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Commemoration on the Accession

of the Jodo Shinshu Tradition
*Dento Hokoku Hoyo

From October 2016 through
May 2017, tens of thousands of
Jodo Shinshu followers have been
traveling to the Jodo Shinshu Hon-
gwanji-ha’s head temple, Ryukoku-

v
(
The Commemoration on
the Accession of
the Jodo Shinshu Tradition

et

!}; L zan Hongwanji, in Kyoto, Japan.

l lj. !‘h““ Ten commemoration sessions of
eight days each, with one service per
day, have been scheduled so that fol-

lowers from all over the world could

Jodo Shinshy Hongwaniiha  Ryutckuzin Hongwarji

join in the celebration of this historic
transition of Nembutsu leadership. Several hundred Buddhist
Churches of America (BCA) members and friends have been
participating. Rev. Mutsumi Wondra and BCA president, Ken
Tanimoto write about their trips in this issue.

Shown above is the cover of the official Commemoration
booklet. Copies were distributed at the recent BCA National
Council Meeting Special Chanting session presented by the
Center for Buddhist Education. View the session online at
YouTube.com and search for 2017 BCA NCM Special Chanting
Session - Shoshinge Nembutsuge.

What is the Commemoration of Accession?
Below is the explanation in the official Accession Com-
memoration program booklet on page 4:

On June 6, 2014, the Jodo Shinshu Tradition was trans-
mitted to the 25th Head Priest, Sennyo Monshu. The Com-
memoration on the Accession of the Jodo Shinshu Tradition
or Dento* Hokoku Hoyo, is conducted standing before Amida
Tathagata and Shinran Shonin to formally announce that the
newly-inducted Head Priest will take on the responsibilities
as Monshu. He will follow in the footsteps of his predecessors
to spread the Dharma on to new generations and embrace the
opportunity to share the Nembutsu teaching with all people.
It is also a festive occasion welcoming everyone to celebrate the
inauguration of the new Monshu.

*Denté 14T literally means ‘transmit light’ in which
the Buddha Dharma is compared to ‘light’ or ‘a lamp’ that
is to be relayed from person to person and generation to
generation.

Slogan:
Light of the Dharma handed down to us
Let us share this joy with others
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DHARMA TRAINING
FOR SCHOOL TEACHERS

July 20-23, 2017
Jodo Shinshu Center, Berkeley, CA

=

Topics:
- Lessons from Buddha

| - Nurturing Compassion
in Students

- The Mindful Classroom ‘ﬁ\

For details and registration, visit:
www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org
Email: cbe@bcahq.org Phone: (510) 809-1460

Presented by the Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS) and
Buddhist Churches of America (BCA)
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Read more about this new outreach project for credentialed
teachers on page 4.

Visiting Master Shinran’s Historical Sites in Japan:
Connected Beyond Time and Space

By Rev. Mutsumi Wondra,
Orange County Buddhist Church
Twenty-three members of the
Orange County, Vista, San Diego,
and Gardena Buddhist churches and
temples participated in the Commem-
oration on the Accession of the Jodo
Shinshu Tradition Service for Sennyo
Go-monshu-sama on March 31, 2017
at the Nishi Hongwanji in Kyoto. It
was one of our most memorable days
because we were able to directly meet
and greet Sennyo Go-monshu-sama.

We were on a ten-day tour in Japan
visiting Shinran’s historical sites. First,
we visited the Ho-kai Temple at Nino-
no-sato where Shinran was born and
Shorenin where he was ordained by
Master Jien, a Tendai monk. We saw
the statue of Shinran with his own hair
attached at Shorenin. Then the bus
took us to Mt. Hiei. We visited the
Jogy6-zanmai-do (the hall of constant
nembutsu practice) in the Sai-td area,
where Shinran spent twenty years as a
monastic.

Spring in Kyoto was one week late
this year, so we could not see the sakura
cherry blossoms there. Our trip con-
tinued to the northern part of Japan,
where Shinran and Eshinni lived for
seven years after leaving Kyoto because
of the Nembutsu persecution in 1207.

The Shinran pilgrimage included a service at Kenshin-do Temple.

In Niigata, we visited the Kenshin-do
Temple located on Kotaga Beach and
Kokufu Betsuin Temple. The Eshinni
Museum was another memorable place
we visited, and it hailed! The Japan
Alps were covered with snow, and there
was a lot of snow still on the road at the
beginning of April. We wondered how
Shinran, Eshinni, and their children
lived in such a severe place and shared
the Nembutsu teaching with ordinary
people such as farmers, fishermen, and
villagers.

We moved on to Nagano and
visited the Kenshin-do Temple (shown

in photo above) located at Kotaga
Beach.. It was quite an experience to
go through a pitch-dark tunnel un-
derneath the altar. Toward the end of
tunnel, we finally saw ourselves in a
mirror. Was it a trip to the Pure Land?

Our final destination was Tokyo,
where we finally saw beautiful sakura
at Uyeno Park. The pink pedals were
blowing around in the spring wind,
enjoying their short life.

The ten-day trip turned out excel-
lent, and everyone thoroughly enjoyed
it. We felt closely connected to Shinran
and Eshinni beyond time and space.

Investiture of Dr. Judy K. Sakaki,

President of Sonoma State University

T stretch, to question, to engage, to
contribute, to trust, and to re-imagine
a student-centered university.

On April 20,
the thousands of smiles at

among

ate of both the California State
University and the University

the investiture of Judy K.
Sakaki, Ph.D. as the seventh
president of Sonoma State
University, BCA members,
especially those from the
Buddhist Church of Oak-
land, were a lively presence.
Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA
Bishop, Rev. Dr. Seigen
Yamaoka, past BCA bishop,
and Dr. Leroy M. Morishita,
president of California State
University, East Bay, and
member of the Institute of
Buddhist Studies Board of
Trustees, were among them.
For in addition to her amaz-
ing personal achievements,
Dr. Judy Sakaki happened to
be a longtime member of the
Oakland Buddhist Church.
Dr. Sakaki is the first
Japanese American woman
president in the nation to lead
a four-year college or univer-
sity. She is a first-generation
college student, a product of
public education and a gradu-

of California. She has devoted
her entire career to issues of
access, affordability, inclusive
excellence, educational op-
portunities, and achievement
for all students. Sakaki earned
a Ph.D. in Education from
UC Berkeley, and an M.A.
in Educational Psychology
and B.A. in Human Develop-
ment from California State
University, East Bay.

