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2018 Temple Leadership Seminar: “Re-energized!”

Forty Leaders Focus on Dharma-Centered Leadership, Sharing, Networking, and Fun

Re-energized! ... New ways to look at the temple’s purpose
in our lives... Did not feel alone in our challenges... Many
ways to tackle the same problems... Now I know who to call
Sfor possible new projects!... All the presentations were really
on target for me... I'm eager to share with our board...

Above are some of the comments received from the
40 temple and sangha leaders participating in the second
Temple Leadership Workshop presented by the Center
for Buddhist Education (CBE) on January 19-21, 2018,
at the Jodo Shinshu Center in Berkeley. This program
was designed to reach all 60 Buddhist Churches of
America (BCA) temples, churches, and sanghas over a
two-year period.

Among the attendees, many had grown up in the
BCA temples and came searching for new ideas and
support. Some were being groomed for future leader-
ship roles; others were relatively new to Buddhism and
BCA temples. At least four were experienced leaders in
their 30s and early 40s, with new talents and insights.
A few of the temples are growing and thriving; a few
are relatively healthy and stable; a few are feeling quite
anxious about the future; at least one is recovering from
near closure. Everyone went home from the workshop
with a few more dharma friends to call on for support
and ideas. CBE is facilitating ways for them to stay in
contact and share their ideas.

Sessions included talks on “What is Dharma-
Centered Leadership?” by Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA

These youthful BCA leaders (left) attended the second Temple Leadership Workshop organized by the CBE. (Right) The seminar,

which served 40 leaders from 24 BCA temples, was held at the Jodo Shinshu Center.

Bishop; Rev. Jerry Hirano, Chair, BCA Ministers
Association; and Rev. Marvin Harada, CBE Director.
Other presentations were by Ken Tanimoto, BCA Presi-
dent, on diversity and inclusivity; Rick Stambul, BCA
President-elect, on BCA and religiosity; Rev. Dr. David
Matsumoto, Institute of Buddhist Studies Provost, on
conflict resolution, and Rev. Harry Bridge, Buddhist
Church of Oakland, speaking on using technology for
outreach and education.

Highlights of the weekend session were the stories
and insights by each attendee, particularly in the five-
minute presentations on their temple successes, as well
as the small group discussions on challenges and con-
cerns, and possible solutions. In these sessions, attendees
learned the range of BCA temple stories, resources, and
lessons of perseverance and survival through crises. At
the end of the weekend, many commented on having a
better sense that “We Are BCA.”

Infinite Light

By Tara Tamaribuchi, Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple

Members of the Planning Committee for the LGBTQ & Shin Buddhism Seminar
included its Engaged Buddhism Committee, Dharma School parents, ministers,
minister’s assistants, and board leadership. Included above are Seattle Betsuin
Rimban Katsuya Kusunoki (seated, far left); BCSF minister’s assistant Elaine
Donlin (standing, far left); Rev. Kojo Kakihara, Spokane Buddhist Temple (back
row, far left); Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara CBE Co-Director (next to Rev. Kakihara);
keynote speaker Rev. Dr. Jeff Wilson (back row, far right) and at his left, Seattle
Buddhist Temple board president Alan Hoshino.

Reflecting on the New Year,
I am astounded by the progress
at Seattle Betsuin on valuing
the LGBTQ community. Just
a year ago, this topic wasn’t
regularly discussed. Burt after a

few dozen Buddhist Women’s
Association  members and
Dharma School families walked
together in the 2017 Women’s
March on Washington, DC, the
energy as Buddhists to engage

in social activism brought us to
plan our first participation in
the Seattle Pride Parade. After
the parade, the planning com-
mittee continued meeting and
organized “Rainbow of Infinite
Light: A Seminar on LGBTQ
in Jodo Shinshu,” with the
Buddhist Churches of America
(BCA) Center for Buddhist
Education. The one-day semi-
nar, held November 18, 2017
and attended by 100 people,
featured a talk by Rev. Dr. Jeff
Wilson on “LGBTQ in Bud-
dhist History,” a personal story
from Marsha Aizumi and her
transgender son Aiden Aizumi,
and a panel of local LGBTQ
Buddhists.

Rev. Wilson explained
that, in classical monastic so-
ciety, the distinction between
laypeople and monks was
celibacy. Monks were banished
from monasteries if they had
sex — regardless of with whom
(or what). When Shinran
Shonin was exiled, he and his
followers “gender-
criminals” because they lived in
an in-between state as married
monks and nuns.

became

When Shinran saw a vi-
sion of Bodhisattva Kannon
at  Ryokakku-do, Kannon
appeared as Prince Shotoku,
and said he would manifest as
Shinran’s future wife and lead
him to the Pure Land. “This
is significant,” Wilson said.
“Kannon is famous for gender-
bending, so there is nothing
odd about this in the Buddhist
tradition. Shinran went on to
carry the tradition and believed
his wife to be a manifestation
of Prince Shotoku.”

The Aizumis shared their
life experience of Aiden grow-
ing up female, but truly being a
male inside. He was accepted as
a tomboy in elementary school,
but in middle and high school
the boys closed their group
to him, and he found little
in common with girls. When
he decided to come out as
lesbian, daily bullying ensued.
By senior year, Aiden could no
longer endure it and completed
high school at home. He de-
veloped agoraphobia, the fear
of going outside. Aiden began
recovering when he realized he
was transgender.

“From this point on, I saw
not only the light in his eyes,
but hopes and thoughts of what
he wanted to do in the future,”
Marsha said. “It was hope that
kept our family going for-
ward...” Marsha talked about
the Asian culture of shame, and
fear of bringing shame to the
family for being LGBTQ.

