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New Year’s Greeting from Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani

At the beginning of this New Year, I would like to extend my
warmest greetings to you.

This past year, we have been observing the ceremony known
as The Commemoration on the Accession of the Jodo Shinshu
Tradition since last October. This service will be continuing until
the end of May over 10 sessions and a total of 80 days. The par-
ticipation of the many delegates from both domestic and overseas
districts has revitalized the atmosphere of all of our temple activi-
ties, and for that I am truly happy and grateful to each and every
one of you.

Through holding the service together with you fellow Nem-
butsu followers, I am able to personally experience how the Jodo
Shinshu teaching has not only been passed down to us over the
span of nearly 800 years, but also how it has been delivered to
many regions of the world beyond national borders. I believe
that we have the Jodo Shinshu teaching today precisely because

it served as the spiritual foundation for all of the preceding Nem-
butsu followers.

Shinran Shonin revealed his understanding of the Dharma
known today as Jodo Shinshu Buddhism. It is a teaching for those
of us who constantly struggle with various worries and hardships
in life. Let us continue to listen to the teaching and share our own
appreciation of the Dharma with family and friends in the hope

that we can follow the Nembutsu path together with them.

January 1, 2017

OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

(Translation provided by the Hongwanji International Department)

Happy New Year!

As we greet the new year, |
wish to thank each of you for
your continued support, gen-
erosity, and encouragement.
Together, let us continue to
share Namo Amida Butsu in
our daily lives.

Greetings are important
in our daily life. We greet one
another in the morning, during
the day, and at the end of the
day. Greetings are exchanged

between two or more people. When and if we are greeted by
someone, we naturally acknowledge them and respond with
our own greetings.

Likewise, Namo Amida Butsu is the calling and greeting
from our True and Real Home. When we hear and recognize
this greeting, we naturally respond with Namo Amida Butsu
in appreciation.

Shinran Shonin clearly stated in Shoshinge that the real
purpose of our life is to hear the calling coming from the
Realm of Nirvana. Until we hear and receive it, we will not
be able to find true satisfaction and fulfillment.

He also said that by reciting the Name, Namo Amida
Butsu constantly, we will be able to encounter the caring and
loving heart of Amida within the Name.

Let us together continue to recite the Name and listen to
the true meaning of the Name by conducting daily services at
home and attending services at temple and church through-
out the year 2017.

Gassho,
Rev. Kodo Umezu, Bishop
Buddhist Churches of America

D.T. Suzuki 50th Memorial & Tribute at MoMA

Martin Hara.

By Hoshina Seki,
New York Buddhist Church
President, American Buddhist
Study Center

In the heart of New York City
on Sunday, December 11, light
snow was falling. Traffic was almost
at a standstill as people were coming
into the city to see the Christmas
decorations along Fifth Avenue and
the Christmas tree in Rockefeller
Center. It was just past noon when
Japanese women in kimonos hurried
down the street to enter the Museum
of Modern Art (MoMA). They were
part of a unique program that the
American Buddhist Study Center
(ABSC) put together for its first “In

Soh Daiko taiko drummers performed in MOMA’s main lobby. Photo by

Gratitude Tribute”; a grand tribute
to Dr. Daisetz Teitaro Suzuki. It
was also the first time for Shin and
Zen Buddhism to be presented at
MoMA.

D.T. Suzuki’s 50th memorial
anniversary occurred in 2016. We
honor him for his cosmopolitan
Buddhist philosophy and intercul-
tural point of view. He was a true
pioneer in a long line of internation-
ally prominent Buddhist figures in
America.

People started arriving early as
ABSC volunteers were setting up
and presenters were making last
minute adjustments. On the stage,
tatami mats were laid down, a shoji
screen put up, and tea utensils care-

Program speakers were (left to right) Dr. Akemi
Iwamoto (D.T. Suzuki Museum, Kanazawa,
Japan), Rev. Dr. Mark Unno (University of
Oregon), Nelson Foster Roshi (Diamond Ring of
Bone Zendo), and Dr. James Dobbins (Oberlin
University). Photos by David Okada.

fully arranged.

The program began at 2 pm with
a traditional Omotesenke tea ceremo-
ny conducted by Mrs. Yasuko Hara,
Director and Tea Instructor of
Yasuko Chanoyu, NYC. Two guests
participated: Rev. Kodo Umezu,
Bishop of the Buddhist Churches
of America, and Madam Masako
Takahashi, the wife of Ambassador
Reiichiro Takahashi. It was the first
time in the history of MoMA that
a tea ceremony was performed in
their theater. Although 275 people
were in attendance, it was so quiet
you could hear the hot water being
poured into the tea bowl.

Dr. Gary Okihiro of Colum-

Continued on Page 6

United for Compassion, San Francisco Japantown
Photo by Keith Kojimoto. See Page 4

Words of the Buddha in the Landscape of India,

“...The poignant
words of the
Buddha came
alive amid the
poignant scenery
of India.”

This special exhibit
was presented
by BDK America
at the Jodo
Shinshu Center,
December 4 - 9,
2016. For details
on this traveling
exhibition, visit:
www.bdkamerica.
org
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By Rev. Patricia
Usuki, San
Fernando Valley
Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple

...how grateful I feel for Shinran’s words, in
which he gives himself as an example in order
to make us realize we are in delusion, knowing
nothing at all of the depths of our karmic evil or
the vastness of Amida’s benevolence.

[Tannisho Postscript, Collected Works of Shinran (CWS),
p.679]

Wars, natural disasters, starvation; persecu-
tion, prejudice, and inequity; anxiety, insecu-
rity, fear. Our world today? Shinran Shonin
would have been familiar with such a scenario.
It is said that bodies were piled high in the
streets of Kyoto, so cruel were the conditions of
his day. In observing Ho-onko*, let us consider
that the man who asked followers to throw his
dead body into the river to feed the fish might
also have preferred that people focus not on
him but on the power of the Nembutsu that
remains relevant and reliable to this day.

