo Amida Butsu” is a
contemporary gatha that looks to the
Nembutsu as a source of guidance in our
lives when we experience tough times.

It was also an opportunity for the
three friends to come together as Bud-
dhist musicians — who named them-
selves The CherryBlossomz “with a z”
— after growing up in different temples.

Before its TechnoBuddha premiere,
The CherryBlossomz offered to teach

The Cherry Blossomz perform at the 16th World Buddhist Women’s Convention banquet on Aug.

31 in San Francisco. Shown, from left, are Miko Shudo of the Oxnard Buddhist Temple, Lisa
Horikawa of the Florin Buddhist Church and Emily Yoshihara of the Orange County Buddhist Church.
(Courtesy of Mark Shigenaga)

“Namo Amida Butsu” to attendees who
wanted to learn in advance, and many
people came to the Friday night rehears-
al session.

“That felt good because on Saturday
morning, we had those people who

already knew the song,” Horikawa
recalled. “As performers, we feel that
support, that energy, that love, and that
really helps us because even if we've
been doing this for a long time, it’s still
scary.”

The gatha became a highlight of
TechnoBuddha for many attendees,
including Bishop Rev. Kodo Umezu.
After the service, he asked The Cher-
ryBlossomz to save the dates for the
World Buddhist Women’s Convention
(WBWC) — two years in advance.

If you're
interested

For more information about The Cher-
ryBlossomz, you can find the group’s
videos on YouTube or Facebook by
searching for “CherryBlossomz.”

If your church or temple is interested
in the sheet music for “Namo Amida
Butsu,” please e-mail thecherryblos-
somz3@gmail.com.

In gratitude for the opportunity to per-
form at WBWC, The CherryBlossomz
will forward any donations for sheet
music to BWA.

Between 2017 and 2019, they
performed as The CherryBlossomz or
with other groups, including singing the
national anthem at Los Angeles Dodgers
and Los Angeles Clippers games.

When the date finally arrived to sing

Continued on Page 5

IBS, BCA Officials Fondly

Recall an Icon —

By Rev. Dr. David Ryoe Matsumoto
IBS President

How do you
measure a person’s

value? How do
you identify the
importance of a

person’s life?
Those are big
questions and
often we feel the
need to answer
them in a big way.
We expect deep, philosophical insights
or think that we should look to world
leaders, sports heroes or famous artists.
But sometimes the value and im-
portance of a person are not hard to
find. With some people you just know.
You just know because of who that
person is and what that person does.

Richard Endo

Richard Endo

With Richard Endo, you just knew.

Rich’s life exemplified the values of
family, friendship, community, love
and faith. His actions were grounded
in trust and gratitude; they were made
effective by a commitment to his be-
liefs; they were important because he
was motivated by values that he knew
were bigger than himself.

Rich was first and foremost a family
man. A member of the extended Endo
clan, Rich was devoted to his beloved
wife, Emilie, his daughters, Traci and
Christine, their husbands, Mike and
Hideki, and his grandchildren, Ma-
son, Kendall, Emi, and Ko. His love
for them and the commitment he gave
to them were total, unflinching and
unceasing.

Rev. Dr. Seigen Yamaoka, BCA
Minister and Bishop Emeritus, recalled

Continued on Page 5
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BCA for
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more

11, 2019, in Niigata, Japan. He was

Rev. Fujii was visiting his mother
in Japan at the time of his passing. He
had recently submitted the Japanese
Dharma message in the December
Wheel of Dharma titled, “The Life
After Death.”

Rev. Fujii was born and raised in
Sado Island, Niigata, Japan, famous

for their professional taiko groups
such as Ondekoza and Kodoh. Com-

Southern Alameda
County Minister, Passes Away

ing from a background of economics,
psychology, sociology, and ultimate-
ly, Buddhism and Jodo Shinshu,
his working career started out at a
computer company in Tokyo. He
realized, however, that he did not
know anything about himself and or
the future direction that his current
job would take him.

This
led him to .
study  ac  INside
the Central g0\ it 0 rey kodo
College of Umezu’s remembrance of
Buddhism Rev. Fujii's contributions,
(Chuo lessons. Page 2
Bukkyo Ga-

kuin) in Kyoto, which would lead to
the start of his ministerial career with
the BCA. Rev. Fujii also achieved
the title of Registered Jodo Shinshu

Continued on Page 4
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As Fujii

By Rev. Kodo Umezu
BCA Bishop

Rev. Doei Fujii, who is
the same age as me, suddenly
passed away on December 11
at the age of 69 while visiting
his family in Niigata, Japan.

When I received a call from
Mrs. Fujii, I was so shocked
and couldn’t believe what
she was saying. I am still not
accepting it. His dedication
to the Buddhist Churches of
America for over 40 years as
a Kaikyoshi minister has been

very much appreciated by all
of us. I would like to extend
our deepest condolences to
the Fujii family and relatives.

It just so happened that
in the December issue of
the Wheel of Dharma, the
Japanese Dharma message by
Fujii Sensei appeared and,
miraculously, the title of the
article was “The Life After
Death.” I feel that this is a
karmic encouragement for me
to write about his message.

He used to read many
books, covering a variety of
subject matters. He and I used
to have long-heated discus-
sions on the Buddha-Dharma
whenever we got together. In
his article, he wrote about
his deep appreciation of Jodo
Shinshu by quoting some
words of Shinran Shonin. I
would like to summarize his
article in English.

We are born as human
beings as a result of myriads of
causes and conditions. We have
been transmigrating the cycle of
birth-and-death for countless
numbers of years. Only now,

WHEEL OF DHARMA

Sensei Wrote, Let Us

Be Guided by Buddha’s Light

while living as human beings,
are we able to find the way to
terminate the endless cycle of
birth-and-death.

