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LIVING THROUGH A PANDEMIC

New Year’s Greeting from Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani

Happy New Year, everyone! At the be-
ginning of this New Year, I would like to
extend my best regards to you all.

Throughout the last year, the world
suffered from the pandemic of COVID-19,
which brought tremendous hardship to
many people, and we still are not able to see
when normalcy would return to our world.
On this occasion, I would like to offer my
deepest condolences to those who fell victim
to the disease and express my sympathies to
those who are currently undergoing treat-
ment.

Meanwhile, in the United States, the

media has widely reported systematic
discrimination against African Americans,
social unrest and division among the general
public brought on by the presidential elec-
tion. It concerns me that many people have
been left isolated in the midst of hardship.
“Dependent origination” is a universal
truth that Buddha Sakyamuni presented.
This fundamental Buddhist principle
expresses that every thing, martter, and
phenomenon arises from various causes and
conditions. None of us lives by ourselves.
We are living while being interconnected
and mutually supported by one another.

Considering the reality of a divided society,
it is important that everyone deeply reflects
on the principle of “dependent origination”
that represents the true state of the world.
Even though having been introduced to
the truth by Buddha Sakyamuni, ordinary
people like us are still not able to acceprt it
as it is. Therefore, to guide us to cope with
the suffering caused by our own ignorance,
Shinran Shonin clarifies Amida Buddha’s
compassion that always embraces us all.
When the world is facing this unimaginable

Continued on Page 8

Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani

New Year, New BCA Website

Goal Is to Share the

Teachings, Perspectives
with Newcomers, Others

By John Mullins
BCA Communications Committee

It’s no secret that the world is
ready to turn the page on the chal-
lenges of 2020.

At the same time, these chal-
lenges brought the essentials of our
lives into focus. Physical separation
from our temples gave us new
determination to stay connected to
the Dharma and each other through
online services, Dharma discussions,
and Sangha activities.

In that spirit, our BCA Commu-
nications Technology and Outreach
Subcommittee has been hard at work
over the past year on our new BCA
website. Coming from backgrounds
in marketing, technology, commu-
nications, and temple leadership,
the subcommittee undertook an

The new, updated BCA website will debut
in January 2021, the result of hard work by
the BCA Communications Technology and
Outreach Subcommittee over the past year.
(Courtesy of John Mullins)

A BUDDHIST COMMUNITY OF
FRIENDS AND FAMILIES

Listening to the Dharma Together

extensive review of the current BCA
website to identify opportunities for
growth.

While the website primarily

FYI

To view the new BCA website, go to
buddhistchurchesofamerica.org

serviced BCA members looking for
news and event information, we felt
that more could be done to share our
teachings with newcomers and others
searching for Buddhist perspectives.

Outreach feels especially import-
ant in a period that has shown the

Continued on Page 9

AWAKEN TO YOUR
TRUE SELF

A New Year’s Greeting

Let’s Express Shin Buddhism’s
Essence — ‘A Life of Gratitude’

By Rev. Marvin Harada
Bishop of the BCA

May 2021 be

this

terrible

A Happy New
Year to all of you!

in which we hope
to all get vaccinated

and see the end of

demic that we have

a year

pan-

Continued on Page 9
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BCA’s Theme for 2021 — ‘Sharing the Dharma Virtually’

Youth Membership,

A young Buddhist
and lifelong member
of the Orange Coun-
ty Buddhist Church
is battling leukemia
for the second time
and is in need of a
bone marrow trans-

Goodman,

OCBC Member Needs
Bone Marrow Match

Paul Goodman

Continued on Page 10

Music Committee OK’d

By Dr. Kent Matsuda
BCA President

The BCA National Board
discussed plans for the upcoming
vircual National Council meetings
in February, approved a new Music
Committee and agreed to lower
membership dues to $50 per year for
members under the age of 30.

In addition, the board took pre-
liminary steps to consider approving
the Young Buddhist Editorial —
which merged with the Young Adult
Buddhist Association over the sum-
mer. It granted YBE Candidate Af-
filiated Status for the next year while
it discusses whether to approve full
affiliated status to the organization.

The National Board took these
and other actions at a Zoom meeting
on Dec. 5, 2020. It marked the sec-
ond time a National Board meeting
was held virtually.

The meeting kicked off with Rev.
Marvin Harada, Bishop of the BCA,
announcing the BCA theme for 2021
— “Sharing the Dharma Virtually.”
Rev. Harada said his theme was
taken from the Southern District Jr.
Young Buddhist League’s successful
September 2020 virtual conference
— which also happened to be “Shar-
ing the Dharma Virtually.”

“I’m sure that many ministers
would say that they’re spending even

Continued on Page 10

NCM MEETING IN FEBRUARY

The virtual 2021 BCA Ministers Association
Meeting and BCA National Council Meeting
will be held over two weekends from Feb. 19-28.

Two notable events will be open to all — a
Feb. 27 Dharmathon with retired ministers Revs.
Ronald Kobata, Fumiaki Usuki, Patricia Usuki
and Yukiko Motoyoshi, and a Feb. 28 Eitaikyo

service for former Bishop Rev. Kodo Umezu.

Registration is $25. Deadline is Jan. 31. To
register and for more information, go to: hteps://

becancm.org
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YBE to Celebrate First-Year Anniversary, Accomplishments

By Trevor Yokoyama
Editor-in-Chief
Young Buddhist Editorial

When visiting other tem-
ples, I am often asked the

question, “How do we keep
the youth involved/engaged?”

With flat or declining
membership numbers in many
of the BCA districts, it is not
difficult to see why this has
become such an important
issue.

As a young temple mem-
ber, I have also asked myself
this question and while I can’t
point to a definitive answer,
I can provide some context.
“Young people are busy.”
With school, clubs, sports,
friends, internships, jobs and
a whole list of other reasons,
attending Sunday service is
usually an afterthought.

However, this is not to say

that Buddhism is no longer
relevant to these individuals.
Rather, I believe that Bud-
dhism is incredibly important
to these individuals, it is just
not as accessible. This is part
of the reason why we started
the Young Buddhist Editorial.

The organization was start-
ed with three main goals:

1. To solve the disconnect
between older and younger
Buddhists

2. To increase the un-
derstanding of the cultural
significance of Buddhism for
Asian Americans

3. To grow interest in
Buddhism in the age range of
18-40

With a group of 30 dedicat-
ed volunteers from around the
United States, we have been
able accomplish much in our
first year. Let’s take a look at
some of our accomplishments:

e BCA Affiliate Candidate
Organization

* 1 New Program to Bring
Young Adult Buddhist Groups
Together in Collaboration

* 1 Research Group Focus-
ing on Youth and Young Adult
Retentions

* 2 Open Calls

¢ 3 Successful Book Clubs

¢ 4 Columns for User Sub-

missions

Continued on Page 9

We Need to Give Thanks, Gratitude for Sacrifices of Others

By Rev. Ron Miyamura
Midwest Buddhist Temple

As Buddhists, we like to
think that we are good people.
As Shin Buddhists, perhaps
we know that we cannot know
good and bad.

Actually, we have to ac-
knowledge that we are evil
people full of blind passions,
and we also acknowledge that
we are grateful and thankful for
the Wisdom and Compassion
that is Amida Buddha.

We all like to think that we
are good people who don’t kill.

However, the reality might be a
bit different.

In Shin Buddhism, all sen-
tient beings, meaning all living
things, have the equal potential
for Buddhahood. So, all living
things are equal — humans,
animals and plants are living
things. And humans are not
superior to plants, and plants
are not superior to animals. All
sentient beings are equal and
have the equal Buddha-Nature.

We would like to think
that I do not kill, but that is
impossible. Each time I eat, I
eat plants and animals. These
plants and animals died so
that I can eat and continue to
live. The alternative is not to
kill plants and animals, which
means [ would starve, and thus
kill myself.

So, no matter what I do, I
have to kill. Either plants and
animals have sacrificed their
lives so that I can live or I will
starve. This is a dilemma that
is impossible to resolve when

I think about it. That is the
problem. We cannot use logic.
No matter that I do, I have to
kill. The only way to resolve
this issue is to find a spiritual
answer.

The Shin Buddhist response
is to appreciate the sacrifices
of others and to express our
thanks and gratitude.

When we eat, we can use
some Japanese words. We can
say, “itadaki-masu” before we
eat and “gochiso-sama” when
we finish eating. In a simple
translation, itadaki-masu
means “thankfully, I receive”
and gochiso-sama means I
appreciate this good food.”

But, these are Japanese
words, and they are beyond
translations. There is a whole
lot more meaning than just say-
ing thank you. There is a sense
of appreciation for everything
that went into making the food.
Everything from the seed, the
soil, the water, the sun and so
much more that allowed a plant

to grow. Maybe there was grass
and feed that allowed the cows,
pigs and chickens to grow.
And then there were the farm-
ers, truck drivers, grocery store
folks and so many others who
brought the foods to the store.
Then there was the person who
went shopping, there was the
cook who prepared the meal.
In short, there were so many
countless causes and conditions
to make even one meal.

We have to express our
gratitude. In the future, we
can make up some words in
English, but for now, we can
just say itadaki-masu and goch-
iso-sama.

We know that we are thank-
ful and grateful for the sacrific-
es of so many people, animals,
plants, and things that allow us
to survive each and every day.
We express our gratitude by
saying Namu Amida Butsu.

Namu Amida Butsu
With gratitude and kindness
beyond words.