WHEEL OF DHARMA

Ho-onko: Remembering
Shinran Shonin in Difficult Times

Though arguably we may enjoy a better
quality of life in our contemporary world, par-
ticularly here in America, many ordinary people
are concerned or troubled by the uncertainty of
our times. We forget that very little about the
process of life is ever certain. In recent months,
the term “post-truth era” has emerged, but the
reality is that “...with a foolish being full of blind
passions, in this fleeting world — this burning
house — all matters without exception are empty
and false, totally without truth and sincerity.”
[Tannisho Postscript, CWS, p.679]

Shinran showed us that before all else, we
must come to terms with who we truly are and
at the same time awaken to the unconditional
compassion that we constantly receive. Let us
consider our thoughts, words, and deeds of the
past several months. In a verse in “Gutoku’s
Hymns of Lament and Reflection,” Shinran
observed:

Each of us, in outward bearing,

Makes a show of being wise, good, and dedi-
cated;

But so great are our greed, anger, perversity,
and deceit,

That we are filled with all forms of malice
and cunning. [CWS, p.421]

Upon self-reflection, we might come to see
that indeed we do not know what is good and
what is evil. This in no way condones the harm-
ful words and deeds of others, but it does shine
a light on the reality of our own condition.

And just as we are, we are all recipients of
immeasurable compassion emanating from the
Oneness of life. Our lives flow in the current of
great light and life that imparts benefits too nu-
merous, unperceived or personal to completely
fathom. But if we glimpse both our true nature
and the compassion for which we are indebted,
the Nembutsu arises from within — my life and
Immeasurable Life are one. This alone is true
and real. This alone gives enduring peace of
heart and mind, and the steadfast resilience to
move forward come what may.

Life will always be uncertain and at times
daunting but we can navigate it with strength
and joy. In our gratitude, may we be conduits
and examples of the teaching, like Shinran
Shonin and so many others before us. Namo
Amida Butsu — may there be peace in the world.

*Ho-onko: Memorial Service for Shinran
Shonin, observed on January 16 and/or No-
vember 16.

Every Year is a Good Year
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Happy New Year, everyone!
I believe each of you spent the
holidays and greeted the New Year
with varying thoughts.

Every January, we observe the
Hoonko service at each temple. As
you know, Hoonko is the most
important service in our tradition,
held around January 16, which
is the memorial anniversary of
our founder, Shinran Shonin. Al-
though observing the anniversary
of Shinran Shonin’s death may
seem like a sad occasion, it does
not mean that we must only feel
sad and lament. The word Hoonko
means “the gathering to repay our
indebtedness” to Shinran Shonin,
Amida Buddha, and all the lives
that support us.

I lost my grandpa two years
ago. It is very sad and painful to
lose our loved ones. Yet in think-
ing about death, death itself is
neither good nor bad. We all know
that once we are born, for sure

this physical life will end someday.
Hardships they
happen. However, it is up to us

happen when

as to how we accept and face the
hardships which we experience in
our lives. Some may think, “This
year was not a good year because
one of my family members passed
away.” But others may think, “Al-
though it was sad to lose a loved
one, I was given the precious op-
portunity to seriously and deeply
look at my own life.” And because
of the deceased, they can live with
appreciation for their loved ones.
The Nembutsu, which Shinran
Shonin explained for us, is the
teaching and working that allows
us to encounter the world that
transcends the joy or sorrow, and
good or bad which we humans
perceive. Experiencing hardships,
crying and laughing, sometimes
getting angry with those we love;
not being able to help others
enough even though we are eager

to do so...that’s what we are. Namo
Amida Butsu is the mirror that
teaches us to see our true selves and
is the light that keeps illuminating
us gently but strongly. “To repay
our indebtedness” is to live this
given life here and now, with all
our might, while listening to and
appreciating the Buddha-Dharma
that Shinran Shonin conveyed to
us through his life.

Every year should be a happy
year for those of us who have al-
ready heard the Nembutsu teach-
ing. We may cry when we feel sad.
However, even if we get sick, even
if we lose our loved ones, every
year is a good year for us because
we have experienced Namo Amida
Butsu, which is beyond all suffer-
ing and sorrow.

When people in Japan greet
the New Year, many of them go
to Buddhist temples or Shinto
shrines to make wishes. Unfor-
tunately, Amida Buddha will not

grant such individual wishes as
not getting sick or living a long
time, no matter how much we
may recite Namo Amida Butsu.
However, Namo Amida Butsu al-
lows us to become true Nembutsu
followers who are pleased with life
here and now, just as it is, without
merely being attached to immedi-
ate profit.

There is a phrase, “Jodo Shin-
shu is the tradition not to have our
selfish wishes granted, but rather
to listen to Buddha’s wish.”