The path is shown to us from
Amida Buddha as “Come ro my
land by reciting my Name.” We
are not expected to always be
grateful. We are nor expected
to be born into Amida’s land
after learning and/or memoriz-
ing some sacred scriptures. We
are expected to come to Amida’s
land just by reciting Amida’s
Name. This is the only way
out of the endless cycle of pain
and suffering. Our mind is not
reliable at all. Our feeling of
gratitude does nor lasr long.
Our learning does not take us
from this world of suffering to
the World of Light.

Only through accepting the
call from the World of Light
are we able to terminate the
endless cycle of pain and suf-
fering.

He concluded his message
by saying, “I think the most
Sfearful thing in our life is nor
to hear the Buddha-Dharma.”

This became his last mes-

sage to all of us.

On February 14, we will
observe Nirvana Day. This
is the day that Shakyamuni
Buddha entered into Nirvana.
He instructed his disciples
to make the Dharma a light
just before he entered into
Nirvana.

He always emphasized
that we should exert ourselves
single-mindedly and quickly
escape from the fiery and
pitiful world of delusion. He
also reminded us that whatev-
er is in this world will decay
without exception.

The Dharma is, indeed,
the light in our life. It is here
for us and is with us always.
The light is coming from the
world of true-reality to let us
know about our delusion. The
light comes to us as the call-
ing of “Namo-Amida-Buddha
(“Take refuge in the infinite
wisdom and compassion”).”
In this human world of de-
lusion, we are able to hear
and appreciate the call from

Continued on Page 5

This February, Share Nembutsu With Loved Ones

“The weakness of our relationships with each other

Is the result of us thinking about ourselves more

than others.”

— “Moving Forward Just As You Are” by Monshu Kojun Ohtani

By Rev. Seijo Naomi Nakano
San Luis Obispo Buddhist Church

February is a month of
love and this year we have an
extra day to relish in it.

It is a time to express
our compassion and intense
feeling of affection. It can be
a time of engagements and
marriages.

I enjoy performing wed-
dings even though they are
few and far in between. It is a
time when everyone is happy
except when mishaps occur.
Yet there is always a solution
and we only have to stand
back, draw in a breath of air
and exhale, reciting Namu
Amida Butsu.

When a couple decides on
a union, it is a commitment
of trust, honor and patience.
It is also a joint venture with
two other families; they have
now joined the groom and
bride’s family as one. With
these two other families,
there may be times when
time is divided between the
families, miscommunications
or misunderstandings.

Because everything is in

a constant flux of change,
our relationships may also
change. With the strength of
the teachings and Nembutsu,
we can conquer that which
may come between families.

With each feeling of
tenderness and compassion,
there will be times when
words may be exchanged and
those feelings will be said out
of anger or frustration. This
love can change into dislike
for the person we promised
to understand and share in
compassion.

At this time, this couple
has forgotten their vows and
they act out of hurt. A good
friend was angry at her son
and she said, ”I love my son
but at this time I do not like
him.”

However, when the “dust
has settled,” it is back to
smiles, compassion  and,
hopefully, apologies and love.
Yet we have to examine with-
in our own selves what part

we played in this frustrating
time. We cannot blame the
other person for it takes two
to engage in arguments and
misunderstandings.

Breathe in, breathe out
while reciting Namu Ami-
da Butsu. Monshu Kojun
Ohtani wrote: “... If each
person treats his/her own life
and that of other people with
preciousness, then we have a
wonderful relationship where
each person is illuminated as
they support each other in
life.”

Unfortunately, with love,
there is also a parting. We
learned and lived a full life
with this beloved one, build-
ing a home filled with value,
maybe with children or not.
Whatever the circumstances
are, we live together in com-
mon perception, same beliefs
and wisdom. We learn to
sympathize and know of our

Continued on Page 6

We Can Think, Say, Act With Kindness in

)| 2

By Rev. Ron Miyamura
Midwest Buddhist Temple

Shin Buddhism
Shinshu Buddhism) is

(Jodo

often

difficult to explain because
we do not have any “physical
practice” like sitting meditation
or esoteric rituals. The beauty
and profound depth of Shin
spirituality is found in being
ordinary human beings.
Historically, Shin Buddhism
was discovered by Shinran.
It was Siddharthartra who
discovered  “Enlightenment”;
he did not create it, rather he
found or discovered what was
always there. In a like manner,
Shinran discovered “Shinjin”
(“Awakening”)  which

was

always there.  The sense of
discovery or awakening has to
be a personal experience. It is
teachers or ministers who can
point the way to start, but in
the final analysis, it has to be
discovered by the experiences
of each person.

Shinran discovered that one
did not have to be rich or smart
or male or female or whatever.
Whoever we are, we all have
hindrances and limitations.
Rather than trying to get rid
of these hindrances and limita-
tions, we use them to go beyond

Our Lives

them to awaken to the gift of
wisdom and compassion that is
Amida Buddha.

It sounds so simple and it
has taken me a long time to re-
alize that it is really impossible
to teach wisdom or compassion
or any of those concepts that we
use. We can’t even define these
words because, for example,
compassion is something we
have or we don’t have. We can-
not earn compassion, we cannot
purchase compassion, we can

Continued on Page 5
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[PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Highlighting 2018-2020 BCA Achievements

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Rick Stambul
BCA President

Thich Nhat Hanh, Viet-
namese monk and Zen master,
has commented that “the best
way to take care of the future
is to take care of the present
moment.”

As the end of my term as
BCA President approaches, I
am humbled by the commit-
ment of hundreds if not thou-
sands of our members devoted
to taking care of BCA’s present
moment.

I have far too many people
to thank for the progress we
have made together to fit
within this article. I intend to
address this in my final column
appearing next month. Instead,
I will highlight some BCA
achievements that may well im-
pact the future of Jodo Shinshu
in America in a positive way.

