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Message

On the 850th Anniversary of Shinran Shonin’s Birth and
800th Anniversary of the Establishment of the Jodo Shinshu Teaching

The year 2023 will mark the 850th anniversary of Shinran
Shonin’s birth and 2024 will be the 800th anniversary of the
establishment of the Jodo Shinshu teaching. To commemo-
rate these occasions, we will be having the joint celebratory
observance in 2023.

Shinran Shonin was born in 1173 and entered the priest-
hood at the age of nine. However, after devoting many years
to monastic Buddhist practices on Mt. Hiei, he decided to
descend the mountain at the age of 29. Following the guid-
ance from his new mentor Honen Shonin, who introduced
him to the Primal Vow of Amida Buddha, Shinran Shonin
came to entrust himself to the Nembutsu teaching preached
by his master. Several years later, their Nembutsu teaching
was banned and Shinran Shonin was exiled to Echigo, pres-
ent Niigata. Following his pardon, Shinran Shonin moved
to the Kanto region where he engaged in propagation of the
Nembutsu teaching of Other Power, namely the working
of Amida’s great wisdom and compassion. It is believed to
be then when he began writing his main literary work, The
True Teaching, Practice and Realization of the Pure Land Way,
known as Kydgyashinsho. Since the essence of his teaching
that emphasizes entrusting oneself to the Buddha’s working
of Other Power and recitation of the Nembutsu was clarified
in the composition, the Kyogydshinsho is also referred to as
gohonden, or the most foundational scripture of the Jodo
Shinshu teaching. Based on Shinran Shonin’s own inscrip-
tion in the writing stating that he was 52 years of age at the
time, the year 1224 became designated as the year when the
Jodo Shinshu teaching was established.

Buddhism began approximately 2500 years ago when
Sikyamuni became a Buddha, awakening to the true reality
of this world, such as, the principles of dependent origina-
tion, impermanence, and no-self. However, ordinary people
like us are neither able to realize the truth of enlightenment
nor practice a life of nonattachment. To the contrary, we
see things from our egocentric viewpoint and because of that
we constantly suffer, encounter hardship, and fight with one
another. That is why Sakyamuni Buddha informs us of the
existence of Amida Buddha who had vowed to save all ordi-
nary and foolish beings like us, by guiding us to supreme en-
lightenment. Furthermore, Shinran Shonin clarifies that we,
as the recipient of Amida’s working, have already received the
Buddha’s wish in the form of the Name, Namo Amida Butsu.

Nishi Hongwanji Temple in Kyoto, Japan, is the headquarters of Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha.

As the manifestation of the ultimate wisdom and
compassion that accepts everything as it is, Amida
Buddha’s working equally embraces every living being,
never to abandon us no matter how egoistic and filled
with blind passions we may be. When truly realizing
how vast the Buddha’s compassion is, we cannot help
but feel ashamed of our way of living that is a far cry
from Amida Buddha’s wish. That is why Shinran
Shonin laments, “How ugly it is! How wretched!” in
referring to himself. However, this feeling of shameful-
ness could motivate us to endeavor to lessen the Bud-
dha’s sorrow even if only limited results were expected.
Furthermore, that sentiment should synchronize with
our efforts of sharing the Buddha’s Vow with as many
people as possible and feeling others’ grief and joy as our
own, because these acts are in accord with the wishes of
Amida Buddha, and also Shinran Shonin who aspires
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for peace and tranquility and the Buddha’s teaching to
spread throughout the world.

Let us appreciate the Dharma and Nembutsu teach-
ing even more deeply, and together strive to realize a so-
ciety in which everyone can live in peace and harmony,
resonating in the hearts and minds of all. As the first
step of this movement, I would like to ask for everyone’s
cooperation in continuing our organizational plans for
the future and successfully conducting the joint celebra-
tion of the 850th Anniversary of Shinran Shonin’s Birth
and the 800th Anniversary of the Establishment of the
Jodo Shinshu Teaching.

January 9, 2019
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16" World Buddhist Women’s Convention

August 30 - September 1, 2019

San Francisco Marriott Marquis
San Francisco, California

Keynote Speakers:
Reverend Yukiko Motoyoshi
Professor Keiko Toro
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‘Live the Nembutsu’ Fitting Theme for Conference

By Susan Bottari
General Chair, 16th World Buddhist
Women’s Convention

The theme of the upcoming
2019 World Buddhist Women’s
Conference is “Live the Nem-
butsu.”

It is such an appropriate theme
for this conference as it captures
how each of us, whether we live
in San Francisco, Honolulu,
Vancouver, Sao Paolo or Kyorto,
follows the same Nembutsu path
in similar but unique ways.

I did not become a Jodo
Shinshu Buddhist until my 30s. 1
was born in Hawaii and with my
parents moved to the mainland
United States in the mid-1950s.
My parents were Jodo Shinshu
Buddhists and I had no idea until
they passed away.

When my family moved to
California, they enrolled me
in Catholic Japanese Mission-
ary School that was, ironically,
directly across the street from
the Buddhist Church of San
Francisco. Although I attended a

parochial school during the week,
on Sundays, half of my friends and
I attended a Presbyterian church
and the other half of my friends
attended the Buddhist church.
In those days, I went to “Sunday
School” for social, not religious,
education.

The family who provided day
care for my children introduced
me to Jodo Shinshu Buddhism.
When my oldest child was about
4 years old, it was recommended
that she attend Dharma School.
Since this was my first experience
outside of Christianity, when my
daughter attended class, I also
attended a Dharma School class
so I could learn about the Jodo
Shinshu Teachings.

Continued on Page 6
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Act of Kindness Is Reminder of Buddha’s Heart

When we reflect on the establishment of
the Vow,

We find that the Tathagata, without
abandoning sentient beings in pain and af-
Sliction,

Has taken the directing of virtue to them
as foremost,

Thus fulfilling the mind of great compas-

sion.

-- “Collected Works of
Shinran,” Page 408

By Rev. Kodo Umezu
BCA Bishop

Some years ago, | had a very unforget-
table experience on board an airplane as I
was coming back from Japan.

The flight was completely full and my
seat was way in the back of the cabin. I
tried to get some sleep, as I usually do, so
I could adjust to time in the United States
easily.

I fell asleep shortly after take-off and
slept through the meal time. When I woke
up after a few hours of sleep, a flight at-
tendant came to my seat and asked me,
“Would you like to have dinner now? I
saw you were sleeping and I didn’t want
to bother you. I saved the meal for you.”

I was so surprised and moved by the
spirit of her service. She was paying atten-
tion to each and every passenger on board.
I knew I was not in the first-class cabin
and I didn’t think that I deserved such
special treatment.

This flight attendant’s kindness re-
minded me of the compassionate heart of
Amida Buddha who vowed to find a way
to save all beings whether good and bad,

On April 7, Rev. Kodo Umezu, Bishop of the BCA, conducted the Kieshiki Affirmation Ceremony for 17
members of the Buddhist Church of Oakland as part of its Hanamatsuri Service. In this Shin Buddhist
ceremony, performed before the altar of Amida Buddha and Shinran Shonin by the Bishop of the BCA,
one takes the important step of affirming one’s reverence for the Buddha, Dharma and Sangha, and one’s

determination to tread the path toward Buddhahood.

smart or foolish, small or great.

In this world, there are indeed many
teachings and most of them require or
demand for us to do something in order
to be saved. It is a conditional salvation.

The universal compassion of the True
and Real Mind and Heart, however, goes
out to all beings, especially those who
are experiencing difficulty in their lives
and looking for light. The Unconditional
Love appears in this world as Buddha’s
Name, Namo Amida Butsu. Namo Amida
Butsu is easy to say. Even if we cannot say
Namo Amida Butsu, we can feel the heart
of Amida Buddha when we hear Namo
Amida Butsu.

There was a time when Buddhism was
perceived to be only for people born into
a higher status, or for people who can
undergo difficult practices.

Honen Shonin, who went through

years and years of study and practice, came
to realize that Buddha’s essence is compas-
sion for all beings, without exception.
Calling the name, Namo Amida Butsu, is
the practice for all, especially for those who
are not able to perform religious practices.

