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2014 BCA Theme: Take Refuge in the Light of Joy
Amida Tathagata is also known as the Light of Joy. Shinran Shonin said,
“Buddha is light; it is wisdom. This wisdom is itself Amida Buddha.” (The
Collected Works of Shinran, p. 543) Anyone who encounters the Light of Amida
rejoices; therefore, it is called the Light of Joy.

SHARING OUR LIFE STORIES AS BUDDHISTS
A Conference for all Seeking the Light of the Buddha Dharma
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Forty-nine members of the Buddhist Church of Oakland (Rev. Harry Gyokyo Bridge, Resident
Minister) received their Homyo (Buddhist names) at the Kieshiki Affirmation Ceremony conducted by
Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop, during the 2014 Go-Shoki Hoon-ko Setrvice on January 19, 2014.
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OCTOBER 10-12, 2014
R L e,&:)
- IRVINE, CA 5&

Save the Date: October 10-12,2014 in Irvine, CA
This conference will feature nine keynote speakers and is presented as
the BCA 43rd Conference of the Federation of Buddhist Women’s
Associations, the Southern District Buddhist Conference, and the
Southern District Dharma School Teachers League Annual Conference.

Visit the BCA website for details on this and other events:
www.BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org

Front row (left to right): Rev. Peter Inokoji-Kim, Rev. Patti Oshita, Jennifer Kajiki (San Fernando
Valley), Sydney Kajioka (Sacramento), Lauren Takeshita (San Fernando Valley), Anh Thu Vo
(Ekoji), Evan Ko (Seattle), Rev. Bob Oshita. Back row: Susan Bottari, Chatlene Grinolds, Kaylyn

Arima (Mountain View), Steven Tanaka (Sacramento), Michelle Nguyen (Ekoji), Matthew Biscailuz
(San Fernando Valley), Scott Yebisu (Fresno), Kayla Nodohara (Sacramento) and Keith Sawada.
Photo by Keith Sawada See story on Page 6

From Buddbhadharma

Nirvana Day - February 15
On this day, we commemorate the passing of Sakyamuni Buddha into Nirvana.

The Practitioner’s Quarterly
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LET’S TALK

Is My Sangha

Inclusive?

When Reverend Kiyonobu
Joshin Kuwahara asked
himself that question, he
wasn’t sure of the answer.
So he decided to find out.

One of the most memorable events of my life was
attending the Buddhist Teachers’ Council at the
Garrison Institute in New York during the summer
of 2011. I am deeply grateful to have had the op-
portunity to meet so many inspiring teachers from
different traditions and to have gained such won-
derful insight through group discussions and one-
on-one conversations.

A recurring theme of the council was
safety—specifically, that a sangha should be a safe
place for everyone, especially for those who have
experienced exclusion or discrimination. Some of
the teacher participants shared their stories of ex-
clusion by their previous religious institutions, ex-
periences that led them to seek the Buddhist path.
Their stories helped me realize the importance of
including those who identify as lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual, transgender, or queer (LGBTQ) within our
sanghas. I asked myself, “Do we, as Jodo Shinshu
Buddhists, include the LGBTQ community? Are
our sanghas inclusive?” Later, I talked with several
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Mentbers of the BCSF take part in the city’s 2013 LGBTQ Pride Celebration & Parade. Photo by Philipp Weitz

sangha members and found that many of them had
a strong interest in these questions as well.

The membership of the Buddhist Churches
of America (BCA) is primarily composed of Japa-
nese Americans. Thus, historically, we have been
influenced by Japanese culture and its emphasis on
conformity. The LGBTQ community has not been
openly accepted in Japan—those who stand out are
forced to adapt themselves to the norm. I knew
there were a number of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgender members in the BCA. However, I was
not sure if they felt accepted within their respective
sanghas or if they were comfortable being open
about their sexuality in that context. This doubt led
to my decision to have the Center for Buddhist
Education (CBE) hold a seminar to explore these
questions.

On June 22, 2013, just four days prior to the
Supreme Court decision to overturn the Defense of
Marriage Act and one week prior to the forty-third

annual San Francisco Pride Celebration and Parade,
we hosted our seminar, Over the Rainbow: The
LGBT Community and Shin Buddhism, at the Jodo
Shinshu Center in Berkeley, California.

Three BCA priests spoke in the morning.
The first explored the Buddhist perspective on ho-
mosexuality, discussing the monastic precept of
celibacy and the lay precept of sexual responsibility.
The second addressed the Jodo Shinshu perspec-
tive of Universal Oneness, the profound teaching
of boundless wisdom and compassion open to all
sentient beings just as they are. And the third lec-
turer detailed positions taken by the BCA with re-
spect to LGBTQ issues, including the BCA’s forty-
year practice of performing same-sex marriages.

In the afternoon, five panelists shared their
experiences of growing up LGBTQ and their paths
to Buddhism. Some shared their struggles and
hardships, especially in terms of relationships with

Continued on Page 6
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Featured this month in the BCA Calendar
Honeyville Buddhist Temple - Honeyville, Utah

The Honeyville Buddhist temple is
located on a small country road in a
small farming town in Northern
Utah, about 20 minutes from the
Idaho border. It celebrated 100 years
of Buddhism in Utah along with the
Salt Lake Buddhist Temple and Bud-
dhist Church of Ogden in 2012.

The current temple is a former
factory for the Utah Idaho Sugar
Company, which was purchased and
converted into a temple by the local
members in 1931. The majority of
members were Japanese American
farmers who moved to the area in
the early 1900s.

Some were planning to find
work in the mines of Wyoming and
Colorado and were told that the min-
ing camps were extremely dangerous
and other work could be found in
Northern Utah. During World War
II, many Japanese Americans from

California who were incarcerated by
the US government in War Reloca-
tion Authority “camps” were re-
leased to work on the local sugar
beet farms and lived in this building.

Currently services are held one
Saturday a month. Rev. Jerry Hirano
is the supervising minister. Contact:
P.O. Box 220, Honeyville, UT
84314. Phone: (435) 279-8477

In Deepest Appreciation

Even before I started my term as President I knew
the time would pass quickly, but the days have gone
by even faster than I had imagined. And now, con-
ducting the National Council Meeting on March 1
in Bellevue, Washington will be my last responsibil-
ity as BCA President. It’s difficult to express how
fortunate I’ve felt to have had this opportunity. Ful-
filling any responsibility is a way we can show our
appreciation for what we’ve received and to share
this appreciation with others.

