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Message on ‘Our Pledge’

Thank you for attending the perpetual
memorial and autumn service at Hongwanji
today. This annual service is in remembrance
of all the Jodo Shinshu followers who passed
away during the year. Let us take this opportu-
nity to appreciate the Dharma with a feeling of
respect to our deceased predecessors.

Society today is facing concerns including
the depopulation of rural areas, declining birth
rate, rapidly aging population and diversifica-
tion of values, and such issues have greatly
transformed the close ties created for a long
time between Buddhist temples and their
members in Japan. This social trend makes
difficult the long established Japanese custom
that religious tradition is handed down within
the houschold from generation to generation
to remain intact, and consequently, has led to
the weakening connection between the people
and temple.

Resulting from this social trend, however,
with conventional ties between the temple and
its members changing, quite a few people have
begun secking spiritual comfort in teachings like Buddhism and Jodo Shinshu. To be able
to address the individual’s spiritual quest and for the sake of coming generations, it obliges
us to follow in the footsteps of our forebears to pass the Nembutsu teaching on correctly
and in a way that is easy to understand.

On the first day of the Commemoration on the Accession of the Jodo Shinshu
Tradition, I delivered a message entitled “A Way of Living as a Nembutsu Follower,”
expressing how we should live in the real world as one who encounters the great wisdom
and compassion of Amida Tathagata. Although Sakyamuni Buddha expounds the truth
of this world in the principle of impermanence or dependent origination and other teach-
ings, we are unable to accept reality as it is and have a tendency to view things through
our own egocentric point of view. As a result, we ourselves become disheartened and
become embroiled in quarrels with others. Saddened by our ignorance, Amida Tathagata
has vowed to continue working to save us just as we are.

Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani

In truly appreciating the Buddha’s compassionate aspiration directed to each of us, we
naturally become enabled to aspire to act and speak in accordance with the Buddha’s wish
and feel the joy and sadness of others as our own. It is totally apart from the self-destructive
actitude that takes advantage of our selfish human nature as an excuse for giving up any
good-deeds and doing nothing, or thinking “we can do whatever we want because we are
foolish beings.” Thus, our efforts of trying to be in accord with the Buddha’s wish is the
first step toward realization of a society in which everyone can live life spiritually fulfilled.

On this occasion, with the hope of presenting it in a more familiar and understandable
way, | have summarized the essence of the message into the following four verses of “Our

Pledge.”

Our Pledge
Breaking out of my shell

1 will share a warm smile and speak gentle words

Just like the kind Buddha.

Not becoming lost in my greed, anger, and ignorance
1 shall think and act with an open-mind
Just like the calm and peaceful Buddha

Not putting myself first
1 will share in the joy and sadness of others
Just like the compassionate Buddha

Realizing the gift of life I have received
1 shall strive to live each day to its fullest
Like the Buddha who tirelessly works to liberate all.

In today’s day and age, where it is said that the younger generations are distancing
themselves from religion, it is my hope that these verses will be used during various
engagements and gatherings. Let us continue on the path of the Nembutsu, as we have
engraved in our hearts, that we must pass on to the coming generations far and wide, the
Jodo Shinshu teaching that was carefully transmitted to us by our forebears.

November 23, 2018

OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

Hear the Nembutsu Through BWA'’s Selfless Work for Convention

My eyes being hindered by blind passions,
Cannot perceive the light that grasps me;
Yet great compassion, without tiring,
Lllumes me always.

-- Shinran Shonin’s “Koso Wasan,” verse
95, from “Hymns of the Pure Land Masters”
(Collected Works of Shinran, Page 385)

16" World Buddhist Women’s Convention

August 30 - September 1, 2019

San Francisco Marriott Marquis
San Francisco, California

Keynote Speakers:
Reverend Yukiko Motoyoshi
Professor Keiko Toro

o

Live the Nembutsu
Vivemos no interior do Nembutsu

BRILICEMNENT

www.wbwconvention.org

By Elaine Donlin | Buddhist Church of San Francisco

In Jodo Shinshu, there is the light and the dark-
ness, wisdom and foolishness. Rennyo, in writing of
these contradictory tendencies, called it “ki-ho ittai,” a
term used to signify the oneness (ittai) of the Buddha
Dharma (ho) and all (foolish) beings (ki).

In living this preciously impermanent — yet
profoundly interconnected — life of Nembutsu, I feel
an abundance of gratitude. Despite my foolishness,
I am constantly illumed by the light of compassion.
From my family, whose love has always encouraged
me to embrace a journey of the heart; to my Dharma
teachers, for their gentle guidance and wise counsel;
and from my friends — both inside and outside of the
temple — for compassionately sustaining me despite my
foolishness.

The efforts of so many Buddhist Women’s Associa-
tion sisters involved in the planning and implementa-
tion of the upcoming 16th World Buddhist Women’s
Convention has continued to teach me about living
the Nembutsu. Their selfless work, involving years of
many long meetings, innumerable emails and miles of
travel, all point to a compassionate light supporting
and sustaining me. (And everyone else who is fortunate
enough to attend the convention on Aug. 30 through
Sept. 1.)

I hear the Nembutsu in each and every contribution
made to this upcoming and historic convention. I hear
the Nembutsu in the joy of the programs committee
members as they’ve finalized the wonderful keynote
speakers and diverse and interesting workshops. I hear
the Nembutsu in the excitement of the banquet com-
mittee as the members shape the convention’s Saturday
evening program of dinner, Dharma and entertain-
ment. I hear the Nembutsu in the satisfaction of each
person who thoughtfully offered a hand, a meal, a sug-

gestion, or an idea toward making this extraordinary
event a deeply meaningful one.

And I hear the Nembutsu in all the quiet ways that
the BWA has historically worked without recognition,
fanfare or status that is usually afforded such a criti-
cally important and dynamic group. I see, hear and live
the Nembutsu through the grace of all of these women,
past and present.

