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A group from the “BCA Members Red Carpet Weekend” and BCA staff and volunteers pose atop the Buddhist Church of San Francisco during

a tour of the Holy Relics in July. (Photos courtesy of Robert Noguchi)

BCA Rolls Out the ‘Red Carpet’ for Its Members

Participants Get Insightful Look at Organization, Meet Other Nembutsu Followers

By Gayle Noguchi
BCA Executive Director

Sixteen BCA members gathered with staff and vol-
unteers at the Jodo Shinshu Center (JSC) in Berkeley,
California, on July 11-13 for the “BCA Members Red
Carpet Weekend,” the first event of its kind.

Designed to give members an orientation to the na-
tional organization as well as an opportunity to meet fel-
low Nembutsu followers from other parts of the country,
members came from the Northwest, Northern California,
Bay, Central California, Coast and Southern districts for
this special event.

Thanks to generous grants from the Dharma Forward
campaign, the BCA Executive Committee Bloomquist
Education Endowment and the Bishop’s Expansion Fund,
this event was free for all the participants.

Upon arrival, each member received a gift bag con-
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BCA Bishop Rev. Marvin Harada welcomes the participants.

taining a Monto Shikisho specially selected for this event

Continued on Page 6

BCA Puts Focus
on Movie Making
at West LA Event

Wealth of Filmmaking Talent in
Sangha Spotlighted at Gathering

By Rev. Victor Ogundipe
Berkeley Higashi Honganji
Buddhist Temple

The BCA held “Behind the Scenes: an Insider
Look Into Movie Making” on April 12 at the
West Los Angeles Buddhist Temple.

The gathering was not only fun and informa-
tive, it was an amazing display of the wealth of
filmmaking talent that exists in the BCA Sangha.
The delicious lunch served after the presentations
and catered by West Los Angeles favorite Feast
From the East only enhanced the experience and

Continued on Page 5

Why I Support

Dharma Forward

Editor’s note: The Dharma Forward cam-
paign is in its final stretch run for this year
-- and needs your support to reach its goal of $15
million. To underscore the importance of Dhar-
ma Forward, the BCA Endowment Foundation
reached out to Sangha members and asked them
why they are choosing to support the campaign.
To donate, go to bea.kindful.com

By Sharon Sasaki
Buddhist Temple of San Diego

Growing up as a BCA
minister’s kid in Stockton,
Mountain View and San
Francisco, I had a loving
family and was surrounded

Sharon Sasaki

Continued on Page 13

Mom’s Final Life Lesson

OCBC'’s Jeanne Kumagai on Caring for Dementia Parent

Editor’s note: The following essay
by Jeanne A. Kumagai, a member of
the Orange County Buddhist Church,
first appeared in Lion’s Roar. The
Wheel of Dharma is reprinting it with
the permission of Lion’s Roar.

By Jeanne A. Kumagai
Orange County Buddhist Church

cluding all of
our previous
experiences,
decisions and
relationships,
allow wus to
drive  ahead
smoothly.

I think
that for a

Jeanne A. Kumagai

A while back, I heard a sermon
about how difficult it is to drive
forward in a car without a rearview

mirror.

The lesson is that our past, in-

person  with
dementia, that rearview mirror gets
a little bit broken each day until
driving forward is basically impossi-

Continued on Page 13

Dharma Forward Campaign
$15,000,000
=

— _Raised

4$13,030,452

As of July 31, 2025 the Dharma Forward Campaign, to ensure the future of
BCA and IBS, has raised 86.87% to goal. With your support, we ready to
prepare future ministers and are here for sanghas so the Dharma can continue
to be heard.
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and I’m Back, I’m There and I’m Back’

‘’m There

By Rev. Marvin Harada
Bishop of the BCA

I am very fond of the po-
ems by the Myokonin Saichi
Asahara. Myokonin are Shin
Buddhist devotees who exem-
plify a deep understanding of
the Nembutsu. Most of the
Myokonin are lay people and
some were very uneducated,
yet they came to have deep
spiritual understanding of the
Dharma and of the Nembutsu.
Saichi is perhaps one of the
most famous.

In one of the hundreds and
hundreds of poems by Saichi,
there is the following poem:

I am a happy man, indeed!
[ visit the Pure Land
as often as I like;

I'm there and I'm back,

I'm there and I'm back,

I'm there and I'm back,

Namu-amida-butsu!
Namu-amida-butsu!

Many people think of
the Pure Land only as their
destination when they die,
but Saichi has a deeper un-

derstanding of the Pure Land.
For him, it is a spiritual world,
the world of truth, the world
of the Dharma, the world of
Namuamidabutsu.

Saichi doesn’t have to die
to go to the Pure Land. He
senses and feels the Pure Land
in this world, in this life, as is
evident in this poem.

it as he bows in gassho before
his meal.

At the same time, he also
senses deeply, this world of
samsara, the world in which
his own greed, anger and ig-
norance arise in his daily life.

He sees it in the conflicts
that he sees in the world
around him. He sees it in the

nor is he sunk in despair be-
cause his heart and mind has
been opened up to a spiritual
world beyond his ego self,
which he expresses as the Pure
Land. The light of the Pure
Land illuminates his heart and
mind, showing him both this
world of samsara, the world
of darkness and suffering, and

Many people think of the Pure Land only as their destination when they
die, but Saichi has a deeper understanding of the Pure Land. For him, it is

a spiritual world, the world of truth, the world of the Dharma, the world
of Namuamidabutsu. Saichi doesn’t have to die to go to the Pure Land. He
senses and feels the Pure Land in this world, in this life, as is evident in this

poem.

However, Saichi doesn’t
make an arrogant statement
like he is a Buddha in the Pure
Land. On the contrary, he also
senses deeply the opposite of
the Pure Land in this world,
which is our world of samsara,
the world of ignorance, the
world of the ego, the world of
our greed and anger.

Saichi senses deeply, may-
be even acutely, both worlds,
as he lives his everyday life.
Sometimes, he senses the
profound reality of the Pure
Land. He might see the Pure
Land in a flower or in the
world of nature around him.
He might sense it in the Hon-
do of the temple as he chants
the sutra. He might even sense

faces of people suffering. He
sees it in his own face. But yet,
despite this world of samsara
that we all live and are bound
to, he senses a spiritual world
that transcends this world of
samsara, this world of the ego.
He senses the world of oneness,
the world of great wisdom and
great compassion, the world of
Buddha, all around him, and
within him as well.

What joy it brings him in
his daily life to sense both
worlds. If he only sensed the
world of samsara, he might
become despondent and even
bitter. Why did I have to be
born into this world of suffer-
ing and anguish?

But he is not despondent

the bright and vibrant world
of the Pure Land.

I gain so much insight and
teaching from Saichi’s poems
that manifest his deep spiritu-
ality.

We too can experience the
deep reality of both worlds,
our world of samsara, that we
face in our daily struggles of
life and the world of truth,
the Pure Land, the world of
wisdom and compassion that
illuminates our life and gives
us a true sense of joy.

We must continue to listen
to the Dharma and receive the
Nembutsu in our hearts and
minds, and someday we too
can say, “‘I'm there and I'm
back. I'm there and I'm back.”

By Rev. William Briones
Rinban

Los Angeles Hompa

Hongwanji Buddhist Temple

The reading I began with is
from the postscript of the last
chapter of “Kyogyoshinsho.”

Shinran wrote this in
opposition to the government
officials and the emperor, only
after Honen Shonin and some
of his disciples, Shinran being
one of them, were stripped of
their priesthood and exiled to
remote parts of Japan.

Honen Shonin’s only crime
was to advocate the saying
the Nembutsu, a religious act
which when practiced exclu-
sively, could lead any human
being to salvation in Amida’s
Pure Land.

However, Honen’s radical
Pure Land interpretation did
not sit well with established
Tendi monks on Mount Hiei.

Thoughts On

Being a Priest

“The emperor and his ministers, acting against the Dharma and violating human decency, became
enraged and embittered. As a result, Master Honen, the eminent founder who had enabled the true
essence of the Pure Land way to spread vigorously in Japan, and a number of his followers, with-
out receiving any deliberation of their alleged crimes, were immediately sentenced to death or were
stripped of their priesthood, given secular names and exiled. I was among the latter. Hence, I am now
neither a monk or layman. For this reason, I have taken the term Toku “stubble-haired” as my name.

So through political maneu-
vering, they had Honen and
his followers persecuted. Some
were sentenced to death and
others were stripped of their
priesthood and exiled.

As Jodo Shinshu followers,
the words “neither priest or
layman” should be reflected
upon and how it relates to our
lives.

I've been a minister now for
almost 24 years and at times,
I can honestly say it’s still
difficult for me to believe I'm
a Buddhist priest.

A couple of weeks ago, I
drove home to see my kids,
grandkids, family and friends.
Do you think they treat me
like a minister? My kids call
me “Dad,” my grandkids call
me “Papa,” my friends call
me “Bill” and everyone else,
including my little cousins, call
me “Junior.”

Our conversations are cen-
tered around what the family is
up to, school, work, play and
local politics. The Nembutsu
seems to be the farthest thing

from my mind ,,, at least
consciously. After work, I
go home, throw off my shirt
and tie, get on my sweats and
raggedy T-shirt, crash on the
sofa, turn on the television and
watch the news.

It is within these words of
Shinran, “neither priest or lay-
man” that I see myself caught
up in a secular world that leads

— Shinran Shonin

me to chasing my dreams and
desires. How I'd love to get
that Mazda MX-5 Miata con-
vertible with six-speed manual
transmission.

And yet, I am given the
privilege to share and study the
Nembutsu teachings with you
and to the many visitors that

Continued on Page 13

Corrections

In the August 2025 minister’s message, Rev. Kazuaki Naka-
ta’s title was incorrect. He is an interim Rimban of the Fresno

Betsuin Buddhist Temple.

In the August 2025 Editor’s note, Rev. Giei Sasaki’s posi-
tion at the Nishi Hongwanji in Kyoto, Japan, was incorrect.
He is not the Bishop and is currently the Director of the Jodo
Shinshu Studies and Research Center.

Clarification

The Page 1 article in the August issue on the “Ireicho Book
of Names” at Palo Alto Buddhist Temple (PABT) had an omis-
sion. Sangha members from Mountain View, San Mateo, San
Jose and Southern Alameda County temples provided invalu-
able help and support in hosting the event at PABT.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Survey Results Underscore Importance of Jodo Shinshu Traditions

Findings Also Reveal How Much We All Seek Community and a Sense of Belonging in Our Temples

By Steven Terusaki
BCA President

September!  Where
has the year gone?

It’s time to get back
to school; to get back
to work; and to focus
on completing all those
goals and tasks that we’ve
been putting off with the
excuse of summer vaca-
tions and being too busy with Obon festivals. It has
been a great summer, but now it’s time to roll up our
sleeves and push forward.

