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THE RIGHT TIME IS NOW
Rennyo Shonin

As we welcome the new 
year of 2024, I would 

like to share the BCA theme 
for 2024, “The Right Time is 
Now,” a short quotation from 
Rennyo Shonin. In this short 
sentence, Rennyo Shonin is 
urging us not to put off listen-

ing to the Dharma for another time. He is urging us to seek 
and then share the teachings with earnest. 
 
For all of our churches and temples in the BCA, “The right 
time is now,” meaning, there is no waiting for tomorrow to 
put off our attempts to grow our Sanghas for another day, 
another month, or another year. The right time is now.  

We have so much to share, and the world is in great need of 
our teachings. If we do not act now, when will we ever act?  

As we celebrate and reflect on the 125-year history of  
our BCA this year, may we work to leave a legacy of the  
Buddha-Dharma for generations to come.  

Gassho,
Rev. Marvin Harada
Bishop

Happy New Year &  
Happy Anniversary! 
2024 is a milestone year for the 
Buddhist Churches of America as 
we observe its 125th anniversary. 
We have much to be grateful for. 
Our pioneers and all those before 
us made sacrifices and tremendous 
efforts so that we are able to re-
ceive the Dharma. What started 
as a request for spiritual fulfillment 
from Jodo Shinshu Buddhists in 

California and the Hongwanji-ha in Kyoto, Japan fulfilling the request 
with two ministers has flourished into over 60 churches, temples, 
fellowships, and Sanghas across the United States mainland today.  
BCA, as a national organization, has grown and developed while 
supporting its ministry, churches, temples, fellowships, and Sanghas.  
The endeavors of numerous individuals, Dharma teachers and lead-
ers have brought us to where we are today. Their vision, persever-
ance, dedication, and generous Dana have allowed us to walk our 
spiritual path together.
     As we celebrate BCA’s quasquicentennial, we will reflect on its 
historical accomplishments with gratitude and look to the future 
with hope for the continuation of Shinran Shonin’s teachings in 
America. For the present, now it is our turn. 
     As one Sangha, together, be a part of the celebration with  
deepest appreciation in your heart to ensure the legacy continues.

 
Gassho,
Terri Omori
President



MYONYO SHONIN

Rev. Dr. Shuye Sonoda and Rev. Kakuryo Nishijima were the 
first missionaries to be dispatched to the United States by 
Myonyo Shonin on September 1, 1899. (printed in the San 
Francisco Chronicle, Sept. 13, 1899)

MISSIONARIES

The Buddhist Churches of America owes a great deal to  
Myonyo Shonin (1850-1903), the 21st Monshu of the  
Hongwanji. He was among the very first Buddhist leaders to 
send ministers to foreign countries to study the respective 
religious conditions. It added impetus to missionary work, 
both at home and abroad. He was the Lord Abbot who sent 
missionaries to the United States and laid the foundation for 
the present Buddhist Churches of America.

Among all people who are equal,
Let us disseminate the seeds of Buddha-Dharma.

– Myonyo Shonin



Shinran Shonin
(1173-1262)

Founder of the Jodo Shinshu tradition

Rennyo Shonin 
(1415-1499) 

8th Monshu of the Hongwanji and  
the restorer of the Hongwanji tradition

These illustrations of Rennyo Shonin and Shinran Shonin 
are located in the onaijin at the Jodo Shinshu Center.
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BCA Then and Now

BCA headquarters in 1971 before  
demolition. (upper left)

Current BCA headquarters building that 
replaced the older building on Octavia 
Street, San Francisco. (lower left)

BCA Memorial Monument in Colma, CA 
(above)

Stupa located above the Buddhist Church 
of San Francisco. It contains the relics of 
Shakyamuni Buddha and disciples  
Moggallana and Shariputra. (right)
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The Right Time is Now
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BCA Ministers’  
Association Meeting

(virtual)

BCA National Council Meeting
Sacramento, CA
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BCA National 
Council Workshops 

(virtual)

BCA National 
Council Eitaikyo 

Service, Sacramento



National Council Meeting, 
San Francisco, 1971

National Council Meeting
Then and Now

Jr. and Sr. YBA members 
serving breakfast at a BCA 
Council meeting.

Installations of officers 
of various BCA affiliated 
groups at the 2020 National 
Council Meeting, Renton, 
WA (above)

Gagaku and ukelele performers at the National 
Council meeting in Renton.



