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2015 Parliament of the World's Religions in Salt Lake City, Utah

A Joytul Jodo Shinshu Presence at Interfaith

The 2015 Parliament of the
World’s Religions, the largest
and most inclusive interfaith
gathering in the world, took
place from October 15-19,
2015 at the Salt Palace Con-
vention Center in Salt Lake
City, Utah. According to
organizers, the Parliament
convened 9,806 participants;
30 major religions; 548 sub-
traditions; and 1,800 present-
ers who provided over a
thousand sessions addressing
the theme, “Reclaiming the
Heart of Humanity.”

It was an auspicious gath-
ering for the many Buddhists
from a spectrum of traditions
and organizations including
the Buddhist Churches of
America (BCA) and the other
Hongwanji districts of Hawaii
and Canada. This was where
Buddhism was first
duced to the American public
— at the first Parliament, held
in 1893 in Chicago. This year,
His Holiness the 14th Dalai
Lama was featured as a key-

intro-

note speaker. Unfortunately
His Holiness was not able to
attend due to health reasons,
but he provided two special
video messages.

For the first time ever,
Jodo Shinshu Buddhism was
fully
engaged in this historic inter-

well-represented  and

religious event due to the tre-
mendous leadership of Rev.
Jerry Hirano, resident minis-
ter of the Salt Lake Buddhist
Temple,
Hirano,

Carmela Javellana

minister’s assistant,
and an energetic Sangha from
SLBT as well as the neighbor-
ing temples of Ogden and
Honeyville. Please read more
in the President’s Message on
page 2 and see additional pho-
tos on page 8. To view Parlia-
ment sessions online, visit:

www.parliamentofreligions.org

Clockwise from top, left: 1) Rev. Yuki Sugahara
at the Salt Lake Buddhist Temple (SLBT), across
from the Salt Palace Convention Center, the
former site of Japantown. Calligraphy, Ichigo
Ichie, “to meet at this moment, once in a lifetime”
by Rev. Masami Hayashi. 2) Tibetan Buddhists
chanting at “Income Inequality” plenary. 3) The
Sikh community served a daily free lunch, Langar,
as part of their faith practice. 4) Metta was read
by Ms. Taylor Hirano at “War, Violence and Hate”
plenary. 5) Ojo Raisan was chanted by BCA and
Hongwanji ministers at the Parliament’s Sacred
Space for Buddhism. 6) A panel on “The Future
of Buddhism in America” with Bishops Matsumoto
(Hawaii) and Umezu (BCA) at SLBT. Photos by
Mark Minaga (1,2,6), Rev. Ron Kobata (3) and
Yumi Hatta (4,5)
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Fifty-two people received their Dharma names. Photo by Greg Goodmann.

OCBC Celebrates 50th Anniversary

Over 550 members of the Orange County Bud-
dhist Church gathered on October 4 to celebrate its
50th anniversary as an independent temple, estab-
lished in 1965 at its present location in Anaheim,
California, after being a branch of the Los Angeles
Betsuin for many years. The commemorative ser-
vice was officiated by Rev. Kodo Umezu, Bishop
of our Buddhist Churches of America, with nearly
20 other active and retired Southern District and
OCBC ministers. The day before, a Kieshiki Con-
firmation Ceremony was also officiated by Bishop
Umezu, and 52 recipients received their Buddhist
names.

Following the commemorative service a group
photo was taken, and then a reception was held in
the OCBC Multipurpose Building. Serving as MCs
for the reception were Rumi Nakatani and Craig

Ishii. The delicious dinner was catered by noted
chef, Akira Hirose, of Maison Akira in Pasadena.
OCBC’s Daion Taiko provided entertainment, and
a moving “I Am OCBC” video was shown. It was
the work of many hours of interviews conducted
by the OCBC Digital Media Center, led by Greg
Goodman. OCBC members of the past and present
shared their thoughts and memories on the video.

Co-chairs for the event were Jo Ann Tanioka
and Diana Ono, who were both young members of
the Sangha in 1965, and whose families have been
pioneering members in the history of OCBC.

OCBC was privileged to have as guests Bishop
and Mrs. Kodo Umezu, Dr. Kent Matsuda, BCA
President, temple presidents and representatives of
various Southern District temples, and active and
retired ministers in the Southern District.
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Thanksgiving Day

By Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop

We are already in the month of
November and this year is coming
to an end so quickly. Because of
Thanksgiving Day, we can reflect
on things we can be thankful for.

As we look around, we find
so many things that we should be
grateful for. The big question to
me is whether or not we really
accept everything with a feeling
of gratitude. It is easy for us to
express our appreciation when
something good happens or is
given to us. But does the feeling
last a long time? Even with the
Nembutsu teaching, I have to ask
myself if I am always grateful for
it.

This reminds me of chapter
9 of Tannisho written by Yuien, a
disciple of Shinran Shonin.

“Although I say the nembutsu,
the feeling of dancing with joy
is faint within me, and I have no

thought of wanting to go to the
Pure Land quickly. How should
it be?” When I asked the Master
this, he answered, “I, too, used to
have this question, and the same
thought occurs to you, Yuien!
When I reflect deeply on it, by the
very fact that I do not rejoice at
what should fill me with such joy
that I would jump up and down, I
realize all the more that my birth
in the Pure Land is completely
settled. What suppresses the heart
that should rejoice and keeps one
from rejoicing is the action of
blind passions.”

This conversation continues
further: “The Buddha, knowing
this beforehand, called us ‘ordi-
nary (foolish) people possessed
of blind passions’; thus, becoming
aware that the compassionate Vow
is indeed for the sake of ourselves,
who are such beings, we find it all

On October 18, 2015, a Kieshiki Ceremony was held for ten members at the
Salt Lake Buddhist Temple by Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop (top row, right).
Also attending were Bishop Eric Matsumoto of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission
of Hawaii (top row, left) and SLBT resident minister Rev. Jerry Hirano (second
row, second from right). Photo by Mark Minaga.

the more trustworthy.”

