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BCA Ministers’

Summer Retreat

By Rev. Harry Bridge,
Chair, Bay District Ministers Association

The Buddhist Churches of America
(BCA) Ministers Association held its annual
Summer Retreat at the Jodo Shinshu Center
(JSC) from August 15-17, 2016, hosted by
the Bay District Ministers Association. Two
ministers from the Honpa Hongwanji Mis-
sion of Hawaii attended as guests. In addition,
six ministers from the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist
Temples of Canada attended, participating
in the presentations and holding their own
meetings.

One of the activities was a trip to the
Japanese Cemetery in Colma, the site of a
memorial with the names of deceased BCA
bishops and ministers. A service was held in
front of the monument. It was very moving
to hear the chanting of ministers from three
Kyodan (overseas districts) in praise of the
Buddha and in memory of those ministers
and bishops who did so much to share the
Dharma on the mainland U.S.

This year’s event focused on ethics. The
Bay District Ministers led several presenta-
tions on the role of ministers regarding social
issues and community involvement by BCA
ministers and sangha, and an overview of
Shin Buddhist social ethics. There was also
a session on “Cultural Transitions” by Sensei
Elaine Donlin, a minister’s assistant from the
Buddhist Church of San Francisco. On the
final day, a panel examined the death penalty,
motivated by upcoming ballot measures in
the State of California. The Bay District min-
isters and others had researched and studied
this topic in the context of Buddhist ethics
for over a year. After intensive discussion
during which many concerns were shared,
the resolution opposing the death penalty
(below) was adopted by a majority of those
present.

The Bay District Ministers Association
would like to express its appreciation to the
JSC staff and volunteers, and Bay District
temple members who helped us host this
historic event.

August 18, 2016

Resolution Opposing
the Death Penalty

WHEREAS, The foundations of the Bud-
dha’s teachings affirm the sacredness
of all life and the unique potential of
human beings to realize compassion,
fulfillment and liberation; and,

WHEREAS, The first of the Buddhist
moral and ethical guidelines encourages
us to abstain from harming any living
being; and,

WHEREAS, Our founder, Shinran Shonin,
realized that despite our best intentions,
without dismissing personal responsibil-
ity, unanticipated circumstances may
give rise to emotions and to behavior by
any of us that is beyond our imagination;

WE, the Buddhist Churches of America
Ministers Association, HEREBY RESOLVE
our support for the repeal of the death
penalty across these United States.

FBWA 44th Conference in Bellevue, WA
“Linked in the Nembutsu: Tsunagatte”

At the closing service everyone circled the room, linked to each other by a paper chain made from the get-acquainted
activity and sang “Golden Chain.” Left photo includes: Rev. Carol Himaka, Rev. Sala Sekiya, Rev. Kojo Kakihara, Rev.
Mutsumi Wondra and minister’s assistants. Photo by Ann Oxrieder. Top, right: The FBWA Cabinet for 2017-2018 was
installed by Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop. Left to right: Yoko Miyoshi and Irene Hara, co-treasurer/auditor; Julie
Doi, corresponding secretary; Alice Fujikawa (standing in for Aiko Kamine), Japanese recording and corresponding
secretary; Janice Yoshimoto and Sharon Asakawa (standing in for Betty Mori and Janie Nitta); English recording
secretaries; Denise Kusunoki, vice-president; Nancy Kimura and Nanette Nakamichi; co-presidents. Not present:
Rinban Kakei Nakagawa; ministerial advisor. Photos by Tom Nishikawa except where noted.

The Federation of Buddhist Women’s As-
sociations (FBWA) celebrated its 44th conference:
“Linked in the Nembutsu: Tsunagatte,” from
October 7-9 in Bellevue, Washington at the Westin
Bellevue. Hosted by the Northwest District, over
300 gathered to enjoy inspiring dharma and creative
sangha activities.

The get-acquainted activity encouraged each
guest to meet five others, and write their names and
description of how they were “connected,” or linked
on strips of paper. The idea that all beings are linked
to each other and to the universal vow of compas-
sion was emphasized throughout the weekend.

English language keynote speaker Dr. Sharon
Suh, professor and chair of the Department of
Religious Studies at Seattle University, addressed
the interconnectedness of mind and body. “Popular
culture tells us our [women’s] bodies are not good
enough. Instead we should treat them as gifts and

nurtured as such.”

Japanese language keynote speaker Reverend
Mutsumi Wondra, minister from the Orange
County Buddhist Church, quoted from the
Kyogyoshinsho, “If you should come to realize the
true teachings of Buddha-Dharma, rejoice at the
conditions from the distant past that have brought
it about”.

Multiple workshops reinforced the idea of con-
nections whether through shared music, chanting,
applying lessons from the past to the future, or
Sangha members working together. The weekend
concluded with many smiles and everyone look-
ing forward to the 45th  FBWA Conference to be
hosted by the Central District in 2018.

Please join us on Facebook: http://buddhist-
churchesofamerica.org/2016fbwaconference

Read more about FBWA on Page 3 in Presi-
dent’s Message.
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Upper photo: English keynote
speaker, Dr. Sharon Suh. Lower
photo: Japanese keynote speaker,
Rev. Mutsumi Wondra.

Celebrating 100 Years of Tri-State/Denver Buddhist Temple:
Gratitude for the Past and Aspirations for the Future

Glenn Asakawa. See Page 6 for story and photos.