The Spirit of ‘No Side’ Is the Teaching of the Middle Path

By Rev. Yushi Mukojima
Mountain View Buddhist Temple

The U.S. presidential elec-
tion took place last November
and it attracted a great deal of
attention worldwide. But the
election was also complicated
by historic political as well
as pandemic concerns, it has
taken longer than anticipated to
finalize the vote count, which

means that results remained
undecided.
Sadly, America is still

divided on many social issues.
Disagreements remain on topics
like religious conflicts, the

immigrant-refugee crises, and
BLM and LGBTQ+ concerns.
Unfortunately, from what we
see in the news, even friends
can abuse and wuse violence
against one other because of our
political differences.
Unfortunately, the ones
affected most painfully are the
children. Young people these
days are anxious and fearful
about discrimination and vio-

one’s social identity and of
protecting human rights. This
is how we can create a society
which is kind and thoughtful. I
believe this mindset is the only
way to unite, not divide, this
nation.

Two years ago, the Rugby
World Cup was hosted by Ja-
pan and it was a great success.
Football is far more popular in
the United States, but rugby

The spirit of No Side is the right way to
encourage the entire nation to stand together.
This is how we can get beyond the barriers of
race, religions, cultures, and everything else.

No Side is a world of kindness and respect

without discrimination or hatred.

lence. They don’t feel hopeful
about America’s future.

Despite the election results,
now is the time to respect and
accept the differences we have
with others. We must realize the
importance of both recognizing

has one aspect superior to other
team sports. It is the spirit of
“No Side.”

Rugby is a very physical
sport. Players come in contact
repeatedly, and sometimes even
get into fist fights. During the

game, cach team tries fiercely to
beat its opponent.

But once the game is over,
there is “No Side” of winners or
losers. Regardless how fiercely
the game was played, once it
ends, all players step away from
the concept of “them versus
us.” They only have praise
for one another for their hard
work. With this attitude, the
players can even deepen their
friendships. This is the unique
tradition of No Side, which
is the most attractive aspect of
rugby.

In Buddhism, we have the
teaching of the Middle Path
to practice right mind, which
doesn’t cling too hard to either
side of extremes. Right mind
has something in common with
the spirit of No Side.

For example, during the
presidential campaign, we each
likely supported one political
party. And because of the
differences in our values, we
probably argued with someone

Continued on Page 10
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Dr. Kent Matsuda
BCA President

On behalf of the Executive
Committee of the BCA, I wish
all BCA members a Happy New
Year!

We probably and hopefully
will never see a year like 2020
again. With the development
of the vaccine for COVID-19,
I am hoping that this new year
ends well. Depending on how
things go, we may be able to
open our temples before the
end of the year. Just to be con-
servative, we should probably
not expect holding our annual
summer fundraisers (but we will
have to see).

I would like to conclude my
thoughts on the Five Calamities

Conclusion to the Five Calamities of 2020

of 2020 that I talked about last
month:

4. The Election

Whatever your political
leaning, the last four years have
demonstrated that whatever
your opinion is, there will al-
ways be people who support you
and people who are against you.
At the time that I am writing
this, there is talk about events
that both major political parties
will be holding on Jan. 20.

It appears that we will have
a new president beginning this
year. Let’s see if this will be
good or bad for our country.

Our BCA temples will
benefit from efforts to allow us
to meet in person again. How-
ever, face masks, handwashing,
plastic shields in the temple,
and no singing or chanting may
still be the case for most of this
year.

5. Racial Discord

We saw a major resurgence
in the Black Lives Matter
movement in 2020 after the
death of George Floyd on May

25, Memorial Day. How BCA
responded to this discord gave
rise to the biggest complaint
from members or former mem-
bers who disagreed with the
BCA’s stance.

During the protests, we saw
police offices and buildings
get burned, businesses looted
or burned down, and people
injured or killed. This type of

violent activity was never con-

out that the Black Lives Matter
movement seems to advocate
social change by any means
necessary. The anger felt by
the Black community stemmed
from the instances of Black lives
ending after police interactions.

Let’s be very clear: What
the BCA supported in the
Black Lives Matter movement
was ending discrimination. It
was not the idea of bringing

Some BCA members pointed out that the Black
Lives Matter movement seems to advocate social

change by any means necessary. Let’s be very
clear: What the BCA supported in the Black Lives
Matter movement was ending discrimination. It
was not the idea of bringing about social change
through any means necessary, including violence.

doned by the BCA. It is true
that many BCA ministers and
members supported the Black
Lives Matter movement, but
the damage done to the local
community was not what BCA
was supporting.

Some BCA members pointed

about social change through
any means necessary, including
violence.

Some people may find it
contradictory to say BCA sup-
ports Black Lives Matter, but
does not condone violence. For
those people, I would refer them

to the basic beliefs in Buddhism.
All of us commit acts based on
the three poisons: greed, anger,
and ignorance. And yet, we are
still looked upon as the objects
of Amida’s compassion. In the
“Tannisho,” Shinran Shonin
is said to have said, “Even the
good person attains birth in the
Pure Land, how much more so
the evil person.” Guess who
that evil person is? It is none
other than me and you.

If Amida can allow an evil
person such as myself to enter
the Pure Land, then I think
BCA can support the Black
Lives Matter movement by
trying to end discrimination
against the Black community,
notwithstanding the violence
that marked some of the pro-
tests in 2020.

However, I know that some
people left the BCA when they
saw we were supporting the
Black Lives Matter movement.
Sadly, people leave BCA and our
temples for a variety of reasons.
All the more reason to work
on increasing our membership.
We will talk more about this at
the upcoming BCA National
Council meeting.

Ordinary Things Now Look So Special

By Carol Bonomo
Vista Buddhist Temple

Is it our nature that causes
us to appreciate things only
when they’re gone, or is it me?

When 1 was 8 years old,
my parents discovered that
I was terrified of dogs. So
they went to the pound and
brought home a beagle puppy.
I didn’t appreciate it — now I
experienced terror in my own
house, even though the puppy
was as terrified of me, as I was
of him.

That was the standoff for a
month until the beagle broke
his leash and ran off. While
my parents put up the “miss-
ing dog” signs and walked
the neighborhoods calling
the dog’s name, I sat in my
bedroom crying over a broken
leash. I never had the chance
to love him.

When the dog was recov-
ered, it was a joyous reunion.
I had the chance I'd missed
the first time to love and
appreciate the dog. Love con-
quered fear easily. It was a
happy romp until the novelty
wore off, and I either ignored
or forgot the dog altogether.

In my defense, nearly every
kid who wants a dog, who
promises to feed it and walk
it and clean up after it forever
and ever, almost always gets
to the same stage as I did.
Actually, social science has
answered that question of “is
it me or ... “ It’s called he-
donic adaptation, and it isn’t
very hedonistic either. Our
minds have evolved to crave
novelty, become adapted to
it, and move on to seeck anew.

on how long we’d been home-
bound already, adding, “How
lucky we were to have our
lives before the virus.”

That sentence stuck to me.
I copied it onto a piece of pa-
per and carried it in my wal-
let, although neither I nor my
wallet were going anywhere. |
wanted to think about those
words because they pulled me
up short and demanded my
attention.

All around me, the here

How rare and wondrous it is to have been born

into human life, and now I live it,” we say to
begin the Three Treasures recitation at temple.
Did I ever really know how rare and wondrous
it is, or did I need a pandemic to understand?
How rare and wondrous indeed, then, to have
the opportunity of a global pandemic in my
lifetime to teach me such an important teaching.

You get into the only college
that matters; you finally pur-
chase that car; hey, you win
the lottery! Research shows
that lottery winners are no
happier than non-winners 18
months later. And ask about
that new car when it’s a year
old, or see how excited that
college student is about the
school in sophomore year —
depreciation has set in.

In the first weeks of the
pandemic and quarantine,
I emailed our bishop, Rev.
Marvin Harada, to ask per-
mission to repost something
he’d written elsewhere to my
blog, and he responded with
his permission and marveled

and now was filled with toilet
paper shortages, stockpiling
water, and saving masks for
medical workers. Here and
now came with a rush of its
own vocabulary to learn and
practice: “social distancing”;
“self-isolate”; “hand hygiene”;
“flatten the curve” — and the
ominously unoptimistic, “new
normal,” which you might
not know what it meant but
suspected it was not meant to
be an improvement over the
old normal.

Rev. Harada’s words threw
open a window where, to
look back, you saw the most

Continued on Page 10

IBS Professor Dr. Daijaku Kinst, who is in charge of the IBS Chaplaincy
Program, is part of a research project mapping the diverse field of Buddhist
chaplaincy. (Courtesy of Mello Photography)

Shin Buddhists’ Input
Sought for First Buddhist
Chaplaincy Study

Jodo Shinshu Buddhists
serving in the role of volunteer
or professional chaplains are
being sought to take part in
the first-ever research project
to study Buddhist chaplaincy
as a field.

“Mapping Buddhist Chap-
lains in North America,” set
to launch this month, will
be a comprehensive survey
to collect basic information
about self-identified Buddhist
chaplains, including demo-
graphics, chaplaincy training,
and Buddhist formation and
practice.

“In order to develop a clear
view of the breadth and depth
of Buddhist chaplaincy, it is
essential for Jodo Shin Bud-
dhists to be included,” said
Professor Dr. Daijaku Kinst,

FYI

To learn more about the
Buddhist chaplaincy

project and to access

the survey, go to: https://
brandeis.qualtrics.com/jfe/
form/SV_2tu2Econ6H7L10Z

Noboru & Yaeko Hanyu Pro-
fessor of Buddhist Chaplaincy
at the Institute of Buddhist
Studies.

“The compassionate care
that Jodo Shin Buddhists
have extended to others over
many many years — in hos-
pitals, hospices, incarcerated,
in the temple community and
in other circumstances, exem-

Continued on Page 10
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Reflections on the Meaning of Interrelationships at IBS Memorial Service

By Rev. Dr. Seigen Yamaoka
Vice President of Development
Institute of Buddhist Studies

As 1 participated via Zoom
in the Institute of Buddhist
Studies Memorial Service on
Nov. 12, 2020, at the Jodo
Shinshu Center -- honoring
the 141 individuals who did so
much in the development of the
IBS to become the institution
that it has become -- I was over-
whelmed with the thought that I
had deep and brief contact with
95% of those on the memorial
list.