“I learned since that it is
not a choice for our LGBTQ
children,” she said. “It was up
to me as a parent. Was I going
to stand by him and walk this
path, or was I not? For me, I
realized I was going to honor
my family best by standing
by my son. Today, I feel that
shame has turned to pride....”

Minister’s Assistant Elaine
Donlin of the Buddhist Church
of San Francisco moderated
the LGBTQ Buddhist panel.
One panelist said her friends
she grew up with at Seattle Bet-
suin were the last she came out
to, because she hadn’t known
anyone else coming out at the
temple. She was relieved her
friends told her they loved and
accepted her. Another panelist

Continued on Page 6
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Intersections is for Everybody!

You don’t have to be a Dharma School teacher; everyone is welcome at the
Federation of Dharma School Teachers League (FDSTL) 2018 Conference!
Parents, grandparents, aunties, uncles, all sangha members are invited to
learn how to share the Dharma with children of all ages and many com-
munities. For more information, contact Carl Yanari, FDSTL President, at
[dstl2018conference @gmail.com.
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Back to Low Tech

I don’t know if I can survive
with high technology in the
world-to-come. I already have
difficuley with the existing
technologies. We are sur-
rounded by things that didn’t
exist before the last ten years or
so. I even hear in the news that
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and/
or robots will replace many of
our workers in the near future.
All this may make some things
more convenient for us, but I
feel we are living under more
stress. Yet we enjoy technol-
ogy and it is difficult to turn
the clock back to the past life
style. We have a lot of desires.
Information Technology (IT),
Virtual Reality (VR), Al etc.
are allowing us to make our
dreams and desires to come
true. In this forest of IT, aren’t
we missing something?

Buddhist  Churches  of
America’s President, Mr. Ken
Tanimoto and I took a short
trip to Hongwanji in Kyoto,
Japan to attend the Hoon-ko
Services, which are gatherings
to express gratitude to Shinran

By Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop

Shonin on his memorial day.
The services are always ob-
served for seven days from the
9th to the 16th of January. The
tradition of Hoon-ko began on
Shinran Shonin’s 33rd memo-
rial year and has been observed
every vyear, even during the
time of the Japanese Warring
States (Rennyo Shonin’s time),
the Ishiyama Battle (Kennyo
Shonin’s time) and many wars
during the last century includ-
ing the World War II. Each
temple in Japan observes its own
Hoon-ko services preceding the
Hongwanji’s so that members
are able to go to Kyoto to at-
tend the Hongwanji’s Hoon-ko
Services in January.

This wasa firstexperience for
both of us. After attending the
services and seeing everything
with his own eyes, Mr. Tani-
moto commented that photos
cannot capture the atmosphere.
Though it was really, really cold
inside the old wooden build-
ings, we did feel the warmth of
people’s religious appreciation.
We were joined by Rev. Anan

Hatanaka and two other devout
Jodo Shinshu members. One is
a BCA member and the other
is from the United Kingdom.
Both of them really appreciated
the wonderful opportunity to
participate in very traditional
observances.

During my stay in Kyoto,
what I enjoyed was not to be
bothered by phone calls and
emails. Because I did not use
my phone or computer, I was
able to immerse myself in the
timeless time during those three
days. I was able to see and feel
something important in our
daily lives.

The Buddhist term “useless
use” describes something that
doesn’t serve any practical pur-
pose for our daily lives, yet it
does serve us in different ways.
Hoonko services fall into the
category of “useless use.” We
can live without Hoonko ser-
vices. They are useless. Yet, to
me (and the thousands of other
people who attend), in my per-
sonal life, Hoonko services are
very useful. They remind me of

Shinran Shonin 1173-1262
Drawing by Masanori Watanabe

the true and real life I am striv-
ing to live as a Jodo Shinshu
Buddhist.

We need something like
Hoonko to find the timeless
value and a secure place and
space so that we do not lose
our spiritual vision. The call
coming from the timeless past
is urging us to hear it and we
respond by saying Namo Amida
Butsu.

I would like to express my
deepest appreciation to those
who have passed on to us this
spiritual gem so that we can live
our lives with humility and joy.

From Practical Buddhism to Truth-Level Buddhism

By Rev. Marvin Harada, Orange County Buddhist Church

In my mind, there are two
levels of Buddhism. The first
level is “practical Buddhism.”
We all begin with this first
level, and ask questions like,
“What can Buddhism do for
me in my life? Will it make me
happier? Will it make me more
serene? Will it lower my blood
pressure? Will it ease my stress
and anxiety?”

Especially here in the west
where people are very practi-
cally oriented, I think that
those are the very natural ques-
tions that we all have at this
level.

Buddhism, however, chal-
lenges us to go deeper, to realize
the teaching not for its practi-
cality, but for its truth-value.
The person at the truth level
already knows what Buddhism
does for you in your life. For
the person at the truth level,
Buddhism is everything. The
teachings are everything. The
greatest meaning and value of
life is found in the Dharma for
the person who arrives at the
truth-level of Buddhism.

I think that one of the
reasons why Shin Buddhism
has not “caught on” in the west

like other schools of Buddhism
is that we have yet to show this
“practical” side; the practical
level of Shin Buddhism. Other
Buddhist writers like the Dalai
Lama and Thich Nhat Hanh
write directly about this practi-
cal level. Take, for example,
the best seller, The Art of
Happiness by the Dalai Lama.
In that book he opens with the
statement,

1 believe that the very purpose
of our life is to seek happiness.
That is clear. Whether one be-
lieves in religion or not, whether
one believes in this religion or
that religion, we all are seeking
something better in life.

In that opening sentence,
the Dalai Lama grabs each and
every reader of his book. Who
is there that doesn’t want to

live a happy life? Truly, the
Dalai Lama has connected with
all people in his writings.