Namo Amida Butsu

Working With

Community

The Watsonville Buddhist Temple organized its second annual
Neighborhood and Levee Ohigan Cleanup and more than 60
people took part in the March 16 event. The participants included
Watsonville Mayor Paco Rodriguez, Pajaro Valley School District
Trustee Daniel Dodge Jr, Watsonville Sangha members, friends,
neighbors, Boy Scout Troop 558, Watsonville High School SAVE
club and the city of Watsonville. The volunteers scoured the
neighborhood around the Buddhist temple, cleaning up the trash.
(Courtesy Watsonville Buddhist Temple)
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Remember Compassionate

Wisdom in Light

of Shinran’s Birthday

By Rev. Kodo Umezu
BCA Bishop

Albert Einstein introduced
the theory of general relativity
about 100 years ago. According
to the theory, space and time
are interrelated. Jodo Shinsha
followers know this truth as
well. Our teaching always talks
about time and space as a pair.

The word “Amida” in San-
skrit is expressed as “Amitayus”
and “Amitabha.” Amitayus is
immeasurable life (time) and
Amitabha is immeasurable
light (space). Time and space
are two aspects of compassion-
ate wisdom. And this compas-
sionate  wisdom transcends
time and space. It means that
the compassionate wisdom is
always here and now.

What an important re-
minder as we reflect on the
seemingly endless stream of
violence we see and hear across
the news! The truth of our
suffering is unchanging for all
people, regardless of gender,
age, race, or any other division
we create, from the timeless
past until now. The terrible
March attacks at mosques in
New Zealand reminded me of
how our blind passions cause us
to act foolishly. As people who
have been hurt by others acting
out of their blind passions, it
is easy to see ourselves in the

victims. But we should also see
ourselves in the shooters. We,
too, ignore the compassionate
wisdom that is always here for
us and act in foolish ways de-
pending on the circumstances.

“Namo Amida Butsu” is the
Buddha’s tears that cry over
our existence and urge us to
realize our own foolishness by
taking refuge in the Buddha.
All of us, without exception,
need to hear the compassionate
call from the realm of non-
discrimination.

In May, we celebrate the
birth of Shinran Shénin. In
his life, Shinran Shoénin was
made aware that we have long
been cared for by the universal
wisdom, the true and real
heart of the Tatha (Oneness or
Suchness). He shares our true
condition in “Kyo-gy6-shin-
sho” as the following:

« all beings, an ocean
of multitudes, have since the
beginningless past down to this
day, this very moment, been
evil and defiled, completely
lacking the mind of purity.
They have been false and de-
ceitful, completely lacking the
mind of truth and reality.”

He continues:

“Thus, when the Tathagata,
in profound compassion for
the ocean of all sentient beings
in pain and affliction, per-
formed bodhisattva practices
for inconceivable millions of
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Shizuko Yamauchi, shown in front row center, celebrates turning 101 on May
21, 2018, at the Southern Alameda County Buddhist Church’s Gotan-Ye
service otoki in May 2018, Shown, in front row from left, are BCA Bishop Rev.
Kodo Umezu, Yamauchi, and her granddaughter, Stacy Masako Cole. In the
back row from left, are Yamauchi’s daughter, Nancy Teruko Dodd, and the
granddaughter’s husband, Adam Cole. The Coles came from Pasadena to
attend the special service. (Courtesy of Nancy Teruko Dodd)

measureless kalpas, there was
not a moment, not an instant,
when his practice in the three
modes of action was not pure,
or lacked this true mind. With
this pure, true mind, the Ta-
thagata brought to fulfillment
the perfect, unhindered, in-
conceivable, indescribable and
inexplicable supreme virtues.”

This teaching of being cared
for by the universal wisdom is
appreciated throughout the
world. It has been a guiding
light to many people, which is
why we sing verses of this song
“Shuso Gotanye” in honor of
his birthday:

(Translation)

For us who wander aimless in
dark,

he opened the way of life

and endeavored to raise

the distant light of enlighten-

ment.

Praise this day! Celebrate
this day!

He strove to see that

the parched earth will be
moistened

by the gentle eternal rain

that would pour compassion
on all.

Praise this day! Celebrate
this day!

When we, the wanderers in
the dark, encounter the com-
passionate light through the
calling of Namo Amida Butsu,
we begin to see each other as
fellow travelers and are able
to live our lives with humil-
ity and joy. Let us remember
these words as we celebrate his
birthday this month.

Thank you very much,
Shinran Shénin, for appearing
in this world!

By Rev. Doei Fujii
Tri-State/Denver Buddhist Temple

When I was a sophomore in
high school, my math teacher
called me to come to his office
after a midterm examination.

“Listen, Fujii, you probably
don’t know how to get more
points in a math test,” he said.

People Don’t Listen to the Dharma Seriously

“I don’t get it, sir,” I re-
plied.

“Look at your paper. You
started from the first question,
the second question and so on,”
the teacher continued. “These
are the difficult ones, but you
solved them. You, however,
missed easy ones because your
time ran out.”

“l understand that every
student has 90 minutes to
solve the entire questions. So
I started from the first ques-
tion,” I responded.

“Fujii, you read all the
questions first,” he suggested.

“Then, start with easy ones
and medium and difficult ones
to use your time effectively. Do
you understand what I said?”

“Oh, I did not know the
way, sir,” 1 said. I was happy
to know that the easy questions
are the ones to solve first.

I recognized the difference
between math tests and life. In
Dharma, it emphasizes that the
most difficult question in life
should be solved first.

One example of this is as
follows: Ejo (1198-1280) was
the disciple who succeeded
Soh-Toh Zen after his Master

Dogen (1200-1253). One
day, Ejo asked his master,
“People don’t listen to Dharma
seriously. Do you have any
proposal to recommend when I
share the teaching?”

His master recommended
two things: One is the imper-
manent life and the other is
the blind karma. This means
that people die in vain with-
out knowing truth. Their
short conversation has been
in my mind for years. Master
Dogen  emphasized, “First

Continued on Page 6
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Rev. Ryuta Furumoto of the Senshin Buddhist Temple conducted an
April 12 memorial service at Manzanar National Historic Site, where
10,000 Japanese Americans were incarcerated during World War II.
An estimated 50 Japanese Brazilians attended the ceremony and are
shown in front of the Ireito, erected in August 1943 by the internees.

(Courtesy of Rev. Ryuta Furumoto)

Manzanar, a Beautiful Place Filled With Sand

By Rev. Ryuta Furumoto
Senshin Buddhist Temple

On April 12, I went to the Manzanar National
Historic Site, part of the U.S. National Park Ser-
vice, to conduct a memorial service.