Let us keep listening to Bud-
dha’s wish together this year as
well. Gassho

2017 BCA Calendars are Here!
A Perfect New Year’s Gift

BCA members: Please inquire at your temple on how to get your copy. This is also great gift idea
and available for purchase at the BCA Bookstore for only $5. Visit the BCA website at www.

buddhistchurchesofamerica.org

The most important places for us as members of the BCA are our churches and temples. These
are special places for us to hear and receive the teachings of the Buddha and Shinran Shonin. This
year’s calendar features some of the sites and activities of our sanghas. Major Buddhist holidays
observed in our tradition and key BCA gatherings are also noted. A convenient listing of BCA
temples and churches, sanghas and fellowships is also included in the back of the calendar. Enjoy!
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Spokane Buddhist Temple

In 1945, with a nucleus of six dedicated Buddhists, Reverend Eiyu Terao conducted the
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENT:
Director of Operations

Spokane Buddhist Temple

927 S. Perry Street

Spokane, WA 99202

Tel: (509) 534-7954
www.spokanebuddhisttemple.org
spokenbuddhisttemple@gmail.com

first Sunday service in a rented apartment. One month later, the group bought a perma-
nent residence on Cowley Street. Gradually, they acquired a shrine, scrolls, and a statue
of Amida Buddha. In 1947, Bishop Enryo Shigefuji officially dedicated the Spokane Bud-

dhist Temple. After Reverend Terao was transferred to California, his brother Rev. William
Terao, became the resident minister in 1952.

With growing membership, the temple soon needed a larger facility. So, in 1965, the
Sangha bought a former Baptist Church. This building was dedicated on October 16,
1966. Sadly, this facility was destroyed in an arson fire in 1992. However, the original
shine was saved by firefighters. A new temple was rebuilt on the same site and rededi-
cated in 1994. Today, Spokane Buddhist Temple is a thriving, growing Sangha of 60-70
active members.

The Buddhist Churches of America, a
California non-profit corporation (BCA)
is seeking qualified candidates for the
position of Director of Operations in
the BCA National Headquarters Office
in San Francisco. This position is
responsible for the administration and
implementation of the strategic vision of
the BCA. See the complete job posting
at: buddhistchurchesofamerica.org,
under the “Contact Us” tab, or go to this
link: buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/job-
announcement
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Real Needs in Real Time

By Ken Tanimoto, BCA President

Happy New Year, 2017! This
is the Year of the Rooster, which
symbolizes carefulness and deci-
siveness. How fitting, for at last
December’s Buddhist Churches
of America (BCA) National Board
meeting we tackled many chal-
lenging issues facing the BCA now
and in the future. I applaud all our
lay leaders and ministers for their
willingness to meet the issues head
on and to make clear and decisive
decisions.

One of the most important
tasks of the BCA is to provide
ministers to our churches and
temples. Thanks to the foresight
of our leaders and the ongoing
support of our members, last year
the BCA Bishop appointed seven
new ministers. We are counting
on ministerial students enrolled at
the Institute of Buddhist Studies
to lead our temples and sanghas in
the future. In addition, the Inter-
national Ministerial Orientation
Program (IMOP) will be hosting
three ministers from Japan in
2017. IMOP has provided us with
our current ministers at Florin,
Lodi, Mountain View, Oxnard,
Seattle, and Salinas.

A major BCA goal for the new
year is to improve ministerial ben-
efits. Our ministers are the heart of
our organization. BCA ministers
have a legacy of dedication and
commitment going back to the

very first missionaries sent to San
Francisco in 1899. It is up to us to
do the best that we can to support
them at work and in retirement.

Temples will soon be receiving
the proposed BCA 2017-2018
budget. In the budget are some
items that have not been ad-
dressed in several years: upgrading
ministerial benefits and pensions;
reinstating a full-time Executive
Assistant to the Bishop; and de-
layed maintenance of the Bishop’s
Residence and BCA Headquarters.

There is always a concern about
increases in the costs of running a
national organization. It is only
natural to feel this way. Increases
are not taken lightly and are made
in the interests of the future wel-
fare and growth of Jodo Shinshu
Buddhism in America.

We should be proud of the
fact that the BCA has endured and
flourished for 117 years. It took
more than dedication to get this
far. Our predecessors overcame all
obstacles including financial ones,
and fears that temples could not be
built and the Nembutsu could not
be spread in the face of widespread
racism and discrimination. They
succeeded in enabling future gen-
erations to hear and appreciate our
Jodo Shinshu legacy.

When I took office as President
in March of 2106, I made the deci-
sion to be as accessible as possible.

Thank you, FBWA! On behalf of the Federation of Buddhist Women'’s
Association’s (FBWA), out-going president, Shizue Yahata, (center) presented
a gift of $1,500 to each of the following organizations (left to right): BCA Social
Welfare Fund, accepted by Gary Mukai; Institute of Buddhist Studies, accepted
by Richard Endo; Federation of Dharma School Teachers League (FDSTL) Carl
Yanari; and the BCA Endowment Foundation (for reduction of the BCA debt),
accepted by Hide Mizuno.

In the next two months, I will try  increases. I am open to hearing

to attend most District Council and discussing any issues our lay

meetings to discuss the budget leaders and minsters have regard-

The BCA National Board Meeting took
place at the Jodo Shinshu Center on
December 3, 2016. Photo by Michael
Endo

ing the upcoming challenges.

Regardless of what may come
about, 2017 is going to be good
year. I feel optimistic about the
changes that will happen, but it
will be up to all of us to make those
changes. I would like to thank all
BCA members and friends for
your continuing support of our
organization.

On behalf of the BCA Ex-
ecutive Committee (Rick Stambul,
Charlene Grinolds, Gary Mukai,
Susan Bottari, Jeff Matsuoka, Rev.
Jerry Hirano, and Bishop Kodo
Umezu), I would like to wish ev-
eryone a Happy and Healthy New
Year.