A devout Nembutsu person once said
with a deep sense of joy and gratitude,
“Though I have neither the feeling of joy
nor shinjin, I am grateful to know the
compassionate word from the Realm of
Suchness saying ‘come as you are’.”

These words really resonate with me.
The heart of Amida Buddha is for all
sentient beings, especially those who are
not able to become free from karmic afflic-
tions. We are always in the mind and heart
of Amida Buddha. How fortunate we are!

I would like to thank the kind flight
attendant for reminding me of the heart of

Amida Buddha.

Answers to Awakening Have Always Been There

£

By Rev. Fumiaki Usuki
West Los Angeles
Buddhist Temple

Our family of three came to
the United States in 1960, fol-
lowing our father, who had ar-
rived in 1956 and was working
as a camp laborer in Dinuba in
Central California.

After my father completed
his contract, the family was re-
united in Oxnard. I can recall
the first day of school where we
were literally thrust into a class
with no idea of what was to
happen to us. The school was
mostly filled with children of
migrant workers. My brother
entered the first grade and I
was in the third grade.

Although we had finished
these years of school in Japan,
we both had to repeat them
“for our good.” Such was the
beginning of our life in the
United States, not necessarily
exciting but rather frightening.
Yet, somehow, we managed to
assimilate into this society.

We can recall many trying
moments, but we can remem-
ber many unusual and unique
moments as well.  Perhaps
some of the early Japanese im-
migrants may remember going
to movies at the temple, where
the huge, old movie projector
and equipment were brought
out for the monthly Japanese
movies. Of course, I cannot
remember much about Sunday
School classes, but such memo-
ries have been on my mind for
years. We also could not realize
the impact of these carly years
on our lives.

Because of language and
academic issues, my life was
driven by sports, activities and

work -- and I managed to keep
busy.

For some when
we were raising our family in
Aptos while working in the
Silicon Valley, I felt the urge to
take our children to the Wat-
sonville Buddhist Temple. Of
course, this did not necessarily
go well with the kids, but they
were good sports.

Later, as I was engulfed
with work while teaching an
Industrial Technology class at
San Jose State University, for
some reason, I became inter-
ested in Buddhism. Go figure.

So here I am, reflecting on

reason,

Continued on Page 5
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By Rev. Dr. Kenji Akahoshi
Buddhist Temple of San Diego

Many of you know that I am
recovering from a serious, but
non-life threatening surgery.
This situation has enabled me
to experience the Nembutsu at
a broader and deeper level.

My response to my current

The Experience of ‘Na Man Da Bu’

condition is “Na Man Da Bu,
thank you.” Because my life
is surrounded by “Na Man Da
Bu,” this seemingly negative
experience of a surgery reveals
the compassionate spirit that
always supports us. [ want
to thank the Sangha, friends,
and others for the wonderful
expressions of support and
good will. This is a wonder-
ful example of the basic Shin
principle of “Ni Shu Jin Shin.”
Let me share this wonderful
concept.

“Ni Shu Jin Shin” can be
translated as the “two aspects
of deep mind.” This concept

anchors much of Shinran’s les-
sons. The traditional interpre-
tation suggests that as a person
admits to his egocentric ten-
dencies, one becomes open to
the compassionate response of
the Buddha. For those whose
lives are heavily influenced by
Japanese culture, this idea may
be more easily accepted. The
ever-present sense of humility
in Japan lends one to admit to
one’s faults.

But for many of us Ameri-
cans, it is a difficult admission
that our ego may be the cause
of our discontent. Surrender-
ing my ego position to oppos-

ing forces is a sign of personal
weakness. How might I learn
and accept this deep teaching
with this attitude of a domi-
nant ego?

Experiencing a  surgery,
accident, or illness is not
something any of us wants.
Yet, for me, it has provided
a perspective that my mind
might not have accepted with
a healthy body. I have been
helpless for weeks. I was living
the life of an infant. Family,
friends, medical aides and oth-
ers were providing all my needs
for survival. My ego and self-
effort could not support my

well-being. It was the efforts
of others that supported me.

“Ni Shu Jin Shin” is not
some esoteric concept that
might be discussed by schol-
ars. The two aspects of “deep
mind” are something that each
of us can experience in any
aspect of life.

It is that “Jiriki,” self-effort,
is insufficient to maintain our
physical and spiritual life.
“Tariki,” the efforts of others
toward our well-being, is the
true reality that sustains all of
us. We can now appreciate the

Continued on Page 6
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On the Road to the Eastern District Council

By Richard A. Stambul
BCA President

Rev. Kodo Umezu, Bishop of the
Buddhist Churches of America, was
about to offer a Dharma talk celebrat-
ing Hanamatsuri and the birth of Sid-
dhartha Gautama to the leaders of
BCA’s Eastern District Council (EDC)
in Cleveland, Ohio.

I watched Umezu Sensei, as I have
scores of times in the past. Yet, this
time, it was a bit different. Hanging
on the wall behind him was an 8% -by-
11-inch image of our founder, Shinran
Shonin. It was about to fall off the
wall, so Rev. Umezu turned around and
slowly reattached it with great care.

Turning back to face the audience
and referring to Shinran, he casually
commented, “He’s my boss.” Everyone
laughed. Yet the authentic connection
between Rev. Umezu and Shinran was
moving. Thus began his Dharma talk.

Among those attending, the opening
moment was typical of the esprit de
corps that characterized the gathering,
which was filled with mutual respect,

kindness, and a collective desire to
solve problems: an active and successful
example of what it means to spread the
Dharma. It was heartwarming to join
the spirit that filled the room.

During the gathering, the Cleveland
Buddhist Temple reported that it sold
its temple building last year and is now
renting and using space for its services
and events at a Unitarian Church in
Shaker Heights. I had the great plea-
sure of meeting and talking with Gary

is not always measured in size but rather
in the devotion of those in attendance.

Midwest Buddhist Temple talked
about its “increasingly diverse popula-
tion,” and that its board consists of
a “strong and diverse mix of ages,
nationality and cultural backgrounds.”
MBT reported that its “membership
breakdown is 22 percent Nisei, 47 per-
cent Sansei, 11 percent Yonsei, and 20
percent non-traditional.”

The New York Buddhist Church

“A good lesson, perhaps: that goodness and quality in a religious
organization is not always measured in size but rather in the

devotion of those in attendance.’

)

Jaskula, a minister’s assistant at New
York Buddhist Church, who has gener-
ously offered to drive from New York to
Cleveland to conduct monthly services.
Kudos to Gary for his commitment to
spreading the Dharma.

The Ekoji Buddhist Temple de-
scribed itself as a “temple of growth and
optimism” because of the diversity of
its Sangha. The temple membership is
growing and they reported that its re-
cent services have been attended by 60
to 80 people. Ekoji told us something
that stuck in my mind: that it is a rela-
tively small temple but “large of heart.”
A good lesson, perhaps: that goodness
and quality in a religious organization

shared its appreciation of Rev. Earl
Ikeda, now in his sixth year as resident
minister. Rev. Earl recently received the
2018 Community Service Award, given
by the Bronx Community Board, for
his “community pastoral care” work.
NYBC celebrated its 80th anniversary
and raised the funds used to restore its
Onaijin.

The Seabrook Buddhist Temple,
whose services are conducted by its
supervising minister, Rev. Ikeda,
honored Dr. Gordon Bermant, past
BCA President and Chair of the BCA
Governance Committee, for leading
“Religious Riddles,” which have been

discussions of great interest to its mem-

bers. Seabrook also celebrated its 73rd
anniversary in 2018.

For those who may doubt the vital-
ity, vigor and success of the Buddhist
Churches of America during its 120-
year presence in the United States, one
need only look to the BCA temples of
the Eastern District Council.

Representing BCA, I reported our
great success last year in achieving the
transfer of the BCA Archives (over 340
linear feet) to UCLA where it is now
permanently housed. According to
experts at UCLA, the BCA Archives
is the world’s most important archival
collection of Japanese American and
Shin Buddhist history in 20th century
America.

I also reported on the success of the
Bloomquist Estate proceedings, which
will result in a substantial financial gift
to partially endow a chair at the Insti-
tute of Buddhist Studies.