MARCH 2024
The Right Time is Now
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Fujinkai, 1902

Federation of Buddhist 
Women’s Association, 2019

Fujinkai / Buddhist Women’s Association – Then and Now
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The Right Time is Now

Federation of  
Dharma School  

Teachers’ League  
Conference, Mountain 

View, CA

21 22 23 25 26 2724

FDSTL 
Conference,  

Mountain View, CA



Federation of Sunday School Teachers, Stockton, 1952

Federation of Dharma School  
Teachers League (FDSTL) 
Conferences 
2022 (virtual) (above) and
2023, Palo Alto, CA (left)

FDSTL  
Then  
and Now
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Since its inception in 1949, IBS has 
been able to grow and flourish thanks 
to the dedication and support of 
many people.

Buildings that housed IBS: Berkeley Buddhist Temple, building on 
Addison Street, Mountain View Buddhist Temple, Haste Street 
(currently the dormitory), Jodo Shinshu Center (current site)

Summer program, dorm life, and class 
and faculty activities.
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The BCA 75th Anniversary celebration and related 
events were held over a 9-day period in San Francisco, 
culminating with the anniversary service at the the 
Civic Auditorium on September 1, 1974.

(above) The 75th Anniversary planning committee.

BCA 75th Anniversary
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BCA Centennial Celebration
August 1999, San Francisco
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The Right Time is Now
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BCA Ministers’ Association Summer Seminar,

Jodo Shinshu Center, Berkeley



Jodo Shinshu Center

(clockwise from top) 
The Jodo Shinshu Center, 
Berkeley, dedicated in 2006; 
statue of Shinran Shonin 
in the lobby; ministers and 
spouses entering the build-
ing for the dedication; family 
service in the Kodo; beau-
tiful hand stitched screen 
covering the onaijin in the 
Kodo; Onaijin of the Kodo.
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Bay, Central California  
and Coast Districts
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Mountain States, Northern California and Northwest  Districts
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Southern  District
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BUDDHIST TEMPLE OF ALAMEDA
2325 Pacific Avenue 
Alameda CA  94501
(510) 522-5243  
Email: ask@btoa.org
Web: btoa.org

ARIZONA BUDDHIST TEMPLE
4142 W. Clarendon Ave. 
Phoenix AZ 85019-3617
(602) 278-0036            
Email: azbtemple@gmail.com
Web: azbuddhisttemple.org

BERKELEY BUDDHIST TEMPLE
2121 Channing Way
 Berkeley CA  94704
(510) 841-1356  
 Email: info@berkeleybuddhisttemple.org
Web: berkeleybuddhisttemple.org

EKOJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE
6500 Lakehaven Lane  
Fairfax Station VA 22039-1879
(703) 239-0500      
Email: ekoji.info@gmail.com
Web: ekoji.org

ENMANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE
1200 Gravenstein Hwy South       
Sebastopol CA  95472
Tel: (707) 823-2252   
Email: enmanjitemple@gmail.com
Web: enmanjitemple.com

HANFORD BUDDHIST CHURCH
238 N. Green Street      
Hanford CA  93232
P.O. Box 214
Hanford CA  93232
(559) 584-8077

HONEYVILLE BUDDHIST TEMPLE
3945 W, 6900 N
Honeyville UT 84314
P.O. Box 220
Honeyville UT 84314
(435) 279-8477   
Email: jkhirano@slbuddhist.org

IDAHO-OREGON BUDDHIST TEMPLE
286 S.E. 4th Street 
Ontario OR  97914
P.O. Box 397
Ontario OR  97914
(541) 889-8562
Email: info@iobt.org 
Web: iobt.org

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF LODI
23 N. Stockton Street 
 Lodi CA  95240
(209) 368-5589            
Email: office@lodibuddhist.net
Web: lodibuddhist.org

MONTEREY PENINSULA  
BUDDHIST TEMPLE
1155 Noche Buena Street
Seaside CA 93955
P.O. Box 1328
Monterey CA 93942
(831) 394-0119  
Email: montereydec@gmail.com
Web: montereybuddhist.org

MOUNTAIN VIEW BUDDHIST TEMPLE
575 N. Shoreline Blvd. 
Mountain View CA  94043
(650) 964-9426  
Email: staff@mvbuddhisttemple.org
Web: mvbuddhisttemple.org

NEW YORK BUDDHIST CHURCH
331-332 Riverside Drive           
New York NY  10025
(212) 678-0305  
Web: newyorkbuddhistchurch.org