Thank you to the whole BCA team headed by
Rev. Umezu, spanning BCA from the Executive Committee, BCA staff, Na-
tional Board and Committee members, ministers, Endowment Foundation,
Institute of Buddhist Studies, and to the thousands of temple members and
supporters who make up our greater BCA sangha.

I’'ve been most fortunate to have met and worked with many exceptional
people. These individuals have been positive and encouraging and inspire all of
us just by being themselves. One key element essential to our future is to ex-
tend this type of attitude and inspirational spirit to everyone we see and meet,
especially those entering our temples for the first time. The Buddhist Churches
of America is not just a few people, but all of us within our temples. We can
achieve great things when working together.

Thank you to those who help others even while coping with struggles in
their own lives and those who have steadfastly supported BCA even through
difficult times. I give particular thanks to my wife, Karen, for the understanding
and support she has provided over many years and particularly during my term
as President. In mid-January, Karen had her hair cut to donate to Wigs for
Kids. Wigs for Kids is a not-for-profit organization that provides hair replace-
ment systems and support to children who have lost their hair to such medical
issues as chemotherapy, radiation therapy, and butns, at no cost to the children.
Her effort spanned three years and I admire her and others like her for their
compassion and dedication to carry out such endeavors.

Getting to know individual members of our BCA sangha has provided a
wealth of experiences and the friendships gained will remain in my heart. Seeing
the BCA landscape has been an amazing experience. Thank you one and all.

In Gassho.

by Ron Murakami
BCA President
White River
Buddhist Temple

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Oxnard Buddhist Temple’s New Minister

My name is Masanori Watanabe. I am from Saitama, Japan. I graduated from
Nihon University College of Art where I majored in sculpture. My mother is
from a Jodo Shinshu temple family. This being the case, when I was 33 years
old, I decided to study Shin Buddhism
at Tokyo Bukkyo Gakuin for one year.

After graduation I became a Shin
Buddhist Minister and I worked as a
minister in Hiroshima for five years. In
2011, I went to New York for one year
to pursue my love of art. During that
time, I had the opportunity to visit the
New York Buddhist Church. While at-
tending the New York Buddhist Church
I was given the opportunity to partici-
pate and help at services. It was at this
time that I developed an interest in the BCA ministry. I subsequently took
part in the International Ministerial Orientation Program (IMOP) at the Jodo
Shinshu Center in Berkeley, California in the fall of 2012 with the intention of
becoming a BCA minister.

I am happy to say that I arrived in San Francisco on December 9, 2013
and have been assigned to the Oxnard Buddhist Temple and Buddhist
Church of Santa Barbara. I am honored to be able to serve the temples of the
BCA as a minister. My experience in America has been short, but I will do my
best. I look forward to your support and to meeting all of you.
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Rev. Masanori Watanabe is also an artist.

€hanting ¢to the Beat of the Taiko

by Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop

From January 14 to 16, I attended the annual National Conference on Ministry
to the Armed Forces and the Endorsers Conference for Veterans Affairs Chap-
laincy held in Virginia. Since I was going to be on the East Coast, I arranged to
visit three temples there: Ekoji Buddhist Temple in Fairfax, VA, Seabrook Bud-
dhist Temple in New Jersey, and the New York Buddhist Church. It was a very
fruitful trip. I was encouraged to see and hear their unique approaches to wel-
come more people.

Since my visit to New York Buddhist Church was on the weekend, I was
asked to officiate their Hoonko Service. As I started chanting Shoshin-ge, 1
heard taiko drumming. They have a taiko group called “So-Daiko” that partici-
pates in their regular services.

Rev. Kurt Rye (back row, far left, minister of Ekoji Buddhist Temple and Seabrook Buddhist
Temple) and Rev. Umezu (back row, fifth from right) visit with members of the Seabrook
Buddhist Temple, located in Bridgeton, New Jersey.

I was told that it was Rev. Hoshu Matsubayashi’s idea to have them join
the services. The taiko drums help to keep the pace of the chanting. But the
amazing thing was that they increased the pace as we started chanting the sec-
tion on the Seven Masters. At the beginning of each Master’s stanza, they beat
the drum faster as if to encourage us to listen to what the sutra was saying.

This reminded me of an anecdote by Rev. Daiei Kaneko, a very famous
minister scholar who passed away about 30 years ago. He said that the sound of
dharma eventually gets weaker and weaker as time passes, but then someone
appears and hits another dharma drum so that people will be able to hear and
appreciate it.

We can see that many people in the past beat the dharma drum, namely:
Rennyo Shonin, Shinran Shonin, Honen Shonin, Genshin, Zendo (Shan-tao),
Doshaku (Tao-cho), Donran (T’an-luan), Tenjin (Vasubandhu), Ryuju
(Nagarjuna) and Shakyamuni Buddha. Each person was inspired by the dharma
and shared his joy with the people of his time.

I think we, as Jodo Shinshu Buddhists, often focus on Shinran Shonin too
much. It is important for us to study the life of Shinran Shonin and his writings,
but more important is to be inspired by the sound of the dharma that he heard
from people before him.

Shinran Shonin tried to clarify the true essence of Shakyamuni Buddha;
Shakyamuni Buddha reminded everyone not to focus on him, but on the
dharma. Just before he passed away and entered into parinirvana, the Buddha
gave the following messages to his followers:

“My disciples, my last moment has come, but do not forget that death is
only the end of the physical body. The body was born from parents and
was nourished by food; just as inevitable are sickness and death.

“But the true Buddha is not a human body;
it is Enlightenment. A human body must die,
but the Wisdom of Enlightenment will exist
forever in the truth of the Dharma, and in
the practice of the Dharma. He who sees
merely my body does not truly see me. Only
he who accepts my teaching truly sees me.

Wheel of Dharma
(USPS 017-700)

Official Publication of the
Buddhist Churches of America (BCA)
“After my death, the Dharma shall be your
teacher. Follow the Dharma and you will be

true to me.
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“During the last forty-five years of my life, I
have withheld nothing from my teachings.
There is no secret teaching, no hidden mean-
ing; everything has been taught openly and
clearly. My dear disciples, this is the end. In a
moment, I shall be passing into Nirvana.
This is my instruction.”