In this edition of the Wheel of Dharma, I would
like to present the findings of the survey that was first
published in the May edition in which I posed five
queries:

1. Select the items that you believe are attrac-
tive to those new to our temples and churches.

2. Why are you a member, supporter or friend
of the BCA?

3. Select the activities that are most important
to you.

4.  What is your age?

5.  What temple or church are you affiliated
with?

Seventy-three responses have been received since
the survey was opened. Thank you to each one who
took the three minutes to complete the survey. Your
input has provided an invaluable insight into our

sanghas and provides important data on how we
might make future decisions in each of our temples
and churches.

The responses came from every district of the
BCA. They represented an age demographic that
appears to represent anecdotally a cross-section of our
engaged BCA Sangha members and the readership of
the Wheel of Dharma. Over 45% of the responses
were from individuals 60 years or older with 34% in
the 40-59 age group.

17 years or
younger

18 - 24 years l

25 - 39 years
40 - 59 years

60 -74 years

Prefer not to
answer

0% 10%

20%

30% 40% 50%

The three other queries sought to identify what as-
pects of our temples were attractive and important to
both newcomers and legacy members alike. The results
from these questions were multiple choice selections
without a limit on selection. Respondents selected as
many items as applicable from their perspective; the
results reflect the highest number of choices.

Select all items that are attractive to those new
to our temples and churches.

The graphs point to a common theme. One signif-
icant aspect of our temples and churches is the wel-
coming and inclusive community that exists within
our BCA temples and churches. One of the comments
stated, “being part of an intergenerational in-person
community where meeting with other people of my
age group with whom I otherwise would never cross
paths.” Other important reasons to come to temple
were to learn about Buddhism; attend in-person
Sunday services and special services throughout the
year; and to attend community and cultural events
such as Obon festivals and Bon Odori, food bazaars,
Hanamatsuri festivals and Mochitsuki.

I Being personally welcomed on arrival | 69.9%]
2 Seeking to learn about Buddhism | 75.3%]
3 Minister's Dharma talk | 69.9%]
4 Dharma School | 32.9%]
5 Meditation sessions | 31.5%]
6 Seeking to find another BCA home temple | 23.3%]
i Vibrant & welcoming community | 61.6%)
8 Seeking alternatives to other Buddhist traditions | 23.3%|
9 Japanese cultural activities | 53.4%]
10 English-speaking community | 42.5%]
I Attend Family Memorial services | 26.0%]
12 Participate in supporting community events | 46.6%|
13 Youth activities (Scouting, basketball, etc.) | 32.9%]
14 Getting involved in social outreach and social impact 30.1%]
15 Feeling welcomed and able to "belong" | 74.0%]
16 Shin Buddhist rituals (chanting incense offering) 39.7%
17 Music | 13.7%]
18 Other 6.9%] -,

Why are you a member, supporter or friend of
the BCA?

Continued on Page 14

FDSTL Awards Nitta Scholarships to Two High School Graduates

Awardees Are Jacqueline Aochi of San Jose and Jeffrey Nishida of OCBC; Aochi Is Featured This Month

o

Editor’s note: The BCA and A

FDSTL work to support our
young adults, aspiring ministers
and current minister’s continu-
ing education. Through your
generous support of the Fred and
Helen Nitta scholarship fund,
the Dharma Forward campaign
and our SFAP scholarship funds,
we are able to help members of
our Jodo Shinshu community
realize their dreams.

By Darlene Bagshaw
FDSTL Nitta Scholarship
Chairperson

Upon their 25th wedding
anniversary, Fred and Helen
Nitta established a scholarship
to honor and give recognition
to  outstanding  Buddhist
youth.

Fred Nitta was instru-
mental in always assuring the
Watsonville Buddhist Temple
was a steadfast center for
the Buddhist teachings even
during the unexpected loss of
the temple’s resident minister.

Focusing on the temple
youth was his passion as he
often held discussions for the
young Buddhists of Watson-
ville. In 1964, the Fred and
Helen Nitta Scholarship was
founded to feature our active
BCA youth.

This year, the Federation
of Dharma School Teachers’
League (FDSTL) is honored
to announce the awarding of
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Jacqueline Aochi, of the San Jose Betsuin Buddhist Temple, is a 2025 Fred and
Helen Nitta Scholarship Award recipient. She will be attending the University of
California, Santa Cruz, where she will pursue a career in microbiology. (Courtesy

of Jacqueline Aochi)

two $750 scholarships. The
amazing field of 2025 gradu-
ating high school seniors made
the selection process quite
challenging as each applicant
shined as a unique and amaz-
ing individual.

The two awardees are Jac-
queline Aochi of the San Jose
Buddhist Church Betsuin and

Jeffrey Nishida of the Orange
County Buddhist Church.
This month, we feature Miss
Jacqueline Aochi.

Jacqueline Aochi attended
Dharma School in San Jose
from preschool through high

school, where she became
a Dharma School teacher’s
assistant.

She also participated in
the San Jose Buddhist Church
Betsuin’s  Scouting program
and earned the Girl Scout
Silver Award in 2021 with her
project “Japanese American
Incarceration Camp History
Minecraft Video and Educa-
tion.”

Not only an exemplary
academic, Jacqueline also
participated on the Santa
Clara High varsity basketball
team serving as team captain.
Her athleticism didn’t end
on the court as she utilized
her athletic skills to design an
obstacle course for the Coast
District YBL Conference. This
served as an interactive means
of learning about Shakyamuni
Buddha where participants
learned to work together, lis-
ten and find meaning in their
activities.

The focus of her essay was
on the topic of the BCA 2024
theme, “The Right Time Is
Now,” and her understanding
of this quotation from Rennyo
Shonin.

“The BCA theme and
Rennyo Shonin’s quote, “The
Right Time Is Now’ resonates
with me because, as a Bud-
dhist, I strive to be mindful
and present in each moment,
which can be challenging,”
Aochi wrote. “I often find
myself reflecting on the past
or worrying about the future,
which can lead to me being
more hesitant to take action or

speak up when needed. Being
mindful of the present and
taking action are important to
leading a meaningful life.

“Last summer, I had the
amazing opportunity to visit
the Nishi Hongwanji in Kyoto
and participate in the Hiroshi-
ma Peace Program, which is a
two-day international event
that memorializes those who
passed away from the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki during World War
I1.

“The Hiroshima Peace
Program emphasizes the im-
portance of world peace and
humanity. During the pro-
gram, I had the honor to meet
and listen to the first-hand ex-
periences of Mr. Mikio Saiki,
a Hiroshima atomic bomb
survivor. His words brought
the true horrors of war and
nuclear weapons into light.
Mr. Saiki had kept his painful
memories to himself for 79
years, but decided ‘the right
time is now’ to share his story
after learning about Russia’s
threats to use nuclear weapons
against Ukraine. Mr. Saiki has
inspired me to be an active
citizen in making the world a
better place.

“l am proud that I took
action when I completed my
Girl Scout Silver Award proj-
ect. I am a fifth-generation
Japanese American and grew

Continued on Page 11
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Tucson Howakai Holds First Service

NEW LOCATION & TIME

Southern Alameda County
Buddhist Church

Sept 13, 2025

Doors open: 3:30pm
Showcase: 4pm

oy :WLS‘

Out of the Mud Grows the Lotus:

Stories of Resilience ; e

o L.

i
o

VE=> Showcase tickets:
https://bit.ly/BonbulAMS2025

l criviork by Addi Miyako / eamiyakom

Presented by the Buddhist Churches of America
“ and Bonbu Stories

BCA: Center for Buddhist Education Presents:

DEATH: JODO SHINSHU
DOCTRINE & RITUALS

Jodo Shinshu Center 2140 Durant Av%a‘? 94704

OCTOBER
25, 2025

The new Tucson Howakai held its first service
on Aug. 10 at the H. Murray Sinclair Library,
close to the University of Arizona campus.
Arizona Buddhist Temple Minister’s Assistants
Rev. Lynn Sugiyama and Rev. Michael Tang
officiated the service, which had five members
from the Arizona temple who drove from
Phoenix. There were 10 members from the
Tucson area who attended the service. Dave
Belcheff was instrumental in organizing the
service. “l thought it was a good beginning

for the Tucson Sangha,” Rev. Sugiyama said.
He thanked Bishop Rev. Marvin Harada and
Arizona’s Supervising Minister Rev. Gregory
Gibbs for their support. (Courtesy of Rev. Lynn
Sugiyama)

REV KIYONOBU
KUWAHARA

Program Director at the Jodo
Shinshu International Office.
Supervising minister of Marin &
Berkeley Buddhist Temples.
“Jodo Shinshu Rituals”

DR MARK BLUM

Professor of Buddhist Studies
and Shinjo Ito Distinguished
Chair in Japanese studies at
UC Berkeley.
“Never Die Alone”

$50 IN-PERSON / $30 ONLINE

REGISTRATION & INFO:
https://tinyurl.com /JodoDeath

Donate to BCA Dana Program

BCA TEMPLES OF THE NORTHERN DISTRICT PRESENT

In the purest sense, Dana is generosity,
openness, a capacity to embrace others with
compassion and love. Shinran Shonin’s life
of gratitude has traveled across centuries and
continents to arrive in our hearts today.

The Dana Program supports the BCA’s
goals to connect, enrich and educate. By fund-
ing programs that share access to knowledge
on Shin Buddhism, connect our local temple

Sanghas and provide comprehensive minis-
terial training, we are all able to listen and
experience the Nembutsu.

We are able to do so with your generous
donations and membership to your local
temples. Please join us in making a difference
with a contribution today. Visit us at: bit.
ly/4mmWmOG

"
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BCA Music

Committee

DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know if you missed the “Songs & Dances of Resilience, Gratitude, Joy, and Hope”
webinar that was organized by the Bon Odori Taiko Subcommittee of the BCA Music Commit-
tee, you can view it on the BCA Music YouTube channel?

You can view it at: bit.ly/45Peslk

PJ Hirabayashi, Tiffany Tamaribuchi, and Nobuko Miyamoto were amazing presenters and

added great dialogue.

Hq@,ck
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The BCA hosted “Behind the Scenes: an Insider Look Into Movie Making” on April 12 at the West Los Angeles Buddhist Temple. Six members of the BCA’s new Film & Video Committee shared their

=

1 JATRAL ™ YT

experiences in various aspects of movie making. At left, participants pose for a group photo. From left are: Terri Omori, Ming Lai, Rev. Victor Ogundipe Jr., Bishop Rev. Marvin Harada, Glen Tao, Gaylen
Kobayashi and Kenn Kashima, ACE. At right, Rev. Harada kicked off the event with his presentation, “Buddhism and Movie Making.” (Photos courtesy of Debbie Tao, Glen Tao and Ming Lai)

I

At left, Kenn Kashima, ACE (American Cinema Editors), described his journey through the film industry from video systems playback editor on “The Joy Luck Club” to his appearance on the early 2000s show,
“Blind Date,” where he met his future wife. At right, Rev. Ko’e Umezu’s “Storyboarding Live Action Feature Films,” examined the role of visual artists in creating the visual blueprints of film.