Throughout the conference, Rev.
Ron Miyamura, Kyokucho of the EDC
and resident minister of the MBT,
provided a grounding presence as he
led and guided all those in attendance.
My apologies to the many others who
attended but who are not mentioned.

Most important, I can report that
the BCA temples and sangha in the
Eastern District are vigorous and full of
heart. It’s clear that for those temples,
taking their cue from Rev. Umezu,
Shinran Shonin is also their boss.

Namo Amida Butsu.

TechnoBuddha, in 12th Year,
Stays True to Core Mission

By Hideki Maniwa
Buddhist Temple of Alameda

As the TechnoBuddha Con-
ference has grown and evolved,
the conference has stayed true
to its core mission of provid-
ing opportunities for young
professionals to be part of a
community interested in Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism.

TechnoBuddha is now in its
12th year, and in that time, has
become an annual home away
from home and I've had the
pleasure of attending over half
of these events.

From its humble beginnings,
where there were just over a
dozen attendees, TechnoBud-
dha has grown to consistently
reaching capacity at the Jodo
Shinshu Center in Berkeley.

With a record 27 first-time
attendees including representa-
tives from Hawaii, Oregon, and
even Winnipeg, Canada, the
future looks promising!

This year’s conference was
held from March 22-24 with the
theme: “No Self? No Problem!”
As guests trickled into the cen-
ter throughout Friday, March
21, they were greeted with a
warm welcome, followed by
an even warmer meal prepared
thoughtfully by Judy Kono and
Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara, who
are instrumental in the success
of this event, and their helpers.

Following a Saturday morn-
ing service, Rev. Dr. Kenji
Akahoshi led a keynote about
“Discovering Our Authentic
Self & Practicing No Practice.”

Learning about cultural dif-
ferences of the self in the East

versus and West, as well as the
meanings behind “thank you”
and “please” were engaging and
relatable.

During the speech by Rev.
Dr. Akahoshi, the group was
encouraged to meditate with
eyes partially open, then share
their thoughts in a small group.
The similarities and differences
discovered were

quite eye-

opening.
This year’s conference was
co-chaired by David Chin

(San Mateo Buddhist Temple)
and Laurie Handa (San Jose
Buddhist Betsuin), who incor-
porated new elements, resulting
in a spectacular weekend of
services, socializing, splendid
workshops, small group dis-
cussions, sugoi shyashin (great
pictures), and strangely scarce
amounts of sleep.

A capacity crowd -- including 27 first-time participants -- attended the 12th
annual TechnoBuddha conference, held March 22-24 at the Jodo Shinshu
Center in Berkeley. The theme of this year’s conference was “No Self? No

Problem!” (Courtesy of Tim Shimizu)

The TechnoBuddha com-
mittee is thankful to be a part of
the Jodo Shinshu community,
and grateful for the support of
the employees and volunteers
at the Jodo Shinshu Center and
Berkeley Buddhist Temple.

While TechnoBuddha began

as an annual conference, it has

grown to become a community
of young professionals who can
be found at events throughout
the year.

See where the TechnoBud-
dha community will be going
next by following the Facebook
page: facebook.com/techno-
buddha.conference.

San Jose’s Jean Wilson, Scout Leader, Mentor, Volunteer, Fondly Remembered

By Warren Wilson
San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin

A great leader passed away. Jean
Copeland Wilson, who died March
13 at the age of 85, became a Bud-
dhist in 1953 when she enrolled in
a Comparative Religion course at
Southern Methodist University.

Wilson also took correspon-
dence courses from the Buddhist
Society of London and studied
with Buddhist friends from India.

She made two trips to Buddhist
historical sites in Japan, China, and
India. She and her husband, War-
ren Wilson, have been members of
San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin
since 1972.

Among the many activities at
San Jose Betsuin, Jean Wilson was
a member of the Board of Directors
until 1993 when the Wilsons moved
to Georgia. Her Scouting highlights
included Girl Scouts Junior Troop
260, Cadette Troop 404, and she
began Girl Scout Senior Troop

782 in 1977. She was a Girl Scout
leader at the San Jose Betsuin for
over 23 years and was active on the
local, district, and national levels.
Because of Wilson’s efforts, the
Girl Scouts of America adopted
a more flexible Scout Promise in
1993. The new Promise allows
each Scout to affirm her adherence
to religious values according to her
own faith. The change recognizes
and honors the religious diversity

Continued on Page 6

June Copeland
Wilson, who died
March 13 at the age of
85, was a member of
the San Jose Buddhist
Church Betsuin since
1972. Wilson was a
former member of

the San Jose Betsuin
Board of Directors
and was a Girl Scout
leader at the San Jose
Betsuin for more than
23 years. (Courtesy of
Warren Wilson)
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Arigato Obaachan (Thank You Grandmother)

The Buddhist Churches of America Federation of Buddhist Women’s Associa-
tions (FBWA) has been receiving special donations in support of the 16th World
Buddhist Women’s Convention, to be held from Aug. 30 to Sept. 1, 2019, in San

Francisco.

The names below represent women being recognized and honored for their
sacrifice, hard work, dedication, generosity, pursuit of the Buddha-Dharma, and
help in the propagation of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism.

In recognizing your Obaachan, mother, aunt, sister, or group of women, you
are also honoring them for the very special role they have played in your life.

Your name, together with the names of those you wish to honor, will be writ-

California Avenue Norge - Mrs. Cho
& Mrs. Park-Chang, Placer Buddhist
Women’s Association ~ Past & Pres-
ent BWA Members, Tom & Lorraine
Sakata -~ Miwa Noyoshi, Wendy Adachi
~ Shiki Ito & Wakako Adachi, Yoshiko
Adachi & Kimiko Takata, Lynn Black
~ Koto Ogaki, Irene Kawamura, Aiko
Fujii -~ Arigato Obaachan, Suzanne
Fujinari ~ Omitsu Taketa, John &
Debbie Hiramoto - Sumiko Hiramoto,
Elso Kanagawa, Janis Hirohama & Jim
Pollard - Sachi Ochiai, Yasu Hiro-
hama, Kathy Ito -~ Chizuko Ito, Mine
Ito, Russell Kagehiro - Elsie Kagehiro,
Noreen Kamimura ~ Aiko Okabayashi,
Sue Fujino, Louise Kamimura, Sueko
Kawamoto - Suye Kawamoto, Miyo
Yamasaki, Daniel & Nancy Martinez ~
Mary E. Root (mother), Ritsu Nabeta
(mother), Shimeno Nabeta (grand-
mother), Hatsuye Uyeno (grandmoth-
er), Lynne Matsumoto ~ Tetsuko Yama-
guchi, Yuri Yamaguchi, Lily Masuno -
Fumiko Shibata, Teruko Matsumura -~
Mrs. Seto Uchida, Ron & Karen Mu-
rakami - In Loving Memory of Moth-
ers Hideko Murakami & Yae Sasaki,
Marion Nishimura - Kazuko Yamane,

Kiku Yamane, Kuni Yamanouye,
Helen Nishimura, Karen Ritzman -
Kazu Shibata, Yasuko Wakai, Susan
Wakai, Buddhist Church of Stockton,
Aiko Rucker ~ Kimiko Otsubo, Janet
Sakahara ~ Kura Kashiwagi Hiratsuka,
Sonoye Hiratsuka Okamura, Sanaye
Okamura, Terry Sato -~ Haruye Kato,
Shizue Ito, Yoshiye Nagata, Yoshino
Kato, Terry Sato - Hanae Watanabe,
Wanda Kato, Haruyo Kato, Ted Shi-
moide ~ Hatsugiku Uchizono, Kiyoko
Takashima ~ Yasuno Uyenishi, Shi-
mano Taketa & Hanayo Takashima,
Judith Urabe - Mitzi Michiko Saito,
Rev. Patricia Usuki ~ Mrs. Kiwano
Shiraishi, Judy Terao Uyema & Family
~ Mary Sasaki Terao, Joyce ]. Yamada

- Matsu Kawano, Masako Kawano,
Tomi Yamada, Jane Yamamoto ~ Mrs.
Mary Yagura, Mrs. Shizue Yamamoto,
Mrs. Naoe Yagura, Mrs. Tsugi Yoneda,
Louie & Irene Yamanishi -~ Asayo Ya-
manishi, Kiyoko Fujita, Alison Yoshi-
hara - Madame Kazue Kudo, Kelly &
Jayne Tan -~ Teruko Tsumura, Kazue
Hashiguchi -~ Sueno Hashiguchi, Toshi
Ouchida, Jamie, Aaron, JoDee Hirota ~
Grandma Konoye Hirota, Edna Horiu-

Campaign Donors and Honorees

ten on colored “Bodhi Leaves” corresponding to your donation level (please see

donation form).