(tfrom The Teaching of Buddha, published by
Bukkyo Dendo Kyokai)

Subscription: Free for members
$12 Annual subscription for others
Articles due: 20th of each month
Submission guidelines and license
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With the Buddha’s final words in mind, 1 the WOD.

would like to remind you that the annual Nirvana
Day service will be observed in February at your
temple or church. Let us hear the Dharma
together with all of our teachers, past and present.

English Editor: CBE/Alan Kita
Japanese Editor: Rev. Ryuta Furumoto
Print Production: Jeffrey Kimoto
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The Three Most Important Questions:
When,Who,What

by Rev. Alan Sakamoto

I am reading the book Who Ordered This Truckload of
Dung? by Ajahn Brahm. Perhaps some of you are fa-
miliar with the book, and perhaps, some of you have
even read it. It is a wonderful collection of short sto-
ries by a man who was born in London, England, and
is now a monk. He has provided us with “inspiring
stories for welcoming life’s difficulties.” After reading
a particular story, I have quietly thought to myself,
“Wow!” That story clearly provides guidance in my
life, so I’d like to share it with you.

“Long ago, an emperor sought a philosophy of life. He needed wisdom to
guide his rule and govern himself. The religions and philosophies of the time
did not satisfy him. So he searched for his philosophy in the experience of life.
Eventually he realized that he required the answers to only three fundamental
questions. With those answers, he would have all the wise guidance he needed.
The three questions were these:

1. When is the most important time?

2. Who is the most important person?

3. What is the most important thing to do?

After a long search, which took up most of the original story, he found
the three answers on a visit to a hermit. What do you think the answers were?”

The answer to the first question is commonly found in Dharma messages
and Buddhist books. It is NOW! The past is gone forever, and the future may
or may not happen. All that we can be sure of is the NOW. Having been
brought up in a somewhat typical Japanese-American home, we weren’t very
emotional. We did not hug nor did we tell each other that we loved each other.
I always thought that there was plenty of time to tell my parents that I loved
them. And when I thought about saying it again, I said, “Well, there is always
time.” Now, I can tell you that my time came and is gone. Both of my parents
have passed away, and I never made the time to tell them that I “loved” them.
Don’t put off what is important. Do it NOW!

The answer to the second question is interesting. It is the answer that
made me think about my life. What do you think the answer is? I originally
answered, “me.” Perhaps this self-centered answer is a result of the “ME” gen-
eration approach to life. We are a part of it in so many things that we do. For
example, our cell phone. How many times are we looking at something on the
phone, i.e. the most current sports scores, and texting our friends (when some-
times they are sitting next to us)? What about our addiction to social media
programs like Twitter and Facebook? Our how about how self-centered we
become when we plug in those headphones to listen to music on our phones
or iPods?

The answer is that the most important person is the one you are with.
Have you ever spoken to someone who is listening to you, but not really hear-
ing you? They may be physically near you, but mentally they are somewhere
else. There is a tremendous feeling of caring and importance when someone
takes the time to pay attention to you. Communication, caring and love can
only be shared with someone you are with, no matter who they are, no matter
when. It happens when you are together at that “NOW” moment.

Many times we are alone, and at that moment, yes, the most important
person is “me.” At that time, we need to take care of ourselves. A minister that
I know told me that he wakes up every morning and says, “Namu Amida
Butsu,” thereby, expressing his gratitude and appreciation for his life.
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Continued on Page 6

Introducing the Friends of IBS Annual Giving Fund
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Compassion & Wisdom
for a February Memory

by Rev. Seijo Naomi Nakano

When we think of February we think of love and romance. We want every-
thing to be so memorable. We try to find that extraordinary place to make
memories with that special someone. We search for that special card that ex-
presses what and how we feel about them. We buy candy and flowers to show
them that we are “sweet” on them. There is so much preparation to do, so that
the moment will be just right and all so special. We spend so much time to
make it special.

Within the mind lies
The peace of Nirvana;
Which is within and eternal.
Kay Mieno Kato, 1968 - Buddhism for Everyday Living

Yet, this moment can change in an instant. That
y special moment may be shattered by a crucial phone
call or a circumstance that cannot be dismissed. We think how unfair and cruel
it is, however we should also understand that everything is subject to change. It
was by accident that Sakyamuni Buddha reached Parinirvana and according to
the lunar calendar he passed away around February 15.

Sakyamuni Buddha passed from this earthly realm at the age of 80 years
old; he propagated the Buddha Dharma for 45 years. We recall the story of the
passing of Sakyamuni Buddha. Even as he lay dying the Buddha continued to
teach his disciples to the very last moment about compassion and wisdom.

As the Buddha lay dying between two Sala trees with his head toward the
north and this body facing the west, he continued to share his teachings. He
did not hold any hostilities against Cunda, the blacksmith. The Buddha under-
stood that it was no one’s fault. Sakyamuni Buddha spoke in a very faint voice,
“Cunda is not to be blamed. O-Bhikkhus, great is the virtue of an offering of
food to the Buddha and greater the offering of the last nourishment and
Cunda offered it. Virtuous is Cunda and great is his merit.”! Even faced with
his own death Sakyamuni Buddha remained compassionate toward his disciple.

Changes can upset our thinking and expectations. We always ask our self,
“why me?” and not someone else. We make a firm decision about a circum-
stance, a thought, or a situation and we are determined to stick with it. We do
not have to alter our way of thinking; it should always be the other person.
However, if it is not to our benefit, we try to change the conditions to our lik-
ing. However, change is not the problem. It is our self-centered self, our ego
that demands “perfection.” It is either “my way or the highway.”

It is very difficult to understand this impermanence. A big if: if we could
achieve Nirvana in this physical form, it may be achieved through the practice
of the Noble Eightfold Path, which is right views, thought, speech, conduct,
livelihood, effort, mindfulness, and meditation. However, as long as we have a
physical self, we will still have greed, anger, and ignorance to deal with. We are
constantly switling around in the ocean of birth-and-death. There is much to
think about and to learn, but know that there are teachers for support and we
can ask questions.