On October 1-2, 2016, the Tri-State/Denver Buddhist Temple (TSDBT) celebrated its 100-year past while energizing members for the future. Photos by

om,

TH
10Anniversary of the
JODO SHINSHU CENTER

Realizing the Vision

Enjoy the Jodo Shinshu Center
10th Anniversary Commemoration
Online at the BCA website:
buddhistchurchesofamerica.org

Photos by Keith Uyemura
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Resilience

By Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop

“Resilience” is the word that
came to my mind when I learned
about the histories of several BCA
temples and churches and their af-
filiated organizations during recent
anniversary celebrations. In the past
few months, I have been honored to
officiate commemorative services
at Vista Buddhist Temple (35th
anniversary and kieshiki service),
Mountain View Buddhist Temple
(55th anniversary and kieshiki
service) and its Buddhist Women’s
Association  (50th anniversary),
Buddhist Temple of Alameda and
its Buddhist Women’s Association
(centennials and kieshiki service),
Tri-State/Denver Buddhist
Temple (centennial and kieshiki
service), and the Buddhist Temple
of San Diego (90th anniversary
and kieshiki service) and it’s Junior
Young Buddhist’s Association (Jr.
YBA 65th anniversary reunion).
Each temple has its own unique
history. Some published history
books with members’ stories, and

some compiled video footage for
future generations.

Our predecessors were con-
stantly faced with difficulties and
challenges including discrimina-
tion, the Great Depression, fire,
forced

disasters, but they never gave up.

relocation, and natural
Instead, they were reenergized and
able to pull together. Amazing!!

I would like to share one of
many stories. At the Tri-State/Den-
ver Buddhist Temple, I officiated
a dedication service for their new
nokotsudo (columbarium). There is
an old Amida Buddha statue in the
altar there. The statue shows signs
of fire damage. The members said
that the statue survived a big fire in
1962. They decided not to repair
it and placed it in the nokotsudo as
is. I thought it was a good way to
remember the hardships that the
temple and the members had gone
through. It symbolizes everyone’s
hardships.

We often hear that everything
is interdependent and imperma-
nent. What it means is that we live

Rev. Umezu (center) officiated the Tri-State/Denver Buddhist Temple Kieshiki
service on October 2, 2016, assisted by Rev. Doei Fujii (at right), Rev. Diana
Thompson (at left), and minister’s assistants. The ceremony took place as part
of their Centennial. See pages 1 and 6

in a world of uncertainty. We don’t
know what might happen to us or
when something might happen. In
other words, anything is possible.
People with a deep understanding
of this reality can continue to live
their lives without criticizing their
circumstances. They are able to ac-
cept their conditions and move on.
This is their strength.

I have met many people like
our predecessors. More and more
people want to be like them by
hearing the Dharma; 201 people
received Buddhist names at kieshiki

services and expressed the wish to
live their lives revering the Bud-
dha, Dharma, and Sangha as their
guiding light. Their smiles gave
me more energy to serve as your
Bishop.
Once

I would like

to congratulate all the temples,

again,

churches, and affiliated organiza-
tions for their wonderful histories
and members’ commitment and
dedication. Let us not waste their
efforts. Let us receive the wonder-

ful gifts that they have passed on

to us.

AR anD
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By Rev. Yuki Sugahara,
Buddhist Church of Florin

In Japan, there is a national
holiday in October called Health
and Sports Day. Around this time,
many schools and local areas have
their own Undokai, or sports day.
Recently, “human pyramids” are
what often make news in Japan.

When I was a student, the pyr-

Transmission of Life

to be learned from these human
pyramids is to realize that we do
not live alone (interdependence),
and the importance of teamwork.
However, if we compete for
heights and levels, then I feel our
teachers need to emphasize the
most important part of this activ-
ity, that is, teamwork. But there
must be better way to teach this
lesson.

In contrast, I feel that this hu-
man pyramid is also an expression
of our unique lives. If we are on
the top of the pyramid, there are
many people supporting us so that
we can stand on the top. If we lack
one person in the pyramid, it will
easily collapse. Our lives are the
same.

I am the fifteenth generation of
ministers from my home temple.
If my calculation is right, I have

missing. However, our lives are
not that simple. If we lacked one
person from our past, we would
not be here today—just like the
human pyramids. Don’t you think
that is amazing?

My wife Namiko has a brother
who is just one year older than
her. Namiko told me that when
her mother was pregnant with her,
the doctor asked her mother if she
wanted to abort the pregnancy.
The doctor thought it would be
too hard to raise two babies so
close in age. But Namiko’s mother
said she wanted to keep the baby.
That is why Namiko is here today.
And now Namiko is the mother
of two children of her own. If my
mother-in-law had made a dif-
ferent choice, I would not have a
wife, daughter, and son who give

me so much joy. When you think
about it, life is truly amazing.

For me, over 32,766 people’s
choices transmitted this life to
me. In addition to that, I am
the fifteenth generation minister
from my home temple because of
my 32,766+ direct ancestors, the
members of the temple, and the
enormous number of members’
ancestors who enjoyed the Nem-
butsu teaching and handed it down
from generation to generation.

Now, what about your life? A
lot of temples are going to observe
Eitaikyo in November. Eiraikyo is
a Japanese Buddhist observance
that allows us to remember those
who have come before us to share
the Nembutsu teachings. So please
think about the legacy of your life
on this occasion of Eitaikyo.

amids were only about four levels 32,766 direct ancestors. This 4 )
at the most. But now, schools are  number of people could not fit With Namo Amida Butsu
competing against other schools’ into the Oracle Arena; they could )z
i . . on my lips
pyramid heights and levels. As you  fill two-thirds of AT&T Park. If Dere i b
can imagine, there are accidents we were talking about a basketball there is notning toﬁdr’
such as people falling and break- or baseball game, the game would
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started at that time.

Senshin Buddhist Temple
1311 W. 37th Street

Los Angeles, CA 90007

Tel: (323) 731-4617

e-mail: senshinji@gmail.com
www.senshintemple.org

Senshin Buddhist Temple

Senshin Buddhist Temple is located in the Southwest area of Los Angeles, California. It is also referred
to as Seinan by those of Japanese ancestry.