The Bodhi leaves will be put on display throughout the weekend at the World
Buddhist Women’s Convention this summer.

To donate and honor the special women in your life, please go to the wbwc.org
website and click on the “Donation” button to download the form.

For information or question, please contact Terrie Masuda at terriemasuda@

wbwconvention.org.

Donors are listed first, followed by the honoree’s name(s) in bold print. Thank
you to all of the donors, and Arigatou Obaachan and all honorees!

chi - Usako Oda (grandma), Emiko
Oda Ikeda (mother), Stan & Nancy Ito
~ Midori Satow, Isao Ito, Kiku Suzuki,
Sharon Kotabe - Kiyoko Kamezaki
Inaba, Toki Kamezaki, Keiko Otani

~ Chisato Otani, Mary Mario Ito,
Mitz Otsuka ~ Tome Otsuka, Tsuchi
Kinoshita, Helen Sakaishi - Chizuko
Mary Sakaishi, Mary Michiko To-
kano, Cathy Tsukimura - Natsuyo
Tsukimura, June Yamagata - Satsuki
Kusumoto, Ai Yamagata, Kikuko Y.
Freeman ~ Kikue Yamanaka, Tamie
Kameda, Dean & Rise Hirabayashi -
Akie Hirabayashi, Norma Inouye, Yasu
Hirabayashi, Priscilla Mui ~ Orie Mio,
Julie Akiko Gladsjo - Asako Sakata,
Rosalind Sakata, Joyce Sakata, Daisy
Tsujimoto, Lianne Tsujimoto-Wong &
Gail Tsujimoto-Cho - Tome Tsujimoto,
Makawao Buddhist Temple BWA - In
honor of the Obachans of Makawao
Buddhist Temple Fujinkai and Asoka
Clubs, Sara Kashima -~ Yoshiko Kashi-
ma, Shirley Gee - Tatsuko Takemori,
Isao Ito, Lynne M. Kataoka ~ Polly T.
Kataoka (mother), Shintaku, Yamasaki
& Kruse Family - Sumiko Yamasaki

& Misao Shintaku, Karen Kamine

Behr - Sazae Kamine, Aiko Kamine ~
Sazae Kamine, Kinu Negishi, Gerry
Nakano Tsukiji - Misao Nakano, Saye
Uyemura, Mildred Yaeko Nakano,
Ruth Kikuye Tsuruda, Patricia Bungo
& Amy Yoshikawa -~ Asako Honda &
Yoshiye Sue Bungo, Kathy Nishimoto
~ Nami Okada, Sami Okada, Shiki
Hamada, Janet Arakawa - Kikuyo
Sekino (BCSF), Miyo Nakanishi (Palo
Alto BC), Mr. & Mrs. Ace Hanada -~
Sakue Kamiji, Matsue Handa, Rose
Chikuma Takamoto -~ Reverend Mrs.
Mutsuyo Tsunoda, Barbara Finn -
Mutsuko Kitasako, Carol A. Tsunezumi
~ Mrs. Akiyo Tomonaga, Mrs. Tsugie
Tsutsui, Debbie & Don Shimizu ~ Emi
Shimizu, Allison, Emily, Aaron & Avery
Doami - Machi Doami, Charlene
Yoritsune & Janice Yoritsune ~ Shiseko
Yoritsune, Rev. Ellen Hamada Crane

- Masako Hamada, Konobu Kawate,
Shiki Hamada, Rev. & Mrs. Marvin
Harada - In memory of Kane Harada,
Misao Tameno, Sayo Shimojima, Take
Hirabayashi & Gloria Shimajima, In
honor of Ruth Harada, Yukiko Hirata
~ Tsui Hirata, Takiko Kabumoto,
Yumi Yasuda - Mitsu Carl

Editor’s Note: This is the first of a
two-part series on the BCA’s Minister’s
Assistant Program.

Rev. Jerry Kyosei Hirano
Salt Lake City Buddhist Temple

Through this two-part article, it is
my intention to help clarify the impor-
tant ecclesiastical relationship we have
with our mother organization, the Jodo
Shinshu Hongwanji-ha in Kyoto, Japan,
and the role the BCA plays within this
big picture.

I also hope to help dispel any confu-
sion as to who the religious leaders of the
Buddhist Churches of America (BCA)
are, and the roles they play especially
as they relate to the BCA Minister’s As-
sistant Program and the programs at the
Jodo Shinshu Center. As Director of
the BCA Minister’s Assistant Program
(MAP), I am hoping these articles will
bring some clarity to these areas.

The origins of the Minister’s As-
sistant Program goes back to the time
of BCA Bishop Hakubun Watanabe,
and was further developed under the
tenure of Bishop Koshin Ogui. As with
so many of our BCA programs, it has
taken some time to fully evolve and
implement. I am happy to announce
that this program was approved by the
BCA Ministers’ Association.

What is a Minister’s Assistant?

The BCA Minister’s Assistant Pro-
gram was established to fulfill exactly
what the name implies: to assist min-
isters. It was started over 20 years ago
as an experimental program. Having
developed and evolved over the years
since, the Minister’s Assistant Program
has now been approved by the BCA
Ministers Association.

What Is a Minister’s Assistant?

Certified Minister’s Assistant during the recent Eastern District Council meeting held in Cleveland,
Ohio. The Seabrook Buddhist Temple is a small rural Temple in southern New Jersey where the
famous Seabrook Farms is located. Rev. Earl Ikeda of the New York Buddhist Church is the
Supervising Minister of Seabrook.

The levels of BCA Minister’s As-

sistants are:

Minister’s Assistant with Kyoshi:
Title “Reverend”

Minister’s Assistant with Tokudo:
Title “Reverent”

Certified Minister’s Assistant: No title
Minister’s Assistant: No title

The BCA Minister’s Assistant Pro-
gram falls under the jurisdiction of the
BCA Ministers Association. This pro-
gram is open to BCA temple members
who are specifically recommended by
their resident or supervising Kaikyoshi
minister. Members recommended for
the Minister’s Assistant Program must
also have the approval by their local

temple board.

It should be noted that Minister’s
Assistants who have received Tokudo
and/or Kyoshi, but have not received
the status of “Kaikyoshi” or “Kaikyoshi-
ho” shall be considered “Minister’s As-
sistants” and not “Assistant Ministers.”

Perhaps this is where much confu-
sion lies. When an individual, regardless
of their country of origin, is ordained
as a Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha priest
(Soryo), he or she receives the title
“Reverend.” This person is registered
as a priest to one of the 11,000 Jodo
Shinshu Hongwanji-ha temples world-
wide.

Most American-born priests are
registered with the Buddhist Church of
San Francisco under the jurisdiction of

the BCA. Those individuals born in or
from Japan, in a majority of cases, will
be registered under a temple in Japan
(i.e., their home temple).

However, to be ordained as a priest
for the BCA, the BCA requires that the
following qualifications be met:

All non-Japanese nationals must:

1. Complete the two-year Corre-
spondence Course administered
by Jodo Shinshu International
Office (JSIO);

2. Be certified as BCA Minister’s
Assistant for a minimum of two
years and receive a favorable
interview by the Office of the
Bishop; and

3. Successfully complete a mini-
mum of four of the eight IBS

courses required for Jodo
Shinshu Hongwanji-ha Kyoshi
Certification.