Our minds are always moving
around and not staying fixed on
one feeling. Even our sense of
appreciation is short lived. What
Shinran Shonin and Yuien ap-
preciated was the caring and com-
passionate Vow that thoroughly
understood them. Blind passions

are a basic part of our existence
and the real cause of pain and
suffering. Blind passions make our
lives more difficult. However, we
do not see blind passions as such
and live our lives regarding other
things as the causes of suffering.
When we that
blind passions caused Amida to

realize our

do something about our suffer-
establish  the
Vow and the calling of Namu

ing—namely, to

Amidabutsn—we  deeply appreci-
ate the action that came out of
Amida’s compassion, urging us to
take refuge in Amida Buddha. As
we recognize our blind passions,
we utter the Nembutsu. As we
utter the Nembutsu, we realize
that we are being thought of by
the universal compassionate heart
and mind. We feel together with
Amida Buddha, the source of the
Vow, and recite Namu Amidabutsu
in gratitude.

If T was expected to live my
life with gratitude 24/7, 1 could
not live. Like Shinran Shonin, I am
not able to “rejoice at what should
fill me with such joy” all the time.
Therefore, I really, really appreci-
ate the Nembutsu teaching and
Shinran Shonin.

As we observe Thanksgiving
Day, let us contemplate the kind-
ness of all the people who have
guided us to the Nembutsu teach-

ng.
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to our life. This to me is what

to the first Thanksgiving, the
number totals 65,534. From the
time of Shinran Shonin’s birth

to enable the settlers to survive our religious life is about. The

in the unfamiliar conditions of

By Rev. Kengu Ronald Kobata
Buddhist Church
of San Francisco

sense that we are living in and
what became known as New in the Pure Land an astounding
sum of 2,147,483,646 human

beings, one third of the present

with Immeasurable Life gives
England. This cultural encoun- this finite experience infinite
ter is said to have occurred in
1621.

Using these two historic
g

meaning.
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human intelligence population on earth, comprise By definition anything in

our personal ancestors! If we one’s life that can be measured
were to take this back to the
time of Sakyamuni Buddha 26

centuries ago, it would be an

with measuring, and thereby years and adding Shinran Sho- is relative and finite, i.e. depen-

evaluating,  quantities and nin’s memorial year for refer- dent and impermanent. It does

qualities of the material and ence, I'd like to offer an eye- not exist forever and cannot

mental world we experience as  opening equation to illustrate —astronomical number. exist alone. That which is truly

our “life.” Conventional values how the meaning of Immeasur- As incredible it is to con-
able Life/Light:  Amitayus/
Amitabha, named Amida is not

a concept to be believed, but a

reliable and enduring in life is
Therefore
the gratitude we realize in hear-

are generally based upon some sider how our present existence  truly Immeasurable.

measurable standards. Based on is the result of the innumerable

these measurements we think/ homo sapiens that have preceded ing the Dharma and saying the

judge something to be good/ us, we must not overlook or
bad, desirable/

undesirable, etc. Our day-to-day

reality lived, in Thanksgiving.
If we
existence

Nembutsu is something that
right/wrong, trace our present
back

biological appearance in this

ignore the fact that human be- is awakened in us beyond our
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Buddhist Church of Sacramento

On December 17, 1899, a dedication service officially established the Buddhist of Sacramento. It became the second temple
established in Buddhist Churches of America, following the Buddhist Church of San Francisco, founded in 1898. Rev.
Ryotetsu Hara was the first resident minister. The location was 1221 Third Street.
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A growing membership necessitated a move to 418 “O” Street on August 15, 1900. Many organizations were formed,
including the Sacramento Buddhist Women’s Association, Young Buddhist Association, and a Japanese Language School.
Howakai branches were formed in the neighboring areas of Marysville and Penryn.

In 1931, the 30th anniversary of the Church was commemorated with a project to construct a large social hall, together with
a full court basketball gym and a stage for a variety of programs.

World War II casted its shadow over the entire Nikkei Community. The mandatory relocation forced the closure of its doors
in May of 1942. The Sacramento Nikkei population was dispersed and relocated to various internment camps. During this
time, the Church buildings were occupied by the armed forces under the administration of the City of Sacramento. In 1946,
the Church and its facilities were returned by the city.

Like the Buddhist

Churches of America

Buddhist Church of Sacramento
2401 Riverside Blvd.
Sacramento, CA 95818

Tel: (916) 446-0121
www.buddhistchurch.com

In late 1958, the Sacramento Redevelopment Agency required the land occupied by the Church. Since the Church had stood
for more than half a century, the decision to move was difficult. On October 18, 1958, a ground breaking ceremony was held
at the corner of Riverside Boulevard and X Street—the present location of the Church. Construction of the new Church was
completed in 1959.

Find us on:

facebook.

We cannot help but acknowledge our deepest appreciation to the thousands of leaders and members who have kept the Issei s
Dharma Dream alive for the past 116 years. The seed they planted in 1899 would grow to become the Sacramento Betsuin.
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Staffing the BCA booth with Chris
Sujarit, BCA Endowment Foundation.

From October 15-19, 2015,
the Parliament of the World’s
Religions convened in Salt Lake
City, Utah. Bishop Tatsuya Aoki
(Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples
of Canada), Bishop Eric Matsu-

moto (Honpa Hongwanji Bud-
dhist Mission of Hawaii), Bishop
Kodo Umezu (Buddhist Churches
of America/BCA), Rev. Henty
Adams, Rev. Kenji Akahoshi,
Rev. Harry Bridge, Rev. Dennis
Fujimoto, Rev. Yugo Fujita (In-
ternational Ministerial Orientation
Program/IMOP), Rev.
Furumoto, Rev. Marvin Harada,
Rev. Anan Hatanaka (Staff of
Advanced Research
and Education), Rev. Jerry Hirano,
Rev. Kojo Kakihara, Rev. Katsuya
Kusunoki, Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwa-

Ryuta

Hongwanji

Message

Jodo Shinshu Participation at the Parliament of the World’s Religions

hara, Rev. Ron Miyamura, Rev.
Carol O’Dowd, Rev. Ron Kobata,
Rev. Yuki Sugahara, Rev. Chikako
Tsuyama (IMOP), Yumi Hatta
(BCA Center for Buddhist Educa-
tion), Christopher Sujarit (BCA
Endowment Foundation), Prof.
Scott Mitchell (Institute of Bud-
dhist Studies/IBS), Natalie Quli
(IBS) and I helped to represent
the BCA, Jodo Shinshu Buddhism,
and the IBS.

