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‘Live the Nembutsu’ Resonates at WBWC
Nearly 1,700 Jodo Shinshu Buddhists ‘Bring Hearts to S.F.’

Keynote speakers Rev. Yukiko Motoyoshi, above left, and Professor Keiko Toro, center, addressed the crowd Aug. 31 at the 16th World Buddhist Women’s Convention. (Photos courtesy of Mark Shigenaga)

Transcending barriers of
language, culture and geogra-
phy, the 16th World Buddhist
Women’s Convention’s theme,
“Live the Nembutsu,” reso-
nated throughout the Labor
Day weekend in San Francisco.

The convention was hosted
by the BCA Federation of Bud-
dhist Women’s Associations,
a member organization of the
World Federation of Jodo
Shinshu Hongwanji-ha Bud-
dhist Women’s Associations.
The convention is held every
four years.

The 16th World Buddhist
Women’s Convention took
place from Aug. 30 to Sept.
1 and drew a total of 1,677
Nembutsu followers. A total of
860 women and men from the
BCA attended the convention
at the San Francisco Marriott
Marquis.

His Eminence Monshu
Kojun Ohtani, 25th spiritual
head of the Jodo Shinshu
Hongwanji-ha, welcomed the
huge crowd with an address
following the opening service
on the morning of Aug. 31.

The first of two keynote
speakers, Keiko Toro, an inde-
pendent scholar of “Everyday
Buddhism,” gave a dynamic,
wide-ranging  talk, sharing
how to “Live the Nembutsu”
-- “which I receive now, not

as a minister and also not as a
scholar today.” She presented
her message in Japanese, with
simultaneous translation in
English and Portuguese.

She highlighted the Bud-
dhist story of “The Two Rivers
and the White Path,” quoted in
Shinran Shonin’s major work,
the “Kyogyoshinsho; The True
Teaching, Practice, and Real-
ization of the Pure Land Way.”

In the story, she explained,
the river of fire represents
anger and a river of water
represents greed and between
them lies the single path of
the Nembutsu. She shared the
difficult decision to pursue the
path of the Nembutsu outside
of academia.

Toro also touched on how
to address the blind passions of
anger, greed and ignorance.

“As long as we live in this
world, we can’t get rid of our
blind passions like anger, greed
and attachments,” she said.
“Therefore, whenever we notice
our inner blind passions in our
daily lives, it is a great chance
for us to recite the Nembutsu
and listen to the Dharma for
us. In reciting the Nembutsu,
our evil is transformed into
virtue. Then we can follow
our hearts with Amida Buddha
here and now.”

She described sharing one

practical way -- “which I'm
practicing now to live the
Nembutsu anywhere in the
world.” It was a collection of
Nembutsu poems entitled,
“After the diagnosis of cancer,”
by Ayako Suzuki.

She mentioned one poem in
particular:

The Nembutsu

Gives me

The power

To accept my condition
As I am

“Whenever I read this poem,
it always gives me the power
to live through my life,” she
said. “Especially when I was in
difficult situations, I received
the strength to overcome my
difficulties. I am determined
to live today with the power of
Nembutsu.”

She ended her keynote
speech inviting the estimated
1,700 attendees to join her in
reciting the Nembutsu, filling
the large room with the sounds
of “Namo Amida Butsu.”

Rev. Yukiko Motoyoshi,
resident minister of the Bud-
dhist  Church of Stockton,
delivered the second keynote
speech, in English with simul-
taneous translation in Japanese
and Portuguese. In a talk that
was humorous, heartfelt and

highly personal, Rev. Motoyo-
shi described the role that the
Nembutsu and the Buddhist
teachings played in helping her
decide her Nembutsu path.

She spoke about two people
who had a great impact on her
Nembutsu life -- her paternal
grandmother and her father,
who she said made her feel
special. She credited both of
them for opening the path of
the Nembutsu to deal with her
inferiority complex as a child
and young adult.

“For a long time, I was my
grandmother’s favorite grand-
child,” Rev. Motoyoshi said.
“One of the reasons, I believe,
is that I looked just like my
father. There are only three
people in this entire world who
think he is a handsome per-
son: himself, his wife and his
mother ... When I was a baby,
I looked exactly like my father.
How could my grandmother
reject me?”

Rev. Motoyoshi said: “My
grandmother embraced me just
as I was. If you know there is
someone who can accept you
just as you are, you feel secure.
My existence, how trivial it
might have been, was affirmed
by my grandmother.”

She spoke about her feel-
ings of inferiority rising again
as a student at the University

of Wisconsin at Madison and
during her time in Japan study-
ing Jodo Shinshu.

“I was not able to sincerely
accept Amida Buddha nor
recite the Nembutsu,” she said.
“But I was extremely fortunate.
I was surrounded by ministers
and members who were not
only patient and kind, but also
embraced me just as I was.
Throughout my ministry, I
was always surrounded by so
many people who guided and

nurtured me. I owe them much

gratitude.”

“Life is a series of ups and
downs -- happiness, sadness,
loneliness, despair, and so

forth,” she said in her closing
remarks. “Regardless of what
we face in our life, we are
responsible to make each mo-
ment of our life true and real.”

She said she is a person who
doesn’t make the right decision
all the time, but added: “Yer, 1
am happy with my life because
I have met the Nembutsu in
my life. I am taking responsi-
bility for my own life, and I am
trying to live this precious and
valuable life the best way that
I can.”

The workshops held Aug.
31 covered a variety of topics,
including: Lady Takeko Kujo;

Continued on Page 5

“Tokudo Boot Camp’ Was Transformative Experience for Aspirants

By Rev. Maribeth “Smitty”
Hokai Smith
Minister’s Assistant

Buddhist Temple of San Diego

During the final Tokudo prep
session at the Jodo Shinshu Center
in Berkeley this past May, Bishop
Kodo Umezu talked with me briefly
during a break period, reassuring me
that I would have no trouble with the
upcoming “Tokudo Boot Camp” in
July at Nishiyama Betsuin in Kyoto.
this because he knew

He said

camp, just as he had in a past life.
Regimentation, discipline, strict

standards of conduct,

instructors, attention to detail, rig-
orous schedules, uniform and room
inspections, demanding testing; we
reminisced about that shared experi-
ence, and Bishop Umezu mentioned
that he still folds his socks the way
he was taught to in Navy boot camp.