I am most grateful for the
work and the dedication of the
men and women who served
on the 2018 and 2019 BCA
Executive Committee (Exec
Com), National Board (NB),
and National Council (NC).
Some of our accomplishments
include:

The Bloomquist case.
The epic story of BCA’s legal
battle to win the Bloomquist

Estate case is remarkable.
We prevailed in the courts
because of the unflagging

financial support of the BCA
Endowment Foundation (EF),
and the unanimous support of
the BCA Exec Com, the NB,
the NC, and the Institute of
Buddhist Studies (IBS). Our
success resulted in more than
$1 million to be overseen
by IBS and $125,000 for an
educational endowment to
promote Buddhist education.
The broad strokes of this tale
are summarized in “A Dog,
the Pope, and the Buddha,”
which appeared in the January
2020 edition of our Wheel of
Dharma, while the heart of
this achievement is eloquently
described in the companion
piece by Rev. Dr. David Ryoe
Matsumoto, president of IBS.
The details of this odyssey can
be found in the Bloomquist
Report to the 2020 National
Council.

BCA Archives. Senior
librarians at UCLA tell us that
our BCA Archives is the most
important archival collection
of Japanese American and
Buddhist-related 20th century
history in the world. I had the
honor of working together with
our BCA Archives and Histor-
ical Preservation Committee to
safeguard our collection and
ensure its future growth for all
of us, and for future genera-
tions.

The substantial collection,
which consists of more than
330 linear feet, was deposited

at the Japanese American
National Museum in Los
Angeles (JANM) in 1999.

Almost four years ago, JANM
informed BCA that the an-
nual cost to continue archival
maintenance of the collection
would increase by more than
60 percent each year because of
rising costs and other factors,
and would include an hourly
charge for scholars wishing to
use its invaluable resources.
These additional expenses were
unsustainable for BCA.

During the past
years, I met many times with
the BCA Archives Committee

to explore alternative institu-

several

the collection, as it has in past
decades.

Social Welfare Commit-
tee. Our Social Welfare Com-
mittee is composed of our nine
Directors at Large. All of the
funds used by this committee
come from our Thanksgiving
collection and not from our
BCA budget or member dues.
The committee is dedicated to
outreach intended to improve
the lives of thousands of de-
serving people.

During the past two years,
the committee has aided:
victims of the 2018 Northern
California fires; those suffering
from the massive flooding and
losses on Kauai and the Big
Island in Hawaii; victims of the
2019 Paradise Fire in Califor-

paign.” BCA and the BCA EF
will belaunching anew “Capital
Campaign” at the 2020 NCM
to spread the Dharma, promote
Jodo Shinshu, and continue
our significant support of the
Institute of Buddhist Studies;
Temple  Security and
Safety. Many BCA temples
have  established  security
programs for the safety of its
members and visitors while
most have not. FBI hate-crime
statistics show that incidents
against faith-based institutions
increased 34.8 percent from
2014-2018, with an attack just
last December on a Buddhist
temple in Las Vegas. BCA
began a focus on security in
earnest this past year and we
will be presenting a seminar on

“ ... the best way to take care of the future is to
take care of the present moment.” — Thich Nhat Hanh

tions to house and maintain
our collection. Through the
support of the Exec Com, NB,
and NC, our entire collection
was transferred to its new home
at UCLA, where it will be dig-
itized for online access by the
public and will be maintained
in perpetuity. It will continue
to grow in the future with new
contributions from all of our
temples and churches.

The BCA Archives at UCLA
will shortly be available to our
ministers and to scholars free
of charge. BCA will never again

incur any expense to maintain

nia; and to other organizations
aiding those suffering from the
deprivation of basic human
needs with the ultimate goal
of helping them attain a way
of life that promotes mental,
physical, and religious well-be-
ing.

There have been other no-
table achievements during the
past two years:

Renegotiation of JSC loan.
We successfully renegotiated
the JSC loan with the BCA EF
to avoid the balloon payment
due in 2024;

Launch of “Capital Cam-

“Temple Security and Safety”
at the February 2020 NCM;
and

Consent Agenda at NBM.
The biannual meetings of our
NB have been streamlined by
the adoption of a Consent
Agenda format permitting time
for its members to discuss mat-
ters of consequence informally.

These represent a few high-
lights of the past two years.

This is our “present mo-
ment” that will, in small steps,
continue to promote the future
of Shin Buddhism in America.
Namoamidabutsu.

Mountain View Temple
Honors Nearly 100 Keiro Kai

The Mountain View Buddhist Temple held its annual Eitaikyo service and

Keiro Kai luncheon on Nov. 17. The temple recognized three individuals who
turned 100 years old: Mr. Clark Nakamura, Mrs. Haruko Nakano and BCA
Minister Emeritus Rev. Ensei Nekoda. Shown, from left, are master of
ceremonies Mike Inouye, Resident Minister Rev. Yushi Mukojima, BWA
President Reiko Murakami, Keiro Kai Chair Craig Hamasaki, Rev. Nekoda and
YBA President Stacey Kawabata. (Courtesy of Eric Arakaki)

The Mountain View Bud-
dhist Temple held its annual
Eitaikyo service and Keiro Kai
luncheon on Nov. 17 with
guest speaker Rev. Dennis
Fujimoto, resident minister
at the Buddhist Temple of
Alameda.

Rev. Fujimoto gave a
Dharma talk for the Dharma
School students, followed by
an adult Dharma talk.

Immediately following

the service, the Keiro Kai
luncheon was held to honor
temple members 70 years
and older with the theme of
“Honor.”

A total of 97 Keiro Kai
members  attended.  The
temple has lost 14 Keiro Kai
members in the past year, so
i’s important to recognize
them as they are the reason

Continued on Page 6

The Honor of Serving as the Chaplain
of California State Assembly

By Rev. Patti Oshita
Chaplain of California
State Assembly

In 2016, after 33 years,
Rev. Bob Oshita and I retired
from the Sacramento Betsuin.

Just months before retir-
ing, we were invited by the
Speaker of the California State
Assembly, Anthony Rendon,
to become the chaplains for
the state Assembly.

We were truly honored
to be asked, for this is not a
position one can apply for
or request. Understanding
the commitment, we humbly
accepted the invitation.

Not only were we the first
Buddhist ministers to serve
the Assembly, but Speaker
Rendon added that we would
also become the first husband
and wife to serve in this ca-
pacity.