Thich Nhat Hanh, also
writes beautifully and addresses
this practical level of Buddhism
in his books. For example, on
page 30 in his book, Anger, he
writes,

Embrace your anger with a
lot of tenderness. Your anger is
not your enemy, Your anger is
your baby. It’s like your stomach
or your lungs. Every time you
have some trouble in your lungs
or your stomach, you don’t think
of throwing them away. The
same is true with your anger.
You accepr your anger because
you know you can take care of it;
you can tmmform it into posi-
tive energy.

Continued on Page 6

OCBC Adult Buddhist

Association’s 50th Anniversary

By Margie Mio
ABA President, Orange County Buddhist Church

The Adult Buddhist Association (ABA) at Orange County
Buddhist Church (OCBC) celebrated its 50th Anniversary on
October 28, 2017 at the Royal Garden Restaurant in Cerritos,
California. It was a time of great joy and acknowledgement of
its pioneers. Past presidents and advisors were honored for their
dedication and leadership, including Dr. Henry Sanematsu who
was the first president in 1967 and Reverend John Doami who
was ABA’s advisor for over 15 years.

ABA has provided strong leadership for many temple Boards
and committees; Hanamatsuri and Obon festivals; delicious lun-
cheons; fundraising events such as bingo; many trips to Japan,
Canada, and U.S. scenic spots; and religious and social events to
support OCBC through the years. Past presidents Kaz Ichikawa
and Ed Tanaka shared their wit and wisdom as they gave a vivid
description of events that took place in years past.

Today, we are 78 members strong. All members, past and
present, have contributed to the growth and prosperity of ABA,
and therefore, to OCBC through their continued involvement

and support.

Adult Buddhist Association members at Orange County Buddhist Church are
pictured at their 50th Anniversary celebration, wearing their tenugui hand
towels.

The planning committee was made up of Kathy Nishimoto,
Ron Suzuki, Janet Uyeno, and Margie Mio, who served as Master
of Ceremony. Gordon Tani designed the programs and beautiful
Tenugui favors that were shipped to us from Japan. Lynn Morita
and Aaron Nagayama created and presented a memorable archival
video of ABA with 50 colorful years of “Fun, Food, and Friend-
ship,” and Mark Sollberger took extra crisp photos that captured
this anniversary event. With all of our members’ dedication and
love of service, we are filled with gratitude and joy as ABA leaves
behind history and a legacy for the next 50 years to serve and
support Orange County Buddhist Church.
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By Ken Tanimoto, BCA President

A few months ago I had
the pleasure of attending the
Gardena  Buddhist  Church
Sunday Service. There were
many Dharma School children
present. I was overjoyed seeing
their energy, innocence, and the
excitement of being with their
friends. When I was attending
Dharma School (called Sunday
School in those days) I had the
same experience and, to tell you
the truth, learning about Bud-
dhism and the life of Shinran
Shonin seemed secondary.

I think many of the Dharma
School students you see in the
picture feel the same way. To-
day, many kids use iPhones to
connect with their friends, but
I see the same thing as when I
attended; kids with their par-
ents, grandparents, friends, and
relatives all coming together
and feeling the safety and inter-
connectedness of our temples.

It is unfortunate that in
today’s times, our lives have

Message: Looking To Our BCA Future

gotten so complex with other
activities that take us away from
services. It is really too easy to
find excuses not to attend. I
do not blame anyone: some-
times I even find excuses not
to attend regular services. But
when I see our Dharma School
numbers dropping, I see our
temples’ futures in jeopardy.
In my perspective, the future
of our temples depends on our
younger kids growing up to
eventually be part of the temple
community.

Erik  Hammerstrom, an
active member of the Tacoma
Buddhist Temple and Associ-
ate Professor of East Asian and
Comparative Religion at Pacific
Lutheran University in Tacoma,
talked about this issue in his
lectures. He believes that the
future of our temples depends
on how we invest time in our
youth, as well as on diversity
and inclusivity. He mentions
that Dharma School offers
temples new life with families
coming together to listen to
Buddha’s Wisdom and Compas-

sion. With these families come
grandparents and relatives, and
other families as well. This
simple foundation was the start
of our first BCA temple when
it was established over 100 years
ago. Our temples could be rein-
vigorated by investing more in
our Dharma School and youth
programs, thus possibly increas-
ing membership.

Gardena Buddhist Church Dharma School students, teachers, and ministers.

=l . i j

Brian Nagata, the Whee/
of Dharma editor, sent me an
article few years back about de-
creasing youth involvement in
religion across the USA. What
caught Brian’s eye was that the
BCA has the only nationally
organized school curriculum
that teaches Buddhism to our
youth. With this in mind, I
think that with extra energy and

effort a temple could easily gain
renewed interest by inform-
ing their community that our
Dharma Schools can teach their
children the Buddhist principles
of peace and understanding.

The Federation of Dharma
School Teachers League (FD-
STL) has for over 50 years
offered help to temple members
to become Dharma School
teachers. The FDSTL gives
lesson plans and youth educa-
tional literature free of charge
to willing members to become
Dharma School teachers like
myself.

I thank Carl Yanari, the
current FDSTL president, for
leading these dedicated teach-
ers who give so much of their
time and energy. I also thank
the other hundreds of Dharma
School teachers past and pres-
ent whose efforts have given our
children a Buddhist foundation.

Your support of Dharma
School will help achieve your
temple’s goal of sustaining its
membership, as well as to pro-
mote Jodo Shinshu in America.

In Memoriam:
Judge Mikio
Uchiyama

The Buddhist Churches
of America (BCA) announces
with deep sympathy the pass-
ing of Judge Mikio Uchiyama,
former BCA President (1986-
87) on January 7, 2018 in
Fresno, California.