Buddhist Church of Parlier

aath A
Newvem,

“A Very Proud Moment” On November 19, 2016, Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA bishop officiated a Kieshiki Affirmation ceremony at the Bud
participants received their homyos (Buddhist names.) Photos by Glen Nakamichi

W \

dhist Church of Parlier’s during its 85th Anniversary celebration. 17

Buddhist Church of Parlier Celebrates 85th Anniversary

Two Minister’s Assistants Certified

at Spokane Buddhist Temple

On December 18, 2016,

5 o

Rev. Kodo BCA
Bishop, travelled to snowy

Umezu,

Spokane to certify two mem-
bers of the Spokane Buddhist
Temple, Melissa Opel and
Chad Donoho, as Minister’s
This brings the
of Certified

Minister’s Assistants for the

Assistants.
total number

Spokane temple to four. On
hand to assist was Rev. Don
Rinban of Seattle
Betsuin and supervising min-
ister of the Spokane Buddhist
Temple.

Castro,

Blclal

2017 BCA Ministers

ECHNOLS Association & National

Council Meeting

The 2017 BCA Ministers’ Association & National
Council Meeting will be hosted by the Coast District
temples: Guadalupe Buddhist Church, Monterey Penin-
sula Buddhist Temple, Mountain View Buddhist Temple,
Buddhist Temple of Salinas, San Jose Buddhist Church
Betsuin, San Luis Obispo Buddhist Church, and Wat-
sonville Buddhist Temple. It will take place at two sites:
the San Jose Marriott Hotel and the San Jose Buddhist
Church Betsuin. For information, contact Joyce Iwasaki:
j.iwasaki@yahoo.com, Ken Nakano: k4nakano@aol.com
or Rinban K. Kenshin Fujimoto: kkenshin@sjbetsuin.com
Graphic design by Peter Hester

Visit www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org




PAGE 4

WHEEL OF DHARMA

Healing from Painful Politics
By Rev. Jerry Hirano, Salt Lake Buddhist Temple

I am the supervising minister of the Idaho Oregon Buddhist Temple (IOBT).
Two of the ministet’s assistants of IOBT, Anne Spencer and Kathy Chatterton, coot-
dinate and run a howakai (Dharma discussion group) in Boise, Idaho on Tuesday eve-
nings. Boise is about an hour away from Ontario, Oregon. They hold the howakai on
Tuesday nights in a First Congregational United Church of Christ (UCC) building. On
November 8, as part of their effort in the Boise area, they held an “Election Night
Respite: An Hour of Reflection on Loving Kindness and Equanimity.” They worked
with Rev. Kim Cran of the First Congregational UCC to create an interfaith service to
focus on equanimity and healing from the mental anguish created by this year’s elec-
tions. When they asked me what I thought about the idea, I told them, “I wish I had
thought of it.”

In Salt Lake, we don’t have a Tuesday night howakai, but we have a Wednesday
night meditation class. Dr. Carmela Hirano, my wife and minister’s assistant, is the
coordinator for the meditation class. After telling her about Anne and Kathy’s idea,
she wanted to create something with this same idea of healing. We held “Healing from
Painful Politics: A Special Post-Election Meditation.” We invited the community to
join us to begin the process of healing from the divisiveness and toxicity of the elec-
tions. Over fifty people attended, most coming to our temple for the first time, the
majority under 30 years of age.

After the guided meditation led by Carmela, we allowed anyone with a need to
speak and express their personal pain to begin their healing. One man spoke about the
pain he felt for a gay friend who was contemplating suicide because of the election.
Another spoke about having a friend who was thinking of going underground with her
family because of their immigration status. Many expressed their gratitude that our
temple had created this safe place of healing.

Shotoku Taishi, the father of Japanese Buddhism wrote the Seventeen-article
constitution in 604 A.D. In this constitution, he explains the connections between
government and the Dharma. In article two he encourages the people to take refuge in
the Three Treasures (Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha), for within them is true and final
refuge; a safe place. However, at the meditation in Salt Lake, I read article ten, for I
believe it is the perfect antidote to our election year blues:

Let us cease from wrath, and refrain from angry looks. Nor let us be resentful
when others differ from us. For all people have hearts, and each heart has its own
leanings. Their right is our wrong, and our right is their wrong. We are not un-
questionably sages, nor are they unquestionably fools. Both of us are simply ordj-
nary people. How can anyone lay down a rule by which to distinguish right from
wrong? For we are all, one with another, wise and foolish, like a ring which has
no end. Therefore, althongh others give way to anger, let us on the contrary dread
our own fanlts, and though we alone may be in the right, let us follow the multi-
tude and act like people.

BCA Bookstore News by Gayle Noguchi

“The Shin Buddhist way of life is the life of unending gratitude.”
Reverend Marvin Kenji Harada, Orange County Buddhist Church
Introduction to Shin Buddhism brochure
Published by BCA Southern District Ministers’ Association

Now available: Finding Gratitude: A Guided Jonrnal to Help You Notice the
Good in Every Day by Miriam Hathaway, hardback, $14.95.

As we begin a new year would you like to culti-
vate gratitude in your daily life? Gratitude creates a
sense of richness, abundance, and fulfillment regard-
less of what one does or does not have. Finding Grati-

Attitudes
tude: A Guided Journal to Help You Notice the Good in

‘ OF
Every Day is a simple and wonderful tool that will G T at ltud e

prompt you to explore new ways of looking at things,
connect with those around you, enjoy simple pleas-
ures, and appreciate what you already have. Finding
Gratitnde offers ideas, questions, and quotations to
reflect upon and lined pages for jotting down your
thoughts.

Also available: Attitudes of Gratitude, 10th Anni-
versary Edition: How to Give and Receive Joy Every Day of
Your Life by M.]. Ryan, paperback, $14.95. Ryan be-
lieves that people who practice gratitude daily tend to be happier, healthier, and more
effective in the world, and in A#itudes of Gratitude she shares current research that con-
curs. Ryan describes a wide variety of ways that you can practice gratitude and she con-
cludes with her Top 12 simple actions for bringing more gratitude into your life.