In December 2016, we
were sworn in as chaplains and
officers of the state Assembly to
serve a two year term.

As chaplains, we are required
to open each floor session with a
prayer. Since petitionary prayer
is not a part of our tradition,

—
Jizm

California State Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon announced Jan. 9 that
for the first time, the three “non-member” officers of the state Assembly are
women. The Assembly Chief Clerk & Parliamentarian is Sue Parker, the
Assembly Chief Sargent-at-Arms is Alyssa Buckley and the Lead Chaplain is
Rev. Patti Oshita. (Courtesy of Rev. Bob Oshita)

we open the Assembly sharing
“Reflections.”

We end every reflection re-
citing O-Nembutsu. We have
come to feel that when we use
technical Buddhist words or
phrases, they must be defined
immediately.  Otherwise, we
are just mumbling sounds that
have no meaning for those we
are trying to reach. And so, after

reciting “Namo Amida Butsu,”
we add, “With Kindness and
Gratitude beyond words.” We
feel this captures the essence of
O-Nembutsu.

Serving that first term was a
challenging honor. As our two-
year term was ending, Speaker
Rendon invited us to continue

Continued on Page 6
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Alameda Sangha Celebrates Mrs. Terao’s 100th
135 People Attend Special Party for Bomori of Late Minister

By Jackie Ito-Woo
Buddhist Temple of Alameda

A crowd of approximately 135
people turned out at the Buddhist
Temple of Alameda to celebrate a
milestone -- the 100th birthday of
Mrs. Joyce Terao, wife of the late
Resident Minister Rev. Eiyu Terao,
on Dec. 15.

Rev. Terao was the Resident
Minister at the Alameda temple
from 1961 until he retired in 1978.

Mrs. Terao has been an integral
part of the temple and its activities
ever since the Teraos arrived. She
created the recipe for the beef curry
dish, served for decades at the curry
booth at the temple’s bazaar, and
she’s also the “go-to” person for
guidance on just about any topic.

Although Mrs. Terao is well
known and respected by hundreds
of people, space limitations required
the invitation list to be pared down
to just those who had a direct con-
nection with the Temple.

Eddie Matsuoka was the master
of ceremonies and the festivities
began with a toast by Mas Takano.

Alameda Vice Mayor John Knox
White then read a proclamation in
Mrs. Terao’s honor from the City of
Alameda, followed by Karen Fong’s
reading of the congratulatory letter
from California Gov. Gavin New-
som.

Rev. Dennis Fujimoto presented
congratulations and gifts from the
BCA and Hongwanji.

The program continued with
three people, representing different

Alameda Vice Mayor John Knox White
presents a proclamation to Mrs. Joyce Terao
at a party celebrating her 100th birthday.
The event was held at the Buddhist Temple
of Alameda on Dec. 15. (Courtesy of Ronald
Nakano)

generations, sharing their tributes
to Mrs. Terao: Morgan Hashimoto,
Amy Tomine and Jean Sato.

Dorothy Okamoto orchestrated
a “Happy Birthday” tribute with the
participation of Kenny Narahara,
Hiko Shimamoto, Howard Shintani,
Mas Takano and Ron Tsuchiya.

“I am just overwhelmed and
full of gratitude for the beautiful,
heartfelt party given to me. Your
kind and warm friendship over the
years has made my life a cruly happy
one. I am forever grateful to all my
friends and to the Buddhist Temple
of Alameda,” Mrs. Terao said.

0,
BUDDHIST TEMPLE
OF ALAMEDA “5

CELEBRATING

-100 YEARS
OF GRATITUDE

Rev. Eiyu Terao and Mrs. Joyce Terao are
shown in this mid-1950s photograph in
Spokane, Washington. (Courtesy of Lenni
Terao)

Richard St. Clair

The Awesome

Sangha

By Richard St. Clair

Editor’s note:
Richard St. Clair is a
composer, musician,
poet and student of
Buddhbism. He is also
an  administrative
assistant at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of
Technology. St. Clair
said  his  Dharma
practice is listening

deeply to the teach-

ings of Shakyamuni Buddha and especially
Shinran Shonin and Rennyo Shonin. “My

Sfaith

in the saving power of Amida Buddha is

my rock,” St. Clair states.

A gift of the Buddha sublime,
This Sangha, Amida’s great gift,
Leads to Salvation all beings adrift

In samsaric seas since endless time.

My Dharma friends here are a treasure
Gifted me by Amida’s Great Love;
From His Lotus Seat reigning above

He blesses us all without measure.

The Sangha is a great Jewel,

Along with the Buddha and Dharma,
Leading us through the thickets of karma,
The way our of life’s trials cruel.

This timeless gift, a true blessing,

The community of our Sangha true;

Its vision of the Pure Land, its view
Offers guidance, our problems addressing.

Together we listen deeply, and,
Surrendering to Amida’s Other Power,

In His presence we neither tremble nor

cower

Technobuddha ‘Vision 2020’ Set March 20-22

TECHNDBUDDHA

By Brandon Yanari
Palo Alto Buddhist Temple

It’s time for the 13th annual Tech-
nobuddha conference! The Tech-
nobuddha conference is an opportu-
nity for young adults (ages 21-39) to
meet other young adults interested in

join us for a weekend of interactive
workshops, lively discussions and a
keynote presentation by BCA Presi-
dent Richard Stambul.

The conference will be the weekend
of March 20-22 at the Jodo Shinshu
Center in Berkeley, California. As
always, we are grateful for the support
from the community.

As He takes us with Love by His Hand.

I thank Amida, my Savior and Lord,
This great Shinjin from Him I've acquired
Through His Primal Vow, and I abide

Praising Him with many a joyful word!

Namu Amida Butsu
Namu Amida Butsu

Namu Amida Butsu

Thank You, Amida Buddha

VISION 2020

MARCH 20 - 22, 2020

Jodo Shinshu Center
Berkeley, CA

WWW.TECHNOBUDDHACONFERENCE.ORG

the Dharma.