In my long association with
IBS, I felt the impact that I
was guided by the vision, com-
passion, and sincere concern
of so many great teachers,
leaders, ministers, and friends.
I was suddenly made aware that
without their contribution and
support over the years, I would
not be participating in that very
special memorial service.at that
moment. The inconceivableness
of that moment was overwhelm-

2020 IBS Memorial Service List of Names

Mrs. Alice Adachi

Mr. Ryuji Adachi

Mrs. Muraye Ando

Mr. Yoshio Ando

Rev. Tesshi Aoyama
Dr. George Aratani
Rev. Dr. Jokai Asai
Mrs. Margaret Blair
Dr. Alfred Bloom

Mr. Richard Bloomquist
Dr. Roger Corless

Mr. Fusakichi Dairiki
Mrs. Hau Dairiki

Dr. Jane Dillenberger
Dr. John Dillenberger
Rev. John Doami

Dr. James Doi

Mrs. Marion Dumont
Mrs. Kazuko Eidmann
Rev. Philip Karl Eidmann
Mr. Richard Endo

Rev. Doei Fujii

Rev. Ryuchi Fujii

Mr. Yoshito Fujii

Mrs. Emi Fujimoto
Mr. Morizo Fujimoto
Rev. Hogen Fujimoto
Prof. Ryugyo Fujimoto
Mr. Tom Fujimoto
Mrs. Mary Fujimoto
Rev. Kakumin Fujinaga
Mr. Dick Fujioka

Mrs. Lily Fujioka

Rev. Dr. Ryosetsu Fujiwara
Dr. Luis Gémez

Rev. Russell Hamada
Rev. Dr. Shinsho Hanayama
Dr. Satoshi Hane

Mr. Noboru Hanyu
Mrs. Yaeko Hanyu
Rev. Akira Hata

Rev. Masami Hayashi
Mr. Takeo Hirahara
Rev. Satoshi Hirata
Mrs. Kimi Hisatsune
Rev. Ejitsu Hojo

Rev. Ryumei Iguchi

Rev. Dr. Seigen Yamaoka, IBS Vice President of Development, is shown at above right, at the Hoonko service in January

2020 at the Buddhist Church of Oakland. Joining him, from left, are Revs. Yuki Sugahara of the Oregon Buddhist
Temple, Hibiki Murakami of the Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, and Harry Bridge of the Buddhist
Church of Oakland. (Courtesy of Rev. Michael Endo)

Mrs. Janet Ikeda

Mr. Tom lkeda

Mrs. Jane Imamura

Rev. Kanmo Imamura
Mrs. Tomiko Ishikawa
Mr. Shintaro Ito

Mrs. Agnes Iwamoto

Mr. Roy Iwamoto

Rev. Jitsuen Kakehashi
Mr. Hideo Kaneko

Mrs. Misao Kaneko

Mr. James Kanemoto
Mrs. Yasuko Kariya

Mr. Masashi Kawaguchi
Mrs. Mitsuko Kawaguchi
Rev. Dr. Leslie Kawamura
Mr. Albert Kosakura
Rev. Kenryo Kumata
Rev. Haruyoshi Kusada
Rev. Kenju Masuyama
Mrs. Lois Lancaster

Mrs. Shinobu Matsuura
Mr. Masami Mayeda

Dr. Jay McCullough
Rev. Kyogyo Miura

Rev. Kakue Miyaji

Rev. Dr. Mokusen Miyuki
Rev. Keisho Motoyama
Dr. Ryo Munckata

Rev. Toshio Murakami
Mrs. Masumi Nagatomi
Rev. Dr. Masatoshi Nagatomi
Mr. Ed Nakagawa

Dr. Toshihide Numata
Rev. Dr. Yehan Numata
Mr. Tetsuo Ochi

Mr. Hayaji Oda

Mrs. Taeko Oda

Mr. Sam Oda

Mr. Edwin Ogasawara
Mrs. Janet Ogasawara
Rev. Shobo Ohata

His Eminence Kosho Ohtani
Lady Yoshiko Ohtani
Rev. Shojo Oi

Rev. Dr. Ryoji Oka

Mrs. Ayako Okamura

Mr. Raymond Okamura
Mrs. Rika Okuda

Mr. Yoshisaburo Okuda
Mrs. Edith Oto

Mr. Robert Oto

Dr. Leo Pruden

Ms. Haruko Janet Sakamoto

Mrs. Misaye Santo
Mr. Ben Sato

Mr. Carl Sato
Mrs. Susie Sato

Rev. Dr. Takamaro Shigaraki

Bishop Enryo Shigefuji
Mr. Ralph Sugimoto Jr.
Rev. Shigeki Sugiyama
Rev. Remy Snow

Rev. Kakuyei Tada

Dr. Kikuo Taira

Mrs. Toshie Takahashi
Mr. Wataru Takahashi
Mr. Katsumi Takashima
Mrs. Yoshiko Takashima
Mr. Hitoshi Takemori
Rev. Yoshitaka Tamai
Rev. Shunsho Terakawa
Rev. Kyoshiro Tokunaga
Mr. Hitoshi Tsufura
Bishop Kenryu Tsuji
Mrs. Kiyoko Tsurusaki
Mr. Shigeru Tsurusaki
Mrs. Ruth Uchiumi

Mr. Sam Uchiumi

Rev. Dr. Yoshifumi Ueda
Mr. Glen Umeda

Rev. Dr. Taitetsu Unno
Mr. George Ushijima
Mrs. Helen Ushijima
Mr. William Waki

Mr. Noboru Yamakoshi
Mrs. Shigeko Yamaoka
Rev. Seishin Yamashita
Rev. Jim Yanagihara
Mr. Tom Yanagihara
Mr. Motomi Yokomizo
Mr. Eiichi Yoshida

Mrs. Miyoko Yuki

Mr. Takeo Yuki

ing.

In our everyday lives, we are
so tuned in with ourselves that
we cannot see the vast impact of
lives, in many ways, countless as
the tiny grains of sand on the
beach, that make our lives possi-
ble in each moment that we live.

Shakyamuni Buddha said
that all things are interconnect-
ed in a vast net that is limitless,
and Shinran calls that net the
Primal Vow that embraces each
and everyone of us just as we are.
The Primal Vow is the dynamic
movement of Infinite Light and
Life of Wisdom and Compas-
sion of Enlightenment-Truth
Itself, known to us as Amida
Buddha.

Still caught in the self-ab-
sorbed life of ignorance that I
live, for a moment, hearing the
names of those people being
honored, I felt the vastness of
Dharma working in my life.
Being who I am, I could only
say the Nembutsu, which is my
true expression of gratitude that
I am receiving at this moment in

life. Namandabu.

Construction Underway

Heavy duty trucks and equipment began excavation work Nov. 23 to prepare
the foundation for the new Fresno Betsuin Buddhist Temple Hondo. The
construction project is expected to take up to the next 10 to 12 months to
complete. The temple held a groundbreaking ceremony on Jan. 19, 2020,
that marked a 20-year effort to bring the project to fruition. (Courtesy of Greg

Tsudama)

e

Akira Yoshida
Associate Professor, Ryukoku
University, Faculty of Economics

Lecture Title:
Views of the Human Beings in the
Doctrines of the Buddhist Praxis

MAB OSBRI R 5 h 5 AR

‘ / 2021 Ryukoku-IBS Lectures

Save the Lecture Dates and Time
March 8 (Mon) 6:00PM — 7:30PM
March 9 (Tue)  6:00PM — 7:30PM
March 10 (Wed) 6:00PM — 7:30PM
March 11 (Thu) 6:00PM = 7:30PM

The 2021 Ryukoku Lectures will
be delivered by Akira Yoshida,
Associate Professor of Ryukoku
University.

He talks about how the teaching
of early Buddhism viewed human
beings and their Buddhist praxis
toward enlightenment in India,
by referring to the Abhidharma
texts by the sarvastivada and
writings in the sixth century
about the theory of Buddhist
epistemology.

There will be four lectures on
zoom. Registration form will be
provided via emails.

Both Lectures are free and open
to the public.

English  translation will be
provided by Rev. Dr. Mutsumi
Wondra.
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Fresno Betsuin Committee Announces 2020 Scholarship Recipients

The Fresno Betsuin Bud-
dhist  Temple Scholarship
Committee proudly announc-
es the scholarship recipients
for 2020. These students have
been actively involved at their
respective temple, school and
community. Congratulations
to these outstanding individ-
uals.

Amanda Hirayama is the
daughter of Brian and Lisa
Hirayama. She graduated from
Clovis North High School and
is attending the University of
California at Los Angeles as
an applied math major. Hi-
rayama was awarded the Alan
Akiyoshi Masumoto Memorial
Scholarship, the Alice Mor-
ishita Memorial Scholarship
and the Fresno Betsuin Golf
Tournament Scholarship (in
memory of Kenneth Kawano).

Claire Ikemiya is the
daughter of Kenneth and Lori
Ikemiya. She graduated from
Clovis West High School and
is a student at the University
of California at Los Angeles as
a life science major. lkemiya
was awarded the Lynn Araki
Scholarship,  the  Kanichi
Komoto Scholarship and the
Fresno Betsuin Golf Tourna-
ment Scholarship (in memory

Shelby Morikawa

of Gary Sakaguchi).

fi

Wyatt Kanemoto John Mullins

Dale and Stephanie Shinkawa.
Seiji Shinkawa is the son of He graduated from Kingsburg

Seiji Shinkawa

High School and is a student
at California State University,
Fresno, as a biology major.
Seiji was awarded the Seiso
and Yoshiye Watanabe Schol-
arship and the Byakudokai
Scholarship.