That made me smile. I gave up
that practice long ago. I also knew
that “Tokudo Boot Camp” wouldn’t
be easy, but he had put my mind at

c€asc.

exacting

The new Tokudo recipients pose for

a group photo July 16 at Nishiyama
Betsuin in Kyoto. Front row, from left,
are: Li Jinyun (China), Amy Umezu
(BCA/Gardena), Chan Kaho (Hong
Kong), Jeff Haines (Canada), Cynthia
Yasaki (BCA/Oakland) and Todd
Tsuchiya (BCA/Twin Cities). Middle
row, from left, are: Liu Kunyong (China),
Caroline Brazier (United Kingdom),
Melissa Opel (BCA/Spokane), Anita
Kazarian (BCA/Cleveland), David
Quirke-Thornton (United Kingdom) and
Akiko Rogers (BCA/Berkeley). Back
row, from left, are: Landon Yamaoka
(BCA/Palo Alto), Tanis Moore (Canada),
Enrique Galvan-Alvarez (United
Kingdom) Maribeth Smith (BCA/San
Diego), CJ Dunford (BCA/Berkeley),

Kaitlyn Mascher-Mace (BCA/Denver),
Roland lkuta (Canada) and Louella
Matsunaga (United Kingdom). (Courtesy
of Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara)

that in a past life, I had endured and
emerged successfully from the longer
and more demanding Navy boot

Our group of 20 Tokudo aspi-

Continued on Page 5



PAGE 2

WHEEL OF DHARMA

BISHOP’S MESSAGE

Appreciating Jiichan’s Words of Wisdom During O-Higan

By Rev. Kodo Umezu
BCA Bishop

“Better than a speech of a
thousand vain words is one
thoughtful word which brings
peace to the mind. Better than a
poem of a thousand vain verses is
one thoughtful line which brings
peace to the mind. Better than
a hundred poems of vain stanza
is one word of the Dharma that
brings peace to the mind.”

— Dhammapada
(Translated by
Eknath Easwran)

“We realize that we are ordi-
nary beings full of evil passions,
with little stock of good, subject
to transmigration in the three

worlds, and unable ro escape this
burning house ...

— Kyo-gyo-shin-sho

In last month’s column,
I shared my appreciation of
Baachan. This month, I would
like to share my appreciation
of Jiichan (Grandpa).

He was a Hongwanji-ha
Fukyo-shi (a Hongwanji-ha
certified speaker) and used to
travel throughout Japan. He
had a very interesting episode
in Hokkaido.

He wanted to catch a train
at a local station, but had to
wait for hours and would not
be able to make it to the next
scheduled event. He somehow
convinced the station master
to stop one express train at the
local station, so he was able to
get on board and go to the next
place.

I remember him being a
person of deep wisdom. When
I was getting ready to go to
Ryukoku University, I needed
to find a job that allowed me
to make income to support
myself. My Jiichan introduced
me to a temple in Osaka near
Kyoto that was looking for

This is a photo of BCA Bishop Rev.
Kodo Umezu’s Jiichan, taken in about
1960. (Courtesy of BCA Bishop Rev.
Kodo Umezu)

a live-in student minister to
help with their daily services.
He not only introduced me to
the temple, but took me there
and introduced me to the head
minister. Before he left, he told
me not to be lazy and to work
diligently.

“If you want to make a
friend, approach the person
who is the last one to speak up
in a group discussion,” he told
me.

I wasn’t sure what he meant
at the time, but I now know

why he said this. One of the
reasons is that he knew we are
ordinary people with limited
wisdom — all that comes out
of our mouths is nothing more
than our deluded thoughts and
ideas.

He also knew that the
person who speaks up last in a
group discussion is more likely
to be the best listener, for he
or she is a person who listens
to everyone else before making
any comments.

In our society today, there
are so many loud voices that are
expressed by many individuals
and groups. We hear some
truth in every voice and yet, we
often find no real and lasting
solutions to our problems.

I, myself, am among these
loud voices. Whenever I find
myself asserting my view,
thinking that I am doing some-
thing good for others, I am
reminded of Shinran Shonin’s
passage above about who we
are.

I am reminded that I should
think twice before I say any-
thing. My Jiichan was a person
who truly understood this. He

Continued on Page 6

Let Us Celebrate the Gift of Life by Living in the Nembutsu
Our Pledge

Breaking out of my shell
I will share a warm smile and speak gentle words

Just like the kind Buddha.

Not becoming lost in my greed, anger, and ignorance
I shall think and act with an open-mind
Just like the calm and peaceful Buddha

Not putting myself first
I will share in the joy and sadness of others
Just like the compassionate Buddha

Realizing the gift of life I have received
1 shall strive to live each day to its fullest
Like the Buddha who tirelessly works to liberate all.

=B DB

—. BOOBMDE)NCHECE BT &L

=

S (BR)PHEHEBLOVEEZRYICLEXT

ME(XIER)FHEO DT BILETEDXSIC

—, BEEO, VD, BALTIKRENT
LR E IR N2 LT TS
RSN EALEERDEXSIC

— BRI ZRHFICT S k&S
NEBEUTRRLAZANBEEVET
RE(CO)NCmMBABIALS TDLSIC

—. ErEhTniCickoE
HLZIKHE—MHEVWLS WD) DEDET

NG EDRNTR

CHLEFRDKSIC

By Rev. Jerry Kyosei Hirano
Co-Director of Center
for Buddhist Education

Two years ago at our mother temple
in Kyoto, Japan, Shaku Sennyo (Ko-
jun Ohtani) was installed as the 25th
Gomonshu (Abbot) of Jodo Shinshu
Hongwanji Ha (Nishi Hongwanji).

I was fortunate to have attended the

ceremony (Dento Hokoku Hoyo) where Shaku Sokunyo (Koshin
Ohtani) and Shaku Sennyo ritually transferred the position and
title from father to son. It was a very moving ceremony. At that
time, I wondered how Hongwanji would change under this new

Gomonshu.

Continued on Page 3
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“The Other Side of Goodbye’

of Goodbye.”

By Rev. Sala Sekiya

Gardena Buddhist Church

Momoe
star in 1970s Japan who retired at the
height of her popularity, put down the
microphone quietly and tearfully left
the stage in October 1980 after singing
her final song — called “The Other Side

Yamaguchi, a legendary

At the age of 14, Yamaguchi shot up to stardom, but she an-
nounced her retirement at 21 because she was getting married.
Her last song was included with messages to fans and others

who supported her.

“You told me that a star billions of light years away has also
its life span. You also told me a flower that blooms every season
has an endless life. Thank you, I cherish our moments. Here is

my last song for you instead of saying goodbye.”
This song streamed into my earphones as the airplane headed

back to San Francisco. Looking around, I saw the familiar faces of

our BCA Young Buddhist International Cultural Study Exchange
youth, sleeping peacefully as their Japan trip was coming to an

end

I met most of them for the first time July 15 in San Francisco

when the YBICSE trip began.

From that point on, they dashed through life-deepening ex-

periences every day.

They traveled to Kyoto, where they explored the heritage
of the Jodo Shinshu tradition. They had found another family
through temple home stays and interacting with members from
other international districts. Some of them had received their

Dharma names.

When we got on this plane to San Francisco, they looked
similar on the outside. But they must have been completely
transformed from the day I first met them. They grew up big in

their hearts and as people.

Continued on Page 6
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[PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE |
BCA and Social

Consciousness

Editor’s Note: This article
is excerpted from a formal paper
presented by Mr. Stambul in
2018 to the 19th Shin Buddhist
Conference in  Southampton,
England, and translated into
Japanese and republished this
year by Hongwanji-ha in its
Shuhbo Journal.