Filmmaking

Continued from Page 1

was a great way to draw a close
to an exciting day.

Six members of the BCA’s
new Film & Video Committee
shared their experiences in vari-
ous aspects of movie making.

Bishop Rev. Marvin Harada
kicked off the event with his
presentation, “Buddhism and
Movie Making.” He spoke
about an encounter that Rev.
Takamaro  Shigaraki  once
shared with him.

One day, Rev. Shigaraki was
riding in a taxi and it began
to rain. At times, rain can be
viewed as a hindrance, but
Rev. Shigaraki recalled the cab
driver saying, “Just as humans
shedding tears can clear their
vision, the rain clears the smog
from the sky.”

Rev. Harada pointed out
that when we begin to apply
Buddhism in our everyday lives,
we start to realize that we can
hear the teachings from anyone
and at any time. It is, in this
sense, that movies and Bud-
dhism are connected.

Rev. Harada mentioned
many explicitly Buddhist mov-
ies such as “Kundun,” “Little
Buddha,” and “Seven Years in
Tibet.” Yet, it may have been his
sharing of the Buddhist themes
in Akira Kurosawa’s “Ikiru”
that most powerfully made the
point. This film, about a civil
servant who upon receiving a
terminal diagnosis finally learns
what it means to live, revealed

The BCA’s “Behind the Scenes: an Insider Look Into Movie Making” event at the

West Los Angeles Buddhist Temple showed the wealth of filmmaking talent in
the BCA Sangha.

how we can come to deeply
hear the Dharma in the flow of
everyday life, if we are listening.

Ming Lai’s “Indie Filmmak-
ing” was a deep dive into what
it takes to make independent
film and was equal parts sober-
ing and hopeful. Sharing what
it took to create his company,
Humanist Films, and his recent
film, “Craft of Speed,” Lai de-
tailed the fortitude, networking
and collaboration that it takes
to achieve success.

In discussing how the
formula for independent film-
making is evolving, he shared
a critical read for budding
filmmakers, Alex Ferrari’s “Rise
of the Filmtreprenuer.”

Lai encouraged filmmakers
to retain control of their own
art through learning the holy
trinity of the trade: funding,
filmmaking and distribution.
Most important, Lai urged
those interested in pursuing a
career as an independent film-

maker to get started today by
learning all they can about the
craft and taking advantage of
the technology already available
to them and in their pockets:
their cell phone.

Rev. Ko’e Umezu’s “Story-
boarding Live Action Feature
Films,” was an amazing look at
the role of visual artists in creat-
ing the visual blueprints of film.

These blueprints of film’s
most pivotal moments are
eventually turned into the
thrilling live action sequences
that we see on the big screen.
Rev. Umezu shared that most
of the commercial and major
film productions that we watch
begin with storyboarding.

Interestingly enough,
though the global community
of professional live-action sto-
ryboarders is quite small, they
quickly produce a shockingly
large amount of material. Rev.
Umezu was also keen to men-
tion the importance of unions

in the film industry. While
live-action storyboarding is not
an easy field to break into, Rev.
Umezu encouraged those with
the passion and drive to work
hard, follow their dreams and
get to drawing.

In  “Journey from ‘Joy
Luck Club’ to ‘America’s Got
Talent’,” Kenn Kashima, ACE
(American Cinema Editors),
took the audience on his jour-
ney through the film industry.

Kashima shared the story
of his days as a young college
student and the inspiration he
found in an article his mom sent
him about Steven Okazaki, the
Oscar award-winning Japanese
American filmmaker.

He discussed the importance
of seeing someone that looked
like him thriving in the indus-
try. He also shared his first
big break as a video systems
playback editor on the set of
“The Joy Luck Club,” and his
harrowing rite of passage during
filming of successfully soldering
together a damaged wire in front
of the entire cast and crew.

Kashima’s greatest accom-
plishment, however, might
be the video he shared of his
hilarious appearance on the
early 2000s show “Blind Date,”
where he went on a first date
with the woman who would
become his wife, Karin. He
praised his wife for always being
his rock.

In reflecting on the film in-
dustry, Kashima shared a deep
gratitude. He mentioned being
able to recall — by name — at
least 100 people that were key

in providing him with pivotal
opportunities, including Tam-
lyn Tomita, Patrick Markey
and Mary Jo Markey. This deep
gratitude has encouraged him to
pay it forward and be a source
of help for others determined to
make it in the industry.

Gaylen Kobayashi’s “Finish-
ing — Fix it in Post” was not
only an eye-opening look into
the realm of post-production, it
was a testament to persistence.

Kobayashi got an early start
in his engagement with film
starting in the fourth-grade.
Though initially drawn to
editing, he eventually found
his passion in the broader and
highly collaborative world of
post-production.

Though the viewing public
often connects most deeply
with those in front of the cam-
era, Kobayashi’s presentation
revealed how much of a role
post-production plays in the
final product that we consume
and the emotional connections
that we make.

From the startling sound
of a window breaking to the
energy and vibrant color in a
nighttime shot of a city that
never sleeps, post-production
is where the raw materials from
the set are polished by audio
engineers, film colorists and a
host of others.

Kobayashi’'s  presentation
was particularly informative
for helping those interested in
careers in film understand the
breadth of opportunities that

Continued on Page 14
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At left, Brian Piper, of the Buddhist Temple of Alameda, and Malachi Shy, of the Buddhist Church of Oakland, were among the 16 BCA members along with staff and volunteers who attended the first “BCA
Members Red Carpet Weekend” from July 11-13 at the Jodo Shinshu Center (JSC) in Berkeley, California. At right, the event began with a Dharma Service. BCA Bishop Rev. Marvin Harada gave a message
about the significance of the Buddha, Dharma and Sangha. (Photos courtesy of Robert Noguchi)

Red Carpet

Continued from Page 1

and a personalized, signed copy
of “Discovering Buddhism in
Everyday Life” by Bishop Rev.
Marvin Harada. Everyone
also received a Gohonzon of
Amida Buddha and one of the
Nembutsu (written by Shinran
Shonin). We all gathered in
the JSC Community Room for
a delicious dinner catered by
North Beach Pizza.

The event began with a
Dharma Service officiated by
Rev. Harada and Rev. Michael
Endo. Rev. Harada’s Dharma
message reflected on the Bud-
dha, Dharma and Sangha, not-
ing that these three elements,
together, form our greatest
treasure.

Friday evening’s session on
July 11 focused on “Getting to
Know You.” In a spirit of fun
and fellowship, Koichi Mizushi-
ma, Center for Buddhist Edu-
cation (CBE) Youth Programs
Coordinator, led everyone in
icebreaker  activities, which
quickly allowed us to see what
we have in common with each
other and how we differ.

The members, BCA staff
and volunteers each shared
an experience that played an
important part in helping them
arrive where they are today in
their Nembutsu journey with
BCA.

For many, this was an es-
pecially meaningful part of the
Red Carpet weekend. When
asked in the event survey,
“Which sessions or moments
stood out to you?” one member
responded, “Moments when
other participants shared some
deep personal feelings and
memories.”

Another member said, ““The
Getting to Know You’ session
was the moment that stood out
the most to me and sharing
why and what brought people
to BCA personally.” Others
said they appreciated getting to
know the BCA staff.

Saturday morning on July

GAYLE

j  Nogue nl
participants.

12 focused on “Getting to
Know BCA.” We began with
an overview of the national
organization structure, how it
operates, and how members fit
into BCA’s big picture.
Immediate past President
Terri Omori recounted with
candor and humor the path that
led her from temple member to
BCA national leadership. The
members watched the video
“The Value and Significance of
BCA” by Glen Tao, Film and
Video Committee Chairperson
of the Los Angeles Hompa
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple
and narrated by Michiko Inana-
ga, BCA Endowment Founda-
tion Development Director.
We took the group by
chartered bus to the Buddhist
Church  of San Francisco
(BCSF). Resident  Minister
Rev. Melissa Opel described the
history of BCSF and its signifi-
cance in BCA as Busshari Horto,

BCA Executive Director Gayle Noguchi addresses Red Carpet weekend

“The Sacred Tower of the Holy
Relics.”

She noted that its construc-
tion was funded jointly by BCSF
and BCA members — therefore,
all BCA members can regard
BCSF as their home temple
along with their local temples.
Rev. Opel escorted the group to
the roof to view the Holy Relics.

On the way back to the
JSC, we stopped at the Bishop
Matsukage Memorial at the Jap-
anese Cemetery in Colma. Rev.
Endo conducted a brief service
and shared the background of
why and how the memorial was
created. At the JSC, volunteers
Ford and Terri Omori prepared
a taco salad bar lunch.

The  afternoon  sessions
included an explanation of the
Onaijin and guidance on setting
up a home altar (Obutsudan)
by Rev. Endo, Bob Matsueda
teaching us about the connec-
tion between Buddhism and

yoga and leading us through
yoga exercises, and an overview
of BCA’s role in the worldwide
Jodo Shinshu community.

Darlene  Bagshaw, BCA
Secretary and Co-Chairperson
of the BCA Committee on
Development, gave a moving
presentation on the impact
BCA has made locally, nation-
ally and internationally with the
many generous donations it has
received.

The afternoon concluded
with a round table session mod-
erated by Rev. Harada in which
members asked him a broad
range of insightful questions.

One member said, “He was
so kind and thoughtful in his
responses. He is so accessible,
which was very refreshing.” An-
other individual said, “Having
the Bishop present was import-
ant and stressed how the Red
Carpet was valuable to BCA.”

through music.

Rev. Endo awed everyone
with his performance of “Kawa
no nagare no yo ni’ (originally
sung by Japanese artist Misora
Hibari). We also enjoyed the
extraordinary talent of Jessica
Foutz, a certified sound heal-
ing therapist and Las Vegas
Buddhist  Sangha  member.
Foutz performed a beautiful
song she had composed just
the day before, inspired by her
visit to the California redwood
trees. She used multiple crystal
singing bowls and played a flute
designed with three chambers
that was custom made for her.

The event concluded with
Rev. Harada conducting a Kie-
shiki Affirmation Ceremony for
Denise Marie of the San Luis
Obispo Buddhist Church.

All of the members gave the
Red Carpet weekend experience
the highest rating of “Excellent”

“I enjoyed connecting with the Sangha, feeling

our deep interconnectedness, talking with
the Bishop and getting to know my extended

Dharma family.”
— “BCA Members Red Carpet Weekend” participant

Following dinner catered by
Berkeley restaurant Musashi,
the group enjoyed dancing at
Berkeley Buddhist Temple’s
Obon festival, adjacent to the
JSC. For some, it was their
first time attending an Obon
festival.