The temple originated as a Japanese language school, Senshin Gakuin, founded in 1928 by Rev. and Mrs.
Junin Ono of the Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple. Dharma school classes were also

In 1938, Senshin Gakuin relocated to a new building dedicated for use as a hondo (main hall for
religious purposes), social hall, Dharma school, and Japanese language school. In 1952, the temple
became independent and in 1966, the current hondo was built on an adjacent property. In June of
2016, the 50th Anniversary of the Hondo was held. Currently, the social hall is undergoing renovations

and will re-open in the spring of 2017.

Senshin Buddhist Temple is proud to be the home of two performing arts ensembles; Kinnara Taiko
(Japanese drumming) and Kinnara Gagaku (Japanese court music, accompanied by Bugaku dance).
The groups were started by Rev. Masao Kodani nearly half a century ago and continue to be active to

this day.
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENT:
Director of Operations

The Buddhist Churches of America, a
California non-profit corporation (BCA)
is seeking qualified candidates for the
position of Director of Operations in
the BCA National Headquarters Office
in San Francisco. This position is
responsible for the administration and
implementation of the strategic vision of
the BCA. See the complete job posting
at: buddhistchurchesofamerica.org,
under the “Contact Us” tab, or go to this
link: buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/job-
announcement
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Federation of Buddhist Women’s Associations:

A Legacy of Compassion

By Ken Tanimoto, BCA President

On the first weekend of October I had the pleasure
of attending the 44th Federation of Buddhist Women’s
Associations (FBWA) Conference “Linked in the Nem-
butsu: Tsunagatte” in Bellevue, Washington. I thank June
Akita and Fran Shintaku, co-chairs of the event, and the
rest of the hosting committee members who opened my
eyes to the rich history and achievements of the FBWA
over the years.

At the conference, I
learned of Lady Takeko
Kujo (1887-1928), daugh-
ter of Koson Ohtani, the
21st Abbot of the Jodo
Shinshu

Lady Kujo was visionary

Hongwanji-ha.

even in her early twenties,
when she founded the
Fujinkai, the Jodo Shinshu

female auxiliary group to

Lady Takeko Kujo
1887 - 1928

help temples as well as the

general Japanese community. She dedicated her life to
taking care of sick and unfortunate individuals needing
medical care in the slums of Tokyo. Through her efforts,

Lady Kujo founded one of Japan’s first modern medical
centers, Asoka Hospital.

The Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) FBWA has
been in existence since February 16, 1952. The stereotype
of the FWBA having a subservient identity is diminish-
ing. Like Lady Kujo, many of our FBWA members have
dedicated their time and resources not just helping to
support temple events, but have been invaluable in help-
ing to share the Dharma.

FBWA has assisted the BCA in funding its educational
organizations, including the Institute of Buddhist Studies
(IBS) and many Federation of Dharma School Teachers
League programs. The FBWA also sponsors many Dharma
lectures, conferences, and other events for the well-being
of the Sangha. In 2007 the FBWA passed a resolution
whereby all member BWAs donated to the Center for
Buddhist Education (CBE) for three years, raising over
$150,000 for programs and operational expenses.

The FBWA are forward thinkers and doers. Recently
the BCA indicated that the IBS, which is applying for
accreditation status in the State of California, needs an-
other professorial chair. At the final delegates’ meeting of
this FBWA conference, district representatives discussed
this need and almost unanimously voted to spearhead
“the establishment of an Endowed Chair in Jodo Shinshu

At the Federation of Buddhist Women'’s Associations Conference
(left to right): Ken Tanimoto, BCA President, with Shizue Yahata,
current FBWA president, and Nancy Kimura and Nanette
Nakamichi, 2017-18 FBWA Co-Presidents, Central District.

Studies in Memory of Eshinni and Kakushinni (wife and
daughter of Shinran Shonin) at the Buddhist Churches
of America, Institute of Buddhist Studies.” The IBS and
BCA thank the FBWA for their initiative.

I have a much deeper appreciation for the FBWA since
attending their conference. I have seen what they have
done in the past and can see many achievements to come
in the future. The FWBA is a modern-day organization
that is constantly changing to keep up with our evolving
world. It will be the backbone of our BCA organization
for years to come. Thank you, FBWA members, for your
commitment to help propagate Jodo Shinshu Buddhism.

The Power of Faith

Affirmation Ceremony

By Rev. Candice Shibata,
Berkeley Buddhist Temple

September 29, 2016
was not just an ordinary
Thursday. It marked a day
when leaders of various faith-
based organizations and the

community from Alameda
County came together for one
reason; to celebrate the power of faith. This event called,
“The Power of Faith,” was a vision of Alameda County
Supervisor Keith Carson. It was a vision that came to
fruition after months of planning through Supervisor
Carson’s guidance, his dedicated team, and through the
voices of community faith-based leaders.

The afternoon event was filled with resource tables,
panel discussions about funding opportunities for the
faith-based community, and separate breakout sessions
that focused on addressing the homelessness and hous-
ing crisis and how to engage the youth to sustain their
involvement in faith-based organizations. Regardless of
which religious organization we were affiliated with,
it was agreed upon that many social issues, including
the two that were focused on, affect each and every one
of us. In our current world where we are faced with
numerous social issues, war and the aftermath of de-
struction, natural disasters and our own effects on the
environment, and so many other concerns, one aspect
bonded us all together that day; the power of faith.

I thought about this event and each of the religions

that were represented. Instead of focusing on what
made us different, I thought about what bonded us in a
similar way. Although the Three Jewels—the Buddha,
Dharma, and Sangha—span all schools of Buddhism, I
like to think of each religion as having some component
of the Three Jewels. In regards to the first jewel, we each
have an insightful teacher who guides us. Pertaining to
the second jewel, we are fortunate to have the doctrine
of this wonderful teacher. Lastly, each faith-based com-
munity has the third jewel, which is the community of
its temple, church, synagogue, mosque, etc. Together,
these components of each of our religious communities
guide and support us in our daily lives.