During the Parliament, six ple-
nary sessions addressed the broad
themes of women’s empowerment;

emerging young leaders; income
inequality; war, violence and hate;
climate change; and indigenous
peoples. Numerous religions had
exhibition booths, just like the
BCA and the IBS. Interfaith activi-
ties and sessions were presented
during the Parliament. It was
estimated that nearly ten thousand
people attended.

BCA ministers and lay mem-
bers helped to staff the BCA
booth, the IBS booth, the “Sacred
Space” that had a simplified Bud-
dhist altar and chairs for attendees,

the classroom at the Salt Lake
Buddhist Temple (SLBT) and the
Hondo of the SLBT. We had many
people attend the introduction to
Buddhism/Jodo Shinshu sessions
at the SLBT. Quite a few people
visited the BCA and IBS booths.
We were able to hand out lots of
flyers and booklets to people pass-
ing by the booths. Bishop Umezu
and many ministers and volunteers
proved to be very effective and
persuasive in talking to people
about Jodo Shinshu Buddhism and
Continued on Page 6

Rev. Katsuya Kusunoki
Buddhist Church of Lodi

Seventy years ago, atomic
bombs were dropped on Hiroshi-
ma and Nagasaki. Nagasaki is my
hometown. My father is a survi-
vor of the Nagasaki A-bomb. He
was six years old at that time. Be-
cause of his horrible experience,
he doesn’t want anyone to face
the same situation. Therefore, he
tries to tell his story often, and

wishes for peace.

Path of Peace, Path of Enlightenment

He is not only the person
to wish for peace. I think peace
is one of humanity’s common
goals. People wish for peace
even though they live in different
places, speak different languages,
have different cultures, and fol-
low different religions. People
have been trying hard to make
this world peaceful.

In reality, human beings have
been fighting each other forever.
War has never disappeared from
this world since the beginning of
recorded time. When I look at
a website or TV, I see sad news
about war, terrorism, or murder
almost every day. As a result of
seeking peace, somehow, human
beings create a right side and a
wrong side. Eventually, they start
fighting each other. Even though
humans have great common ide-
als, we cannot fulfill them. We

cannot live with ease.

How can we make this world
peaceful? How can we achieve
our common ideals?

My answer is that the goals
and ideals which we pursue might
be wrong. I think it is because
our goals naturally contain hu-
man greed, evil passions and
impure desires. We should set a
goal which is perfectly pure and
doesn’t contain any of our human
attachment (bonno). It must be the
goal which Buddha shows us.

Buddha’s goal is to attain per-
fect enlightenment. We should
sincerely listen to the Buddha
Dharma and follow the Buddha’s

guidance.

There is a passage in the
Larger Sutra:

“Wherever  the  Buddha

travels, be it country, province,
town, or village, there is no place

which does not benefit from his
virtue. Peace and harmony reign
throughout the land. The sun and
moon shine brightly, the wind
and rain are prosperous and the
people live in peace, so there is
no need to use soldiers and weap-
ons. People respect virtue, culti-
vate benevolence, and diligently
observe propriety and humility.”

As a result of accepting and
receiving Buddha’s virtue, as a
result of walking the path of en-
lightenment, we can live in peace.

I cannot do anything if some-
one aims a gun at me. I have no
political influence to stop war. I
am not able to save people who
are suffering from war right now.
I am just an ordinary person, but
I have a path to follow. The path,
which Buddha shows us, is the
path of enlightenment and com-
passion. Compassion is having

the ability to understand the pain
and sorrow of all living beings.

Nowadays, we hear a lot of
sad news and tragedies. At this
moment, somebody may kill
somebody else to save or protect
their life, their family, their friend,
their country, or its principles
and policies. They might not be
able to find another way to save
these things beside war or killing
somebody. But there is another
way to live. We have to listen
to the Buddha Dharma and ask
ourselves if we can understand
another person’s pain and sor-
row, and if we are conscious that
all people can interact with each
other and live together.

As we continuously ask our-
selves these questions, we will be
following the path of enlighten-
ment, the path of Newbutsu, and
the path of peace. In Gassho.

BCA Welcomes Five New Ministers (Part 2)

In the October issue of the Wheel/ of
Dbharma, we announced three of the five
new ministers who recently were appoint-
ed to the Buddhist Churches of America
(BCA) by the Office of the Bishop. We are
pleased to introduce the two additional
Kyoshi ministers, Rev. Mutsumi Wondra
and Rev. Candice Shibata. Welcome!

dice Shibata

&

Rev. Can

RS born in
Califor-
nia and my family

- I was

San  Jose,

moved to Stockton,
California shortly
after my birth. I am
the daughter of Tad
Shibata and the late

Jackie Shibata, the granddaughter of the

late Rev. Tesshin and the late Haruko
Shibata, and the niece of Rev. George and
Yasuko Shibata.

I grew up in Stockton while attending
Dharma School at the Stockton Buddhist
Temple. I began my collegiate studies at
a junior college and later transferred to
California State University, Sacramento
where I majored in psychology. After
graduation, I was a case manager for
children with developmental disabilities.
In 2009, T obtained my first Master of
Arts degree in counseling psychology
from the University of San Francisco.
Following graduate school, I interned as a
therapist at two elementary schools from
2009-2010.

In September 2012, I received Tokudo
ordination in Kyoto and served as the

minister’s assistant at the Stockton Bud-
dhist Temple. I recently graduated with
my second master’s degree in Buddhist
studies from the Institute of Buddhist
Studies and Graduate Theological Union
in May 2015. One month later, I returned
to Japan to complete my Kyoshi certifica-

tion. Currently, I am a Kyoshi minister
in orientation at the Berkeley Buddhist
Temple.