This Valentine’s Day will be romantic for those who wish it to be. We try
to be mindful of what is given and received. We share our Nembutsu with the
decision that change is good and we can still continue to try. We can only be

who we are and try to let go our self-centeredness and think about others.
Gassho

IShibata, Rev. George, The Buddhist Holidays. San Francisco, Buddhist Churches
of America, Dept. of Buddhist Education, 1969.
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JoB ANNOUNCEMENT:

I have some wonderful news to
share with all of you. After you read
this entire article, I believe you will
think this is a good thing as well. On
November 8, 2013, the Board of
Trustees of the Institute of Buddhist
Studies unanimously approved the
start of the “Friends of IBS” Annual
Giving Program. The purpose of the
program is to, with the help of our
Sanghas, support IBS students who
are ministerial aspirants. The “Friends
of IBS” Program will annually raise
money to create the IBS Ministerial
Scholarship Fund.

The retiring of Kaikyoshi Minis-
ters currently serving BCA temples is
ongoing, and, indeed, the number of
retiring ministers will be greater than
the number of ministerial students
currently in the study programs. I
believe this to be a problem for the
future, and here’s why: The current
tuition cost of a Masters Degree for
ministerial students at IBS totals
$46,800.00 for three years of inten-

sive graduate studies. This does not
include cost of living adjustments.
Additionally, there is one-year ex-
change program at Ryukoku Univer-
sity, which, while not a requirement
for the Masters Degree, is an invalu-
able enhancement to our ministerial
students’ experience. Although rec-
ommended, the cost is in addition to
the $46,800.00!

When these figures were brought
up at a gathering of BCA ministers,
we were astounded by what it costs
today to attain the Kaikyoshi degree.
We all grew quiet as we contemplated
how that number would grow in the
coming years. Understanding this
reality, it is imperative that we estab-
lish a long term funding resource for
IBS ministerial aspirants. This is how
and why we came up with “Friends
of IBS”.

The support and generosity of the
BCA membership has been the
source for the development of BCA
ministers to this point in our history.

To be able to educate the BCA minis-
ter of the future, we need your gener-
ous participation and continuous sup-
port, now and into the future.

Please consider what you can af-
ford to contribute on an annual basis.
Your contribution(s) can be made in
one lump sum each year, or mailed to
IBS monthly, quarterly, or semi-
annually. Simply indicate your prefer-
ence so that we can maintain proper
records, and we will send you a sum-
maty for your tax records. (Yes, of
course, lending your support to our
future ministers is tax deductiblel) If
your circumstances change, and you
find you can no longer contribute to
this fund, no worties.

We appreciate anything you can
do to help. There is never a contribu-
tion too small. I also urge Dharma
Schools, Jr. YBA, Basketball teams,
etc., to think about creating an annual
fundraiser for “Friends of IBS”.
Never underestimate the great power
of bake sales and car washes!

BCA Facilities Manager

Alan Kita, BCA Chief Administra-
tive Officer, announced the opening
of a new full-time position: BCA
Facilities Manager. The job includes
overseeing the operations and main-
tenance of the Jodo Shinshu Center
as well as other BCA properties: the
headquarters building in San Fran-
cisco and the bishop’s residence in
Belmont. A complete job descrip-
tion is available through the Na-
tional Office.

Please call (415) 776-5600 or

email info@bcahq.otg.

Thank you! I can be reached at the
Institute of Buddhist Studies, 2140
Durant Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94704-
1589 or email me at instituteofbud-
dhiststudies@shin-ibs.edu. I look
forward to hearing from you.

Gassho,

Rev. Seigen Yamaoka
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“Making the Dharma Connection”’ - District by District
Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course - Monthly Essay

Central California District SN 800K, ACTYTES
Fresno Dharma Center AN
2690 East Alluvial Ave., Fresno, CA 93720 OTHER RESOURCES

Sat., Feb. 22,2014 = 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Free - Open to teachers from all BCA districts

Visit: www.JSCC.cbe-bca.org for course details

Does shinjin make a difference
in one’s present life?

by Ryan Alford
On Saturday, February 22, the Central California Dharma " . . o . .
School Teachers League and Center for Buddhist Education I believe the experience of shinjin makes a difference in one’s everyday
(CBE) will present “Making the Dharma Connection” led by Kiyo Masuda. life. Speaking for myself, I feel that the easiest way to explain why is by reference

to Rev. [Taitetsu] Unno’s! description of the process of sedimentation, which

The seminar is appropriate for teachers of any grade level and anyone interested in Buddhism. illuminates precisely how the experience of Bodhi mind during shijin alters one’s

Teachers: Please bring your successful activities, books, songs, videos, movies and or other me-

dia to share. Coffee & Tea at 8:30 am. Lunch will be provided. Call (559) 442-4054 for more perception of life and one’s attitude towards it.

information or go online: www.bcasites.net/ Central+Cal+DSTL+Dharma+School+Workshop At the moment, I feel that my experience of J/ﬂilﬁfﬂ can best be described as
a feeling of profound compassion, of a sort that is entirely new to

Kiyo Masuda shares dharma school teaching tools: Since retiring as an educational me. Immediately afterwards, I have a sense of optimism, an intuition that it is,

curriculum specialist in K-12 education, Kiyo has been sharing the “Dharma Connec-
tion” curriculum, a work-in-progress, at CBE seminars, the Southern District Dharma
School Teachers League Conference and, recently, the Bay District Dharma School
Teachers’ League Dharma Exchange. These interactive workshops provide resources

after all, possible for me to feel this compassion towards myself despite my many
flaws—indeed, in spite of the fact that I am such a foolish being that I have
caused myself and others great pain.

It seems to me as if this compassion is accompanied by wisdom (I hesitate
to associate myself with such a characteristic, but in this context it has very little
to do with me, but rather with a source that comes from beyond the limited hori-
zons of my ego). This wisdom consists largely in the awareness
that my ego is not all that there is, and that it is possible for me to

%,

to take home and support in building lessons for use in classrooms at any level.

relate to others not with my ego, but with the settled mind that
results from my experience of shinjin. \
My limited experience (which I sincerely hope will be con- ,?‘ \
firmed as I take another few steps along the White Path) of the =
effect this has on my everyday life can be summed up as fol-
Bay District - On January 18, the Bay District Dharma School Teachers League presented a workshop lows: My attachment to my ego, which in the past has been inordi-
Jl{:;inf);];y;nlc\l/hésouii sl'tsztie;ﬁilrzn)p/?éf Buddhist Temple. Over 20 experienced and new teachers attended nately stro.ng, has seemed to grad.ually weaken. This is not because
I have an intellectual understanding that the hard shell of my ego
has prevented me from feeling connected with life, but rather be-
cause I now feel an increasing confidence in the ability to relate to
reality in a different way.
The sedimentation into my consciousness of this awareness (of Bodhi mind
and the wisdom and compassion that it consists of) has affected the practicalities