We reconvened at the JSC
to conclude the evening with
activities. The members broke
out into small groups to share
what they envisioned as the
next steps on their Nembutsu
journeys that they reflected on
at the start of the weekend.
The members contributed their
thoughts to the “My Wish for
BCA” Bodhi Leaf project and
completed an event survey.

Sunday’s closing service on
July 13 provided a unique mu-
sical program arranged by Rev.
Harada. It was an opportunity
to receive the Dharma teachings

and all indicated that the event
helped them to feel more con-
nected to the BCA community.

“I enjoyed connecting with
the Sangha, feeling our deep in-
terconnectedness, talking with
the Bishop and getting to know
my extended Dharma family,”
one member said. Another
member put it this way, “Yall
knocked it out of the park!”

The inspiration for BCA
Members Red Carpet Week-
end came to me when I asked
myself, “How do members
become acquainted with BCA,
the national organization?” I
am gratified that we not only
educated our members about
BCA, but that we also gave
them the “red carpet” treatment
they truly deserve.

The next BCA Members
Red Carpet Weekend will be on
Aug. 28-30, 2026, at the JSC.

‘Dial the Dharma’ for Enlightening Messages

800-817-7918

Press 1 for English, Press 2 for Japanese, Press 3 for Spanish
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Scenes From the First ‘BCA Members Red Carpet Weekend’

At far left, Friday night’s

| session on July 11 focused
Thc’NatIonal Council: \ on “Getting to Know You,”
BCA’s Legislative Body | an icebreaker activity

| led by Koichi Mizushima,

BCA Members

The National Board:

BCA’s Board of Directors \ CBE Youth Programs
" Coordinator. From left are
The Executive Committee | volunteer Charlie Bagshaw
| from the Buddhist Church
Staff f “ Committees } of Stockton and Aderet

Parrino from the Buddhist
Church of San Francisco
(BCSF) and Mizushima. At
left, on Saturday, July 12,
the focus was on “Getting
to Know BCA.” Immediate
past BCA President Terri
Omori recounted the path
that led her from temple
member to BCA national
leadership. Below left, the
group took a chartered
bus to BCSF. In below
middle, BCSF Resident
Minister Rev. Melissa Opel
described the history of
BCSF and its significance
in BCA as Busshari Hoto,
“The Sacred Tower of
the Holy Relics.” In below
right, the group stopped
at the Bishop Matsukage
Memorial at the Japanese
Cemetery in Colma. Rev.
Endo conducted a brief
service and shared the
background of why and
how the memorial was
created. (Photos courtesy
of Robert Noguchi)

SN2

At left, Darlene Bagshaw, BCA Secretary and Co-Chairperson of the BCA Committee on Development, describes projects the Dharma Forward education pillar has funded. At center, Karen and JW Webb from
the Spokane Buddhist Temple were among the participants. At right, Terri and Ford Omori, in center in yellow, and others dance at the Berkeley Buddhist Temple’s Obon festival.

'\}"!y S RS Smas L O =
=3 g NS e
‘ ¥ ST SR e e AR S

The Sunday, July 13, closing service featured a musical program arranged by Rev. Harada. It included a performance by Jessica Foutz, a certified sound healing therapist and Las Vegas Buddhist Sangha
member, shown at left. She used multiple crystal singing bowls and played a flute designed with three chambers. At right, the event concluded with Rev. Harada conducting a Kieshiki Affirmation Ceremony for
Denise Marie of the San Luis Obispo Buddhist Church.



PAGE 8

WHEEL OF DHARMA

SEPTEMBER 2025

June Akita)

At left, at the beginning of the Tacoma Buddhist Temple
Buddhist Women’s Association (BWA) centennial on April
27, all current and former BWA members and families of
past BWA members were asked to stand -- and received
a round of applause from the Sangha. (Photos courtesy of

SN

At left, BCA Minister Emeritus and former Tacoma Buddhist Temple Resident Minister Rev. Kosho Yukawa is shown with Janice Osaka Vinnedge and Diane Tanbara Taniguchi at the Tacoma BWA event. At
right, Sangha members look at a display of the history of the BWA that included inventions of popular toys and other items through the decades.

Tacoma’s Buddhist Women’s Association Celebrates Centennial

By June Akita
Tacoma Buddhist Temple

The Tacoma  Buddhist
Temple Buddhist Women’s
Association (BWA) celebrated
its 100th-year anniversary on
April 27.

After the Tacoma temple
was established in 1915, the
Fujinkai was founded in 1925
with 30 members. In 1934,
Mrs. Kinuko Sasaki was asked
by Tacoma Rev. Sensho Sasaki
to revise the toban-style leader-
ship to a more organized group
and thus she became our first
Fujinkai leader.

By 1935, at the Fujinkai’s
10th anniversary, the group had
grown to a membership of 55.

The BWA endured World
War II and the recent world-
wide pandemic. The temple
doors were closed twice, but
our hearts remained open to our
minister’s needs, temple needs
and community needs.

Today we have returned to a
new normal and have remained
strong under the leadership of
Rev. Tadao Koyama and BWA
President Denise Cline, her
dedicated cabinet and support-
ive members.

After the kansho bell was

rung beginning the anniversary
event, Alex Theisen requested
all current and former BWA
members and families of past
BWA members to stand. They
all received a well-deserved
round of applause from the
Sangha.

My Dharma message shared
a journey through the evolution
and history of the BWA in
relation to our temple history
and included the inventions of
popular toys, items and other
icons through the decades,
which captured the interest and
attention of both young and
old. Were you aware that Mr.
Potato Head and Tupperware
originated in the 1940s? In the
1950s, there was McDonald’s,
Barbie and Elvis.

The attendees sang a new
gatha called “BWA Anthem”
written and composed by
Donna Sasaki that incorporated
words and phrases from current
members. The participants
recited along with a video of
Michiko Yukawa reading “The
Three Treasures” from the 2022
Zoom Hoonko service during
the pandemic. It was nice to
see her and have her be part of
our service.

After the service, everyone
was invited for a short social

Tacoma Buddhist Temple Resident
Minister Rev. Tadao Koyama gives

a toast, recognizing the sacrifices

and hardships of past leaders and
congratulating the current leaders and
members.

hour in the Rev. Gladys Pratt
room organized by Lynn Blick.
Guests  enjoyed homemade
treats and also listened to music
from each decade. We show-
cased six new tri-fold boards
created by Jill Case, Carrie Mori
and myself from the history of
BWA to the evolution of toys
and kitchen appliances.

The most meaningful dis-
plays included the heartfelt and
sincere letters received from
some of our former honorary
advisers (bomori or minister’s

wives). Thank you to Megumi
and Rev. Fukuma, Masayo
Kakihara, Linda Koyama, Kaori
Miyaji, Rev. Cyndi Yasaki,
Michiko and Rev. Yukawa and
Rev. Tadao Koyama for taking
the time and thought you gave
to your very special messages.

Everyone received a special
BWA cookbook assembled by
Tracy Ling, which included
recipes from current and past
BWA members and will be a
treasured memento.

In  addition,  everyone
received a  “June” Post-It
favor and admired “Carrie’s”
charming table decorations and
Les Hitsman’s elaborate cen-
terpiece, enjoyed Patti Wong’s
sekihan gohan and viewed and
studied our Tacoma Buddhist
Temple and BWA historical
timeline spanning 60-by-3 feet
with appreciation.

Rev. Koyama made a toast,
recognizing the sacrifices and
hardships of past leaders and
congratulated the current lead-
ers and members for practicing
and sharing some of these tradi-
tions and cultural experiences.

The luncheon would not
have been as enjoyable without
our YBA students and YBA
parents, who served the lunch
and made sure everyone had

fresh tea in their cups. Our
meal concluded with dessert,
which included our original
strawberry mochi, a Daifuku
mochi and a baked manju.

It is very difficult to en-
vision the many hours spent
to create this day as a fun but
informative event, to thank the
numerous people who joined
us, and to thank everyone for
the generous donations that we
received.

The extraordinary messages
from our Japan and mainland
okusans — thank you so much.
Our connections still remain
strong! A special thank you to
Rev. Koyama for his spiritual
guidance and support through-
out the months of planning and
on the day of the event.

Our Tacoma  Buddhist
Women’s Association is not
unique. We continue to be
a diverse and active group
of people who help with all
temple fundraisers, community
activities, special meals and any
special tasks requested from our
minister or board.

We look forward to observe
what future decades will bring,.
We say “Okagesama de zento
yoyo — Looking to a bright
future because of those who
preceded us.”
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@ Join the BCA Discord

The BCA Discord server is a free-to-join, online
community open to all of our Sangha members and
friends. Scan below to get started—we'll see you there!

.

https://tinyurl.com/bcadiscord

An Intermediate-level Introductory Course on
Shin Buddhism in the West and Beyond

Fireside Chat Sessions with
20 Laypersons and Teachers

Starts October 4, 2025

Description: An intermediate-level introduction for those seeking a religious/spiritual
understanding of Shin (or Jodo Shinshu) Buddhism, the largest Buddhist
school in Japan today, with a history of 136 years in North America.

Dates: 10 classes on the first Saturday of the month (except in July)

For Details: Please click here

Topics: October 4: Boarding the Ship — Starting Our Human Journey
November 1: Falling off the Ship — Encountering Suffering
December 6:  Swimming by Striving — Practice
January 3: Gasping for Air — Spiritual Impasse
February 7:  Letting go — Shinjin Realization and Entrusting
March 7: Floating — Ocean that is Amida’s Primal Vow
April 4 Swimming with Ease — Assurance, Joy, and Clarity
May 2: Thinking of Others — Engagement with Others
June 6: Reaching the Island — Birth in the Pure Land
July 11: Going out back into the Ocean — Returning to this Sahd Realm

Instructor and Kenneth K. Tanaka, Professor Emeritus, Musashino University, Tokyo.

Moderator: Former Assoc. Prof. and Assist. Dean, the Institute of Buddhist Studies,

Berkeley. Former Minister of Buddhist Churches of America.

Register for Please apply here

the Course:

Donation: Suggested amount $50-$100 (In Japan, ¥6,000) (Less is accepted for
students and anyone on fixed or low income.)

Textbook: Ocean Two: The Ten Phases of Shin Buddhism for the West and Beyond

(Draft of this book will be provided free of charge to all registrants.)

Video Recordings:  Available to registrants when they miss the class.