The Honorable Mikio
Uchiyama was born in Sanger,
California and spent most of
his life in the Central Cali-
fornia area. He was the first
Asian American to graduate
from the University of Texas
Law School. After World War
II, he was assigned to General
Douglas MacArthur’s general
headquarters in Tokyo, Japan,
where he helped to re-write
the Japanese Constitution and
post-war laws and also served
at the International War
Crime Trials.

The Honorable
Uchiyama served as City
Attorney for the City of
Fowler, California before be-
ing appointed as judge to the
Municipal Court. He was also
the first justice court judge
to sit on assignment for the
California Supreme Court.

Mikio

Judge Uchiyama served
as President and longtime
Legal Counselor for the

Buddhist Church of Fowler
and regularly spoke on the
Central California Buddhist
Churches of America weekly
radio broadcast on KBIF.
He was active in the Central
California Judo Black Belt
Association, the Nisei Farm-
ers League, and the Japanese
American Citizens’ League.
The BCA expresses its
deepest appreciation to the
late Judge Mikio Uchiyama
and the Uchiyama family for
his many years of dedicated
service to the BCA Sangha.

Enmanji Wildfire Survivors’ Benefit, Feb. 28

In early October 2017, much of California was covered by a blanket of thick smoke with
around 250 wildfires burning in many areas of the state. The worst started on October 8
in Northern California around the Napa region and ended up destroying some 245,000
acres. Hotels, offices, stores, homes, and businesses went up in flames in a matter of minutes

with little or no warning,.

The Enmanji Buddhist Temple and even the Jodo Shinshu Center in Berkeley became tem-
porary evacuation homes for several Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) families threatened

by the various fires.

Now thought to be the costliest wildfire in U.S. history, total economic losses are estimated
at more than $8 billion dollars, with a loss of at least 44 lives.

Several BCA members and families of members have lost their homes and property due
to these fires. The Enmanji Buddhist Temple in Sebastopol, California will be hosting a

fundraiser at the temple on Saturday, February 24, 2018 to benefit some of the people who

lost their homes.
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The event will be a luncheon from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Proceeds will be distributed to eight families and individuals in the greater
Enmanji community who suffered personal losses due to the fires. For further information, please contact Enmanji President Kent
Matsuda at kmm.matsuda@sbcglobal.net.

The term orei has the fol-
lowing meanings: salutation,
propriety, ceremony, worship,
good manners, politeness, cour-
tesy, respect, reverence, thanks,
appreciation, remuneration,
return present, etc. There are
additional meanings depending
on what religious tradition is
using the term; Buddhist, Con-
fucian, or Daoist. In Japanese
“0” is an honorific prefix mak-
ing the following word more
polite or formal.

Jodoshinshu Buddhist tem-
ples in the U.S. were originally
supported entirely on an orei
system. As the NVisei generation
came of age, they introduced
a system of membership dues,
which they added to the orei
system. This system of requir-
ing a set annual fee to become

Orei — {HIT=

By Rev. Masao Kodani, BCA Minister Emeritus

a member of a temple began
in the 1960s and is unusual,
even by American religious
standards, for which voluntary
donations are the norm.

What then is the difference
between orei and membership
dues? Bluntly put — Attitude.
The paying of money for mem-
bership is a businessperson’s
way of thinking. If someone
pays membership dues for
membership in anything, the
first thought that occurs is,
“What do I get for this?” When
you find out what you will get,
you then judge whether it is
worth it to you or not.

In the more Buddhist ore:
system, you are asked to donate
to the temple and minister
for services rendered for you
or your family (funerals and
memorial services), personal
use of facilities, etc. When you
ask, “about how much,” the
usual answer is “kokoromochi” or
“whatever your heart dictates.”
This answer was as difficult for
the issei and nisei as it now is

for sansei and yonsei. One has to
pursue further and inquire what
an average might be.

Senshin Buddhist Temple
continues with the vague and
challenging orei system. Why?
Because it places the responsi-
bility on the giver to think of
why he or she wants to give and
how much. Life at a temple is
not a business where you know
what the product is and how
much it is worth. When you
go to a Buddhist temple for the
first time, do you know what
it’s all about, and can therefore
put a value judgement on it
And what is the real value of
chanting, burning incense, and
bowing, other than the exotic
meanings you put into it, or how
you define Amida Buddha and
the Pure Land and summarily
dismiss it as superstition? For
authentic religion, one doesn’t
go shopping for a religion that
agrees with you, but for one
that changes you.

The Buddha emphasizes

dana as a primary practice to

understand bodhi. This means
giving to others, money, things,
service, and yourself, without
expectation of reward or praise.
It is the most important and dif-
ficult of acts — this dana — this
giving oneself away. Its value
or worth cannot be set and, de-
pending on one’s kokoromochi,
$10 may be more than another’s
$100. Dana therefore can never
be a set price; it moves as the
heart moves. It does not calcu-
late in ounces and pounds. As
the heart moves, so the temple
rots or flourishes. This special
kind of well-defined giving
called dana is the Sanskrit word
for which its sister language,
English, uses the term donation.

Issei: immigrants from Japan
Nisei: children of Japanese
immigrants born in the new

country

Sansei, Yonsei: third and
Jfourth-generation Japanese-
Americans.

Bodhi: awakening or enlight-
enment
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Orange County BWA’s 60th Anniversary Celebrated at Eshinnisama and Kakushinni Memorial Service

- ~

On Sunday, December 3, 2017 the Orange County Buddhist Women’s Association (OC BWA) held its annual service honoring Eshinnisama, the beloved wife of Shinran,
and their dedicated daughter, Kakushinni. It was also the 60th anniversary of the OC BWA. Rev. Marvin Harada read the list of women who laid the foundation for the
organization, followed by heartwarming messages from himself and Rev. Mutsumi Wondra. After the service, a nice luncheon in the social hall was well attended by 80
members and guests. The BWA ladies wore beautiful new nenju (Buddhist beads) and custom-made monto shikisho (a formal cloth worn around a lay member’s neck), and
everyone enjoyed the spirited atmosphere of camaraderie and friendship. Photo by Kent Suzuki.