About 50 Japanese Brazilians -- Issei and Nisei
from Brazil -- attended the service. They were sur-
prised that about 10,000 Japanese Americans were
incarcerated in such an isolated, windy desert.

“Manzanar was a harsh place to live,” they
thought.

The service was held in front of the Ireito (the
monument to console the spirit) that was erected
in August 1943 by the internees. It is said that
about 140 people passed away in Manzanar.

s

On the backside of the Ireito, the word Man-
zanar is engraved in kanji. I do not know who
chose the kanji Manzanar, but the selection of
kanji was very interesting.

In kanji, Manzanar is written “WRTDHR.” Tt
means “a beautiful place filled with sand.”

Manzanar means an “apple orchard” in Span-
ish, but in kanji, there is no meaning of apple. {ilj
(man) means “filled with,” i%(za) means “sand,”
and #AB(na) means “beautiful place.” Manzanar is
in the desert, so it is filled with sand. The people
in the camp chose the kanji /ll(na) which means
“a beautiful place.”

However, #8(na) also means “a lot” and“How
come?” Hence, Manzanar in kanji can also mean,

Continued on Page 6
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By Richard A. Stambul
BCA President

Omar Atia is an assistant
Imam at the Islamic Center
in Evansville, located in New-
burgh, Indiana. In drawing
a link between his religious
center and the brutal murder
of more than 50 Muslims in
Christchurch, New Zealand, in
March, he commented: “We're
a suburban minority commu-
nity with kids of immigrants
in a Western English-speaking
nation. In the Muslims of
New Zealand, we see ourselves.
Everybody has a fear.”

Of course, our hearts go out
to all our brothers and sisters
regardless of faith, but what
shocks me is how we react with
horror to violence and killings
during a news cycle or two,
then, almost too routinely,
we go on with our lives, with
pity for those families affected,
but grateful that this time we
weren’t the ones who were at-
tacked.

But it could have been us.

BCA has 60 temples and

churches located in both subur-
ban communities as well as in
major urban centers through-
out the United States. Most of
our members are immigrants
and descendants of immigrants.
Virtually all Americans fall
into that category. All of them
sought a better life, a safer life,
spiritually and economically,
for themselves and their chil-
dren. As we’re forced to watch
a seemingly never-ending series
of violent attacks all too often
aimed at faith-based institu-
tions throughout the United
States and worldwide, it’s not
hard to imagine that we too
could become a target.

The Washington Post re-
ports that more than 223,000
American students at 229
schools have experienced gun
violence since Columbine,
Colorado, in 1999. Deadly in-
cidents at religious institutions
and houses of worship are on
the rise and are almost univer-
sally attributed to both racist
and anti-religious sentiments.

Carl Chinn, a church secu-
rity expert, reports that there
have been 14 incidents of mass
killings at faith-based proper-
ties in America. These statistics
are not just numbers ... we all
know that. These are real people
we're talking about. They're

The Issue We Thought
We’d Never Have to Talk About

our neighbors, our friends, de-
cent people who deserve to be
free of such violence. We must
work diligently to prepare our
temples and churches against
such catastrophes.

The common threads that
run through many articles on
security at faith-based proper-
ties recommend education, as-
sessment of choices and a clear
plan. Most church experts urge
that the most effective response
is a local one. The physical
layout of each of our temples
is different; the choices of what
to do, how best to educate our

during services, and in some
instances, for many events.
Each temple needs to develop
its own education programs,
assess the response choices its
members are comfortable with,
and actively develop a clear
plan of action, understandable
by every member regardless of
age. Most of the experts on
church security confirm that
the risk of any one site being
attacked is statistically mini-
mal. The odds are that none
of our temples or churches will
ever be attacked. But statistics
can be misleading. If your

“As we re forced to watch a seemingly never-ending

series of violent attacks all too often aimed at faith-

based institutions throughout the United States and

worldwide, it s not hard to imagine that we too could
become a target.”

members, how to properly
assess our choices, and the de-
velopment of an unambiguous
plan needs to be addressed
differently by each temple and
church.

A few of our churches al-
ready hire armed, off-duty law
enforcement officers to patrol
and to show their presence

church is attacked, the odds
won’t matter.

BCA is planning a work-
shop to address these issues
for the 2020 Ministers’ Asso-
ciation and National Council
Meetings in Seattle. Can we
wait until 20202 All of us
--- temple presidents, temple
leaders, board members --- we

all need to begin looking at se-
curity with as much vigor as we
devote to our summer festivals.

Rick Oishi, President of
Orange County  Buddhist
Church, shares that OCBC has
aggressively moved forward in
adopting its own security pro-
grams. It includes: hiring secu-
rity guards to walk the church

grounds;  checking  bushes
behind containers; opening
classrooms; formation of a

security team to help monitor
its festivals and major events;
improved lighting; evaluating
fence height and the installa-
tion of automatic coded gates;
taking steps to avoid the need
for people to get out of their
cars to close and lock gates;
changing landscape plants to
thorn-type plants and bushes;
installation of video camera
surveillance; youth protection
programs and identity cards
for adult supervisors; cyber se-
curity; office security; security
policies; and the formation of a
Risk Management Committee.

Other temples have reached
out to establish relationships
with local police, and the ex-
amination and use of insurance
company security programs.

All these are active measures
that need to begin now. Namo
Amida Butsu.

BCA Guests Attend Hawaii Kyodan’s 107th Giseikai

The 107th Giseikai of the Hawaii Kyodan was held Feb. 8-9 at the Honpa
Hongwanji headquarters in Honolulu. The Hawaii Kyodan was celebrating the
130th anniversary of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii.

By Gary Mukai
Buddhist Church of Fowler
and Celeste Sterrett
Spokane Buddhist Church

Continuing a longstanding
tradition, two guests repre-
senting the BCA attended the
107th Giseikai of the Hawaii
Kyodan on Feb. 8-9 at the
Honpa Hongwanji headquar-
ters in Honolulu.

The Hawaii Kyodan was
celebrating the 130th anniver-
sary of the Honpa Hongwanji
Mission of Hawaii.

Visiting the Giseikai leg-
islative session were guests

Gary Mukai of the Buddhist

Church of Fowler and Celeste
Sterrett of the Spokane Bud-
dhist Church. Mukai and
Sterrett were both represent-
ing the Buddhist Churches of
America.