Rev. Mutsumi
Wondra

I was born in
Kyoto and gradu-
Kyoto

Univert-

ated from
Women’s
sity with a B.A. in
; < English Literature.
I studied Buddhism and Shin Buddhism

through the Correspondence Course of
Kyoto at Chuo Bukkyo Gakuin. In 2006,
I received certification as a Buddhist
Churches of America minister’s assistant
and began training with Rev. Marvin
Harada at the Orange County Buddhist
Church (OCBC).

I received an M.A. in Buddhist Studies
from the Institute of Buddhist Studies in
2010, and an M.A. in Shinsha (Shin Bud-
dhism) Studies from Ryukoku University
in 2012. In June of 2015, I completed
Ryukoku’s three-year doctoral course as
a Ph.D candidate. During my five-year
stay in Kyoto, I received the gakkai hokyo
(third rank of Nishi Hongwanji scholars)
and fukyoshi propagation license. As of
September 1, 2015, I became a full-time
BCA minister at OCBC.

Standing Together For Peace and Harmony in our Communities

Earlier this year via Facebook,
anti-Muslim protests were being
promoted on October 9 and 10
under the misleading banner of

the “Global Rally for Humanity.”
In response, the Islamic Networks
Group (ING) invited religious
organizations to endorse the soli-
darity statement reprinted below.

The BCA Executive Commit-
tee unanimously approved support
of the statement, which was made
public on the ING website on
October 9. For more information,
visit: www.ing.org.

Islamic Networks Group (ING)
& Interfaith Allies’ Statement
on Anti-Muslim Protests

At this time, when the forces of
fear are calling for rallies against a
religious minority, and xenophobia
and bigotry are given more promi-
nent voice in the public square,
we feel it necessary to reaffirm the
common values of openness, tolet-
ance, understanding, and pluralism
that unite us as Americans and as
human beings. We stand against
those who would fracture the unity
of the human family along racial,
ethnic, religious, or cultural lines;
but even more we stand for the
compassion and mutual respect

that our world so badly needs.

A globalizing world needs
globalized hearts, hearts that can
both respect our differences and
particularities and at the same time
see beyond them to the fundamen-
tal humanity we all share, hearts
that approach human diversity not
with fear but with deep longing to
know, understand, and learn from
one another. And as Americans,
we need to remind ourselves and
the world that the First Amend-
ment to our Constitution, and in
particular its guarantee of religious

liberty, entail not merely a legal but
also an ethical and spiritual com-
mitment to live out the principles
of pluralism and mutual acceptance
that are the only basis on which
our diverse nation and wotld can
live in harmony and peace.

In the face of voices of fear
and division, we call on all our fel-
low Americans, and all our sisters
and brothers across the globe, to
affirm and to live by the values of
our common humanity: mutual
respect, understanding, and com-
passion.
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“A Most Beautiful Harmony” in Anchorage, Alaska
“An excellent introduction to

——

'“ﬁ Shin Buddhism that can open up a
q new way of relating to the universe.”
} This was the description by a partici-
pant in the “Awakened Awareness:
The Path and Process of Shin Bud-
dhism” public lecture that took place
on September 26, 2015. Rev. Joshin
Dennis Fujimoto, resident minister of
the Idaho-Oregon Buddhist Temple
in Ontario, Oregon, gave the presentation on the University of Alaska, Anchorage
campus. Sponsored by the BCA Center for Buddhist Education, this outreach pro-
gram included a chanting service and lecture. Said Carolene Panduren, the coordinator
of the event, “The facility was ready for us when we arrived and everything went as
planned. Unfortunately, the weather did not cooperate. It was raining... and now
there is some flooding in some low areas. [But] what we lacked in numbers, we made
up for in appreciation.”

Eight individuals braved the weather to learn about the teachings of Shinran
Shonin, and they were not disappointed. Comments included “Good information for
novices” and “The warmth of the presenter was notable; he was a good ambassador.”

“The service that Rev. Fujimoto provided was very popular,” Carolene said.
“Everyone joined in the chanting and a most beautiful harmony was struck. It was
amazing that a group that had never chanted before could produce that marvelous
sound. It was inspiring.”

This was the first of an ongoing dialogue with Anchorage community members
interested in Shin Buddhism. A second gathering and discussion took place on Octo-
ber 10, and another is scheduled for October 24. Carolene, who has completed the
Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course, is leading the groups with guidance from CBE.

Seattle Holds 4th Women in Buddhism Conference
by Ann Oxrieder, Seattle Buddhist Church

Is a daikon a Bodhisattva? Sensei Irene
Goto opened the Seattle Buddhist Church’s
fourth annual Women in Buddhism confer-
ence, “Everyday Bodhisattvas,” with this
question. She continued, “From the titles of
the presentations today, I believe we will
further our ability to recognize Bodhisattvas
in our everyday lives. In sim-
plest terms, a Bodhisattva is a
being who helps others. But
can only humans be Bodhi-
sattvas?” More than seventy attendees spent the first Saturday in Octo-
ber puzzling over this question, and getting answers to many others.

(Above, L. to r;) Rev. Sala Sekiya, Rev. Patti
Nakai, and Ms. Linda Anderson Krech answer
questions. (Photo by Irene Goto.) (Right) Sensei
Irene Goto. (Photo by Sat Ichikawa.)

From Seattle’s new Associate Minister, Rev. Sala Sekiya, they gained a new ap-
preciation of chanting, which she said was “a way of showing respect for the Buddha”
and described as “the music of nature” reminiscent of “wind, waves, and falling tree
branches.”

Linda Anderson Krech, ToDo Institute, offered strategies for maintaining
healthy family relationships, based on a Japanese practice called Naikan. She presented
three questions to prompt self-examination around our relationships with others.
“What have I received from ___? What have I given to ___?”” and “What troubles and
difficulties have I caused ___?” When we answer these questions, we see we are in-
debted to others and we begin to turn our focus outward, away from ourselves.