To be accepted into the BCA Min-
ister’s Assistant Program, the following
criteria must be met:

1. Individuals must be
mended for the program as a
Minister’s Assistant by their
resident Kaikyoshi minister (or
supervising minister), and must
work for a minimum of two
years under their supervision
while completing the two-year
Jodo Shinshu Correspondence
Course, and learning the ritu-
als, doctrine and history of Jodo
Shinshu Hongwanji-ha.

This process helps to establish

eligibility for becoming a Certi-

fied Minister’s Assistant; upon the
recommendation by the temple

Kaikyoshi and approval by the local

recom-

Continued on Page 5
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Year in Japan Filled With Challenges, Gratefulness

By Rev. Tadao Koyama
BCA Ministerial Student

I have now been living in Japan for over a year and
I have learned so much in that time.

I am very grateful for my experience at Chao
Bukkyo Gakuin (Hongwanji’s Central Buddhist
Training Seminary) and would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank the teachers and my fellow students
for taking care of me and encouraging me all the way
through.

When school first started, classes were quite chal-
lenging as my level of the Japanese language was rusty
at best. I could understand about 40 percent of the
lectures given by the teachers. Thankfully, the teach-
ers wrote a lot of their main points on the board, so I
could try to quickly copy the kanji and translate them
when [ returned home.

However, as time went on, I began recognizing
more and more and remembering key phrases the
senseis would often repeat in the lectures.

In addition, many of the senseis and my fellow
classmates would take me aside from time to time and
check in with me to make sure I was doing alright and
that the lectures weren’t going to fast for them. I am
forever grateful for their kindness.

The schedule at Chué Bukkyo Gakuin was incred-
ibly busy. In a week, we had 18 classes to attend and
that did not include morning service, and rehearsals if

our group was scheduled to perform service.

Despite the tough schedule and often stressful
speed of the classes, I am still incredibly happy and
grateful I went through this process. It is because of
the efforts and the encouragement from the senseis
and fellow classmates at Chuo Bukkyo Gakui, that I
was able to graduate and was somewhat prepared for
Kyoshi Kyoshu (Kyoshi certification training).

For me, Ky6shi Kyoshu was an incredibly difficult
and challenging experience. I did not realize how
attached and dependent on my friends and family (as
well as modern technology) I was before I went in for
the 10-day training period.

Not being allowed to communicate with my loved
ones was extremely difficult and I found myself in
times of extreme loneliness and sadness.

There were even moments during Kyéshi Kyoéshu
when I wondered if | was really able to do this. Before
-- and I am sure my close friends and family would
agree -- I would display large amounts of overconfi-
dence and bravado. Foolishly, I thought that I would
take Japan by storm since I studied so much of the
history and of Buddhism in the past, this experience
would be easy! How wrong I was.

So while I am definitely still in recovery mode,
and am quivering with anticipation before I start my
schooling at Gonshiki Shidé Sho (Hongwanji’s Ritual
and Ceremony Training Center), I am very grateful
that I was given this opportunity to teach me just how
much more I need to continue bettering myself and

B T Lol 8 =,

Rev. Tadao Koyama, a BCA ministerial student, reflects on his
time in Japan and his experience at Chiié Bukkyb Gakuin
(Hongwaniji’s Central Buddhist Training Seminary).

the way I carry myself as an aspiring minister for the
BCA.

One of the main messages the senseis would say
during Kyoshi Kydshu was that this does not mean we
stop learning.

I would like to once again thank the BCA for
supporting me and the many wonderful friends and
family for their continued love and support.

‘After Mindfulness” Retreat Set June 29-30 in Berkeley

Mindfulness has become so popu-
lar, it’s now become a personal lifestyle
brand.

On June 29-30, Buddhists and
non-Buddhists will join in Berkeley to
ask, “What’s After Mindfulness?”

The two-day wurban retreat will
feature talks from a diverse group of
teachers, meditation, yoga and shar-

ing where you can put new insights in
practice.

The Buddhist Churches of America
is excited to be a partner organization
for this event, and encourages BCA
temples and affiliates to volunteer and/
or register for the event.

The roster of international speakers
will include Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara,

resident minister of Berkeley Buddhist
Temple, and program coordinator of
the Hongwanji Office. Reiko Iwanaga
(Hanayagi Reimichi), a coordinator of
the Buddhist Church San Jose Betsuin
Bon Dancing, will introduce and teach
Bon Dancing for all to join in.

BCA members and friends are in-
vited to participate in this community-

building gathering.

Regular registration is $108 for the
two-day event and BCA members may
receive a 10 percent discount with a
special registration code by contacting
BCA Center for Buddhist Education at
cbe@bcahq.org or at 510-809-1460.

For more information, go to After-
mindfulness.org

Minister’s Assistant

Continued from Page 4

temple board, the minister’s as-
sistant is certified by the Office of
the Bishop. Unless the individual
wishes to move to the next level,
the Minister’s Assistant can stay at
this level indefinitely.

2. A Certified Minister’s Assistant
(MA) is then be eligible to at-
tend the BCA Minister’s Assis-
tant Program (MAP) seminars.
Certified Minister’s Assistants
are required to attend at least
one BCA MAP seminar every
year in order for certification
to remain active. Failure to do
this can result in revocation of
certification by their temple
Kaikyoshi or the Office of the
Bishop. The individual may
also opt to remain at this level
unless they choose to move up
to the next level for Tokudo
ordination.

3. An MA with Tokudo ordina-
tion aspirations must have the
intention to pursue eventual
Kyoshi certification. Because
Tokudo ordination requires the
oath of a Jodo Shinshu priest,
commitment to this path is
only the beginning, not an end
of itself. It is one’s personal
commitment to study and train
in Jodo Shinshu tradition for
oneself.

It is not a status, or even an ac-
complishment, but rather the mani-
festation of one’s acceptance of the
Nembutsu teachings and desire to
share these teachings formally.

To qualify for this level, the in-
dividual must enroll at the Institute

of Buddhist Studies and interview
with the Office of the Bishop. The
Tokudo aspirant will be asked if they
intend to complete the Shin Buddhist
Certificate program (eight courses at
IBS, which can be taken online).

To be eligible to receive the Toku-
do ordination, they must complete at
least four of the eight required classes.
Upon completion of the IBS Shin Bud-
dhist Certificate Program, the Tokudo
Minister’s Assistant will be eligible to
conduct all services required at the
local temple, with the supervision of a
BCA Kaikyoshi minister.

4. This brings us to the final level
of a Minister’s Assistant. This
is the Minister’s Assistant with
Kyoshi. This person will be
qualified to perform all the
rituals necessary at a BCA
temple, with the supervision
of a BCA Kaikyoshi minister.
They will have served as a
Minister’s Assistant for a mini-
mum of four years, received the
recommendation of their local
resident  Kaikyoshi
under whom they have been
training, and will have received
Tokudo and completed the
Jodo Shinshu Certificate pro-
gram through the IBS.

5. In theory, anyone ordained is
a “Soryo” of the Jodo Shinshu
Hongwanji-ha; those serving in
BCA shall fall directly under
the jurisdiction of the BCA
Office of the Bishop. Unless
such individuals have received
Kaikyoshi-ho  or Kaikyoshi
status, they shall follow the
same rules established for all
Minister’s Assistants, such as
attending one MAP seminar
per year, etc. In this way, they

minister

will be much better equipped
to serve the needs of their
Sangha under the supervision
of the local Kaikyoshi.

Because of the anticipated shortage
of Kaikyoshi in the next several years,
together with our desire to expand
the reach of our ministry and sharing
the Buddha’s teaching throughout
the world, the need for capable and
well-rounded ordained priests cannot
be emphasized enough. The cur-
rent Minister’s Assistant Program,
approved and endorsed by the BCA
Ministers Association, is being fully
implemented by Bishop Kodo Umezu
and his administration.

Notably, this training program is
the only English language program
that meets the ordination require-
ments as set forth by the Jodo Shinshu
Hongwanji-ha. Two of our recently
conducted MAP seminars held on Jan.
24-26 and April 4-6, 2019 at the Jodo
Shinshu Center (JSC) in Berkeley,
California, were attended by many
BCA Minister’s Assistants, as well as
five individuals from the United King-
dom and three from Canada.