Sonoma State University,
located in Rohnert Park, Cal-
ifornia has an enrollment of
over 9,000, and is one of the
23 campuses of the California
State  University
Previously ~ Sakaki  served
as Vice President, Student
Affairs in the University
of California Office of the
She
a task force on Recognizing
Students  Interned — During
WWII that resulted in honor-
ary degrees being awarded to
approximately 700 Japanese

system.

President. co-chaired

Dr. Sakaki (center) surrounded by BCA friends including Rev.
Umezu, BCA bishop, (back row), Mrs. Janet Umezu (front, left)
and Buddhist Church of Oakland members.

American students who were
enrolled in the University of
California in 1941-42.

Speaking to the theme of
Investiture Day: “Dance with
Change,” Sakaki noted, “It’s
been quite a dance and a time
of change for the campus and
for me... I am thankful for
all that everyone has done
to embrace the dance and to
work together -- to stretch,
to question, to engage, to
contribute, to trust, and to
re-imagine a student-centered
university.”

A specially curated exhibit
on the new CSU president’s
life, titled: 7 Am Because...
Dr. Judy K. Sakaki’s Journey to

Ed Aiona Photography

the SSU Presidency, “explores
the challenges, victories,
and motivations that Dr.
Sakaki faced on her path to
the Presidency. From her
struggles  as
first generation immigrants

grandparents’

to the inspirational support
of her mentors, Dr. Sakaki’s
personal and  professional
journey would not be possible
without the people and the
events that have shaped who
she is today.”

Exhibit open through July
31, 2017 at Somoma State
University Library, Jean and
Charles  Schulz  Information
Center, 1801 East Cotati
Avenue, Robnert Park, CA.



PAGE 2

By Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop

In May, we celebrate the birth
of Shinran Shonin, whom we
all revere as the founder of Jodo
Shinshu. But he never thought of
himself as the founder. Actually,
he regarded his teacher, Honen
Shonin, as the founding father of
Jodo Shinshu Buddhism.

Shinran Shonin was

very
fortunate that he was able to hear
the true essence of the Pure Land
teaching from Honen Shonin.
Without that historical encounter,
this world would be very different
today.

I would like to share with you
what Shinran Shonin learned from
Honen Shonin. When you read it,
you will feel the same excitement
and joy as Shinran Shonin did
when he first heard this powerful
message.

I will quote one section from
Honen Shonin’s writing called
Senchaku Hongan Nembutsu Shu
(A Collection of Passages on the
Nembutsu Chosen in the Original
Vow*):

It is, therefore, clear that since
the Nembutsu is easy, it is open to
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Thank You, Honen Shonin

everyone, while the various other
practices are not open to all types of
people, because they are difficult.
Was it not in order to bring all
sentient beings without exception
to Rebirth that Dharmakara in his
Original Vow cast aside the dif-
ficult practices and chose the easy
one?

If the Vow had
required us to make images of
the Buddha and to build stupas,
the poor and the destitute would

Original

certainly have to give up hope of
Rebirth, but the fact is that the rich
and the highborn are few, while the
poor and the lowborn are exceed-
ingly many.

If the Original Vow required us
to have wisdom and intelligence,
the foolish and the unwise would
certainly have to give up hope for
Rebirth, but the fact is that the wise
are few, and the foolish are very
numerous.

Again, if the Original Vow
required us to hear and read many
things, those who have heard and
read little would certainly have to
give up hope of Rebirth, but the
fact is that those who have heard
much are few and those who have
heard little are very many.

Further, if the Original Vow
required us to observe the precepts
and abide by the rules for monks’
behavior, those who have broken
the precepts and those who have
never undertaken them would
certainly have to give up hope of
Rebirth, but the fact is that those
who observe the precepts are few,
while those who have broken the
precepts are exceedingly many.

As for the various other prac-
tices, they should be understood in
the same way.

We should know that if the

Original Vow required us to per-
form the manifold practices above,
then those who are able to attain
Rebirth would be few and those
unable to do so would be very
many.

For this reason, Amida Ta-
thagata, in the distant past when
he was the Bhiksu Dharmakara,
moved with an impartial compas-
sion and wishing to save all beings
universally, did not choose in his
Original Vow concerning Rebirth
the manifold practices, such as
making images of the Buddha and
building stupas. He chose the single
practice of uttering the Nembutsu
in that Original Vow.

(Honen Shonin)

I can imagine how joyful Shin-
ran Shonin must have felt when he
met Honen Shonin, a man who
personified the virtues of Amida
Buddha; the embodiment of the
realm of Suchness. Shinran Shonin
was able to encounter a living Bud-
dha and found the way to continue
to live with deep joy and humility.

Shinran Shonin said that we
were born into human life so that
we can hear the Basic, Primal,
and Original Vow coming from
the realm of Suchness, the realm
of Nirvana, or the Pure Land. By
encountering the Vow, we come to
realize our limitations and foolish-
ness. With this understanding,
Honen Shonin called himself a
foolish being without wisdom.

Amida’s Vow is to save all
beings without exception from suf-
fering. The only condition for us
is to recognize Amida by saying its
Name, Namo Amida Butsu.

In May, we celebrate Mother’s
Day. A mother becomes a mother
when her child recognizes her and

calls her “mother.” In this way,
Amida or Suchness wishes to be
recognized. Amida is mother and
father for everyone. Buddha’s Vow
was established to make us realize
our true identity by selecting the
practice of calling Amida’s name.
Our true parent has been calling us
from the realm beyond our percep-
tion.

There is no truth in human
judgment. We live within a shell
created by our own karma and
don’t see Suchness as our source
of life. There is a big gap between
what we think of ourselves and
what the Enlightened One thinks
of us. It is out of deep sorrow over
human conditions that the heart
of Suchness has been expressed as
a Vow to save all beings from the
world of suffering.

Shinran Shonin called Amida’s
name with joy and gratitude. Let
us join him and hear the heart of
Amida. Let us attend the Fuji maz-
suri, or Gotan-e service and listen to
what Shinran Shonin and Honen
Shonin taught. Happy Birthday to
Shinran Shonin and Thank You
Very Much to Honen Shonin.

*Original  or  Primal Vow
(Hongwan): The 18th of 48 Vows
made by the Bodhisattva Dharma-
kara, who became Amida Buddha,
promising to liberate all beings
from suffering: “If, when I attain
Buddhahood, the sentient beings of
the ten quarters, with sincere mind
entrusting themselves, aspiring to
be born in my land, and saying
my Name perhaps even ten times,
should not be born there, may I not
attain the supreme enlightenment.
Excluded are those who commit
the five grave offenses and those
who slander the right dharma.”