Hear the Dharma and more . . . .
You T"he on the BCA Center for Buddhist A Different Kind of Vegas Visit
Education Channel By Rev. Peter Hata, Los Angeles Higashi
Honganji Buddhist Temple
Learn about Buddhism and Jodo Shinshu Buddhism, and how they relate
to our world. Visit YouTube.com and search “BCA Center for Buddhist
Education Channel” to view the many selections in English and Japanese.

On October 1, 2017, a lone gunman
opened fire on 20,000 concertgoers at a music

Contact CBE at cbe@bcahq.org or (510) 809-1460 festival on the Las Vegas Strip, and killed 58

and injured over 500. It was the deadliest mass

shooting committed by an individual in U.S.
history. Coincidentally, I had been invited to

TECHNOBUDDHA CONFERENCE be a guest speaker for a Sunday Service at the Las Vegas Buddhist Sangha

only one week after the tragic shooting. The temple members were of

SYMPATHY & EMPATHY March 9-11 ,2018 course shaken. One of their younger members, a student at the University of

Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV), told me she had friends that attended the con-
""'— cert and who had been shot. Her friends were some of the “fortunate” ones,

and would recover.

This tragic shooting—and unfortunately too many others like it—
expresses two key teachings of Buddhism, which are the truth of the imper-
manence and the interdependence of life. As evidenced by the shooting it-
self, not only is life constantly changing, unpredictable, and impermanent, in
that constant flow, all life is interrelated and interdependent, as evidenced by
the grief felt by the temple members.

Because of their deep sadness, 1 officiated a short memorial service
before their regular Sunday Service. I mentioned that dealing with the death
of loved ones and friends, or even just one’s fellow Las Vegas residents, are

Rev. Candice Shibata KEYNOTE: very difficult losses to bear. This is why we hold funerals and memorial ser-

REV. CANDICE SHIBATA vices in Buddhism. At these services, while we share our grief, we are also

o given the opportunity to listen to the teachings of Buddhism. Buddhism

Come join us for the |lth MARCH 9-11, 2018 teaches that it is the awareness of death that leads to our living fully and ap-

annual TechnoBuddha Con- (AGES 21-39) preciatively. When we acknowledge the reality of death, we appreciate and

ference at the Jodo Shinshu JODO SHINSHU CENTER value each moment of our life, knowing each moment will never occur
Center in Berkeley. This again.

year’s theme is centered
around Sympathy and Empa-
thy and the subtle differ-

In addition, it is in our encounters with the powerful reality of imper-
manence that the “shell” of the ego is broken down and the illusion of our
separate ego-self recedes. When the illusion of our separate ego-self recedes,

ences between the two. We'll be exploring meditation, nutrition, the joys of we simultaneously begin to appreciate not only our own life, we begin to see
impermanence and so much more. This year our keynote speaker (and our deep connections with all other lives. Therefore, while impermanence is
former TechnoBuddha attendee) is Rev. Candice Shibata of the Buddhist a key teaching of Buddhism, we could also say that a deep and compassion-
Church of Florin. Standard registration: $70, from January 5 - February 9; ate appreciation for the interdependence of all life s its gift.

Late registration: $85, from February 10 - 23. Register online at I closed the special memorial service by expressing my sincere hope
buddhistchurchesofamerica.org. that the wisdom of the Buddha can someday touch all people.

And what about that UNLV student? After the service, she mentioned
to me that in the wake of the shooting, because of the large number of vic-
tims, many hospitals and other centers had begun to collect blood. And that,
despite her great fear of needles, she was determined to go give blood and
do what she could to help.

This annual event, hosted by the Center for Buddhist
Education, is for people between the ages of 21-39.
The conference aims to provide an opportunity for
young professionals to find a community of
like-minded individuals and introduce Jodo Shinshu
Buddhism to those who are interested in learning.

Rev. Peter Hata is a minister of the Shinshu Otani-ha assigned to the Higashi

) . - TECHNOBUDDHA Honganiji Buddhist Temple in Los Angeles. He is also a musician, having been an
For more information, visit our Facebook page at original member of the fusion jazz group, Hiroshima, and a music lecturer at
www.facebook.com/technobuddha.conference or email Cdlifornia State University, Los Angeles from 2006 through 201 1. Rev. Hata has

chairs@technobuddhaconference.org. spoken at several BCA Center for Buddhist Education events.
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2018 BCA Educational Events

Programs subject to change.
Events at the Jodo Shinshu Center unless otherwise noted.

February 16-18 ~ 71st Northwest Buddhist Convention, “Coming
Down the Mountain to Spokane.” Keynote speaker: Rev. Henry Toryo
Adams. Info at SpokaneBuddhistTemple.org (509) 534-7954.

February 21-24 ~ BCA Ministers Association and BCA National
Council Meeting Events at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Sacramento,
CA. Feb 22: CBE/IBS Symposium 1-5 pm on “Religiosity and Social
Consciousness in the Buddhist Churches of America.” Guest Speaker:
Dr. Tetsuden Kashima. Feb. 23: Dharmathon 4-5 pm. Feb. 24: Ritual
Presentation 1:30-2:30 pm. Sharing Successes 2:30-4 pm.