The upcoming World Buddhist
Women’s Convention from Aug. 30
to Sept. 1, 2019, in San Francisco,
California will be considered a MAP
certification continuing education
seminar. Following the world con-
vention, the next MAP seminar will
be held on Oct. 3-5, at the JSC. All
of these seminars are organized and
conducted under the direction of the
Office of the Bishop, the BCA Center
for Buddhist Education and the Min-
ister’s Assistant Program.

Should you have any questions,
please contact the BCA Center for
Buddhist Education or Rev. Jerry
Hirano at jkhirano@msn.com

Rev. Usuki

Continued from Page 2

my last year as a BCA minister after
nearly 20 years — and much of that
time seems to be a blur because of
the busy days and nights.

Life is an ongoing endeavor
filled with trial and tribulations,
wisdom and compassionate en-
counters, and perhaps awakening.
At later years, we seem to be ask-
ing many sincere, profound and
deeper questions which go beyond
the relative engagement of every-
day life. But the answers for such
awakening have always been there

for us.

Even D.T. Suzuki and his
followers have encountered such
moments:

To whom do I owe my present
state of mind?

To the founder, Shinran, and to
his successor Rennyo.

Being taught by these spiritual

leaders,

I have now come to this realiza-
tion.

My knowledge has come

through all the good teachers

Who have successfully transmit-
ted this teaching

How praiseworthy they all are!

While worrying over my daily life,

Fretting abour things wanted and
wanting,

I am, all the time, in company of
Amida himself.

How grateful I am!

— D.T. Suzuki, “Buddha

of Infinite Light,” Page 79
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A Short Presentation of Shin Buddhism

Editor’s Note: This is the third installment of a series of articles that Bishop Kodo Umezu would like to share with the readers
of the Wheel of Dharma. It was written by Rev. Shitoku A. Peel of Belgium some years ago and published as a small booklet. Rev.
Peel has influenced many people in Europe. Please enjoy his appreciation of Jodo Shinshu teaching.

By Rev. Shitoku A. Peel

In the Buddhist context,
the notion of “sin” doesn’t
mean the violation of divine
command or taboo. After
all, no creator-god or divine
standard of good and evil is
recognized — it is not even
mentioned.

“Sin’ is every action,
every word — but primarily
every thought and feeling
— that springs from hate,
desire or ego-illusion. “Sin”
is, in the first instance — no
matter what it is — whatever

hinders us from experiencing
unity with all other beings,
whatever blurs our clarity of
mind.

Although terms as “sin
or “good and evil” are not
appropriate from this point
of view, great importance
is given to the intention
of avoiding all “evil or un-
wholesome acts, words and
thoughts” and to doing what
is “good or wholesome.”
This. however, is not based
upon fear or punishment
nor on the desire for reward,
but on a deep conviction
about the need for a natural,

»

spontaneous and boundless
harmony with all beings.

The true meaning of
life for a Buddhist is not
in seeking wealth, comfort,
honor, power or other per-
sonal pleasure. The meaning
he wants to give to his life
comes from spiritual growth
towards wisdom and ego-less
love.

He knows that the Light
of right understanding can
enlighten his world of suf-
fering, once the dark clouds
of hatred and desire, and the
persistent mists of ignorance
and delusion have disap-

peared from his mind.

In this Light, he experi-
ences the true nature of all
beings. This true nature is
nothing other than Buddha-
hood.

Hence, for a Buddhist,
the purpose of life is simply
to “become a Buddha. After
all, Buddha is not “god” as
is often claimed, but the
embodiment of the Perfect
Enlightenment Being: Wis-
dom and Compassion.

He is a being of perfect
harmony, and seen from our
human perspective, the ideal
of being human.

My Sangha Is With Me — and ’'m With Them

Editor’s note: Melissa Opel is a Minister’s Assistant at Spokane Buddhist Temple. She and

L

By Melissa Opel
Spokane Buddhist Temple

Our second Tokudo training was intense.

Rev. Jerry Hirano reminds us several times throughout
the weekend that we don’t have to do this. We can quit and
there would be no shame. Later, during our chanting, we’re
told it’s just not good enough. Our teachers are not being
mean or trying to beat us down: This is a reality and we’re
asked to really think about why we want this.

During our time in Berkeley, my friend snaps a photo
of me in my robes to text home to my wife, Becca. Later
that day, Becca sends back photos from our temple’s spring
fundraiser, which I'm missing to be here. She tells me a few
people teared up at the photo of me, and they asked Becca
to take their picture so I would know they are with me.

When I think about why I want to embark on this
journey, I think about my Sangha. They’re my support
and they’re my family. From the moment I stepped foot
in our temple, my Sangha welcomed me. They don’t care
that I’'m gay, or overweight, or that I was a little broken by

18 ministerial aspirants from BCA, Canada, and the United Kingdom are currently training for
their Tokudo ordination this July in Japan.

organized religion. I feel embraced and they teach me so
much all the time.

I want my Sangha to have everything the larger temples
have that we can’t afford. This last year, our only minister
with Tokudo retired and although he is always there for
us, it left a hole. I plan to complete Tokudo and continue
my studies toward my Kyoshi certificate, and I hope my
temple will at least be able to have a Kyoshi minister.

Tokudo is not easy. I'm stressed most days about the
memorization, amongst other things, as I balance work,
school, temple and family. I wish I could say there was no
ego involved, that I don’t want this for myself, but I do.
I want to be part of a lineage that filled the spiritual void
in my life, and I want the Dharma to be here for others to
have the same opportunity, the same chance to encounter
Namo Amida Butsu.

Our causes and conditions have brought us to this path
for a reason. I understand what Rev. Hirano means when
he says it’s okay to quit, and it’s an attractive offer some
days, but my Sangha doesn’t quit. They’ve kept Jodo Shin-
shu going for years, even when it came close to dying out

in Spokane, and I won’t quit on them.

Bottari

Continued from Page 1

Attending temple regularly, listening to the Dharma
messages, trying to understand what the teachings
meant, provided me with a new perspective on life. I
felt encouraged because I realized that the teachings had
a direct impact on how I should live my life.

I try to apply the teachings to my everyday life — rais-
ing a family, interacting with those I am not familiar
with, managing employees, as well as teaching others
about Jodo Shinshu. It certainly is not an easy path,
but one that allows me to focus and provides me with
the tools to be compassionate, loving and understand-
ing.

I appreciate that we can live the Nembutsu in our
own way, through our own life experiences. The Nem-
butsu path enables us to share happiness and joy, while
at other times, we share sadness and sorrow.

Whether we live in San Francisco, Honolulu, Van-
couver, Sao Paolo or Kyoto, we follow the same Nem-
butsu path in similar but unique ways.

I invite you all to join us for the 16th World Bud-
dhist Women’s Convention which will be held on Aug.
30 through Sept. 1 in beautiful San Francisco, and
hosted by Buddhist Churches of America Federation
of Buddhist Women’s Associations. I look forward to
welcoming members and friends from throughout the

world to the City by the Bay!

Rev. Akahoshi

Continued from Page 2

love and care that we expe-
rienced as infants. Now, as
adults, we can appreciate
this reality of support that
has not been earned. We
receive this support as a
natural response of humans.

This is the basic mes-
sage of the 18" Vow in the
Larger Sutra. Voicing the
Buddha’s Name as “Na Man
Da Bu” is acknowledging
Amida’s gift of compassion
which we receive from our
fellow humans. Although
these concepts allude to the
spiritual aspects of awaken-
ing, it is the human experi-
ence of the limited ego in
illness, that can provide a
sense of the deeper mean-
ing.

For many of us, the act of
receiving may be difficult.
But it is an opportunity to
experience the insufficiency

of self-power. It can open
us up to acknowledge the
efforts of others. For those
who are able to give, there is
joy in knowing that we have
something to offer others.
The act of giving connects
us with others. Caring for
others could be considered

a burden.

However, a shift in
perspective  reveals  the
noble human quality of

serving others. Giving and
receiving permeates our
daily lives. The voicing of
“Na Man Da Bu” infuses a
spiritual quality of joy that
enhances our lives.