MARCH 14, 15, 16, 2014 | 10DO SHINSHU CENTER of my everyday life as well. The knowledge that one is grasped by Amida’s
ICHIGO ICHIE “ALWRYS CHANGING, ALWAYS FLOWING” love—never to be let go—has produced such a feeling of relief that it now con-
SRR o, SO S, ARSI . Mo wing” and siderably easier for me to go thr_ough _hfe. Furthermore, t_he_ sense that it is possi-
connect with other great people at the 2014 TechnoBuddha conference! ble to feel a profound connection with others (as the rigid ego becomes more
TechnoBuddha is for adults ages 21-39 the weekend of March 14-16, 2014 at porous) seems to lead to new ideas about the meaning of my life, and what it is
the Jodo Shinshu Center in Berkeley, CA, and is a fun and educational f
conference for young adults to have a great experience within the context of of. ) ) ) ) )
the Jodo Shinshu tradition, featuring interactive workshops, discussions and Previously, my life revolved around a quest for achievement. Mainly, this
SpEEles, cliatehuien il Zegiil Sl involved an attempt to prove to others (and to myself) that I deserved praise,

2014 WORKSHOPS:

-Jodo Shinshu 101 - Intro to Jodo Shinshu
-Jodo Shinshu 201 - Advanced Discussion
-Social Science Workshop

-Buddhist Sites in Japan (primer for 2014
Jaﬂan Triq_!)

-Dharma Talks/Extended Discussions
-Swedish Massage

-Morning Running

-Instagram Photo Scavenger Hunt

respect, or merely to be considered worthy of existence. It is difficult to imagine
what can remain of this once one is fundamentally assured of unconditional love,
great compassion, and of the accompanying wisdom (against which the knowl-
edge I had obtained by other means now seems rather pale in comparison).

The reassessment of my life in the light of the compassion that I experience
is a more gentle process than I think one might expect. Again, sedimentation
seems to be the analogy that best clarifies this experience. Gradually my priorities
appear to be shifting owing to the increased importance of and value that I now
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REV. PATTI OSHITA and in 108 she  movereml SacramendtiR .  IRSENC- others, I feel that the meaning of my life has more to do with helping others
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school to complete her BA in Humanities and Religious Studies at rather than with self-interest and vanity.
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and 80 leaders. Since receiving her tokudo fgiination in EHZENENd to living a fulfilled life were acceptance and gratitude. To be precise: that one
kyoshi certification in 2007, she continues her volunteer work with R X . K :
the YAC programs. could only be happy if one gained the ability to accept things just as they are and
R s married to Rey, Bob OshizgiiiR enjoys her sogiSRle to learn how to be grateful for what one has received. Unfortunately, my intellec-
shopping, watching the Food Network and golfing when she has time. . K K .
tual understanding of the importance of this was not at all sufficient.
n Get registered today! Check out TechnoBuddha on Facebook for As a result of shinjin, 1 now feel that I have a much greater capacity for ac-
registration informaton and conference updates! : :
FACEBOOK.COM, TECHNOBUD DI c = ceptance and gratitude. Now that I am assured that I am accepted just as I am,

and that I have a reliable connection to boundless compassion, I am finally able
to accept reality even when I find it absurd, or painful, or unjust—and to experi-

CBE 2014 Calendar of Events ence feelings of gratitude even when I am having difficulties accepting the way
Programs subject to change. Events are at the Jodo Shinshu Center unless noted. things are.
February 22: Making the Dharma Connection at the Fresno Dharma Center Of course, sedimentation is a process, and I have only just begun. However,
February - April: Central Cal Buddhist Education Programs the optimism that I feel as a result of my early experiences of shinjin is so impor-
Match 14-16: TechnoBuddha Conference with Rev. Patti Oshita tant to me, and I am grateful. Namo Amida Butsul!
March 19-21: Ministers’ Continuing Education (MCE)
March 22: Spring Pacific Seminar at Gardena Buddhist Church Taitetsu Unno, Bifs of Rubble Turn into Gold New York, Random House, 2002).
March 27-29: Spring Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP) seminar
April 5: Japanese Seminar Ryan is a law professor living in Victoria, British Columbia. He is a member of the Steveston Buddhist
April: Tour group from Japan: “Jodo Shinshu in America” (tentative) Temple and enrolled in the Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course in the fall session of 2012.

May 21: Gotan-e (Shinran’s Birthday) Setvice
June 28: LGBTQ & Buddhism Seminar

June 30-July 2: Ministers’ Summer Fuken Hoon-ko Ozenzai at the Jodo Shinshu Center
July 4-6: Summer Pacific Seminar (Summer MAP credit). See ad on page 5
August 8-9: Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course August Workshop On January 16, 2014 CBE held two
September 6: Baby Boomers Seminar with Rev. Patricia Usuki Hoon-ko (Shinran Shonin’s Memortial)
September 18-20: Fall MAP seminar at New York Buddhist Church services. After the first service at noon,
October 4: Japanese Seminar Jodo Shinshu Center facilities manager

October 20-31: CBE Japan Educational Tour
November 11-13: Ministers’ Continuing Education (MCE)
December 11-16: Winter Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP) seminar

Glenn Kameda, and his wife Janet pre-
pared ogenzai, sweet red bean soup with

toasted mochi—said to be Shinran’s
See details at www. BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org Shonin’s favorite food. Itadakimasu!

Email: cbe@bcahq.org Ph: (510) 809-1460
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CBE Co-Director’s Message:
Powered by the Dharma

by Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara

The year 2014 has just begun (although I know that by the time you read this
article it will be February). At the beginning of year, some of you may have
established resolutions. I hope you are still keeping them; after all, only one
month has elapsed!

In 2013, CBE presented various programs, hoping that we could share
the joy of the Dharma with more people and deepen our appreciation of the
teaching. We will further develop our programs this year and hope that more
people will participate in them. Please check our event calendar in the Wheel of
Dharma or on our website for more information.

CBE staff members work very hard to plan and run the programs. The
people who join our program committees and our other volunteers
work very hard, too. Thanks to their hard work, we have wonderful events. 1
sometimes wonder why they work so hard. I think it is because the Dharma
energizes them. You could say that they are powered by the Dharma.

