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A Wish for Peace Around the World

On Friday, September 11,
2015, the American Buddhist
Study Center and the New York
Buddhist Church (NYBC) ob-
served the 60th Anniversary of the
Shinran Shonin statue installation.
This statue once stood in a park
in Hiroshima, and now stands in
front of the NYBC on Riverside
Drive in Manhattan, NY. The
event included a rededication
ceremony conducted by Reverend
Kodo Umezu, Bishop of the Bud-
dhist Churches of America. (Please
see page 2 for more images.)

The message which follows
was presented by the Jodo Shin-
shu Hongwanji-ha Head Priest,
OHTANI the

Memorial Service Wishing for

Kojun during
Peace conducted in front of the
monument for the atomic bomb
victims in the Hiroshima Peace
Memorial Park on July 3, 2015. It
was excerpted from the July 20,
2015 issue of the Hongwanji Jonrnal
and re-printed in the program
booklet for the New York event.

Wish for peace on the 70th
anniversary of the end of World
War II

As a special observance ex-
pressing our wish for peace, I sol-
emnly pay tribute to the memory
of all those who perished in World
War II.

On August 6 seventy years
ago, a single bomb that was
dropped on Hiroshima devastated
the beautiful city, and taking the
innocent lives of many. The hot-
rendous tragedy that the atomic
bomb brought about, however,
continues to remain as effects
of radioactivity and as a painful
memory for many to this day. In
reflecting on this, I cannot help
but be reminded of the stupidity

of human beings, the brutality of
war, and the cruelty of the atomic
bomb.

This is why I feel there is
deep meaning in our being able
to renew our aspiration for peace
together here in Hiroshima, at the
very site of the atomic bombing,
on this occasion of the 70th an-
niversary since the end of WWII.

Seventy years passed
since the conclusion of WWII.

have

Although seventy years may have
elapsed following the experiences
of brutal warfare at an unprec-
edented global scale, have we re-
ally been alleviated from the deep
sorrow and pain? As a result, has
our aspiration for world peace and
awareness really been deepened?
As those who experienced war
firsthand become fewer, the pain-
ful memories of war becomes a
thing of the past as it slowly fades
away eventually becoming forgot-
ten. We must also not forget the
fact that Hongwanji at one point
supported the then militarized
regime’s war campaign. Seventy
years after WWII, it is our most
important duty to pass down the
the
importance of peace. In order to

memories and emphasize
shape a brighter future, let us be
guided by the teaching of the Bud-
dha’s wisdom and face the reality
of the ongoing disputes constantly
taking place somewhere in the
world.

At the root of disputes is the
notion  of  self-righteousness,
which justifies our mindset while
denouncing others who argue
against us. Such human tendency
filled with biased views was acutely
pointed out by Shinran Shonin as,
“With a foolish being full of blind
passions, in this fleeting world that

is empty and false, totally without
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The 60th Anniversary Commemoration of the Shinran Sh

ANy

onin Statue Installation was held on

September 11, 2015 at the New York Buddhist Church. Resident minister Rev. Earl Ikeda (far left)
and Rev. Kodo Umezu, Bishop, Buddhist Churches of America (before the altar) officiated. The
event was attended by interfaith Buddhist leaders including Venerable Pare Rinpoche from Sera
Jey Buddhist Culture Center (in orange robes) and Geshe Tashi Dorje (in red robes). Photo by

David Okada.

truth and sincerity.” In the name
of justice, each individual or party
is apt to persist in their legitimacy,
however, their insistence is never
detached from their selfish de-
sites. However, this is inevitably
shattered when illuminated by the
light of Amida Tathagata’s wisdom
and compassion that embraces
everything equally. With those
words, Shinran Shonin also warns
us that we all have the potential to
behave inhumanely depending on
the circumstances and situation.
We must take to heart that
there is no war that is not accom-
panied with tears of sorrow. All of
us equally receive birth as human

beings in this world and live the
same moment. Despite the bond
with which we are tied together,
why is it that we hurt one another,
rejecting others’ existence? By
being aware of the Buddha’s wish
that is extended to all life equally,
we are able to realize a society in
which each life cherishes and re-
spects others under the guidance
of the Buddha’s wish. At the very
least, we as Nembutsu followers
must do our best to actualize a
society in which all people can live
in peace and harmony.

We should not let the seventy
years following WWII become
merely a time in making the sor-

row and pain of warfare to be
forgotten. Rather, together with
all people around the world, let us
take this 70th anniversary as the
opportunity to pursue the realiza-
tion of a global society that mutu-
ally supports one another, where
every life can coexist through
acceptance of differing values. It
is my hope that each of us will
reconfirm this principle on this
occasion.

July 3, 2015

OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

“I Go to the Sangha for Guidance”

Over 80 attend EBL Conference in Cleveland

By Rev. Ron Miyamura
Midwest Buddhist Temple

The Eastern Buddhist League
(EBL) held its annual confer-
ence in Cleveland, Ohio over the
Labor Day weekend. The EBL is
an informal group of Shin Bud-
dhists in the eastern part of North
America. Just over 80 delegates
gathered and shared the joy of the
Nentbutsu.

The EBL is a unique group that
crosses borders and organizations.
Buddhist Churches
of America temples: New York
Buddhist Church, Seabrook Bud-
dhist Temple (NJ), Ekoji Buddhist
Temple (Washington, DC), Cleve-
land Buddhist Temple, Midwest
Buddhist Temple, and the Twin

It includes

Cities Buddhist Association (MN)
(a BCA Sangha), plus the Toronto
Buddhist Temple of the Jodo Shin-
shu Buddhist Temples of Canada
and the Buddhist Temple of Chi-
cago (an independent temple). The
annual EBL Conference rotates
between these eight locations. The
EBL started in 1945 as the Eastern
Young Buddhist League, and has
evolved and changed throughout
its 70-year history.

The theme of this year’s con-
ference was “I go to the Sangha
for Guidance,” which was very
appropriate as we discussed the
many aspects of the changing
Sangha. The keynote speaker was
Professor Jeff Wilson of Waterloo
University, Ontario, Canada. Prof.
Wilson is also a Tokudo ordained

Minister’s Assistant at the To-
ronto Buddhist Temple. He gave
the Dharma Talk at the opening
service and presented the first
session.

Next, Rev. Earl Tkeda of the
New York Buddhist Church pre-
sented a session on “Balancing the
Old and the New.” A lively ques-
tion and answer period followed.
The Sunday morning session was
a panel of five people who have
taken different paths to Shin
Buddhism. We were able to hear
why they decided to become part
of the Sangha. There were many
questions and comments, result-
ing in an interesting dialogue.