“Na Man Da Bu”
awakens us to the beauty
and beneficial reality of
interdependence and is an
experience of awakening to
the pure realm of human

life.

Wilson

Continued from Page 3

among our nation’s young women
and, to a non-Christian Scout,
conveys a positive message about the
worth of all religious traditions.

At the closing ceremony of the
Girl Scouts 1993 National Conven-
tion, after the proposal passed, the
Promise was recited.

“I was overcome with tears of joy
when 211 Girl Scouts had the op-
portunity for the first time to make
the pledge in acceptance with their
beliefs,” Jean Wilson wrote in the
Wheel of Dharma issue of February
1994. “I feel a great sense of pride
in being a member of Girl Scouts of
the U.S.A. which demonstrated by
the overwhelming vote of the delega-
tions, that the membership acknowl-
edges the diversity of religious belief
and culture of all its members.”

Jean Wilson’s leadership in BCA
included over 15 years as a member
of the BCA National Board and six
years as the Chairperson of the BCA
Scouting Committee.

She served as a Director at Large,
and as a part of her campaign, wrote
that she “believes in the Buddhist
Churches of America, that Jodo
Shinshu training along with the Boy
and Girl Scout Leadership Training,
is key to the retention of youth in
the future of the BCA, that she will
support the goals of BCA, that it is
our responsibility as Buddhists to
provide the Dharma and to propa-
gate the Teachings of Nembutsu on
America and that she is committed
and prepared to devote her energy
and expertise to assist in any program
which will further our Teachings of
the Nembutsu.”

Jean and Warren Wilson, through
the San Jose Betsuin, published a
booklet titled, ”Young Buddhist
Pocket Service Book.”

Jean Wilson’s commitment to
Jodo Shinshu and to Girl Scouting
was an inspiration to many who
knew her.

Rev. Hogen Fujimoto recognized
that the Boy Scouts had a religious
Scouting award, the Metta Award,
and he and Reiko Iwanaga began
work on an award for the Girl Scouts.
Jean Wilson later joined them, and
the Girl Scout Padma Award was
created. She received the award rec-
ognized by the National GSA. Jean
Wilson was also a recipient of the
Wisteria Award, the adult Scouting
recognition award.

“Jean was an excellent role model,
and she exemplified a Southern
lady with her polite demeanor and
friendly manner and always with a
sweet smile,” said Jeanne Nakano,
who succeeded Jean Wilson as the
San Jose Betsuin Youth Director.

Others described Jean Wilson as
a person with compassion, who was
kind, well-organized, and a gracious
human being. One person said that
Jean Wilson was always in full Girl
Scout uniform, indicative of her
pride in Girl Scouting.

Jean Wilson is survived by her
husband of 60 years, Warren, and
daughter, Erika. Warren lives in
Georgia and Erika resides in Ne-
braska. We will all miss Jean Wilson
and her devotion to BCA. She was a
Scout leader, mentor, volunteer, and
a friend to all she met along her life’s
journey. Namo Amida Butsu!

Submirted by Sumi Tanabe, ata-
nabe@hotmail.com, and Rose Taka-
moto, gtrel300@gmail.com.



2019%6H 5

| REBKQUIER IR GO CREIOVIHER” AP QY SHITKCIEEVY BRI | D\ NI RSN ORI | EPERIACEXQ RO KSR ANAN
JpIC G HHE ORVRDERUE HESUKOSIRIRKY i B0 REVRISIORECC S | S0 QRERMITBMECERSREA #2m  LONANININUME N AN00RY B

r , m I RNERIBUS . QEQUREHUOSREY m SN0 m O<iKER ¢ R m $¥RQdonatehcaha. org #HH OO0
FHIRVEE VORI GIO ¢ QTR HS Hx  IOITIRQHEBMEH L FLERHOKEY {3800 000 ext. M- EE HIEER R TR

/7 LAREERE (@) B o ,ﬁ@ﬁ%&%ﬁ&ﬁ% ﬁ%%iﬁ%@#% HHQRAIOHULAH sz\&um,vﬁptc%ﬁf_ '000&.”'000#'«% ﬁo

e OENGE | (1L RN | SO IR R GRS
SRy 0

USOUUPE QRO KEEVY RE RIS IO (R IO
Jealiohc SIS ,%E,mibho ?_a@@eﬁ%n@%ﬁa @Em&_ ﬁm//t(b, ?Xﬁ]rvﬁAﬁ

W [ IR R QPRI RTINS 0 ,%@_% A RO 4733@7_ g I SR iz %@aﬁhb&ﬁ,
Mm@b@%%fé&iﬁw%ﬁ%ca%o %@%ﬁ QIR VBRI VRIS | MLV [HOOOK—OOOKTIMMVEATINN |
NI 3 R RHQOENQRNILENY | S RENUIURSH GOGONEMIISAICAS | NANNN] SRSV BRI~k Bc, /
ORIV WY | HREVNRIERD @%ﬂﬁ%ﬁ%@%ot%fm SIOBBOA  SHATLDXNENR AL SOOI cmjmzy,

VAR B0 OB O AT | | AR SO R O | <R LN (RN om0

| BRI USROS itk | TIREHIER ) © fooR@BCAAgE,
JHQHT” Youth z::mdmwm >mmﬂm§3m2&m UQERQIQHTNE | O O, HTasie” ” %@ﬁ& R I OO 4 EE AN

W %%@ﬁ)m\@@é%_gj?kgmﬁm%ib HEEIKQIECEN TRV SO GRN | O _éa\ SRR ABI 0| am%%%
4 HR S0P IIHKSUAREHM | HEKEIORICTY MHIRY FRERMEL O B m* [=]:=]) OGS ERIUSNN VEAT IR LS

‘ ReV. KatsuyaKusunoki ‘

SARSAON INBEEERI U SARBHE U & SO IFEERORIGINE REH | AR HORNINOOIRL SN RSV 0R i
QOGRS BOREIEROUN 36| LB AR I SOMBV AR @ﬁ% _aﬁ%@%ﬁ%éé%ﬁ%f% |
O HIKOEREREMOM NS MNLBRTCOKI 1oy QUK QIQIERY | (W BRSOy h RS [HI MV — i L i%@ﬁ%?

FHT KOOI NS @iﬁ%@@%, MRS/ A PAIQIUR MO/ D° | (PHOTRT 00T [Live the Nembutsu _&ﬁfﬁ PV <D A6 |
ERQKHBRECHR e Youth MAQNKED | g5IQMpsi I MO VI HI0UR 00 | (RISUHRIURY) | h-PIEQRURSESE | FESEERACT HLIVIABEERIR I/tux{
MEHINTY GratitudetI<BLRE | Er_._a,% Y URRRADY Y S OO ,%%A@ﬁg@a@pﬁotém K¢ HRN000 | ANNNL PR OOER ) Windht BB QRS
T \WOHHHEORQIHQIIHRAN DRI | A 1 DR O BSOS OO | MAKEROEGES GEMNEY 0mmTHidQE | RHHORVORIAIN AN ALONONN R | |

| HEEIAIIHNS JABIROSEIRIRESK QI Bl Y | b%&ﬁ%g_ookb CYSARINNOL) ” Dv—  EREUB ORI | A HNVLDXNLC Q!