From a Jodo Shinshu Buddhist perspective, I would
like to translate the event theme of the “Power of Faith”
to “Other Power.” Other Power is the working of the
Primal Vow, and as Dr. Taitetsu Unno explained on
pages 36-37 in his book, River of Fire, River of Wa-
ter, “as a bodhisattva, Dharmakara saw deeply into
the immense sufferings of all beings, identified with
them completely, discerned their causes, found a way
to eliminate them, and prepared the practice for each
being to attain liberation...Other Power then, is the
working of great compassion that gives itself completely
to each form of life.”

As members of the Jodo Shinshu community, we ac-
knowledge that there is suffering in this life. However,
if we live a life based on the Nembutsu teachings, we
can be liberated from this suffering due to the compas-
sionate workings of Other Power. That indeed, is the
power of faith.

BCA’s Newest Minister

to take part in the International

The Buddhist Temple of Alameda’s Buddhist Affirmation Ceremony
was conducted by BCA Bishop, Rev. Kodo Umezu. Seated second
row left to right are Rev. Dr. Shoyo Taniguchi, former BCA minister;
Rev. Zuikei Taniguchi, resident minister; Rev. Umezu; and Shigeki

My name is Yugo Fujita. I

arrived in San Francisco on Sep-
tember 27, 2016 as a new Kaikyoshi
minister for the Buddhist Churches
(BCA).
my orientation at the San Jose
Buddhist Church Betsuin, I was
assigned to the Buddhist Temple of
Salinas on October 10, 2016.

I am from Kagawa Prefecture

on the island of Shikoku, which

of America Following

is located in the southeast part of
Japan just across the Seto Inland
Sea from Hiroshima. I am from a
temple family. My family temple’s
name is Choen-ji. My father and
uncle are ministers there.

I attended Ryukoku Univer-
sity in Kyoto and graduated with
a Bachelor’s Degree in Jodo Shin-
shu Buddhism and Social Welfare.
Following that I continued my
education at the Ryukoku Gradu-
ate School of Practical Jodo Shin-
shu Buddhist Studies. Ryukoku
University was established by the
Hongwanji Temple. During my
final year, I left the graduate school
because 1 decided to become a
minister in the Buddhist Churches
of America.

I was happy and fortunate

Ministerial Orientation Program
(IMOP) in 2015. It was my experi-
ence in the IMOP program that has
brought me here to the BCA as a
Kaikyoshi. 1 would like to express
my sincere and deep appreciation
to Bishop Kodo Umezu, and the
ministers and members of the BCA
for welcoming me and allowing me
to be part of the BCA family.

As a new minister, I realize
that I have lots to learn about the
BCA and the USA. I look forward
to sharing, reciting and enjoying
the Nembutsu with all of you and
greatly appreciate your guidance
and encouragement.

Gassho,

Rev. Yugo Fujita

Buddhist Temple of Salinas

Sugiyama, minister’s assistant. Photo by Linda Babcock.

By Shaku Zensho Nakano,
Buddhist Temple of Alameda

On Sunday, September
25, 2016, the Buddhist Tem-
ple of Alameda conducted
a Buddhist Affirmation (or
Kieshiki) Ceremony as part of
the Centennial Celebration.
Rev. Kodo Umezu, Bishop
of the Buddhist Churches
of America, performed the
service.

When this ceremony was
first announced, names of
members wanting a homyo
(Buddhist name) started com-
ing in, and they kepr coming
in. The final number of
applicants was 58! No one ex-
pected such a large response.
Everyone wants a homyo—but
what is a homyo?

A homyo is a Buddhist
name that reflects the quali-
ties a person has, or offers
an ideal to aspire to achieve.
At the beginning of a Jodo
Shinshu funeral, the deceased
person’s homyo is read or
sometimes chosen and given
by the minister. Because of
this, many people think of a
homyo as a “death name”—
the name a person is given
after they die. However, an
affirmation ceremony is the

“affirming” of one’s desire
to live one’s life as a Bud-
dhist, finding refuge in the
Three Treasures. A homyo is
more like a new name when
a person transitions into life
as a Jodo Shinshu Buddhist.
If you weren’t given a homyo
during your lifetime, you
receive one upon death. But,
if you can receive your homyo
while you are living, you are
able to make an effort to live
up to your new name.

Following the service, the
party moved into the Social
Hall where recipients were
congratulated on their new
names. The temple provided
a delicious bento box lunch,
and there was a premier
showing of the video, Our
Second Home, created spe-
cifically for the Centennial.
The video was produced by
temple members, Mr. John
McCue and his wife, Ms.
Amy Tomine. John and Amy
worked on this project for the
past four years; it is a history
of the temple, and contains
many interviews of current
members.

The events of the day were
a ficting ending to the Cen-
tennial celebrations for the
Buddhist Temple of Alameda.
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WINTER PACIFIC SEMINAR - 21ST CENTURY

FAST mzers WEST

Dharmathon with Higashi and Nishi Ministers

Saturday, JANUARY 28,2017
9:00 am - 4:30 pPmM (Doors open at 8:30 am)

Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple
815 East First Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012

DHARMATHON: A SERIES OF DHARMA MESSAGES
FEATURING MINISTERS FROM BOTH TRADITIONS

IN ENGLISH IN JAPANESE

Rev. Kodo Umezu, Bishop,
Buddhist Churches of America
Rev. Noriaki Ito, Bishop,
Higashi Honganiji,
North American District

Rev. Kenji Akahoshi
Rev. Fred Brenion
Rev. Bill Briones
Rev. Greg Gibbs
Rev. Marvin Harada
Rev. Peter Hata
Rev. John Iwohara
Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi
Rev. Kory Quon
Rev. Jon Turner
Rev. Fumiaki Usuki
Rev. Patti Usuki