The theme this year is “Vision
2020 as we seek to address how our
ideals are informed by Buddhist teach-
ings amid various social issues. Come

our website at:
conference.org/home or our Facebook
page:
dha.conference

For more information please visit
www.technobuddha-

www.facebook.com/technobud-

Rev. Fujii

Continued from Page 1

speaker (Fukyoshi) of the Hong-
wanji-ha.

Southern  Alameda  County
Buddhist Church President Ken
Suyama read a passage that Rev.
Fujii wrote as an introduction to
the SACBC Sangha when he was
assigned to the church.

According to Suyama, in
thinking about his life, Rev. Fujii
reflected, “My life is simple: One
thing in this lifetime. Did I attain
Amida? Or, did [ solve my question
in life. Yes and no. ‘No’ means |
have nothing solid in mind. ‘Yes’
means | have no fear, worry and
anxiety for death. I realized that
death is not my job, but it is Ami-

da’s. SACBC (Southern Alameda
County Buddhist Church) will
be the last temple I would like to
serve and share the teaching of
Amida Buddha.”

The memorial service for Rev.
Fujii was held on Dec. 28, 2019,
at the Southern Alameda County
Buddhist Church in Union City.
The officiating ministers were
Rev. Joshin Dennis Fujimoto,
supervising minister of the South-
ern Alameda County Buddhist
Church, and BCA Bishop Rev.
Kodo Umezu.

The Dharma messages were
given by Rev. Dr. Seigen Yamaoka
and BCA Bishop Rev. Umezu.

Before his assignment to the
Southern Alameda County Bud-
dhist Church, Rev. Fujii also served
the Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Tem-

ple, the Spokane Buddhist Church

(supervising minister), Yakima
Buddhist  Church  (supervising
minister), Los Angeles Hompa

Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, San
Fernando Valley Hongwanji Bud-
dhist Temple, Oxnard Buddhist
Temple, Buddhist Church of Santa
Barbara (supervising minister),
San Luis Obispo Buddhist Church,
Guadalupe  Buddhist  Church
(supervising minister), Tri-State/
Denver Buddhist Temple, and
Longmont Buddhist Temple (su-
pervising minister).

Thank you Rev. Fujii for shar-
ing the Nembutsu Dharma with
the members of the BCA.

Rev. Fujii is survived by his
wife, Mrs. Michiko Fujii; and two
children, daughter Emi Fujii and
son Eiji Fujii.

Thank You, Amida Buddha
Thank You, Amida Buddha

SYMPOSIUM y

“Pravers for the World”

“May there be peace in the world and

may the Buddha's teachings spread.” - Shinran Shouin

PRESENTERS:

Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto
President, Institute of Buddhist Studies

“Living with Prayers for the World: As We
Take Amida Buddha’s Vows As Our Own”

Rev. Dr. Mutsumi Fujiwara Wondra
Resident Minister, Orange County Buddhist Church

"Shin Buddhist Thoughts on World Peace
in the Age of Buddhist Modernism ”

Rev. Dr. Takashi Miyaji
Resident Minister, Tacoma Buddhist Temple

"How Shinjin Can Help Us Live in the
21st Century”

How might the teachings and
life-values of J6do Shinsha guide

us in the pursuit of world peace?

Three BCA ministers will share
important features of the Jodo
Shinsha tradition that can help the
sincere aspirations of Shinran

Shénin to come true today.

FREE &
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Thursday, February 20,2020 - 1-5pm

Hyatt Regency Lake Washington Hotel at Seattle’s Southport
1053 Lake Washington Blvd N - Renton, Washington

Presented by the Institute of Buddhist Studies & BCA Center for Buddhist Education

In conjunction with the Buddbhist Churches of America Ministers Association & National Council Meetings,

and the Northwest District Buddhist Convention

ica.org Email: che@bcahq.org Ph: (510) 809-1460
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Richard Endo
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a conversation when Rich was
an active young person in
Oakland.

Rev. Dr. Yamaoka urged
him to study for the ministry,
but Rich had just gotten a new
job and was planning to get
married and start a family. So,
he promised that, although he
could not become a BCA min-
ister, he would do all that he
could to support the ministers,
the Buddha’s teachings and the
BCA. That is exactly what he
did throughout his life.

Richard Endo showed what
it means to take refuge in the
Three Treasures. An unwav-
ering Nembutsu follower, he
took on a range of leadership
roles to support the Buddha,
Dharma and Sangha.

Time and time again, Rich-
ard demonstrated a willingness
— an insistence — to take on
responsibility, do what had to
be done and put himself on the
line.

He was, for many years, a
Dharma School teacher and
leader of the Federation of
Dharma School Teachers. Rev.
Gerald Sakamoto, Rinban of
the San Jose Betsuin and Act-
ing Chair of the IBS Board of
Trustees, remembered working
with Rich to plan a federation
conference.

At that time and for many
years after, Rev. Sakamoto
said, “Richard would bring
his calm analysis and organi-

zational skills and sense of fun
to the many responsibilities he
would accept.”

Indeed, Rich was enjoyable
to be around. He was fun and
friendly. He also exhibited
sincerity, self-effacing humor,
clarity of purpose and the
audacity of hope. Because of
who he was, Richard made a
difference in his life.

BCA President Richard
Stambul served with Rich
Endo on a number of BCA
committees and boards.

Rich, Stambul said, always
challenged  participants  to
contribute to the BCA Zaidan

ment Foundation, joining the
Endowment at a critical time
when leadership was in a state
of transition.

He elected
Treasurer, and, according to
Charles Ozaki, Foundation
Chair, Rich oversaw the
financial operations of the
Endowment with consistent
excellence.

Moreover, “through his
special way of communicating
positive  enthusiasm, Rich
encouraged people to support
BCA fundraising,” Ozaki said.

In addition to everything
else, Rich served as the Chair

was soon

During that difficult time,
Rich stepped up to keep the
temple going. He was the
president and so much more.
He made sure that the temple
members’ needs were served,
religious services continued,
temple events were successful,
and a Sangha, saddened by
its loss, could move forward
with gratitude and hope.
Rich didn’t do everything by
himself, but he was able to
encourage everyone to band
together for each other and for
the Nembutsu.