Sarah Putirka is the
daughter of Keith and Heather
Purtirka. She graduated from
Buchanan High School in
Clovis and is a student at Cal-
ifornia State University, Sac-
ramento, as a foreign language
major. Sarah was awarded the
Matsuo and Ida Okumoto
Scholarship and the George
Taketomo Scholarship.

Alexa Goto is the daughter
of Gary and Laraine Goto. She
graduated from Clovis West
High School and is a student
at University of California
at Santa Barbara as a biology
major. Goto was awarded
the Shigeo and Shizuko Ito
Scholarship and the Harry
and Shizuko Takeuchi Schol-
arship.

Midori Fishel is the daugh-
ter of Tina Kubose. She gradu-
ated from Sanger High School
and is a student at California
State University, Fresno, as a
business major. Midori was

awarded the Sukeichi and

Michie Ikuma Scholarship and
the Tad Yamada Scholarship.

Shelby Morikawa is the
daughter of David and Kelly
Morikawa. She  graduated
from Bullard High School in
Fresno and is attending Clo-
vis Community College as a
kinesiology major. Shelby was
awarded the Nobuye Doizaki
Scholarship and the Fresno
Betsuin Buddhist Women’s
Association Scholarship.

Wyatt Kanemoto is
the son of Ken and Patty
Kanemoto. He is a student at
California State University,
Fresno, studying for his MBA.
Kanemoto was awarded the
Chien and Yehan Numata
Regional Scholarship.

John Mullins, a student at
the Institute of Buddhist Stud-
ies studying for a Master of
Divinity degree, was awarded
the Chien and Yehan Numata
National Scholarship, Mullins
was also awarded the Russell
Yemoto and Hiroshi Tokubo
Memorial Scholarship.

The Fresno Betsuin Bud-
dhist  Temple Scholarship
Committee would like to
thank the donors for their
continued support of our
scholarship program.

BCA Social Welfare Committee Distributes Over $69,000 in 2020

Working toward its Temple Supporting
mission to “aid those Grants and Temple
suffering from deprivation Charitable Matching
of basic human needs,” the Grants
BCA Social Welfare Com- * Supporting — Wat-
mittee (SWC) distributed sonville —  providing

more than $69,000 in
2020 to 14 organizations
in the United States and

abroad.
The SWC launched
several new initiatives

including a COVID-19
emergency grant program
and Temple Charitable
Matching Grant program.

monthly meals to Salva-
tion Army — 300-plus
servings — $2,400

* Matching — Bud-
dhist Church of Oakland
— Asian Health Services
— supporting telehealth
services — $1,250

* Matching — Bud-
dhist Church of Oakland

— Alameda  County Grants *  Maitreya Charity round of grants. Please
Community Food Bank . Global (Seattle sponsored) — consider completing a
— $2,243 Relief — VoTech Educa- assistance in Mongolia —  grant application for one

* Matching — Seattle
Betsuin Buddhist Tem-
ple — Asian Counseling
& Referral — meals —
$3,000

* Matching — Bud-
dhist Church of Florin —
My Sister’s Place — $691

* Matching — DPlacer
Buddhist Church — Plac-
er Food Bank — $1,753

General Humanitar-
ian and Disaster Relief

tional Support for women
in Sri Lanka — $5,000

e Uki-no-wa — clear
access roads in Kumamoto
after flooding — $5,000

¢ Redwood Commu-
nity Fund — fire relief in
Northern California —
$5,000

¢ Direct Relief — fire
relief — $5,000

e World Central Kitch-
en — as needed — $5,000

$10,000

*  Dorothy’s Place
— (Salinas  sponsored)
— meals for homeless —
$20,000

* West Los Angeles
Buddhist Temple — tab-
lets and thumb drives with
Dharma messages for those
unable to attend service or
access services — $2,650

Applications are now
being accepted for the next

of your favorite worthy or-
ganizations. Applications
are available on the BCA
website in the Donate/
Social Welfare tab. hetps://
www.buddhistchurches-
ofamerica.org/socialwel-
farefund/

SWC grants are funded
by the generous donations
of the Sangha to the Social
Welfare Fund. Thank you
for your Dana.

Make Your Gift Online This Year

SOCIAL
WELFARE
FUND

%EB% buddhistchurchesofamerica.org

In this challenging year for so many,

thank you for supporting others with your dana.

Due to limited office access during COVID-19,

online donations are kindly encouraged.

The Federation of Dharma
School Teachers League held its an-
nual conference as a totally online
event on Oct. 10.

The conference was hosted by the
Tri-State/Denver Buddhist Temple
(TS/DBT) Dharma School, and was
the first FDSTL virtual conference.

The conference included practi-
cal presentations by Dharma School
teachers who have adopted virtual
and distance learning techniques to
enable their Dharma School classes
to continue under our current pan-
demic conditions. It is our hope
that it also served as a model for
how Buddhist education programs
can continue using modern technol-
ogy tools.

During the conference, Dharma
School Teachers reaching 10, 25,
and 50 years of service were recog-
nized.

The honorees were: 10 Years,
Cathleen Yoshida, Southern Ala-
meda County Buddhist Church;
Junko Yotsuuye, Tacoma Buddhist
Temple; and Janet Sakahara, Orange

FDSTL Holds Online Annual Conference

Rev. Diana Thompson of the Tri-State/Denver Buddhist Temple
speaks during the virtual FDSTL annual conference on Oct. 10.
(Courtesy of Koichi Sayano)

County Buddhist Church; 25 Years, Jun Hamamo-
to, Buddhist Church of Oakland; Ed Nodohara, San
Jose Betsuin; Tiffany Shibata, Stockton Buddhist
Temple; Steph Ojima, Seattle Betsuin; Merry Hi-
roshima, Orange County Buddhist Church; Terri
Omori, Vista Buddhist Temple; Sally Yasukochi,
Vista Buddhist Temple; and Arleen Miya, Gardena
Buddhist Church; and 50 Years, Mike Shibata,
Stockton Buddhist Temple and Irene Takemori,
Pasadena Buddhist Temple
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A group of about 15 San Jose Betsuin members, including Rinban Rev. Gerald Sakamoto and Rev. Etsuko Mikame, help
put together 450 sandwiches twice a month for the homeless. Loaves of Fishes, a local nonprofit organization, provides
the food for the meals. (Courtesy of Ed Nodohara)

San Jose Betsuin Acts With
Compassion, Kindness

By Rev. Gerald Sakamoto, Rinban
San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin

When the fury and the fires
subside, there will be much
need for healing.

Responding to anger with
anger will not resolve the
causes that give rise to anger.
Confrontation,  accusations,
submission will push down the
anger only to smolder until
some incident ignites the real
and perceived injustices. A path
of reconciliation has no assur-
ance for peace until we see each
other as ourselves in a common
humanity.

Look for the examples that
show the way to peace. Look
for those who share and build
on acknowledging the needs
of others as our own. Expand
on the ideas that dissipate the
injustices that suppress the
dignity of others. Check to see
if we carry in ourselves the prej-
udices that we speak against.
Be mindful of our own rhetoric
that can hurt another just as
much as an intended slur.

There are inequities in the
world. Inequities that result
in the division of society and
anger. Why are there working
families living in cars? How is
it possible for someone to buy
properties then displace the res-
idents? If it’s for the good of the
community, how can the dis-
placed lives not be a part of our
community? Why are some able
to profit from the misfortune of
others? This pandemic has ex-
posed the effects of disparities
in the access to resources. Many
of us could choose to isolate
while others could not.

For some, the decision to
go to work was to help others
in this time of great need. For
others, going to work was driv-
en by the need to survive. Their
choice is to go to work or lose
their job.

We can do better. We must
do better.

At the San Jose Betsuin,

we have been engaged in our
community for a very long
time. Through the work of
organizations and  activities
like Sangha Support, Sangha
Crafters, Dana Club, Disaster
Relief Fund, EcoSangha, food
drives, clothing drives, Project
Gratitude, many, many other
efforts expressing awareness of
the needs of others.

And now, in the midst of
this pandemic, working to-
gether with Loaves and Fishes,
a local nonprofit organization,
volunteers have made hundreds
of peanut butter and jam
sandwiches to distribute to the
homeless.

Led by Ed Nodohara, the
Betsuin currently makes about
450 sandwiches twice a month
in the Annex — practicing
social  distancing. Working
with Loaves and Fishes, which
provides all the food including

the drink, bread, jam and — of
course, peanut butter —a group
of about 15 Sangha members
and Rev. Etsuko Mikame and
myself, help put together the
meals.

We must build on the kind-
ness and compassion we value.
A compassion that comes from
the recognition of the other
as myself. We can continue to
deepen our understanding of
and the joy in our shared, com-
mon humanity that embraces
all.

Editor’s note: The article
was originally posted on the
San Jose Betsuin Buddhist
Church’s website by Rinban
Sakamoto. We are reprinting
it and updating it with details
with his permission. For more
Dharma articles from the San
Jose Betsuin, go to: http://
www.sjbetsuin.com/dhar-
ma-messages/.