Rev. Masashi Fuijii
Rev. Ryuta Furumoto
Rev. Tomoyuki Hasegawa
Rev. Nobuo Miyaji
Rev. Kazuaki Nakata
Rev. Ryoko Osa
Rev. Koho Takata
Rev. Masanori Watanabe
Rev. Mutsumi Wondra

REGISTRATION: $40 (Includes lunch) DEADLINE: JANUARY |9
For registration information contact Rev. Koho Takata at

NishiDharmaCenter@gmail.com or call (213) 680-9130

Presented by the Institute of Buddhist Studies,
Buddhist Churches of America Center for Buddhist Education & Shinshu Center of America

Hosted by the BCA Southern District Ministers Association & Buddhist Education Committee

BCA Bookstore News
By Gayle Noguchi

Now available: Sacred Calligraphy of

P
mqu the East by John Stevens, paperback,
fthesis—" | 1900,

For centuries, Buddhist teachings were trans-
mitted orally. Only after Buddhism reached China,
Japan, and Tibet did written sutras assume a
prominent role in propagating the teachings. Shan-
dao, the first patriarch of Pure Land Buddhism,
made over ten thousand copies of the Sukbava-
tivyuha Sutra (Amidakyo). As Stevens states, “The
physical relics of Buddha are his ashes; the relics
of his teaching are the copied sutras.”

In this beautifully illustrated book, ordained
Buddhist priest John Stevens presents the religious
art of calligraphy. He covers the historical development of written language, Shakyo
(the art of sutra copying), biographies of Zen calligraphers such as Ikkyu, Takuan,
Hakuin, and others including examples of their work, and practical instruction on cal-
ligraphy materials and techniques intended to both inform and inspire.

Stevens discusses in detail the Hindu tantric philosophy of sacred sounds and the
practice of meditating on Sanskrit seed syllables/mantras such as HRIH, a representa-
tion of Amida Buddha. Also included is a chart of the thirteen principal Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas who are venerated on specific days following a person’s death (Fudo
Myoo, Shaka Nyorai, Monju Bosatsu, Fugen Bosatsu, Jizo Bosatsu, Miroku Bosatsu,
Yakushi Nyorai, Kanzeon Bosatsu, Seishi Bosatsu, Amida Nyorai, Akushu Nyorai,
Dainichi Nyorai, and Kokuzo Bosatsu). Stevens provides individual explanations of
these Buddhas and Bodhisattvas along with their corresponding characters, stroke
order, and mantras.

Of particular interest is a fascinating description of the sutra copying offices es-
tablished in Nara, the first one having been created in 728 by imperial order. Over a
50-year period, that first office produced 16 complete sets of what was then the entire
canon, one set consisting of 1,716 volumes. Additional copies were produced by other
offices in the years that followed. Stevens also tells of the only two men to copy the
entire canon by themselves. Fujiwara Sadanobu (1088-1156) completed it in 23 years
only to lose it soon after in a disastrous fire. The priest Shikijo Hoshi (1159-1242)
completed it over a period of 42 years.

To order, go to buddbistchurchesofamerica.org and click on the BCA Bookstore link
ot contact gnoguchi@bcahg.org or 510-809-1435. Open Wednesday through Saturday,
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Like us on Facebook.

BCA YOUTH VOICES: Young people share their experiences in Buddhist
Churches of America’s (BCA) youth leadership and Buddhist education activities.

2016 FBWA Youth Exchange
By Kelli Kato and Katelyn Morimoto

FErom July 17-28, Katelyn
Morimoto  of  Gardena
Buddbist Church and Kelli
Kato of Orange County
Buddbist  Church  partici-
pated in  the Buddbist
Churches of America Bud-
dbist Women’s Association
Youth Exchange Program.
Representing the Southern
District BWA, they visited T
the Nishi  Hongwanji, | e :
Obtani Mansolesm, - and Lady Ruzumi Obtani (center), Onrakata (wife of the Gomon-
other temples in- Japan. | ) of the Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha, held a private andience

Katelyn and Kelli described | ), Katelyn Morimoto (left) and Kelli Kato in Kyoto, Japan.
the highlights of their trip.

Katelyn Morimoto: After spending neatly two weeks in Japan, I found it difficult to
explain exactly what I have learned through my experience with this program. There is
no single part of the trip that made an impression on me more than the people I had
the pleasure of meeting. The hospitality and polite manner with which they treated me
was not like anything I had ever experienced, and it was truly a shock in comparison to
America.

Both Kelli and I got to experience many parts of Kyoto, Hiroshima, Miyajima,
Osaka, and Takaoka. In Kyoto, we got the opportunity to step into some beautiful
temples, and even dress up in extravagant kimonos and wear oshiroi (face powder) like
a maiko (a geisha in training). Hiroshima showed us just how devastating war can be, as
we visited the museum and monument. Osaka and Takaoka showed us how kind peo-
ple could be, as our home stays welcomed us with open arms and more generosity
than one could imagine. When we returned to Kyoto, we were able to have an audi-
ence with Lady Otani, who was extremely kindhearted and down to earth.

After having the opportunity to be a part of such an amazing program, I feel
extremely honored to have been chosen to experience Japan with Kelli. Every day I
realize something new because with each day I spend away from Japan, I see differ-
ences in my life that have affected me more than I know. It still amazes me how peo-
ple who are so similar to me can be so different just because we grew up in different
parts of the world. And truthfully, I could write forever about my experiences in Japan
and it still wouldn’t do the trip justice.

Kelli Kato: No one could have prepared me for the wonders I would experience on
this once-in-a-lifetime journey to Japan. I was excited, yet nervous to have been select-
ed to represent the Southern District Federation of Buddhist Women’s Associations
(FBWA). From my arrival at Kansai Airport, to crying as I left both home-stay families
in Osaka and Takaoka, I wished my stay would have never come to an end. Both
homestay experiences were undoubtedly the highlights of the trip. Although we were
able to see amazing sights, the unbreakable bonds formed with these families is worth
far more to me.