The Giseikai theme for
the past five years has been
“Embrace Change,” while
adding a different secondary
theme each year. The 2019
theme was “Embrace Change
-- Transformation (Walk in
Peace).”  Ninety-three rep-
resentatives from 34 temples
throughout the Hawaiian
islands attended the meeting.

Temple representation at
the meeting was proportional
to each temple’s membership,

so the size of the delegations
ranged from 17 delegates from
the Hawaii Betsuin in Oahu
to one delegate for each of
several smaller temples.

On Feb. 7, the day before
the Giseikai, the Kyodan
board meeting was held to
discuss the proposed annual
budget and resolutions. There
were five districts represented
at the board meeting.

The State Ministers Asso-
ciation meeting was also held
Feb. 7.

A workshop on “Creating
a Welcoming Experience for
Engaging With the Dharma”

Continued on Page 6

Kinnara Celebrates 50th Anniversary
as Senshin Temple’s Taiko Group

By Todd Tsuchiya | Twin Cities Buddhist Association Sangha

How do you celebrate 50 years of Buddhist music innovation? With good

food, friendship -- and taiko.

Kinnara celebrated its 50th anniversary Feb. 16 as an organization begun by
Rev. Masao Kodani and members of Senshin Buddhist Temple in Los Angeles.
It developed out of the desire to start a Buddhist study group to learn about
chanting. The members chose the name “Kinnara,” which is taken from celestial

musicians of voice in Buddhist mythology.

They explored innovations in activities that were not traditionally done in
temple settings but could be valuable teachings. Out of that experimentation
developed the revival of “Horaku,” or Dharma entertainment, with more musi-

cal offerings of gagaku, bugaku and taiko.

Continued on Page 6

Kinnara celebrated its 50th anniversary Feb. 16 as a taiko organization begun by Rev. Masao Kodani
and members of the Senshin Buddhist Temple in Los Angeles. For the anniversary, 72 members from
eight Southern California temple taiko groups converged on Senshin.
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Arigato Obaachan (Thank You Grandmother)

Campaign Donors and Honorees

The Buddhist Churches of America Federation of Bud-
dhist Women’s Associations (FBWA) has been receiving
special donations in support of the 16th World Buddhist
Women’s Convention, to be held from August 30 to Sept.
1, 2019, in San Francisco.

The names below represent women being recognized
and honored for their sacrifice, hard work, dedication,
generosity, pursuit of the Buddha-Dharma, and help in
the propagation of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism. In recogniz-
ing your Obaachan, mother, aunt, sister, or group of
women, you are also honoring them for the very special
role they have played in your life.

Your name, together with the names of those you wish

to honor, will be written on colored “Bodhi Leaves” cor-
responding to your donation level (please see donation
form). The Bodhi leaves will be put on display throughout
the weekend at the World Buddhist Women’s Conven-
tion this summer.

To donate and honor the special women in your life,
please go to the wbwc.org website and click on the “Do-
nation” button to download the form.

For information or question, please contact Terrie
Masuda at terriemasuda@ wbwconvention.org.

Donors are listed first, followed by the honoree’s
name(s) in bold print. Thank you to all of the donors,
and Arigatou Obaachan and all honorees!

Lorraine Suzuki -~ Kiku Suzuki, Nar-
gis Sadruddin - Jenu Merchant, Alan
Yu - Lillian Morimoto, Harumi
Kishida ~ Satoyo Nakao, Ron Mori-
naka - Arigato Obaachan, Joann
Iwamoto & Janet Lew - Suyeno
Fujimoto, Kimiyo Mayeda, Betty
Takano ~ Mrs. Komino Yada, June
Shiigi - Sonoe Muraoka, Honpa
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii ~

BCA Federation of BWA, James E.
Pollard & Janis R. Hirohama ~ Sachi
Ochiai, Yasu Hirohama, Cathy &
Eric Quock -~ Miyoko Itaya, Shizuko
Uyeda, Melinda McGee & John Mel-
nychuk ~ Evelyn Downs Green, Tri-
State Denver Buddhist Temple BWA
~ Past Members of the Tri-State
Denver Buddhist Temple BWA,
Gary Kozlow ~ Elenor Detlefsen,
Lois Toyama ~ Sadako Shimabu-
kuro, Kim Kristoff - Elsie Kagehiro,
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Nakatani ~ Yoshiko
Kawato, Haruko Nakatani, John

C. Minamoto - Harue Minamoto,
Linda Minamoto, Tokio Minamoto,
Tomiko Minamoto, Ruth Seo & Lo-

raine Jacobs ~ Fujie Yamasaki, Kome
Tawatari, Kame Yamasaki, Carole
Otani -~ Kikue Morita, Barbara Bren-
nan & Suzanne Nakashima ~ Susie
Sato, Janet Michiko Ikeda, Ruby
Kuritsubo ~ Muraya Ando, Marietta
Tokunaga, Tama Kuritsubo, Shido
Family - Ruri Shido, Tomi Isono -
Mrs. Shiki Ito, Mrs. Akiyo Isono,
Southern Alameda County Buddhist
Church BWA -~ SACBC BWA Mem-
bers & Obaachans, Amy Tomine

- Yoshino Otsu, Tomoe Tomine,
Eric & Elizabeth Fujii - Sallie Fujii,
Etsuko Osaki - Yasashi Ichikawa,
Hatsune Osaki, Akemi Ito - To

All Our Pioneer BWA (Fujinkai)
Members, Tetsuo A. Itow - Misao
“Mollie” Itow, Takako Bratton ~ Si-
zuyo Higashioka, Yoshie Yamahata,
Fusa Higashioka, Yaye Higashioka,
Cheryl Inouye ~ Shizuko Oto, Flor-
ence Itaya, Brianne Inouye - Mollie
Oto, Sandra L. Watanabe - Kazuko
Yei Watanabe, Richard & Connie
Yee and Family - Isao Ito, A. Kiyoko
Hayama, Rose Harumi Ito, Tom

Yamashita ~ Terry Yamashita, Ha-
jime & Janice Ohno ~ Ryoko Ohno,
Anne Whiting, Project Kokoro - In
Memory of Our PK Obachan’s Past
and Present, E. Shimasaki Family

~ Miyo Ohara, Russell, Phyllis &
Nicole Chan -~ Kimiye Kitasoe, Eiko
Aoki & Eleanor Osumi ~ Grandma
Aoki, Grandma Osumi, Ina K. Cho
& Teruko Kimura ~ Kii Kimura
(mother), Marie (Kimura) Takeshi-
ta (sister), Don & Clare Kaneshige

~ Sakae Kaneshige, Kiyoko Ide-
hara, Kiku Graeber - Ruby Hara,
Kiku Graeber - Fumi Ohara, Kumi
Okamoto ~ Mrs. Hatsuko Okamoto,
Mrs. Jane Tochiura, June Masuyama
~ Sachi Masuyama, June Masuyama
~ Shigeko Yamaoka, Katsuko Hirota
~ Mrs. Seto Uchida (wife of Rev.
Koyu Uchida, my grandmother),
Tet & Lani Uemura and Family ~ It-
suko Uemura, Noriko Sakaki, Tom
& Lorraine Sakata ~ Mitsu Florence
Kato, Kiyoko Uchida ~ Mr. & Mrs.
Uchida, Mr. & Mrs. Yoshimura,
Zenichiro Uchida

OCBC ‘Joy of Living’ Workshop Features Chef’s Cuisine

By Karen Kino
Orange County Buddhist Church

The Orange County Buddhist Church’s Adult Bud-
dhist Association sponsored its first “Joy of Living”
seminar March 24, focusing on lifestyle habits that bring
people joy and keep them healthy and balanced on the
Buddhist path.

This vision was inspired by ABA adviser Rev. Dr.
Mutsumi Wondra. The event was organized by ABA co-
chairs George Miyake, Karen Kino and Joan Tani, with
help from Jane Sasaki, Janet Uyeno, Gordon Tani, Julie
and Clark Saito, Chieko Miyake, BettyAnn Nagami and
Art Mio.

ABA President Margie Mio acted as the master of
ceremonies.

The workshop included a light lunch prepared by
ABA members and a cooking demonstration by Bonnie
Goodman, an OCBC member and successful personal
chef serving Orange County since 2010.

Chef Goodman has been creating allergy friendly and
healthy homestyle meals for busy families, seniors, celeb-
rities and professional athletes.

Goodman was, at one time, a golf professional, but
her interest in cooking became her passion. She went on
to complete advanced certification courses at T. Collin
Campbell Foundation’s Plant Based Nutrition Program
through eCornell, ROUXBE Plant Based Professional
Program and Laguna Culinary Arts in Laguna Beach. She
is also certified by the National Registry of Food Safety
Professionals.

A group of 64 workshop attendees were treated to

The Orange County Buddhist Church’s Adult Buddhist Association
held a ‘Joy of Living “seminar March 24, focusing on positive, healthy
lifestyle habits. Shown, from left, are Joan Tani, Karen Kino, George
Miyake, Chef Bonnie Goodman, Margie Mio, and Rev. Dr. Mutsumi
Wondra.

various samples of Goodman’s creations: avocado chi-
michurri bruschetta, medjool date rolos, vegan Caesar
salad, maple roasted trail nut mix, and chia pudding with
blueberry comporte.

Chef Goodman relies on fresh organic ingredients,
smart substitutions and proper cooking techniques to
create healthier versions of traditional dishes and favorite
comfort foods.

The afternoon ended with handouts of Goodman’s
sample recipes and with Goodman sharing her expertise
on preparing healthy alternatives and delicious food.

For more information about Bonnie Goodman, go to
her website at: www.chefbonnie.com.

Renewing Friendships in Phoenix

From left to right, Kate Higashi, Lauren Ikemoto and Chelsea McKeever, all of
the San Fernando Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, Katie Shue of the Pasadena Buddhist
Temple and Emiko Matsumoto of the Arizona Buddhist Temple enjoy their ice cream
treats and rekindle friendships at the Southern District Jr. YBL Southern District Semi-
nar 1. The seminar was hosted by the Arizona Jr. YBA during Jan. 19-20 in Phoenix.

Walking
With Tears

Editor’s Note: Mr. Richard L Wooster
11 is a longtime member of the Buddhist
Church of San Francisco and has submitted
this article to the Wheel of Dharma as his
appreciation of the Nembutsu teaching. Since
this is his sincere feeling out of deep grati-
tude, the editor decided to share his message
with you without any editing.

By Richard L Wooster Il
Buddhist Church of San Francisco

Why is it
called “Walking
with Tears”?

It is the joy
that one feels and
expresses  when
a person has
reached a state of
the settled mind
in Jodo Shin-
shu via the Vow
power of Amida
Tathagata, which
is the cause for liberation from the ocean of
life and death.

The tears are a sign of immeasurable joy
expressed upon recitation of the name when
one has self-realization as to one’s own suffer-
ing and has come to terms with it as part of
living life in the Nenbutsu.

The struggle to rid oneself of the three evil
passions -- and knowing and understanding
that the accomplishment of just one of the
three evil passions -- is salvation and libera-
tion from suffering.

Most people associate tears with mental
and physical pain, the pain of suffering or the
loss of someone close in their lives. Yet there
is another type of tears -- the “joyful tears”
when one feels elated and filled with great
emotion. Some have called it tears of grati-
tude, salvation and recompense. I have never
come to see another who expresses their deep-
est gratitude via tears of immeasurable joy.

No one has talked to me about this, and as
I believe, no one has come to this realization
yet in their own lives. I know and understand
that I am still in the state of delusion and in
the ocean of life and death with understand-
ing that there is a true liberation from this
cause and effect of my past karmic condition.

I have found the one path of the 84,000
paths to the liberated salvation via the 18th
Vow that saves all sentient beings through the
recitation of the name Namu Amida Butsu.

I have stopped mourning the loss and cry-
ing for them, as my path is too narrow and
my goal now is liberation from rebirth in the
saha world.

Death has been my constant co-pilot
throughout my life, which gives me the
strength to meet my challenges head on and
live. I do not lament the fact that lying on
death’s bed and having nothing to hold to
one such as faith, as fear was my loss.

Many times, I have been pulled from the
abyss through self-realization, but still with
no grasping to a real faith that saves.

Until I experienced death three more
times in my life but with a twist, the first time
I questioned, “Why me?” and the second time
I concluded that there is salvation and the
third time I relied on reciting the name -- and
felt great joy -- of being overwhelmingly em-
braced by Amida Tathagata.

This path is my path of immeasurable joy
that I am saved and will be reborn in the ut-
most land of bliss. That is why I am “Walking
with Tears.” May we all become emancipated
from the ocean of life and death through the
recitation of the Namu Amida Butsu and
walking with tears of immeasurable joy of our
impending rebirth in the utmost land of pure

Joy-
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Editor’s Note: This is the second
installment of a series of articles that
Bishop Kodo Umezu would like to share
with the readers of the Wheel of Dharma.
It was written by Rev. Shitoku A. Peel of
Belgium some years ago and published as
a small booklet. Rev. Peel has influenced
many people in Europe. Please enjoy his
appreciation of Jodo Shinshu teaching.

By Rev. Shitoku A. Peel

Buddhism is primarily a soteriology.
It doesn’t concern itself with intellec-
tual, psychological or parapsychologigal
prestations.

It is also not a drug against stress
or psychosis, nor an aspirin or a tran-
quillizer. Buddhism is not for personal
comfort or a sense of well-being. The
only objective is the realization of a
direct and vivid experience of libera-
tion from suffering. All other physical
or mental phenomena are beside the
point. In important matters such as
spiritual liberation one should not
become attached to things of minor
importance!

The teaching of the Buddha shows
us how truth and perfection can only
come to be experienced through a spiri-
tual (r-)evolution within the human
heart. It is not sufficient to “believe”
in something or to adhere to some
doctrine or other.

Shakyamuni clearly showed that
the whole universe, with all its possible

A Short Presentation of Shin Buddhism

N e e 2

Rev. Shitoku A. Peel of Belgium founded the Jikoji Buddhist Temple, where this photo was taken.
Shown, from left, are: BCA Rev. Dr. Carmela Javellana Hirano, Rev. Myoro Maria Angela Andrade of
Brazil, Anita Kazarian of the BCA, Thais Campos of Brazil and Janet Umezu of the BCA.

worlds — all its dimensions and beings
of whatever kind from one great unity
of which we can only say that it is in
constant flux. All separate things arise
and perish, come and go, and are in
a ceaseless state of becoming. In ac-

cordance with natural law, everything
is moved by the causes and conditions
inherent to existence itself. As limited
beings, we cannot even begin to suspect
the beginning or ending of this ever
changing universe.

Shakyamuni teaches that a human
being is not the sum of a physical body
and an immaterial, immortal substance
(soul, self, metaphysical ego). Human
beings, like every other thing or being,
are made up of ever-changing structures
and life process, each and every one of
these being unstable and conditioned.
This agglomerate will keep on being
“burning” as long as “fuel” is added.

The Buddha teaches us that what we
call “death” is the release of vital ener-
gies are released through the dissolution
of corporeality, will and consciousness.
These released energies produce condi-
tions for a new biological birth. From
death comes life. This is the cycle of
existence, the wheel of life, the world of
suffering, birth and death.

One should, however, secing things
from the Buddhist point of view,
consider it to be completely wrong
to speak about “‘metempsychosis” or
“reincarnation,”, since the existence of
a moving or reincarnating soul is, in
principle, denied.

Seen from the Buddhist point of
view, this life, suffering and death,
constitute our impermanence and de-
luded existence. The more one become
absorbed in the awareness of this condi-
tion, the stronger will be the urge to
liberate oneself from it.

-- Translated by Yuho B. Van Parijs
and Jokyo G. Getenby

1000X1000X4

Program
Donor List

Four  years
1000X1000X4 fundraising
program was established to
help replenish the $4 million
borrowed from the BCA En-
dowment Foundation to settle
the remaining bank loans
related to the construction
of the Jodo Shinshu Center
(JSC) in Berkeley.

The idea behind this pro-

ago, the

gram came from Rev. Marvin
Harada of the Orange County
Buddhist Church, with the
goal of 1,000 members and
friends of the BCA to donate
$1,000 per year for four years.
Since the program’s inception,
BCA members and friends
have pledged and contributed
more than $250,000. We are
most grateful for their gener-
ous support of this program.
When remaining JSC con-
struction debt threatened BCA
finances, the BCA turned to
the Endowment Foundation
to help settle the bank loans.
The Endowment Foundation

then had $4 million less to
invest in its portfolio for BCA
in its mission to share the
Buddha dharma, and BCA
was obligated to replenish this
debt to the foundation.

“The Jodo Shinshu Center
in Berkeley is a wonderful
facility that has reaped many
benefits for our entire BCA,”
Rev. Harada said. “While it
was expensive to build, no one
questions its value or impor-
tance now. This is a challenge
to ourselves — to ensure that
the BCA Endowment Founda-
tion will have adequate funds
to keep advancing our Dharma

mission.”

Each dollar that we are
able to return to the BCA
Endowment Foundation is
a dollar that can be invested
in BCA’s future and create
greater opportunities for the
BCA to expand the reach of
Shinran Shonin’s teachings.

Please help us by support-
ing the 1000x1000x4 pro-
gram. Your pledge allows our
temples and the Endowment
Foundation to move forward
to help create a thriving
environment for Buddhism
in America. To make your
pledge, please contact the

BCA Endowment Foundation
at donate@bcahq.org or 415-
776-5600 ext. 311.

Thank you for your gener-
ous offering. Your vision and
support guides the future of
the Jodo Shinshu Center.

1000x1000x4 Donors
Rev. & Mrs. Katsuya Ku-
sunoki

Idaho-Oregon  Buddhist
Temple
Jan, Nancy & Michael

Iseri - in memory of George
Iseri (past BCA President) and
Dixie Iseri

Rev. & Mrs. John Doami

Editor’s Note: This is the
third and last installment in
a series of articles appearing
in the Hongwanji’s monthly
magazine  called — “Daijo,”
which have been translated by
Ken Yokogawa and are being
made available to the BCA
Sangha.  We hope you will
enjoy learning about temple
life in Japan from the perspec-
tive of a “bomori” temple wife.
This series was written by Mrs.
Sumiyo Maeda, a graduate of
the prestigious University of
Tokyo who earned an MBA
from a  French university
and who worked in a major
Japanese financial institution
before deciding to marry the
resident priest of a Jodo Shin

temple in Hiroshima.

By Sumiyo Maeda

After my engagement to
my future husband (who is
the resident minister of a Jodo
Shinsha Buddhist temple)
was settled, I began attending
a “bozu school” (school to

Becoming 2]

train Jodo Shinshu ministers)
as a sort of preparation for
married life. I was then over
30 years of age.

I found student life to be
extremely interesting. For
me, that school was like the
Hogwarts School of Witch-
craft and Wizardry was for
Harry Potter. A school truly
out of the ordinary.

Most of the students were
in their late teens or early
20s, but among those who sat
behind the school desks were
a few in their 30s as I was,
and even those in their 60s
and 70s.

And not all students were
Japanese. There was a student
from Nepal and even one
from Romania.

Some students had just
graduated from high school
or college, while others had
quit their jobs to attend. Most
were born and raised in Jodo
Shinshi  Buddhist temple
families. Others were temple
members who had retired and
wanted learn more about this
wonderful teaching. And still

Minister’s Wife, Part I11

others, like myself, wished
to learn more about Jodo
Shinshi because they were
marrying resident ministers
of Jodo Shinsh@ temples.

The primary reason for
attending this “bozu school”
was to learn and experience
as much as we could about
the wonderful Jodo Shinsha
teaching.

It can’t be denied, however,
that another great motivating
factor for attending was that
sons who would succeed their
fathers as resident minister
of their family temple were
also seeking suitable bomori
wives, as well as women who
wished to become their wives.

But there were also some
who declared, “I don’t want
to succeed father as the resi-
dent minister of my family
temple!” For the parents of
such sons, this school might
have been the last chance to
change their sons’ minds.

I was born and raised
in a family of an ordinary
white-collar worker and I felt
everyone should be allowed

to work at a job he or she
wanted to. It was difficult
for me, even as a Japanese, to
understand the mentality that
holds that the eldest son of a
resident minister of a temple
had to succeed his father. I
therefore imagine it would be
even more difficult for a non-
Japanese to understand.

However, the tradition
in Japanese Jodo Shinsha
temples is for the eldest son
to succeed his father. Period.

The parents of sons who
did not wish to succeed their
father could only plead, “You
don’t necessarily have to suc-
ceed your father; we only wish
you become able to appreciate
the Buddhist teaching
Would you attend this school
for a month, or just week ...
>»

Strangely, however, the
son often did not return home
after a week or a month.
And before he was aware, a
year had passed and he had
graduated. He then sheep-
ishly approached his father,
saying, “Hey, Dad, I guess I’ll

become a Buddhist minister
after all ....” That’s the way it
often happened.

This is not coercing their
sons to succeed them as resi-
dent ministers, nor even gen-
tly encouraging them to do
so. But it is a fact that after a
year most have the makings of
a splendid resident minister.
That’s what a truly “marvel-
ously, mysterious” (fukashigi)
school Chiuo Bukkyo Gakuin
is.

I often bring to mind the
plaque that is hung in front
of the school auditorium. It
is brushed with the words
“Gakubutsu daihishin.”
Those words mean, “Learn
the Buddha’s Mind of Great
Compassion.” They point to
the great and compassionate
mind and heart that embraces
the rebelliousness, anger,
doubt, and sorrow that we
all harbor, and vows to cause
birth in the Pure Land of
Ultimate Joy all those with
such feelings. I believe that’s

what causes us to determine
to walk the Buddhist path.
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New Tacoma

MAs Certified

Two members of the Tacoma Buddhist Temple were certified as
Ministers Assistants Feb. 17 in Seattle. Shown, from left, are:
Lynrae Hubbell (Shakuni Kochi), BCA Bishop Kodo Umezu and
Erik Hammerstrom (Shaku Kosho). (Courtesy of Julie Shimizu)

Donations Sought for
Shin Buddhist Grant

The Shin Buddhist Grant,
administered for many years
by the Northwest District
Council, is seeking donations
from the BCA to continue sup-
porting aspiring ministers and
Ministers Assistants.

The reason for the appeal in
donations is because the grant
has been nearly depleted — a di-
rect result in the recent increase
of qualified applicants.

In 2019, there were seven
applicants, and in 2018, there
were five applicants. This rep-
resents a significant increase. In
the past, there were only one or
two applicants — and sometimes
no applicants.

The grant’s intent is to help
aspiring ministers secking Kai-
kyoshi to serve BCA temples.
A second purpose is to sup-
port Minister Assistants in the
Northwest District who seek
to further their education and
continue their service to their
temple. This includes those
seeking Tokudo and Kaikyoshi.

The grant has historically
been funded by the North-
west District Council and the
Northwest BWA. Additional

donations have come from two

Northwest District temples.

BCA Bishop Rev. Kodo
Umezu, Rev. Marvin Harada
and Rev. Jerry Hirano have all
expressed their support for the
call for donations.

Previous grant recipients in-
clude: Rev. Harry Bridge; Rev.
Anne Spencer; Jennifer Akiko
Rogers; Rev. Bryan Siebuhr;
Rev. Paul Vielle; Tadao Koya-
ma; Rev. William Briones; Rev.
Christine Marr; C] Dunford;
Rev. Curt Rye; Rev. Dr. Mut-
sumi Wondra; Laverne Imori;
Rev. Jim Warrick; Rev. Can-
dice Shibata; Cynthia Yasaki;
Rev. Henry Adams; Rev. Mat-
thew Hamasaki; David Black;
Rev. Kathy Chatterton; Rev.
Takashi Miyaji; John Mullins;
and Melissa Opel.

For questions about the
Shin Buddhist Grant, please
contact Mike Iseri, Chairman,
Shin Buddhist Grant Commit-
tee, mikeiseri@fmtc.com, (541)
889-8691.

If you would like to contrib-
ute, donations may be sent to
Scott Winner, NWDC Trea-
surer, c/o Oregon Buddhist
Temple, 3720 SE 34th Ave.,
Portland, Oregon, 97202.

Rev. Fujii

Continued from Page 2

things first.” This means that the most
important thing is to attain Satori or
Enlightenment in life.