By Richard A. Stambul
BCA President

In last month’s issue, 1
discussed the existential crisis
facing BCA in the near and
distant future: As in many
other religious organizations,
our membership numbers are
dwindling, and unless we find
ways to reverse this 70-year
trend, this downward spiral
will continue.

In my column last month,
I mentioned that some BCA
churches and temples have ag-
gressively sought new members
from a more ethnically diverse
population. By so doing, they
have begun to increase their
membership.

Another way we can increase
our membership, and retain
new members, is to be more
involved in the social issues
of our time. Of course, BCA’s
involvement in social issues
should not be pursued simply
because it might increase our
numbers; it should be pursued
because it’s the right thing to
do morally and ethically. It’s
incumbent upon all religious
organizations to confront so-
cial ills: poverty, homelessness,
inadequate medical care, as
well as religious discrimina-
tion, racism and hate speech.

The question is: In what
ways can Jodo Shinshu rtake
a stand on issues of social
conscience? Just last year, in
a Shinkyo message, Monshu
Kojun Ohtani explained that
“economic disparity” is an im-
minent issue that threatens the
existence of all humanity.

“Today’s economic dispar-

ity has forced many into des-
perate poverty, and the socially
vulnerable, including children
and the elderly, have become
easy targets,” he stated.

The paper linked the issue of
poverty to armed conflicts and
terrorist attacks, concluding
that “... we must immediately
confront such issues in order to
realize our organizational pur-
pose, that is, a peaceful society
in which everyone can live life
to its fullest.”

Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto,
President of IBS, suggested
that perhaps BCA has “grown

lunch in an English garden with
Zenmon-sama, Koshin Ohtani
(Immediate Past Monshu) and
our wives.

He urged Shin Buddhists
and BCA temples to engage
directly with the social con-
sciousness rising in the world
today. I think he is right.

Historically, BCA and its
religious leaders have taken
action on a number of issues
of social consciousness. One
significant example of political
and social action is the life of
Rev. Kenryu Tsuji, who served
as Bishop of BCA from 1968 to

temples to make our members
aware of the great problems of
our day, is not new to BCA.

Will our BCA ministers and
lay leaders take up this chal-
lenge?

Some oppose such involve-
ment as beyond the doctrine
and the mission of Shin
Buddhism. But when is the
time, if ever, that we as Shin
Buddhists, as human beings,
as people interested in the civil
and religious rights of all hu-
man beings, should speak ourt?

Let me be clear. It is part
of my vision for BCA that as

“(W)e must immediately confront such issues (of social consciousness) in
order to realize our organizational purpose, that is, a peaceful society in
which everyone can live life to its fullest.”

a little too inwardly oriented.”
He wondered whether BCA
wouldn’t benefit from being
infected a bit by the religious
and global spirit of new Bud-
dhist groups engaged in issues
of social consciousness, groups
“... which place the Dharma
and its impact upon the lives
and hearts of persons in the
world at the forefront of their
religious concerns.”

In my column published
in the November 2018 Wheel
of Dharma, I talked about my

1981.

Under Rev. Tsuji’s leader-
ship, BCA opposed prayer in
public schools, objected to
inaccurate portrayals of Bud-
dhism as well as to the inclu-
sion of the unscientific theory
of creationism in California
textbooks. He issued public
statements on important social
issues such as abortion.

So, taking up socio-political
issues from an altruistic per-
spective, speaking out in pub-
lic, and discussing them in our

Shin Buddhists we ought to
be involved and engaged with
the pressing social issues of our
time, but I do not advocate
BCA’s involvement in politics,
in supporting or opposing po-
litical candidates.

Every day, we witness
poverty, homelessness and
inadequate medical care. What
can BCA do to confront such

social ills?
I think BCA ought to be

Continued on Page 5

Rev. Hirano

Continued from Page 2

This past May, 1 attended a
meeting in Kyoto for the overseas
districts of Hongwanji and there
were posters in many of the public
areas with “Our Pledge,” which I
included at the beginning of this
article, posted on the wall.

This pledge was written by our
Gomonshu, who has requested that
it be added to some of our services.
I could read some of the Japanese,
but when I returned to the United
States, Bishop Umezu sent out an
English translation. I believe this
pledge is a very good way to intro-
duce some of the basic ideals of our
Jodo Shinshu school of Buddhism.

This month, I would like to
focus on two of the ideas within of
“Our Pledge”:

Realizing the gift of life I have
received

1 shall strive to live each day to
its fullest

Like the Buddha who tirelessly
works to liberate all.

In July, we observed our Hat-
subon/Obon services for the four
temples I supervise.  For these
four temples, there are 28 people
on the Hatsubon list. The Hatsu-
bon/Obon service is the memorial
service to recognize our continued
connection to our loved ones who
have died over the past year.

I believe that death does not end
the relationships we have with our
deceased loved ones. The form may
change, but it is a very real living
relationship. This service recog-
nizes the “gift of life” we receive as
a result of the lives of all those that
have lived before us.

This relationship with all those

individuals that have come before
me is impossible to really under-
stand. I believe that it is the fact
that the entire universe and time
itself have conspired to give me the
life I have. If any one point were
to have occurred in a different way
or form, I would not exist. In the
Threefold Refuge it says, “Hard is
it to be born into human life, now
we are living it.” It is truly a won-
drous gift to have received.

However, just as it says “Hard is
it to be born ... ,” nowhere does it
say that life is easy.

In fact, this is at the base for
Buddhism with the first noble
truth stating, “Life is “Dukkha.”
Some people translate “Dukkha” as
“suffering,” but I think of it more
as not going as we want. Life does
not always conform to our expecta-
tions and this can cause immense
suffering. As a result, Buddhism
prescribes a variety of ways and
means to move beyond this suffer-
ing which all of us feel. Life can be
extremely difficult, but it is a gift
that we have received at great cost.

In this passage, it says, “I shall
strive to live each day to its full-
est.” How do we do this? When I
was younger, there had been times
when I really wondered if life was
worth living. I remember in college
when there were occasions when I
seriously wondered about whether
I wanted to live or die. As I grew
older, I found that on the occa-
sions that I was able to live a life
of service to others, life somehow
seemed to get better. As this pledge
also states:

Not putting myself first

1 will share in the joy and sadness
of others

Just like the compassionate Bud-
dha

Although this idea of putting
others first sounds cliché, it is
actually one of the truths I have
experienced to be absolutely true.
This idea of putting others first, to
live a life of service, creates a sense
that there may have been a reason
why the universe moved in amazing
ways so that I can be born. It does
not create a sense of arrogance, but
one of extreme humility.

Life is difficult and there will be
times when you may not want to
live. But if you strive to live a life
as guided in this pledge, I believe
it may help with so many of life’s
difficulties.

This said, there is one more
thing I wanted to address this
month: suicide. In 2017, Utah had
the fifth highest suicide rate in the
country for ages 10 years and older.
It is a public health crisis. I have
spoken with my own children about
suicide and the effect I have seen
on entire families. I have explained
that if they ever have thoughts of
suicide, please talk with me. I have
told them how many of us, includ-
ing myself, have had such thoughts.