In my first homestay with the Ishihara family, I was touched by the kindhearted,
altruistic couple who welcomed us into their home with open arms. With my second
homestay, I was hosted by the Doki family from Senpukuji Temple in Takaoka. I can-
not express how thankful I am to have felt so much affection from people I had just
met. From taking me to expetience my first ozsen (bath) to driving on the sand at Chiri-
hama, the Dokis treated us like the daughters they never had. In such a short amount
of time, I felt as if I had become a part of their families; I felt as if they had both filled
a space in my heart.

Eating okonomiyaki (a type of pancake made with vegetables) in Hiroshima, be-
coming a professional manju maker on Miyajima Island, and overlooking all of Japan
from the Umeda Sky Building, I reminisce on all the experiences I was given and re-
member all those who have touched my life. Although I have left Japan, I hope to
inspire others on how we can live our lives to the fullest by performing little of acts
kindness, further implementing the Buddha’s teachings into our everyday lives.

2016 BCA Educational Events

Programs subject to change. Events are at the Jodo Shinshu Center unless otherwise noted.

November 15-17 ~ Minister’s Continuing Education (MCE) Seminar. Presented
by the Center for Buddhist Education. For more details, contact CBE (see below).

December 8-10 ~ Winter Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP) Seminar. Present-
ed by CBE. For more information, contact CBE.

COMING IN 2017
January 20-22 ~ CBE Temple Leadership Workshop: Cultivating Dharma-
Centered Leadership. One to two leaders from each temple will come together to as
a group to address common issues and possible action plans on how temples can help
each other. Workshops will include Dharma sessions, resource presentations, panels,

and discussions. FREE: no registration or JSC lodging fees. Temple presidents will be
contacted by the BCA Office of the Bishop.

January 28 ~ Winter Pacific Seminar: East Meets West “Dharmathon” at the
Los Angeles Betsuin. A series of Dharma messages in English and Japanese will be
given by ministers from the Higashi and Nishi traditions. Registration $40 by Jan. 19.
Contact Rev. Koho Takata at (213) 680-9130 ot email NishiDbarmaCenter@gmail.com.

March 2 ~ CBE Symposium at the BCA National Council Meeting in San Jose,
1-5 pm. Featured speakers: Franz Metcalf and B.]. Gallagher, co-authors of Being
Buddha at Work. Other speakers to be announced. Symposium is free and open to the
public. More details to come.

BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org Email: cbe@bcahg.org Phone: (510) 809-1460
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Midwest Buddhist Temple Hosts Fall MAP Seminar

By Gail Wong, Twin Cities Buddhist Association
and Jesse Zavala, Midwest Buddhist Temple

Twenty-sixc minister’s assistants attended the 2016 Fall Minister’s Assistant Program (M.AP)
Seminar in the Eastern District. Held at the Midwest Buddbist Temple in Chicago, the ministers
in charge included (front row, left to right) Rev. Marvin Harada, Rev. Sala Sekiya, Rev. Henry
Adams, Rev. Ron Miyamura, Rev. Nariaki Hayashi, and Rev. Earl 1feda.

On Sept 22-25 the 2016 Fall Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP) Seminar was
hosted by Midwest Buddhist Temple in Chicago. The group of 26 attendees came
predominately from the Eastern District: Ekoji, New York, Cleveland, Twin Cities,
and Chicago, as well as three attendees from California and two from Canada. The
group was varied in experience, including some who have received Tokudo ordination.
It was noted that the Eastern District has more MAP participants than any other dis-
trict in the Buddhist Churches of America. Minister’s assistants (MAs) provide im-
portant support to their temples.

The focus of this MAP seminar was on basics. We were very fortunate to have
guidance from many wonderful senseis. Rev. Sala Sekiya started us out with an ice
breaker that required us to work as a team and listen to each other. That lesson hit
home later as we tried to plan out a service with our Toban group. A certified special
rituals minister, Rev. Sekiya taught several intensive sessions of chanting and etiquette.
Her vibrant and clear voice was beautiful to listen to as she worked with us on chant-
ing. She explained the proper Hongwanji-ha rituals on the #azjin (altar) and in the bondo
(main hall). It was fascinating to hear the history of our traditions; they are so rich in
meaning. Above all, respect is imperative when entering the #azjin, and while present in
the hondo.

From Rev. Henry Adams we learned about the Buddhist practice of homage and
making offerings, both from a General Buddhist perspective and then as it applies to
Jodo Shinshu. We also spent time learning about the meaning of Jodo Shinshu Bud-
dhist memorial services. ’'m sure everyone was astonished to learn that the wellbeing
of deceased and living parents was a major concern of Indian Buddhist monks. This
discovery may overturn a presumably established belief of its adoption from China.

Rev. Marvin Harada offered guidance and valuable tips on how to deliver a
Dharma talk. All those who didn’t give a talk during a service participated in the two-
night Dharmathon, each giving a seven-minute presentation. We heard very personal
and emotional talks, as well as humorous and contemplative lessons, each one provid-
ing a thoughtful Buddhist teaching.

We all shared our experiences and ideas on building outreach and educational
training. It is clear that all temples are struggling to maintain membership and attract
new followers, and that spurred conversation on new approaches to try.

A field trip to the beautiful Baha’i Temple in Wilmette was a nice break on Satur-
day afternoon. We wrapped up the weekend participating in the Zenshin meditation
service. After, Rev. Ron Miyamura graciously allowed the Twin Cities MAs and two
MAs from California to sit on the Najin for the Sunday service. It was a beautiful and
emotional experience to hear all of the voices chanting in wondrous praise to Amida

Buddha.