Contact email: shinbuddhismcourse@gmail.com

BUDDHIST TEMPLE OF MARIN

Fall Seminar Series

ESSENTIALS OF BUDDHISM

¥ 10.19.25
) 1-2 PM

REV. CJ DUNFORD

REV. K KUWAHARA

12.14.25
1-2 PM

FINAL
DISCUSSION SESSION
WITH ALL THREE

11.16.25

e
-

390 Miller Ave. Mill Valley, CA
1 pm after Sunday Service

CATHERINE SHAW

www.BuddhistTempleofMarin.org

CBT Participates in Silent Walk for Peace

Event Held on 80th Anniversary of Hiroshima, Nagasaki Bombings

The Cleveland Buddhist Temple members participate in a silent walk in downtown Cleveland on Aug. 6 in remembrance
of the 80th anniversary of the U.S. atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. (Photos courtesy of Cleveland Buddhist

Temple)

By John Barnes
Cleveland Buddhist Temple

The Cleveland Buddhist
Temple participated in a silent
walk in the city’s downtown
on Aug. 6 in remembrance of
the 80th anniversary of the
U.S. atomic bombing of Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki.

The opening ceremony in-
cluded a reading of Rennyo’s
“White Ashes” provided by
the CBT and read by Francis
Chiappa from Cleveland Peace
Action.

As he read Rennyo’s words
on impermanence, ending
with the Nembutsu, those
gathered were visibly moved.
Maria Smith from the Cleve-

land Nonviolence Network
read two meditations from
Thich Nhat Hanh’s book,

“Present Moment Wonderful
Moment: Mindfulness Verses
for Daily Living.”

Five community groups
and many individuals collab-
orated in the walk, dressed in
white, the color of mourning,
recalling that survivors of the
bombing desperately needed
water.

The

silent  procession,

The silent walk concluded at sunset at Cleveland’s Willard Park. Each person
placed a small candle and formed a large peace sign, listened to poems and
songs about Hiroshima, sang John Lennon’s “Imagine,” and closed with “mir miru
mir,” a Russian phrase meaning “peace to the world.”

which began at the Eastman
Reading Garden at the Cleve-
land Public Library, walked to
and circled Cleveland’s War
Memorial Fountain. Every-
one was silent and still. The
fountain’s statue, titled “Peace
Arising from the Flames of
War,” reached skyward, sil-
houetted against the setting
sun. Walkers proceeded slow-
ly, guided by the sound of two
drummers and stopped at the

shore of Lake Erie for silent
contemplation.

To conclude the walk at
sunset, each person placed a
small candle into a large peace
sign at Cleveland’s Willard
Park. The gathering listened
to poems and songs about Hi-
roshima, sang John Lennon’s
“Imagine,” and closed with
“mir miru mir,” a Russian
phrase meaning “peace to the
world.”

‘Dial the Dharma’ for Enlightening Messages

800-817-7918

Press 1 for English, Press 2 for Japanese,

Press 3 for Spanish
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Rev. Kazuaki Nakata Visits WWII

Internment Camps — Every Year

Fresno Betsuin Minister
Will Lead Pilgrimage
to Rohwer, Jerome
Incarceration Sites

By Jon Kawamoto
Wheel of Dharma Editor

When Rev. Kazuaki Nakata
began researching topics for his
thesis at Ryukoku University,
he discovered a subject he knew
nothing about — the mass
relocation and detention of
Japanese Americans in World
War II.

“I came across (BCA
Minister Emeritus) Rev. Mas
Kodani’s book where he talked
about Issei, Nisei and Sansei —
I had never heard of those terms
before. Japanese American
history isn’t taught in Japan,”
said Rev. Nakata, the interim
Rimban of the Fresno Betsuin
Buddhist Temple, of the first-,
second- and third-generation
terms that Rev. Kodani used to
describe the history of Japanese
Americans.

His interest was piqued, so
much so that his final thesis was
how Jodo Shinshu Buddhism
was integrated into the cultural
background of Japanese Amer-
icans.

Rev. Nakata’s research into
one of the most sorrowful
chapters in American history
— the mass dislocation and de-
tention of Japanese Americans
— would take an unexpected
turn when he was at the Bud-
dhist Church of Sacramento in
the early 2000s. As a new BCA
Kaikyoshi minister, he was un-
der the supervision of Rev. Bob
Oshita, the legendary and now
BCA Minister Emeritus. Rev.
Oshita, along with his wife,
Rev. Patti Oshita, currently
serve as the chaplains of the
California State Assembly.

At a memorial service Rev.
Nakata conducted, he said the
Issei individual had sacrificed a
lot because of the internment.

“The Nisei children ques-
tioned me — ‘How do you
know about the difficulties?’
I was shocked,” he recalled.
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Above, Rev. Nakata stands before a guard tower at Heart Mountain in Wyoming
in 2018. At right, he and his daughter Akika bow their heads in gassho in 2019 at

Topaz in central Utah.

FYI

Fresno Betsuin interim

Rimban Rev. Kazuaki Nakata
is leading a pilgrimage to the
Rohwer and Jerome internment
camps in Arkansas on Sept.
17-19. For more information,
contact Rev. Nakata at rev.
kaznakata@gmail.com

“The next of kin, the children,
said, “Without knowing or go-
ing to the camps, how do you
know?” Because they, as Nisei,
also experienced the camps.

“So, I really didn’t know,”
he continued. “Without going
to these locations (internment
camps), how can I reassure
them? My knowledge was only
from books.”

That criticism — whether
it was intended to or not —
jumpstarted Rev. Nakata’s
visits to the internment camp
sites, beginning with Poston
in 2006. He traveled to the
Arizona camp site during the
blazing heat of summer and re-
called dodging scorpions while
wearing sandals.

Since then, he’s made
pilgrimages every year, except
during the pandemic, when
travel was on hold. He’s led
groups of Sangha members,
mainly from Central California
churches and temples,

“I realized that people died
during World War II and in
the camps, including a lot of
babies,” he said. “So I conduct
memorial services for them.”

He’s since visited all 10

of the U.S. War Relocation
Authority’s mass incarceration
camps as well as the camp in
Santa Fe, New Mexico, which
was run by the U.S. Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service
or the U.S. Army.

Rev. Nakata’s next pilgrim-
age will be to the Rohwer and
Jerome camps in Arkansas on
Sept. 17-19. That pilgrimage
has attracted widespread inter-
est beyond Central California
Sangha members. Others, from
the Bay Area and Northern
California, have signed up.

Unlike most of his other
trips by car, he’ll be flying to
nearby Little Rock, Arkansas,
leading a group of Sangha
members whose parents and
grandparents were sent to the
Arkansas camps.

Rev. Nakata fully realizes
he can’t begin to comprehend
what the internees experienced,
but he says the camp visits — at
the very least — give him an
inkling of how the internees
lived in the harsh environment.
He has visited the camp sites
in snowy winters to blazing
hot summers, complete with
thunderstorms and unbearable
humidity to the dust blowing in
the harsh winds.

“I try to imagine how people
were living at the camp sites,”
he said. “If there was a fishing
pond (as was the case at Jerome),
I try to imagine fish jumping in
the pond.”

He tries to go at least every
year to a different camp. And,
in the case of the Amache
detention camp in Colorado,

Fresno Betsuin interim Rimban Rev. Kazuaki Nakata has visited all 10 U.S.

government internment camps that housed more than 120,000 Japanese
Americans during World War Il, leading pilgrimages and conducting memorial
services over the years. At left, Rev. Nakata led a pilgrimage to Manzanar in
California’s Inyo County in 2023 with Fresno Betsuin Sangha members, shown at
left. From left, the others are Rev. Nakata’s daughters, Kanon, Michilu and Akika
and Rev. Nakata. Above, Rev. Nakata conducts a memorial service at the Tule
Lake internment camp site in 2022. It was after the pandemic, but he and others
were required to wear masks on the federal property. (Photos courtesy of Rev.

Kazuaki Nakata)

he initially went there before
it became a national park with
an information center in March

2022.
There have been some mem-
orable trips — like the time

when he drove from Virginia to
Arkansas with his daughter, who
was 2 at the time, more than a
decade ago. He didn’t check the
weather and he ran into fierce
thunderstorms — and there was
a tornado, too.

He said he looks forward to
each trip and wants to share the

Jodo Shinshu lessons.

“Jodo Shinshu is the teaching
of interdependence,” he said.
“So, even if the current genera-
tions, the fourth- or fifth-gener-
ation Japanese Americans, may
not have heard anything about
the camps from their grandpar-
ents or great-grandparents, they
are connected to the past gener-
ations — and their difficulties.
They should at least know
about what their ancestors did,
who worked hard to strive for a
better life.”

ROHWER/JEROME
PILGRIMAGE 2025

September 17-19

(2 nights)

SCHEDULE:

9/17—Fly to Little Rock
9/18—Visit Museum and Rohwer
9/19—Visit Jerome and return home

If you are interested,
please contact Rev. Kaz!

rev.kaznakata@gmail.com
or (424) 666-7101
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The Origin of the Jodo Shinshu Teaching — Part 3

Editor’s note: This is the third
of four articles on “The Origin of
Jodo Shinshu Teaching” by Rev.
Giel Sasaki thar will appear in the
Wheel of Dharma. Rev. Sasaki is
currently the Director of the Jodo
Shinshu  Studies and Research
Center in Kyoto, Japan.

By Rev. Giei Sasaki
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

Who, then, guided T’an-lu-
an to the teaching of Amida
Buddha? In the “Shoshinge,”
there is a line that goes, “Ten-
jin bosatsu ron chuge.” There
is also another similar line,
which goes “Tenjin bosatsu zo
ron setsu.”

Which line do you think
comes first? If you confuse
them, you will end up repeat-
ing them and the chanting of
“Shoshinge” will not end. The
answer is “Tenjin bosatsu zo
ron setsu” followed by “Tenjin
bosatsu ron chuge.”

The first line, “Tenjin

bosatsu zo ron setsu,” signifies
that “Bodhisattva Vasubandhu
composed a treatise (on Amida
Buddha and the Buddha’s
Pure Land).” (CWS I, p. 71,
the original translation slight-
ly edited) The second line,
“Tenjin bosatsu ron chuge” ex-
plains that “T’an-luan created
a commentary on the treatise
of Bodhisattva Vasubandhu.”
(CWS I, p. 72, the original
translation slightly edited)

Therefore, it implies that
T’an-luan  was introduced
to Amida Buddha’s teaching
through Vasubandhu’s writ-
ings.

Vasubandhu lived in the
northern area of India, which
is located at the end of the
5,000-mile-long  Silk Road
connecting China and India.
The exact years of Vasband-
hu’s birth and death are not
known, but they are believed
to be around 400 and 480.
On the other hand, those of
T’an-luan are known to be 476
and 542.

Comparing the dates of the
two figures, they are only a
few decades apart. These two
masters can be considered as
contemporaries, but lived far
apart from each other.

There are two surprising
factors connecting them. One
is how within such a short
period of time, an assembly
of nameless Buddhist priests

had travelled the life-threat-
ening distance of 10,000 miles
roundtrip between China and
India in search of Buddhist
scriptures. It is said that Va-
subandhu’s works were among
the writings that were brought
to China.

The other factor was the
comprehension of both Indian
and Chinese languages. With
Vasubandhu being from India,
he spoke ancient Indian while
T’an-luan, being from China,
spoke classic Chinese. To
overcome the language barrier,
there must have been priests
who were fluent in both lan-

guages, enabling T’an-luan
to appreciate Vasubandhu’s
writings.

Today, we have the inter-
net and it has become an era of
convenience. However, such
things did not exist in those
days. Meanwhile, Vasuband-
hu’s writings were translated
and conveyed to T’a n-luan.
Upon reading them, T’an-luan
wrote a commentary, all with-
in less than half a century.

This miraculous accom-
plishment was realized in
ancient China approximately
1,500 years ago.

I will not go into detail
here, but Vasubandhu also
made a great historic achieve-
ment. He established the
foundation of the world’s
oldest university, which is

Nalanda University. Its ruins
have remained in India and its
scale is mind-blowing.

Going back approximately
400 years, from the time of
Vasubandhu in the southern
area of India was a person who
truly appreciated the Nembut-
su. The line in “Shoshinge”
reads “Ryuju daiji shutto se.”
It is Nagarjuna. This line
means that “The mahasattva
Nagarjuna would appear in
this world.” (CWS I, p. 71).

The exact dates of birth and
death of Nagarjuna are also
not known, but are believed
to be sometime in the second
and third centuries (circa 150-
250), which was about 1,800
years ago.

Can you imagine what life
was like back then? As a side
note, people living in the Jap-
anese archipelago during that
time were illicitly hunting,
using bronzeware, and may
have been living in caves. It
was when they began building
home-like structures and rice
paddy farms.

On the other hand, south-
ern India was, at the time,
well advanced. Gold coins
from the western Roman
Empire were discovered in the
southern Indian stratum from
Nagarjuna’s time, proving
that southern India was trad-
ing with the western Roman
Empire. In southern India,

there already existed a highly
civilized society and that is
how Nagarjuna’s writings were
able to be passed down to us
today without being lost.

But who then communi-
cated the teaching of Amida
Buddha to Nagarjuna? Maybe
it would be clear if I said this
person was born on April 8. It
was Sakyamuni Buddha.

Hearing the Three Pure
Land Sutras during services,
what exactly are the three
sutras? They are the Larger
Sutra, Contemplation Sutra
and Amida Sutra. The com-
plete title of each sutra begins
with “Bussetsu,” which is com-
prised of two kanji characters;
“butsu” or Buddha and “set-
su,” which means “preach.”

The sutras were sermons
by Sakyamuni Buddha, and
through these sutras, we hear
the teaching of Amida Bud-
dha. We have quickly covered
the origin of the Jodo Shinshu
teaching that began 2,500
years ago.

In terms of spatial distance,
the teaching of Amida Buddha
has travelled from India, Chi-
na, Japan and on to the United
States of America, covering a
distance of over 15,000 miles.
We cannot help but to feel the
importance and significance of
the historical and geographical
depth of the transmission of
the teaching.

Aochi

Continued from Page 3

up knowing that my grand-
parents were incarcerated as
children during World War II.

“In my history classes at
school, I was surprised that
not all of my classmates were
aware of Executive Order 9066
and the wrongful incarceration
of Japanese Americans.

“For the project, my Girl
Scout sister and I created an
educational Minecraft video
that takes a narrated journey
into the past, starting with the
issuing of President Franklin
D. Roosevelt’s  Executive
Order 9066 and showing the
forced evacuation of Japanese
Americans from the West
Coast and the harsh conditions
in the incarceration camps.
Additional teacher resources
are posted on YouTube and
Teachers Pay Teachers as a
free resource for classrooms

nationwide.

“In a feedback survey,
many students expressed their
astonishment and concern
that these events happened.

respect for all people, which
will create a more peaceful
society for everyone.
“Recently, I took action in
my community when I wrote a

City Council had previously
planned to create a Japanese
American memorial, but it has
been left to a vote for financial
reasons. | hope that my voice,

in microbiology.

She is planning to pursue
a career in the biotech field,
where she hopes to help
people around the world live

“I am proud that I took action when I completed my Girl Scout Silver Award project. I am a fifth-
generation Japanese American and grew up knowing that my grandparents were incarcerated as children
during World War II .... For the project, my Girl Scout sister and I created an educational Minecraft
video that takes a narrated journey into the past, starting with the issuing of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s Executive Order 9066 and showing the forced evacuation of Japanese Americans from the
West Coast and the harsh conditions in the incarceration camps .... In a feedback survey, many students
expressed their astonishment and concern that these events happened. My Girl Scout Silver Award
project reminded me that it is never too late to speak up against past injustices.”

— Jacqueline Aochi, San Jose Betsuin Buddhist Temple

and 2025 Fred and Helen Nitta Scholarship Award recipient

My Girl Scout Silver Award
project reminded me that it
is never too late to speak up
against past injustices. When
students become aware of
these injustices, they can gain
a deeper understanding and

letter to the City of Sunnyvale
Council Members to express
my support for the construc-
tion of a Sunnyvale memorial
dedicated to the incarcera-
tion of Japanese Americans
during World War II. The

support the BCA

Honor Tradition,

Build the Future

Questions: donateebcahq.org or 415-634-7114

i |
)
=)

Scan Me!

Send donations made out to BCA Endowment Foundation to 2140 Durant Ave., Berkeley, CA 94704

as well as others, will be heard
in support of the memorial.

“With my Buddhist per-
spective, I know that things
are always changing, but by
keeping in mind Rennyo
Shonin’s quote, ‘The Right
Time Is Now,” I will have the
confidence to embrace change,
take action when needed, and
be mindful and grateful for
the present.”

Jacqueline will be attending
the University of California,
Santa Cruz to pursue a degree

healthier lives.

We look forward to her
continued  participation in
the BCA through the San Jose
Buddhist Church Betsuin.

She has a passion for grow-
ing succulents, so every time
you view a succulent, think
of Jacqueline and share her
confidence in the teachings,
her mindfulness of the present
and gratitude for the past.

The FDSTL congratulates
Jacqueline Aochi and all our
2025 high school graduates.

‘Dial the Dharma’
for Enlightening Messages
800-817-7918

Press 1 for English, Press 2 for Japanese,
Press 3 for Spanish
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The Medical Model of Buddhism

By Rev. Don Castro
BCA Minister Emeritus

Buddhism is based on a
medical model. This is clearly
seen in the Buddha’s first ser-
mon (sutra), “Turning of the
Wheel of the Dharma,” where
he presents the Four Noble
Truths.

In medical terms, they are:
1) symptom; 2) diagnosis; 3)
prognosis; and 4) cure. I have
heard it conjectured that these
truths may have derived from
Indian Ayurvedic medicine
and been transmitted to
ancient Greece by Buddhist
monks, where they formed the
basis of Western medical tech-
nique. Speculation on origins
aside, the Buddha is often
referred to as “The Great Phy-
sician” whose mission is es-
sentially to identify the cause
of pain and suffering (dukkha,
Skt.) and bring about a cure.

By comparison, Jesus is
also called “The Great Phy-
sician,” but only Buddhism
is based on a medical model.
The Judeo-Christian tradition
is based on a legal model:
The Covenant (contract law),
The Ten Commandments,
judgment, reward-and-pun-
ishment, are all legal terms.

Particularly,  fundamen-
talists, who are extremely in-
fluential in American politics
at present, believe God has a
divine plan that is working
itself out in history and will
be resolved on Judgment Day.
Such a belief avoids human
responsibility for the environ-
mental crisis since, ultimately,
“It’s in God’s hands.”

The medical model of
Buddhism, by contrast, is a
path of personal responsibili-
ty. There is no God who will
intervene to save us from our
destructive actions. As Bud-

dhists, we begin our quest for
liberation with the experience
of “dukkha,” a Sanskrit word
usually, and inadequately,
translated as “suffering.”

While suffering is one type
of dukkha, the term has a vast-
ly broader meaning, including
pain, dissonance, disharmony,
etc. Dukkha is related to the
English word “disease,” which
relates well to our medical
model and the often-heard
statement, “‘Mother Earth is
sick.”

Mother Earth is not just
mildly sick, but is in distress,
adding a great sense of urgen-
cy to the First Noble Truth
of symptom. The cause of the
crisis, the diagnosis, is gener-
ally obvious to anyone paying
attention to environmental
science and is extensively
written about and broadcast
in documentaries and the
news. The major source of
disagreement I’ve seen re-
garding the cause of the crisis
is the role of overpopulation,
a topic I intend to write about
in a future article.

The Third Noble Truth,
prognosis, directs us to the
issue of sustainability, mean-
ing the adoption of a lifestyle
where all beings live in har-
mony with the resources of
the Earth.

The “Earth Charter,” ad-
opted in The Hague on June
29, 2000, states, “As never
before in history, common
destiny beckons us to seek a
new beginning Let ours
be a time remembered for the

awakening of a new reverence
for life, the firm resolve to
achieve sustainability, the
quickening of the struggle
for justice and peace, and the
joyful celebration of life.”
(Pope Francis’ “Praise Be to
You” pages 139-140).

The issue of sustainability
was adopted in recent years
by the United Nations and
constitutes the basis of its
Sustainable Development
Goals, which are a collection
of 17 interconnected global
goals designed to achieve a
more sustainable future for
all by 2030.

As for the prognosis for
Mother Earth, 1 believe we
must think a cure is still
possible. Otherwise, there is
no point in going on to the
Fourth Noble Truth — the
cure. Normally, the Fourth
Noble Truth is presented
as the Eightfold DPath. I
agree with many scholars
who believe the Eightfold
Path was added to the Four
Noble Truths at a later date.
Being practice-oriented, the
Eightfold Path is not empha-
sized in our Jodo Shinshu
tradition. However, all Bud-
dhist schools, Jodo Shinshu
included, adhere to the basic
medical model.

If we examine the Fourth
Noble Truth, cure, from a
Shin perspective, it takes us
back to the BCA EcoSangha
Resolution adopted in 2015:
“BE IT RESOLVED that each
BCA temple be encouraged to
adopt policies that promote
an awareness of the profound
implications of our behavior
on future generations and to
promote ecologically friendly
behavior in the spirit of ‘mot-
tainai.’”

This is why I have been
writing so much about the
meaning of mottainai — in
order to get a visceral sense
of what it means, for with the
spirit of mottainai we get a
healthy dose of environmen-
tal medicine: humility, rever-
ence, harmony, self-restraine,
sustainability, etc. We can’t
do everything. We can’t even
do much, but we can do our
part. Remember, the cure is
contagious.

MAY 3, 2025 FUND CAMPAIGN
LAUNCH

RESTORE

PASADENA BUDDHIST
TEMPLE & PARSONAGE

Help us bounce back from the Eaton Fire
and cover costs not reimbursed by
insurance, FEMA or SBA.