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF OAKLAND
825 Jackson Street  
Oakland CA 94607
(510) 832-5988  
Email: officebco@gmail.com
Web: buddhistchurchofoakland.org

Buddhist Churches of America®
www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org

National Headquarters 1710 Octavia St., San Francisco, CA 94109  info@bcahq.org
Jodo Shinshu Center 2140 Durant Ave., Berkeley, CA 94704  info@bcahq.org  (510) 809-1400

Center for Buddhist Studies (CBE) 2140 Durant Ave., Berkeley, CA 94704 cbe@bcahq.org  (510) 809-1460
Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS) 2140 Durant Ave., Berkeley, CA 94704   info@shin-ibs.edu  (510) 809-1444

Jodo Shinshu International Office (JSIO) 1710 Octavia St., San Francisco, CA 94109  office@jsinternational.org  (510) 809-1441



BUDDHIST CHURCH OF FLORIN
7235 Pritchard Road  
Sacramento CA  95828
P.O. Box 292006
Sacramento CA  95829
(916) 383-1831 
Email: florinbuddhist@gmail.com
Web: florinbuddhist.org

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF FOWLER
210 S. 9th Street  
Fowler CA  93625
P.O. Box 335
Fowler CA  93625
(559) 834-2077            
Web: fowlerbc.org

FRESNO BETSUIN BUDDHIST TEMPLE
2690 E. Alluvial Avenue  
Fresno CA  93720
(559) 442-4054  
Email: info@fresnobuddhisttemple.org
Web: fresnobuddhisttemple.org

GARDENA BUDDHIST CHURCH
1517 W. 166th Street 
Gardena CA  90247
(310) 327-9400 
 Email: otera.office@gardenabuddhistchurch.org
Web: gardenabuddhistchurch.org

GUADALUPE BUDDHIST CHURCH
1072 Olivera Street    
Guadalupe CA  93434
P.O. Box 57
Guadalupe CA  93434
(805) 343-1053    
Email: guadalupebuddhist church@gmail.com
Web: guadalupebuddhistchurch.org

LONGMONT BUDDHIST TEMPLE
606 Pike Road 
Longmont CO 80501
PO Box 2083
Longmont CO 80502
Email: longmontbuddhism@icloud.com
Web: longmontbuddhism.org

LOS ANGELES HOMPA HONGWANJI 
BUDDHIST TEMPLE
815 E First Street  
Los Angeles CA  90012
(213) 680-9130   
Email: info@nishihongwanji-la.org
Web: nishihongwanji-la.org

BUDDHIST TEMPLE OF MARIN
390 Miller Avenue        
Mill Valley CA  94941
(415) 388-1173   
Email: info@buddhisttempleofmarin.org
Web: buddhisttempleofmarin.org

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF MARYSVILLE
125 B Street 
Marysville CA 95901
P.O. Box 1462
Marysville CA 95901-1462
(530) 743-6426   
Email: office@marysvillebc.org
Web: marysvillebc.org

MIDWEST BUDDHIST TEMPLE
435 W. Menomonee Street  
Chicago IL  60614
(312) 943-7801 
 Email: office@mbtchicago.org
Web: mbtchicago.org

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF OGDEN
155 North Street 
Ogden UT 84404
PO Box 3248
Ogden UT 84409
(801) 392-7132  
Email: ogdenbuddhisttemple@gmail.com
Web: ogdenbuddhistchurch.org
 
ORANGE COUNTY BUDDHIST CHURCH
909 S. Dale Street  
Anaheim CA  92804
(714) 827-9590  
Email: hello@orangecountybuddhist.org
Web: orangecountybuddhist.org

OREGON BUDDHIST TEMPLE
3720 S E 34th Avenue       
Portland OR  97202
(503) 234-9456  
Email: info@oregonbuddhisttemple.com
Web: oregonbuddhisttemple.com

OXNARD BUDDHIST TEMPLE
250 S. H Street 
 Oxnard CA  93030
805) 483-5948  
Email: mail@oxnardbuddhisttemple.org
Web: oxnardbuddhisttemple.org

PALO ALTO BUDDHIST TEMPLE
2751 Louis Road  
Palo Alto CA  94303
(650) 856-0123  
Email: office@pabt.org
Web: pabt.org



BUDDHIST CHURCH OF PARLIER
 360 Newark Avenue 
Parlier CA 93648
P.O. Box 547
Parlier CA 93648
(559) 646-2864
Email: parlierbuddhistchurch@gmail.com  
Website: bcparlier.org 
 