Our staff chose to work at CBE, and our volunteers help at events out
of their own preference. They decide to do so. However, how are their deci-
sions made? There must be various factors, but I can tell from their fulfilled
faces and dedication that their ties to the Dharma play a big role in their
decision. It could be said that their dedicated support is brought about by the
Dharma. The Dharma has a big influence over their lives. They live with the
Dharma.

My resolution—maybe my lifetime resolution as a Jodo Shinshu minister
—is to make every effort to see that more people will be “Powered by the
Dharma.”

Prof. Nobuhiro Fukagawa Lectures in Berkeley & Gardena

The Institute of Buddhist Studies and the Center for Buddhist Education are
pleased to present Professor Nobuhiro Fukagawa at two major educational
gatherings this March. He is on the faculty of Ryukoku University’s Depart-
ment of Shin Buddhist Studies in Kyoto and serves as the resident minister
of Sainen-ji Temple in Yamaguchi Prefecture, Japan.

March 19 & 20: RYUKOKU LECTURES

Issues in Jodo Shinshu Propagational Studies

6 -9 pm Free & Open to the Public

Jodo Shinshu Center - 2140 Durant Avenue, Berkeley, CA
Presented by the Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS)

March 22: SPRING PACIFIC SEMINAR

The Benefits of a Life of Shinjin

9 am -4 pm Registration $30 (Includes lunch) Due: March 8
Gardena Buddhist Church - [517 West |66th Street, Gardena, CA
Presented by IBS & BCA Center for Buddhist Education

Hosted by the Southern District Ministers Association & Buddhist Education Committee

This year’s Spring Pacific Seminar will address questions such as: Why aspire
to live “a life of shinjin”? What are “the ten kinds of benefit realized in the
present life (by a person of shinjin)? How do we experience the primary
benefit of “entry into the ranks of the truly settled”? How is this pursuit dif-
ferent from the notion of seeking “worldly benefit”? How can this trans-
form our lives today?

The seminar sessions will be in Japanese and English including:

* Prof. Fukagawa’s keynote presentation in Japanese with English translation
by Rev. Mutsumi Wondra. Prof. Fukagawa will also present a lecture in Japa-
nese, moderated by Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara, CBE Co-Director.

* Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto, Director, IBS Center for Contemporary Jodo
Shinshu Studies will present a lecture in English, moderated by Rev. Marvin
Harada, CBE Co-Director.

* A dialogue with Prof. Fukagawa will be conducted in Japanese and English.

Registration and other program details available at
www.BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org (click on CBE)

BCA Southern District members are urged to register through their temples.

For IBS course offerings, podcasts, online videos
and publications, visit: www.shin-ibs.edu

SAVE THE DATE

Pacific Seminar - 21°T Century

A'Special Summer Session

Keynote Speakers:

Rev. Tetsuo Unno &
Prof. Mark Unno

Honored Guests:

Rev. Dr. Taitetsu Unno
&
Mrs. Alice Unno

Visit website for details

=

July 4 - July 6, 2014

New! The Dharmakara Series
Our Lifelong Learning Challenge

It is a joy and privilege to discover the abundant treasures within the Buddhist scriptures.
With this issue of the WHEEL OF DHARMA we are launching this new column. Rev. John Iwo-
hara has been invited to be our guest columnist for the coming year to share his apprecia-
tion of Sanbutsuge. The Buddhist scriptures have so much to offer to people today. Let us
enjoy this new series. — Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop

INTRODUCTION TO THE SANBUTSU-GE:
Gatha (verses) in Praise of the Buddha (Part I)

by John Iwohara

This article will begin a series of articles on the Sanbutsu-ge.
The reader is also encouraged to visit the on-line site: Dharmanet.org

http://www.dharmanet.org/coursesM/Shin/| .html

The Sanbutsu-ge, which literally means “Gatha (verses) in Praise of the Buddha” is
tound in the Larger Sukhavati V'yuba Sutra ot the Daimuryonjukyon which is the title
given to the text in its Chinese translation. Daimuryoujukyou is often abbrevi-
ated to Daikyou or “Larger Sutra.” Honen Shonin in establishing the Pure Land
School (Jodo-shu) as a completely independent tradition within Buddhism iden-
tified the Larger Sutra, the Contemplation Sutra and the Amida Sutra (Awmida-kyo)
as the three sutras that establish the doctrinal lineage and authenticity of the tra-
dition. Later, Shinran Shonin, who was a student of Honen Shonin, would iden-
tify the Larger Sutra, in particular, as “the True and Real Teaching (Shinjitsu no
kyon)” and as “the True Essence of the Pure Land (Jodo Shinshu).” Although the
importance of the Larger Sutra was identified by Honen Shonin, Shinran Shonin
goes on to say that Sakyamuni Buddha appeared in our world specifically to
teach the Larger Sutra. In other words, Shinran Shonin is saying that Sakyamuni
Buddha became a Buddha so that we could all meet with Namo Amida Butsu.
This point is particularly important for Shinran Shonin because he discovered
that the only way for him to find salvation was through Namo Amida Butsn.

With this emphasis, Shinran Shonin tells us why he is able to claim that the
Larger Sutra is the reason for Sakyamuni Buddha's appearance in this world. He
says, “How is it known that [this sutra] was the great matter for which Sakya-
muni appeared in the world? The Larger Sutra states: ...” and continues by quot-
ing the following passage from the Larger Sutra. It is a passage that has Ananda
greeting Sakyamuni Buddha; it is the passage that prefaces the telling of the story
of Amida Buddha as found in the Larger Sutra:
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“Today World-honored one, your sense organs
are filled with gladness and serenity. Your com-
plexion  is pure. Your radiant countenance is
majestic, like a luminous mirror in which clear
reflections pass unobstructed. Your lofty fea-
tures are resplendent, surpassing all words or
measure. Never before have I beheld your linea-
ments as sublime as they are now. Indeed, Great
Sage, I have thought to myself: Today, the
Wortld-honored one abides in the dharma most
rare and wondrous. Today, the Great Hero
abides where all Buddhas abide. Today, the
Wortld’s Eye abides in the activity of guide and
teacher. Today, the Preeminent one of the
world abides in the supreme enlightenment.
Today the Heaven-honored one puts into prac-
tice the virtue of all Tathagatas. The Buddhas of
the past, future, and present all think on one
another. Do not you, the dpresent Buddha, also

think on all the other Buddhas now? Why does your commanding radi-

ance shine forth with such brilliancer” [Collected Works of Shinran (CWS),

Pp. 7-8]