46t FBWA National Conference

in the Northern California District

October 14-16, 2022

Doubletree Hotel, Sacramento CA

(&

2

Winds of Change
Jidai No Shinka Ni Kiku
FRRDELITEL<

@ FBWA 2022

[llumined by the Wisdom
Light of Amida Buddha

Jodo Shinshu Is Special Path to Awakening
Which Is Passed Down to All of Us

By Rev. Ko-e A. Umezu
West Los Angeles
Buddhist Temple

N6 hotsu ichinen ki ai shin
Fu dan bonno toku nehan
Bonjo gyaku ho sai e nyu

Nyo shu shi nyu kai ichi-mi

When the one thought-
moment of joy arises,
Nirvana is attained without
severing blind passions;
When ignorant and wise,
even grave offenders and
slanders of the Dharma, all
alike turn and enter (the
ocean of Amida’s Vow)
They are like waters that, on
entering the ocean,
become one in taste with it.

At the moment, I feel that
we are in a sad state in our
American society right now,
more than any other time that
I can remember in my finite
life in this world.

I feel this way not only
because of COVID-19, and
not only because of the soci-
etal cultural struggles that we
are experiencing, but because
more than any other time that
I can remember, we as people
are not listening or talking to
each other.

There are many events
happening in the world today
that make each of us unhap-
py, disappointed, annoyed,
dismayed, angry, etc., because,
for various reasons, we do not
agree with what is going on.

There are many events and
actions of people that we may
consider wrong. When we see
or hear about people behaving
in ways that we do not agree
with, we may even find our-
selves thinking, “What are
these people thinking?!”

We may also feel it is very
difficult to have conversations
on the topics of some of these
issues where we can share our
views, anxieties, fears, hopes
and aspirations with each
other in a meaningful way,
without judgment. Some of
us may begin to ask ourselves,
“How can Jodo Shinshu help
me through these difficult
times?”

To me, Jodo Shinshu is an
amazing and special path that
I have been able to meet. This
path to awakening, which has
been passed down to all of us,
is the wish from Amida Bud-
dha for all beings to be born
in the Pure Land to become
buddha.

No matter our personal
background and conditions,
all that we are being urged to
do by Sakyamuni Buddha and
Amida Buddha is to hear the
Name, Namo Amida Butsu;
to realize that Amida Buddha
is inviting me — a being who
is samsara-ing, lost in the fog
and clouds of my own deep
attachments and desires — to
become buddha in the Pure
Land. (Samsara is a Sanskrit
word meaning “to wander.”)

Continued on Page 8

ONLINE HOONKO
SHINRAN SHONIN'S MEMORIAL SERVI
SCHEDUEE

shima, Minister E

WEST LOS ANGELES BUDDHIST TEMPLE
DHARMA CENTER
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Spokane Sangha Member

Becomes Obon Dance Teacher

e

Jacqui Izumi Pierce, a qualified Obon dance
instructor, is a tireless promoter of dancing at
the annual Spokane Buddhist Temple Obon
festival. (Courtesy of Becca Opel)

By Sensei Paul Vielle
Spokane Buddhist Temple

The Spokane Buddhist Temple
is indeed fortunate to have Jacqui
Izumi Pierce, a qualified Obon dance
instructor, in our Sangha.

Jacqui’s new name, Izumi, means
“Water Fountain.”

Izumi grew up in Los Angeles and
has been interested in dancing since
childhood. During her school years,
she studied several styles of dance in-
cluding ballet, tap, Flamenco, aerobic
and modern jazz. Dancing was and
still is her passion.

She became interested in tradi-
tional Japanese folk dancing and
Buddhism after the sudden passing of
her older brother, a prominent artist
and musician in Southern California.

Because of his interest in Bud-

dhism, the family decided to hold
his memorial service at the West Los
Angeles Buddhist Temple.

At the memorial service, lzumi
observed a group of people practicing
a dance number for their upcoming
Obon festival. She was immediately
drawn to this new dance and resolved
to learn more. After joining the West
Los Angeles Buddhist Temple, she
embraced the Shin Buddhist way of
life and began looking for a dance
instructor.

Eventually, Izumi became a stu-
dent of Sensei Hisame Wakayagi, of
Wakahisa-kai. Sensei was one of the
founders of the Wakayagi school of
traditional Japanese classical and folk
dancing. Izumi has studied with her
for the past 17 years.

Izumi was recently awarded Jyun-
Natori, a recognition of her attaining
entry-level status in the Wakayagi
school of dance.

In 2016, she moved to Spokane
and, in 2017, joined the Spokane
Buddhist Temple.

Since then, she’s become a tireless
promoter of dancing at the annual
Obon festival. She brings a joyful ex-
uberance to her teaching which carries
over to her students. Every year, more
and more people sign up to learn the
dance routines.

“Dancing is such a fun activity,
moving the body in time with music
helps build physical coordination,
mental sharpness, and emotional
well-being,” she said.

Once the pandemic subsides
and things return to normal, Izumi
envisions a time when she can teach
ongoing classes in the arts of Japanese
classical and folk dancing at the Spo-
kane Buddhist Temple. Until then,
she is considering offering classes
online via Zoom.

Buddhist

SAVE THESE DATES!
TGN 2021 CBE VIRTUAL PROGRAMS

Register online

Education JANUARY ~ APRIL Alievents listedin Pacific Time.
SATURDAY SHIN BUDDHISM AND SCIENCE FICTION
JANUARY 9 Speakers: Rev. Harry Bridge Buddhist Church of Oakland
n a>m -1 pm Rev. Jon Turner Orange County Buddhist Church
Register online & Rev. Landon Yamaoka Palo Alto Buddhist Temple
Venture into dharma explorations inspired by science fiction films.
SUNDAY BCA YOUTH CONCERT!
JANUARY 10 JODO SHINSHU ARTISTS & MUSICIANS SHOWCASE (JAMS)
ipm Enjoy a variety of performances by BCA youth.
SATURDAY RELEVANT AMERICAN BUDDHISTS (RAB)
JANUARY 30 Speaker: Rev. Dr. Ken Tanaka Musashino University
5pm-6:30 pm

Who and what were the RAB? Stories from BCA’s 1970s program for young adults.

SATURDAY

FEBRUARY 6
10 am - 11:30 am
Register online

EVERY DAY BUDDHISM BOOK TALK

"DISCOVERING BUDDHISM IN EVERYDAY LIFE"
Speaker/author: Rev. Marvin Harada BCA Bishop

Listen to the stories behind this collection of heartwarming essays.

SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 13
11am-1pm
Register online

"HONEN AS RELIGIOUS REVOLUTIONARY:
THE PERSON WHO DEFINED THE BUDDHISM WE IDENTIFY AS JAPANESE TODAY."

Speaker: Dr. Mark Blum University of California at Berkeley

SATURDAY
MARCH 6
11am-1pm
Register online

ZEN & SHIN BUDDHISM - PART 1
"LETTING GO: A ZEN & SHIN APPROACH TO LIBERATION"
Rev. Dr. Duncan Ryuken Williams Author, AMERICAN SUTRA

SATURDAY
MARCH 13
11am-1pm
Register online

"ZEN PRACTICE"

ZEN & SHIN BUDDHISM - - PART 2 (Please note change of date)

Speaker: Rev. Anton Tenkei Coppens Roshi Zen River Temple, Netherlands

Register online

SATURDAY SOCIALLY ENGAGED BUDDHISM
APRIL 10 Speakers: Prof. Mitsuya Dake Ryukoku University
5pm-6:30 pm

Rev. Kiyo Kuwahara Berkeley Buddhist Temple

SATURDAY
APRIL 17
11am-1pm
Register online

3 BISHOPS: “WHAT IS THE FUTURE OF BUDDHISM IN THE WEST?”

Rev. Marvin Harada Bishop, Buddhist Churches of America
Rev. Eric Matsumoto Bishop, Honpa Hongwaniji Mission of Hawaii
Rev. Tatsuya Aoki Bishop, Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada (v8)

VisiT BCA WEBSITE FOR UPDATES: FLYER, FREE REGISTRATION LINKS & TO DONATE (OPTIONAL)

BUDDHISTCHURCHESOFAMERICA.ORG

EMAIL: CBE@BCAHQ.ORG  TEL: 510.809.1460

Rev. Kobata Responds to

Kawate Essay on ‘Shinjin’

By Rev. Ronald Kobata
Retired Minister
Buddhist Church
of San Francisco

I appreciate Taylor
Kawate’s essay in the No-
vember 2020 issue of the
Wheel of Dharma, and
Jon Kawamoto’s decision
to publish it. While I
don’t know how Mr.
Kawate relates to “shin-
jin” ({5.0)) as a word,
concept, Or awareness,
I do share his concern
about the avoidance of
any conversations about
its meaning in our Jodo
Shinshu Hongwanji-ha
tradition.

The  analogy  of
karate’s essence as
“self-defense,” seems
semantically contrary
to a basic premise of
Buddhism in that there is
no “self” to be defended.
Nonetheless, I do agree
with Taylor’s question-
ing why any discussion
about such a significant
expression as shinjin was
so abruptly, mysteriously
dismissed. I find this
especially concerning
given the fact that the
situation came up during
a Buddhist youth retreat.
I share his contention,
“Teaching and explain-
ing the essence, the
purpose of something, is
vital because it answers
the ‘why.” It keeps the
core values alive.”

I don’t know what
the circumstances of the
session in question might
have been, but when 1
read the way that the
question about shinjin
was averted, I wondered,
“what’s up with this”?

If our Sangha members,
regardless of age, aren’t
given opportunities, if
not encouraged, to raise
questions about what the
words we hear, read, use
mean, during BCA spon-
sored retreats,
seminars, etc., what’s the
purpose of having them?

As far as the term
itself, T’ll offer what it
means for me, and sug-
gest that shinjin can be
understood and appre-
ciated beyond the word
itself.  The proverbial
“finger pointing to the
moon.”