Bishop Kodo Umezu of the
BCA attended
and we had a surprise (and spe-

the conference,

Back row, left to right, Rev. Ryuhei Endo (Toronto), Rev. Earl Ikeda (New York),
Bishop Kodo Umezu (BCA Bishop), Prof. Jeff Wilson (Toronto), Rev. Patti Nakai
(Chicago) and Rev. Ron Miyamura (Midwest)... and seated on the floor at the
far right is Ken Tanimoto of the Watsonville Buddhist Temple, and President-
elect of BCA. Photo by Bill Zaffiro

cial) visitor in Ken Tanimoto,
President-elect of the BCA. T hope
they learned that Shin Buddhism
is growing in the East.

All of the delegates appreci-
ated the hard work of the host
temple, Cleveland, and everyone
enjoyed the friendships created by

gathering as a Sangha. The sense
of Sangha is really a part of the
the FEast. The
temples and Sanghas are spread

community in

out, with 1,200 miles separating
Minneapolis and New York, but
the warmth of sharing the Dharma
makes the distances short.
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Shinran Shonin is Everywhere

By Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop

I spent a lot of my time outside of the
San Francisco Bay Area in September. I was
invited to two events in the Eastern District.
One was the 2015 Eastern Buddhist League
(EBL) Conference held during Labor Day
weekend in Cleveland, Ohio. The other was
the Commemoration of the 60th Anniversa-
ry of the Shinran Shonin Statue Installation
on September 11, sponsored by American
Buddhist Study Center (ABSC) and the New
York Buddhist Church.

The EBL Conference was well organized
by a small group of dedicated members and
was very inspiring and encouraging for me.
This year’s theme “I Go to the Sangha for
Guidance” explored how traditional and
modern sanghas can unite to express the
same message. There were about 80 at-
tendees, including some newcomers. They
all listened attentively to messages about
Shinran Shonin given by Prof. Jeff Wilson,
Rev. Earl Ikeda, and others. Many people
expressed their desire to hear more and to
share it with others in theit communities.

The second event was held in New
York. You already know the story behind
the statue—it was covered in the August
issue of the Wheel of Dharma. Incidentally,
the statue was missing its cane. Incidentally,
the statue was missing its cane. A longtime
supporter of the ABSC donated a new cane
for Shinran Shonin. This statue is a symbol
of peace and tranquility for all people. It is
very symbolic that Shinran Shonin now has
a cane so that he can go out to the world and
share his message.

Mr. Shoji Miyazawa, Associate Conservation Preparator for the Metropolitan Museum of Art, made
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and installed the new bronze staff for the Shinran Shonin statue. University of Oregon professor
Rev. Dr. Mark Unno (right), was the event’s keynote speaker, and Ms. Michi Takeuchi described her
grandfather’s experience as a survivor of the Hiroshima atomic bombing. The statue is unveiled.

Photos by David Okada.

During my stay in New York, I learned
that there was a picture tile of the Shinran
statue at the 86th Street and Broadway
subway station (See photo on page 7). I went
there to see it with my own eyes. Yes, it was
there, silently talking to people every day.
I was able to read the words clearly saying,
“Shinran Shonin is the Founder of the Jodo
Shinshu Sect of Buddhism...a symbol of
lasting hope for World Peace. Namu Amida
Butsn.”

Just before these events, I came across

the following statement from the Larger
Sutra which was quoted in Venerable Daiei
Kaneko’s book, A Thinking Person’s Guide to
Shin Buddbism: “Be loving and respectful, do
not be hateful and jealous. Be generous to
those who have not, do not be greedy or
mean. Be in constant harmony in word and
deed, do not be cross or contrary.” Ven.
Kaneko says this is the Jodo Shinshu ethic
based on our realization and awareness of
the Original Vow of Amida Buddha.

Namn Amida Butsu, indeed, represents

Reflections on Myself
and the Middle Way

the tears of Universal Compassion and Wis-

dom shed for all people who are living lives
of confusion and turmoil. We are privileged
to hear Shinran Shonin’s Nembutsu message.
Let us once again visit the Call coming from
the Realm of Amida Buddha and wish for
peace for everyone, everywhere.

By Rev. Harry Gyokyo Bridge
Buddhist Church of Oakland

One of Shakyamuni Bud-
dha’s core teachings is the
Middle Way. It is a path between
extremes. It is often traced to the
life story of the Buddha—when
Shakyamuni was meditating
under the Bodhi Tree after years
as an ascetic, he realized that
torturing his body was an ex-
treme, as was the life of pleasure
he had experienced as a prince.
The Middle Way can also be
seen as the correct view between

existence and non-existence as

found in Nagarjuna’s teaching
of Emptiness.

One thing that I understand
from this is that I need to be
very careful if I am going to
make absolute statements. For
instance, if I say, “Things are
much worse now than they used
to be,” it may be true from my
perspective and experience, but
someone else may see things
differently. I might want to
consider the issue from another
viewpoint, or think deeply about
whether it is really “true” or not.
In fact, I’'m sure we can come up
with a contrasting viewpoint; for
example, “Things were so much
easier back then...” I’m not sure
when “back then” is; it could be
in my youth when all I had to
worty about was when 1 could
get my next Atari game car-
tridge, or maybe it could mean

in the days before television.

Maybe this kind of reflection
and analysis could be seen as
moving us closer to Wisdom—
Buddha teaches us to try and
see things as they are instead of
as I zhink they are. But this is
very difficult. Even in a worldly
sense, can I really separate my
thought from my experiences?
Can I really view things without
the opinions and prejudices that
I hold? Can I see the world with
the Wisdom of the Buddha?
Can I really see myself, as 1 truly
am and not as I just want to see
myself?

Most likely not. But maybe
that’s Maybe 1 don’t
have to hold to an absolute see

okay.

things as they are approach
to life. It doesn’t mean that I
shouldn’t aspire to see things
more as they are than as I think

they are. But perhaps it is just as
important to realize that I don’t
see things as they are; that I am
constantly reacting based on my
preconceptions, my misconcep-
Maybe
this is seeing myself as I am—a
foolish being filled with karmic
obstructions, unable to awaken

tions, my prejudices.

Buddha Wisdom on my own.