Rev.  Yushi
Mountain  View

Mukojima,
Buddhist

Richard Endo was many things to us — a loving husband, father,
grandfather, brother and son. He was a leader, a fellow Nembutsu
follower, “a model of how to graciously and courageously
live and serve others,” and a true friend.

fund. His challenges, whether
for $10 or $20, were always
successful. When they last saw
each other, Rich gave Stambul
$30 and made him promise to
increase the challenge at the
next BCA meeting.

“The $30 he gave me are
still in my wallet. I keep it to
fulfill my promise to Rich to
present the bills to the February
2020 BCA National Council,
so that others will match his
contribution,” Stambul said.
“And I also hold on to those
bills because they remind me
of Rich Endo.”

Rich Endo also made a
difference at the BCA Endow-

of the Board of Trustees of the
Institute of Buddhist Stud-
ies, helping to navigate IBS
through financial challenges
and its application for accred-
itation. Now, thanks to his
leadership and that of so many
others, IBS is prepared to
venture toward new horizons
of scholarship, ministerial ed-
ucation and engagement in the
broader religious world.

Rich Endo served the
Mountain  View  Buddhist
Temple for decades, including
four terms as temple president.
In 1998, Rev. Russell Hamada
passed away suddenly and
tragically.

Temple resident minister, re-
called when he was interviewed
for the position. He was very
anxious and wondering wheth-
er he was up to the task.

“Sensei, don’t worry. Just
come as you are!” said Rich,
who must have seen the worry
on Rev. Mukojima’s face.

“Rich’s generous words, full
of unconditional compassion,
gave me the encouragement I
needed to step forward and ac-
cept the new challenge,” Rev.
Mukojima remembered.

For Rev. Mukojima, Rich-
ard Endo “was the epitome
of a Jodo Shinshu Buddhist,”
leading by example, by living

his life filled with the feeling
of gratitude. Rich genuinely
cared about others and treated

everyone with dignity and
respect.
Richard Endo was many

things to us — a loving hus-
band, father, grandfather,
brother and son. He was a
leader, a fellow Nembutsu
follower, “a model of how to
graciously and courageously
live and serve others,” and a
true friend.

We all miss Rich dearly.
We miss his friendship, his
smile and humor, his work and
his positive words. But, sad-
dened by our loss, we can also
move forward with gratitude
and hope because of the value
and importance of Rich Endo’s
life.

BCA Bishop Rev.
Umezu summed up
thoughts very well.

“It wasn’t just what he did,
but what kind of person he
was,” Umezu Sensei said. “He
was simply a good person and
that was because of his family,
community and faith in the
Nembutsu.”

With Richard Endo, you
just knew about the value and
importance of a human life.
Rich, we miss you and thank
you for everything. Namuami-
dabutsu.

Richard Endo, who was 81
and from Sunnyvale, entered the
Pure Land on Dec. 28. Memo-
rial services were held Jan. 26
at the Mountain View Buddpist
Temple.

Kodo
the

NW Convention

Continued from Page 1

Can Help Us Live in the 21st
Century” by Rev. Dr. Takashi
Miyaji, resident minister of the
Tacoma Buddhist Temple.

The National Council meet-
ing begins with workshops the
evening of Feb. 20 and contin-
ues with business meetings and
workshops on Feb. 21 and Feb.
22, ending with joint sessions
and a combined events banquet
on the evening of Feb. 22. A
BCA National Eitaikyo service
is scheduled the morning of
Feb. 23.

The Northwest Convention,
which is open to all including
NCM Boosters, begins the eve-
ning of Feb. 21.

Convention sessions include:
“Engaged Buddhist Women
and the Bomori” by Dr. Jessica
Starling; “EcoSangha & Earth
Dana” by Rev. Don Castro;
“Sing Namo Amida Butsu” by
Dr. Kemi Nakabayashi; “World
Peace Begins With Me” by Rev.
Jim Warrick; a Dana Dharm-
athon by Northwest District
Minister’s Assistants Rev Irene
Goto, Leonora Clarke, Meya
Stout and Devon Yamashita;
and “Otera de Asobd” (“Let’s
Play at the Temple”) by Ayano
Kusunoki and Kaori Miyaji.

Other convention sessions
include: “Oshomyo kara no
Manabi” by Rev. Anan Ha-
tanaka; a panel on Buddhist
Parenting  featuring  Revs.
Diana Thompson and Yuki
Sugahara and Crystal Inge and

Diane Deaver; “DT Suzuki &
the Remaking of Pureland Bud-
dhism” by Prof. James Dobbins;
“Archiving Temple History” by
Tom Ikeda of Densho; “Jodo
Shinshu Rituals — Melodic
Chanting of Juseige” by Rev.
Sala Sekiya; Nihongo Dharma-
thon featuring Revs. Masanori
Watanabe, Yugo Fujita and
Yushi Mukojima; a panel on
“Roads to Tokudo” featuring
Revs. Ryuta Furumoto, Kazuaki
Nakata and Melissa Opel; and
a culminating workshop, “Dana
for World Peace,” facilitated by
Dr. Erik Hammerstrom.

Convention registration is
online at www.seattlebetsuin.
com/convention

For more information, con-
tact the planning committee at
ncm2020@seattlebetsuin.com.

CherryBlossomz

Continued from Page 1

“Namo Amida Butsu” at the WBWC on Aug. 31,

their gatha truly went global.

People from Brazil, Japan, Hawaii and across
the BCA came up to congratulate The Cherry-
Blossomz on their performance at the banquet,
and several temples told them they planned to

adapt the song for their groups.

When thinking of the gathas they appreciate
the most, it always comes back to “Ondokusan”

for Yoshihara.