EBL Conference September 1-3, 2017
North American Buddhism: A Path Forward

£

ence

soon be here! Our confer-
theme is
American

“North
Buddhism:

We will also welcome Rev.
Kodo Umezu, Bishop of
the Buddhist Churches of

Registration

cost s
$100 per attendee if paid at:

conference may be found

http://mbtchicago.org/
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By Joy Zavala,
Midwest Buddhist Temple

The 2017 Eastern
Buddhist League (EBL)
Conference at the Midwest
Buddhist Temple (MBT)
in Chicago, Illinois will

A Path Forward.” We
have planned a series of
seminars that will generate
ideas and actions that we
can take back to our tem-
ples. EBL conferences are
a time for recreation and
renewing acquaintances,
and there will be time for
fun and fellowship.

We are honored to
have Rev. Kurt Rye from
Placer Buddhist Church

as our keynote speaker.

America.

All  conference ac-
tivities will take place at
MBT. Seminars, Obon
and Tuaiko Workshops,
Dharma School Activities,
and TED talks are on the
agenda. The conference
will end on a high note
— a barbecue on Sunday
which includes our famous
Chicken Teriyaki served at
the MBT Ginza Holiday
Festival.

by July 31, 2017, after
which an additional fee of
$25 will be charged. Chil-
dren under 16 may be
added at no cost. The fee
for Sunday Only is $40
per attendee. Optional
activities (at an additional
cost) include a casino trip
and a brewery tour.

Hotel

tions need to be made

accommoda-

individually as there is no
centrally booked hotel. All

information  for  this

ebl-2017
Please see our website
for detailed

on registration,

information
recom-
mended accommodations,
transportation, and sched-
ule. There are many inter-
esting and exciting places
to see and things to do
in Chicago (ranging from
free on up). Please share
this information with your
Sanghas. We hope to see
you in Chicago on Labor
Day Weekend!

Visit the BCA website www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org
to find a BCA temple, Educational Events, Resources and more!

12371 Braddock Drive

Tel: (310) 391-4351
www.vhbt.org

Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple

Culver City, CA 90230-5869

The temple facilities were expanded in 1969, and the Venice Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple became an independent Buddhist Churches of America temple in March

1976.

Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple

Established in 1930 as a branch of the now Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple, the Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple began as a Howakai (gathering to
hear Buddha’s Teachings), meeting in private homes. Ground breaking for a new
temple at its current location on Braddock Drive in Culver City took place in 1962.
The dedication of the new temple was held in 1963.
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Wheel
of Dharma

(USPS 017-700)
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Buddhist Churches of America

BCA National Headquarters

1710 Octavia Street
San Francisco, CA 94109
Tel: (415) 776-5600
Fax: (415) 771-6293
Info@bcahq.org
www.BuddhistChurchesOfAmerica.org
Email: WODeditor@bcahg.org

Wheel of Dharma (USPS 017-700) is
published monthly by Buddhist Churches
of America, 1710 Octavia St, San
Francisco, CA 94109-4341. Periodicals
Postage Paid at San Francisco, CA and at
additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to WHEEL
OF DHARMA, 1710 Octavia St, San
Francisco, CA 94109-4341. Subscription
free to BCA temple members; $12.00
annual subscription for nonmembers.

Submission Guidelines:

Articles should be around 500 words,
typed, double-spaced in Microsoft Word.
The editors may ask for longer articles,
or split in multiple parts at the editors’
discretion.

Documents should be sent as an email
attachment to WODeditor@bcahg.org.
Please include the article’s author or
contact, temple, and suggested title.
Images, preferably in color, must be
submitted as 300 dpi JPEG or TIFF
in separate attachments and never
embedded in a Word document. PDF is
not preferred. The editors reserve the
right to crop images and to edit articles.
Articles and news releases are reviewed
for publication on the 10th of every
month.

Change of address and subscription
cancellations:

Individuals may mail, email, fax or
phone in change of address requests
and subscription cancellations to the
BCA National Headquarters at the
address above. Please include the
following: Subscriber’s name(as written
on current subscription); address
currently being used; New address and/
or name changes; requested action (e.g.
change of address, name, subscription
cancellation, etc.); phone and/or email
of person requesting the change; date
of request. Please allow up to 8 weeks
for changes to take effect. BCA local
temples should send update requests
as usual.
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HARDCOPY PUBLICATION LICENSE:
Authors  who  submit articles for
publication in the Wheel of Dharma
(“WOD”) thereby grant WOD a royalty-
free non-exclusive paid up license,
worldwide, in perpetuity and in all media
(the “License”) to use, edit, and republish
the article(s) and to grant sublicenses
to any third party to do so on the same
terms. WOD grants third parties an
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so long as the article(s) is republished in
its entirety, without edit, providing credit
to the WOD and the Buddhist Churches
of America.

ONLINE PUBLICATION LICENSE:
Authors  who  submit articles for
publication in the Wheel of Dharma
online (“WOD”) thereby grant WOD
a royalty-free non-exclusive paid up
license, worldwide, in perpetuity and in
all media (the “License”) to use, edit,
and republish the article(s) and to grant
sublicenses to any third party to do so on
the same terms.

WOD grants third parties an identical
License to republish only the first three
paragraphs of any article, without edit,
providing credit to the WOD and the
Buddhist Churches of America, including
a hyperlink to the article in WOD.

Editor: Rev. Kodo Umezu, Bishop
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Rev. Ryuta Furumoto
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Michael Endo
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Berkeley Buddhist Temple resident minister,
Rev. Candice Shibata and BCA president Ken
Tanimoto at the Otani Hombyo Mausoleum.

By Ken Tanimoto
BCA President
Watsonville Buddhist Temple

On March 31 of this year, I was fortunate
to attend the Commemoration on the Ac-
cession of the Jodo Shinshu Tradition of our
25th Monshu (head priest), Ohtani Kojun,

Message: Witnessing Shinran Shonin’s Legacy

whose Dharma name is Shaku Sennyo, at
the Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha in Kyoto,
Japan. Along with 250 other members of the
Buddhist Churches of America, I was privi-
leged to witness the changing of our world
Jodo Shinshu leadership from father to son.
Monshu Sennyo will follow in the footsteps
of his predecessors to propagate the Joy of
the Dharma worldwide.

Now, many of you are probably wonder-
ing, “Why is this such an important event
that hundreds of thousands of people from
faraway lands would travel to witness it?”

To tell you the truth, I thought about
it myself before deciding to go. I could
have stayed home and visited my new
four-month-old grandson whom I haven’t
seen in while, or even enjoyed some needed
relaxation time. Instead I made the decision
to attend this historical religious event that
will now last forever in my memory.