As you make the deliberate effort to notice blessings in your life both big and
small, you will grow in the realization that our lives are possible only because of the
constant caring, support, and generosity of others. This is the path of Nembutsu.

To otder, go to buddbistchurchesofamerica.org and click on the BCA Bookstore link
ot contact gnoguchi@beahq.org or 510-809-1435. Open Wednesday through Saturday,
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Like us on Facebook.

UNITED FOR COMPASSION

On November 22, 2016 the Bay Area Day
of Remembrance Consortium and
@ the San Francisco Japantown commu-
@ nity held an event titled “United for
Compassion: A Japantown Communi-
ty Gathering” at the Peace Plaza in
San Francisco. Among the speakers
were (from left to right) Zahra Biloo
of the Council on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR), filmmaker Satsuki
Ina, and poet Hiroshi Kashiwagi.
About 500 people attended.

Photo by Keith Kojimoto

SAVE THE DATE!
BCA Center for Buddhist Education Presents
2017 Symposium at the BCA National Council Meeting

BUDDHA AT WORK

Thursday, March 2, 2017, 1-5PM

SAN JOSE BUDDHIST CHURCH BETSUIN
640 North 5th Street, San Jose, CA

FREE & OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC

Dr. Richard Payne,
Yehan Numata
Professor of Japanese
Buddhist Studies, Insti-
tute of Buddhist Studies,
Editor of How Much is
Enough? Buddhism,

Featuring Franz Metcalf
& BJ Gallagher,
co-authors of
Being Buddha at Work.

Brian Nagata, BDK
America, on the life of

JANUARY 2017

You TUhe Enjoy CBE programs online at YouTube.com

Go to YouTube and search for the “BCA Center for Buddhist
Education Channel” to view over 50 talks and lectures presented by CBE and its edu-
cational partners. Hear speakers from the Jodo Shinshu Center 10th Anniversary Com-
memoration, the 2016 Winter Pacific Seminar: “East Meets West” in Los Angeles, the
2016 Fall Japanese Gathering, and many more.

Contact CBE at cbe@bcahq.org or (510) 809-1460

Buddhist Philanthropist:
The Story of Rev. Dr.
Yehan Numata, founder
of Bukkyo Dendo Kyokai
(BDK), publisher of The
Teaching of Buddha.

Consumerism, and the
Human Environment.

Moderator: Rev. Marvin
Harada, Co-Director,
BCA Center for Buddhist
Education

Presented in conjunction with the
Buddhist Churches of America Ministers Association & National Council Meetings
Theme: Buddhism & Technology: Unleashing the Power of Amida’s Vow
Contact: che@bcahqg.org Phone: (510) 809-1460
BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org

70" NW Buddhist (imvention

with

F’—- . Rev. Marvin Harada and Freddie 7
s
February 17 - 19, 2017

Mark your calendars for our 70th Northwest
Buddhist Convention, February 17-19, 2017 at the
DoubleTree Suites in Tukwila, Washington. Rev.
Marvin Harada (Orange County Buddhist Church) is
our main speaker.

Registration for the conference and hotel will continue
through January 15. You can contact co-chair June
Akita at juneakita@comcast.net for further assistance.

Besides our annual meetings, and informative work-
shops, our Friday activities include Bollywood, sumi-e
painting, a trip to the casino and maybe even some
bingo. Our Hospitality Room will have homemade
snacks; our Silent Auction will feature Japanese arti-
facts and a few sumi-e paintings from local artists; we
will play ping pong in the evenings; and our guest
speakers guarantee some fun and enlightening messag-
es, especially at Sunday’s Closing Service when Freddie
the Frog (Rev. Harada) and Fred the Frog (Rev. Kojo
Kakihara) share a “green” message.

Join us for the
2017 Winter Pacific Seminar - 21st Century:

East Meets West Dharmathon

at the Los Angeles Hompa Hongwaniji
Buddhist Temple
Saturday, January 28, 2017

The Institute of Buddhist Studies, BCA Center for
Buddhist Education, and Shinshu Center of America are
excited to present the continuing exploration of Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism, comparing perspectives from the
Higashi (Eastern) and Nishi (Western) honganji, or
“temples of the Primal Vow.” Hear over a dozen minis-
ters from Higashi and Nishi traditions. For details and
registration forms (due by January 19, 2017), visit the
BCA website: buddbistchurchesofamerica.org.

See the March 2016 issue of the Wheel of Dharma
(available on the BCA website) for articles by Rev. Peter

DoubleTree Suites,
Tukwila

Hosted by the Tacoma Buddhist Temple

Registration and hotel costs are well worth the stay.
We maintain these annual conventions to continue the
friendships that keep our northwest together. Every-
one departs with a little more awareness of self, and
how can you miss when our theme is “WAKE UP!”?

Hata and Laverne Imori reflecting on last year’s Winter
Pacific Seminar. You can also view videos with speakers
Dr. Mark Blum and Rev. Henry Adams presenting in
English and Japanese on YouTube. Go to YouTube.com,
search for “BCA Center for Buddhist Education Chan-
nel” then search for “2016 Winter Pacific Seminar.”
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2016 Winter MAP Addresses Changing Times

By Kaitlyn Mascher-Mace
Tri-State/Denver Buddhist Temple
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Above: The 2016 Winter MAP seminar was attended by 19 participants, including four first-
timers, four with Tokudo ordination, and five IBS students. (Seated, L. to r.) Irene Goto, Edythe
Vassall, Joy Zavala, Rosalyn Dong, Cynthia Y asaki, Ellen Crane, and Tina Donisi.
(Standing, I. to r.) Rev. Marvin Harada, Maribeth Smitty Smith, Tadao Koyama, Jesse Zavala,
George Thow, Kaitlyn Mascher-Mace, Landon Y amaoka, 1 eonora Clarke, Noriko Kawai,
Tara Umemoto, and Rev. Kiyonobun Kuwabara. Not pictured: James Pollard, Blayne Higa, and
Rev. Masato Yanagida. Center: Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto (far right) displayed an anthentic
Rennyo Shonin six-character scroll. Below: A lecture in progress.