Dharma School Conference in San Jose

1LY SIRU NS %mg@%%@ HEEIY (OIS FMPON | |
HER T HISOREMIMIIIIRIURR K | i MITRIAI R S QOSY %%muwﬁ , o 1T 3 s ”
HRHQERIK QOO NS FEHIIKY 1K | Y HRREE IREEIROMR VA v | B MR BT O £ |
TERIERIEE Y IEMPMNSI UQHOIRETS |0 U0 SN OV Sate” TIRGIIRGISON |5 dELE = NSf
DAKCONPS KK I EUEHPE I | HOREE IOV AQUEA SHOHIINY | S s|T . | IS |
KR 0 10BN UV S BB | 0010 I QI DN | = THIR AR LR IGAEEIEAM = 2 |
B USROS HROEY O IS QIUASS! K10 m@ﬁ, I o % El| 8 g O Ny <o ;ﬁ//ﬂfJT%%/&ﬁ@%&bﬁ&b?X
SEQKEERP | ORI NN O AR L N i
BHOTUO ORI 0. VOREIES | HGEH QR MDUREEIY £OQBRET & NG 7O RERROL b Q_w__m_m%mm”%_m,.._m
O SVQERTHEE Y REMEOWNE SR opUBBUSHOLT {01 <1 HERUUOLY | § =R RTE E ElE SEETEIL N | €2 Ourse ves, cea the word it
FHICRORECEIRBImO 00U | (o8 B OL<HREDH N T HIOC Qs | w|g| E|8| 8| 2|8 E|E|8[E|E| 88|84 2 RENKRBHICREN RN S0l Instit
BRSOV TRECENQIHUDRHNIO N | a0 JESSI I 0L HRQIII0 /ﬁ, - J— I =S I aﬁu\;&l@ﬁuy% . ;umﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁmt
KR NONNRE L LALLM A RSB R O LA DY %@ b & wwmwmm N Ty HRE Y nA(Uu —,l} 4 mﬁgﬂ@\\%ﬁ%%@Cwﬁwdof@®ﬁ§
MO TESHR? VORYEY BBV s BRI QI MEEOORLISDE DS RE D SCRELL L grERCCYR pp ) | VRS HCT DR T
- NO® TSy LB A EE S e ! N = S )
RODEQ FFBOVLHPS MEMES TBOE | QSOUVRIICULOUY DINQHIEVED | Mow spliongs o sdfRilee IS @@wf\%@gﬁ e S an )
LR SR TR SHITKOIIM AL | L N ANSHOLS A OB | L ERS-EHE L WELSERETENs W w0 ARBESTROICS” LTI HER
VR BRIRABEO AL SO IR OTHO0H | S OISR EIIOEQRYY | OQm | | H W 1HE SF EELTESE ISOMIDIN | SHERNSRIECEAE LV eReie
- h < T h S - R Eplsmos [ =208 A A = < O rle

PRI v ARGUUSIEKRII VRO | I iR SOREEK R EBUSHAN LY | ve @R i O DB = D DHISRRREOEIVLOUNRRR TR
ST 0 OIS QBN LHE O A0S || we R3H I B LS iELE N R P AREDIERRAS

. = e IIRUKER ERUDRFIES '




W

2019%6A %

/ SR N //—l/ /:\' /;;
fﬁ E”'éﬁ*t-—%&
A _ ' A

HETAMHRE/N\NBATE
UHEENFTE IIODOVTOEA

K22023F I FHRBEERANDCHENBATE L ZTORFEIRUKHAR/N\NBEILHES
BICHY). 2023 F I BEEHAREBHHO W LET,

BERAIAKLEIFE- | |T3FICTHELRYY HEARTHREEIN EBLTEITRER NI LEY . ZTAKRDIA.
WETYTEREBADEHBEF LR, FIIRFEmED KEZIADHFRIIANSNE L. ZTDIE. FEJMLFIEICEI>THIZIZZ
MBI ON AN ZITERICEHAN T RIULD HBAEARIAGALN LB, CHITEIE I DRZEICEYH D 6
FLMABIULDABANZTEOONARE I FLEROBRAERY\VIHIEKRTITABYEFIINTWET  ZLTLZDHITEK
HMOERICI-> T ZTORIL TR EEALT ZROF. TROETI-TEF |1 224F L AT ZOFUEARDFLEDH T
Y,

BB H SN T RAEFR RENFGRECHETEE BEEREIZOEHROHYDEIZINDEEEILOEMNALILIEEE
VET B> TRELIE. COMDNORVWEBILYDEEICR I TET  BICADR SO TYEER T MA. ELA,
HENIMBAL S-S LTVWET REIL, ZOLIRMEEEZDIZICKRV.BIEYDEENEZILEL LD O FEIRFE
WK THEILEHATKKEIVEL . ZLTCHEE AL ZOMBKRFELKNDFENA, EERIRFELDE XML ->TUIHE
T TLLEES>TWA Y ZBALNIIINEDTT,

HYDFEFDERIZEDCIARFEOKNEEETHYITHLE VDEHEEDIRNTUIREIIZZIHN, BT PSR EL
B TELRVENERZNDIZELRLTRETONSZIEIHY I TATDILERGEREETR T HE TR AN TIWOXL
BEORLIEES L= EI FFRFEmEN B S HFVIH N ITEHN A0 EFZFEIRE T2 52T A LA L. 2
DERD BV FIRFEmENDELAEFD L THELTEIUTENIT LV A EICAA B EZE N T TLLD,

ZHUL FIIRFELaS KD EEVE —ATHEZLDAIMGBAMANDEVELAZBLNDEVELALTELH Rk ESIIHN R
VESIHTHY. T HOLRBALELBEREONERHEEANBCITAIEETTCT . AHAICENIN. WLIWIERILEE
. ITRDODVDEHZELEDD  BEWVIISEBNVELE TEETTWIELILHEDERICHIT. RPIREIREETE D EY {A A
EHDOLIL RAREHERATHENBATELLSVICUHEE/N\BEOEBHEZE2rLICBIBAVELELLEY,

LHERINEFEHNAT

=8

T3 F
20194 1A9H

BEAFIE B & @

FEE AR ESSOF - MHHRSO0OFEHEE BARIOWT

‘ 2019%F6H 5

Buddhist Churches of America
1710 Octavia Street
San Francisco, CA 94109
FEat (415) 776-5600
FAX (415) 771-6293
Email:infolbcaha. org
forWOD:WODedi tor@hcaha. org

T
30 &
DN =
2L
p2 G

PO FXEI—E!

FEEO/N 7 R—=0BCA
T 7 HANITEHRDET,
http://buddhistchurche
sofamerica.org
/about-us/wheel-of-
dharma

A
Ty
W D
BwZTME#KII4R 158, UHHAREZREED THEHT. 2023F TBT0 THEE ARSI ESS0F - LHHARI00EF i%%
BEE I OEBIARTERLIIGONILAD T BoE W :LET, 5 3 %
EEHABIRRAF3IA2984 55021 BE T 58308 . BN B IIU T OBY T, 4E'§jé
b
7
%181 3A29A(K) ~ 4A3E(A)  6BM ?j{g“/‘
281 4R 10B(RA) ~ 4AI5H(x) 6HM . %%
%381 4A248(A) ~ 4A298(+) 6AM %2
%48 5B 6B(+) ~ SAIIA(R)  6AM ?@%%
%58 5A16B(K) ~ 5A218(8) 6 B =R
" b
RER 0isilalio, REZBIRLIEiLIR, G3%5idk, &
obarmpB VARER CaiRBRaRupieilin 13 2:0R1T
Geqlgciihoskny Cfgaslhidstagh (5RR0ELT £ B
B > D= T 2 — S N 73) :
RRBELCLETRGAE DD 3;@§Am;%§rﬁ R 5 iy 5 e
s ° = N Z \/:'_\ N _ = < S T ops - \)%\\
bosESyahbethn TELZESETRCUSELE  ORuvil: £ S
%%g%%xﬁ@%i%@% EERSITLEEOTSAN  ThRRrTac
‘ S0 koM BED EoRNR Kz A i 2B i
fg& TECHAET 20 % XS oY D ?x@g),&a% 2 %65%@ i A
ICEGRESR RS S :‘ﬁo$@§2ﬁi@m%g " EFAST
FailURRSE0ET welERRSe 8R0S EUALD; &
BOLBLOER SR ol iR 2000 So5%gban 220080 t0
GespciiiaocRttel Eegh CI2oNERY FRLRCAiiguf
P20 E2 e S5w EE THnztr *R252280%%
b RSibRBIeERogE pian  SNLRERE zeffRiipss
sc% Bl sg Eﬂz gzk 5223 % ES%
Livethe Nembutsu! %%o; %ééﬁ‘ @%%%‘L%%? b%?@%%g%%%% )
ey - e 1 % = :\, ;A VIAGZN £5) N
: LD CE TRk i m”@%ﬁﬁ>%%‘
1 woff S oot womnes conveliiion [ RIE N bEs% &%ig YsRds_m%>%
| | D I 25 2% ¥R FERZ2Rz5&Lo