Thank you to Rev. Ron Miyamura, Chair of the Eastern District Ministers Asso-
ciation, for all your hard work helping to organize this MAP session. We thank the
MBT temple members for their gracious hospitality and wonderful meals throughout
the weekend. To all of the senseis and to all of our fellow Jodo Shinshu travelers, thank
you for your guidance, wisdom, and friendship. May we all meet again soon to experi-
ence more of the Dharma.
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FIRST ANNUAL
IN GRATITUDE
TRIBUTE HONOREE

American Buddhist Study Center presents
The First Annual In Gratitude Tribute Honoree

DR.DAISETZ TEITARO SUZUKI
And His Contributions to the American Way of Life
MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
Il W 53rd St, New York, NY
SUNDAY, DECEMBER |11, 2016

DR.DAISETZ
TEITARO
SUZUKI

| D.T. Suzuki gained world renown for his leading role introducing
Zen and Shin Buddhism to the English-speaking world. His
books became standards that marked a profound change in the
American public’s appreciation of Asian religions.

The celebration includes Taiko Drumming, Presentations by
renowned Buddhist scholars, Japanese Tea Ceremony, Kendo
Demonstration, Ken-Zen Institute Japanese Music Recital
and Holiday Reception

Tickets: By November 25, Early Bird ticket, $40 each. Early
Bird group of 10 or more, $32 per ticket. After November 25,
ticket prices are $50 single or $40 each for 10 or more.

Order Tickets online at www.AmBuddhist.org

For more information,

email us at Info@.AmBuddhist.org or call: (212) 864-7424

(¢ American Buddhist
Study Center

DECEMBER 11, 2016

THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

JODO SHINSHU
CORRESPONDENCE
COURSE
POSTER CONTEST

The Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course Office is accepting
entries for original poster designs.

*kkkk*®

Deadline: January 10, 2017
For project details, please contact: hongwanjioffice@bcahq.org
Winner to receive honorarium.

JSCC Office, 2140 Durant Avenue
Berkeley, CA 94704
Telephone: (510) 809-1441

Y T h Enjoy CBE programs online at YouTube.com
ou u e Go to YouTube and search for the “BCA Center for Buddhist

Education Channel” to view over 50 talks and lectures presented
by CBE and its educational partners. Hear speakers from the 2016 National Council
Meeting “Buddhism and Agriculture” Symposium, the 2016 Winter Pacific Seminar:
“East Meets West” in Los Angeles, and many more.

Contact CBE at cbe@bcahq.org or (510) 809-1460

ATTENTION BCA TEMPLE LEADERS: SAVE THE DATE!

Cultivating Dharma-Centered Leadership
Group A: JANUARY 20-22, 2017

Group B: JANUARY 19-21, 2018

What are your challenges, lessons, and resources to share in the areas of
finance, fundraising, communications, outreach, diversity, ‘inreach,’
membership, and more? Join with other temple leaders to learn in a supportive
environment how to work with the BCA, to strengthen your Sangha, and to
provide more opportunities to share the Dharma.

See box on page 4 for more information. Sponsored by the BCA Center for Buddbist Education

OUR JODO SHINSHU TRADITIONS
Where did the Chigo tradition come from?

Auspicious  occasions
such as major anniver-
saries may begin with a
chigo  procession in
which young children
wearing  traditional
costumes lead the peo-
ple into the temple.

According to an his-
torical source, chigo
goes back to the time
of Shakyamuni Bud-
dha. When the Bud-
dha and his followers
traveled throughout
India to spread the
Dharma, there were
very few people who
welcomed them
warmly. Many people
disliked the group’s

In September 2016, Mountain V'iew Buddbist Temple Dharma
School children led the chigo procession for the temple’s 55th
anniversary celebration. Photo by Curt Fukuda.

ragged appearance as they came into their neighborhoods asking for alms. Some-
times people would lock their doors to avoid meeting them.

But compared to those suspicious adults, the children knew by intuition that even
though his looks were poor, Shakyamuni Buddha was a very gentle and noble per-
son. Unaffected by prejudice, the children approached the Buddha and his follow-
ers without hesitation, giving them water, flowers, nuts, and so on, and offered the
best hospitality they could.

Observing their children, the adults gradually lowered their wariness towards
Shakyamuni Buddha. When the two groups began speaking, the villagers were able
to hear the teaching of the Buddha. Through the example of the children, many
adults were able to encounter the Buddha-Dharma. This is the origin of chigo.

(Text based on “How Cute Chigo Kids Are!” by Rev. Yushi Mukojima in The Echo, Nov. 2016.)
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The Thanksgiving Offering for the Social Welfare Fund

By Gary Mukai and
Charlene Grinolds
Co-Chairs, Social Welfare Committee

In the BCA

members and supporters will receive

coming  weeks,

the annual Thanksgiving Offering
fundraising letter for the BCA’s Social
Welfare fund.

Since 1981, through the generous
support of the BCA community, the
Social Welfare fund has distributed
over $2 million in grants for worthy
projects throughout the world.

In April of this year, the Kumamo-
to area of Japan suffered a disastrous
earthquake which caused extensive
property damage and displaced many

residents. The BCA’s Social Welfare

Committee made an emergency

grant of $25,000 to the Hongwanji’s
relief effort. Shortly after, the BCA’s

Visit www.ccnf.org

Kumamoto Disaster Relief fundraiser
collected an additional $36,000 to
aid those suffering. Also in 2016, the
Social Welfare Committee made a
grant of $25,000 to the Central Cali-
fornia Nikkei Foundation (CCNF) in

Fresno, when the walk-in refrigeration
unit at their 78-unit assisted living
facility began malfunctioning. This
equipment was essential to the CCNF
in order provide over 300 meals a
day to its residents and adult day care
participants.

Thank you for supporting the
BCA’s Thanksgiving Offering for the
Social Welfare fund year after year!
Together we can make a meaning-
ful difference in the lives of many.
You can donate online to the Social
Welfare fund now by visiting Bud-
dhistChurchesofAmerica.org/Social-
WelfareFund, or wait for the mailing
to arrive at the end of this month.