Because Ananda constantly accompanied Sakyamuni Buddha it would neither
be unusual for nor unexpected of Ananda to ask this kind of question to the
Buddha. At the same time, however, it was particularly meaningful for Ananda
to be the one who asks this question, since Ananda—as a “foolish being” or
bonbu—represents us. Jodo Shinshu scholars of the past, for example, have
pointed out that whereas Ananda spent years listening to the messages of Sakya-
muni Buddha, and in fact was called the disciple of the Buddha foremost in
hearing, he was still not fully able to actualize the teachings until after the passing
of Sakyamuni Buddha. That Ananda was not able to fully live the Dharma that
he heard is recorded in the Nirvana Sutra or the sutra that describes the final days
of Sakyamuni Buddha's life in the human realm. The Nirwana Sutra tells the story
of how Ananda asked the Buddha to “revise” his prophesy of his own demise
from three months to a kalpa or even half a kalpa, to which the Buddha is said to
have replied,

& NS 4

Buddha-Dharma
Numata Center for Buddhist
Translation & Research, 2003

“O, Ananda, be not grieved; even if I could remain for the duration of
another kalpa, beings that come together will sooner or later be separated.
Such is the way everﬁthing is. Be not distressed about my passing away.
Even though this physical body l})aerishes, the body of the Dharma I
taught remains forever.” [Buddba-Dharma — The Way to Enlightenment, 2003
(Buddha-Dharma), p. 639]

Despite having received these words, Ananda still could not maintain his com-
posure at the death pyre of the Buddha. At that time, not able to restrain his
tears despite being told not to grieve because death is part of the fundamental
teaching of impermanence, Ananda is said to have composed the following
verse: Continued on Page 6
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BCA Bookstore News
by Gayle Noguchi

The Nirvana Sutra
(Mahaparinirvana Sutra) Volume |

New! The Nirvana Sutra (Mabaparinirvana Sutra)
Volume 1 translated from the Chinese by Mark L.
Blum, Professor, Buddhist Studies, Shinjo Ito Chair
in Japanese Studies, University of California, Berke-
ley, East Asian Languages and Cultures, hardcover
$80.00.

The first of four volumes, this book translates the
first ten fascicles of the Dharmaksema translation
into English. Mark Blum shared with me the follow-
ing comments about this new publication:

“I am happy to announce the publication of vol-
ume one of my translation from Chinese of The Nir-
Sutra, the Mahayana version of the
Mabaparinirvalla-sitra, as part of the Numata Transla-
tions series published by the
Bukkyo Dendo Kyokai
(BDK). This is one of the
most influential sutras in all
of FEast Asian Buddhism,
frequently quoted in the writ-
ings of every Buddhist school
in China, Korea, Vietnam, and Japan. The only scrip-
ture equal in stature with the Lotus Sutra in the Ten-
dai school (both in China and Japan), it was part of
the core curriculum on Mt. Hiei that Honen, Shinran,
Dogen, and Nichiren received, but in the writings of
these founders of the new schools of Kamakura
Buddhism, the Nirvana Sutrais quoted most often in
the writings of Shinran and Nichiren.

“In Shinran’s Kyggyoshinsho, it is the second most
quoted text after the Larger Sutra, and Otani Univer-
sity has always had a chair in Nirvana Sutra studies
since it was founded 110 years ago. Its most influen-
tial teachings are on buddha-nature, vegetarianism,
when violence can be justified to defend the
Dharma, the eternal presence of all buddhas, and the
Ajatasatru (J. Ajase) story of patricide, confession,
and forgiveness.” Read more commentary online.

To order The Nirvana Sutra
Visit: www.bcabookstore.com

Email: sales@bcabookstore.com
Phone: (510) 809-1435

vana

Three Questions Continued from Page 3

This is something that maybe we should say to our-
selves first thing in the morning and the last thing
before we go to bed.

And, the third question? I've already given you
the answer! It’s TO CARE! If we care, then we will
pleasantly and cheerfully greet each and every person
that we come across every day. This is Dana (selfless
giving). If we care, then we will take the time to share
our kindness and help each person that we come
across every day. This is Wisdom and Compassion.
And, if we care, we become shining examples sharing
the Buddha-Dharma with each person that we come
across every day.

The Three Questions: When? Who? What? The
answers are rooted in Buddhism. Remember, Shakya-
muni Buddha sat under the Bodhi tree to find the
answers to the difficulties of everyday life. His an-
swers continue to be relevant, and can help each and
every one of us every day. Namu Amida Butsu

WHEEL OF DHARMA

YAC 9 Reunion Continued from Page |
by Ahn-Tu Vo, Ekoji Temple

The summer of 2013 was a summer full of memo-
ries; and the perfect way to start off the new year of
2014 was the YAC Retreat 9’s reunion, from January
17-20. Michelle Nguyen and I are both from Ekoji
Buddhist Temple in Virginia, and our flight to San
Francisco was over five hours long, which was plenty
of time for me to worry about the littlest things that
could go wrong during our trip. What if my Howa
(Dharma Talk) was not good enough? What if we did
not get along as much as we had during the summer?

As soon as we arrived at the Jodo Shinshu Center,
all of my worries vanished. Before we knew it, it was
time for that first service. We were a little rusty, but
by the second service BAM! We were back into the
swing of things. That night we created our own Bud-
dhist song, which was to the tune of Cups by Anna
Kendrick. We were probably not the most produc-
tive that night but we spent the time hanging out and
bonding. Everyone finally had arrived and we were
finally all reunited.

The next morning after service, we had our intro-
duction class on chanting Shoshinge and Wasans.
The session was two hours long, but we did not even
notice how fast time flew by. Then it was time to
have a tour of the UC Berkeley, led by Tara
Umemoto, a YAC 6. Berkeley was amazing, and the
weather was perfect; Michelle and 1 had just come
from 10-degree weather in Virginia.

On Sunday, we attended service at Mountain
View Buddhist Temple. Reverend Mukojima warmly
greeted us and gave us brief instructions for service.
We did a quick run through, and then it was service
time. That service was one of our best services. We
chanted our loudest and bowed perfectly in sync.
Reverend Mukojima gave a wonderful dharma talk.
It amazed me how he could captivate the whole audi-
ence; even the restless kindergarten dharma school
students were interested. We attended the high
school dharma school class and felt right at home.
Everyone at the Temple was so welcoming. When
we got back to the JSC, Rev. Patti and Rev. Bob led
our last session, a Q&A. We sat outside and enjoyed
the sunshine and each other’s companionship. The
late afternoon consisted of watching the 49ers versus
the Seahawks’ football game sandwiched in between
services. Monday morning was our last service of
reunion, and we tearfully said our thank-yous and
goodbyes and took our last pictures together. Before
we knew it, we were off on our separate ways.