It was quite a sight to see hundreds and
hundreds of opened umbrellas in front of the
Amida Hall, waiting to go in to the service.
The cold and rainy day did not dampen the

spirits of those attending. I think everyone
was excited to be there to witness and be
a part of this historic event with our new
spiritual leader, his family, and thousands of
other Jodo Shinshu followers.

The act of reciting the Shoshin Nem-
butsuge in the same room with a descendant
of our founder, Shinran Shonin, really
warmed everyone’s hearts and energized our
minds and bodies. It was an emotional high
that I did not expect. The special chanting
style we followed was introduced during
Rennyo Shonin’s tenure. Shoshinge has been
chanted at the Hongwanji daily for over 500
years. That made it even more special to me.

In his brief but enlightening Dharma
message, Monshu Sennyo affirmed his grati-
tude to his predecessors for their achieve-
ments in embracing and spreading Amida
Buddha’s Primal Vow to all sentient beings.
He also commented that, in our challenging
world today, Jodo Shinshu will change; that
there will be many bad times as well as good
times in our future; and that the only con-
stant which will make our lives stable will be

the “Unconditional Compassion and Light
of the Dharma.”

After the Accession Ceremony, I was gra-
ciously invited by the Berkeley Sangha tour
group, led by Berkeley Buddhist Temple’s
resident minister, Reverend Candice Shi-
bata, and Mr. Michael Endo, to accompany
them to the Otani Hombyo Mausoleum.
There we would pay our respects to Shinran
Shonin, the person who gave us our religious
freedom in Jodo Shinshu, and the past 22
Gomonshu who are also interred there. We
were allowed to enter the special room that
is directly in front of and nearest to the ac-
tual shrine of Shinran. Everyone felt moved
to be allowed into that sacred room.

I suddenly realized that, in one day, I
had witnessed the accession of the new 25th
Gomonshu and was offering incense to the
person who founded Jodo Shinshu over 750
years ago. With that thought, there were
no regrets about the time and energy spent
to experience such a great moment in my
lifetime.

Namo Amida Butsu

New Brochures for
Outreach & Education

By Rev. Fumiaki Usuki,

Nembutsu followers in 1214.
He and his family settled in

Harmony of the Nembutsu Teaching

several locations in Kanto area.
They lived in buildings called
s0-an, thatched huts. It is wide-
ly known that Shinran Shonin

Southern District Ministers Association

Many of you are already enjoying the
second set of 17 Buddhist Churches of
America (BCA) Brochures that were written
by the Southern District Ministers and other
BCA Ministers. They were distributed to
BCA Temples during the National Council
Meeting at San Jose in March. The Southern
District Ministers embarked on this project

did not build any temples

because he wanted to spend his

energy on the propagation of

By Rev. Kaz Nakata,
Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple

the Nembutsu teachings.

One
in Inada. There was a young
there
taro. Hei-taro lived in Inatomi,

s6-an  was located

four years ago, and now a total of 32 bro- farmer named Hei-
chures have been produced and printed,
thanks to funding by the Southern District

Council.

“I take great care in prepar-

ing arice paddy, as Dharmakara  which was 12 miles away from
Inada. He often visited Inada
to listen to Shinran Shonin’s
talks. In the spring of 1218,

Hei-taro

Bodhisattva spent five kalpas lllustrations from the story, “Shinran Shonin’s Wife, Eshinni-sama” from

Daijo, a magazine published by the Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha. This
scene appeared in the May 2009 issue.

Over the years, various brochures and | [billions of years] to thoroughly
establish his 48 vows. I plant

each seed wholeheartedly, just

pamphlets have been made available by a

number of organizations, including the invited Shinran
BCA Bureau of Buddhist Education, the
BCA Ministerial Association, Nanbu Kyoku
Kyogaku-Bu (Southern District Ministers
Association), and others.

Many of the brochures date back to the
early 1960s through 1980s and, although

they are still treasures, it was felt that the

modified his talk to fit their

Before Shinran

monk,” he would not have
walked down to the rice fields
and sung.

as I recite Nembutsu whole- Shonin to Inatomi to share the

heartedly each time. I remove Nembutsu teaching with local convenience.

weeds from the rice field, like farmers. These farmers were Shonin, Buddhism was mainly

shared with nobles and high

officials at temples, or monks

I stay away from the allurement  busy planting rice. They were Today, many Hongwanji

of monastic self-power practices  singing their local rice-planting temples in Japan are integrat-

(jiriki). 1 constantly water the songs but they were not reciting
the Nembutsu. Shinran Shonin

walked down to a rice field and

would visit their castles or plac-  ing singing and musical per-
formances in their traditional

and hold Buddhist

es of residence. I believe that
Shinran Shonin did not hesi-

rice field, the way I maintain

time had come to update some topics and | the Nembutsu teachings from services,

add new ones.

Digital versions are available in the fol-
lowing Google Drive folders. Feel free to

upload any documents directly.
Brochures may be downloaded at:
hteps://www.nishihongwanji-la.org/

teachings/brochures-on-buddha-dharma/

(<]

Shinran
Shonin

Being
Reality
Itself
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generation to generation. When

the end-of-life season comes at

autumn, I harvest the rice with
pleasure. Namo Amida Butsu.”

— Shinran Shonin’s

Rice Planting Song

After Shinran Shonin stayed
in Echigo for seven years, he
decided to relocate to northern
Kanto (the Tochigi and Ibaraki
areas), with his family and other

started helping the farmers. He
shared his own rice-planting
song with them. In the lyrics of
the short song, he summarized
the essence of the Nembutsu
teachings. The farmers were
very pleased to sing his song,
and it was later known as Shin-
ran Shonin’s rice planting song.

Shinran Shonin did not ask
the farmers to stop planting rice
to listen to his talk. Instead, he

tate to try new ways of sharing
the Dharma. In fact, he wrote
many poems called wasan, and
one of his wasans is known as
On-Doku-San. We often sing
it at temples. The song is sung
by both Nishi Hongwanji and
Higashi Honganji members.
Shinran ~ Shonin  used
singing as a means of sharing
the Dharma. If he had been

a traditional “ritual-centered

concerts both in and outside
of the Hondo (main hall). I
love singing. Every Sunday I
sing loudly and enjoy making
harmony with everyone in the
Hondo. In the harmony, I can
feel the propagational spirit
of Shinran Shonin from 800
years ago. So please, don’t hold
back. Take pleasure in the joy
of singing.

Gassho.