This doesn’t mean that [
give up everything I believe in.
It doesn’t mean that I should
just go on with life without any
convictions. I still have opin-
ions. And I still make mistakes.
But the teaching of the Middle
Way gives me a route to follow;
encourages me to reflect on
myself and my thoughts, words
and actions, within the light of
the Buddha’s wisdom and com-
passion, with the Nembutsu as
my guide.

BCA Administrative Update

The Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) announces that Alan Kita, chief

administrative officer, is no longer with the BCA. We gratefully appreciate
his service to the BCA over the past two years and wish him all the best in
his future endeavors. All BCA business-related issues may be re-directed to

Kevin Arakaki at the BCA national headquarters.

Reedley Buddhist Church
P.O. Box 24

(2035 - 15th Street)
Reedley, CA 93654-0024
Tel: (559) 638-2146
www.reedleybc.org

Reedley Buddhist Church

The Reedley Buddhist Church was established in 1936 at the present site in Reedley in
California’s Central Valley. As a result of WWII, the principal section of the church’s shrine,
the Go-ku-den, was dismantled and taken to the Poston, Arizona Relocation Camp by Rev.
Seijo Onoyama. Upon the members’ postwar return to Reedley, the altar was accompanied
back to Reedley by the first church president, Mr. Kango Togioka. During this time, the Church
undertook an expansion and reconstruction program in which most of the work on the church
was done by members. The new hondo and altar were dedicated in 1953. It continues to be one

of the most beautiful onaijin in the area.
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By Dr. Kent Matsuda
BCA President
Enmanji Buddhist Temple

Lastyear in August, while attending the 32nd
World Joint Coordinating Council Meeting for
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha in Southampton,

Message
Researching Shin Buddhism: US, Japan & England

England, I met Professor Louella Matsunaga.

She is a senior lecturer on the Anthropology of
Japan at Oxford Brookes University in Oxford,

England.

Professor Matsunaga is researching how
Shin Buddhism is practiced in the United
States, compared to Japan and England. She

has visited BCA temples in the past, and next

summer she would like to return to California

and visit more of our temples. She would like
to experience some of the activities at BCA
temples, as well as talk to temple members.
Professor Matsunaga will be in this country
from mid-June until late August, 2016. I rec-
ommended that she visit the Orange County
Buddhist Church (OCBC). OCBC is one of
the busiest temples in the BCA and has a very
active education program that is partially run
by the OCBC’s ministers’ assistants.
Additionally, many of the BCA’s archived
materials are at the Japanese American Na-

her research.

tional Museum in Los Angeles, so visiting
Southern California should be very helpful for

If possible, Professor Matsunaga will try to
visit other temples, but this will be determined
by her schedule and her budget.

While she is in Southern California, she
will need lodging. I am hoping that, with the
information I am presenting in this column,

we can arrange for someone to help Profes-

sor Matsunaga with accommodations. If that
person is you, please let me know.

By Rev. Alan Sakamoto,
Central California District

At the end of February
2015, I drove down to Los
Angeles to visit my uncle
on my way to the BCA Na-
tional Council Meeting in
San Diego. He had recently
experienced a rough case of
pneumonia and was hos-
pitalized for about a week,
and then he had to spend
a few weeks in a rehabilita-

The Best Gift You Can Give Someone is...?

tion center before returning
home. I entered his home
and was warmly greeted, as
always. My cousin happened
to be there too since they
had just returned from my
uncle’s doctor appointment.
My uncle was sitting at the
kitchen table eating lunch.
He had lost some weight
and was obviously weak
from his extended stay in the
hospital and rehab center,
but as always, he had a huge
smile to greet me. He asked
how I was and how Renka,
my wife, was, and of course,
how everything in Fresno
was. [ asked him how he was
feeling, and he replied that
the time in the hospital and
rehab center were the “most
terrible time” he had experi-
enced. It was obvious from

his smile and his words that
he was very happy to return
home. He started to tell me
stories about his friends and
experiences at past BCA
National Council Meetings,
and his memory was as clear
as if it had just occurred.

It was at this point that I
realized that the greatest gift
that we can give someone,
especially family members,
is ourselves. This was only
my fifth time back to Los
Angeles since I had moved
to Fresno. I had thought
that the three- to four-hour
drive took too long and that
I could utilize my time better
doing something else. I was
wrong! I realized that send-
ing gifts of food, pictures, or
money couldn’t replace see-
ing the twinkle in my uncle’s

eyes, nor was there anything
more valuable than sitting
with him. He may have told
me the same stories that [
heard over and over again
from prior visits. You know,
the ones that I could prob-
ably finish for him. But,
the time we share with our
loved ones is irreplaceable,
priceless.

We take for granted so
many things in our lives. We
should be grateful for our
health and just being able to
wake up in the morning. Or,
how about the cup of coffee
or tea you may have in the
morning? Are we thankful
for the ability to drink?
What about all the people
that had to work hard to
provide us with that coffee,
tea, hot water, and cup...just

to name a few? This “taking
things for granted” attitude
the
morning ritual. How about

extends way beyond

the ones that we love? Do
you say “thank you,” or that
you appreciate them or even
a simple “love you?” Do you
spend time with them?
this

of appreciation has

Over time, sense
got-
ten dull as we take things
for granted. Rev. Gyomay
Kubose wrote, “Buddhism
is awareness.” This simple
sentence is spot on! How
aware are we today in our
busy lives? We need to take
an inventory of what is
truly important before we
can appreciate all that we
are fortunate to have and
experience.

Sometimes it takes a

swift kick in the rear, and
sometimes, it takes sitting
across a kitchen table from
relative who is truly a Bod-
hisattva. It takes a Bodhisat-
tva to show us the path to a
Buddha-Dharma life.

I am very fortunate to
have found a Bodhisattva
who has and continues to
teach me how to live. I'm
the one who received the
greatest gift from him.

Finally, my advice to
you? Go and visit that family
member. If necessary, put
aside any differences you
have, and remember that
the greatest gift that you can
give is yourself.

I go to the Buddha for guidance.
I go to the Dbarma for guidance.
I go to the Sangha for guidance.

BCA Welcomes Five New Ministers

The Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) Office of
the Bishop is pleased to announce that two Kyoshi ministers,
Rev. Kory Quon (left) and Rev. Matthew Hamasaki (center),
and Kaikyoshi minister Rev. Sala M. Sekiya (right) have very
recently been appointed within the BCA. Two additional
Kyoshi ministers, Rev. Mutsumi Wondra and Rev. Candice
Shibata, will be introduced in the next issue of the Whee/ of
Dharma. Please join us in welcoming our new ministers!