Dohate now at
htjgg%j givebutter.com/MClzEq

One step at a time. We ll get there.

~find, the aiean thals beat align withy You!-
Dharma o
.4 GBCA

DHARMA FORWARD is a capital campaign to
investment in sustainable growth and
organizational capacity for the Buddhist
Churches of America and the Institute of
Buddhist Studies.

[additional areas on back pagel

DANA PROGRAM is BCA's annual giving
program. Funds support yearly goals of sangha
engagement, ministerial pathways, leadership,
and learning of Shin Buddhism.
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3—wo

CENTER FOR BUDDHIST EDUCATION (CBE)
fosters and implements the BCA's educational
programs and ministerial training goals.

BCA SOCIAL WELFARE PROGRAM aids those
suffering from deprivation of basic human
needs.

@ BCA Use the QR Code to
e of Grattude Make an impact
BCA ZAIDAN FUND is the original endowment today!

SCANME

started in 1925 for the propagation of Buddhism
in America.

OTHER BCA FUNDS WHERE DONATIONS CAN BE MADE INCLUDE:
Music, Jodo Shinshu Center (Facilities)
Disaster Relief, FBA Legacy (Wheel of Dharma), Ministerial Support, WABL Koromo funds
Buddhist Churches of America Endowment Foundation [BCAEF] is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Tax ID# 94-2857583. BCAEF manages endowments, temple investment accounts, and provides fundraising support for
the Buddhist Churches of America [BCA] and the Institute of Buddhist Studies [IBS]

IBS Offers Online Master of Arts

By Rev. Gesshin Greenwood
Communications and
Admissions Director

Institute of Buddhist Studies

The Institute of Buddhist
Studies (IBS) is pleased to
announce that a new online
Master of Arts in Buddhist
Studies (MABS) has been ap-
proved by the Western Associ-
ation of Schools and Colleges
(WASCQ).

Applicants are welcome to
apply for spring 2026 matricu-

lation at: bit.ly/3SUe71b

The current in-person
MABS provides students an
opportunity to deeply en-
gage with Buddhist history,
thought, texts, and practices.

The new online version
will share these goals. The
mission of IBS is to provide
graduate level education in the
full breadth of the Buddhist
tradition with specialized ed-
ucation supporting Pure Land
and contemporary Shin Bud-
dhist Studies, while advancing
Jodo Shinshu Buddhist minis-

try and Buddhist chaplaincy.
Offering a Master of Arts
in Buddhist Studies online in-
creases the institution’s ability
to meet its goal of creating an
accessible learning environ-
ment, in which students can
academically study Buddhism
through distance education.
Additionally, the opportu-
nity to offer this program in
an online capacity increases
the institute’s potential to
reach broader audiences in

Continued on Page 14

PLANNED
GIVING

for the Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) and the
Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS)

Planned Giving is the practice of designating a gift as
part of an estate plan to causes you care about. A gift
does not have to be large to make a difference.

Naming a beneficiary now ensures that your care is
lasting. Wills & Trusts, Life Insurance or Retirement
Assets, and Real Estate, are just a few of the many ways
a planned gift can be structured.

Letting us know of your plans now ensures we can meet
~ _ your wishes. If you need assistance, please contact us.

BCA Endowment Foundation

More Information :

415-651-5164
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Kumagai

Continued from Page 1

ble. It is a cruel disease, not
only for the person suffering
from it, but for the family and
caregivers as well.

As Dharma School stu-
dents, we were taught that life
is suffering and that life can be
very hard at times. Taking care
of a person with dementia defi-
nitely falls into this category.
There is no caregiving manual
and the disease can affect each
individual so differently that
it would be impossible to even
consider making one.

The lesson of imperma-
nence is constantly driven into
us as we lose a part of the per-
son whom we knew and loved
each time that we see them. It
took away our mother slowly,
bit by bit. The person we knew
and loved slowly changed into
a stranger.

The principle of perspec-
tive was also a constant. We
were constantly wrestling with
her altered perceptions of
reality. When she asked about
her long deceased brother, we
would reply that he’s doing
fine. When she asked when she
was going home, we would re-
ply soon. When she asked why
she couldn’t move back home,
we would have stock photos on
hand of a flooded attic. Were
we lying? Yes. Were we being
compassionate? Yes. Were we
feeling guilty? Yes! Buddhism
teaches compassion. However,
compassion is very difficult to
practice when barraged with
crisis intervention, frustration
and anger.

How can she not know
that it’s evening and not time
to wake up? How can she not
understand not to walk with
her broken knee cap? How can
she not know who we are? We
were desperate to seek answers
to questions for which no
answers existed.

Our mom did not display
oppositional or aggressive

behavior as so many people
with dementia do. For family
members dealing with that
type of aggressive and angry
dementia, the emotional toll
would be much more magni-
fied. We were lucky in this
regard.

Buddhism also stresses the
importance of gratitude and
appreciation. Because life is
hard, we truly recognize and
appreciate when life is not.

Those of us who have ex-
perienced caring for a person
with dementia understand the
pureness and stability of the
status quo. We can appreciate
the good days because they are
in such stark contrast to the
many more bad days. We can

Mrs. Kinuko Hirata, the mother of
Jeanne Kumagai, is shown above in
1987 and at left in 2020 at her 90th
birthday. Mrs. Hirata was the Bomori
(minister’s wife) of the late Rev.
Satoshi Hirata, the first minister of
the Orange County Buddhist Church.
(Photos courtesy of Jeanne Kumagai)

appreciate the present because
we understand that no matter
how cruel it may be, worse
days are ahead for a person
with dementia.

My friend and I would
joke that what we thought was
hard at the beginning , wasn’t
so bad after all in comparison
to where we were later. And,
of course, this spiraling cycle
would just continue. My catch
phrase during this time was,
“If mom is happy, we are hap-
py.” It meant that everything,
in that moment, was OK.

Then there’s the guile. We
wrestled with guilt at the be-
ginning because we didn’t see
how bad the situation was (af-
ter all, “denial land” is an easy
place to be). We wrestled with
guilt toward the end because
we knew what needed to hap-
pen for this journey to end and
it isn’t anything that anyone
should wish for someone else.
And, let’s face it; we wrestled

with guilt with every decision
we made. Although we knew
that all of our decisions were
made with mom’s best interest
and safety in mind, the guilt
was ever present. How can it
not be?

Upon the passing of my
mom, both my daughter and
my niece expressed their sur-
prise that my sister and I did
not appear to be very sad. We
explained that because we lost
a little part of her slowly, over
time, our grief was a gradual
process.

that life has to offer. Things
can change in an instant. We
all know that. Yet each time it
occurs, it comes as a complete

shock.

Couple this with the hard
reality that dementia can
happen to anybody. My mom
was a woman who could sew
a dress without a pattern from
a magazine photo! She was so
smart and active. So, how can
we not live in gratitude and
joy when life is good?

I have become a full be-
liever in taking opportunities,

As Dharma School students, we were taught that
life is suffering and that life can be very hard at
times. Taking care of a person with dementia
definitely falls into this category. There is no
caregiving manual and the disease can affect
each individual so differently that it would be

impossible to even consider making one. The

lesson of impermanence is constantly driven

into us as we lose a part of the person whom we
knew and loved each time that we see them. It
took away our mother slowly, bit by bit. The

person we knew and loved slowly changed into a

stmnger.

Although the end was sad,
it was, truthfully, somewhat
of a relief. It helped knowing
that mom, on some level, also
desired for her journey to end.
No doubt that she would not
have wanted to live like that.
Dementia took away every-
thing she knew, understood
and loved.

I'm not sure how sharing
my experiences will be of any
benefit to anyone. However,
I do know that I understand,
more than I would like, how
conflicted and difficult caring
for someone with dementia
can be.

I also believe that I have
come out of this experience
with more compassion, appre-
ciation and gratitude for all

doing what you want while
you can. No hesitations. No
excuses. No waiting for a bet-
ter time. Life is to be enjoyed
to the fullest while we are able
to do so. Each moment is truly
something to appreciate and
treasure.

In writing this article, the
hardest part for me was to
come up with a title. I didn’t
want it to be something like
“Buddhism and Dementia.”
I don’t know enough about
either of these topics to be
worthy of a title like that! As I
completed this essay, it became
clearer to me that I have been
changed by my experience
with my mom’s dementia. It
truly was, and continues to be,
her final life lesson for me.

Rev. Briones

Continued from Page 2

come to our Betsuin.

I find my marriage with No-
buko (Higashi Kaikyoshi min-
ister) to be very meaningful in
that we can share our thoughts
about the Nembutsu. It is
through our relationship that I
feel that I am on the Nembutsu
path. It is through our deep dis-
cussions of our understanding
of the Dharma during dinner or
driving that I realize that I am
neither a layman ... of course,
not in the same profound sense
that Shinran expressed himself.

You don’t have to be a min-
ister to reflect upon Shinran’s
words either. Are you so preoc-
cupied with the frivolous stuff
that you forget about finding
the true self?

Priest or lay person, we can-
not escape this mundane world.
Even Shinran could not escape
this reality. Shinran lived a life
in clear violation of his vows.
Although he continued to share

Sasaki

the Nembutsu teachings and
wore priestly robes, he also got
married and had a family. Shin-
ran’s marriage and family life
were definitely not something
that monks were doing at that
time.

everyday problems of survival.
Even getting old, sick, and
yes, even death, are part of this
mundane world, yet through
self-reflection,  through the
Nembutsu teachings, we con-
sider what is really important

You don’t have to be a minister to reflect upon

Shinran’s words either. Are you so preoccupied with
the frivolous stuff that you forget about finding the
true self? Priest or lay person, we cannot escape this
mundane world. Even Shinran could not escape
this reality. Shinran lived a life in clear violation
of his vows. Although he continued to share the
Nembutsu teachings and wore priestly robes, he also
got married and had a family. Shinran’s marriage
and family life were definitely not something that
monks were doing at that time.

Shinran Shonin showed us
the way to live in this mundane
world.  And though Shinran
lived almost 750 years ago, we
are still plagued with the same

to us, and aspire to understand
and seek ultimate truths which
remain constant in spite of ever
changing conditions of our
mundane world.

Continued from Page 1

by warm, caring individuals
who selflessly gave their
time and energy to the tem-
ple community.

How lucky was I? How-
ever, sadly, I didn’t ap-
preciate this life situation.
Somehow, I felt entitled.
And unfortunately, chis
sense of entitlement has
carried on throughout my
life. Needless to say, this is
regrettable and embarrass-
ing to admit.

My parents, the late Rev.
LaVerne and Helen Sasaki
had a favorite Japanese
phrase, “okagesamade.”
It means that my life and
situation are only possible
because of countless people,
animals and other living
things. As an ordinary fool-
ish person, I'm only aware
of a tiny fraction of what
I've been given.