Rev. Patti Nakai, Buddhist Temple of Chicago, acknowledged that women of the
Baby Boom generation often become caregivers for their loved ones, and the respon-
sibilities of caregiving can feel burdensome. Sensei offered this counsel: “Sometimes
we do this work with a heavy heart and feel we’re making sacrifices to do it. We see a
lot of ego in these situations. We forget that the Buddha is supporting us, that we’re
receiving care and benefits in this life.” We need to reframe negative thoughts about
caregiving and say, “The causes and conditions around me ate allowing me to do this
work. The Nembutsu is not to take a load off my shoulders, but to help me carry
a burden.”

Later, each speaker identified a person—and in one case a pet—whom they
viewed as an “everyday Bodhisattva.”

But what about the daikon? Sensei Goto returned to this question at the end the
day with an excerpt from an interview (recorded in the book Bodbisattvas Everywhere,
translated by Rev. Toshikazu Arai), in which Reverend Tokuso Sakakibara said this:

“... T eat fish, meat, daikon. The daikon itself wants to live. It grows up. Blos-
soms with flowers, thinks of increasing its descendants — but we take the daikon at the
prime of its life and eat it. So the things which I had thought of being in the world of
animals have become things of my own world, of myself.

..."T began to feel that everything such as fish, animals, daikon, etc., came to
appear to me as bodhisattvas. They sacrifice their own bodies and lives in order to
sustain my life.... They never complain about this. In this way, to me, all these things
that surround me are bodhisattvas.”

Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course - Monthly Essay

This article was written in response to an assignment for the JSCC
and reflects the author’s individual understanding of this topic.

Visit: www.JSCC.cbe-bca.org for course details

Does the realization and attainment
of shinjin* make a difference
in one’s present life?

By Ron Ito

I believe the realization and attainment of shinjin does make a difference in one’s
present life. I believe this is so because shinjin allows us to make positive changes in
the way we live our lives and to have a clearer view of reality. Shinjin also provides us
with awareness of our defiled passions of greed, anger, and ignorance. With shinjin,
we are able to live each day fully with greater awareness, clarity, and appreciation. Fur-
ther, we are able to live with greater peace of mind.

It has taken me a while to understand shinjin and I still may not fully understand
it. However, a few quotes from the reading have provided clarity. They are as follows:

1) “People with shinjin know the reality of their existence, that is, the realization
of their deluded passions. This may cause negative feelings or lament over their exis-
tence. However, it can also bring them the opportunity to change the way they live.”

2) “A positive life in which one is grateful for everything that supports his/her
life and a mindful life in which one continuously pays attention to his/her deluded
passions in daily life, are examples of the life which Nembutsu followers would lead
under the compassionate light of Amida Buddha.”

3) “Pure Land Buddhism is never a myth of a utopia after death which pays least
attention to the present life, but it is a teaching which transforms this life into a mean-
ingful and positive one through the serious consideration of one’s own life and death.”

The first quote brings in and ties back to concepts from general Buddhism or
Buddhism that I was exposed to growing up. These are the concepts of (1) awareness
(including self-awareness) and (2) the three poisons. Knowing the “reality of their
existence,” to me, relates to awareness and self-awareness, as discussed further below.
“Deluded passions,” based on references throughout the reading, refers to the three
poisons of greed, anger, and ignorance. Prior readings have referred to blind passions,
defilements, and delusions. I was glad to see that in this month’s reading, deluded pas-
sions referred to self-centeredness, greed, envy, anger, ignorance, and so forth. It was
helpful to have some clarity over what constitutes deluded passions.

The first and second quotes also refer to changes in how we live our lives. I
thought the reading made an interesting point that because we are incapable of con-
trolling all of our actions due to the karmic conditions that surround us, we may
sometimes take “poisonous” actions, driven by our deluded passions. However, with
shinjin, we gain the wisdom to discern that poison is poison, and thus are able to take
less poisonous actions. This again relates back to awareness and in this case involves
taking an action in how we live our lives—specifically, to take less poisonous actions.
The second quote also makes reference to a positive life, including by being grateful of
everything that supports one’s life and mindful of one’s deluded passions in daily life.

The third quote, which to me was the most powerful one in summarizing shin-
jin, directly addresses the issue of death. Like the prior two quotes, it too addresses the
present life where one can make positive changes by considering one’s place in life. It
was informative to read the role that a peaceful and settled mind plays in allowing one
to live a more meaningful and positive life. In particular, the reading states that at the
moment of death, most people would be anguished with fear of where they would go
and what they would become at the end of their lives. However, the truly settled—or,
persons of shinjin—have ease of mind. I interpreted this benefit to be that, “knowing
we will not live forever, we should do everything we can to live our lives fully in the
present moment, using our awareness (of our deluded passions) and our wisdom to
take the most positive actions possible.” Based on this interpretation, as stated previ-
ously, I believe that it is possible for shinjin to make a positive difference in one’s pre-
sent life.

*shinjin can be defined as entrusting in the Vow of Amida Buddha.

Ron lto participated in the Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course from September 2013
to July 2015. He is a senior analyst at the U.S. Government Accountability Office in San
Francisco, CA.

Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course
SPRING ENROLLMENT 2016

The two-year online program is accepting website applications from

November 1, 2015. Course starts March 1, 2016.

For further information, please visit www.,jscc.cbe-bca.org
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JSCC Oftice, Jodo Shinshu Center, 2140 Durant Ave., Berkeley, CA 94704,
Tel: 510-809-1441, Email: hongwanjioffice@bcahq.org

BCA Bookstore News
by Gayle Noguchi

Now available: My Buddhist Christmas by Jeremy
Phillips, paperback, $15.00.