I think that we
can hear the teachings
without becoming too
fixated, dogmatic about

services,

by Kawate, there’s the
misperception of the Jap-
anese term of “ShoDan”
(®)E%) which has been
associated with receiving
the “black belt” rank. As
some people have come
to appreciate the original
meaning of the Japanese
term, in the context of
the art, and its English
translation of “sho” or
beginning, “dan” or level
or rank. In other words,
it identifies the recipient
more as a student who is
prepared to begin learn-
ing the art by teaching
others rather than some-
one who is to be admired
as an “expert” in our

western culture.
I feel that it may be

Even though Shinran Shonin’s writings
are certainly filled with the term (shinjin),
[ read it as his way of expressing gratitude
for the awareness, mindfulness, working of
Boundless Compassion as the source of his

hearing and saying Namo Amida Butsu.

particular  terminology.
Forty years ago, during
the decades-long prepa-
ration of publishing the
“Collected Works of
Shinran,” there was a
controversy that arose
regarding how to trans-
late shinjin into English.
The general consensus
of the translation com-
mittee was to leave the
word in the Romanized
form. The opinion was
to present it as is, for
English readers to come
to understand its mean-
ing without translation,
like “satori” has come to
be appreciated without
an equivalent term in
English. Additionally, it
was intended to try and
avoid objectifying the
term as something to be
“attained” as some indi-
cation of one’s spiritual
accomplishment, a badge
of pride to be grateful
for.

Returning to the mar-
tial arts analogy raised

in this respect we've
tended not to talk about,
or play up shinjin as
something to seek. Even
though Shinran Shonin’s
writings are certainly
filled with the term, I
read it as his way of ex-
pressing gratitude for the
awareness, mindfulness,
working of Boundless
Compassion as the source
of his hearing and saying
Namo Amida Butsu.

In this sense, I recall
a saying: “To become
aware of the Heart (that
is Amida Buddha) clear
seeing (through listen-
ing) is needed.

But it is not a state
to be attained, made or
fashioned for we have our
being in it anyway. It is
rather a transformation
of the obstacles within
us which are preventing
us from being aware of
the Heart.”  (adapted
from Irmgard Schloegl’s
“The Wisdom of Zen
Masters”)

FACE MASKS

CUSTOMIZED BUDDHIST

Personalize Your Face Mask

Your Temple

Pick Your Colors & Lettering

Qég e BCAlogo + customize lettering - “BCA” “OCBC”
e Pick 2 colors - black, gray, purple, light purple
+ Features
BCA 2 masks in 1 - flip over for new look

Machine washable - multi-layered - antimicrobial coating
How to Order
https://www flipmsks.com/collections/BuddhistTemple

» $11 each + $1.95 for shipping 1-5 masks

Questions: Naoko.Fuji@gmail.com or 650-485-1560
Thank ysu fon ysunr support of the Pals Alts Buddhist Temple Dharma Schast
Nishi Honguanji Piprimage Funhaiser
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Have Gratitude Each and Every Day

By Rod Moriyama
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawai‘i

As a manager in the prime
of my career, I was facilitating a
planning session at IBM in Los
Angeles when I collapsed. I was
rushed to UCLA Medical Center.
Following a biopsy, my gastroen-
terologist came to me with a grim
look on his face.

My liver was so damaged that
he didn’t know how to express
it. He gave me the feeling that I
didn’t have much longer to live.
I was 35 years old and married,
with two young children ages 6
and 4. Would I get to see them
grow up?

This was no surprise, but I

“We practice simply to give thanks for what we

have received.”

— Rev. Jeff Wilson, Buddbhist scholar

never thought that it would hap-
pen to me. Seven years before,
my brother and I went to donate
blood during a drive at our work-
place.

We were both rejected —
hepatitis B was found in our
blood. We weren’t alone. Fifteen
percent of the Asian population
had it. My mother’s side of the
family all had it.

At that time, hepatitis B was
incurable. Almost everyone who
had it in our family died at an
early age. My mother died at 57,
still in her prime of life in 1980.
Her sisters and brother also died
early of liver failure or cancer. My
brother would later die at age 61.

After my collapse, I was in bed
for two months as my wife took
care of me. It was a time to reflect
and wonder what to do with what
time I had left. Miraculously, I
survived.

I realized then that I had two
options: live with disappointment
and regret at the pain this disease
caused my family — or be grateful
that I was still alive.

Living optimistically and in
gratitude had been part of my

upbringing. This incident gave
me a new commitment. Daily
appreciation of the appreciation
of the moments with my family
brought balance to my life and
gave me the energy necessary
to pursue a successful business
career. Acquiring healthy habits
made a difference, too: living
frugally and healthily, exercising,
and consuming no alcohol or fatty
foods were essential ingredients.

I am now enjoying my
grandchildren. Who would have
thought? The preciousness I feel
for this life provides a perspective
I probably wouldn’t have had,
if not for the potential of dying
early. I am grateful to be alive
every day.

Born and raised in Wahiawa,
Rod Moriyama worked for IBM
on the  mainland and abroad
before returning to Hawai%. He
is an active member of Honpa
Hongwanji Mission of Hawai' as
a board member, and president of
Wahiawa Hongwanji. This article
appeared in Chasing The Light
and is reprinted with the author’s
permission.

Rev. Umezu
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The passage above is a line
from Shinran Shonin’s “Shoshin
Nembutsu Ge.” The way I
understand this passage is that
Shinran Shonin is expressing his
understanding of the power and
working of Amida’s Fundamen-
tal Vow.

From the perspective of
Buddha, Amida Buddha is not
expecting us at all to sever our
attachments and desires in order
to receive birth in the Pure
Land. On the contrary, it is the
opposite: We are being invited
and urged to go to the Pure
Land by Amida Buddha because
Buddha understands that there
are beings who can not sever
attachments and desires.

Upon deeply hearing Bud-
dha’s wish and invitation to
the Pure Land, our future at-
tainment of Nirvana is settled.
Through the Fundamental Vow,
all beings, whether ignorant or
wise, or grave offenders and
slanderers of the Dharma, are
able to attain the same Enlight-
enment as Amida Buddha. From
the perspective of the realm of
the Pure Land, we are all one in
taste. This is my understanding
of the above passage.

Of course, for someone such
as myself who is blinded by
my own deep attachments and
desires, I can not always easily
see others as “one in taste” with
Amida Buddha.

My own attachments cause
me to get angry and frustrated
with people I do not agree with
or situations that arise in life
that I do not like. I am some-
one who thinks many events
and actions happening now are
wrong. I am also someone who
thinks, “What are these people
thinking?!”

Returning to the question,
“How can Jodo Shinshu help me
through these difficult times?”
Amida Buddha is constantly,
compassionately shining Wis-
dom Light on us, helping to
illuminate the existence of our
attachments and desires.

This Wisdom Light is con-
stantly trying to help each of
us understand the answers to
questions such as, “Who am 127
“Where am 1?” and “When am
[?” without judgment. Amida
Buddha only asks that we hear
its activity of Wisdom and Com-
passion being directed toward
us through Namo Amida Butsu,
and for us to know that we are
invited as beings of the realm
of samsara to become buddha
in the Pure Land. Within the

embracement of Amida Buddha,
we are all of one taste.

During the fleeting moments
when I am able to remember
that Buddha sees us all of one
taste, | hope to be moved to have
understanding and empathy for
those I do not agree with or get
angry with. I hope this will give
me the space to be able to listen
to the views of my peers and
fellow people in society, instead
of jumping to conclusions that
others are wrong and I am right.

I hope this will also give me
space to listen to others on the
topic of current secular issues
where we can mutually share
views, anxieties, fears, hopes
and aspirations. I hope I will
also be able to take the oppor-
tunity to remember that [ am a
being in a state of samsara and
reflect on the depths of my own
attachments and desires, and
the biases and discriminations
that manifest in my mind out of
them, as well as my deep inher-
ited karma in which [ am a part.

For this compassionate Wis-
dom Light that I am receiving
from Amida Buddha and for this
invitation to the Pure Land, I
am moved to express my indebt-
edness to the Buddha, to say
“I’'m sorry!” and to say “Thank
you!” to Buddha through saying
Namo Amida Butsu!

Gomonshu

Continued from Page 1

crisis, it is crucial that each of
us experiences Amida Buddha’s
great compassion ourselves,
and live each day to the utmost,
having that joy and sensation
in our hearts as the basis of our

life.

I have been told that in this
difficult time and situation,
many of your Sangha have been
adopting new measures for shar-
ing the Jodo Shinshu teaching
that had not been previously
considered. I find such efforts
truly reassuring. It is my hope
that your temples will continue
serving as your spiritual home,
and therefore, I sincerely ask

for your understanding and
cooperation to allow them to
be so. With my heartfelt appre-
ciation for each one of you, I
would like to conclude my New
Year’s greeting.

January 1, 2021

OHTANI Kojun

Monshu

Jodo Shinshu

Hongwanji-ha

Virtual Sangha Grows

The Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple was featured in the November
2020 issue of the Wheel of Dharma with its “virtual Sangha” -- custom
cutouts produced by sports merchandiser Fathead -- of temple members
and friends. Since then, the number of people “attending” services has
grown to about 70 cutouts at the end of 2020 while the shelter in place
stays in effect. Shown, in top photo, VHBT Resident Minister Rev. Kory
Quon is conducting a service as a cutout of former longtime minister,
now retired, Rev. George Matsubayashi stands by his side. In middle
and bottom photos show the growing virtual Sangha at the Venice
temple. And the idea has caught on with other churches and temples

in the BCA. In addition to West Los Angeles, Watsonville and Salinas
are considering their own “virtual Sangha,” according to Venice Sangha
member Jerry Iseda. (Courtesy of Jerry Iseda)

BCA Center for Buddhist Education Every Day Buddhism Committee Presents:
EN'A'dﬂ
Book Talk
“Discovering Buddhism in Everyday Life”

Listen to the stories behind this collection of heartwarming essays

By Rev. Marvin Harada

Bishop, Buddhist Churches of America

February 6, 2021

10:00 am to 11:30 am (PST) Zoom

Marvin Harada

Registration is Free:

Click to register:  https:/forms.gle/kgyanuxp3kNpurQa8

Donations gratefully accepted
Click to Donate https://bca.kindful.com/ (Scroll campaigns to select CBE.
Donations are processed by BCA Endowment Foundation)
Visit buddhistchurchesofamerica.org email: che@bcahq.org or phone: 510.809.1460
Books can be ordered at Hongwanjiplace.com/online-store
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all suffered through. (I have
never looked forward to a shot
more in my life.)