Buddhism can help, but religion
alone is probably insufficient to
address its many causes and condi-
tions. I have read in a variety of
articles about people questioning
whether meditation or religion
should be able to overcome a vari-
ety of mental health issues. 1 want
to state here and now that neither
Buddhism nor any religion can cure
mental illness. However, in many
cases medical treatment can.

This gift of life is precious, but
this gift of life can be extremely
difficult. Obon is a time to reflect
on the relationships that have given
us this gift.

However, if you feel that this

Continued on Page 6

Student Reflects on
YBICSE’s Lessons,

Experiences

The members of the 2019 Young Buddhist International
Cultural Study Exchange participated in a nine-day program
in July that was sponsored by the Hongwanji-ha in Kyoto. The
exchange program participants are shown posing for a photo.
In front row, from left, are: Kellie Lee (Sacramento), Allison
Tanaka (Sacramento) and Victoria Shinkawa (Mountain View).
In the middle row, from left, are: Rev. Sala Sekiya (leader,
Gardena), Stacey Kawabata (Mountain View), Minami Suruki
(San Mateo), Megan Miyamoto (San Fernando Valley), Kate
Shue (Pasadena), Emi Nakashima (Seattle) and Rev. Matthew
Hamasaki (leader, Sacramento). In the back row, from left, are:
Jackson Yebisu (Fresno), Brent Sakihara (Southern Alameda
County) and Nicolas Karen (Ekoji).

By Emi Nakashima
Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple

As a part of the BCA, we experience going to our
own temples every Sunday to learn about the Dharma
and the teaching of the Buddha.

Growing up going to Dharma School, we all
knew the basics of what it means to be a Buddhist.
However, as a part of the 12 participants of the 2019
Young Buddhist International Cultural Study Ex-
change trip from the Buddhist Churches of America,
we got to experience the true lifestyle of Jodo Shinshu
Buddhism in its origin country for two full weeks of
fun, learning, and new sights, scenes and people. The

Continued on Page 5
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Arigato Obaachan (Thank You Grandmother)

Campaign Donors and Honorees

The Buddhist Churches of America
Federation of Buddhist Women’s As-
sociations (FBWA) has been receiving
special donations in support of the 16th
World Buddhist Women’s Convention,
to be held from Aug. 30 to Sept. 1,
2019, in San Francisco.

The names below represent women
being recognized and honored for their
sacrifice, hard work, dedication, gener-
osity, pursuit of the Buddha-Dharma,
and help in the propagation of Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism. In recognizing
your Obaachan, mother, aunt, sister, or
group of women, you are also honoring
them for the very special role they have
played in your life.

Your name, together with the names
of those you wish to honor, will be
written on colored “Bodhi Leaves”
corresponding to your donation level
(please see donation form). The Bodhi
leaves will be put on display throughout
the weekend at the World Buddhist

Women’s Convention this summer.

To donate and honor the special
women in your life, please go to the
wbwe.org website and click on the “Do-
nation” button to download the form.

For information or question, please
contact Terrie Masuda at terriema-
suda@ wbwconvention.org.

Donors are listed first, followed by
the honoree’s name(s) in bold print.
Thank you to all of the donors, and
Arigatou Obaachan and all honorees!

September 2019 Wheel of Dharma
Arigato Obaachan Donors & Honor-
ees

Masako Sakata - Gladys Yone-
mitsu, Joyce Nakano, Helen Iwakawa,
Le Shirakawa, Rev. Ronald & Sayoko
Kobata - Harue Kobata, Shigeyo
Nishizaki, Reiko Fujimoto - Mitsuyo
Fujimoto, Kimie & Rio Iwanaga,
Ester & Steve Marks, Lily & Gaylan
Ishizu - Fumiko Yokota, Kimie &
Rio Iwanaga, Reiko Iwanaga - Helen

Chizuko Iwanaga, Mark Mano & Lisa

White - Yukiko Fujii, Marina Mano,
Corey Mano ~ Irene Midori Mano,
Patricia Ford - Etsuko Wakayama,
Howard, Mika, Euki & Elli Sawada -
Akeko Sawada (In Memory), Chikako
Sakamoto - Mrs. Youko Uota, Grace
Kanomata - Chiyoko Grace Fuku-

moto, Kazui & Janet Inouye - Sakaye
Kawahara, Kiyoko Yamasaki - Tsui

Yamasaki, Beverly Tanaka - Yae Miyao
(Grandma), Masaye Miyao (Mother),
Nobuko Tanaka (Mother-in-law),
Dina, Alan, Brian, Loree, Pam, Heidi,
Jonathan ~ Yoshiko Hirahara Kimura,
Mindy, Erin, Mike, Heidi, Derek, Kris,

Reid, Brice, Kimi - Etsuko Yano, Alice
Tamotsu Kataoka, Fusa

Kataoka -
Takeda

Correction: We apologize for the

errors (correction underlined) ap-
pearing on the previous acknowledge-
ment: Richard Kaku & Dorothy Sato -
Tomo Yano Hatakeda (obaachan)

Your Dana Helps the Buddha-Dharma Flow

By Rev. Dr. Seigen Yamaoka
Institute of Buddhist Studies Vice President of Development

Your generous spirit of supporting the Dharma growth in
America, following the dreams of our early pioneers who fo-
cused on education and sharing the teachings of the historical
Buddha and Shinran Shonin, is truly heartwarming,.

We are grateful in Nembutsu for your ongoing support.

We have received the following amounts in the IBS

General Donations: $46,342.54

Angeles Investment Advisors

West Los Angeles Buddhist Temple
Sachiko Araki & Tad Araki

Minnie Babamoto

Gordon Bermant

Victoria Brundage

Ben Chikaraishi & Kiyo Chikaraishi

Koko Doami, in memory of Rev. John Doami
Richard Endo & Emilie Endo

Enmanji Buddhist Women’s Association
Rose Fujii

Jack Fujimoto & Grace Fujimoto

Setsuko Furuike & Dennis Furuike

Deanna Hanashiro & Robert Hanashiro, in memory of
Mrs. Shigeko Yamaoka

Marianne Hane & Frank Oaks

Masako Hane

Shelley Hatakeyama, in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Shigeto
Miura

Janis Hirohama & James Pollard

Nancy Hirota, in memory of Ike Hirota
Rosie Kakuuchi & Christine Kakuuchi
Miyoko Kaneta, in memory of Kito Kaneta
Hiroshi Kashiwagi & Sadako Kashiwagi
Kiyoshi Katsumoto & Emiko Katsumoto
Sueko Kawamoto

Gayle Kono

Mieko Kono & Yoshio Kono

Katsuya Kusunoki & Ayano Kusunoki

Joyce Maniwa & Robert Maniwa

Kiyoko Masuda & William Masuda

Don Matsubara & Katie F. Matsubara
Beverly Matsuishi & Edward Matsuishi
David Matsumoto & Diane Matsumoto
George Matsunaga & Emiko Matsunaga
Roy Matsuo & Masako Matsuo

Jeffery Matsuoka

Don Miyada & Setsuko Miyada

Helen Mori & Osamu Mori

Leroy Morishita & Barbara Hedani-Morishita
Michiko Mukai

Linda Nakamura & Gregory Nakamura, in honor of Rev.
Dr. Seigen Yamaoka

Russell Nakano

Mits Nakayama

Linda Oda

Herbert Osaki & Etsuko Osaki

Annual Giving Program from Jan. 1, 2019, to July 31,
2019: Institutional Development (General), $53,130.04;

General  Scholarship, ~ $8,200;  General = Donation/
General Scholarship  (split), $2,225; Scholarship-Shin
Buddhist Ministry, $8,293.27; Accreditation, $50,000;

is $336,856,33.