February 25 ~ “New Takes on Pure Land Practice & Realization in
Kamakura, Japan.” Lecture by Rev. Dr. Michael Conway, 2-4 pm at the
American Buddhist Study Center Library, 331 Riverside Drive, New York,
NY. Suggested donation: $10 general, $5 ABSC members. RSVP requested.
Visit ambuddhist.org, email: info@ambuddhist.org, phone: (212) 864-7424.

March 9-11 ~ 11th Annual TechnoBuddha Conference: “Sympathy &
Empathy.” Keynote speaker: Rev. Candice Shibata. For ages 21-39. Regis-
ter online at buddbistchurchesofamerica.org. See article on page 4 for details.

March 24 ~ Bay District Buddhist Women’s League Ecology Work-
shop: “Mottainai,” at Palo Alto Buddhist Temple, 2751 Louis Road, Palo
Alto, CA, 8:30 am-3 pm, $30 includes continental breakfast and lunch. Moz
tainai means “don’t be wasteful.” Visit pabt.org for registration information.

March 26-30 ~ Gathering to Read Thirty Verses of Vasabandu. This
intensive, five-day Buddhist seminar on “consciousness only” thought in
the Mahayana tradition will be led by guest presenter, Professor Koitsu
Yokoyama, professor emeritus of Rikkyo University. Registrants must be
fluent in Japanese. Some background in Buddhism is preferred and help-
ful. Registration: $300, includes lectures and meals. Register online by
March 1 at buddbistchurchesofamerica.org.

April 5-7 ~ Spring Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP) Seminar.
April 25-27 ~ Ministers’ Continuing Education (MCE) Seminar.

April 27-29 ~ FDSTL Conference: “Intersections” in Foster City, CA.
Contact Catl Yanati at fdst/201Sconference@gmail.com. See flyer on page 1.

April 29 ~ Seminar with Rev. Dr. Ken Tanaka, 1-4:30 pm at Enmanji
Buddhist Temple, 1200 Gravenstein Hwy S., Sebastopol, CA, on: Introduc-
tion to Shin Buddhism in America; The Nature of Shin Awakening; and
The Way of Naturalness. Registration information at enmanjibuddbisttemple.org
under “Events.”

BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org E-mail: che@bcahg.org Phone: (510) 809-1460

J3efore the Compassionate Lye
By Lady Takeko Kujo

The win-or-lose aspect of our world cleatly
reveals how unable we are to separate ourselves
from the anguish of our past karma. But being
defeated by the world and cursing it—or in the
case of a very great loss, professing our weak-
ness to gain the sympathy of others—is an unsightly thing to do.

Sympathy is not something to be sought, nor is it something that can be
forced. Precisely because the blessing of sympathy is something we cannot ask
for, are we so grateful when we receive it.

How pathetic that some seek to hide behind the blessing of the dharmna, and
yet continue to pile up one evil after another. We should never become so used
to the Buddha’s compassion that we play with or take pleasure in it. When we
reflect on our weakness and our inability to completely attain the goals that we
set for ourselves, we should savor the blessing of being within the Buddha’s vow
to bring about our enlightenment.

True strength is the weak realizing their weakness.

What a sorrow!
Withont even knowing the evils of our transmigrating world,
We indulge in bis merciful compassion.

Lady Takeko Kujo (1887-1928) founded the Buddhist Women’s Association (Fujinkai).
This passage is from her book Muyuge: Flower Without Sorrow, available from the BCA
Bookstore. To order, visit buddhistchurchesofamerica.org and click on the bookstore icon.

BCA Summer Youth Retreat Program
July 1-8, 2018 at the Jodo Shinshu Center

The Center for Buddhist Education (CBE) announces a new and invigorating
Summer Youth Retreat program for high schoolers that will take place at the
Jodo Shinshu Center (JSC) in Berkeley from July | — 8, 2018.

We invite interested BCA youth to participate in a week of relevant and
meaningful lectures, workshops, field trips and discussions on how to
incorporate the Buddhist teachings into their lives as young 2Ist century
Americans. Lodging and most meals will take place at the JSC, located across
the street from the UC Berkeley campus. More information and registration
materials will be made available for all temples at the BCA National Council
Meeting in February.

Dharma Fun: A coloring activity for kids of all ages February 15: Nirvana Day - Nehan-E

The Buddha lived many years ago and taught us many things. He taught that in this life, there is suffering. He also taught that all things are impermanent; all
things come to an end. February 15 is Nirvana Day, the day that the Buddha passed away. Nirvana means perfect peace, or the end of suffering.

The Buddha became ill when he was eighty years old. He smiled warmly and said to his sad friends, “Do not weep. Everything that is born
must also die. Such is life. But the Dharma | have taught will never die. Keep this Dharma in your hearts.”

The Buddha passed away 2,500 years ago. Since then millions of people have been helped by his greatest gift of all...the Dharma.

From The Life of Buddha Picture Storybook, Published by Sunday School Department, Buddhist Churches of America, 197 l. lllustrated by Atsutaka Saito
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IBS Dean’s Message for 2018

By Scott A. Mitchell, Institute of Buddhist Studies Dean of Students and Faculty Affairs
Rev. Yoshitaka Tamai Professor of Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Studies

The following is Dean Scott
Mitchell’s  February —newsletter
message. The Dean’s newsletter is
distributed monthly via email. To

sign up for the newsletter, go to
http:/leepurl.com/bOHPxr.

Happy new year from the In-
stitute of Buddhist Studies. 2017
was an important year for the
Institute, and we look forward to
what 2018 holds in store.

By far, the biggest news for
the Institute in 2017 was that
we were awarded candidacy for
accreditation by the Western
Association of Schools and Col-
leges. Since holding a retreat on
the future of the IBS in 2015, the
Board of Trustees has remained
committed to the vision that
IBS become the premier center
for Buddhist Studies in North
America. Accreditation is an
important part of this vision as it
affords us legitimation and rec-
ognition in the realm of higher
education.