Against the backdrop of a brisk and overcast coastal California day, I arrived at
the Jodo Shinshu Center (JSC) for my first ever Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP)
seminar. I was somewhat nervous, as this was a big step outside of my day-to-day life,
and although I had been studying for years and was extremely excited to be there, it
remained a step into the unknown. No one from the Tri-State/Denver Buddhist tem-
ple had participated in this program
in quite a long time, so I found my-
self unsure of what I would find.
What I found, however, was a group
of good Dharma friends and an ex-
perience which has left me more
energized to learn, participate, and
spread the Dharma than ever before.

The Winter MAP session in
Berkeley from December 8-10 fea-
tured a diverse group of ministers’
assistants from temples as far away
as Chicago and Seattle. On the first
day, we enjoyed an excellent session
from Rev. Harry Bridge on Chanting
and Liturgy, including the Shoshinge.
From that first day found ourselves
thrown directly into leading services
and giving Dharma talks, including at

the Dbarmathon, an
event where almost
everyone presented
a short talk. Excep-
tional  home-style
meals graced the
tables every day.

The second
day was highlighted
with a presentation
from  Professor
John Nelson of the
University of San
Francisco titled “Adaptation and Experimentation for Religious Institutions.” He gave
an overview of his research into how Buddhist Temples in Japan have approached the
ongoing problem of shrinking membership. Temples are utilizing methods as unortho-
dox as minister fashion shows, anime-style marketing, and opening bars where the
general public can be served drinks directly by ministers and monks. This last concept,
the Bozu Bar, has become very popular, and is growing across Japan. The following
session by Rev. Ronald Kobata on Buddhism exploring the “Spiritual-But-Not-
Religious” concept perfectly complimented Dr. Nelson’s talk.

Tacking in another direction, we then walked a few blocks from the JSC to the
Berkeley Buddhist Monastery. We met with Rev. Heng Sure, who introduced us to the
world of the late Chinese master Xu Yun. Rev. Heng Sure and the monks-in-training
gave the group an in-depth explanation of their practices, and I left with a greater un-
derstanding of the width and breadth that is Buddhism in this world. To close out the
second day, we had an open and far-reaching conversation about the book The Unbin-
dered Path by Rev. John Paraskevopoulos. While Rev. Paraskevopoulos was not able to
attend, his book did prompt extended discussion amongst all of the ministers’ assis-
tants and Rev. Harada.

Before the session drew to a close, we had one last class with Rev. Dr. David
Matsumoto on one of the most popular texts in Jodo Shinshu, the Tannisho. Rev.
Matsumoto went into depth on the 11th and 12th sections, and helped clear up a lot
of my misunderstandings on the writing of Yuien. We were also all provided the op-
portunity to view an original Rennyo Shonin Newbutsu Scroll—an amazing piece of
Shin Buddhist history. As we parted and final goodbyes were said, I had the chance to
reflect on the previous three days and realize that not only had I learned more about
Shin Buddhism and being Shin Buddhist, but that this experience has likely caused a
far-reaching change to my path through this life. I look forward to the next time in
which conditions allow all of my new Dharma friends to gather in person and again
share the teachings of the Buddha.

Stem Cell Donor Needed!

A Call for Support from
Our Multi-Racial BCA Members & Friends

Aaron Lee is urgently in need of a stem cell donor to save his life! Aaron
has been an active participant in the CBE TechnoBuddha program for several years.
Shortly after his 33rd birthday, he was diagnosed with stage IV diffuse large B-cell
lymphoma. As of October, Aaron completed his second round of brutal, high-dose
chemotherapy.

Aaron’s difficulty in finding a stem cell donor arises from his ancestry: Chinese,
Polish, and Russian-Ashkenazi Jewish. To help more patients like Aaron find a do-
nor, we need to increase the ethnic diversity of the registry. By taking one simple
cheek swab, you can learn if you could possibly save a life.

We are asking and encouraging our multi-racial Buddhist Churches of America
members and friends to consider signing up as a potential marrow donor by going to
the Be The Match® marrow registry at join.bethemateh.org/ match4aaron and getting
your swab kit in the mail. Your support is greatly appreciated!

OUR JODO SHINSHU TRADITIONS
The Jodo Shinshu Naijin Shrine

In Jodo Shinshu Buddhist temples, the main hall, or Hondo, is
divided into two areas: the Naijin and the Gejin. The Naijin is
the (inner) altar area, and the Gejin is the (outer) seating ar-
ea. Most Buddhist ceremonies and rituals take place in or in front of the Naijin.
The Naijin is where objects of reverence are placed and where Buddhist priests
officiate during services. You may see the word spelled “Onaijin.” The letter “o-"
placed before the word Naijin (or “go-" placed before other words) is an honorific
form showing respect for what the word represents.

(Excerpted from the pamphlet “The Jodo Shinshu Naijin Shrine” by Rev. C. Myokai Himaka, pub-
lished by the Buddhist Churches of America Southern District Ministers’ Association with funding
from the Southern District Council.) See the Spokane Buddhist Temple’s onaijin on page 2.

2017 BCA Educational Events

Programs subject to change. Events at the Jodo Shinshu Center nnless otherwise noted.

January 13 ~ Go-Shoki Ho-On-Ko Setvice. Shinran Shonin’s Memotial Day com-
memoration will be held in the Kodo. Free and open to the public.