Jerry Osumi & Eleanor Osumi

Keiko Otani, in memory of Reiko Otani
Charles Ozaki & Teri Ozaki

William Redmond

Noriko Sakamoto & Oscar Sakamoto, In memory of
Hideo & Kiyomi Yamashita

Helen Sasaki & LaVerne Sasaki

Kay Schellhase & Richard Schellhase
Tadanobu Shibata

Sei Shohara & Yasuko Shohara

Margo Spears

Elizabeth St. Marie

Pearl Sugimoto

Ronald Suzuki & Kyoko Suzuki

Paul Tomita & Mabel Tomita, in memory of Shigeko
Yamaoka

Alan Tomiyama & Akiko Tomiyama
Reiko Tsuchida & Steve Tsuchida
Sakaye Tsuiji

Kodo Umezu

Patricia Usuki

Richard Uyematsu & Susan Uyematsu
Herbert Wong & Sandra Wong

Nancy Wong & Roger Wong

Larry Yamaoka & Vickie Yamaoka

Sue Yamasaki

Dorothy Yanagi

Anonymous Donor

General Scholarship: $9,412.50
Misako Akiyama

Kiyoto Arakawa & Jeanette Arakawa

Tad Araki

Ashland Howakai

Dorothy Bloom

Enmaniji Buddhist Women’s Association
Rose Fujii

Paul Fujita & Joyce Fujita

Miles Hamada & Lorraine Lowe Hamada
Deanna Hanashiro & Robert Hanashiro, in memory of
Mrs. Shigeko Yamaoka

Kiyome Hirayama & Bruce Hirayama
Nancy Hirota

Mikiye Honda

Yvette Hornig & Philip Hornig

Miyoko Kaneta, in memory of Kito Kaneta
Kiyoshi Katsumoto & Emiko Katsumoto
Daijaku Kinst

Named Endowed Scholarship additions, $145,100; Named
Professional Chair additions, $50,000; and FBWA Eshinni/
Kakushinni Chair, $17,908.

For the year, the total to date is $87,556. The overall total

Joyce Maniwa & Robert Maniwa

George Matsunaga & Emiko Matsunaga

Chiyoko Masumoto

Helen Mori & Osamu Mori

Carolyne Murata & Ronald Murata

Catherine Nagareda

Aya Nagatomi-Windle & David H. Windle, in memory of
Masatoshi Nagatomi

David Nakatani & Lily Nakatani

Thomas Nishikawa & Greer Nishikawa

Oakland Buddhist Women’s Association

Yukiko Otake & Eugene Otake

Keiko Otani, in memory of Heishiro and Chisato Otani
Lorraine Otsuka

San Jose Betsuin Adult Buddhist Association
Tadanobu Shibata

Margo Spears

Celeste Sterrett & Dan Sterrett

Pearl Sugimoto

Ronald Suzuki & Kyoko Suzuki

Helen Tagawa, in memory of Mrs. Shigeko Yamaoka
Ikuko Takeshita

Sumiye Tanabe

Alan Tomiyama & Akiko Tomiyama

Landon Yamaoka

Caroline Yamasaki & Raymond Yamasaki

Fusae Yoshida

Scholarship - Shin Buddhist Ministry: $8,293.27
Rickey Ono

Orange Gounty Buddhist Church Ministerial Scholar-
ship Fund

Amy Peterson, in honor of Rev. Matt Hamasaki

Agnes Sasaki & Dick Sasaki

Koichi Sayano

Seigen Yamaoka

Eshinni/Kakushinni Chair: $18,008.00

Arizona Buddhist Temple Women'’s Association
Buddhist Women’s Association of Santa Barbara
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii / Hawaii Federa-
tion of Buddhist Women’s Association (from contribut-
ing organizations:

Aiea Hongwaniji Fujinkai

Dharma School Teachers of Oahu

Hawaii District Ministers Association

Hilo Hongwaniji & BWA

Honoka’a Hongwaniji Mission

1000x$1000x4

Program
Donor List

Four years ago, the
1000x$1000x4 fundraising
program was established to help
replenish the $4 million borrowed
from the BCA Endowment Foun-
dation to settle the remaining bank
loans related to the construction
of the Jodo Shinshu Center (JSC)
in Berkeley.

Since the program’s inception,
BCA members and friends have
pledged and contributed more
than $250,000. We are most
grateful for their generous support
of this program.

Please help us by supporting
the 1000x$1000x4 program. Your
pledge allows our temples and the
Endowment Foundation to move
forward to help create a thriving
environment for Buddhism in
America. To make your pledge,
please contact the BCA Endow-

ment Foundation at donate@
bcahq.org or 415-776-5600 ext.
311.

Thank you for your generous
offering. Your vision and support
guides the future of the Jodo Shin-
shu Center.

The donors listed below are the
1000x$1000x4 donors since last
reported to Aug. 7.

1000x$1000x4 Donors

Michiko Murai

Koji Nishimoto

Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Terada

Honoka’a Hongwanji BWA

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii Betsuin & BWA
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Kona & BWA
Jikoen & BWA

Kahului Hongwaniji BWA

Kailua Hongwanji

Kamuela Hongwanji Mission & BWA
Kapaa & W. Kauai Hongwanii

Lahaina Hongwanji BWA

Lihue Hongwanji BWA

Makawao Hongwanji BWA

Mililani Hongwanji BWA

Moiliili Hongwanji Mission & BWA

Naaleu Hongwaniji

Papaikou Hongwanji Fujinkai

Pearl City Hongwanii Fujinkai

Puna Hongwanji Mission & BWA
Wahiawa Hongwanji BWA

Waianae Hongwanji Mission

Waianae Hongwaniji Mission BWA
Waipaju Hongwanji Mission & BWA
Wailuku Hongwanji BWA

Waialua Hongwanji Mission)

San Jose Buddhist Women’s Association
San Mateo Buddhist Temple Buddhist Women’s As-
sociation

West Los Angeles Buddhist Temple

Accreditation: $50,000.00
Hiroji Kariya

Endowment - Scholarship Funds: $145,100,00
Gloria Fujimoto

Carle Hirahara

Faye Ogasawara

Grace Takahashi

Takeo Yuki Charitable Trust

Endowment - Professorial Chair: $50,000.00
Takeo Yuki Charitable Trust

The greatest that we can receive is the gift of Dana.
IBS thanks you very much for your generosity.