YAC 9 consisted of people from all over the
country from the East to the West coasts. We all
had different cultural backgrounds and some of us
said funny different phrases, but YAC brought us all
together. We rooted for different sports teams and
completely different school systems. But despite all
of our differences, my YAC friends are truly my
Dharma Buddies for Life, just like Reverend Tim
Castle said during the YAC retreat. The people I met
are my lifelong friends. The question is not if I will
see them again, but when. Fach and every one of
them taught me something about themselves that I
had not known before through their dharma talks
and their actions.

We cannot take for granted our treasured moments
and memories of one another. YAC would not have
been possible without all of the adults who helped
support us. During the reunion, they spent so much
time and effort to make it a success. There will never
be enough thank yous to express all of the gratitude
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Sambutsuge Continued from Page 5

Despite having received these words, Ananda still
could not maintain his composure at the death pyre
of the Buddha. At that time, not able to restrain his
tears despite being told not to grieve because death is
part of the fundamental teaching of impermanence,
Ananda is said to have composed the following
verse:

“Fortunate was I to be born in the same Sakya
clan as the World-Honored One;

Fortunate was I to have accompanied the
World-Honored One for more than two dec-
ades.

Now the World-Honored One has gone to
the great nirvana, leaving us behind.

Sad am I, groping my way in the long night of
ignorance.

I have not yet disentangled myself from the
mesh of delusion, nor have I departed from
the shell of ignorance.”

[Buddha-Dharma, Pp. 717-718]

This reaction is in marked contrast to Anuruddha,
another of the Buddha's disciples, who at the time of
the Buddha’s death yelled out: “Enough, my breth-
ren, be not grieved nor lament. Has not the World-
Honored One, moments ago, taught us that all things
are equally impermanent in both their nature and
their form?” |Buddha-Dharma, p. 717]

Given who and what Ananda is, it is no wonder
that after being asked the question that prefaces the
telling of the story of Amida Buddha, Sakyamuni
Buddha first questions Ananda by asking, “Did devas
$0 nstruct you that you ask this, or do you inquire of my noble
mien out of your own wisdom?” To which, Ananda re-
sponds: “No deva came to teach me; 1 ask this myself; sim-

Py from what I observe.” [CWS, p. §]

Because Ananda represents us: foolish beings
(bonbu), this conversation takes on special signifi-
cance. We learn that the Dharma of Amida Buddha
is so serene and powerful that even Ananda, without
the aid of others, is made to recognize it. Upon hear-
ing this response, Sakyamuni Buddha praises Ananda
by saying:

“Well spoken, Ananda! Your question is excellent.
You ask this insightful question having summoned
up deep wisdom and true and subtle powers of ex-
pression, and having turned tender thoughts to all
sentient beings. ... This question you now ask will
bring immense benefit; it will enlighten the minds of
all devas and human beings.” [ibid]

Ananda, as bonbu, has opened the door to the
path that will allow even a bonbu to become a Bud-
dha. It is here that Shinran Shonin found emancipa-
tion. It is also here where he finds joy.

YAC continued

we have for them. On the behalf of the YAC ers, 1
would like to thank Susan Bottari, Chatlene Gri-
nolds, Keith Sawada, Jim Shimomaye, Reverend
Patti, Reverend Peter, Reverend Bob, Reverend Mu-
kojima and Mountain View’s Sangha, and Reverend
Kuwahara and the Jodo Shinshu Center for making
YAC 9 reunion possible. We also would like to thank
everyone at Sacramento, who helped with the YAC
Retreat and the YAC Committee. Thank you to all
of the many Dharma School Teachers and parents,
who pushed us to go to YAC. Lastly, thank you to
all you YAC Yers because meeting you has made a
major impact on my life and I cannot wait until we
see each other again.

Is My Sangha Inclusive? Continued from Page |
their parents. Others spoke of their feelings of accep-
tance and inclusion within their respective sanghas.
After the panel, we formed small discussion groups
so that everyone present could share their thoughts
and comments freely.

Listening to the animated conversations dur-
ing dinner and reading participants’ feedback after
the event, I realized that we had successfully created
a beneficial forum for dialogue. I myself learned a lot
from this one-day seminar. What impressed me most
was the panelists’ deep commitment to living within
the teachings and the gratitude and joy they find in
being part of their sanghas.

Prior to this event, the BCA has had a long
history of LGBTQ inclusion; the first same-sex
marriage ceremony performed by a BCA priest

occurred in the 1970s. In 2004, the BCA Ministers’
Association issued a formal resolution condemning
the U.S. government’s prohibition of same-sex mar-
riage. Earlier this year, the Ministers’ Association
again took a stand with a formal resolution encourag-
ing the Boy Scouts of America to remove all limita-
tions of participation due to sexual otientation, both
for scouts and leaders. And just last month, the Bud-
dhist Church of San Francisco, for the first time in
its history, participated as an official contingent in
the 2013 San Francisco LGBTQ Pride Celebration
and Parade.

The Buddha’s teachings are for everyone. We
strive to follow the spirit of Buddha and share the
dharma with others universally. All of our BCA tem-
ples share a common teaching of openness and in-
clusion. Our struggle is to ensure that each of our
temples expresses it. Exclusion and discrimination,

even in our minds, is not justifiable. That said,
discriminatory attitudes may arise. At such times, we
should humbly scrutinize ourselves under the light of
the Dharma and sincerely receive Buddha's guidance.
Only then can there be genuine respect, enabling
everyone to find a safe and welcoming place within
the Buddhist community.

The sangha, for me, is where the Dharma
finds its actual dynamic expression. It is this very
dynamism that allows us to transform our ignorance
into the awareness of living as equals, together,
within the Dharma. Namo Amidabutsu

Reprinted with permission of Buddhadharma: The Practi-
tionet's Quartetly and the anthor. Featured in the ‘1 et’s
Talk” colummn, pp. 22-23, Winter, 2013 issue,
www.thebuddhadbarma.com
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