January 20-22 ~ CBE Temple Leadership Workshop: Cultivating Dharma-
Centered Leadership. To help temple leaders learn in a supportive environment how
to work with the BCA, strengthen the Sangha, and provide more opportunities to
share the Dharma. Registration due January 4. Contact CBE for more information.

January 28 ~ Winter Pacific Seminar: East Meets West “Dharmathon” at the
Los Angeles Betsuin. A series of Dharma messages in English and Japanese will be
given by ministers from the Higashi and Nishi traditions. Registration $40, due Jan. 19.
Contact Rev. Koho Takata at (213) 680-9130 or email NishiDharmaCenter@gmail.com.

March 1-4 ~ BCA Ministers Association and BCA National Council Meetings
(NCM) in San Jose, CA.

March 2 ~ CBE Symposium “Buddha at Work” at San Jose Betsuin, 1-5 pm.
Featured speakers: Franz Metcalf and B.J. Gallagher, co-authors of Being Buddha at
Work, Dr. Richard Payne discussing his book, How Much is Enough? and Brian Nagata
on the Buddhist Philanthropist, Rev. Dr. Yehan Numata. Symposium is free and open
to the public. Presented in conjunction with the BCA National Council Meetings.

March 3 & 4 ~ Chanting and Dharmathon at San Jose Betsuin, Friday 3:30-5 pm,
and Dharmathon at San Jose Marriott Hotel, Saturday 3:30-5 pm. Chanting of mu-
sical version of Shoshinge for the Gomonshu’s Accession Ceremony; speakers Rev. Nar-
iaki Hayashi and Rick Stambul. Saturday speakers include Rev. Yushi Mukojima, Sumi
Tanabe, Gary Mukai, Nick San Juan, and YAC.

April 21-22 ~ Federation of Dharma School Teachers’ Leagues (FDSTL) Con-
ference in Fresno, CA.

April 28-30 ~ 10th Annual TechnoBuddha Conference.
May 13 ~ Spring Japanese Seminar. Speakers to be announced.
May 19 ~ Gotan-e Service. Speakers to be announced.

May 30-June 1 ~ Ministers’ Continuing Education (MCE) Seminar. Presented by
the Center for Buddhist Education. For more details, contact CBE.

July 20-23 ~ Dharma Training for School Teachers. Presented by IBS and BCA.

July 22-30 ~ Eastern Tour: Rev. Sonam Wangdi Bhutia (Tentative). Speaking
tour to Chicago and New York. Presented by CBE.

August 17-19 ~ Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course August Workshop.

August 18-20 ~ Summer Pacific Seminar and Summer Minister’s Assistant Pro-
gram (MAP). Begins Friday at 7 pm. Keynote speaker: Rev. John Paraskevopoulos,
author of Call of the Infinite and other books on Jodo Shinshu Buddhism. Co-sponsored
by IBS & CBE.

August 25-27 ~ Book Talk and Seminar with Rev. Dr. Ken Tanaka. Free, dona-
tions gratefully accepted.

September 26-29 ~ West and East Hong(w)anji Overseas Propagation Ex-
change (WEHOPE).

September 28-30 ~ Fall Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP) Seminar: North-
west District (location TBD).

September 30 ~ Fall Japanese Seminar. Speakers to be announced.
December 7-9 ~ Winter Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP) Seminar.

BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org Email: che@bcahq.org Phone: (510) 809-1460
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Institute of Buddhist Studies Announces
2017 Student Scholarships

By Dr. Scott A. Mitchell,
IBS Dean of Students and Faculty Affairs

For more than half a century,
the Institute of Buddhist Studies
(IBS) has offered graduate-level
those
pursuing careers in Shin Buddhist

educational programs for
ministry, Buddhist chaplaincy, and
the academic study of Buddhism.
To support our students and make

our programs more widely acces-
sible, IBS offers a range of financial
scholarships and awards. We are pleased to announce
the following awards for the 2017 school year for new
and returning students.

The Hongwanji Scholarship Award

Thanks to the generous support of the Jodo Shinsha
Hongwanji-ha, IBS is pleased to offer an annual
scholarship to one qualified student enrolled in either
the Master of Buddhist Studies or Master of Divinity
degree program. This scholarship is awarded to a stu-
dent in need who shows exceptional academic promise
or a history of religious leadership with a clear vision
of how she/he will apply their education at the IBS
post-graduation as a scholar, minister, or chaplain. The
applicant must intend to enroll as a full-time student
for the duration of the year of the award; the award will
at minimum cover 50% of full-time tuition for a full
academic year. Award recipients will be profiled in the
Buddhist Churches of America’s Wheel of Dharma and
on the IBS website.

Application materials must be received no later
than March 1. Applications should include:
Scholarship  Award

1. Hongwanji application

(available via the IBS website);

2. IBS financial aid application (available via the
IBS website);

3. Cover letter addressed to the Scholarship Com-
mittee detailing why the applicant is qualified for the
award, what her/his goals are in the IBS program;
and what contribution she/he hopes to make post-
graduation in a specific community or academic field;

4. Current resume or curriculum vitae;

5. Two letters of recommendation (they may be
the same letters used for application to the degree
program).

Additionally, IBS is able to award the following
scholarships to eligible students:

Shin Buddhbist Ministerial Scholarships

Thanks to the generous support of private donors,
members of the BCA, and the Friends of IBS program,
those students wishing to pursue a career in Jodo
Shinshit ministry are eligible for generous financial
aid awards. A special fund has been created for female
ministerial aspirants.

Buddbhist Chaplaincy Scholarships

Students enrolled in qualifying programs with ca-
reer aspirations in Buddhist chaplaincy are encouraged
to apply for scholarships to support their studies at IBS.