Gassho,

Rev. Dr. Seigen Yamaoka,
Institute of Buddhist Studies
Vice President of Development
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WBWC Convention

Continued from Page 1

mindfulness and Shin; Buddhist psychology and
therapy; line dancing; living the Nembutsu through
music; connecting to Buddha through Apps; Shin
Buddhism and LGBTQ+; and sexuality.

The event inside the San Francisco Marquis Mar-
riott closed with the passing of the WBWC flag cer-
emony to the Japan Buddhist Women’s Federation.
The 17th World Buddhist Women’s Convention
will be held in 2023 in Kyorto.

“What does it mean to ‘Live the Nembutsu?”
said Susan Bottari, Chair of the World Federation
and Co-Chair of the 16th WBWC Steering Com-
mittee, in her closing remarks on Sept. 1. “As we
conclude the 16th World Buddhist Women’s Con-
vention, it is my hope that all of you have enjoyed
your time here in San Francisco and this wonderful
opportunity to experience ‘Living the Nembutsu’
through the words of our keynote speakers, Profes-
sor Keiko Toro and Rev. Yukiko Motoyoshi.”

Bottari also thanked the Gomonshu-sama for
his presence; Lady Ruzumi Ohtani for her written
greetings; Bishop Rev. Eric Matsumoto of Hawaii,
Bishop Rev. Tatsuya Aoki of Canada, Bishop Rev.
Mario Kajiwara of South America and Bishop Rev.
Kodo Umezu of the BCA; the workshop leaders; and
all the attendees.

“And last, but not least, thank you to the BCA
Federation of Buddhist Women’s Association, the
BCA ministers, and the many committee members,
donors and supporters for your commitment, dedi-
cation, time and contribution to help bring about
this memorable convention,” Bottari said.

However, the festivities didn’t end -- they con-
tinued outside with the “American Bon Dancing,”
presented by the Yerba Buena Gardens Festival in
coordination with the convention. An estimated 500
attendees danced traditional and contemporary Bon
dances, with live koto and taiko presentations on
Sept. 1.

ICH = M|

CALL FOR STORIES

ARE YOU AN LGBTQ INDIVIDUAL OR A FAMILY MEMBER
OR RELATIVE OF AN LGBTQ INDIVIDUAL?

DID YOU OR YOUR FAMILY ACTIVELY GROW UP IN A
JODO SHINSHU TEMPLE ?

IF SO, WE WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM YoU!

Gardena Buddhist Church Ichi-Mi invites you to
submit your personal stories to share at our
seminar in November so we can learn
how to grow as a sangha.

We realize stories can be extremely difficult
to share, so you may identify yourself within
your story or remain anonymous.

To submit your story visit:

https://tinyurl.com/ichimistories

BCA CENTER FOR BUDDHIST EDUCATION Every Day Buddhism Committee presents:

How to Involve Adults
in Your Temple Activities

SAY
s

October 25-26, 2019

Friday, Oct. 25, 6:00pm—Saturday, Oct. 26, 9:00pm
Optional: Sunday, Oct 27 Berkeley Temple -8:30am Chanting Practice &9:00am Service.

Jodo Shinshu Center 2140 Durant Ave. Berkeley CA
Explore, Learn and Discuss:
g Buddhist Education
% Social Activities
2% Service to the Community & Temple

Registration: $50 before Oct 1st $60 after Oct 1st
Online registration will begin August 1st

JSC accommodations—Contact Glen Kameda, JSC Facility Manager,
at gkameda@bcahq.org Tel: 510 809-1401
or Miles Hamada at mhamada@bcahg.org Tel: 510 809-1402

For more information Tel: 510 809-1460 Email: CBE@bcahq.org
WWW.BUDDHISTCHURCHESOFAMERICA.ORG

Hundreds Attend ‘American Bon Dancing’

5 ~ug

An estimated crowd of 500 people attended, danced and participated in the “American Bon Dancing” event immediately after the 16th
World Buddhist Women’s Convention Sept. 1 at the Yerba Buena Gardens Festival in San Francisco. The event featured taiko, koto
and dancing. Above right, P.J. Hirabayashi, artistic director emeritus of San Jose Taiko and founder of TaikoPeace, leads a group of
dancers, including Rev. Ronald Kobata of the Buddhist Church of San Francisco. (Photos courtesy of Mark Shigenaga)

YBICSE

Continued from Page 3

group left for Japan on July 15 and
returned on July 27.

During our stay at the Monbou
Kaikan across the way from Nishi
Hongwanji in Kyoto, we were
able to have an audience with the
Gomonshu (and even take a group
picture), experience what it’s like
to wake up for 6 a.m. service after
sleeping on our futons, and have
short study sessions to deepen our
understanding of Buddhism.

We got to visit the most im-
portant places within our school
of Buddhism like Shinran’s birth-
place, Mount Hiei, and the Ohtani
Masoleum. Being able to see where
so many pivotal events took place
for Jodo Shinshu Buddhism was
a surreal experience. We got to
see the town where our founder
was born, the mountain where he
meditated for years, and the place
where his ashes lie.

We got to do all of these
things with other Buddhist youth
from Canada, Hawaii and South
America. We not only learned
about Buddhism in Japan, but
also learned about the lives of
Buddhists in other countries. And

that, in turn, showed us how Bud-
dhism fits into everyone’s lives in
different ways and helps us become
closer as a group because of our
commonalities.

These  commonalities  also
helped us bond with the students
from Heian High School. A group
of students led us on a tour of the
grounds to see the different sports
clubs, classrooms and common ar-
eas. After the tour, we got to play
some traditional Japanese games
and fold origami while -eating
snacks and getting to know one
another.

Some of the participants de-
scribed their favorite parts of the
trip, including: tea ceremony every
morning during the homestay; the
interaction with a temple family
and experiences such as visiting a
ninja museum and cooking Japa-
nese meals together; and seeing the
perspective of people who live in
small farm towns like Shiga.

The YBICSE program allowed
me to understand and see the deep
roots Jodo Shinshu Buddhism has
in Japanese culture and everyday
life. From chanting “Shoshinge”
in the early morning to saying
Gassho before meals, these short
moments gave me a glimpse of liv-
ing the Dharma. I am so grateful

for everyone who made this experi-
ence possible.

The YBICSE trip was a wonder-
ful and educational experience for
me as it allowed me to see many of
the historical sites of our Buddhist
sect as well as visiting Japan.

Although I really enjoyed the
entire trip, the most meaningful
part of the program for me was my
homestay at the Ota family house-
hold. I found out that we had many
similarities and coincidentally
Rev. Ota had attended Sacramento
State (where I am from) while he
was serving in the BCA.

In Shiga, we grew very close
as we toured their town, went to
a children’s service at their local
temple and shared every tradi-
tional Japanese meal with them. I
am very grateful for this experience
and that I had the chance to meet
many wonderful Jodo Shinshu
Buddhists like me.

The trip displayed life in
the major cities of Tokyo and
Kyoto, but also gave us the simple
pleasure of living in a homestay
family’s house. I enjoyed the time
spent seeing stunning attractions
such as the Tokyo Tower, as well
as the unique experiences such as
onsen that I could not find outside

Japan.