Rev. Kory Quon

As of August 1, Bishop Kodo
Umezu has assigned me as the
new resident minister of the Ven-
ice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple.
I am happy to bring my wife Kim
and son to this warm and beauti-
ful family temple. I look forward
to sharing my life and apprecia-
tion for Amida’s Newbutsu with all
who are ready.

I grew up as a Jodo Shinshu B
Buddhist at the Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple (LA Betsuin/Nishi) and did the usual things: I went
to Dharma School with 15+ years of perfect attendance,
attended the Sazshin Dgjo (Summer Program), and had vari-
ous cabinet positions in the Nishi Junior Young Buddhist
Association (Jr. YBA).

However, 1 didn’t understand the gift that we had
received and took it for granted. At 20, I was posed the
question, “When has Amida been there for your” I could
not think about a time when Amida and Nawu Awrida Butsu
had not, and this sparked an appreciation that I have always
tried to share. For the past 17 years, I have (among other
things) worked in two temple offices, been on staff at the
Los Angeles Buddhist Coordinating Council Camp, spent
six years as the Nishi Jr. YBA advisor, 10 years as a Dharma
School teacher, and five years as a ministet’s assistant for
the Gardena Buddhist Church.

I'am thankful to all who paved the way and guided me to
Amida and Shinran’s Teachings. When deeply contemplating
where I would be without Jodo Shinshu, I cannot imagine

living such a wonderful life and having such a wonderful
Nembutsu family. Wouldn’t you want to share Amida’s gift
of the Primal Vow as well? Nawo Amida Butsu

Rev. Matthew Hamasaki

I was born and raised in Berke-
ley, California and graduated from
Berkeley High School. My grand-
parents and father are from the
Placer area in Northern California.

Growing up, I attended the
Berkeley Buddhist
was active in Dharma School and
Church League basketball. T was
not the easiest child to coach or

Temple and

teach, but my teachers were very patient with my annoying
antics. I credit them in large part with fostering my interest
in Buddhism and basketball. In high school I was active in
the Jr. YBA.

I went to the University of California, Davis and gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Arts in religious studies and a minor
in psychology. While at Davis, I was on the board of the
Japanese American Student Society. I also took part in the
College YBA, a group that brought together Buddhist col-
lege students from different temples and offered them an
organization away from home.

After Davis, I returned to Berkeley and went to the In-
stitute of Buddhist Studies (IBS). I graduated with a Master
in Buddhist studies. The IBS offered a student exchange
program with Ryukoku University in Kyoto, Japan, and I
was fortunate enough to study Japanese for a year there. I
received Tokudo ordination in 2012, and Kyoshi certifica-
tion this year. I was given the wonderful opportunity to
receive orientation at the Salt Lake Buddhist Temple, and
was finally assigned to the Central California District, where
we are implementing the new hub system. Instead of one
minister per temple, a team of ministers rotate between the
different temples in our district. It’s exciting and I have had
a great experience so far! Everyone is so nice and welcoming
and the food is so good! I am looking forward to the future
here!

Rev. Sala M. Sekiya

I began my new career this
September at the Seattle Bud-
dhist Church under Rinban
Rev. Donald Castro.

Originally from Tokyo,
Japan, I spent my high school
and college years in various
parts of the U.S. because of
my father’s work. Having
the opportunity to be in

this diverse mix of people
and different ways of think-
ing, my experiences in the U.S. led me to ponder how we
should face the world and ourselves. The world sometimes
seems filled with anger, sadness, and hatred, although
many of us seek happiness and peace. Why is that?

While working for a Japanese company back in Tokyo,
I started studying Buddhism and visited temples of differ-
ent sects. In my secking I became interested in Pureland
Buddhism and found Shinran Shonin’s path of Nembutsu,
which led me to focus and walk the Buddhist path for
good, finding answers to my questions.

I am grateful for all the training I was able to receive
since then, with support from many people and organiza-
tions including Chuo Bukkyo Gakuin, the International
Ministerial Orientation Program (IMOP), and the Hong-
wanji liturgy school.

I truly value the time we spend with the Buddha
Dharma. Liturgy and chanting help me align myself as a
Buddhist to be in front of Amida Buddha. I am looking
forward to sharing valuable time chanting and reciting the
Nembutsu together with you in the coming days, hoping
that someday the calm vibe of Nembutsu voices will sut-
round the world.

Lastly, I would like to extend my sincere appreciation
to Bishop Umezu and the staff at BCA Headquarters for
all their work to allow me to serve as a BCA minister. And,
to the wonderful people at Seattle Betsuin, I feel very
privileged to walk along with you.



PAGE 4

WHEEL OF DHARMA

IMOP and SHARE:
Bridging Eastern and Western Cultures

The Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) and our mother organization in Ja-
pan, the Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha, are working together to bridge cultural differ-
ences between east and west as we share the universal teachings of Shinran Shonin.
Over 100 years ago, the Hongwanji sent the first ministers to Hawaii and the mainland
US to propagate Shin Buddhism. Now in the 21st century, two new programs are be-
ing implemented to this end: the International Ministerial Orientation Program
(IMOP) and Staff of Hongwanji Advanced Research and Education (SHARE).

This is the sixth year of IMOP. IMOP gives Japanese ministers the opportunity
to visit and speak at temples, attend English classes and lectures, and participate in
ministerial internships outside of Japan for three months. Since it began, 12 ministers
have become kaikyoshi in four Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha overseas districts, includ-
ing the BCA. This year, two ministers are participating in IMOP: Rev. Chikako
Tsuyama and Rev. Yugo Fujita.

SHARE is another three-month program, now in its second year. According to
Rev. Anan Hatanaka of the Tsukiji Hongwanji, who has returned for the second time,
“The purpose of the visit is for Hongwanji staff to observe and learn as much as pos-
sible about Jodo Shinshu in America and how our tradition is practiced here.”

We would like to introduce the three ministers participating in IMOP and
SHARE in 2015.

Rev. Chikako Tsuyama: I was born in Niigata, in the city of Echigo where Eshinni
was born. My father was the minister of Sainenji Temple.

I graduated from Musashino Bijutsu University, a Japanese art
university. I studied advertising. After that, I was engaged in the pro-
duction of TV commercials for about 16 years. Four years ago, 1
entered the Tokyo Bukkyo Gakuin, a Shin Buddhist school beside
the Tsukiji Hongwanji in Tokyo. I graduated while I was working
and I received Tokudo ordination that same year.