New and returning students must complete the
IBS financial aid application and return all application
materials no later than March 1 to be eligible. To ap-
ply to a degree or certificate program, please visit our
website shin-ibs.edu. Applications for students entering
the program in fall 2017 are due February 15.

If you have any questions, would like more infor-
mation, or would like to donate to IBS, please message
us at info@shin-ibs.edu or call 510-809-1444.

D.T. Suzuki

Continued from Front Page

bia University was our first
speaker and moderator. Dr.
Okihiro gave an excellent talk
on the Japanese immigration
to America. It was the perfect
backdrop for the rest of the
keynote speakers.

Dr. James Dobbins from
Oberlin ~ University ~ spoke
about D.T. Suzuki, who was
born into a Jodo Shinshu
family and became a Zen Bud-
dhist. In his later years, he
returned to Shin Buddhism
with his writings on Shinran
Shonin’s Kyagyoshinsho.

Nelson Foster Roshi from
the Diamond Ring of Bone
Zendo in Nevada presented
next. He described D.T.
Suzuki’s contribution to the
Zen Buddhist
Suzuki has influenced every
zendo (meditation hall) in the
USA.

Dr. Akemi Iwamoto from
the D.T. Suzuki Museum in
Kanazawa, Japan explained
how the architect Yoshio Tani-
guchi designed that museum

community;

around Suzuki’s writings on
Zen. Taniguchi is the architect
who redesigned the Museum
of Modern Art.

Our last speaker was Rev.
Dr. Mark Unno, who gave

an excellent wrap-up with

Dr. Gary Okihiro of Columbia
University was the first speaker
and moderator.

personal glimpses of his and
his father’s (Rev. Dr. Taitetsu
Unno) relationship with Su-
zuki sensei.

New York Buddhist
Church  (NYBC) members
closed the talks with cul-

tural performances. Sahotae
Tachibana (Nancy Okada) did
an exquisite classical Japanese
dance performance, and Jose-
phine Seki gave a vocal recital.

We then moved the pro-
gram to the museum’s main
lobby and the great thunder-
ing beat of the Soh Daiko
Taiko Drummers. This was
followed by Iaido and Kendo
sword-based martial arts dem-
onstrations by the Ken-Zen
Institute, founded by former
NYBC head minister Rev.
Shunshin Kan. The evening
ended with the Ai Dance
Theater Ensemble performing
a lively contemporary Japanese
number.

Thank you for helping to share the Buddha, Dharma ¢ Sangha!

Scenes from BCA Programs -- Nurturing the Buddha Dharma Sangha: Left to right: Judy Kono and CBE volunteer team, Technobuddhas enjoy homestyle meals at JSC, and Minister Assistant
Program (MAP) seminar. Photos by Tim Shimizu and Wheel of Dharma

BCA Dana
Program Update

Welcome to the New Year!

Do you know all about the BCA Dana
Program?

Started in 2015, the Dana Program is an easy
way for you the support the Buddhist Churches
of America year after year with a recurring gift.
Replacing the necessity to have new fundraisers
every year, the Dana Program is continuous and
supports the programs, people, and events of
the BCA and the areas of most need.

Pick up a brochure at your local temple
or visit BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org/BCA-
Dana-Program to download the brochure.

If you would like to give now, please send
your donation to the BCA with the donation
form below or donate online. You can call us at
(415) 776-5650 x311 or message us at donate@
beahq.org if you have any questions.

Thank you for your support!
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Dana

Program

Offerings in Gratitude
Continuing the Legacy of the Nembutsu Teachings

Buddhist Churches of America
Endowment Foundation

Thank you for supporting the

Buddhist Churches of America!

Please complete this form and mail to:

BCA Endowment Foundation, 1710 Octavia Street,
San Francisco, CA 94109~ 4341,

WAME

aﬂﬂli‘s;

CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE
TEMPLE AFFILIATION

E-MAIL ADDRESS

A RECURRING DONATION to the Dana Program is
recommended. Your offerings will be allocated to the
areas of greatest need.

You can make your offerings at any frequency: annually,
bi-annually, quarterly or monthly. If you choose monthly,
please consider the online giving option.

| Yes! Iwould like to make a recurring donation
Suggested amounts PER YEAR:
151,200 [ 8600 s300 [s
(£, $1,100 - MONTHLY OFFERINGS OF $106; OR QUARTERLY OF $300)
| I am making a one-time donation now.

Amount: $

Please make your check payable te: BCA ENDOWMENT
FOUNDATION and put DANA PROGRAM in the memo section.

Yes! I would like to share 50% of my offering with:

NAME OF BCA TEMPLE / CHURCH

] Yes! my employer will make a matching contribution.

The BCA Endowment Foundation is a 501(3)c
non-profit charitable organization.
(BCA ENDOWMENT FOUNDATION EIN: 94-2857583)

On-line Offering

You can easily make your offering using your credit card
by visiting the BCA website at:
buddhistchurchesofamerica.org

and selecting the Dana Program icon

or going directly to:

bea.kindful.com

By giving online you will be able to electronically track

and modify your giving schedule.

Other Methods of Offering

| Twill make arrangements with my Bank for DIRECT
PAYMENT to the BCA ENDOWMENT FOUNDATION

1 Charge my CREDIT CARD

NAME ON CARD
CARD HO. np.‘mu T cev
SIGNATURE

BILLING STREET ADDRESS

BILLING CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE

Please end my recurring offering on: (sprional)

HONTH DAY YEAR

Yes! Contact me regarding Planned Giving, bequests,
and other opportunities for long- term giving

opportunities with the BCA Endowment Foundation.

We are here to answer your guestions about the Dana
Program at donate@beabg.org or 415- 776- 5600 x311.
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