Tokudo

Continued from Page 1

rants from the Buddhist Churches
of America, Canada, United
Kingdom and China entered the
training center as the “foreigners”
on July 6.

Upon arrival at Nishiyama Bet-
suin, the commonalities between
Navy boot camp and “Tokudo
Boot Camp” were immediately
evident.

The disorienting environment,
fast-paced schedule, long training
days, limited rest, yelling instruc-
tors, firehose of information, and
difficult testing came flooding
back. Except this time, I had more
awareness and appreciation for
what was happening.

We were repeatedly reminded
that we didn’t have to become

ministers. But I also knew that the
tactics and techniques being used
were meant to put a stress on us,
physically, mentally, and, maybe
most important, spiritually.

The thrice daily services, twice
daily lectures, and seemingly
continuous testing and appraisals
weren’t meant for us to prove that
we had practiced and prepared suf-
ficiently and therefore deserved to
be ordained.

They were meant for us to
prove to our instructors, and to
ourselves, that we had the passion
and desire to share the Dharma —
to share Jodo Shinshu Buddhism —
as ministers, not just as laypersons.

Despite Bishop Umezu’s as-
surances, did I have the mental,
physical, and spiritual resolve to
serve 24/7 as an ordained Buddhist
priest? If all I wanted to do was
wear a robe, there were certainly

easier ways of acquiring one.

Ultimately, our ability to pass
the tests, chant “Shoshinge,”
and survive the 11-day training
regimen wasn’t what granted our
ordination.

It was our deep desire to share
the Dharma and traditions of
Jodo Shinshu with others on the
Nembutsu path that enabled us to
receive Tokudo ordination.

“Tokudo Boot Camp” was
about the transformation that
took place in realizing that we
hold the Jodo Shinshu teachings
in our hearts as well as our minds,
in striving to live up to the lines of
the minister’s pledge that state: “I
affirm that I will uphold the duties
as a Buddhist minister for all of
my life,” forever being a student
of the Dharma and always sharing
the teachings of Shin Buddhism.
Namo Amida Butsu!

President’s Message

Continued from Page 3

“roaring like a lion” when it comes
to ending suffering. BCA should
be talking about the pressing
humanitarian concerns of our
society, and finding creative ways

to be of service to those suffering
right in front of our eyes.

As I said, a strong commit-
ment to improving social ills has
attracted many people secking a
new religious home. It also ap-
pears to be a magnet attracting and
motivating a new millennial gen-
eration. Can we afford to ignore

these grass-roots social movements
spreading around the globe?

I challenge all of you, our
ministers, our members and our
lay leaders, to pursue new ways in
which we can serve those around
us who are suffering and by so
doing, serve ourselves and our
society. Namo Amida Butsu.
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A Short Presentation of Shin Buddhism

Editor’s Note: This is the fourth
installment of a series of articles that
Bishop Kodo Umezu would like ro
share with the readers of the Wheel
of Dharma. It was written by Rev.
Shitoku A. Peel of Belgium some years
ago and published as a small bookler.
Rev. Peel has influenced many people in
Europe. Please enjoy his appreciation of
Jodo Shinshu teaching.

By Rev. Shitoku A. Peel

Buddhahood expresses the deep
nature of Enlightenment and Nirvana.
“Birth in the Pure Land” symbolizes
the spiritual focus of man towards the
realization of Final Enlightenment.
That is why Buddhahood is the per-
fection of Wisdom, the boundlessness
of Compassion and the infinite power
of doing what is wholesome.

Thus Buddhism can never be pes-
simistic about life. It is an integral
optimism transcending this world
and the suffering that characterized it.
Since Buddhahood is the deep basis of

all that exists, the seed of Enlighten-
ment is present in all beings.

This seed only awaits the right
moment to awaken and grow.

What then is the place of Jodo
Shinshu in the totality of the various
teachings dating back to the historical
Buddha?

“Shin Buddhism” is the expression
used by D.T. Suzuki, the world-
famous author, known for his books
on Zen Buddhism. He used the term
as an equivalent for Jodo Shinshu,
literally “the True School of the Pure
Land.”

Shortly after the passing away of
the historical Buddha Shakyamuni,
his followers split up in different
movements. In short, we can say
that “original” Buddhism gradu-
ally split into two main currents: the
“Smaller Vehicle,” in which emphasis
was given to individual liberation,
and of which only one school still
thrives — Theravada, which is active
in Sri Lanka, Myanmar and Thailand,
in Kampuchea and Laos — and, the
“Greater Vehicle” or Mahayana, in

which the emphasis is laid on libera-
tion as a collective realization.

It is within the Mahayana, prob-
ably in the second century B.C.E.,
in Central India, that the Pure Land
School originated. In the second
century C.E. we already find it in
China, where it gradually developed
into an autonomous school within
general Buddhism, systematized and
organized by various patriarchs and
masters. In the sixth century, Pure
Land Buddhism entered Japan from
China through Korea. In the 13%®
century, a separate school of thought
by the name of Jodo Shinshu arose
within the Pure Land tradition.
The founder of this school, Shinran
Shonin, based his conclusions on the
entire Buddhist tradition.

Hence, Shin Buddhism situates
itself utterly within the teachings
and traditions which go back to the
historical Buddha. It would not be
an exaggeration to affirm that Jodo
Shinshu is in fact the loftiest form
of Mahayana, its most logical and
consequent conclusion.

Editor’s Note: This is the fIfth
installment of a series of articles that
Bishop Kodo Umezu would like ro
share with the readers of the Wheel
of Dharma. It was written by Rev.
Shitoku A. Peel of Belgium some years
ago and published as a small bookler.
Rev. Peel has influenced many people in
Europe. Please enjoy his appreciation of
Jodo Shinshu teaching.

By Rev. Shitoku A. Peel

Although Jodo Shinshu, like other
great Japanese schools such as Zen
and Nichiren, dates only from the
13™ century, all findings and achieve-
ments on religious and philosophical
levels present in the generally accepted
canonical Buddhist texts can be found
within it.

The essentials were transmitted to
Shinran Shonin through the teachings
of seven masters of India (Nagarjuna,
Vasubandhu), China (T an-luan,
Tao-ch’o and Shan-tao) and Japan
(Genshin, Honen). So, while Jodo
Shinshu has some very singular char-
acteristics, it recognized the great im-
portance and value of all the teachings
that go back to the historical Buddha.

Indeed, Shinran Shonin was con-
vinced that the rules and regulations
intended for the monastic community
where neither effective, nor appropri-
ate for “ordinary people.” Conse-
quently, Shin Buddhism focused its
attention primarily on those people
who want to live their everyday life to
the full. The great majority of us are
not sages and saints. Ordinary people
cannot manage the demands of heavy
and intensive meditative and ascetic
practices. Not succeeding in the re-

alization of enlightenment we keep
on being condemned to the world of
suffering.

Therefore, the “priests” of the
Jodo Shinshu are neither monks nor
priests in the sacramental meaning
of the word, but only teachers, pas-
tors, guides, “fingers pointing at the
moon.”