In this fictional novel by Spokane Buddhist Temple
member Jeremy Phillips, Chris Jones, a 16-year-old high school .
junior, struggles to come to terms with the paradoxes of his CHDISTHAS
life. He is a Caucasian Buddhist kid in America surrounded by
the Christmas season. He plays in a band called the Dharma
Bhumz, but his band mates are more interested in getting high than practicing for
their upcoming school talent competition. He likes Mary Simpson, but her parents are
fundamentalist Christians and disapprove of Chtis’s being Buddhist. Confused and
conflicted, Chris strives to make sense of his life and find his place in the world. On
top of all that, he is still mourning a devastating loss. It is Chris’s friend Greg from
Dharma School who helps him to see that every experience—as difficult and negative
as it may seem—is a lesson if we choose to view it that way, and that every moment is
inherent with the means and the opportunity for awakening as we are constantly em-
braced by the wisdom and compassion of Amida Buddha.

o i e bt o i
Ty T Lo i P

To order, go to www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org and click on the BCA
Bookstore link, or contact gnoguchi@bcahq.org / 510-809-1435. Open Wednesday
through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Like us on Facebook.
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2015 BCA FBWA Youth Exchange with Japan BWA

by June Shiigi, Oregon Buddhist Temple
Youth Exchange Co-chair for NW District BWA

From August 14 - 21, 2015 the Northwest District Buddhist Women’s Associa-
tion (BWA) hosted two students from Japan: 24-year-old Midori Kunisaki of Ryoeiji
Temple in Hokkaido and 20-year-old Kana Nishida of Koshoji Temple in Osaka. Mi-
dori, a hazardous materials practitioner and civil engineer, graduated from Tomakomai
National College of Tech-
nology. She is currently an
architecture graduate stu-
dent at Muroran Institute of
Technology. Midori is a
member of the Ski Associa-
tion of Japan. Kana is a
humanities major and litera-
ture student at Kansai Uni-
versity. She likes surfing,
snowboarding, skiing, and
enjoys romance literature.

2014 FBW.A Youth Exchange students (I to r) Rosie Y asukochi
(Seattle) and Kristi Fukunaga (Oregon), with 2015 students Kana
Nishida and Midori Kunisaki at Seattle Betsuin BWA luncheon.

The host family in Seattle was Suzanne and Eric Fujinari and their daughter
Alexis. They enjoyed shopping and sightseeing at famous sites including the Pike Place
Market, the Seattle Center, the Space Needle, and Seattle’s waterfront. Midori and
Kana also went to the original Starbucks, and were treated to homemade American
breakfasts. A group gathered for a nice farewell BBQ potluck dinner at the Fujinaris.

After services at Seattle Betsuin, White River, Oregon, and Tacoma Buddhist
Temples, BWA members, their ministers, and minister’s assistants treated the girls to
welcome lunches or dinner at their respective locations.

The Oregon host family was Lori and Ray Fukunaga and their daughter Kiristi.
Scenic outings took place at Mt. Hood’s Timberline Lodge and other locations, as well
as a fun City Tour of Portland on Segways. After shopping at the popular SE Haw-
thorne Boulevard, they enjoyed a farewell BBQ potluck dinner party with special
S’more treats hosted by the Fukunagas.

The Idaho-Oregon BWA created a photo album for the students showing the
activities and places they visited. The best part of the exchange was seeing Midori,
Kana, and our youths getting to know each other while playing Ping-Pong and bad-
minton, spontaneously singing Buddhist songs, and sharing reasons why Jodo Shinshu
Buddhism is meaningful in their lives. Although Midori and Kana have returned to
Japan, we continue to keep in touch with them by Facebook and email. We will miss
their fun, caring ways and how they expressed their appreciation for everything.

The NW District BWA Youth Exchange Planning Committee thanks the Fuji-
nari and Fukunaga families for their generous hospitality. We are grateful that Kristi
Fukunaga and Rosie Yasukochi, 2014 Youth Exchange Students to Japan, were avail-
able to help organize and participate in the outings. We express our deepest apprecia-
tion to Bishop Umezu, Rev. Michael Endo, Rev. Don Castro, Rev. Kojo Kakihara,
Rev. Ogui, and Rev. Yukawa for their guidance, and all NW District participants for
their support. We hope this valuable Youth Exchange Program continues for many
more years to come.

(Upper:) Welcome dinner party hosted by Oregon
Buddhist Temple BW.A. OBT President Cathy
Yarne at far right. (Center, [ to r:) White River
BW.A Co-presidents Lillian Asato and Karen Mura-
kami, Mrs. Mayumi Ogui, Midori Kunisaki, Kana

| Nishida, Rev. Koshin Ogui, and Temple Vice Presi-
dent Wayne Mizuki at WRBT. (Lower:) At Tacoma
Buddhist Temple with Rev. Ynkawa (top, center) and
Tacoma BW.A President Patti Wong (center in blue).

Wi inter Pacific Seminar: ‘“East Meets West”
Jodo Shinshu from the Higashi and Nishi Perspectives
in Los Angeles, CA - January 30, 2016

Join us on Saturday, January 30, from 9 am — 4 pm at the Los Angeles Hompa
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple (in the morning) and the Higashi Honganji Buddhist
Temple (in the afternoon). Keynote speakers Dr. Mark Blum and Rev. Henry Adams
will present in both English and Japanese. “The History of the Split” will be discussed
by Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto (E) and Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara (J). English and
Japanese panels will feature speakers from both traditions. Registration is $40 and
includes lunch. Registration information to come. Co-sponsored by the BCA Center
for Buddhist Education and the Institute of Buddhist Studies.

Buddhists Around the World
By Joanne Gozawa, Palo Alto Buddhist Temple

This is an excerpt from an article that appeared in the August newsletter of the PABT. Joanne
Gozawa’s article speaks not only to the power of unity among different schools of Buddhism, but to
interfaith unity as well: the Sakyadhbita International Buddbist Women's Conference was hosted by a
Muslim conntry.

Unable to attend the Buddhist Women’s Association (BWA) Calgary
Conference, I went to the International Buddhist Women’s Conference held in
Indonesia at the end of June instead. Theravada, Tibetan, and Mahayana Buddhists, all
convened together around the theme of Compassion and Social Justice. It was a life
changing experience.

The 1,000 attendees were from at least 20 different countries. While English and
Indonesian were prominent languages spoken in conference proceedings, five
different simultaneous translations were also available during presentations. And at
meals, I heard people happily chatting in Hindi, Bhasa-Indonesian, Malay, Thai,
Vietnamese, Korean, Taiwanese, Burmese, French, as well.

I experienced first-hand how large the Buddhist presence is in the world; how
long its ancient history is in Asia; appreciated how different Buddhist lineages all live
the Four Nobel Truths; and how compassionate wisdom brings its gifts to globa

Snapshots from the Sakyadhita Buddbist Women's Conference in Indonesia (clockwise:) sunrise from

Borobudur, a massive 8th-century temple; a few of the 1,000 attendees; vegetarian meals; hard working
student volunteers, a statue of Buddha. (Photos courtesy of Joanne Gozawa.)

challenges like climate change, poverty, inequity for women, and other social injustices.
In this international setting, I instantly understood that the inclusive spitit alive in the
Buddhist Churches of America is part of the larger field of compassion realized by
Buddhist globally. This larger context also put my day-to-day concerns into perspective,
especially since the conference was held in a developing countty, and renunciant nuns
were prominent participants. We from first-world countries likely came away humbled,
or at least reflective about the material priorities that can occupy our lives.

All the people I met were so open-hearted, whether they were affiliated with
their country’s equivalent of the BWA, working professionals and housewives who
took up Buddhist studies, life-long practitioners, seckers, academics, or monastics. 1
fell easily into conversation with all of them who spoke English—women and men
who had engaging stories to tell about their lives, about their families, and about their
faith. I imagine it was like being on the Silk Road or at the United Nations, getting a
sense of the life, as well as the politics and the economics of people from multiple
countries and all at once. This being my first trip to Southeast Asia, I was like a
sponge, absorbing the atmosphere and all that casual, yet sincere conversations could
offer.

The conference was organized by Sakyadhita, an international group of Buddhist
women, with several small, country-based branches, including one in the United
States. Sakyadhita is 30 years old and operates on a shoestring. Everyone is a volunteer
and donates their expertise, and yet the organization manages to coordinate an
international conference once every two years (the one I attended was its 14th) to
encourage and connect Buddhist women around the world. Amazingly, the eight day
conference I attended had 11 panels adding up to 58 paper presentations and 45
different workshops.

Additionally, every other evening after dinner we were treated to a 1.5-hour
dharma talk. Alternative evenings featured Indonesian cultural night (providing
performances by Indonesian dancers and musicians and a shadow puppet drama). If the
formal program was full, it was complemented by how well we were cared for. Food at
the conference was incredible, varied, and plentiful—three delicious vegetarian meals a
day and afternoon tea all served buffet style every day.

And one further note regarding the conference generally: It was given distinction
by the Sultan-Governor of the Yogyakarta region (we went to his palace an hour away)
who was involved with opening formalities and his wife, the Queen, who participated
in closing ceremonies. Remarkable when one realizes that Indonesia is a Muslim
country. Many of the student volunteers, from five local universities who worked at
the conference, were Muslim. They worked 15-hour days even though the conference
was held during their fasting month of Ramadan.

An international conference of such diversity did a lot to expand my hortizons
about Buddhist presence in the world and has deepened my contemplation as to how
Tariki and action towards social justice in the world can be lived.
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Join the Dana Program!
Continuing the Legacy of the Nembutsu Teachings

BUDDHIST CHURCHES OF AMERICA.

HOME WELCOME FEATURES

.&

'PROGRAM

TEMPLES/CHURCHES DONATE LEARN

The Dana Program is an easy and direct way to support all the activities of the Buddhist Churches of America.
Through recurring or a one time payment of your choice, you can support the BCA's temples, ministers,
educational programs, the Center for Buddhist Education, the Institute of Buddhist Studies, the Bishop™s Office,

W as well as outreach events and programs. Also, you can opt in to send 50% of your donation to a local

.| temple/church of your cheice. Your Dana offering through this program will go to the areas of most need. and the
1 ] BCA will create an annual report on how your donations were utilized.

Donate online now here https:/bca kindful. com/ &
If you prefer to donate by check or direct bank transfer, please contact us at donate(@bcahq.org or call 415- 776-
5600 x311 and we will send you a brochure with accompanying payment form.

Thank you again for choosing to support the Buddhist Churches of America.

CONTACT US

Visit: BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org

Click on Dana Program

The new Dana Program has been launched! Please check your mail for your Dana Program brochure and

letter from Rev. Kodo Umezu, BCA Bishop. For your convenience, you can donate online by visiting www.

BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org and clicking on the Dana Program banner.

Members and supporters like you can offer your dana, or gifts of appreciation, to sustain, develop, and promote

Jodo Shinshu Buddhism in America. There are new options for making gifts on a recurring basis. Donors may also

designate a local BCA temple to receive a portion of the contribution.
Any questions may be directed to the Development Office at: donate@bcabg.org ot phone: (415) 776-5600 ext. 311.

Thank you for your continued support! Namwu Amida Butsu

Friends of IBS
Supporting Tomorrow’s Ministers Today

The Friends of the Institute of Buddhist Studies
(FIBS) is an essential group of donors supporting the
Ministerial Scholarship Fund and the future of BCA
ministers. As 2015 comes to an end, we gratefully
acknowledge these generous individuals, families, and
organizations who donated to the Ministerial Scholarship
Fund from the end of June until present. We are halfway
to our goal of $100,000. Thank you!

Mr. Harry Bergland Jr. and Mrs. June Masuyama
Dr. Gordon Bermant

Mzr. Ben and Mrs. Kiyo Chikaraishi
Ms. Emily Fisher

Ms. Gloria T. Fujimoto

Dr. Jack Fujimoto

Ms. Denise Gervais

Mzr. and Mrs. George Hanada

Mzr. and Mrs. Jon Hashibuchi

Dr. and Mrs. Neil T. Higashida
Ms. Kiyome Saneto Hirayama
Mrs. Mikiye Honda

Ms. Miyoko Kaneta

Mzr. Hiroji Kariya

Reverend Daijaku Kinst

Reverend Masao Kodani

Ms. Brenda Koga

Reverend Dean and Mrs. Linda Koyama
Ms. Ruby Kuritsubo

Mzrs. Chiyoko Masumoto

Ms. Jodi Masumoto

Mr. and Mrs. Don Matsubara

Dr. Kent Matsuda

Mr. and Mrs. George Matsunaga
Mr. Roy and Mrs. Masako Matsuo
Mz. Jeffrey S. Matsuoka

Name: (Rev., Dr., Mr., Mrs., Ms.)