New IMOP Session Begins

On April 24, 2017, the International Ministerial Orientation
Program (IMOP) held its opening service and reception at the Jodo
Shinshu Center. This year’s participant, Rev. Masanari Yamagishi
(front, center), received a warm welcome from Rev. Kodo Umezu,
BCA Bishop (center, right), Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara, Center for
Buddhist Education Co-director (at center, left) and other Jodo
Shinshu Center staff and IBS students. Rev. Yamagishi is from a
temple family in Takaoka in Toyama Prefecture and aspires to one
day serve as a kaikyoshi (overseas minister) in Hawaii. IMOP is a
3-month training and orientation program which includes English
language and culture classes, seminars, field trips and temple
internships. Rev. Yamagishi will be one of the speakers at the
upcoming Japanese Seminar on May 13.
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BCA Bookstore News by Gayle Noguchi

Now available: The Want
Monsters and How They
Stopped  Ruling My
World by Chelo Manche-
go. Hardcover, 16.95. Rec-
ommended for ages 4-0.

The Want

Monsters

And How They Stopped Ruling My World

One of the basic teachings

Al N
‘ ‘ . of Buddhism that we learn from
" ‘ ” ‘ ' an eatly age is that greed is one

of the three poisons. Told from
‘ Gratitude the point of view of a child

’ ‘ 'ﬂ. struggling with his inner Want
" i Monster, Manchego’s story pre-
' sents this teaching with a degree
of discernment seldom con-
veyed to children: 1) that wanting is not necessarily “bad,” 2) that we all experience want-
ing things, and 3) we cannot rid ourselves of our Want Monster, but by cultivating aware-
ness we can make peace with it and not allow it to control us. In the beginning, the Want
Monster is depicted as gigantic, but by the end as the relationship transforms, the Want
Monster shrinks to a manageable size. The story concludes with an invitation to draw
what your own Want Monster looks like.

Also available: Gratitude: Effortless Inspiration for a Happier Life by
Dani DiPirro. Hardcover, $9.95.

One of the distinguishing elements of Shin Buddhist teachings is its emphasis on
awakening to the reality that my life is possible because of the compassion and generosity
of others. Gratitude by DiPirro consists of inspirational quotations, reflections, and thought
-provoking activities that promote this kind of awareness. Gratitude encourages us to slow
down and to see the daily gifts we receive in life that often go unnoticed. Perfect as a gift
for a young adult, adult, or for yourself!

To purchase, go to buddhistchurchesofamerica.org and click on the BCA Bookstore
link, or contact gnognehi@beahq.org or 510-809-1435. The BCA Bookstore is located in the
Jodo Shinshu Center at 2140 Durant Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94704. Open Wednesday
through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Like us on Facebook.

Preview screenings at BCA temples
begin in June!

THREE JEWELS:
Buddhism in Brazil

A new documentary project
by Rev. Kentaro Sugao

Reverend Sugao is back! The Brazil-based Hongwaniji priest/filmmaker/director
of Streams of Light: Shin Buddhism in America (2013) continues his cine-
matic explorations of the Buddhist diaspora with a new project, Tres Joias
(Three Jewels), scheduled for release this summer. Three Jewels is an un-
precedented look at the development of Buddhism in Brazil, revealing the
Three Jewels: Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha, through its Buddhist teachers,
teachings, and communities. As the project nears completion, donations
are deeply appreciated to ensure its release on schedule. See 2017 BCA
Educational Events Calendar below for screening dates and locations.

Visit the indiegogo.com site and search “Three Jewels: Buddhism in Brazil” to
view the trailer and support the project. Donate soon for special screening
perks. Donations by check are also welcome, payable to “BCA Endowment
Foundation” with check memo to “Three Jewels film project.” Mail to: BCA
Endowment Foundation, 1710 Octavia St., San Francisco, CA 94109.

View trailer and donation opportunities online
www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org click on the Three Jewels icon

2017 BCA Educational Events

Programs subject to change. Events at the Jodo Shinshu Center unless otherwise noted.

May 4 ~ “Millennials and the Future of Our Temples.” Lecture by Prof. Erik Ham-
merstrom, 7-8:30 pm. Open to BCA Ministers, temple leaders, and members. Presented
by Center for Buddhist Education (CBE).

May 13 ~ Spring Japanese Dharma Gathering. 10 am - 2 pm, $15 includes lunch. Rev.
Ryoso Toshima, Hawaii Kyodan minister emeritus, and Rev. Masanari Yamagishi, Interna-
tional Ministerial Orientation Program (IMOP), will give Dharma talks. Sponsored by
CBE. Email kkuwahara@beahq.org ot call (510) 230-8439 with questions.

May 19 ~ Gotan-e Service. Speaker: IMOP minister, Rev. Masanari Yamagishi.

May 30-31 ~ Ministers’ Continuing Education (MCE) Seminar. Rev. Dr. David
Matsumoto, Dr. Scott Mitchell, others. Presented by Center for Buddhist Education.

June 3-27 ~ Three Jewels (Tres Joias). Preview screenings of the new documentary
trilogy about Buddhism in Brazil by Rev. Kentaro Sugao. June 3, Senshin Buddhist Tem-
ple; June 4 Orange County Buddhist Church; June 9, JSC; June 12, Tacoma Buddhist
Temple; June 13, Seattle Betsuin; then on to Japan. Contact CBE or visit the BCA website
for more information.

July 3-9 ~ BCA Youth Advocacy Committee (YAC) Summer Retreat. Hosted by the
Buddhist Church of Sacramento (Sacramento Betsuin), this week-long retreat is designed
for students 15-18 years of age. For mote information, contact Rev. Patti Oshita, poshi-
ta(@comeast.net or Revs. Tim & Carol Castle, zeamcastle@comeast.net.

July 20-23 ~ Dharma Training for School Teachers. A special program open to public
school teachers. Presented by Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS) and Buddhist Churches
of America (BCA). Visit buddhistchurchesofamerica.org for details.

July 22-30 ~ 2017 National Speaking Tour: Shin Buddhism in the Land of Shakya-
muni. Rev. Sonam Wangdi Bhutia, Head Priest, Kathmandu-Hongwanji, Nepal, will
speak in Hawaii, Chicago, and New York. Presented by CBE and Honpa Hongwanji Mis-
sion of Hawaii Buddhist Study Center. In association with Midwest Buddhist Temple,
New York Buddhist Church, and American Buddhist Study Center.

August 17-19 ~ Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course August Workshop. Attendees
from the online course will have an opportunity to meet each other and some of their
instructors, as well as participate in Summer Pacific Seminar activities.

August 18-20 ~ Summer Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP) Seminar. Begins Fri-
day at 2 pm. Held in conjunction with Summer Pacific Seminar (5ee /isting below).