But most likely we will still
have to keep our churches and
temples closed for some time,
until people receive the vacci-
nations that will make it safe to
gather again. How wonderful
that will be to see each other
again in person.

Because we will have to con-
tinue with Zoom, YouTube,
Facebook Live, and other
means of internet services and
gatherings, our BCA theme for
this year will be, “Sharing the
Dharma Virtually,” a theme
that we have taken from the
Southern District Jr. YBL con-
ference in 2020.

As we strive to share the
Dharma virtually, we have the
potential to reach many new
people and introduce the Shin
Buddhist teachings with those
who have never encountered it
before.

In order to do that, we
must be able to express in a
few words, what is unique,
what is the essence of the Shin
Buddhist tradition.

One phrase that came to me
that we might be able to use,
is the expression, “A life of
gratitude.” It doesn’t use any
technical terms, and in one
phrase, expresses what Shin
Buddhism offers anyone.

In  modern psychology,
gratitude is a popular topic,
and psychology and mental
health fields are trying to show
that grateful people are happi-
er people. This is something
that Shin Buddhism has known
for centuries. To live with a
sense of joy and gratitude for
the teachings, for the all that
we receive in life from others,
from sentient beings, from the
earth, to be grateful even for
life itself, is something that we

are taught in Shin Buddhism.

There was a devout lay Shin
Buddhist in Japan by the name
of Muso Kimura, whose short
poem I would like to share. It
goes:

On the shelf of my kitchen sit

onions and radishes and
carrots,

lined wp, waiting for their
turn backstage,

all for a foolish being like

me.

is true, you bought the home,
you bought the groceries, you
bought your clothing with
your hard-earned money.

But take, for example, just
the groceries alone. Did you
raise the chicken or the lettuce
in your grocery bag? Did you
lay the one dozen eggs that you
just bought? Even though you
paid for that gallon of milk,
where do you think it came
from? Didn’t it come from
a cow, a cow that had its calf
taken away at birth, so that

Shin Buddhism has a lot to offer the people of the
world. Because of our ignorance or delusion,
our un-awakened life, we fail to appreciate
or be grateful for all that life gives us,

provides for us, bestows upon us.

Muso Kimura lived a very
simple, meager life, but yet
he had profound gratitude for
the vegetables that sat on his
shelf waiting to become his
dinner. His appreciation went
even deeper than gratitude, as
he expressed his feeling of not
being worthy, or deserving of
their lives and sacrifice, all
for him, “a foolish being like
me.” You can sense his own
remorse for taking their lives
as he states they are “waiting
for their turn backstage, all for
a foolish being like me.”

Some people might think,
“If I had a $3 million mansion,
a Mercedes, and servants to
cook and serve for me, then I
would really be grateful.” But
on the contrary, the Shin Bud-
dhist path is to come to realize
that we are the recipients of
everything in life, from the
teachings, to our homes, our
food, our clothing, and life
itself.

But you might say in re-
sponse, “But I bought my home
and food and clothing all with
my hard-earned money. Noth-
ing was given to me.” Yes, that

it could be a milk producing
dairy cow. It’s that kind of
reflection that causes Muso
Kimura to see the vegetables
on his shelf waiting backstage,
all for a foolish person like
him.

Shin Buddhism has a lot to
offer the people of the world.
Because of our ignorance or
delusion, our un-awakened
life, we fail to appreciate or be
grateful for all that life gives
us, provides for us, bestows
upon us.

Instead, we feel that we
deserve more, that we don’t get
our fair share, that we don’t get
a decent break in life. We feel
as if the whole world is going
against us because life doesn’t
go as we want it to. But in
reality, life is giving to us. Life
is bestowing upon us. But we
cannot see it nor appreciate it.
And that is why we need the
Shin Buddhist teachings. That
is why we need the Dharma
in our life, so that we might
awaken to all that we have
received, are receiving, and
will continue to receive in this

thing called life.

Website

Continued from Page 1

world the depth of its divisive-
ness and inequality, with in-
creasing numbers of Americans
exhausted and looking for other
approaches to life.

We then asked ourselves,
“What is the core Shin Buddhist
message we would like to share?”

In the new BCA logo at the
top of our website, you’ll find a
response in our tagline, “Life of
Gratitude.”

As BCA Bishop Rev. Mar-
vin Harada writes, “Countless
Buddhists have lived very
modest lives, yet had profound
gratitude for the teachings, for
simple things like a home, a job,
food on the table, friends and
family, and above all, for life
itself ... This is why we need the
Shin Buddhist teachings. This is
why we need the Dharma in our
life, so that we might awaken
to all that we have received, are
receiving, and will continue to
receive from this thing called

life.”

Our goals were to bring the
website up to current design
standards and style trends; pres-
ent engaging, image-forward
Buddhist content; and develop a
narrative approach for newcom-
ers to experience the breadth
of our teachings, temples, and
organization. We also wanted
clear guidance to connect vis-
itors to a local temple, service,
education activity, or videos to
learn more.

New features for our mem-
bers include BCA Connect
News, our blog which will now
include individual articles from
the “Wheel of Dharma” that
you can link to or share on
your temple websites and social
media, and Events, with clearer
listings of event dates, details
and registration information.

For future development,
we hope to expand Buddhist
study materials, videos, and
music content available to our
members, and we are working to
add the BCA Online Bookstore
to our website for “one-stop
shopping.”

If our core message is Life

of Gratitude, we express that
message through our Sanghas.
Threaded through different sec-
tions of the new site, you’ll find
reflections from our members on
how the teachings guide them in
their everyday lives. Reading the
responses from the members we
contacted has been the highlight
of this endeavor for me. I was
moved by their thoughtfulness
and openness to share their joys
and difficulties, and I know that
visitors will be touched as well.

Thank you to Rev. Harada,
Judy Kono, Brad Ito, Tyler
Moriguchi, Rick Kawamura,
and Koichi Mizushima for
their year of dedication to this
effort. Special thanks to Jim
Shimomaye for his many years
of service as BCA webmaster;
Keri Kubota of Our Garden
Collective for her graphic design
work; and Alex Tsukahara, our
invaluable BCA Digital Content
Assistant, who braved my ram-
blings to him nearly every day
these past months as he worked
on our new website.

We hope you’ll enjoy the new
buddhistchurchesofamerica.org!

Recording

Trevor Yokoyama, Editor-in-Chief of the Young Buddhist Editorial,
speaks during the virtual BCA National Board meeting on Dec. 5.

(Courtesy of Jon Kawamoto)

YBE
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* 5 Completed Work-
shops

* 95 articles on the main
site

* 326 Facebook followers

* 442 Instagram followers

* 5,000 People Reached
in our First 5 months

While YBE is a Jodo
Shinshu-based publication,
we have also received com-
ments and messages from
those outside of our sect.
I am particularly proud of
the messages that we receive
from readers that do not live
in the United States. Fur-
thermore, these messages
serve to show how individ-
uals who may never meet
in real life are connected by
Dharma.

At 5 p.m. PST on Feb. 6,
2021, the Young Buddhist
Editorial will be holding
our one-year anniversary
celebration:  “Voices  of
Resilience.” 2020 has been a
year of hardship and change.

Racial  strife, a  global
pandemic, political unrest,
environmental disasters,

2020 certainly did not pull
any punches. Resilience is
a theme that is important
to us because it inspires
strength in the face of great
uncertainty. The Young
Buddhist Editorial is meant
to center the stories and

BUDDHA DHARMA 24-7

voices of Asian Americans
within Buddhism and offer
a different narrative from
the stereotypical misrep-
resentation on mass media
platforms. Rather than let
our story be told by others,
our religion has persevered
throughout generations of
trauma and ignorance.

This live streamed
event via Zoom will fea-
ture keynote speaker, Rev.
Matthew Hamasaki from
the Buddhist Church of
Sacramento as well as artists
and performers from the
YBE community. Please join
us in celebrating one year of
continued resilience as we
acknowledge and recognize
the power in Asian American
voices within Buddhism.
Sign up by going to www.
youngbuddhisteditorial.
com/events.

As the new year rolls
around, we look forward to
creating new articles, work-
shops and events.

The support we have
received is incredible. Our
achievements would not
have been possible without
all of you, the Sangha. On
behalf of everyone at YBE,
let me just say Thank You.
If you would like to become
more involved with YBE,
feel free to contact us at:
youngbuddhisteditorial.
com.

Namo Amida Butsu and
Happy New Year!

EverydayBuddhist.org has over one hundred hours
of Shin Buddhist education and Dharma content
which is available 24/7. Our response to this crisis

is to provide:

More free content for everyone

Livestream “How To” courses and Q&A offerings

Online Dharma supportis more importantthan ever
during these stressful times. Come check us out.

EVERYDAY BUDDHIST

www.everydaybuddhist.org
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Goodman

Continued from Page 1

29, the son of Greg and
Bonnie Goodman, is cur-
rently battling a recurrence
of B-cell acute lymphoblas-
tic leukemia and is seeking
a bone marrow donor.