“We used to sing it often when I was growing
up at OCBC and it was our go-to gatha at YBA

events,” Yoshihara said. “ ‘Ondokusan’ is nostalgic

for me and brings me peace when I am stressed.”
In the future, Horikawa said The CherryBlos-

somz would like to contribute more gathas to our

The Cherry Blossomz pose for a group photo. Shown, from
left, are Lisa Horikawa, Emily Yoshihara and Miko Shudo.
(Courtesy of Khanh Ly)

Buddhist songbook.
“Absolutely.
sharing it with everyone,” she said.

We love doing this and we love

Rev. Miyamura

Continued from Page 2

of compassion.
We know that

only appreciate it when we
see it. We can only point out
the indications or the results

com-

to be kind to our family
members, relatives, friends
and community.  We are
just ordinary people, living
ordinary lives. We can go
beyond our selfish ego-self.
Perhaps kindness is not
our “practice,” but it can be
how we live and share our

passion is the heart of the
Bodhisattva who wishes to
share the Dharma and to lead
others to the Dharma. As
human beings, we desire to
be a Bodhisattva, but we fail
because we are selfish human
beings.

What are we to do? Even
with our human hindrances
and limitations, we can live
in kindness, that is, to think,
say and act with kindness.
We have to be kind to our-
selves and take care of our
mind and body. We have

lives. We can practice kind-
ness in simple ways: to smile
at a stranger; to say a kind
word to a friend; to give a
hug to your family members;
and any number of small and
significant ways. This is the
time to drop old grudges, to
drop unkind words, and to
stop hurtful actions.

To quote a retired minis-
ter, who shared a wonderful
and  profound  closing:
“Namo Amida Butsu, with
gratitude and kindness be-
yond words.”

Bishop’s Message

Continued from Page 2

the world of light. By so
understanding our life, we
are able to walk together
as fellow travelers. Let us
together listen to the call,
Namo Amida Butsu.
Buddha is nothing but
the sincere desire for us
to be freed from the cycle
of suffering. Buddha is
always working to redirect
us to the World of Light.
Buddha is Namo Amida

Butsu itself. Shakyamuni
Buddha, Shinran Shonin,
Rev. Fujii and others who
have left us before dwell in
the Name.

As Fujii Sensei wrote,
only as human beings are
we able to find the way to
terminate the endless cycle
of suffering. Let us turn
toward a place to hear the
Nembutsu-Dharma so that
we can live a settled life
illuminated and guided by
the Light of the Buddha.

Namo Amida Butsu
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A Short Presentation of Shin Buddhism

Editor’s Note: This is the
seventh installment of a series
of articles that Bishop Kodo
Umezu would like to share
with the readers of the Wheel
of Dharma. It was written
by Rev. Shitoku A. Peel of
Belgium some years ago and
published as a small booklet.
Rev. Peel has influenced many
people in Europe. Please enjoy
his appreciation of Jodo Shin-
shu teaching.

By Rev. Shitoku A. Peel

Our own volition, just
like our whole life, is condi-
tioned by our own variabil-
ity. We are centered around
an illusory “ego” to which
we ascribe a power that is
obviously just as illusive. It
is from this ego-centered-
ness that humankind draws
its visions and calculations
These individual calcula-
tions are experienced by us
as an ego-screen that dark-
ens the Light of Wisdom/
Compassion.

We don’t SEE this Light
because we prefer not to
see it. After all, we find our
own visions and plans more
important than the Uni-
versal activity of Buddha’s
Compassion.

However, if we realize
our true place in this
world of suffering, we can
let go of all our meddling
and illusions in a spiritual
level. Only then can we

distance ourselves from our
ego-thought, and no longer
consider ourselves to be the
center and standard of the
Universe. In this “letting
go,” we leave our own calcu-
lations and worries behind;
we abandon all dualistic and
fragmented thought.

The great realization is
thus not experienced as the
final result of our own voli-
tion or our own striving, but
as the result in time-and-
space of the infinite activity
of Amida’s Vow-Power to
liberate all beings from their
world of suffering.

In a practical sense, it is
thus more an “abandoning”
of all our ego-views, rather
than a ‘belief” in something
or a set of ideas.

This “abandoning” or
“letting go” is expressed in
Sino-Japanese by the word

Shinjin,  which literally
means “Entrusting-Mind.”
As a religious concept.

However, it is virtually im-
possible to translate.

It is correct to say that
it is an inner attitude of
complete or perfect entrust-
ing. However, it is certainly
not a blind belief nor an
intellectual or
attitude.

Shinjin is the decisive —
unique — moment in which
the “I” surrenders.

Shinjin - the sincere,
deep and joyous surrender of
our own salvific calculations
to the tidal wave of Amida’s

emotional

Compassion — it the decisive
and definitive awakening
through  which we are
suddenly, sometimes even
brutally, confronted with
the close mutual bonds that
are binding us to all beings
and things in the Universe.

Together with this new
awareness of forming an
infinite unity, an immense
feeling of humility awakens
in our mind. Accounting for
the true position we take in
this world and, finally, real-
izing how futile and illusory
our spiritual struggle has
been, a boundless gratitude
and respect grows in us, not
only in relation to Amida
Buddha and all that he rep-
resents, but also in relation
to all beings who no longer
are experienced as separate
from Buddhahood.

It is these feelings of
humility and gratitude that
become predominant in our
daily life.

This spiritual complexity
of unity, co-responsibility
and gratitude is expressed
by Shin Buddhists in the
wording of the Name of the
Infinite Buddha:

NAMU AMIDA BUTSU
This wording is not
a magical or meditative
formula — not a “mantra”
or “dharani” as some are in-
clined to think and as might
be the case in some other
forms of Buddhist practice.

Keiro Kai

Continued from Page 3

the Sangha is here.

The luncheon  began
with opening remarks from
the master of ceremonies,
NBC Bay Area’s morning
traffic anchor Mike Inouye,
followed by the opening flag
ceremony.

After a welcome address
to the Keiro Kai from Craig
Hamasaki, opening Gassho
by Rev. Yushi Mukojima and
a toast to the Keiro Kai from
Glenn Kitasoe,
served.