August 18-20 ~ Summer Pacific Seminar. Begins Friday at 7 pm. Keynote speaker:
Rev. John Paraskevopoulos, author of Cal/ of the Infinite. Co-sponsored by IBS & CBE.

August 26 ~ “A Day with Rev. Dr. Ken Tanaka.” 9 am - 5 pm. Presentation of his new
books: Jewels: Introduction to Buddhism for American Youths, Scouts and the Young at Heart (with
bumor) and  Buddhism On Air. Book signing at the end of the day. Panel discussion:
“Engaged Buddhism for Our Personal and Social Lives.” Sponsored by the CBE Every-
day Buddhism Committee.

September 26-29 ~ West and East Hong(w)anji Overseas Propagation Exchange
(WEHOPE) and Ministers’ Continuing Education (MCE) Seminar. Nishi and Hi-
gashi ministers will meet, study, and dialogue together.

September 30 ~ Fall Japanese Seminar. Speakers to be announced.
October 12-14 ~ Fall Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP) Seminar.

December 7-9 ~ Winter Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP) Seminar.

BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org Email: chbe@bcahq.org Phone: (510) 809-1460

Dharma Training for School Teachers:
July 20-23,2017

Reaching out to educators beyond our BCA circles

If you are working in the teaching profession and a BCA member, you may
sometimes wish that there was a way to introduce Buddhism and Jodo Shinshu to
your non-Buddhist colleagues, since there are so many lessons the Buddha provid-
ed as the quintessential teacher for diverse students.

The Institute of Buddhist Studies and the Buddhist Churches of America
Center for Buddhist Education are pleased to present a new educational seminar
for K-12 teachers who are interested in learning about the Buddha’s timeless
teachings and transformative pedagogy for cultivating wisdom, compassion, and
mindfulness in our students -- as well as within ourselves as teachers.

Dharma Training for School Teachers will take place on July 20, thru July 23,
2017, at the Jodo Shinshu Center in Berkeley, CA. Topics will include: “Lessons
from Buddha,” “Nurturing Compassion in Students,” and “The Mindful Class-
room.” Key presenters are the Venerable Madawala Seelawimala (aka Bhante), and the
Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto.

“I truly believe that teaching is one of the most sacred professions. I also
believe that being a schoolteacher is the most difficult position to fill. Schoolteach-
ers need support and respect from parents and communities,” writes Rev. Kodo
Umezu, BCA Bishop, who will be a convener as well as a presenter.

If you are in the teaching profession, please help us spread the word on this

special outreach initiative to credentialed K-12 teachers who ate not part of our
BCA temple communities who may be interested in Buddhist approaches to edu-

cation. We are now offering a special “BCA Colleague 2 for 1 Rate” if you are
interested in applying with your colleague. Contact CBE to discuss the details by
June 1, 2017.

Please go online for application information including eligibility and financial
aid at buddbistchurchesofamerica.org. The application deadline is June 1, 2017.
For more information, email che@beahq.org or phone (510) 809-1460.

OUR JODO SHINSHU TRADITIONS
Incense Offering (Jpn. Guko / Oshoko)

Walk up to the front of the altar
and bow at a distance of about
two steps in front of the Oshoko
table. Step up to the table
(starting with your left foot), and
with the right hand take a pinch
of powdered incense. Drop it
into the incense burner, on top
of the lit sticks of incense or
charcoal. Gassho and bow. Take a
step backward (beginning with
the right foot), bow and return
to your seat.

Oshoko represents the acceptance of transiency and fulfillment in life.

(Excerpted from the pamphlet “A Guide to Buddhist Etiquette” by Rev. Lee Rosenthadl,
published by the Buddhist Churches of America Southern District Ministers’ Association with
funding from the Southern District Council.) Visit YouTube.com and search “How to Offer
Incense (Oshoko)” to view a video posted by the Gardena Buddhist Church.

MAY 2017
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How | of All People Got into a
Tannishé Translation Workshop

By Diane Ames, Berkeley Buddhist Temple

I was not sure I wanted to go, as a workshop on Tannisho commentarial materials
sounded very scholarly and I think that I have forgotten more classical Japanese than I
ever knew. But my husband, who has a Ph.D. in Buddhist studies, thought that it
sounded interesting, and we both went as observers with Dr. Blum’s permission.

The Tannisho6 Commentarial Workshop (March 25-27 at the Jodo Shinshu Cen-
ter) was indeed pretty scholarly. It turned out to be the first session of a five-year
project organized by Dr. Mark Blum and sponsored by the University of California at
Berkeley and the universities of
Ryukoku and Otani, to translate for
the first time some important com-
mentaries on this Shin Buddhist
classic. A number of scholars and
graduate students in the field having
assembled for this purpose, we split
into three groups, directed by Drs.
Blum of UC Berkeley, Conway of
Otani, and Dake of Ryukoku Uni-
versity respectively. Each group was
to begin translating a different com-
mentary. My husband and I decided
to stay in Dr. Blum’s group, whose
task was to translate a commentary
written by one Enchi in 1662.

The first section of the com-
mentary went kind of slowly, as
Enchi apparently felt obliged to
define virtually every word in the
prologue of the Tannisho. When the
group kept coming to phrases that
even Dr. Blum didn’t know, neces-
sitating prolonged consultation of
reference works to establish that it
was the title of a long-forgotten
Chinese dictionary Enchi had used,
I admit that I secretly considered
flight. However, we eventually came
to the part that I found most inter-
esting, which was translating the
Prologue of the Tannisho itself (as
quoted by Enchi).

(Left:) Workshop attendees in session. (Right:)
Pictured are several of the many translations and
commentaries on 'Tannisho available at the BCA

Here 1 played an unexpected | Bookstore, located in the Jodo Shinshu Center.
role, as I was the only person who
had brought a couple of the most popular English translations. So when we got to,
say, the first phrase, “Hisoka ni gnan o megurashite,” Dr. Blum would ask, “What does
Dennis Hirota’s translation have for wegurashite?”’ And I would reply that in the back
of Hirota’s book, which is supposed to be a rather literal translation, he has
“pondering,” making the whole phrase “pondering my foolish thoughts within myself
alone,” while in his more literary translation in the front of the book, he has “within
my foolish thoughts.” I would add that Taitetsu Unno has “reflecting” and translates
the whole phrase “in reflecting upon my foolish thoughts.” Then Dr. Blum would
declare that neither translation completely satisfied him, so everybody would consult
classical Japanese dictionaries and try to think of an appropriate translation for
“megurashite.” My husband, who has made a five-hundred-page translation of a Bud-
dhist philosophical text, said that this is what translating a canonical text is like, ago-
nizing over what each word, phrase, and sentence was supposed to mean and how to
express it in English.