The next step in attaining
accreditation won’t be complete
until 2019. Between now and
then, we've got a lot of work to
do — but mostly this work is “be-
hind the scenes” (setting up new
computer systems, budgets, and
so forth). This work isn’t par-
ticularly exciting and can feel far
removed from our core purpose

of Buddhist studies; nevertheless,
it is vital, important work as it
creates a solid foundation to en-
sure IBS is sustainable well into
the future, so that we can attain
the vision of being a world-class
center of Buddhist studies.

Meanwhile, the real work
continues. We already have big
plans in store for 2018, including
several events, visiting scholars,
and other programs.

As always, in March IBS
will host a Ryukoku University
faculty member for a series of
talks. This year, we our visiting
scholar will be Prof. Yoshiyuki
Inoue who will present on “Shin
Buddhism Doctrinal Structure:
Encrusting Heart and Mind
and Nembutsu; Realization and
Liberation.” IBS will also be co-
hosting events with the Center
for Buddhist Education, includ-
ing the Pacific Seminars and the
upcoming symposium on “Reli-
giosity and Social Consciousness
in the Buddhist Churches of
America” at the BCA National
Council Meeting in Sacramento
on Thursday, February 22.
Please visit the IBS website for
more information.

Also in March, IBS is honored
to be hosting the regional meet-
ing of the American Academy
of Religion (AAR). The AAR is
North America’s largest profes-

sional organization for scholars
of religion, and most IBS faculty
are members, regularly present-
ing their work at the national
meetings which attract up to
10,000 attendees. The regional
meetings are much smaller — we
expect 100 scholars to be here in
Berkeley the weekend of March
23. Having been asked to host by
the AAR was a great honor, and
we hope to further raise IBS’s
profile among the presenters and
scholars who will be attending.

Beginning in January, IBS
will be hosting a visiting scholar
from the United Kingdom,
Enrique Galvan-Alvarez. Prof.
Galvan-Alvarez was last in Berke-
ley in 2015 for the International
Association of Shin Buddhist
Studies conference.

He is interested in the global-
ization and localization of Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism, and will be
conducting research both here
in the Bay Area as well as other
locations on the West Coast. We
look forward to having the op-
portunity to meet with him and
learn more about his research in
the months ahead.

There are many more pro-
grams in the works at IBS in the
coming year, and we look for-
ward to continuing to grow our
school and deepen our studies of
the Dharma.

Statement on BCA Youth

Leadership Development Programs

As reported in the Buddhist
Churches of America (BCA) Na-
tional Board Meeting, the Youth
Advocacy Committee (YAC) will
be discontinued as of February
2018, and the responsibility for
planning summer youth retreats
and related youth leadership,
support, and training activities
will now be taken care of by the
Center for Buddhist Education
(CBE). CBE is an educational
arm of the BCA and provides a
continuum of critical leadership
and dharma programs serving the
BCA national sangha.

BCA is deeply grateful to
the YAC committee members,
volunteers, and families for their
extraordinary dedication to cul-

tivating, inspiring, and support-
ing over 165 youth leaders since
2002. These leaders continue
to be a part of BCA and active
members in the Sangha. In addi-
tion to giving youth the opportu-
nity to further their knowledge of
Buddhism and leadership, YAC
has served as advocates for young
people and provided a space for
community building and build-
ing lifelong friendships — all nec-
essary for the future of BCA. The
CBE now takes on this great task
and looks forward to providing
this continued support for young
people as it embarks on the next
phase of BCA’s youth leadership
and dharma education programs:
building upon the foundation

of YAC and other BCA youth
programs throughout its his-
tory (e.g., Institute of Buddhist
Studies summer program, Young
Buddhists’ International Cul-
tural Study Exchange (YBICSE),
local and district youth dharma
programs, and more), as well as
innovating new approaches and
activities.

We are aware of many ques-
tions and concerns as we enter
this new phase of BCA youth
education programming, and
kindly ask for your patience as we
design programs that continue to
meet the many needs of our BCA
youth. Youth leadership develop-
ment and dharma education are
key to our BCA future.

Rev. Harada

Continued from Page 2

Such contemporary writers are introducing
Buddhism to the west much more effectively than
we Shin writers and thinkers. They have embraced
the practical level of Buddhism, and have made
Buddhism accessible to the everyday person. It will
be our challenge to present Shin Buddhism in a

more palatable way.

Let me turn now to truth-level Buddhism. How
do people at that level speak of Buddhism? In The
Teaching of Buddha, Shakyamuni Buddha left these
final words to his followers in his dying moments:

“...the true Buddha is not a human body: -- it is
Enlightenment. A human body must die, but the Wis-
dom of Enlightenment will exist forever in the truth
of the Dharma, and in the practice of the Dharma.
He who sees merely my body does nor truly see me.
Only he who accepts my teaching truly sees me.

Here, the Buddha encourages, admonishes us
to discover the true Buddha in life, the wisdom of
enlightenment. Shinran Shonin makes this kind of
statement in his writings:

The light of wisdom exceeds all measure,

And every finite living being

Receives this illumination that is like the dawn,

So take refuge in Amida, the true and real light.
(Collected Works of Shinran, p. 325)

The wisdom of enlightenment that Shakyamuni

Buddha spoke of in his final words, Shinran Shonin

encounters, receives, as the light of Amida Bud-
dha. Shinran Shonin does not negate the practical
benefits of Buddhism, but he expresses the greatest
benefit, the greatest value of Buddhism as receiving
the light of wisdom into our hearts and minds. His
heart of ignorance and darkness was transformed
by the light of the Buddha, the light of wisdom, the
light of Namoamidabutsu. It is at that point where
practical Buddhism and truth-level Buddhism

converge into one.