Words of appreciation to
the Keiro Kai were given by
Stacey Kawabata, the Moun-
tain View YBA President.

The temple also recog-
nized three individuals who
turned 100 years old: Mr.
Clark Nakamura, Mrs. Ha-
ruko Nakano and Rev. Ensei

lunch was

Temple’s annual Eitaikyo service and Keiro Kai luncheon. (Courtesy of
Mountain View Buddhist Temple)

Nekoda.

Unfortunately, Mr. Na-
kamura and Mrs. Nakano
were unable to attend. The
temple presented the three
members each with a nenju
as a token of appreciation.

The Dharma School stu-
dents, Girl Scouts and BWA
also presented Rev. Nekoda
with birthday cards and gifts
to celebrate his birthday.

The temple also presented
a certificate from the Bud-
dhist Churches of America

to recognize Rev. Nekoda on
his 100¢h birchday.

Also in attendance was
another Centenarian — Mrs.
Ryo Shishido, who is 102
years old.

After the special rec-
ognitions, Jun Daiko, the
temple’s taiko group, enter-
tained the audience.

The luncheon ended with
a performance of “Tanko
Bushi,” led by the Mountain
View Buddhist Temple Se-
nior Group.

Rev. Nakano

Continued from Page 2

loved ones kindness, gen-
tleness and thoughtfulness.
It is a most difficult time
when we must depart from
their presence. This couple
lived a life of Nembutsu
and with love.

It is in the here and now
— the present — that we

must convey our entrusting
to our loved one and to
Nembutsu. It cannot wait.
Once our loved ones have
departed from us, there is
only our Nembutsu to com-
municate our love to them.

While alive, we take the
time to hold their hands,
thank them for the life
they shared and for their
compassion. It is not easy
to say affectionate words or

to express our love to them.
However, we have Namu
Amida Butsu in gratitude
and thankfulness to them
for sharing in difficult and
happier times.

We share Namu Amida
Butsu with them and if one
is feeling courageous, try
to tell our loved ones how
much we appreciate and
cherish our lives with them.
It is the month of love.

Rev. Tanaka to Speak
at Cleveland Festival

By Rev. Anita Kazarian
Cleveland Buddhist Temple

: a 6 ]

Rev. Kenneth Tanaka

The Cleveland Buddhist
Temple will co-sponsor a March
lecture by Rev. Kenneth Tanaka
on the issue of truth in our
time from the Buddhist value of
emptiness.

The lecture will be held at 6
p.m. March 23 at the Tinkham
Veale University Center Ball-
room A of Case Western Reserve
University, 10900 Euclid Ave.,
Cleveland. It is titled, “The
Truth of the Buddhist Doctrine
of Emptiness: Is it Relevant in
Helping Us Discern Truth in
our Lives and the World.”

The free university event is
organized under its Baker Nord
Center for the Humanities.

The lecture is part of the
2020 Cleveland Humanities
Festival. The organizers of the

festival say the event explores
the truth from a variety of hu-
manistic perspectives, including
the representation of truth in
art, literature, and philosophy;
the multiple attempts in the
past and the present to co-opt
the concept for political pur-
poses; and our constantly grow-
ing anxiety about the validity of
truth in a digital world and its
impact on culture and society.
According to Rev. Tana-

ka, the Buddhist doctrine of
emptiness strikes people as
mysteriously intriguing and

inviting. However, it can be
misunderstood to mean “noth-
ingness” or “voidness.” Such
misunderstanding  leads  to
lethargic indifference toward
life and the world. Rather
than  non-engagement and
acceptance, emptiness offers an
opposite response and results.
In this acceptance, emptiness
offers an opposite response and
results.

The lecture is one of several
outreach programs of the Cleve-
land Buddhist Temple, which is
celebrating its 75th year.

The program is free but
registration is required.

For more information,
visit the Cleveland Humanities
Festival website at hteps://case.
edu/artsci/chf/ or call 216-368-
2242.

2 B

Rev. Patti Oshita is the lead chaplain of the California State Assembly and her
husband, Rev. Bob Oshita, is the first alternate chaplain. (Courtesy of California

State Assembly)

Rev. Oshita

Continued from Page 3

to serve as the Assembly chaplains
for another term.

Wanting to highlight women
in the Legislature, I was asked to
become the main chaplain and
Rev. Bob Oshita would be my
alternate. This second invitation
felt like an affirmation that our
Dharma reflections have been
resonating meaningfully.

This year, as we begin our
fourth year as the chaplains for
the California State Assembly,
we continue to be honored to
represent our Dharma tradition
beyond the walls of our temples.

I'd like to close with the re-
flection I shared to open the first
Assembly floor session on Jan. 6,
2020.

Please join me in a moment of
Reflection:

From the time I was very young,
many of my family and friends
would begin the New Year making
a personal New Year’s Resolution.
Most I cannot even remember
now. But for the past few years, my
Resolution has remained the same.
It is this.

Let me try to live each day of
this New Year, with more Patience,
Gratitude and Kindness. Let me
not forget that from the moment we
are born, there is no guarantee of
even one more day of life. Each day
is a gift that I must try to live as
best I can.

In the year ahead, let us all try
to embrace each new day with open
minds and warm hearts. Let us try
to wake up each day, happy ro be
alive; and sleep each night, grateful
for the day.

Namo Amida Butsu — With
Kindness and Gratitude beyond
words ...
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Picture: Dinuba Buddhist Temple
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Rev. Futai
Naobayashi
Professor, Soai Univel
Contact: Rev. Koho Takata at
NishiDharmaCenter@gmail.com or call
(213) 680-9130
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Special Lecture & Performance -

“Fushidan Sekkyo”’

Los Angeles

Hompa Hongwaniji

Presented by the BCA Center for Buddhist Education and the
BCA Southern District Ministers Association & Buddhist Education Committee

Buddhist Temple
815 E. First St. - Los Angeles, CA

FREE - Donations gratefully accepted
i

Professor, = a8

Soai University |

Wednesday, AUGUST 19, 2020, 7-9 pm
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