I started to study Bud-

dhism and Jodo Shinshu
more seriously in 2021,
when Rev. Dr. Kenji Aka-
hoshi asked me to become
a minister’s assistant at the
Buddhist Temple of San
Diego. Since then, I've felt
increasingly humbled by
our Nembutsu teachers and
teachings. At age 59, I'm
now an aspirant for Tokudo
in Japan in October.

Deep down, do I feel
accepted and worthy? Can
I confidently face loss
and uncertainties that are
around the corner? The
Buddha-Dharma and Jodo
Shinshu path can help us
resolve these questions. We
can come to realize how
rich and precious life is.

Our family decided to
give to Dharma Forward to
help ensure that more peo-
ple and future generations
are able to encounter the
teachings.  Okagesamade,
we’re fortunate to be able
to “give back” to a small
degree.
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The responses to the ques-
tion about being a member,
or supporter of a BCA temple
reflects that many have a long
history with a BCA temple.
Understanding  the  sample
population that responded to
the survey, 55% of respondents
grew up in a BCA temple and
continue to belong to those
temples or have joined another
BCA Sangha. Another 38%
are those who have “crossed
over” from other religious
faiths; some because of a family
member who is a Jodo Shinshu
follower and/or because of an
interest in Buddhism.

be similar or will they uncover
missing data points that may
inform a different direction for
the BCA?

For example, the sample
of respondents is missing
many younger members of our
sanghas. Will their responses
alter our understanding of the
importance of youth activities,
a greater interest in the social
impact and community out-
reach? Will the input from a
larger sample of those who have
found Jodo Shinshu Buddhism
also change the importance of
the Japanese cultural traditions
that we have within our temples
and churches? These are just a
few of the questions that arose
as | analyzed the data.

What the survey does

Attended a BCA temple as a child

Attended aBCA
40.9% child

Raised a Buddhist; relocated & found another BCA temple

Raised a
| S

relocated an...

Participate in services/events because of a family member 5.6%

Participate in
servicesjevents.

vis|lw|o|—

Raised in another religious practice; found Buddhism

because of a...
Raised in

28.2%)

Interested in Buddhism 4.3%) religous.

another

Interested in non-religious activities
(language, events, basketball, Japanese arts, martial arts, taiko)

Interested in

Select the activities that
are most important to you.

The survey sought to iden-
tify what is important to each
respondent. Key takeaways in-
cluded the following offerings
from our temples and churches:

* In-person Sunday services

* Community events (cul-

tural festivals)

* Special services (Hoonko,

Higan, Hanamatsuri,
Obon, Eitaikyo, Bodhi
Day, etc.)

e Buddhist education classes
e Funerals and Shotsuki/
memorial services

0.0% Buddhism
0%}
Interested in
Other 7.0%) activities...
(G
specify)

O% 10% 20% 3% 40% 5% GO%

uncover is the importance of
our Jodo Shinshu traditions:
hearing the Dharma from our
ministers regularly at in-person
Sunday services, and funerals
and memorial services, includ-
ing monthly Shotsuki services.
It also uncovers how much we
seek community.

Our institutions such as
Buddhist Women’s Associa-
tions, Dharma Schools, Adult
Buddhist Associations (ABA),
Jr. Young Buddhist Associ-
ations (YBA) provide a way
to promote the “belonging”
factor within our temples and
churches, an important aspect

86.1%]

| In-person Dharma Family Sunday services e
2 Online Dharma Family Sunday services | 264% —
3 Dharma School Sunday services & activities | 36.1%
4 Special Services (Hoonko, Higan, Hanamatsuri, Gotanye, Obon) 63.9%|
5 Shotsuki & Memorial services | 48.6%| “
6 Funerals | 41.7% [ |
7 Weddings | 18.1% ==
8 Jr. YBA activities | 15.3%
9 Buddhist Women's Association activities | 22.2% .
10 Adult Buddhist group/Senior Group activities | 25.0% —
|| |Life Enrichment Programs (cooking, crafts, sewing/knitting, etc) 23.6%) =
12 Karaoke 4.2%
13 Buddhist Education classes | 54.2%
14 Meditation Sessions | 15.3%
15 |Cultural learnings (calligraphy, taiko, ikebana, koto, gagaku, etc) | 26.4%|
16 Scouting | 11.1%)
17 Youth basketball 9.7%
18 Adult Social/Sports activities | 16.7%
19 Community events | 73.6%
20 Japanese language school | 16.7%
21 Benefit Golf Tournament 6.9%
22 Community Outreach | 26.4%)
23 Other 5.6%
As stated earlier in this of creating a culture of wel-
article, the survey provides coming. We often do not step

important data points for fu-
ture decisions for the BCA and
for each of our local temples
and churches. The survey also
points to the need for a more
rigorous survey to poll those
who did not respond to this
survey. Will those responses

back and see that the 125-year
history of BCA has allowed the
development and flourishing
of these organizations. And de-
spite the perspective that these
can become “exclusive” and not
“inclusive,” their presence is a
statement to our evolution as

an organization that has much
to look forward to in our shared
future.

Our Shared Future - BCA’s
Strategic Plan Update and a
Culture of Philanthropy

As we look forward to this
shared future, the current work
undertaken by the Vision and
Strategic Planning (VSP) Com-
mittee is setting the framework
for that future. John Arima, of
the Mountain View Buddhist
Temple, as VSP Chair, and
Andrea Chapman, of Ekoji
Buddhist Temple, as Vice
Chair, have been instrumental
in providing the leadership to
ensure that the Strategic Plan
update approved at this year’s
National Council Meeting is a
continuing conversation that
makes the plan a living docu-
ment.

Among the five priority
strategies is one that is import-
ant for our shared future. It is
to pursue financial capability.
The first goal within that strat-
egy is to: Establish fundraising
programs into perpetuity.

As the Dharma Forward
campaign is nearing its comple-
tion at the end of this year, the
success of establishing a robust
financial capability for BCA re-
quires the importance of having
a “culture of philanthropy” and
the systems to ensure that such a
culture is supported.

The Dharma Forward cam-
paign is the first step in affirm-
ing this culture of philanthropy.
We are sceing the fruits of the
campaign’s success in the many
projects and initiatives that have
been supported by Dharma For-
ward donations. The recent July
2025 letter headlined, “We’re So
Close...help us cross the finish
line!” summarizes those projects.

As of the end of July 2025,
we have received over $13
million in donations with less
than $2 million to go to meet
the campaign’s target of $15
million.

If you have not yet donated,
please consider joining the many
others who have pushed the
campaign to this milestone. And
if you have been a contributor
to the campaign, please consider
reinforcing BCA’s “Culture of
Philanthropy” with a pledge
donation before the end of the
year — that pledge offered over
your specified timeframe will
mean that your total pledge is
counted in the Dharma Forward
campaign totals. Pledge forms
are available by contacting
Michiko Inanaga at: minanaga@
beahgq.org.

Stay tuned for updates on the
various ways that your Dharma
Forward contributions are mak-
ing a difference across the BCA
and for your temple and church
in particular.

IBS MABS

Continued from Page 12

diverse educational contexts,
through distance education,
without students having the
added expense of moving to the
Bay Area.

The online course will pro-

vide students an opportunity to
deeply engage Buddhist history,
thought, texts, and practices
as a foundation for further
academic study at the doctoral
level or professional service
in a religious community, the
nonprofit sector or other areas.

The program is built on
a foundation of academic

Buddhist studies in a practi-
tioner-friendly  environment,
allowing for intellectual growth
connected to communities of
practice and vocation.
Interested parties are en-
couraged to reach out IBS Ad-
missions Director Rev. Gesshin
Greenwood at gesshin@shin-

ibs.edu.

Filmmaking

Continued from Page 5

the industry offers.

Glen Tao, the chair of
the BCA Film & Video
Committee, presented “Pho-
tography and Videography,”
a very practical and easy to
understand grounding in the
basics of filming.

This was an excellent
presentation for those ready
to take heed to the Ming
Lai’s encouragement to get
started. Tao covered the
crucial role that sound plays
in creating a satisfying mov-
ie-watching experience.

He discussed the im-
portance of composition,
thinking  carefully about

what is in the frame while
filming. Additionally, he dis-
cussed the emotional impact
that different kinds of shots
(long shots, medium shots,
closeups, etc.) can have in

conveying a filmmaker’s
vision. Topics like the im-
portance of camera stabili-
zation and how to effectively
use supporting footage to
create richer stories was also
covered. Tao’s presentation
tied together all of the topics
covered at the event and
provided beginners with a
highly approachable starting
point.

What the “Behind the
Scenes: an Insider Look Into
Movie Making” event made
clear is that the BCA con-
tains a deep well of Sangha
members who are skilled in
the various aspects of film-
making.

The hope is we discover
even more of this talent with
future events. It was difficult
to leave this event without
thinking that maybe Rev.
Harada’s dream of Jodo
Shinshu films being on the
big screen becomes a reality
soon.

Center of Buddhist Education | Living the Dharma Committee

Finding My Path as a
Young Adult With Cancer

Guest Speaker

Paul Daisuke Goodman

Creative Director,
Eight East Productions

diagnosis in 2016.

Paul Daisuke Goodman is the creative director at Eight East Productions
and the writer and director of the award-winning film, No No Girl. He is also
an editor at the popular online Buddhist school, Everyday Buddhist and has
contributed to publications such as Lion’s Roar and Pacific Citizen. Paul is a
three time cancer survivor and began making feature films after his initial

17 September 2025

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM PT

Virtual via Zoom

Please register to receive the link =

@BCA coe

Life of Gratitude

Register Today!

bit.ly/1td0917

https://www.pabt.org/pabtcarshow2025

A Palo Alto Buddhist Temple Fundraiser

CAR SHOW 25

Saturday, September 20, 2025
10:00 am - 2:00 pm
FREE TO THE PUBLIC
Palo Alto Buddhist Temple | 2751 Louis Road, Palo Alto

LIVE MUSIC - TAIKO PERFORMANCE BY TAIKOSOBA
BONSAI DISPLAYS & DEMONSTRATIONS
GRANDMA'S TREASURES IN ISSEI HALL (ANTIQUES, CLOTHING, ARTS & MORE)
DOG ADOPTION EVENT (12:00-2:00 PM) - SUMMER RAFFLE DRAWING (AT 2:00 PM)
FOOD & DRINK AVAILABLE FOR SALE INCLUDING SHAVE ICE

FEATURED CARS ON DISPLAY
CLASSIC CARS - EXOTIC SPORTS CARS - HOT RODS - MUSCLE CARS
JDM TUNER CARS - CLASSIC ASIAN & EUROPEAN IMPORTS
ELECTRIC & EXPERIMENTAL CARS
CAMPER/VAN CONVERSIONS - OVERLANDERS - DUNE BUGGIES

ALL MAKES AND MODELS ARE WELCOME
Registration: $35 per car (Donation)

Event information and registration:
Eric.quock@gmail.com
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