How about Jodo Shinshu? People
don’t listen to Dharma seriously. Do
you have any suggestion when I share
Dharma, Master Shinran? Shinran
Shonin  recommended  emphasizing
two things: One is the vows of Amida
Buddha, and the other is our “Residual

Karma (Shuku-Go).” In the history of
Buddhism, Residual Karma was not
clearly stressed enough until the vows
brought it to our attention.

In traditional Buddhism, it’s been
explained that the nature of human be-
ings is pure from the beginning and that
our blind passions (bon-noh) are guests
that come from outside.

That’s why many practices are re-
quired to get rid of the guests in order to
see things as they are. On the contrary,
Amida teaches us that our nature is not
pure from the beginning. Rather, our

nature has been made of our past lives
and events. In other words, I am the
accumulation of past experiences that
are beyond my ability and power to
overcome. Thus, any practice I do can-
not liberate me at all. The only way to
be freed from my Shuku-Go relies on the
unconditional working.

Traditionally, many great priests
in Jodo Shinshu have pointed out that
someone who woke up their Shuku-Go
and cried for it is the right person to
open up Amida’s world because Ultimate
Dharma (Amida) is made to be so.

Rev. Furumoto

Continued from Page 2

“How come we were sent to such a
strange area with a lot of sand?”

The internees must have been so wor-
ried and confused with thoughts like,
“What would life be like for my family
and me in camp?” and “Why am I, an
American, treated like an enemy?”

But they could not change the en-
vironment of Manzanar nor could they
change their ancestry. What they could
do was to accept their situation and move
forward. By thinking that Manzanar was
a beautiful place, they made an effort to

make the best of life in the camp.

When I saw the kanji Manzanar, I
recalled the lyrics of “Seiya,” which was
written by Lady Takeko Kujo (1887-
1928), co-founder of Fujinkai or Bud-
dhist Women’s Association.

Lady Kujo wrote: “More than the
grains of sands on the banks of the river
Ganges are the number of Buddhas who
say they will protect me day and night.
Hearing this, my heart is made quies-
cent.”

If the internees thought each grain
of sands of Manzanar were the Buddhas
who protected them, they could see the
sands differently. If the camp is filled
with Buddhas, it can be a beautiful place.

Shinran Shonin wrote a Wasan (Japa-
nese hymn):

When we say “Namu-amida-butsu,”
The countless Buddhas throughout the ten
quarters, surrounding us a hundredfold, a
thousandfold, rejoice in and protect us.

-- “Collected Works of Shinran,”
Page 355

The Nembutsu followers in Manzanar
recited the Nembutsu and remembered
this Wasan, imagining the grains of
sands are the Buddhas who guide them
and protect them. I do not know who
put kanji to Manzanar, but I think the
kanjis are very meaningful from a Bud-
dhistic view.

Namoamidabutsu

Hawaii

Continued from Page 3

was held the evening of Feb. 7 for the
Giseikai delegates. The workshop, led
by Kyodan President Pieper Toyama,
focused on how to create a comfortable,
welcoming experience for visitors and
encouraging them to return to temples.

Toyama, who is serving his sixth and
last year of his third term as president,
called the Giseikai legislative session to
order on Feb. 8.

At the meeting, Bishop Eric Matsu-
moto was approved for a third four-year
term as bishop.

Bishop ~ Matsumoto  announced
the assignment of Rev. Blaine Higa, a
recent IBS graduate and Hawaiian na-
tive, to the Kona Hongwanji Temple.
A by-laws amendment was approved
to allow the addition of the President
of Ministers Association, the President
of the FBWA, and the President of the
State Junior YBA to the Kyodan Board
of Directors.

The highlight of the Giseikai week-
end was the 44th Annual “Living Trea-
sures of Hawaii” Recognition Luncheon
to end the session. The sold-out event,
attended by more than 400 people, was
held at the Hilton Hawaiian Village

Coral Ballroom to honor Hawaiians for

extraordinary accomplishments in the
preservation of Hawaiian culture, the
arts, the sciences and sports.

The four “living treasures” honored
this year were: Jimmy Yagi, legendary
basketball coach at University of Hawaii
at Hilo; John Hara, premier architect;
Gertrude Tsutsumi, master teacher of
Japanese dance; and Earl Kawa’a, pre-
server of Hawaiian culture.

The luncheon was attended by the
Hawaii Gov. David Ige, Honolulu May-
or Kirk Caldwell, the Counsel General
of Japan, and other dignitaries.

On Feb. 7, the Hawaii Legislature
recognized the Hawaii Kyodan for its
efforts to honor the “living treasures.”

Kinnara

Continued from Page 3

“There was no clear goal because
we tried things and if it didn’t work
we did something else,” said Rev.
Kodani, the retired head minister
of Senshin, of those early days of
Kinnara. “We were just testing
things in Jodo Shinshu that could
be effective.”

Kinnara is credited with starting
the Japanese American Buddhist
Taiko movement in 1969 with its
own original style.

Rev. Kodani reminded attend-
ees that Buddhist taiko allows us
to understand the complexity of
the ego and is just one of many
important Jodo Shinshu teachings
realized from this activity. Kinnara
was innovative in group philosophy
and drum making that influenced
American taiko while improving
accessibility of the art form.

For the anniversary, 72 mem-
bers from eight Southern California
temple taiko groups converged on
Senshin for a daylong workshop.
Attendees were treated to presenta-
tions led by original members of
Kinnara, which included learning
their original piece, “Samsara,” led
by Johnny Mori; “Shishimai,” or
lion dance and the use of “Kyogen,”
or comic relief in performance led
by George Abe; and the use and
meaning of “Kakegoe,” or the
shouts and calls during perfor-
mances led by Rev. Kodani.

During the lunch break, Rev.
Kodani and Abe discussed the his-
tory and purpose of Obon rtaiko
while everyone danced “Obon Uta.”

The theme of the celebration
was “Finally making what we in-
herited ours.”

“If Kinnara has influenced
enough people to ask “What does
it mean?” and not ‘Is this true or
not?’ then we are successful,” Rev.
Kodani said.

The workshop program included
gratitude to Siddhartha Gautama,
Shinran Shonin, Senshin-ji and the
many volunteers who made the day
possible.

Evolution?

www.bcabookstore.mybigcommerce.com

Phone: (510) 809-1435
Email: mkubo@bcahq.org
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