BUTSU BUTSU...

By Brian Kensho Nagata,
Managing Editor

'

A

Buddhist Church of Oakland Fujinkai (Buddhist Women’s Association)
at Topaz Internment Camp in Utah, 1945.

Seventy-six years ago
this month, BCA members
were shocked to hear that
Executive Order 9066 had
been issued by President
Roosevelt, authorizing the
military-enforced removal
and exclusion of all Japanese
Americans from the West
Coast. Because of mass hys-
teria, hatred and ignorance,
and without any formal
charges or having commit-
ted any offense other than
having a Japanese face, our
community was imprisoned
and most BCA temples were
shut down. How far has our
Nation come in 76 years?

The BCA community
has come a long way and
faces minimal discrimina-
and hatred today
(although, unfortunately, it
does still exist). However,
there are now other minori-
ties subject to the same hys-
teria, hatred and ignorance.
We haven’t come very far as
a Nation, have we?

After returning from
the concentration camps
with nothing more than the
clothes on their backs, our
Issei and Nisei forbearers
sacrificed and gave so much
to not only rebuild their
lives and families but to
also reestablish our temples

tion

and to continue sharing
their precious Dharma so
that today’s fourth and
fifth generation American
Buddhists can be embraced
by Namo Amida Butsu. But
in these last 76 years, the
Japanese-American  com-
munity has paid a hefty
price. Today, only 28% of
Japanese Americans contin-
ue to follow the Buddhist
Path. Yet our BCA temples
remain the heart for many
Japanese-American  com-
munities.

The precious Nembutsu
we can recite today is due
to the sweat, sacrifices and
tears of generations of BCA
ministers and their wives
and Nembutsu followers.
Thank you to all the sensei
and okusama, ji-chans and
ba-chans, moms and dads,
uncles and aunts and mem-
bers of the BCA for giving
us the opportunity to walk
the Nembutsu Path in 21st-
Century America!

But now [ pose the
question to our current
membership -- what are

we sacrificing and doing to
ensure that the Nembutsu
may continue to be heard
in this Nation two to three
generations from now? Nam

Man Da...

Infinite Light

Continued from Front Page

explained that the LGBTQ
community needs more
than allies, but proactive
accomplices: “I'm looking
for people who say, ‘I see
you live in an uncomfort-
able world, and I'm going
to come out with you and
make this world comfort-
able for you.” Step up and
create the conditions so
that we don’t have to. We
can’t do this alone.”
Reflecting on  these
words, I see we have just
begun stepping up. Our
advantage is that Jodo
Shinshu accepts all gender
identities. But it is up to us
to truly open our hearts and
widen our view. The semi-
nar revealed we have yet
to create the right condi-
tions. Rev. Dr. Jeff Wilson
explained he is the only

academic in Queer Stud-
ies and Buddhism, while
pointing out he is cisgender
[someone whose sense
of personal identity and
gender corresponds with
their birth sex]. In my own
life, 1 realize how much I
have taken for granted as
a cisgender in the BCA.
After experiencing racism
living in regions with few
Asians, 1 decided only to
live in cities with a Nishi
Hongwanji temple to be
near safe and familiar com-
munities. I realize for our
LGBTQ family members,
we’'ve been slow to support
them as their true selves in
the Sangha.

For 2018, my wish is that
every BCA member open
their hearts to the LGBTQ
community. This year,
let’s learn what needs to be
done to make our temples
safe and comfortable for all
gender identities.
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2018 Temple Leadership seminar at JSC
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Rev. Tetsuo Unno at Winter P_acific Seminar at OCBC
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| Rev. Dr. Mark Unno at Winter Pacific Seminar at OCBC |

O EROEHNILL RN HSHEQKHRD
20PN RV RO QKRS S0

U

| USRI B ORISR N NSRS

Y SV LR PEE O 42°

.m,“m____w_,_.:_al‘_A

THIKEEY 2

| ERELEQINU A —K—2 T AL H O’
VLN HA<KKEOX —=NWERDHQ LR MM S
O MUDIRNEDIINVANU L IR RQOE W)
QOB WHNWY SRS VS DE S VBEOVIK
SELON EQE—E <—" i m2{n)VEK
QRO LMK RKIVSQ” ]S HEXILKOWVLS
H4or® <LLQOWVWOR AN LE 500 508 T iAo @-6
AL VRN BEZLEIQH LN 014810
O EKIKAS S EIES 1248 O W0y S04
EANC 6 1on° |
AW KB Q R REHE L AR IK Y | RN
OV DL EHHKIY FHE ] WHRE N DA’
1MRQREY T HONLVLOJVY BEF-HEHN4T
RQVIHNY | M+1H KOQ1 mEQE S MRS
QYUY S 90496 0 L° REQ ¥ BN R”
PUCHEQHAVTE OV KEHQEEND—H—Q~60
P DR KRQRNOWERXIUNEDOWHY |
S509604° FHOQKEO+HKIOF LD |
BRERZEQASHPE WOYURLIHNEO K|

R R ONE R
RSP0 04° K
MESTOHRVSWVE
UKV SHONR
PO HHIL <
OPRRVEEE OV S0

+KmQRGOmEeY
ORI Q LR 0
PUKRQQHOW N
RHOQY KOKE(
OB QR EN
W@@ﬁk<%iéC&ﬁ
RN GRS

oWV EBEOM DN
RV IR % QF IR
ISEN) R €N N e 1t
QOB LR RN
HMUIRBO RN DI

Bishop Umezu, Mr. Tanimoto, Mrs. Terada, Mr.
Quirke—-Thornton, and Rev. Hatanaka in Kyoto.
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