I departed from the three-day workshop with a deepened realization of how
much Buddhists everywhere owe to translators. And I learned something about the
original language of the prologue of the Tannisho.

SUMMER PACIFIC SEMINAR - 21ST CENTURY

SHIN BUDDHISM:

Current Challenges and Future Prospects

Keynote Speaker: Rev. John Paraskevopoulos
Author, Call of the Infinite: The Way of Shin Buddhism and other works

August 18-20,2017
Jodo Shinshu Center 2140 Durant Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94704

The 2017 Summer Pacific Seminar - 21st Century “Shin Buddhism: Current
Challenges and Future Prospects” will build upon last year’s theme of Jodo Shinshu
Buddhism as a worldwide religion. Shin Buddhists from around the world will relate
their experiences and insights on Shin Buddhism today and in the future.

Rev. John Paraskevopoulos, a Shin Buddhist priest based in Australia, will touch
upon several themes including the importance of spiritual realization and religious
experience; rehabilitating the sacred in response to “secular” Buddhism; difficulties in
doctrinal terminology; and the relationship of Shin Buddhism to other Buddhist
schools as well as other religions.

In addition to our keynote speaker, we will hear Thais Campos discuss the topic
of Jodo Shinshu in Brazil, and David Quirke-Thornton will speak on Shin Buddhism
in Europe. The program also includes a book talk and signing by Rev. Paraskevopou-
los at the BCA Bookstore, also located in the Jodo Shinshu Centet.

Rev. John Paraskevopoulos is an ordained Shin Buddhist priest
based in Australia and author of three books. He holds a first-
class honors degree in Philosophy from the University of Mel-
bourne in Australia and is editor of Muryoko the online Journal of
Shin Buddhism. In 2014, Rev. Paraskevopoulos spoke at the 17th
European Shin Buddhist Conference in the UK. His talk, “Jodo
Shinshu: The Supreme Teaching for the Present Age,” was re-
printed in the Whee/ of Dbharma from January through July 2015,
and is also available online at www.nembutsu.info/ JodoShinshn.pdf.

Thais Campos is a Shin practitioner living in Brasilia, Brazil. She
graduated from the University of South Santa Catarina with a
Bachelor’s Degree in Philosophy. Her passion for Eastern Philos-
ophy led her to Shin Buddhism via the Honpa Hongwanji Temple
of Brasilia. Thais completed the Jodo Shinshu Correspondence
Course in 2016. One of her JSCC essays was
published in the March 2015 Wheel of Dharma.

David Quirke-Thornton is a member of the Shin Buddhist
Fellowship United Kingdom (UK). Formerly a Franciscan Friar,
David trained as a Buddhist Chaplain at The Buddhist Society in
London and served as chaplain to the Police. David has a keen
interest in Interfaith and Intra-Buddhist relations.

Presented by the Institute of Buddhist Studies and the BCA Center for Buddhist Education

For program details and registration information, visit:
www.BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org and Click on CBE or Email: cbe@bcahq.org
Registration ends on July 18, 2017

2018 BCA Calendar Photo Contest
The theme of the BCA Calendar is “PEACE”

Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) members are
invited to submit an original photo or picture of something you
think represents or illustrates the idea of “peace” to be used in
the 2018 BCA Calendar.

1. Photos/pictures should be in digital format. Images should
be minimum 350 dpi @ 100% (8-1/2” x 117)

Please limit to one submission per person. Please include
your name and temple affiliation with your submission.

Please submit your image to Judy Kono and Michael Endo
by May 15, 2017.

Judy Kono: jkono@bcahgq.org
Michael Endo: mendo@bcahq.org

Twelve (12) photos/pictures will be selected from amongst
the submissions.

All submissions shall become the property of the Buddhist
Churches of America.

You T"he Enjoy CBE programs online at YouTube.com

Enjoy over 50 talks, lectures,
and special programs present-
ed by CBE and its educational
partners on YouTube.com.
Search for “BCA Center for
Buddhist Education Channel.”

Recently posted were the
special chanting of Shoshin
Nembutsuge at the BCA Na-
tional Council Meeting (right),
and a lecture by UC Berkeley

professor, Dr. Mark Blum, on o
sections |13 & 14 of Tannisho: A | Ministers and gagaku musicians led the special chanting

ceremony (Hosan Dento Saho) af the Buddhist
Churches of America National Council Meeting.
Photo by Al Hironaga.

Record in Lament of Divergences
from the Spring Minister’s
Assistant Program (MAP).

Contact CBE at cbe@bcahq.org or (510) 809-1460

BCA YAC Summer Retreat July 3-9, 2017
Hosted by the Sacramento Betsuin

This week-long retreat, designed for students |5-18 years of age, is sponsored by
the Buddhist Churches of America Youth Advocacy Committee. For registration
information, contact: Rev. Patti Oshita, poshita@comcast.net; Revs. Tim & Carol
Castle, teamcastle@comcast.net; Sensei Grace Hatano, bghat! @sbcglobal.net;
Sensei Koichi Mizushima, bkmizu@gmail.com; Sensei Kelvin Mark, 273kmark@
sbcglobal.net; or Sensei Keith Kato, kmasamikato@gmail.com
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IBS Symposium Generates New Conversations
Interdependence/Intersectionality: Marginalization, Oppression, and American Buddbism

On Friday, April 14, nearly
fifty Buddhist scholars, teach-
ers, and activists convened at
the Jodo Shinshu Center for
a much-anticipated IBS Sym-
posium on “Interdependence/
Intersectionality: Marginaliza-
tion, Oppression, and American
Buddhism,” to discuss issues of
marginalization and oppres-
sion related to race, gender,
and sexuality both inside and
Buddhist

communities both historically

outside American
and at the present. The event
was sponsored in part by BDK
America.

Dr. Scott Mitchell, Dean of
IBS faculty, provided opening
remarks. Dr. Daijaku Kinst,
on the IBS faculty, introduced
the speakers and moderated a
panel discussion and Q/A ses-
sion with audience members.

Four speakers shared a vari-
ety of scholarly perspectives as
well as personal commentary,
addressing questions which
included:

¢ How did the racialization

of Japanese American Bud-
dhists relate to World War II
internment?

e How are Asian and white
Buddhist communities in con-
versation or at odds?

¢ How have new Buddhist
communities developed or
responded to historical or con-
temporary exclusion related to
gender or sexual orientation?

* How might Buddhists
respond to the current US
political climate?