In this way, Shin Buddhism em-
phasizes the possibility for “ordinary
people” to attain the certainly of real-
izing perfect Nirvana in the course of
their present existence. Not by their
own “meritorious deeds,” but by way
of surrendering themselves to the
natural activity of the Infinite Light
and Life: Amida Buddha’s Compas-
sionate Vow Power that is present in
all beings.

But who or what are these “ordi-
nary people”?

They are the weaklings, the sin-
ners, fools and cowards. That is, all
those people who, in spite of their
deep awareness of their unworthy
state, can’t succeed in elevating
themselves to the subtle and sublime
heights of meditation; neither do they
succeed in completing the demanding
moral or long ritual practices; nor
even in being merely “good.” Not
counting the few exceptional people
that are able to achieve Enlightenment
by their own power, these “ordinary
people” are the majority of mankind.
These “ordinary people” are us.

The only and fundamental cause
for “Birth in the Pure Land” is thus
from neither moral nor ritual practic-
es, not from meditative experiences,
but the one moment of total and
sincere, deep and joyous surrender to
Amida Buddha’s salvific activity.

Who or what, then, is Amida Bud-

dha?

It is difficult to give a brief and
concise answer to this question with-
out involving the totality of Buddhist
teachings written down in the Great
Manayana Sutras, and the numerous
comments devoted to them for more
than 20 centuries.

Firstly, we should take into ac-
count that Amida is neither a God
who punishes and rewards, gives
mercy or imposes tests, nor a divinity
that we can petition or beg for special
favors.

Historically important is the fact
that in India he was given two names:
Amitabha or Immeasurable Light,
and Amitayus or Immeasurable Life.
Light and Life in this context are
used as synonyms for Wisdom and
Compassion as seen in their Infinity.
Therefore, it is not wrong to describe
Amida, as the summary of Amita-bha
and Amita-yus, as Infinite Buddha-
hood expressing itself in our mind as
Light/Wisdom and Life/Compassion.

In this way, we could also say
that Amida Buddha represents the
nature of the Absolute: formless,
inexpressible, beyond all relativity
and discrimination, an Absolute of
benevolence and energy. Amida Bud-
dha is unimaginable.

People need to be able to conceive
of things in their minds. The ideal
conceptualization still accessible to
human thought and feeling is the an-
thropomorphic image of the Buddha
— Buddhahood — reduced to an image
that we can see depicted in statues,
relics, paintings or calligraphy.

Moreover, Buddhahood also has a
historical embodiment: Shakyamuni,
who taught people the way to non-
suffering.

Rev. Hirano

Continued from Page 3

life is a burden rather than a gift,
please talk to someone. If you cannot
talk to a friend or family member,
please feel free to talk with me. If
you do not feel comfortable talking
to me, please feel free to call my wife
Carmela. Besides being my wife, she
is an ordained Jodo Shinshu priest
and also a psychiatrist, therefore
much more qualified in this area than
I am.

My number is 801-819-2648

and Carmela’s number is 801-414-
1336. There are also national hot-
lines: Anyone experiencing suicidal
thoughts is asked to call the 24-Hour
National Suicide Prevention Hotline,
1-800-273-TALK  (8255). Utah
also has crisis lines statewide, and
the SafeUT app offers immediate
crisis intervention services for youths
and a confidential tip program.

Obon is a time to celebrate and
reflect on this gift of life and the re-
lationships and interconnectedness of
all of us. I would not be here without
you.

In Japanese, there is a phrase

“Okage sama desu.” When you ask
someone, “How are you?” They will
answer “Okage sama, genki desu.”

This literally means, “I have
the potential to live because of the
shadow.” This shadow is you in my
life. In my gift of life, you are an im-
portant part of this gift. I am allowed
to fully live this life, because of you.
You matter!

When I say Namo Amida Butsu,
it is also another way of saying you
matter to me, and my gift of life is
because of you and vice versa. Let us
celebrate this gift of life by truly liv-
ing in Namo Amida Butsu.

Bishop’s Message

Continued from Page 2

was a person of few words, but his attitude said
a lot.

As Shinran Shonin wrote, this world is like
a burning house and we are beings who are
unable to escape it without help and guidance.
That means I need true guidance to help me
in this world.

To find this guidance, we need to listen to
the subtle voices of Shakyamuni Buddha and
Shinran Shonin. Shakyamuni Buddha and
Shinran Shonin urge us to hear Namo Amida
Butsu, which is Compassionate Wisdom in
action that is guiding us.

It makes me realize the truth that this
self that I call “I” is confined to this delusive
world. This world and “I” are inseparable. The
compassionate call of Namo Amida Butsu is
coming from the realm known as “Higan” (the
Other Shore), which is the realm embraces my
selfish world.

My Jiichan’s words did not become im-
portant to me until I truly heard what he was
trying to teach me. In this same way, though
the Buddha is calling us, this “I” needs to hear
this calling to realize this guidance.

This O-Higan season, let us rededicate
ourselves to the Nembutsu which Buddha and
Shinran Shonin urge us to hear. If all of us —
each “I” — can do this while we are living, we
will be able to fulfill our lives and help create
better communities and a better world for the
present and future.

Rev. Sekiya

Continued from Page 2

I too experienced quite a change on this
trip, a bittersweet change. I had not visited
Japan for two years and I was surprised to see
many familiar places being reconstructed. It
looked like an unknown world to me.

I thought of myself as Urashima Taro, a
character in a famous Japanese folktale. In
the tale, Urashima Taro, a young fisherman
who lives in a Japanese village, visits Dragon
Palace under the sea after saving a turtle’s life.
He is welcomed with delicious treats and fish
dances.

After a few days, he decides to return home
from the Dragon Palace. When he arrives in
the village, all things seem strange to him. He
returns to a very different world as an old man.
He is hit by reality of change.

It is funny that I was seeing the positive
changes in the young participants with fond
feelings, while I was seeing my own changes as
bittersweet.

It didn’t matter that I looked at the changes
through the filters of good or bad. One thing
was for sure — things are constantly changing
and we are never able to come back to the same
place. Young and old alike.

Looking around the airplane cabin, I felt
relieved though in realizing that we all have
the final destination.

Amida Buddha’s Pure Land is often ex-
pressed as a place we “come back” to even for
those of us who have not been there. It is our
new home, the place we should truly belong
to. So, from Buddha’s point of view, we are
made to “come back” to it.

Shinran Shonin read the kanji letter “come”
as “come back,” and said that working of
bringing us there (“come”) is the Other Power.
The Pure Land is not the realm we go to, but
instead, is the realm we are made to come.

We can travel through journeys and turbu-
lences with true ease of mind when we realize
there is a place that awaits us unwaveringly,
the true destination that Buddha had prepared
where we would be our true self.

Because we know this, we have the courage
to put our microphone quietly on the floor
and look up every time. Departure is entry to
the new world.

In our case, Jodo Shinshu tradition, which
our youth had deepened their understanding
through their journey, shows that we will
eventually be brought into the world beyond
journeys — to the other side of goodbye.
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