To volunteer to be a pos-
sible bone marrow donor,
please go to the following
site to register:

www.bethematch.com

Goodman grew up at the
Orange County Buddhist
Church (OCBC) playing
basketball and participating

The ideal match for
Goodman would
be a donor who is

50% Japanese and

50% Caucasian, and
between the ages of
18-44 years.

in many other youth orga-
nizations.

His  dedication and
devotion to the community
has led him to his current
role as a volunteer tech ad-
visor for OCBC programs
and as a counselor for the
Los Angeles Buddhist Coor-
dinating Council (LABCC)

FYI

To volunteer to be a pos-
sible bone marrow donor,
please go to the following
site to register:
www.bethematch.com

church camp. When he is
not helping out at OCBC,
he is a writer, director and
editor at his own produc-
tion company.

The ideal match for
Goodman would be a do-
nor who is 50% Japanese
and 50% Caucasian, and
between the ages of 18-44
years old. Upon registering,
the potential donor will
receive a kit in the mail
requiring a sample to be
submitted by swabbing the
inside of one’s mouth.

Goodman is unable to
receive visitors or cards, but
people can send encourag-
ing words to him on Insta-
gram @notsogoodman.

“We are so grateful to
everyone for the love, sup-
port, and encouragement
we are receiving daily from
family, friends, and the
community,” the Goodman
family said in a statement.
“Just knowing that every-
one is thinking of Paul
gives us strength during
this challenging time.”

Chaplaincy

Continued from Page 3

plifies Buddhist chaplaincy
in the broad view we under-
stand it to be in this study,”
Dr. Kinst continued.
While volunteer train-
ing sites and educational
institutions such as IBS,
University of the West,
Harvard Divinity School
and Naropa University
have been training and
graduating Buddhist chap-
lains, there is no clear data
on how many and where
Buddhist chaplains are cur-
rently serving and working.
A consortium of educa-
tors comprising the Bud-
dhist  Ministry Working
Group (BMWG) first raised

the idea of identifying and
addressing concerns about
the field of Buddhist chap-
laincy. This project is a
result of that collaboration.

Sponsored by Harvard
Divinity School, the project
was developed by scholars
from IBS, Harvard Divinity
School, University of the
West, Naropa University,
and Rochester Institute
of Technology, as well as
BMWG members.

This work will present
a valuable portrait of a
profession and field in the
carly stages of formation
and identify avenues of
further research and profes-
sional activism to ensure a
secure future for Buddhist
chaplains in North Ameri-
ca, according to Dr. Kinst.

Bonomo

Continued from Page 3

ordinary things — a hug,
a kiss, holding hands, an
ordinary little temple in
Vista with people prepar-
ing for festivals, maybe
some of them complaining
about the festival demands
(that might be me), or

a less-than-entertaining
Dharma message (ahem)
— except now it looks

so beautiful, so special,
shimmering with our lives
before the virus.

“How rare and won-
drous it is to have been
born into human life, and
now I live it,” we say to
begin the Three Treasures
recitation at temple. Did

I ever really know how
rare and wondrous it is, or
did I need a pandemic to
understand? How rare and
wondrous indeed, then, to
have the opportunity of
a global pandemic in my
lifetime to teach me such
an important teaching.

I was still the kid who
lost the dog she was afraid
of when she had it, and
hedonic adaptation is still
a real way in which our
minds have evolved. Peo-
ple talk about “when this is
over,” but I wonder if the
new normal might embrace
a new appreciation and
remembering of our lives
as they are now.

It seems I have been
given the opportunity to
find out.

National Board

Continued from Page 1

more time in their work to pre-
pare video talks and recordings
to share the Dharma virtually,”
Rev. Harada said. “So I hope
that we can take advantage of
this time, during this pandemic,
just to see if we can reach new
people via the internet, and
when services do resume in the
future in person, we will have
many new members we can
welcome to our Sanghas.”

Since the June National
Board meeting, Rev. Yukiko
Motoyoshi of the Buddhist
Church of Stockton, Rev. Patri-
cia Usuki of the San Fernando
Valley Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple and Rev. Ronald Kobata
of the Buddhist Church of San
Francisco have retired from the
BCA.

And, since that meeting,
there have been the following
ministerial assignments: Rev.
Sala Sekiya of the Gardena Bud-
dhist Church to the San Fernan-
do Valley Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple; Rev. Dr. Takashi Miyaji
of the Tacoma Buddhist Temple
to the Southern Alameda Coun-
ty Buddhist Church; and Rev.
Tadao Koyama to the Tacoma
Buddhist Temple.

Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto,
President of the Institute of
Buddhist Studies (IBS), said
there were 44 students with eight
admitted in the fall. IBS has 12
BCA ministerial aspirants in the
IBS Master’s Degree Program
and 15 students in the Certifi-
cate in Shin Buddhist Studies
Program, many of whom hope
to become ministers.

Rev. Dr. Miyaji joined the
core faculty in a half-time po-
sition and Rev. Dr. Mutsumi
Wondra of the Orange County
Buddhist Church joined the
faculty as an adjunct professor.

Hideaki Mizuno, Executive
Director of the Endowment
Foundation, said that as of Oc-
tober 2020, the BCA Portfolio
Increased 3.3%. Other gains
were reported in the Growth A
Fund (5.2%), Growth B Fund
(4.3%), Growth and Income
Fund (4.2%) and Income Fund
(4.1%). In January 2021, all
hedge fund investments would
be divested and the Growth A
and B funds would be merged.

Jeff Matsuoka, BCA Trea-
surer, reported that the BCA
received  almost  $298,000
from the federal government’s

Devon Matsumoto, President of the Young Buddhist Editorial, gave a PowerPoint
presentation about YBE along with members of the YBE Executive Committee at
the virtual BCA National Board meeting on Dec. 5. (Courtesy of Jon Kawamoto)

Paycheck Protection Program
in May 2020. All of the money
was used for BCA payroll. The
projected dues assessment for
2021-2022 is $147.62 per mem-
ber. The board voted to approve
the projected 2021-2022 BCA
budget.

Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara
from the Jodo Shinshu Inter-
national Office announced that
Rev. Anan Hatanaka returned to
Japan on Dec. 5, 2020. There are
39 students enrolled in the Jodo
Shinshu Correspondence Course
for the fall 2020 semester.

David Chin, President of the
Young Adult Buddhist Associ-
ation (YABA), said that YABA
and the Young Buddhist Editori-
al (YBE) have been meeting and
decided to merge in the summer,
The new organization will be
called Young Buddhist Editorial.

Devon Matsumoto, President
of YBE, and members of the YBE
Executive Committee showed a
PowerPoint presentation about
YBE. The board voted to give
the YBE Candidate Affiliated
Organization status.

Gary Mukai, Chair of the
Propagation and Membership
Committee, told the board that
there were 22 new individual
BCA members. The individual
membership program is a new
member category for those who
join BCA directly rather than
through a temple. Mukai de-
scribed a proposal where poten-
tial members under the age of 30
would only have to pay BCA $50
per year and the board approved
the proposal.

Steve Terusaki, co-chair of
the Joint Committee on Devel-
opment, reported that almost
$3.7 million has been raised in
the Dharma Forward campaign.

He said a new room naming pro-
gram at the Jodo Shinshu Center
was restarted for those donating
at least $25,000. A new Cam-
paign Allocation Subcommittee
was formed.

Michiko Inanaga, Director
of Development, updated the
board on the components of
Dharma Forward and how to
donate. The Dharma Forward
campaign will raise funds so that
BCA can help temples that need
internet technology assistance.

Sandy Sacki, chair of the
Archives-Historic  Preservation
Committee, appealed to the
board to help the committee find
potential committee members
from outside Southern District.
The board approved the com-
mittee’s charter.

Celeste Sterrett, chair of
the Social Welfare Committee,
said the committee would help
temples needing funds to help
with community projects up
to $3,000. The committee was
planning on meeting with its
Hawaiian counterpart next year
to work on joint projects.

Kemi Nakabayashi, Chair
of the BCA Music Committee,
explained about the Music

Committee’s 12 different sub-
committees and what they were
working on. The board approved
their charter.

Carl Yanari, co-chair of the
2021 BCA Ministers’ Associ-
ation and National Council
meetings, told the board that the
meetings would take place over
several weekends in February,
with the IBS symposium taking
place on Jan. 28, 2021. The
meetings would take place vir-
tually and registration materials
would begin to distributed in
December.

Rev. Mukojima

Continued from Page 2

who supported another party.
But now that the election is over,
we should respect and accept
one another, regardless of our
political differences. Even if we
hate another person for his views,
we shouldn’t dwell on our dif-
ferences, but try to let them go.
Hatred can never create anything
constructive.

The spirit of No Side is the
right way to encourage the entire
nation to stand together. This is
how we can get beyond the bar-
riers of race, religions, cultures,

and everything else. No Side is
a world of kindness and respect
without discrimination or hatred.

Regardless which  political
party holds power, if we firmly
grasp this spirit of No Side or
the Middle Path, we can create a
safe and comfortable community
where each of us respects anoth-
er’s values and protects another’s
civil rights. This is how to realize
“the empathic world,” meaning,
“When you are in pain, [ am also
in pain. When you are happy, I
am also happy.” It refers to the
world of Nembutsu filled with
kindness, respect, and gratitude.

This spirit of No Side is the
teaching of the Middle Path, the

basis of Buddhism which encour-
ages us not to be too attached to
either side of extremes. It shows
us how important and precious
the way of life is that treats
others, as well as ourselves, with
respect.

Issues with the election results
may linger, but all of us want to
see unity and harmony in this
country, so I sincerely hope that
each of us will try to embody
the spirit of No Side. With its
calm promise to fearful children
everywhere, No Side shows that
by being truly respectful of one
another, we can create a kind
and hopeful society to unite, not
divide, this nation.
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