PASADENA BUDDHIST TEMPLE
1993 Glen Avenue 
 Pasadena CA 91103
(626) 798-4781
Email: pasadenasangha@gmail.com
Web: pasadenabuddhisttemple.org

PLACER BUDDHIST CHURCH
3192 Boyington Road 
 Penryn CA  95663
(916) 652-6139
Email: office@placerbuddhistchurch.org
Web: placerbuddhistchurch.org  

REEDLEY BUDDHIST CHURCH
2035 15th Street 
Reedley CA  93654
P.O. Box 24
Reedley CA  93654
(559) 638-2146          
Email: reedleybc@gmail.com
Web: reedleybc.org

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF SACRAMENTO
2401 Riverside Blvd. 
Sacramento CA  95818
(916) 446-0121  
Email: betsuinoffice@gmail.com
Web: buddhistchurch.com

BUDDHIST TEMPLE OF SALINAS
14 California Street    
Salinas CA 93901
(831) 424-4105 
Email: btsalinas@gmail.com  
Web: btsalinas.org

SAN MATEO BUDDHIST TEMPLE
2 South Claremont Street 
San Mateo CA 94401
Drawer J Main PO  
San Mateo CA 94402
(650) 342-2541     
Email: smbt@sanmateobuddhisttemple.org
Web: sanmateobuddhisttemple.org

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF SANTA BARBARA
1015 E. Montecito Street 
Santa Barbara CA  93103
(805) 962-3633    
Email: mail@buddhistchurchofsantabarbara.org 
Web: buddhistchurchofsantabarbara.org

SEABROOK BUDDHIST TEMPLE
9 Northville Road            
Seabrook NJ 08302
(856) 451-3422
Email: info@sbtnj.org  
Web: sbtnj.org

SEATTLE BETSUIN BUDDHIST CHURCH
1427 S. Main Street     
Seattle WA 98144
(206) 329-0800 
 Email: office@seattlebetsuin.com
Web: seattlebetsuin.com

SENSHIN BUDDHIST TEMPLE
1311 W. 37th Street 
 Los Angeles CA  90007
(323) 731-4617  
Email: senshintemple@gmail.com
Web: senshintemple.org

SOUTHERN ALAMEDA COUNTY  
BUDDHIST CHURCH
32975 Alvarado Niles Road  
Union City CA  94587
(510) 471-2581   
Email: sacbcoffice@gmail.com
Web: sacbc.org

VISTA BUDDHIST TEMPLE
150 Cedar Road Bldg. B           
Vista CA  92083
(760) 941-8800
 Email: vbt@vbtemple.org
Web: vbtemple.org

WALNUT GROVE BUDDHIST CHURCH
14105 Pine Street   
Walnut Grove CA  95690
P.O. Box 336
Walnut Grove CA  95690
(916) 776-1312 
 Email: walnutgrovebuddhistchurch@gmail.com
Web: walnutgrovebc.org

WATSONVILLE BUDDHIST TEMPLE
423 Bridge Street 
 Watsonville CA  95076
(831) 724-7860 
 Email: buddhist@wbtemple.org
Web: wbtemple.org

WEST LOS ANGELES BUDDHIST TEMPLE
2003 Corinth Avenue
Los Angeles CA 90025
(310) 477-7274
Email: wlabtoffice2003@gmail.com
Web: wlabt.org

WHITE RIVER BUDDHIST TEMPLE
3625 Auburn Way North
Auburn WA 98002
P.O. Box 855 
Auburn WA 98071
(253) 833-1442
Email: office@wrbt.org 
Web: wrbt.org

YAKIMA BUDDHIST CHURCH
212 W. 2nd Street 
Wapato WA  98951
(509) 877-2743  
Web: yakimabuddhistchurch.org



SALT LAKE BUDDHIST TEMPLE
211 West 100 South 
Salt Lake City UT  84101
(801) 363-4742
Email: slbuddhist@slbuddhist.org    
Web: slbuddhist.org

BUDDHIST TEMPLE OF SAN DIEGO
2929 Market Street  
San Diego CA  92102
(619) 239-0896  
Email: info@btsd.net
Web: buddhisttemplesandiego.org

SAN FERNANDO VALLEY HONGWANJI 
BUDDHIST TEMPLE
9450 Remick Avenue
 Pacoima CA  91331
(818) 899-4030  
Email: sfvhbt@gmail.com
Web: sfvhbt.org