I decided to become a minister after visiting temples in Hawaii about
six times over a period of two years, while I worked in the web department of Isetan
Mitsukoshi Ltd. At that time I had some family problems. The ministers and members
of Hawaii’s temples showed me great kindness and gave me the teachings of Shinran
Shonin. I was saved in Hawaii. After that, I trained for two weeks in the International
Propagation Seminar at the Hongwaniji International Center in Kyoto. Now I'm trying
to become a Kaikyoshi minister in America. I am not young anymore, but my mind and
passion are fresh and strong!

My favorite music is house and rock music. My hobby is snorkeling. My favorite
quote by Shinran is:
Through countless kalpas and innumerable lives,
We did not know the strong cause of liberation;
Were it not for our teacher Genku,
This present life also would pass in vain.

(CWS p.387, Hymns of the Pure Land Masters)

Rev. Yugo Fujita: I was born in Tokyo and grew up in Kagawa prefecture. I received
a bachelor’s degree in Shin Buddhist Studies from Ryukoku University, and I’'m cur-
rently studying for a master’s degree in Practical Shin Buddhism at
the Ryukoku University Graduate School.

I have a lot of reasons for deciding to become a minister. I vis-
ited Seattle from November 2014 to August 2015 to study English.
I felt joyful when American sangha members and I were reciting
the Nembutsu. And then, I thought that I would enjoy doing this
and listening to the teachings of Amida Buddha with people who
live in the US.

My favorite foods are pizza and curried rice, and I like pop, grunge, and classical
music. Some of my hobbies are karaoke, basketball, swimming, and running. My fa-
vorite quote by Shinran is: “In people who have long heard the Buddha’s Name and
said the Nembutsu, surely there are signs of rejecting the evil of this world and signs
of their desire to cast off the evil in themselves.” (CWS p.553, Lamp for the Latter Ages)

Rev. Anan Hatanaka: I was born in Fukui prefecture and graduated from Chuo Buk-
kyo Gakuin.

Last year I had the experience of visiting about 30 Buddhist
temples in the BCA as well as in Canada, and I attended various
lectures and seminars. It was important to actually see with my
own eyes and hear with my own ears about Buddhism in the West
during my visit. I will take back to Japan ideas and themes I was
able to learn about. I would like to report these ideas and themes
to Japan and I would personally like to put them into action and
help spread the Nembutsu teaching,

My favorite foods are natto and soba. My favorite music is gagaku [an ancient
form of Japanese court music with roots in Buddhism]. My hobby is soccer. My favor-
ite quote by Shinran is: “When I consider deeply the Vow of Amida, which arose from
five kalpas of profound thought, I realize that it was entirely for the sake of myself
alone!” (CWS p.679, A Record in Lament of Divergences)

Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course - Monthly Essay

This article was written in response to an assignment for the JSCC
and reflects the author’s individual understanding of this topic.

Visit: www.JSCC.cbe-bca.org for course details

How have the Three Baskets (Tripitaka)
and the Three Dharma Seals enabled the
teachings of the Buddha to continue thriving
for the past 2,500 years?

By Jennifer Sotozaki, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

Many religions have existed for thousands of years; this is not unique to Bud-
dhism. These religions still thrive today and are practiced around the world. One dif-
ference, however, is that Buddhism is currently gaining more and more practitioners
from traditionally non-Buddhist countries. For example, Buddhism has been on the
rise in North America, which is traditionally a Christian region. In fact, the 2011 Cana-
dian census shows that Buddhism is one of the top five religions in Canada. How have
Buddhist teachings contributed to this proliferation?

This month’s reading says that “Sakyamuni Buddha is said to have taught ac-
cording to the needs and capacities of his audience, like a doctor prescribing the ap-
propriate medicine according to the ailments of the patient.” In many other religions,
the opposite is true; practitioners are expected to mold themselves to the teachings.
The idea of the teachings being catered to the audience is one that is gaining a foot-
hold in some religions, but only in modern times. Buddhism has taken this stance
since day one. With such flexibility, it is natural that Buddhism would be attractive to a
variety of audiences.

The Three Baskets or the Tripitaka are the sutra, the monastic code, and the com-
mentarial literature (sastras). Our reading indicates that the sastras were “composed to
clarify the true meaning Sakyamuni’s teachings so that they could be correctly under-
stood in each era and culture that has been touched by the wisdom of the Buddha.”
Again, Buddhism shows itself to be a flexible school of thought and, to use modern
jargon, “future-proof.” Despite being thousands of years old, Buddhism is imbued
with the concepts of modern liberalism, which makes it naturally more attractive to
contemporary North Americans.

Different schools of Buddhism focus on different sutras, which give practitio-
ners different options when pursuing study. Of course, this is a fairly new approach to
spiritual life; traditionally religions acquire practitioners based on the culture. Children
participate in the spiritual practice of their parents, and become practitioners them-
selves. Because Buddhism travelled from India to various countries in the rest of Asia,
its texts gained a wide audience. Once in a given country, the locals would naturally be
drawn to the sutras which were closest to their own pre-existing culture and beliefs.

Monastic life is not a common path in developed countries. Many monastics are
drawn by a religious calling, as well as the stability of the life. While monastics are ex-
pected to surrender their attachments, they are provided with shelter and the basics of
life. This stability would appeal to those who are unable to attain these basics on their
own. The teachings of Buddhism may have also resonated more strongly with people
who were without the means to provide for themselves. Throughout history, and
sadly, in the modern world, there have been many people without access to the basic
requirements of life. Embracing Buddhism has given these people the staples of life
and in turn, monastics show their gratitude by living according to the monastic code.

Unsurprisingly, Jodo Shinshu Buddhism is popular in North America as well as
Japan, partly because one can practice as a layperson. Even ministers in the tradition
are able to live a contemporary, “modern” lifestyle, without the restrictions associated
with monastic life. Temples provide a meeting place for practitioners, which in turn
give laypeople a sense of belonging to a greater community. The code of practice is
inclusive, which is a must for many people seeking a spiritual path in our modern age.

The Three Dharma Seals are impermanence, lack of independent self (or inter-
connectedness), and nirvana. As Buddhism propagated throughout the world, these
three ideas formed the foundation of Buddhism. As Buddhism does not rely on idol
worship, or the belief in a deity, it was not in direct competition with other religions of
the world. It is perfectly acceptable to be Christian, for example, and to live life ac-
cording the Noble Eightfold Path. Again, this flexibility, or the simplicity of the ideas
has allowed Buddhism to grow and to be followed in harmony with other spiritual
paths. Of course, this is not always possible. There will always be spiritual beliefs that
are incompatible with any other path, but where possible, Buddhism can blossom
amongst other systems and form a symbiotic relationship wherein each path influ-
ences the other.

Jen lives in Ottawa and attends Jodo Shinshu services at the Ottawa Japanese Cultural Centre. She
developed an interest in Buddhism about ten years ago while planning her wedding. She is a techni-
cal writer at a local high tech company and enjoys spending time with her family and her cats.

CBE 2015 Tentative Calendar of Events

(at the Jodo Shinshu Center unless noted otherwise. Dates and programming subject to change.)

October 10: Fall Japanese Dharma Gathering with Rev. Chikako Tsuyama, Rev. Yugo Fujita,
Rev. Anan Hatanaka, and Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara (program is in Japanese)

October 15-17: Ministers’ Continuing Education Seminar (MCE) at the Salt Lake Buddhist
Temple in conjunction with 2015 Parliament of the World’s Religions, in Salt Lake City, UT.
Program includes discussion group on the future of Shinshu in America; classes taught by BCA
ministers; a sacred spaces area where BCA ministers can share our Jodo Shinshu teachings with
other faith leaders and the general public, and more.

December 10-12: Winter Minister’s Assistant Program (MAP)

Website: www.BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org
Email: cbe@bcahq.org Phone: (510) 809-1460

BCA Bookstore News by Gayle Noguchi BupDEIE;

Now available: Buddbisn On Air: Televised Kaleidoscope of a Grow-
ing Religion by Kenneth Kenshin Tanaka, paperback, $15.95.

Like Rev. Dr. Ken Tanaka’s previous publication Ocean, Buddbism
On Air provides a comprehensive introduction to Buddhism articulated e
in an easy to read and understand format, with access to the TV series
available online. Based on a yeatlong televised series that aired in the Los Angeles area, this
unique publication presents in transcript form talks and interviews with noted Buddhist
teachers and scholars on a broad range of topics related to Buddhism — its teachings, prac-
tices, and cultural and artistic features. Combining it with the online videos makes it an
ideal teaching tool that brings the material to life. Buddbism On Air is a valuable resource
for temple libraries, and for creating Dharma School lessons, Buddhist Education pro-
grams and workshops, and Book Club discussion groups. It is recommended for all who
want to learn the basics of Buddhism, whether they have been lifelong temple members or
are first-time visitors to your temple.

To order, go to www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org and click on the BCA Book-
store link, or (510) 809-1435 / gnoguchi@bcahq.org. The BCA Bookstore is open
Wednesday through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Like us on Facebook.
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BCA YOUTH VOICES: Young people share their experiences in Buddhist
Churches of America’s (BCA) youth leadership and Buddhist education activities.
Learn more about the BCA Youth Advocacy Committee (YAC) at: bcayouth.org

Finding “Dharma Buddies For Life”

By Trey Sano, Fresno Betsuin Buddhist Temple

On July 6, I traveled
to the Sacramento Buddhist
Temple for the 11th annual
Youth Advocacy Commit-
tee (YAC) Retreat. The
main reason I decided to
attend was because my
brother, a member of the
7th YAC Retreat, had told
me how life-changing it was
and how much fun he had
had while he was there. 1
was the only one to attend
from the Central California
Jt. Young Buddhist Asso-
ciation (CC Jr. YBA). I felt
slightly nervous coming to
a retreat with fourteen
other delegates who came

The BCA YAC Summer Retreat is an annnal gathering for youth
ages 15-18, hosted by the Buddbist Church of S acramento and

sponsored by the Youth Advocacy Committee. This year’s retreat was
beld from July 6-12, with 15 attendees. Photos by Jim Shimomaye

from all over California, as
well as Oregon, Washing-
ton, and even Virginia. I
had no idea what to expect.
However, while I was there
I made great friendships
and memories. The group
of kids that attended were
the most accepting I had
ever met. Everyone
seemed to enjoy the time
we spent together and no

one was ever left out.

While at the retreat,

we learned how to run services as Youth Minister Assistants. We were split into two
toban groups and switched off running each service. We did everything from setting
up the onazjin before the service, to ringing the &ansho, to giving our own howas, also
known as Dharma talks. We learned the different customs and etiquette that were to
be displayed during each service. Also we were taught and were expected to lead dif-
ferent chants throughout the week. One of my favorite memories from YAC 11
would be the feeling I got when everyone started chanting in unison in loud, clear
voices. It gave us a sense of confidence and oneness.

Throughout the week, we also had workshops led by the different ministers.
One workshop that I remember well is the “Who is Shinran?” workshop led by Rev.
Yuki Sugahara from the Buddhist Church of Florin. Rev. Yuki taught us about Shin-
ran Shonin’s life and how it is very difficult to become enlightened by yourself. To
explain this, he had us all in a circle and blindfolded one person. He then put a basket-
ball in the middle of the circle and had the blindfolded person try and hit the ball with
a broom. Because of the blindfold, the person had a very difficult time hitting the ball.
Then he had Rev. Patti Oshita help the blindfolded person until they hit the ball. Rev.
Yuki explained that the ball symbolized enlightenment and, although it is difficult to
become enlightened by yourself, it can be easier if someone is there to help you.

Another workshop that comes to mind is the “What is Nembutsu?” workshop,
led by Rev. Bob Oshita of the Sacramento Betsuin. He told to us that when we recite
the Nembutsu it shows our gratitude for the Buddha’s teachings. He then explained to
us what gratitude is. Throughout the week, we had become sleep, deprived waking up
early for services and going to sleep late. Knowing this, Rev. Bob told us to take a
quick 30-minute nap. We all understood what gratitude was after that.

On July 9, we had a day trip to the Jodo Shinshu Center (JSC) in Berkeley and
the BCA headquarters in San Francisco. It was a great bonding trip for all of us. We
started to solidify our friendships. Last January I had actually met four members of the
YAC 11 group at the JSC for the annual YAC Leadership Summit. The five of us
thought back to that time at the JSC where we were first introduced to YAC and
started learning what it was all about.

Later that day, we headed to the BCA Headquarters in San Francisco. We were
able to visit the spa located on the top of the Buddhist Church of San Francisco
building. We felt very lucky and fortunate to be able to meet Bishop Umezu.

However, as the retreat came to a close, reality started to settle in. After we were
all able to bond so well and gain such strong friendships, the week was suddenly fin-
ished. Personally, I had a bittersweet feeling when leaving the retreat. Although I felt
sad because 1 was leaving my new friends whom I had grown so close to, I realized
that I would see them again. They had become my DBFLs (Dharma Buddies For Life)
and helped me understand just how important friends can be. Also, it was great to
look back on what we had accomplished that week. We all worked very hard and are
now graduates of the retreat.

I would like to give a thank you to Rev. Patti, Rev. Bob, Rev. Tim, Rev. Carol,
Rev. Keith, and Rev. Kelvin for their thoughtful guidance, to the cooking crew at the
Sacramento Betsuin for the delicious meals, to the Fresno Buddhist Temple and the
YAC committee for allowing me to participate in such a wonderful retreat, to Mr.
Keith Sawada and Matt Nitta for their outstanding photography skills, to Sensei Koi-
chi Mizushima for looking after us late at night, to all the members of YAC 11 for
making my time at the retreat the best possible, and to my brother for recommending
such an amazing opportunity to me. I can honestly say that being a part of YAC 11
was one of the best things that has happened to me. I recommend it to any young
Buddhist who is interested in the Dharma and to anyone who wants to participate in a
truly life-changing experience.

Buddhist Global Relief Walks to Feed the Hungry
BCA Temples join SF, NY and San Jose walks

Every year, Buddhist Global [l WALK To FEED
Relief (BGR) plans a number of ﬁ
“Walks to Feed the Hungry” in @@ THE HU NG RY
cities and towns around the US and ‘ i

elsewhere, including Cambodia and

India, to raise funds for an array of »iq i .

projects which combat chronic . buddhist global relief

hunger and malnutrition worldwide.

The walks, states the BGR website, “bring together Buddhists from different commu-
nities under a shared purpose.... A walk offers us the chance to express compassion in
action in solidarity with the world’s poor.”

For the third year in a row, participating BCA temples include the Buddhist
Church of San Francisco (BCSF) (October 24) and the New York Buddhist Church
(October 31). San Jose Buddhist Betsuin is also participating this year (October 11).

Please go online to participate in, donate to, or organize a walk in your area:
buddhistglobalrelief.giv.sh/annual-walk

Bhikkhuni Santussika, a key organizer for the San Francisco Walk, describes the
event as “a time for practice, mindful walking, spreading loving kindness, making
spiritual friends, and exercise. It will be a pilgrimage of harmony amongst many as we
visit locations of such as Gold Mountain Monastery, Buddhist Church of SF (where
we will pay respects to the Buddha’s relics), the Vietnamese Buddhist Association of
SF, and the Mindfulness Care Center.”

This year, the founder of Buddhist Global Relief, president of the Buddhist As-
sociation of the United States (BAUS) and renowned translator/scholat/teacher, the
Venerable Bhikkhu Bodhi, will participate in the SF Walk.

“The SF Walk is a really inspiring, fun and relaxing event for all ages,” explains
Yumi Hatta, BCSF board member. “You can walk for the whole 3.3 miles or any por-
tion of it. BCSF enjoys hosting the walkers as one of the pilgrimage rest stops. We
provide water and snacks; gather in our hondo for reflection and BGR stories; and pay
respects to the Buddha’s relics in our stupa. The annual event supports an amazing
array of projects globally as well as benefiting a local organization. No advance regis-
tration is necessary. All are welcome!”

What Buddhism Means to Me
By Akemi Yoshida, Palo Alto Buddhist Temple

[
Dharma School Senior Akemi Yoshida (second from right) was selected to receive the annnal
Palo Alto Buddhist Women's Association Ruby Inonye Scholarship. Pictured from left to right
are Akemi’s mother Magali Y oshida, ber grandmother Amelia Fuentes, Ruby Inonye,
Akemi, and resident minister Rev. Dean Koyama. (Photo conrtesy of Carl Yanari)

Buddhism to me means a community of compassion which has given me
strength during difficult times. The most difficult time in my life was when my father
passed away. It was really hard for my mother and me. I’d like to think that his passing
has not affected me in any way, but of course it has. When I come home from school
or being out with friends, I still see little fragments of him around the house: a paint-
ing he picked up while we were at the flea market, an antique Japanese sake bottle he
brought from Japan, and the ring I had inherited from him after he passed away are all
still reminders of my father.

While he was alive we were like Lewis and Clark discovering new territory. We
would go to Shoreline Park every weekend and stroll around in rain or shine, admiring
the wildlife and trying to capture the lizards that would scurry over our feet while we
walked down the trail. He meant the world to me and we shared so much together. I
remember the day of the surgery he was smiling and waving at me as he dropped me
off at school. Being twelve years old at the time, I took him for granted. He went to
the hospital expecting to get restorative surgery that would remove the cancer and give
him more time to live. That was the last time I saw him strong, not needing assistance
to go to the bathroom, not needing to be fed from a tube, and not needing a respira-
tor to help him breathe.

When he was sick, there were Temple members who would always make sure
that my mom and I were doing alright. They never hesitated to step in and offer their
unconditional love and support to my mother and me. Reverend Masuda visited him
in the hospital and took me out to get sandwiches for dinner one night. On the day of
his passing, my mom and I were driven by the manager of our apartment complex and
there we met Reverend. He burned incense and we said our goodbyes to my father.
During our process of grieving we were surrounded by support from the Temple.
Never in my life would I have thought that all these strangers could feel like family
to me.

My Buddhist religion served to keep me positive and strong through the griev-
ing. Focusing on getting through one day at a time, thinking of others that were suf-
fering through more than I was, and the kindness and dana of others were strengths I
used to work through my sadness. As a result, I think I am a more thoughtful and
giving person, thinking more of others and wanting to incorporate those Buddhist
qualities that I saw from others that benefitted me. As I graduate from Dharma
School I will take all these life lessons and wonderful qualities with me. I am so grate-
ful to my Temple and my religion for exposing me to the Buddhist way.
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New Dana Program Begins
Offerings in Gratitude: Supporting our Nembutsu Community

This October, members and supporters of the Buddhist Church-
es of America are receiving a letter and brochure from Rev. Kodo
Umezu, BCA Bishop, introducing the new BCA Dana Program.

Here is an excerpt from his letter:

“. .. A life of Nembutsu is a life surrounded by caring people.
The Nembutsu life gives us strength and courage to live with con-
fidence, joy, and appreciation. We do not need to envy or blame

peacefully with one another.”
“Let us appreciate the gift of community created by those who
have passed on before us, and let us connect with more people to-

day. It is our joy and privilege to share the Nembutsu teaching with

everyone. The power of one individual may be limited, but when we

others. There is no need for praying. We live our lives as we are and

do our best in each and every moment. The Nembutsu teaching

becomes our source of energy for living.”