Mr. Bradley Menda

Ms. Linda Minamoto

Dr. Leroy and Mrs. Barbara Hedani Morishita
Mrs. Catherine Nagareda

Mrs. Mary Nakamura

Dr. and Mrs. Russell Nakano

Mr. Mitchell and Mrs. Lynn Nakashima
Mr. David and Mrs. Lily Nakatani

Mzr. Mits Nakayama

Ms. Joyce Oishi

Mr. Rickey Ono

Mr. Stanley Mar and Mrs. Lorraine Otsuka
Mr. Joe and Mrs. Jill Ozaki

Mr. Oscar and Mrs. Noriko Sakamoto
Reverend Laverne and Mrs. Helen Sasaki
M. Richard and Mrs. Kay Schellhase

Mrs. Mary Nomi Sugimoto

Ms. Phyllis Sugimoto

Mr. Ronald and Mrs. Kyoko Suzuki

Mrs. Sally Takeda

Mrs. Sumi Tanabe

Reverend Diana Thompson

Reverend Patricia A. Kanaya Usuki

Ms. Opal Wakayama

Mr. David Windle and Mrs. Aya Nagatomi
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Wong

Mrs. Jacqueline Yamaguchi

Reverend Haruo and Mrs. Shigeko Yamaoka
Mt. Raymond and Mrs. Caroline Yamasaki
Mzt. and Mrs. Isamu Yoneyama

Ms. Midoti Yoshimura

Ms. Nancy Yoshioka

Organizations:
San Jose Buddhist Women’s Association

INSTITUTE OF BUDDHIST STUDIES

2140 Durant Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94704-1589
E-mail: instituteofbuddhiststudies@shin-ibs.edu

Please count me in as a Friend of the Institute of Buddhist Studies. 1 understand that these funds will be used
directly to support the endeavors of our BCA ministers of tomorrow, who wish to study at the Institute of Buddhist
Studies. Checks can be made payable to IBS, with the notation “Friends of IBS” on the memo line. Please note that
your contributions to the Institute of Buddhist Studies are tax deductible.

This donation is from my organization
Address

City State ___ Zip code
E-mail

WoD2015

Temple affiliation

IBS is a duly recognized charitable organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Phone ( )

Thanksgiving Offering
Supports the BCA Social
Welfare Fund

Over Three Decades of

Grants to the Community

Thanksgiving and the year-end are just around the corner!
Every year during this season of gratitude and goodwill, support-
ers like you have responded with kindness and generosity to the
Buddhist Churches of America’s (BCA) Thanksgiving Offering
mail appeal. Gifts received are the primary source of funds for
the BCA Social Welfare Fund. In its thirty-six years of operation,
this Fund has distributed over $2 million in grants for worthy
projects throughout the world.

The BCA Social Welfare Fund was established in 1981 to
“provide support to projects that aid those who are suffering
from deprivation of basic human needs. The ultimate goal is
to help sustain or attain a way of life which promotes mental,
physical and spiritual well-being. These funds are not limited to
Buddhists, N7&kez, and/or American organizations.”

Through your generosity, the BCA Social Welfare Fund has
been able to provide grants to community and social organiza-
tions in need and provide emergency relief for natural disasters
such as Japan’s Tohoku tsunami and earthquake in 2011 and
more recently, the Nepal earthquake in April, 2015.

In 2015, the Social Welfare Fund supported the Asian Com-
munity Center’s (ACC) Senior Services Transportation Services
with a grant of $10,000 to connect seniors—especially low-income
seniors and those using wheelchairs and walkers—with vital daily
services such as lunch programs, medical appointments and so-
cial activities. Additionally, when the first 2015 Nepal earthquake
struck in April, the Social Welfare Fund was able to provide an
immediate $20,000 grant to the Kathmandu Hongwanji for its
relief efforts prior to BCA’s launch of the special Nepal Earth-
quake Relief fund drive which raised an additional $178,689.

Please join fellow BCA Sangha members and friends in eas-
ing the suffering in our communities and in the world. Look
for the BCA Thanksgiving Offering letter in the coming weeks.
Your gift of any amount is appreciated. Together we can make a
meaningful difference for thousands.

About the BCA Social Welfare Fund

Do you know any organizations that need funding for a
crucial project? The BCA Social Welfare Committee reviews
applications annually from non- profit social service organiza-
tions. Application materials are available by contacting the BCA
National Headquarters at info@bcabg.org or 415-776-5600 x311.

President’s Message

Continued from Page 3

the BCA.

I'was able to attend a session on the resurgence of Buddhism in
India and how the message of Buddha has resonated with the ex-
untouchables (Dalits) who have been oppressed and marginalized
by the caste system of India. The presenters shared how Buddhism
has provided not just spiritual liberation but also has empowered
the Dalits in their social, economic, and political struggles.

I would like to thank all the ministers who attended the Parlia-
ment and helped to teach people about Jodo Shinshu Buddhism.
Many thanks go to Rev. Jerry and Carmela Hirano and the SLBT
Sangha for helping us set up the BCA and IBS booths, the “Sacred
Space,” a classroom for lectures at SLBT, and for providing meals
for us.

I also had a chance to see the Sunday Service at the SLBT.
Bishop Umezu held a Kieshiki Ceremony for ten SLBT members.
A panel discussion with Bishops Matsumoto and Umezu took
place after the Sunday Service. The SLBT Sangha is very diverse
and looks like the ideal Sangha for BCA temples. If you want to
see what American Jodo Shinshu looks like, you need to visit the
SLBT.
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Rev. Kobata attended Buddhist-Catholic Dialogue in Rome
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‘Ministers attended Parliament of the World's Religions in Salt Lake C
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Chanting Ojoraisan at Salt Palace Convention Center
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Japanese Monpo gathering @ Jodo Shinshu Center
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*| Jodo Shinshu overseas district representatives meeting at Hongwanii, Kyoto
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