Funie Hsu, Ph.D., Assistant
Professor of American Studies,
San Jose Srtate
made the first presentation,
titled, “World War II Incar-
ceration and the Racialization

University,

of Japanese American and
Asian American Buddhists,”
which highlighted points from
her thought-provoking article,
“We’ve Been Here All Along,”
published online by LionsRoar.
com (November 21, 2016)

As LionsRoar.com de-
scribes in their introduction:

Funie Hsu says it’s time

we recognize the contributions
of Asian American Buddhists
and address the racism and
appropriation  that
marginalizes their ongoing role

cultural

in transmitting the dharma in
the West.

https://www. lionsroar.com/
weve-been-here-all-along/

Natalie Quli, Research
Fellow, Institute of Buddhist
Studies, presented on “The
Disempowering Rhetoric of
Authenticity,” and provided a
broad, historical view of some
of the social, cultural, and
religious forces and dynamics
which contributed to ‘disem-
powering’ Buddhists of Asian
descent, albeit unintentionally
and unconsciously.

Ann Gleig,

Professor of Religious Studies,

Assistant

University of Central Florida,
presented her paper on “Queer-
ing Buddhism or Buddhist
De-Queering? LGBTQI Bud-
dhism, Intersectionality and
the Limits of Liberal Convert
Buddhism.” Her study of the

East Bay Meditation Center,
and groups like the Alphabet
Sangha pointed to inspiring
new models and approaches
to building sanghas based on
inclusion, valuing diversity at

their core.
Rev. Harry Bridge, Resident
Minister, Buddhist Church

of Oakland, presented “I Sing
the Body Interconnected, ” his
personal perspectives on grow-
ing up as a person of Japanese
and Caucasian background; as
a musician, and as a Jodo Shin-
shu minister whose congrega-
tion is still largely based in the
Japanese American community
and located in a diverse urban
center.

A lively Q/A session fol-
lowed the presentations and
the panel discussion gener-
ated momentum for ongoing
dialogue. Engaging voices from
academia, activism, and the
community, the symposium
provided a unique space for
addressing vital questions for
Buddhism today.

B

In the upper right photo, speakers are seated, left to right: Prof. Ann Gleig, Rev. Harry Bridge, Dr. Funie Hsu, Prof. Natalie Quli, and moderator,

Dr. Daijaku Kinst.

Workshop Series
on Tannisho
Commentarial

Materials
Launched

On March 25 through March 27,

%=

Institute of
Buddhist Studies
May Celebrations

By Rev. Seigen Yamaoka
IBS Vice President for Development

This May, the Institute of
Buddhist Studies (IBS) will
celebrate the accomplishments
of six students completing both
degree and certificate programs,
including Master of Arts, Bud-
dhist
and Kyoshi Certificate, as well as certificates in
Theravada and Soto Zen Buddhist Studies. We
will also honor our visiting exchange students
from Ryukoku University and the Dharma
Drum Institute of Liberal Arts.

Please come and celebrate our graduates at
two special events in May.

Chaplaincy Certificate,

First Annual IBS Alumni

Association Graduate Reception

The Alumni Asso-
ciation of the Institute
of Buddhist Studies is
holding its first annual
graduate reception on
Thursday, May 18,
2017 from 5:00 PM to
8:00 PM at the Jodo
Shinshu Center. The

event will be an occa-

Rev. Marvin Harada,
IBS Alumnus and Board
Member

sion to celebrate the
graduates, who will share short presentations
on their work, followed by a message from IBS
alumnus, Rev. Marvin Harada of the Orange
County Buddhist Church. Light refreshments
will follow.

2017 Graduation

and Commencement

The
ceremony will be held
on Friday, May 18, 2017
from 10:30 AM at the
Jodo Shinshu Center. Our

speaker

commencement

commencement
will be Ms. Chenxing
Han, IBS Graduate Class
of 2014 and author of
a forthcoming book on

Chenxing Han, 2017
Commencement
Speaker

young adult Asian Ameri-
can Buddhists. Additionally, we will honor the
recipient of the 2017 IBS President’s Award,
Mr. Hiroji Kariya, for his years of service to
IBS.
Congratulations to all of our graduates! We
look forward to seeing you in Berkeley!

BEE B CA Dana

Program

Offerings in Gratitu
Contuing th Logcy o the

the Centers for Japanese Studies and
Buddhist Studies at the University of
California, Berkeley, together with Otani
University and Rytakoku University in
Kyoto, launched the first session of the
Workshops on  Tannisho
Materials, under the supervision of Dr.
Mark Blum, Professor and Shinjo Ito
Distinguished Chair in Japanese Studies,

Commentarial

Department of East Asian Languages and
Cultures at UC Berkeley.

Co-sponsors for the first session at
the Jodo Shinshu Center, included the
Institute of Buddhist Studies and the
BCA Center for Buddhist Education.

The Workshop will continue for five
years, meeting twice a year for 3 to 4 days
each time, in late March in Berkeley and
early August in Kyoto, where it will be

TN L ’\“ /%4

\ / :
\ \

Over 20 scholars from universities including Ryukoku, Otani, Harvard, UC Berkeley, and the
Institute of Buddhist Studies gathered for the inaugural session of the ambitious Tannisho project
led by Dr. Mark Blum, UC Berkeley professor. Front row, left to right: Mrs. Diane Ames, Rev.
Noriaki Ito, Prof. Mark Blum, Rev. Kodo Umezu, Prof. Mitsuya Dake, and Prof. Michael Conway.

hosted alternately by Otani and Ryiikoku
universities.

“The Workshop will focus on criti-
cally examining premodern and modern
hermeneutics of the ZTannishé, a core text
of the Shin sect of Buddhism, and argu-
ably the most well-read religious text in
postwar Japan. Organized around close
readings of the most influential materials
produced in early modern, modern, and

postmodern Japan, the workshop aims at
producing a critical, annotated transla-
tion detailing the salient ways in which
this text has been both inspirational and
controversial, as well as a series of essays
analyzing a wide spectrum of voices in
Japanese scholarship and preaching that
have spoken on this work,” writes Dr.
Blum.
See related article on Page 5.

Dana donation received

in the fiscal year

FY2016-17 (April 2016 to

March 2017) was $135,010.

Thank you for your

generous support.

For information and online
donation options:

Visit: buddhistchurchesofamerica.org

Email: donate@bcahq.org
Phone: (415) 776-5600 x311
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Dharma School Conference at Fresno Betsuin
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A new book by Rev. Dr. Ken Tanaka 7
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Orange County Buddhist Church Japan tour group at Kokufu Betsuin
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