In Gassho.

Tri-State Denver/Buddhist Temple Centennial

“Oneness in the Nembutsu”

By Michelle Asakawa,
Tri-State Denver Buddhist Temple

The Tri-State/Denver Buddhist
Temple (TSDBT) celebrated its cen-
tennial with a well-attended weekend
of activities on October 1-2, 2016.
With the theme “Oneness in the Nem-
butsu,” the celebration paid respects
to the temple’s 100-year past while en-
ergizing members for the future. The
banquet was held on Saturday in the
grand ballroom of the Arvada Center
for the Arts and Humanities. Among
the dignitaries present were Makoto
Ito, Consul General for Japan in Den-
ver, Buddhist Churches of America
(BCA) President Ken Tanimoto, and
BCA Bishop, Rev. Kodo Umezu. A re-
corded greeting by actor George Takei
ended with the salutation, “May the
Tri-State/Denver Buddhist Temple
live long and prosper!”

In a fitting nod to the TSDBT’s
beloved longtime minister Rev. Yo-
shitaka Tamai, who served from
1930-1970, Dr. Scott Mitchell—who
holds the Rev. Yoshitaka Tamai Pro-
fessorial Chair at the Institute of Bud-
dhist Studies—delivered the keynote
address to the audience of 400-plus
guests. A video presentation highlight-
ed the temple’s modest beginnings in
1916 and its history in the years since,
with many illuminating interviews

Dana

Program

Offerings in Gratitude
Continuing the Legacy of the Nembutsu Teachings

-
-

Buddhist Churches of America
Endowment Foundation

»

of members young and old. Master
of Ceremonies and TSDBT member
Chad Nitta concluded, “Getting to
100 years is an amazing achievement,
but we also need to look at the future
and know that this sangha will get us
to the next 100 years.”

Copies of the temple’s commemo-
rative history book, published earlier
this year, were made available during
The book

first-person accounts of many of the

the banquet. includes
pioneering Japanese and Japanese
American families who settled in the
tri-state region (Colorado, Nebraska,
and Wyoming) and who supported
the establishment of Jodo Shinshu
temples in Denver and the surround-
ing area.

Denver Taiko, an affiliate of the
TSDBT, performed while attendees
enjoyed their dessert. Dancing to a
live swing band closed out the eve-
ning.

On Saturday and Sunday, a score
of historical displays in the temple
gym helped attendees relive the vi-
brant educational and social programs
of the Denver and outlying temples
and  kyudokai (Sangha gatherings)
over the years.

Sunday’s anniversary service in-
cluded the dedication of the temple’s
new nokotsudo (columbarium) and
a memorial to past ministers. The
temple’s Dharma School presented
a painting of a cherry tree in bloom,
with each blossom composed of
students’ fingerprints. Members were
treated to box lunches arranged by

Above: Dr. Scott Mitchell, Yoshitaka
Tamai Professorial Chair, IBS.

Below: George Takei sent a special video
greeting.

the Buddhist Women’s Association
and were invited to ring the bonsho

(very large bell) in observation of the
centennial. The morning culminated
in the taking of a group photo of the
several hundred attendees.

The weekend was made possible
through the efforts of the hard-work-
ing 100th Anniversary Committee,
chaired by Ann Yoshihara-Murphy
and Richard Yoshida. For more in-
formation about the anniversary, visit
wwuw. tsdbt.orglweb/100.

Thank you for your continued support of our Buddhist graduate
degree programs. Please visit www.shin-ibs.edu for more
information.

IBS Student Life at the
Jodo Shinshu Center

Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS) students are pursuing
ministerial and chaplaincy paths as well as student exchange
programs at Japan’s Ryukoku University and Taiwan’s Dharma
Drum Institute of Liberal Arts. Left to right: Blayne Higa, Landon
Yamaaoka, Susan Bachman, Ven. Shi Tian Hua, Ven. Shin Pei
Shih, Masato Yanagida, Tadao Koyama, and Christopher (C.J.)
Dunford.

FREEDOM

Freedom I have yet to obtain

My wants and desire bind my soul

With them I am never truly free

Shackles and restraints encompass my mind
Only by letting go do I become free

1 start with a breath

Breathing in I begin to be free

Breathing out [ see that life is a miracle

I am alive and every breath tells me so

These walls try to take away my freedom

But with every breath I begin to shake loose
That which imprisons me

Not the shackles and chains on my wrist and feet
But of those in my mind

Freedom [ learned is not given to me
1t is something I choose for myself
With every mindful breath I smile

I have found the path to freedom
And it exists in the here and now

I am in the present

Grateful for this wonderful moment
Because in this moment I am free

Tien Nguyen,
April, 2016

Editor’'s Note: The poem above was submitted to
the Wheel of Dharma by Wesley Kazuo Mukoyama,
LCSW, who is a volunteer prison chaplain with Santa
Clara County correctional facilities; and an IBS student
(senior auditor). Wes submitted this on behalf of the
writer with the following note: “The young man who
wrote this poem is a Vietnamese American who looks
like he is 19 yrs. old, but is actually 27 years old with
a college education. However, he has been sentenced
to 15 years in prison. He has been in my meditation
class for the past 3 years, has embraced Buddhism
and wants to be a chaplain when he finishes his
sentence. He continues to meditate twice daily.”

BCA Dana Program Update

Donors from the BCA community have made gifts of over $75,000 to the Dana Program since April of this year!
Every annual gift helps support the BCA. Ask for a Dana Program brochure from your local temple
or visit BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org/BCA-Dana-Program to find out how to donate.
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Rev. & Mrs. Kusunoki's newborn son, Yuiya—kun.
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Fall Japanese Seminar at JSC
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menConference/

FBWA Conference at Bellevue, WA
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JSC 10th Anniversary

Photo by Keith Uyemura