“Many people are looking for a community like ours. Many
people are longing for a true and real connection with Shinran
Shonin. Many people are searching for a world where we can live

join our efforts, we can impact the greater society.”
“With this in mind, I would like to humbly ask each and every
one of you to reflect on and support the BCA’s new Dana Program.”

Please visit www.BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org and click on

Dana Program to see donations options. Questions? Please contact

the Development Office by phone: (415) 776-5600 x311 or by email:
donate@bcahq.otg. Thank you for your continuing care and genet-
osity. Namo Amida Butsul!

Artwork by Tessa Asato

Quietly Launched: A Thousand x Thousand x Four Wishes
A grassroots effort to replenish §4 million for today,

A number of Buddhist Churches of
America (BCA)
friends have generously responded to Rev.

ministers, leaders, and
Marvin Harada’s informal challenge at the
end of 2014 for a “Thousand x Thousand x

Four” pledges to total $4 million.

“The Jodo Shinshu Center is a wonder-
ful facility that has reaped many benefits for
our entire BCA. While it was expensive to
build, no one questions its value or impor-

tance now. We can all see how beneficial the
building is to our BCA.

“In otrder to build it, we had to take out
a bank loan and we were loaned funds from
our own BCA Endowment. Gratefully, we
have paid back the loan to California Bank
and Trust, but we still need to pay back the
$4 million loan to the Endowment.

“The thought occurred to me: What if
we could get 1,000 people from our entire
BCA Sangha of 16,000+ members to donate

tomorrow and beyond

$1,000 a year for 4 years? Then our $4 mil-
lion dollar debt would be all paid off, and
we would be able to receive that much more
funding from the interest earned through
the Endowment! That is the thinking behind
the Thousand x Thousand x Four fundraising
project.

“Please join me as a Thousand x Thou-
sand x Four donor. This is a challenge to
ourselves—to ensure that the BCA Endow-
ment Foundation will have adequate funds

to keep advancing our Dharma mission.”
— Rev. Marvin Harada

Together, Thousand x Thousand x Four
donors have given over $42,000 to replen-
ish the BCA Endowment Foundation! Find
out how you can help support this effort by
contacting the Development Office at: do-
nate@bcahq.otg or phone: (415) 776-5600
ext. 311. Gassho with palms together, from
the Buddhist Churches of America.

Thousand x Thousand x Four Donors

Tom and Ellen Crane Charitable Fund

Georgia Daikai

Jeff and Namy Folick

Minoru and Aiko Fujii
Charlene Grinolds

Marvin and Gail Harada
Jerry and Carmela Hirano
Gary and Sandra Hongo

Lon and Sheila Inaba

Ronald Kobata

Mick and Norma Kubota
Jeffery Matsuoka

Kent Matsuda

Aki and Emi Nakao

In memory of George and Chiyeko Sasaki
Thomas and Greer Nishikawa
Michiko Okazaki

Gary Omori

Charles and Teri Ozaki

Rick Stambul

Shizuko Strom

As of August 31, 2015

Sandra Takeda

Roger and Arlene Suekama
Patricia Takeda

Sumiye and Dianne Tanabe
Kenneth Tanimoto

Kodo and Janet Umezu

Roy and Alice Wakida

Haruo and Shigeko Yamaoka
Raymond and Caroline Yamasaki

Otrganizations

Orange County Buddhist Women’s Association
On behalf of the 2014 Southern District Conference

White River Buddhist Temple Buddhist Women’s

Association

Namo Amida Butsu

If you made a donation prior to 8/31/15 and do not see
your name, please contact us.

In Remembrance of Nobi
The Noboru ¢ Yaeko Hanyu IBS Buddhist Chaplaincy Professorial Chair Endowment

By Rev. Seigen Yamaoka
IBS - Vice President of Development

The

Ametrica

Buddhist  Churches of
Endowment Foundation
recently received the Noboru and
Yaeko Hanyu Institute of Buddhist
Studies (IBS) Buddhist Chaplaincy
Professorial Chair Endowment, in the
sum of $625,198.21 from their trust.

The endowment was established
in 2011 by Mr. Hanyu in memory of
his beloved wife, Yacko, who passed
away on Nov. 1, 2002, after 54 years
of marriage. Mr. Hanyu passed away
on March 3, 2014 just before his 98th
birthday.

Nobi, as I knew him after our
long association, was a driving force
in most fund raising activities within
the Buddhist Churches of America
(BCA). He served as president of the
Buddhist Church of San Francisco,
and in 1977 was the BCA president.
I first met Nobi in 1958 as I was pre-
paring to go to Japan to study. To me
he was gruff and kind of scary. If you
said something he didn’t agree with

he would ask, “What do you mean by
that?” He was Mr. Big in the BCA.
He was the only constant leader in an

often revolving administration. He
held many responsible positions on
many committees, usually the office
of treasurer. You can imagine the
many meetings that he attended.
Through it all, his wife, Yae
encouraged and supported him.
When Nobi established the professo-
rial chait endowment, he said, ““This
chair is my way of expressing my

appreciation to Yae, for supporting
me. Through this gift, I hope to keep
her spirit of dana (giving) alive for the
Buddhist movement in America.”
He attributed his lifelong association
with the BCA to the loving support
of his wife.

In May, 2015, Rev. Dr. Daijaku
Kinst, Director of the IBS Chaplaincy
Program, was named the Noboru
and Yacko Hanyu Professor. Dr.
Kinst expressed her deep and humble
appreciation to the late Mr. and
Mrs. Hanyu for their generosity and
vision for the future of Buddhism in
America. “I will do the best I can to
fulfill their dream and vision,” said
Dr. Kinst.

Dr. Richard Payne, IBS Dean, also
expressed his deepest appreciation
for Mr. and Mrs. Hanyu’s generosity,
vision, and constant support of the
IBS.

If you would like to know more
about establishing a bequest or en-
dowment, please contact the Devel-
opment Office at donate@bcahq.otg
or call (415) 776-5600 ext. 311.
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Not Changed During Preceding 12 Months
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g 12 Months (i with this statement)
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)| Paid Distibution by Other Classes of Mail Through the USPS
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Rale
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2. Paid Electronic Copies > o
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77. Publication of Stalement of Ownership
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78 Signalure and Tille of Edilor, Publisher, Business Manager, o Owner Dale
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