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF SAN FRANCISCO
1881 Pine Street  
San Francisco CA  94109
(415) 776-3158 
 Email: bcsfoffice@gmail.com
Web: buddhistchurchofsanfrancisco.org

SAN JOSE BUDDHIST CHURCH BETSUIN
640 N. 5th Street  
San Jose CA  95112
(408) 293-9292
Email: sjbc@sjbetsuin.com
Web: sjbetsuin.com

SAN LUIS OBISPO BUDDHIST CHURCH
6996 Ontario Road 
 San Luis Obispo CA  93405
(805) 595-2625
Email: minister@slobuddhistchurch.org 
Web: slobuddhistchurch.org

SPOKANE BUDDHIST TEMPLE
927 S. Perry Street 
 Spokane WA  99202
(509) 534-7954    
 Email: spokanebuddhisttemple@gmail.com
Web: spokanebuddhisttemple.org

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF STOCKTON
2820 Shimizu Drive 
 Stockton CA  95203
(209) 466-6701  
Email: buddhist@sbcglobal.net
Web: buddhistchurchofstockton.org

TACOMA BUDDHIST TEMPLE
1717 S. Fawcett Avenue 
Tacoma WA 98402
(253) 627-1417 
Email: info@tacomabt.org 
Web: tacomabt.org

TRI-STATE/DENVER BUDDHIST TEMPLE
1947 Lawrence Street 
Denver CO 80202
(303) 295-1844 
Email: dinouye@tsdbt.org
Web: tsdbt.org

VENICE HONGWANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE
12371 Braddock Drive  
Culver City CA 90230
(310) 391-4351   
Email: temple@vhbt.org
Web: vhbt.org

VISALIA BUDDHIST CHURCH
514 E. Center Street
Visalia CA 93292
P.O. Box 428
Visalia CA 93292
(559) 732-5744 
Email: info@visaliabuddhistchurch.org
 Web: visaliabuddhistchurch.org

SANGHAS AND FELLOWSHIPS

CLEVELAND BUDDHIST TEMPLE 
21600 Shaker Blvd
Shaker Heights OH 44122
(773) 805-0024            
Web: clevelandbuddhisttemple.org

BUDDHIST FELLOWSHIP OF CONCORD
3165 Treat Boulevard 
Concord CA  94518
(925) 212-8565
Email: hcsfu@aol.com

LAS VEGAS BUDDHIST SANGHA
4110 N. Martin Luther King Blvd. 
North Las Vegas NV 89032
(702) 633-4810
Email: lvsangha.info@gmail.com
Web: lasvegasbuddhist.org

NORTHAMPTON SHIN  
BUDDHIST SANGHA
South Deerfield, MA
Web: northamptonshinbuddhistsangha.net

TWIN CITIES BUDDHIST  
ASSOCIATION SANGHA
16165 Hillcrest Lane     
Eden Prairie, MN  55346
(952) 994-0959
Email: twincities.buddhist@gmail.com 
Web: tcbuddhist.org
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ABOUT THE CALENDAR
2024 marks the 125th anniversary of the founding of the Buddhist Churches of America.

125 years ago, a group of young Buddhist men in San Francisco petitioned the Hongwanji in Kyoto, Japan 
requesting for a permanent relationship to be established between those in the United States and the 

Hongwanji in order to fulfill their desire for religious and spiritual guidance. Because of their efforts, we 
have been able to nurture and deepen our appreciation for Shinran Shonin’s Jodo Shinshu teaching and 

hear and receive the great compassionate calling of infinite wisdom and compassion.
 

This year’s calendar is a look back at the then and now of the BCA over our 125-year history. 

To see more photos submitted to BCA, please visit the BCA website.

Buddhist Churches of America
Jodo Shinshu Center

2140 Durant Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94704

October Calendar Photos:
Buddhist Temple of Alameda
Berkeley Buddhist Temple
Fresno Betsuin Buddhist Temple
Monterey Peninsula Buddhist Temple
Buddhist Church of Oakland
Reedley Buddhist Church
Buddhist Church of San Francisco
Watsonville Buddhist Temple

November Calendar Photos:
Buddhist Church of Florin
Buddhist Church of Lodi
Buddhist Church of Ogden
Buddhist Church of Sacramento
Salt Lake Buddhist Temple
Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple
White River Buddhist Temple

December Calendar Photos:
Gardena Buddhist Church
Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji  
   Buddhist Temple
Orange County Buddhist Church
Buddhist Temple of San Diego
Senshin Buddhist Temple
Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple




