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Grateful Crane Ensemble performers, from left, Merv Maruyama, Keiko Kawashima, Haruye loka and Ping Wu, perform the BCA-commission
“Living Gratitude” at the National Council Meeting banquet in Sacramento in 2024. (Courtesy of Catherine Fujimori)

BCSF, San Jose to Host Grateful Crane Shows

Ensemble’s ‘Living Gratitude’ Is Musical Journey Celebrating BCA’s 125 Years

By Julie Yumi Hatta
Buddhist Church of San Francisco
and Adrienne Reiko Iwanaga
San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin

The acclaimed Grateful Crane
Ensemble will present a musical
program titled “Living Gratitude”
— a celebration of BCA’s 125-year
history — at one Bay District and
one Coast District temple.

Living Gratitude” will be pre-
sented at the Buddhist Church of
San Francisco on Saturday, Nov.
15, and at the San Jose Buddhist
Church Betsuin’s on Sunday, Nov.
16.

Prices for both performances are
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the same: $50 for pre-ordered bento
lunch and show, $25 for show only,
and free to youth 18 and under. San
Francisco has a shuttle bus option
from the Japan Center parking lot.

The performances are made pos-
sible by a grant from BCA’s Dhar-

ma Forward. For more information
about Dharma Forward, go to: bit.

ly/4nsmfNg
“It’s 125 years of BCA history
told through captivating story-

telling and the singing of favorite
Japanese, American and Buddhist
songs,” said the show’s writer, Soji
Kashiwagi, the Executive Producer
for the Los Angeles-based Grateful
Crane Ensemble.

“The show is seen through the
eyes of the Yamashita family as we
follow their Jodo Shinshu journey
through pre-war life on the farm,
life in camp and the difficult life
they lived after camp, where they
stayed in Buddhist church hostels
and struggled to rebuild their lives
and temples after the war.”

The Grateful Crane Ensemble
was founded in 2001 to inspire

Continued on Page 13

Mourning
for America

Editor’s note: Rev. Blayne Higa is the min-
ister of the Kona Hongwanji Buddhist Temple
in Kealakekua on the Big Island of Hawaii and
serves as Director of the Buddhist Study Center
in Honolulu. The following is the full text of
his Dharma message on Sept. 14. The Wheel
of Dharma is reprinting the message with Rev.
Higa’s permission.

By Rev. Blayne Higa
Kona Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple

Good  morning. I
stand before you with a
heavy heart. Earlier this
week, we witnessed yet
another act of political

Rev. Blayne Higa

Continued on Page 10

Why We Support

Dharma Forward

Editor’s note: The Dharma Forward cam-
paign needs your support to reach its goal of $15
million. To underscore the campaign’s impor-
tance, the BCA Endowment Foundation asked
Sangha members why they are choosing to support
Dharma Forward. The following testimonial is
from Jim Pollard and Janis Hirohama, Orange
County Buddhist Church (OCBC) members
since 2006. Both have served on the OCBC
Board of Directors and are certified Minister’s
Assistants. Hirohama is currently a student at
IBS.To donate, go to bea.kindful.com

By Jim Pollard and Janis Hirohama
Orange County Buddhist Church

From long ago to the present day, the
genuine Dharma has been transmitted by a

Continued on Page 11

2026 FBWA Conference Set in SD

By Ralph Honda
Wheel of Dharma Correspondent

“To Remember As We Build
For Tomorrow” is the theme for
the Federation Buddhist Women’s
Association (FBWA) 48th National
Conference.

The conference will take place
Oct. 2-4, 2026, at the DoubleTree
Hotel in San Diego, California.
The theme’s Japanese translation is
“Kako wo Omoi, Asu wo Hiraku.”

The Southern District Buddhist
Women’s Association (SDBWA)
extends an invitation to women of
the BWA chapters, temple Sanghas,
including men, to attend the confer-

ence.

Rev. Dr.
Kenji Aka-
hoshi, BCA

Minister Emer-
itus and former
resident minis-
ter of the Bud-
dhist  Temple
of San Diego,
will deliver the keynote address in
English. Rev. Yuika Hasebe, Rimban
(chief minister) of the Honpa Hong-
wanji Hawaii Betsuin in Honolulu,
will be the Japanese keynote speaker.

Presented biannually, the con-
ference will bring together 300

Rev. Yuika Hasabe

Continued on Page 13

$15,000,000

Raised

E 4$13,195,323

As of Aug. 31, 2025, the Dharma Forward campaign
has raised 87.97% of its $15 million goal. (Courtesy of
BCAEF)
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

For 75 Years, Something Wonderful and Great Has Been Transmitted

Editor’s note: This article is
based on the speech that Bishop
Rev. Marvin Harada gave at
the BCA’s Southern District Jr.
Young Buddhist League (YBL)
conference banquet on Aug. 30
at the Kelloge West Conference
Center and Hotel ar California
State Polytechnic University,
Pomona, in Pomona, Califor-
nia. The Wheel of Dharma is
reprinting the edited transcript
of the speech with the permission
of Rev. Harada.

By Rev. Marvin Harada
Bishop of the BCA

There is the possibility
— for some of you Jr. Young
Buddhist League (YBL) mem-
bers here tonight — that your
great-grandparents could have
attended the first conference
in 1950.

It is also very likely that
your grandparents might have
attended and it is very, very
likely that your parents or one
of your parents attended.

It is even possible that your
parents met either at this YBL
conference or in a different
district or at their local tem-
ple, and that you have your life
today because of that encoun-
ter. | met my own wife from
our local temple in Eastern
Oregon, the Idaho-Oregon
Buddhist Temple.

I started serving at the Or-
ange County Buddhist Church
(OCBC) as a minister in 1986.

Bishop Rev. Marvin Harada addresses the 75th Southern District Jr. Young
Buddhist League conference on Aug. 30 at Cal Poly Pomona. The decorations
represent dust balls from the Studio Ghibli classic, “My Neighbor Totoro.”

(Courtesy of Rev. Kory Quon)

I remember very vividly that
Cindie Nishimoto Nishida,
Jeffrey’s mother, was the
chairperson of the conference
that OCBC hosted in 1988,
and she did a terrific job.
Now, her son, Jeffrey, is the
outgoing President of South-
ern District (SD) Jr. YBL.

Shortly after I became a
minister at OCBC and in
the Southern District, Rev.
George Matsubayashi handed
over the role of ministerial
adviser for the Jr. YBL to me.
He had done it for 16 years or
more. I did it for something
like 15 or 16 years as well, and
it was a real joy to be a part of
the YBL program.

Over the years, as a

minister, I have conducted
weddings for young couples
who met through YBL. Their
bridesmaids and groomsmen
were their friends from YBL.
Their wedding receptions were
like mini YBL conferences.

I have also conducted fu-
nerals and memorial services
for many of the grandparents
and parents of Jr. YBL mem-
bers over those many years as
well.

Believe it or not, I can
remember when Rev. Kory
Quon, the Resident Minister
at the Venice Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple, was in the
YBL. Rev. Kory’s wife, Kim,
was SD Jr. YBL President. To

see him as a minister now is a

‘Something Changed Within Me’

By Rev. Harry Gyoko Bridge
Buddhist Church of Oakland

I was recently reminded of
a conversation I had during
my Tokudo ordination train-
ing session in 2004.

I was in my early 30s and
studying at Ryukoku Univer-
sity in Kyoto after graduation
from the Institute of Buddhist
Studies (IBS) in Berkeley,
California. Most of my room-
mates were in their 20s and
were from temple families. It
was a few days into the 10-day
session and we had been grad-
ually getting to know each
other. They found out that
I had been a musician, but
left to study Buddhism and
become a minister. Several of
them were wondering what
I was thinking because they
had to become ministers, but

wanted to do other things!

I don’t think I had a good
answer at the time. But think-
ing about it now, it makes me
think back even further to
1995 — 30 years ago.

I was still living in Mas-
sachusetts and, at some point
over the summer, I decided to
quit my band Jiggle the Han-
dle and move to California to
attend IBS. It didn’t happen
in a vacuum, of course. The
band wasn’t doing too well
— we had difficulty finding
the right drummer and not so
many people were coming to
the shows. But my interest in
Buddhism was also deepening.

As 1 mentioned in my
“Coffee Dharma” article in
the November 2023 Wheel of
Dharma, I had spent a couple
of years scouring bookstores
(both new and used) for books
on Buddhism.

I remember one gig, in
particular, at a club called the
Living Room in Providence,
Rhode Island. If you were
in a band, you had to arrive
around 7 p.m. to load in your
equipment, then do a sound-
check (if you were lucky),
then wait another couple of
hours until showtime, which

was never earlier than 10 p.m.
and often later.

I had been to a bookstore
earlier in the day and could
hardly wait for my soundcheck
to end so I could go back to
the car and sit and read my
new book.

I used to live to play mu-
sic. Now, I lived to investigate
and explore Buddhism. I
remember mentioning to my
guitarist later that night that I
was thinking about leaving the
band and he understood — he
could see a change in me.

So what changed? Ob-
viously, my priorities had
changed. Music was the only
thing that I had really loved
ever since childhood and,

a way, I was living my dream
playing in a band.

But the dream changed.
As much as I loved music and
playing, I was also very inse-
cure. I was almost completely
self-taught and I knew that
there was a lot about music
that I didn’t know. I also
realized that I was just playing
other people’s music. I had
never written a complete song

by myself. But Buddhism was

Continued on Page 8

wonderful thing.

To see people like Michiko
Inanaga, who was also SD Jr.
YBL President years ago, now
working for the BCA is also
very gratifying. Michiko’s
husband, Glenn Inanaga, who
I believe was SD Jr. YBL Vice
President when she was SD
Jr. YBL President, is the BCA
President-elect and will take
office next year.

The Southern  District
continued strongly for
From the YBL, we

has
75 years.

have come to receive minis-
ters, BCA presidents, temple
presidents, Dharma School
teachers, leaders and dedicated
members.

Something has been trans-
mitted over those 75 years.
Something has been handed
down from one generation to
the next generation.

I once watched a wonderful
music video by the amazing
cellist, Yo-Yo Ma, in which

Continued on Page 14
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Linking and De-linking: Moving BCA Into the Future

By Steven Terusaki
BCA President

Writing this column
monthly for the Wheel
of Dharma is something
I both dread but find
exhilarating to have a
platform to acknowledge
and convey the exciting
efforts that are happen-
ing around the BCA.

As I wrote in June 2024, being in the President’s
position offers a unique perspective on how all these
efforts are interrelated.

The question that I often hear is, “What does
BCA do for me?” I hope that turning to Page 3 of
the Wheel of Dharma and reading my articles will
offer readers deeper insights into the valuable efforts
that are being undertaken to make a difference for
each and every one of us within our local temples
and churches, and the larger communities which we
are a part of.

As I travel around the BCA, I am heartened to
know that the President’s Message is having an in-
fluence in the discourse of “What does BCA do for
me?”

Linking BCA's Strategic Plan Update to Dharma
Forward

In this month’s message, I bring forth two initia-
tives that have been at the forefront of my agenda as
BCA President. These two efforts are foundational
to the future of BCA:

e Strategic Plan Update and;

* Dharma Forward campaign.

Both efforts have achieved significant successes
and are now positioned to make a demonstrable
effort to execute on the action steps to fulfill an
exciting future for BCA. The Vision and Strategic
Planning effort has provided:

Our updated Mission Statement:

The mission of BCA is to share

the Shin Buddbist teachings of wisdom and com-
passion

to enable all to live a meaningful and fulfilled life
of gratitude.

And our updated Vision Statement:
BCA envisions that Shin Buddhbism is
a flourishing tradition that shares
the teachings through
an engaging ministry where inclusive
communities cultivate
peace, understanding, and compassion for everyone.

The plan identifies five priorities to execute so
that the BCA can move to the vision stated above.
Within each priority area are specific strategies that
identify the actions required to implement each
strategy.

PRIORITIES

STRATEGIES ACTIONS/ RESULTS

Temple/Church website updates
assist
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Create endowments to generate
sustainable revenue for future
organizational needs

Provide financial support to
remove obstacles to attend in-
person sessions

VY
Dharma, Forward”g:
|

TL

ontinuing education

Invest in formal leadership
programs for emergining temple
and BCA leaders

It is at this nexus where specific strategies require
funding that the Dharma Forward campaign can step
forward to provide the monies needed to execute on
the strategies.

As seen in the diagram, executing on the action
plan requires investment dollars. It is this link be-
tween the strategic plan and the Dharma Forward
campaign that we can see the direct impact that
Dharma Forward’s generous donations can make to
ensure the future of the BCA.

Currently under discussion are a few initiatives
and action Items where the strategic plan has defined
a need and Dharma Forward is providing the dollars
to meet that need.

Priority Area Strategy Action
Ministerial Support ministers’ continuing Provide funding for travel to allow temples to
Development education send ministers to CBE continuing ed sessions

atthe JSC

Organizational
Development

Develop a common platform for
member data

Invest and Implement in a new CRM system

Financial
Capability

Organizational
Development

Invest Dharma Forward monies to create
endowments for sources of recurring revenue

Create special purpose funds to
support BCA

Develop lay leadership at all
levels in the organization

Invest in a formal program of leadership
development for identified new leaders at the
temples/churches and within the BCA, its
committees & affiliated organizations

De-Linking Census From Dues Assessments:
Let's Focus on Membership Growth

Let’s now turn to the topic of “De-linking.” A
significant impediment to our ability to add to our
membership at the local temple and church level
has been the disincentive created by the direct link
between census and the amount of dues to be paid
to BCA.

In our current approach for supporting the na-
tional BCA budget, increasing numbers of members
at the local temple and church level has a concomi-
tant result of increasing the amount of dues assessed
to that temple or church.

The current approach is a mathematical way to
distribute the annual monetary support to the BCA
based on a prorata share of a temple and church’s
membership over the entire national membership
count. Sounds fair and simple, right?

On the surface, it has worked for more than a
couple of decades. However, the unintended conse-

Continued on Page 14

FDSTL Awards Nitta Scholarships to Two High School Graduates

Awardees Are Jacqueline Aochi of San Jose and Jeffrey Nishida of OCBC; Nishida Is Featured This Month

Editor’s note: The BCA and
FDSTL work to support our
young adults, aspiring ministers
and current minister’s continu-
ing education. Through your
generous support of the Fred and
Helen Nitta scholarship fund,
the Dharma Forward campaign
and our SFAP scholarship funds,
we are able to help members of
our Jodo Shinshu community
realize their dreams.

By Darlene Bagshaw
FDSTL Nitta Scholarship
Chairperson

In the continued spirit of
the Nitta family, the Federation
of Dharma School Teachers’
League (FDSTL) awarded two
$750 Fred and Helen Nitta
scholarships for 2025.

Fred Nitta nurtured the em-
bodiment of the Jodo Shinshu
teachings in the young adults
of the Watsonville Buddhist
Temple through the discussion
groups he led at the temple.
Those involved with Fred and
Helen Nitta speak highly of
their deep connection to their
temple and practice of the
teachings, but more important,
the impact the Nittas had on
transferring this passion to the
young adults. Upon their 25th
wedding Fred

anniversary,
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Jeffrey Nishida, of the Orange County Buddhist Church, is a 2025 Fred and
Helen Nitta Scholarship Award recipient. He will be attending the Arizona
State University, where he plans to major in Real Estate and Applied Finance.
(Courtesy of Jeffrey Nishida)

and Helen Nitta established a
scholarship to honor and give

recognition  to outstanding
Buddhist youth.

The two awardees for 2025
are Jeffrey Nishida of the Or-
ange County Buddhist Church
(OCBC) and Jacqueline Ao-

chi of the San Jose Buddhist
Church Betsuin.

The selection was a challenge
for the scholarship committee
as all of our applicants were
outstanding academics, and
contributors to their temples

and communities. This month,
we feature Mr. Jeffrey Nishida.

recovery. His perseverance and
gratitude in life extend far be-
yond the basketball court.

At OCBC, he obtained his
Eagle Scout award, but con-
tinued to assist others in their
efforts. Beyond the temple, he
served on the Southern District
Jr. Young Buddhist League

“Through my experiences, I have come to
understand the true meaning of impermanence.
Buddbism teaches that clinging to the past or
fearing change only leads to suffering, but by
embracing the present moment, we can find
peace and gratitude. My uncle’s passing taught
me to appreciate the beauty in change and the
importance of every fleeting moment.”

— Jeffrey Nishida, Orange County Buddhist Church,
and 2025 Fred and Helen Nitta Scholarship Award
recipient

Jeffrey Nishida graduated
from Gretchen Whitney High
School in Cerritos with an
impressive list of honors and
AP classes beginning from his
freshman year.

Jeffrey was also captain of his
basketball teams, including the
varsity team, despite suffering
a severe dislocation requiring
surgery and an eight-month

(YBL) cabinet.

As Southern District Jr. YBL
President, he shared his inspira-
tion and energy working with
his team to balance multiple
projects and execute all with
remarkable attention to detail.

For his essay, he shared what
Buddhist lesson or teaching

Continued on Page 11
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Donate to BCA Social Welfare Fund

By Rick Oishi
Orange County Buddhist Church

Disasters and needs are
common partners and we are
grateful to the first respond-
ers, organizations and people
who take action to provide
compassion and hope at a
critical time for survival or
well-being.

Did you know that the
BCA’s Social Welfare Com-
mittee (SWC) actively par-
ticipates in programs to help
people affected by disasters
and programs to improve
lives in our society? All BCA
members can appreciate the
commitment of SWC to re-
spond to incidents that impact
the lives of our Sangha and
communities, and we need
your help.

SWC has contributed aid
to wildfire relief in California
and Lahaina, to areas affected
by floods and tornadoes in
the United States, to areas hit
by earthquakes in Japan and
around the world, to the needs
of the displaced Ukrainians
and to the unhoused.

We have helped serve
meals to the hungry, espe-
cially children and animals,
supported classroom needs in
Nepal, creating a safe space
for women and children, and
addressed the need for medical
attention. The SWC is com-
mitted to promoting the sus-
tainability of Earth through
programs focused on recycling
and waste management.

The work and impact of
SWC is Jodo Shinshu Bud-

dhism in action.

We often wonder how we
can help and who to contact.
The SWC is designed to ad-
dress or mitigate deprivation
of basic human needs. Let
SWC help you by pooling
resources to support various
disaster relief and needs
programs. Your contribution
is meaningful and we can
accumulate donations to make
a difference. Be an active part
of SWC’s distribution of aid.

Let’s ensure that SWC can
spread some care, compassion
and hope.

SWC is not funded by
BCA. Many members believe
that paying membership dues
or donating to BCA includes
money to SWC. This is not the
case. The funds are generated
through direct contributions
from BCA members to SWC.

We thank you for your
past support and seek your
continued support. For oth-
ers, we invite you to join the
BCA Sangha in responding to
the many disasters and needs
in our society. We seek your
generosity and a chance.

Please send your contribu-
tions to BCA, SWC through
the website, BCA’s dedicated
donation page: bit.ly/46La-

gEU or by mail. Consider
setting up a recurring con-
tribution to support ongoing
initiatives.

Accessing the QR code
provides additional SWC
information.

A request letter from SWC
will arrive in the next few
weeks.

We kindly request that you
refrain from discarding the
letter, but instead consider
making a contribution.

How can we help each
other improve? We must be
caring and giving.

Let the SWC letter guide
you.
Still thinking? Please watch
the YouTube SWC video at:
bit.ly/47QfRLe

In gassho,

SWC  Committee  article
submitted by Rick QOishi for
SWC  Committee  members:
Nadine Kakimoto, Chair; Jeff
Kawahara, Kelsey Asato, Glenn
Inanaga, Steve Terusaki, Brad-
ley Menda, Allan Yamashiro,
Arleen Miya, Darlene Bagshaw,
Gregg Sera, John Inge, Koichi
Sayano,  Peggy  Okabayashi,
Rick Oishi, Rev. Marvin Ha-
rada, Rev. Gregory Gibbs, and
Rev. Yuki Sugahara.

-
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DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know that the Northwest Minyo
Kai is a new group dedicated to preserving,
performing and promoting Minyo (Japa-
nese folk music and dance) in the Pacific
Northwest?

Made up of musicians from around the
Seattle area, including members of Seattle
Betsuin Buddhist Temple and Tacoma
Buddhist Temple, the group performed at
Bon Odori festivals in the BCA’s Northwest

BCA Music

The group can be found on Instagram @
nwminyokai

Northwest Minyo Kai members are shown at left in a
group photo at the Seattle Betsuin’s Obon festival in
July. (Courtesy of Tyler Moriguchi)

‘Dial the Dharma’ for Enlightening Messages

800-817-7918

Press 1 for English, Press 2 for Japanese, Press 3 for Spanish.

To Remember As We
Build For Tomorrow

BEZERBN BHE%Z <

"Kako wo Omoi, Asu wo Hiraku"

~

BCA FBWA Conference

DoubleTree by Hilton San Diego, CA - Mission Valley
7450 Hazard Center Drive

BCA: Center for Buddhist Education Presents:
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DEATH: JODO SHINSHU
DOCTRINE & RITUALS

Jodo Shinshu Center 2140 Durant A
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REV KIYONOBU
KUWAHARA

Program Director at the Jodo
Shinshu International Office.
Supervising minister of Marin &
Berkeley Buddhist Temples.
“Jodo Shinshu Rituals”

DR MARK BLUM

Professor of Buddhist Studies
and shinjo Ito Distinguished
Chair in Japanese studies at
uc Berke|ey.
“Never Die Alone”

$50 IN-PERSON / $30 ONLINE

REGISTRATION & INFO:
https:/ /tinyurl.com /JodoDeath

O BCA SENIOR YOUNG %
> : BUDDHIST ASSIOCATION
° d° o a nationwide young adult

buddhist organization
focused on...

building community and acting as
role models to younger Buddhists

sharing and co-creating

J : g % values and knowledge

3 spreading Dharma and applying
Buddhist teachings to our daily lives

WE WELCOME
PEOPLE 16-24 WHO
HAVE ANY
EXPERIENCE OR
INTEREST IN JODO
SHINSHU BUDDHISM!

ry
> 4




OCTOBER 2025

WHEEL OF DHARMA

PAGE 5

At the Los Angeles Buddhist Temple Coordinating Council (LABCC) summer camp in July and August, a play was featured based on the famous Buddhist parable, “River of Fire, River of Water,” also known
as “The Two Rivers and a White Path.” At left, travelers are pursued by wild beasts and bandits. At right. the travelers cross over the white path between the rivers and fire and water. (Photos courtesy of Glen

Tao)

At left, the crowd of campers gather for the special presentation of the parable, “River and Fire, River of Water.” At right, the 12- and 13-year-old boys and girls are recognized for the presentation.

At LABCC Summer Camp, Students Learn Buddhist Parable Lessons

Campers’ Journey
Is Like Crossing

the ‘River of Fire,
River of Water’

Editor’s note: The following
article by Rev. Ellen Hamada
Crane of the Orange County
Buddhist Church (OCBC) origi-
nally ran in OCBC’s newsletter,
Korin. The Wheel of Dharma is
reprinting Rev. Crane’s article
with her permission.

By Rev. Ellen Hamada Crane
Orange County Buddhist Church

The Los Angeles Buddhist
Temple Coordinating Council
(LABCC) has been conduct-
ing a special Buddhist summer
youth program for 70 years
where campers ages 8 through
13 enjoy nature, engage in
meaningful activities, create
lifelong memories with their
fellow participants and learn a
little Buddhism.

LABCC is a consortium of
temples in Southern California
consisting of many Buddhist
traditions, including our BCA
Southern District temples,
Higashi Honganji, Zenshuji
(Zen), Koyasan (Shingon) and
Nichiren. This year’s camp
had 120 campers, almost an
equal number of staff, and was
held again at Camp Morning
Star in the nearby San Ber-
nardino National Forest.

This year’s theme, “The
Three Treasures: Buddha,
Dharma, Sangha,” brought
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The LABCC has been conducting a special Buddhist summer youth program
for 70 years for teenage campers. This year’s camp had 120 campers, almost
an equal number of staff, and was held again at Camp Morning Star in the San
Bernardino National Forest.

together a dedicated group of
ministerial staff who guided
and supported the campers
throughout the week.

I had ministerial duties
to conduct classes and lead a
morning service. One of the
groups I was assigned to was
the 12- and 13-year-old boys

and girls — 26 energetic and
rambunctious campers.
We practiced and per-

formed a play based on the
famous parable “River of Fire,
River of Water,” also known
as “The Two Rivers and a
White Path,” written 1,400
years ago by Chinese Master
Shan Tao, one of the seven
masters revered by our found-
er Shinran Shonin.

The parable is about
a traveler who is heading
westward and encounters an
angry, surging river of water
to the north and a river of

leaping fire to the south. Each
river is bottomless in depth
and stretches to the horizon.

Between the two rivers is a
narrow white path to the op-
posite bank. From behind, the
traveler suddenly hears wild
beasts and bandits approach-
ing who will try to kill him.
He faces death at every turn
and, in despair, he realizes he
is doomed.

The traveler contemplates
his situation and says, “If
I turn back, I will die. If I
remain here or try to cross the
river, I will also die. I have
no choice but to cross on the
path and go forward. Since
the path exists, it surely must
be possible to walk across it!”

The traveler then hears
a voice from his side of the
rivers on the eastern bank en-
couraging him to go forward
saying, “Oh traveler, be firm

in your resolution to cross
over on the white path, and
you will slip the clutches of
death! But if you tarry where
you are, you will surely die!”

Then from the western
bank, he hears another voice,
“Oh traveler, with singleness
of mind and right attention,
go forward at once; I will
protect you! Do not be afraid
of falling into the perils of fire
or water!”

Hearing these words, the
traveler resolves singlemind-
edly to hasten forward and
reaches the western bank,
where he is safe and finds
good friends.

and fire represent the chal-
lenges we face within our-
selves, what we know as the
Three Poisons: greed, anger
and ignorance.

The raging water rep-
resents our insatiable greed
and the leaping flames of the
fire is our anger. Ignorance
comes from the fact that we
are unaware that these poi-
sons are constantly working
within us. We all agreed that
our life challenges sometimes
feel as insurmountable as the
rivers of fire and water of the
parable.

Next, the campers learned
that the wild beasts and ban-

The beasts and bandits try to reassure the traveler
that they mean them no harm, and they are like
the false promises of those who want to lead us
astray, telling us happiness comes from pursuits
like fame, fortune, status and prestige. From the
western bank comes the voice of Amida Buddba,
who symbolizes the wisdom and compassion that
awaits when we take the path across. There we

find Dharma friends and a life of awakening.

The campers enthusias-
tically rehearsed their play,
using props I brought, props
they gathered and masks they
made. The next day, they
performed the play wonder-
fully for the whole camp at
morning service. A discussion
of the meaning of the parable
followed.

I explained that the water

dits represent the difficulties
we encounter outside of
ourselves, the many obstacles
and distractions we face from
the world around us. Like the
traveler, we sometimes feel
there is no hope in escaping
from these conditions.

And yet, the voice from the

Continued on Page 10
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At left, the BCA’s Buddhist Youth Retreat (BYR) summer class poses for a group photo at the Jodo Shinshu Center (JSC) in Berkeley, California. In front row, from left, are: Ryan Matsumoto (San Jose),

Cole Patterson (San Mateo), George Fujii (Stockton), Gus Carballar (San Mateo), Trevor Sasaki (OCBC), Hajime Nist (Oregon) and Taijo Okamura (Oxnard). In back row, from left, are: Graham Bennett
(Sacramento), Kyle Sasaki (OCBC), Kiyoshi Okamura (Oxnard), Hirotoshi Okamura (Oxnard), Hieu Moriguchi (Seattle), Noemi Weinsheimer (Seattle), Mylee Neuschafe (San Luis Obispo) and Mariya Slavich
(Sacramento). CBE Youth Coordinator Koichi Mizushima is shown at top right. At right, Weinsheimer and Neuschafe, in the foreground, sing along during karaoke. In back are, from left, Ryan Matsumoto,
Mariya Slavich and Kiyoshi Okamura. (Photos courtesy of Ellie Mizushima and Koichi Mizushima)

Seattle Teen Reflects on BYR — and What Makes It So Special

By Noemi Weinsheimer
Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple

My name is Noemi, I am 17
and am from the Seattle Betsuin
Buddhist Temple.

If someone had told me the
BCA’s Buddhist Youth Retreat
(BYR) was going to be a highlight
of my summer, I wouldn’t have
believed you.

The conversations, lessons
and, most important, the friend-
ships I made at the BYR this
summer were unique and special.

My junior year of high school
was rough, to say the least. I had
to get multiple surgeries and
missed a lot of school. I tore
my ACL and had complications
from the first procedure, which
ended my high school athletic
career.

Grappling with the fact that
I won’t get to play my senior
soccer season combined with

Okamura and Mariya Slavich.

being physically unwell for the
winter and spring this year took
a toll on me.

Going into the summer, I
was burnt out and not feeling
like myself.

BYR gave me the space to

Weinsheimer is shown with her new friends at the BYR summer ses.

take a break, reflect on my situa-
tion and allowed me to view ev-
erything going on in a new light.
Allowing students to leave for a
week and giving them teachings
that they can apply to any event
that arises is huge.

IBS MORNING
“OJINJO”

SERVICE

TUESDAYS-THURSDAYS AT 7 AM IN
KODO OF JODO SHINSHU CENTER

TYPE IN “IBS OJINJO” ON YOUTUBE OR:

FOR IN PERSON OR ZOOM LINK,
PLEASE CONTACT REV. MIYAJI

READ POSTS FOR LATEST UPDATES ON

IBS

INSTITUTE OF
BUDDHIST
STUDIES

support the BCA

Honor Tradition,

Build the Future

Questions: donateebcahq.org or 415-634-7114
Send donations made out to BCA Endowment Foundation to 2140 Durant Ave., Berkeley, CA 94704

Scan Me!

Being a teen Jodo Shinshu
Buddhist is rare. Now I am con-
nected with 14 teenagers who I
share this part of my identity.
Through a week of laughing,
talking and chanting, the bonds
that were formed are unlike any
others I've made.

My energy shift from before
to after the retreat was not only
noticeable to me, but also to the
people around me.

FRIENDS
RETREAT

sion. Above, she and Neuschafe are all smiles. At right, she is shown at right with, from left, Taijo

Teenagers having to navigate
social, academic and other
sectors of their lives is difficult.
Providing a place where we can
feel safe and open to sharing our
feelings with each other is so im-
portant — and the way in which
BYR does it is unmatched.

I am so grateful for the op-
portunity to go to BYR and look
forward to keeping in touch with
my new friends.

NOV 28 - 30
2025

Jodo Shinshu Center. 2140 Durant Ave,
Berkeley CA 94704

Ages 15 - 25 welcome. If you were a
past BYR participant, or would just
like to learn more about Buddhism
and have a great time making new
friends, please register below!

REG & MORE INFO:

bit.ly/BYRFALL
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Scenes From Buddhist Youth Retreat Summer Session
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At left, Mylee Neuschafer (San Luis Obispo) is flanked by her parents, Weston and Erica Neuschafer, at the start of the BYR summer session. At right, Rimban Rev. Yuki Sugahara, in his presentation on
martial arts and Buddhism, leads the group in several exercises. (Photos courtesy of Ellie Mizushima and Brian Koichi Mizushima)

BUDDHIST CHURCHES OF AMERICA
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1710 OCTAVIA STREET

JODO SHINSHU HONGWANJI-HA, NORTH AMERICA DISTRICT
F] [ON 4Ada OFFICE

At left, Hirotoshi Okamura (Oxnard) performs oshoko, or the act of offering incense. At center, the students practice sutra chanting three times a day as well as the basics on Onajin etiquette. At right, the
group, on a trip to San Francisco, visits the BCA headquarters in San Francisco’s Japantown.

At left, Hieu Moriguchi (Seattle) hugs Cole Patterson (San Mateo). At center, Patterson shows his Amida Buddha tie-dyed T-shirt in the coudyérd of th B_erkeley Buddhist Templé. At fighf, the group posés in
front of Aquarium of the Bay at San Francisco’s Pier 39.
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At left, from left, Kyle Sasaki (OCBC), Hajime Nist (Oregon), Gus Caballar (San Mateo), George Fujii (Stockton) and Trevor Sasaki (OCBC) have fun performing full-throated singing during karaoke. At center,
Mariya Salvich (Sacramento) presents CBE Youth Coordinator Brian Koichi Mizushima with a 2025 BYR T-shirt signed by all of the students. At right, the students pose for a group photo after they received
their certficates of completion and a shikisho.

‘Dial the Dharma’ for Enlightening Messages

800-817-7918

Press 1 for English, Press 2 for Japanese, Press 3 for Spanish
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BCA Ministers Fuken Held in Lodi

The Northern California District Ministers Association hosted the BCA Ministers Fuken in Lodi, California, on Aug. 19-21.
In addition to the business meeting, the ministers gathered for a series of lectures concentrating on aspects of Clinical
Pastoral Education. Lectures and case review studies by Rev. Dr. Elias Burgos, Manager of the Spiritual Care Department
of South Sacramento Kaiser Permanente, encouraged the ministers to examine their own grief and bereavement and how
that informs them while working with temple and community members. Additional lectures by Professor Naoki Nabeshima
of Ryukoku University provided doctrinal background on Shinran Shonin’s approach to grief and bereavement. At top, the
BCA ministers gather for a group photo. Bottom left, the BCA ministers conduct the business meeting. Bottom right, Rev.
Dr. Elias Burgos addresses the ministers on grief and bereavement. (Photos courtesy of Catherine Fujimori and Rev.

Michael Endo)

Rev. Bridge

Continued from Page 2

something interesting — fas-
cinating — that I could study
and learn about. And the
learning wasn’t just intellectu-
al, it was about life and how
to live it.

I actually had a non-band
related experience around the
same time: I remember sitting
on my parentss bed with a
copy of the Pacific World,
the journal of the Institute
of Buddhist Studies that a
friend’s mother had given me
a few years earlier when I first
got interested.

At that time, the articles
were too difficult for me, but
this time, I opened to the in-
side cover and read a descrip-
tion of the IBS. The first line
I read said something about
IBS being a graduate school
for studying Buddhism and
I thought, “That’s what grad
school is for! It’s to study stuff
you are interested in from
teachers that know about the
subject. That’s what I want to
do — go to grad school and
study Buddhism!”

I kept reading and saw that
it was also a seminary for min-
istry, and I realized, “That’s
what I want to do — I don’t
want to be a professor, I want
to be a minister!”

I remember not just the
thoughts, but an almost phys-
ical feeling inside myself like
something turning inside me.
It actually happened twice,
once for each realization.

Looking back at these
experiences, it makes me wish
I could make similar things
happen to other people. But I
can’t. Because, first, everyone
is different. We each have our
own circumstances, our own
experiences and dare I say it,
our own karma. The way I got
into Buddhism is only one of
myriad possibilities.

Second, we aren’t supposed
to fit some mold coming from
a certain background and
becoming some single, easily
defined ideal. Instead, in Shin
Buddhism, we become our
foolish selves. We don’t have
to try and be something we are
not.

And, third, I didn’t make
it happen to myself. It was
something much bigger than

myself. It was my friend and
his mother who helped ignite
my initial interest. It was the
Institute of Buddhist Studies
and everyone involved that
resulted in that journal being
read and that shift happening
inside me.

It was even my band —
seemingly unrelated and yet
such a huge part of my life
and a part of the process of my
embarkation on the Nembutsu
path. Looking back now, I can
see that ultimately it was Ami-
da Buddha — perfect Wisdom
and Compassion — acting on
me through the Vow and the
Nembutsu — even if I didn’t
know it at the time.

Thinking back to
Tokudo roommate’s question,
maybe I could have answered
in this way. But I wasn’t aware
of it at the time. And would he
have listened?

If you have read this far,
then maybe I was able to draw
you in with my story. Burt it
isn’t my story that’s import-
ant. It is that each of us has
our own story and we can en-
gage with the Buddha-Dharma
through that story — your
story.

my

Join the BCA Digital Sangha

Our BCA Digital Sangha is a free-to-join, online
community open to all our BCA members and friends.
Scan below to get started—we’ll see you there!

\.

https://tinyurl.com/bcadiscord

PLANNED
GIVING

for the Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) and the
Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS)

/] Planned Giving is the practice of designating a gift as
‘ part of an estate plan to causes you care about. A gift
does not have to be large to make a difference.

Naming a beneficiary now ensures that your care is
lasting. Wills & Trusts, Life Insurance or Retirement
Assets, and Real Estate, are just a few of the many ways
a planned gift can be structured.

Letting us know of your plans now ensures we can meet

\&k\ your wishes. If you need assistance, please contact us.

BCA Endowment Foundation

More Information :

415-651-5164

-find, Uhe aean That, beat align with Youl-

Dharma @
i BCA

DHARMA FORWARD is a capital campaign to
investment in sustainable growth and
organizational capacity for the Buddhist
Churches of America and the Institute of
Buddhist Studies.

[additional areas on back page]

DANA PROGRAM is BCA's annual giving
program. Funds support yearly goals of sangha
engagement, ministerial pathways, leadership,
and learning of Shin Buddhism.
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CENTER FOR BUDDHIST EDUCATION (CBE)
fosters and implements the BCA’s educational

BCA SOCIAL WELFARE PROGRAM aids those
suffering from deprivation of basic human

programs and ministerial training goals. needs.
@ BCA Use the QR Code to
Life of Gratitude Make an impact
BCA ZAIDAN FUND is the original endowment today! i
started in 1925 for the propagation of Buddhism SCANME H

in America.

OTHER BCA FUNDS WHERE DONATIONS CAN BE MADE INCLUDE:
Music, Jodo Shinshu Center (Facilities)
Disaster Relief, FBA Legacy (Wheel of Dharma), Ministerial Support, WABL Koromo funds
Buddhist Churches of America Endowment Foundation [BCAEF] is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Tax ID# 94-2857583. BCAEF manages endowments, temple investment accounts, and provides fundraising support for
the Buddhist Churches of America [BCA] and the Institute of Buddhist Studies [IBS].
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BCA Sends Five Students to Japan for YBICSE Program in 2025

Youth From Around
the World Explore Jodo
Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

Culture, Heritage

By Jon Kawamoto
Wheel of Dharma Editor

The BCA sent five students
to Japan in July to take part in
the Young Buddhist Interna-
tional Cultural Study Exchange
(YBICSE)  program, which
provides youth from around the
world the opportunity to ex-
plore the historical and cultural
heritage of the Jodo Shinshu
Hongwanji-ha tradition.

The official program was
held from July 2-8 and the
BCA group extended its stay in
Tokyo to do some sightseeing.
In all, there were 17 students.
In addition to the five from
the BCA, there were two from
Hawaii, five from Canada and
five from Brazil.

The students gathered at the
Hongwanji in Kyoto and par-
ticipated in joint activities with
Japanese youth and deepened
their cultural and spiritual ap-
preciation of the Jodo Shinshu
Hongwanji-ha tradition.

The Hongwanji  youth
exchange includes tours of
historical sites related to the
history of the Hongwanji and
the life of Shinran Shonin, as
well as lectures on general and
Jodo Shinshu Buddhism and
the history of the Hongwanji.

J

The BCA sent five students to Japan in July as part of the Young Buddhist International Cultural Study Exchange (YBISCE)
program. The students, along with BCA officials, are shown at San Francisco International Airport. Shown, from left,

are: Bishop Rev. Marvin Harada; Rev. Candice Shibata, who served as chaperone; Travis Nakahira (Orange County
Buddhist Church); Shigeo Yoshida (Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple); Verena Chao (Los Angeles Hompa
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple); Lea Smith (Buddhist Temple of Marin); Izumi Ryan (Fresno Betsuin Buddhist Temple); Rev.
Michael Endo; and Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara of the Jodo Shinshu International Office (JSIO), which is in charge of the
YBISCE program. (Courtesy of Rev. Michael Endo and YBISCE)

The group also visited the Hiro-
shima Peace Park and museum.
The Jodo Shinshu Interna-
tional Office (JSIO) is in charge
of the YBICSE program.
Following are reflections
from four members of the
2025 YBICSE group — Travis
Nakahira of the Orange County
Buddhist Church, Izumi Ryan
of the Fresno Betsuin Buddhist
Temple, Lea Smith of the
Buddhist Temple of Marin
and Shigeo Yoshida of the Los
Angeles Hompa Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple. The Wheel

of Dharma thanks Nakahira,
Ryan, Smith and Yoshida for
their submissions.

Travis Nakabhira

“Over the summer, I took
part in the Young Buddhist
International Cultural Study
Exchange (YBICSE) program.
It was very informative and
definitely an experience I will
take with me as I start the next
chapters of my life.

“My main takeaway from this
experience is that it gave me a
lot of perspective in seeing what
kinds of other people there are

in the world. Going into it I did
not really know what to expect,
more accurately, I did not know
what kind of people to expect to
travel with. I had heard so many
good things about this program
from various adult members of
my church who went on this
trip as teenagers. I had been to
Japan three times before, but
those had always been family
trips. The program mentioned
we would be traveling with
other people from different
temple groups, not just BCA.
These anxieties I had were

pretty irrational because once I
started traveling with the other
kids from the BCA cohort we
immediately got along pretty
well.

“One particular day of the
trip that I can remember was
when we were going to meet
the students from the Kyoto
Women’s University. During
this day, they mixed up all the
cohort members and university
students to have us all talk about
differences in school lives. It
was very fun simply discussing
the many ways our school lives
differ from one another, but
also the many ways they are
similar to one another. I think
in that there is a very Buddhist
sentiment, the idea that we are
all, in essence, very similar, one
Sangha. In a weird way, it made
the world smaller to me, smaller
in the sense that I feel more
connected to people. I feel more
confident approaching people
because despite how I can have
a life on the complete opposite
end of the world as someone, we
can still find things to connect
on and speak about.

“l am incredibly grateful
to have been given this oppor-
tunity and for all the people
who made our experience in
Japan so smooth. I would like
to thank Rev. Candice Shibata
for watching over all of us
during our trip, Rev. Michael
Endo for getting us acquainted
with what to expect in Japan,
Rev. Dr. Mutsumi Wondra for

Continued on Page 12

‘YBICSE

Editor’s note: The Wheel of
Dharma inadvertently omitted
the Young Buddhist Interna-
tional Cultural Study Exchange
(YBICSE) program reflections
by Ellie Mizushima of the
Buddhist Church of Sacramento
when it ran other reflections
by 2024 YBICSE participants.
Those other articles appeared in
the January 2025 issue.

By Ellie Mizushima
Buddhist Church of Sacramento

My name is Ellie Mizushi-
ma and I was a participant of
the 2024 YBICSE program
that took place at the start of
July 2024. I am so grateful
and honored to have been
one of the select representa-
tives of the BCA on this trip.

Traveling to Japan with
the other young people on
this trip was an incredible
opportunity that strength-
ened my connection with
Buddhism, my own Japanese
heritage and my relationships
with other young people in
my community.

We were able to expe-
rience so many different
things in our short 10-day
trip. I was able to see the
most incredible sights, eat
delicious food, and visit
different monuments related

Truly Inspirational — in Bringing People Together’

Ellie Mizushima poses in front of the Onaijin at Nishi Hongwaniji in Kyoto, Japan.
(Courtesy of Ellie Mizushima)

to Japanese history and Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism.

However, getting to visit
Nishi Hongwanji and attend-
ing the 6 a.m. service was one
of my favorite experiences.
The chanting in the Goeido
Hall was like nothing I've
heard before and was very
moving.

Even though I had traveled
across the ocean to a foreign
country, attending service at
the temple still felt familiar
and welcoming. I was sur-
rounded by young people I
had never met before. Still, I
was able to meet individuals
from all over the world! It
felt easy to relate to everyone

because of our similar beliefs
and appreciation for the op-
portunity to be in Japan.

I was able to make lifelong
connections and find genu-
ine moments with almost all
25 participants on the trip.
To me, the true purpose of
this program was to make
connections and to learn
something new from those
who are different from you.

It was all of the small mo-
ments, from listening to the
strong and familiar chanting
during service to sharing my
okonomiyaki leftovers that I
couldn’t finish with the boys
from Brazil that reminded
me that we really aren’t that

I was able to make lifelong connections and find
genuine moments with almost all 25 participants
on the trip. To me, the true purpose of this
program was to make connections and to learn
something new from those who are different
from you. It was all of the small moments, from
listening to the strong and familiar chanting
during service to sharing my okonomiyaki
leftovers that I couldn’t finish with the boys from

Brazil that reminded me that we really aren’t

that different from each other.

— Ellie Mizushima, Buddhist Church of Sacramento,
and 2024 YBICSE participant

different from each other.

The idea of difference is
what seems to always tear
people apart, but during this
trip, 1 really realized that
we all come from a place of
wanting to share compassion
and community.

Programs like YBICSE are
truly inspirational because
of its ability to bring people
together from anywhere in
the world. After this trip, I
truly feel more connected to
the teachings and can’t wait
for others to experience the
same in the future.

I would like to extend a

huge thank you to BCA for
providing this opportunity. I
would also like to express my
deepest gratitude to Bishop
Rev. Marvin Harada for
sponsoring a large portion of
the trip’s cost for me and the
other BCA participants. And
thank you to Rev. Michael
Endo for all the planning.

I could not be more
grateful for an experience as
special as YBICSE. I had an
incredible time on this trip
and have come out appre-
ciating Buddhism and the
community it has brought
me more than ever before.
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Rev. Higa

Continued from Page 1

violence — the murder of a
popular conservative activist
who was gunned down while
speaking at a college campus.

This horrific event has sent
shockwaves  through many
communities. Many in our
country, who regarded him as
a man of faith and a champion
for their values, are mourning
his loss, while others, who
viewed him as an oppressor
promoting hate and division,
are not.

Polarized Times

I’s not my place, nor
anyone else’s, to tell someone
how they should feel right
now. We need to extend grace
and compassion to everyone
during this tumultuous time.
This underscores the complex
reality of being human, of
grief, and the polarized and
dangerous times we are living
through.

However, we should all
mourn the loss of another
human being to the culture
of rage, contempt and gun
violence that threatens to
consume us all.

Charlie Kirk championed
positions and a worldview I
wholeheartedly oppose. Yet, he
was not an enemy but a fellow
American exercising his right
to free speech. I respect that
and mourn his violent death.
We should all be appalled by
political violence in any form.
Full stop. This is not how
we resolve our differences in
America. We debate civilly
and passionately, present our
views to the public, and hold
free, fair elections that show-
case competing visions for our
country. Violence in any form
contradicts the sacred princi-
ples of democracy.

And yet, we cannot ignore
the very real harm his words
and actions caused to many
in our country. We can both
mourn what his loss means for
his loved ones and acknowl-
edge all that he did to hurt
others. All of these truths can
coexist. We can face complex-
ity with honesty, sensitivity,
and compassion.

We’ve seen this clash of
realities in the news and on
social media over the past few
days, with heartfelt tributes to
a loving husband and father
alongside calls to hold him ac-
countable for the harmful and
destructive things he said and
stood for. When our lives come
to an end, we are remembered
as a whole person, not just the
parts we want others to focus
on. We have the capacity to
accept the full scope of a life
with all its contradictions.
That is what it means to be a
mature human being.

In this time of deep anger
and division, we should reflect
on the words of Shotoku
Taishi, the revered patron of
Buddhism from 6th-century
Japan, who said:

“Let us cease from wrath and
refrain from angry looks. Nor

let us be resentful when others
differ from us. For all beings
have hearts and each heart has
its own leanings. Their right
is our wrong and our right is
their wrong. We are not un-
questionable sages, nor are they
unquestionably fools. We are
both simply ordinary beings.”

His wise words, rooted
in the Buddha’s teachings,
encourage us to recognize our
shared humanity and to live
with humility and compassion
for others, even those with
whom we disagree. Prince
Shotoku reminds us that our
very existence depends on
our relationships with others.
When we honestly reflect
on who and what we are, we
realize our deep connection
and mutual dependence on all
things.

The Buddhist practice of
loving kindness begins with
ourselves and extends to all
beings, including those we
find challenging to love and
care for. When we reflect
deeply on our interdependent
lives, we see that what harms
one person likely harms oth-
ers, and what benefits one will
probably benefit many. This
is how we should cultivate
the empathy and compassion
needed to help heal our deeply
fractured nation and world.

in its death. However, he also
suffered and died because they
shared the same body.

As he was dying, he real-
ized how foolish he had been.
While he resented his other
head, he failed to see that his
own life depended on it. By
harming his other head, he
was also hurting himself. In
the Pure Land, the Gumyo-
cho sings, “The way which
destroys others also destroys
oneself. The way that keeps
others alive also keeps oneself
alive.” Through this story,
the Buddha teaches that we
are all living a life of mutual
dependence.

However, it often feels as
though we are living in vastly
different worlds from one
another. This clash of per-
spectives and values has led to
the dehumanization of those
we disagree with. The pain
and hurt we continue to cause
each other result in mutual
harm. In our obsession with
winning and being “right” at
all costs, we have lost sight of
our shared humanity. Despite
our differences, we are part of
one community, one nation
and one world. We are one
human family and our lives are
bound together.

So yes, I do mourn the
murder of Charlie Kirk as

The Buddpist practice of loving kindness

begins with ourselves and extends to all beings,

including those we find challenging to love
and care for. When we reflect deeply on our
interdependent lives, we see that what harms one
person likely harms others, and what benefits
one will probably benefit many. This is how we
should cultivate the empathy and compassion
needed to help heal our deeply fractured nation
and world.

Two-Headed Bird

In a teaching from the
Amida Sutra, one of the three
sacred scriptures of Shin
Buddhism, there is a beauti-
ful two-headed bird named
Gumyocho that dwells in the
Pure Land. Meaning “shared
life,” the Gumyocho is said to
have a melodious voice that
sings the Dharma, guiding
those who hear its song toward
enlightenment.

According to legend, the
bird’s two heads had very
different  personalities and
desires. When one head was
sleepy, the other wanted to
play. When one was hungry,
the other wanted to rest. Even-
tually, the two heads began to
resent and hate each other.

One day, while one of the
heads was sleeping, the other
feasted on delicious fruits and
flowers until he was full. When
the sleeping head awoke, he
wanted to eat too, but he
was already full because they
shared one stomach. He was
angry that he could not enjoy
any of the food. So, he took
revenge by secretly poisoning
the other head, which resulted

well as the many others who
have been victims of political
violence in our country.

I mourn all the innocent
lives lost to uncontrolled gun
violence.

I mourn our culture of
anger and contempt toward
those we disagree with.

I mourn the loss of empa-
thy for those outside our own
tribes.

I mourn the use of faith
to justify discrimination and
exclusion.

I mourn the rise of violent
rhetoric and the intentional
stirring of anger.

I mourn how our leaders
are fueling the flames of divi-
sion and hate.

I mourn the cynical ex-
ploitation of tragedy to sup-
press free speech and dissent.

I mourn for our inability
to see our shared humanity.

I mourn the lives destroyed
by a system that keeps failing
us.

I mourn for our children
and the world we are creating
for them.

I mourn for our nation

divided.

Tranform Suffering

Just like a lotus flower
rises from muddy water to
bloom beautifully, we can also
transform our suffering into
something greater. The Bud-
dha shared with us a path of
continuous becoming. Every
moment of our lives is an op-
portunity to look inward and
gain a deeper understanding
of the workings of our own
heart and mind. The Buddha’s
path isn’t about escaping the
ocean of suffering but about
diving into it and immersing
ourselves to be transformed.

learn to live together as
brothers or perish together
as fools.” We should deeply
reflect on the words of the
Buddha and Dr. King, which
remind us that our path
forward cannot be built on
anger, contempt or violence.
We should strive to respond
thoughtfully and peacefully
rather than react impulsively
and violently in the days
ahead.

Choice Is Clear

Perhaps we can finally un-
derstand what it truly means
to be human through these

Perbaps we can finally understand what it truly
means to be human through these tragedies

before we destroy each other. Our choice is clear:

We can become better versions of ourselves or

remain trapped in resentment, anger and fear.

Just as a lotus flower can-
not grow in clear water, we
can’t grow without the “mud”
of our lives. Our challenges,
obstacles and hurts are the
nutrients that help us grow.
The  Buddha’s  teachings
enable us to accept it all and
turn the muck into a life of
awakening. But we must in-
tentionally choose to do this
difficult work.

It is very easy for us to be
consumed by anger. Howev-
er, our unchecked anger and
resentment will only lead to
more suffering. The Buddha
teaches that “Blood stains
can not be removed by more
blood; resentment can not be
removed by more resentment;
resentment can be removed
only by forgetting it.”

And as Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. warned, “we must

tragedies before we destroy
each other. Our choice is
clear: We can become better
versions of ourselves or re-
main trapped in resentment,
anger and fear.

It’s time to set aside these
childish and selfish games,
put on our big kid pants, and
do the messy work of healing
our broken and divided coun-
try before we face the fate of
the two-headed bird. We can
and must hold each other ac-
countable because our future
depends on it.

In closing, please join
me in Gassho to recite the
Name of Amida, the Buddha
of all-inclusive wisdom and
all-embracing compassion,
with the aspiration to be
better and do better in these
troubled times.

Namo Amida Butsu.

LABCC

Continued from Page 5

eastern shore are the words
from the historical Buddha,
Shakyamuni, reassuring the
traveler there is a way for-
ward. The Buddha opened
a way to liberation, which
is represented by the white
path and, like the traveler, we
realize that because the path
exists, there must be a way to
cross. We can all trust that
there is a way to resolve the
challenges we face.

The beasts and bandits try
to reassure the traveler that
they mean them no harm, and
they are like the false promis-
es of those who want to lead
us astray, telling us happiness
comes from pursuits like
fame, fortune, status and
prestige.

From the western bank
comes the voice of Amida
Buddha, who symbolizes
the wisdom and compassion
that awaits when we take the
path across. There we find
Dharma friends and a life of
awakening.

In some ways, going to
camp is akin to the journey

of the traveler in the parable.
Campers don’t face rivers of
fire or water, butitis nonethe-
less a challenging situation,
especially for the first time.
There is often the fear of a
new situation, away from the
comfort and security of home
and family, and the stress and
uncertainty of encountering
new and challenging tasks.
Activities include an over-

night campout, unfamiliar
food, meeting new people,
learning the rules, coping

with expectations and learn-
ing new skills.

The challenges abound
from within and without
— physically, socially and

emotionally. By trusting in
their leaders and counselors,
who are like the voices of the
Buddhas, by adapting and be-
ing open to new possibilities,
the experience transforms
into one where a camper finds
their place. This is what the
camp experience is supposed
to achieve and it happens
most of the time. And it is
why campers and adults have
been coming back for 70
years.

Namo Amida Butsu
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The Origin of the Jodo Shinshu Teaching — Part 4

Editor’s note: This is the third
of four articles on “The Origin of
Jodo Shinshu Teaching” by Rev.
Giel Sasaki thar will appear in the
Wheel of Dharma. Rev. Sasaki is
currently the Director of the Jodo
Shinshu  Studies and Research
Center in Kyoto, Japan.

By Rev. Giei Sasaki
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

Lastly, there is one import-
ant thing we must remember.

It is the reason for which
Sakyamuni Buddha clarified
the teaching of Amida Buddha.
The answer can be found in
Amida Buddha’s Primal Vow.

The Primal Vow was made
by Amida Buddha before
becoming the Buddha, when
he was known as Bodhisattva
Dharmakara. In total, he
established 48 vows. The 17th
vow is as follows: “If, I attain
Buddhahood, the countless
Buddhas throughout the worlds
in the ten quarters should not
all glorify and praise my Name,
may I not attain the perfect
enlightenment.” (“The Three
Pure Land Sutras,” or TPLS 11,
p-22)

In other words, this vow
describes Bodhisattva Dhar-
makara’s aspiration to save all
beings, particularly those who
cannot become awakened by
themselves, by guiding them

to his Pure Land through the
Nembutsu so that they are
enabled to attain supreme en-
lightenment.

Dharmakara also expressed
his resolution, saying that if he
could not make this wish come
true, he himself would not
become a Buddha.

To accomplish this aim,
Dharmakara beseeches all oth-
er Buddhas to recite his name
in order to let his existence be
known to all living beings.

Therefore,  Shakyamuni’s
sermon on Amida Buddha was
delivered in accordance with
this vow. Through this aspect,
it becomes crystal clear that the
Jodo Shinshu teaching origi-
nates from the Primal Vow of
Amida Buddha.

In other words, we are
made aware of Amida Buddha’s
working through Shakyamuni
Buddha‘s existence, and driven

by Amida Buddha’s wish,
Shakyamuni Buddha clarifies
Amida Buddha’s teaching for
us.

The “Shoshinge” is a com-
plete narrative of how Shinran
was guided to the Jodo Shinshu
teaching that is the true teach-
ing of Pure Land Buddhism.

“Shoshinge” begins with
the Nembutsu that is, “Kimyo
muryo ju nyorai, Namo fu-
kashigiko,” translated as “I
take refuge in the Tathagata of
Immeasurable Life! I entrust
myself to the Buddha of Incon-
ceivable Light!” (CWS I, p. 69)

We are able to see Shinran’s
figure reciting the Nembutsu.
Written in the first half of
“Shoshinge” is Amida Buddha’s
aspiration; the Primal Vow and
its workings. It reveals that
the origin of the Jodo Shinshu
teaching is found in the Primal
Vow of Amida Buddha. What

is also noted in the “Shoshinge”
is that the spirit of the Primal
Vow was succeeded by Shaya-
muni Buddha, who was born in
India some 2,500 years ago.

In the latter half of
“Shoshinge,” the Buddha’s
aspiration was passed on from
Shakyamuni Buddha to Nagar-
juna and Vasubandhu in India,
and traveled 5,000 miles along
the Silk Road to reach Tan-lu-
an, Tao-cho, and Shan-tao in
China, and then was carried
across the ocean to Japan where
it was received by Genshin and
Genku.

In this way, “Shoshinge” is
a work that expresses the joy
and appreciation that is felt by
Shinran, who rejoices in the
Nembutsu teaching. As recipi-
ents of Shinran’s joyous heart
that is found in “Shoshinge,”
we must weave our own story
as a sequel to “Shoshinge.”

Nishida

Continued from Page 3

he received from someone or
something that was not even
Buddhist, illustrating how you
can find Buddhism anywhere:
““Yesterday is history, to-
morrow is a mystery, and today
is a gift ... that’s why it’s called
the present.” (Master Oogway,
“Kung Fu Panda,” 2008)
“While this insightful quote
was spoken by a fictional Kung
Fu master in one of the greatest
movies of my childhood, it
perfectly reflects one of my

favorite Buddhist teachings:
impermanence. Life is all about
change.

“Right now, I am expe-
riencing one of life’s biggest
transitions — moving from
high school to college. As I
write this essay and reflect on
my experiences, I can’t help but

wish that childhood could last

forever. However, that’s not

how life works. Nothing lasts
forever.

“Around the time I was
born, my maternal grandfather
sadly passed away. His brother,
whom [ refer to as my ‘Uncle,
stepped into that role and
played an instrumental part in
my growth and development.
My uncle was one of my big-
gest supporters of my passion
to play basketball. He would
always talk to me after every
game to give me advice about
the sport and life in general, and
even when I played horribly, he
would cheer me up. When I got
to high school, he continued to
show up and support me even
when his physical health started
to deteriorate.

“At the end of my freshman
season, I suffered a devastating
injury. I had dislocated my
shoulder and torn my labrum.
I required surgery that would
sideline me for most of my
sophomore year. After months
of rest and dozens of sessions of

physical therapy, I was finally
ready to have my breakout
season as a junior.

“Less than a month before
the season started, I came home
to heartbreaking news: My
uncle had passed away. 1 was
in complete shock. Just a week
earlier, we had been excitedly
talking about my schedule and
making plans for him to come
to my games. I didn’t know
how to process my emotions,
and for the first time in my life,
I lost my passion for basketball.

“Instead of a funeral, my
uncle had always wanted an
informal celebration of life and
due to the close relationship
I had with my uncle, his kids
wanted me to participate in
the remembrance. Earlier that
summer, | had attended the
BCA Buddhist Youth Retreat
(BYR), so in their words, I was
‘the closest we had to a min-
ister.” The family asked me to
give a Dharma message at the
service. I had no idea what to

say. How could I possibly give
an insightful and positive mes-
sage in times of such sorrow?

“Then, I remembered a
sermon about the Buddhist
teaching of impermanence.

“Suddenly, everything
clicked. I realized why my uncle
didn’t want his life to be mourn-
ed, but rather celebrated. It was
a gift to have experienced those
moments with him. During my
message, | read “White Ashes’
and for the first time, I could
personally relate. It is beautiful
to have loved someone so much
that their absence leaves such
a void. Nothing lasts forever
and that’s exactly why we must
cherish every moment and truly
live in the present.

“So  while the quote 1
opened with may have been
from a children’s movie, it
has such a deeper Buddhist
meaning to me. Through my
experiences, [ have come to
understand the true meaning
of impermanence. Buddhism

teaches that clinging to the past
or fearing change only leads to
suffering, but by embracing the
present moment, we can find
peace and gratitude. My uncle’s
passing taught me to appreciate
the beauty in change and the
importance of every fleeting
moment.”

The FDSTL congratulates
and wishes Mr. Jeffrey Nishida
a continued life of gratitude
as he begins studies at Arizona
State University. He plans
to major in Real Estate and
Applied Finance, where he
will utilize his education as an
entrepreneur in real estate.

We look forward to Jeffrey’s
continued support through
OCBC where he stated, “Out
of all my extracurricular activ-
ities, Jr. YBA was my favorite.”

Congratulations to all our
outstanding high school gradu-
ates of the Class of 2025. We
wish all of you continued suc-
cess throughout your journey
in your Life of Gratitude.

Dharma Forward

Continued from Page 1

lineage of teachers and stu-
dents, the zenchishiki, or good
knowledge holders.

Dogen calls this transmis-
sion “the great road of Bud-
dha ancestors.” Encountering
a Dharma teacher can be the
most important event of our
lives. It is said that the hidden
seed for meeting the teacher
exists within us all along.
When external conditions rip-
en for the seed to sprout, the
teacher will somehow appear.

Nineteen years ago, when
we encountered a Buddha
ancestor for the first time,
we were not looking for such
a person. Actually, we were
not on the Buddhist path and
knew nothing of it.

As it happened, the an-
cestor first appeared in the
hospital ICU where Janis’s
brother, Kent Hirohama, was
being treated for a terminal
illness. The teacher we met

there was BCA Bishop Rev.
Marvin Harada, who was at
the time the Orange County
Buddhist Church minister.

Rev. Harada began
teaching us at that moment,
although we were unaware of
it. He did not speak about any
Buddhist ideas or concepts,
but through his actions there
in the ICU, he expressed the
genuine Dharma.

The spiritual depth that
we sensed in Rev. Harada was
not his own creation. Rather,
he received it from Sakyamuni
and Shinran through his per-
sonal teachers, each of whom
had ancestors leading back to
Shinran.

This teaching lineage is
“the great road of Buddha
ancestors” that we were
able to encounter through
the Buddhist Churches of
America. Our aspiration in
supporting Dharma Forward
is that those who come after
us will likewise encounter the
Dharma gateway identified by
Shinran.

Janis Hirohama and Jim Pollard,
both certified Minister’s Assistants
at the Orange County Buddhist
Church, are shown in front of the
Great Buddha of Kamukura in
Japan. (Courtesy of Janis Hirohama
and Jim Pollard)
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White River Hosts Its First Buddhism and Yoga Retreat

By Tessa Asato
White River Buddhist Temple

What is a great way to decom-
press after a busy and stressful
week?

For 55 individuals, it was
attending the White River Bud-
dhist Temple’s (WRBT) first
Buddhism and Yoga Retreat at
the temple in Auburn, Washing-
ton.

The retreat took place from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sept. 6 consist-
ed of three workshops, including
yoga, meditation, nutrition, art
and Buddhism.

Anika Klix, a WRBT board
member, and the temple’s Reli-
gious Committee collaborated to
organize and plan the retreat. The
day was split into three sections.

The first section featured
Bob Matsueda’s two-hour yoga
session, where he introduced
key concepts about yoga and
incorporated breathwork and
instruction. The second session

The first Buddhism and Yoga Retreat at White River Buddhist Temple in Auburn, Washington was held on Sept. 6. At left, participants engage in yoga exercises led by
Bob Matsueda. At right, BCA Minister Emeritus Rev. Bob Oshita and Rev. Patti Oshita lead a workshop connecting Buddhism to yoga. (Photos courtesy of Tessa Asato)

was led by Karrie Z. Myton, of
Art Words and Yoga, and incor-
porated self-reflection, art and
the power of intention.

The third session was led by
BCA Minister Emeritus Rev. Bob
Oshita and Rev. Patti Oshita,
who serve as chaplains for the

California State Assembly. They
connected Buddhism to yoga in
an informative and thought-pro-
voking presentation.

Participants were able to
explore mindful yoga exercises,
meditation and wellness discus-
sions, and learn more about yoga

and Buddhism in a welcoming
and accessible environment.

Many  participants  spoke
highly about the retreat and really
enjoyed themselves.

Gratitude to the volunteers
who helped cook and set up lunch
and snacks for retreat attendees.

The White River Buddhist
Temple also wishes to acknowl-
edge and thank the BCA’s
Center for Buddhist Education
and Dharma Forward for their
support. This event would not
have been possible without their
efforts.

YBICSE Program

Continued from Page 9

reviewing my initial application
and allowing me to go on this
trip, and of course my Mom
and Dad for encouraging me
to even go on this life-changing
experience in the first place.”

Izumi Ryan

“In early July, I had the
opportunity to  participate
in the 2025 Young Buddhist
International Study Exchange
program (YBICSE) in Japan,
which was an invaluable learn-
ing experience.

start of each day encouraged me
to be more mindful and aware
throughout the day. Yet, at the
same time, it made me think
why I don’t try more actively at
home to try taking the time to
reflect during the day.
“Although 1 go to temple
and Dharma School on Sun-
days, I find it difficult to think
about Buddhism that actively
the rest of the week. However,
this trip has made me more
aware of how the teachings of
Buddhism can be implemented
in so many ways in daily life,
such as in routine and ordinary
actions like cleaning my room

Hiroshima, but we also learned
beautiful and happy things like
the temples being built.

“During this program, I felt
closer to the Sangha than ever
before. The friends I made, I
still talk to. It was wonderful
to share such a profound expe-
rience with kind friends. I am
immensely grateful to everyone
who made this trip happen.
Thank you!”

Shigeo Yoshida

“The YBICSE program
granted me a unique experience
to visit historic Buddhist sites
and allowed me to meet with
people similar to my age that

“One particular day of the trip that I can remember was when we were

going to meet the students from the Kyoto Women's University. During this

day, they mixed up all the cohort members and university students to have

us all talk about differences in school lives. It was very fun simply discussing

the many ways our school lives differ from one another, but also the many
ways they are similar to one another. I think in that there is a very Buddbist

sentiment, the idea that we are all, in essence, very similar, one Sangha.

»

— Travis Nakahira, Orange County Buddhist Church

“Through the program, I
had the chance to meet other
youth from the BCA, Canada,
South America, Hawaii and
Japan. Being able to meet other
youth through this program
was a truly special experience
because I was reminded of
how we are connected despite
having different upbringings,
cultures, experiences with Bud-
dhism, time zones, ages or even
languages through Buddhism.

“An interesting experience
on this trip was seeing how
culturally integrated Buddhism
is in Japan. To elaborate, for
the majority of the program,
we stayed near the Nishi Hong-
wanji temple, where daily and
brief morning services are held
in comparison to the weekly
services we have here.

“I feel that having such con-
venient access to hearing the
teachings of the Dharma at the

or taking walks to stay in the
present.

“Overall, the YBICSE pro-
gram reminded me how I can
find the teachings of the Bud-
dha in everyday life and left me
with a deeper appreciation for
its community and teachings.”

Lea Smith

“During the YBICSE pro-
gram, I began to understand
many parts of Jodo Shinshu
that I'd never experienced while
practicing in Mill Valley.

“One of the first things I
was shown on the trip was the
correct mannerisms in Jodo
Shinshu. Using these helped me
act respectfully. 1 always had
helpful people who answered
my questions. I also had the
opportunity to be taught about
the history of Japan along with
Jodo Shinshu’s history. This
included depressing histories
like the atomic bombing of

have also been influenced by
Buddhism.

“I  particularly  enjoyed
the more social events of the
program such as the exchange
event held at the Kyoto Wom-
en’s University. Events such as
these allowed me to practice my
Japanese and share experiences
and interests with others.

“Another aspect of the trip
that I enjoyed was the tour of
Nishi Honganji. I particularly
enjoyed this tour due to my
liking of history. The rooms
we visited were used by Toy-
otomi Hideyoshi during the
Azuchi Momoyama period
(1568-1600) and included
raised platforms and optical
illusions to make himself look
bigger than he actually was.

“Overall, I enjoyed the
program immensely and would
recommend it to other people
as well.”

MAY 3, 2025 FUND CAMPAIGN
LAUNCH

PASADENA BUDDHIST
TEMPLE & PARSONAGE

Help us bounce back from the Eaton Fire
and cover costs not reimbursed by
insurance, FEMA or SBA.

Donate now at
hgp;‘l givebutter.com/MCizEq_

One step at a time. We'll get there.
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Grateful Crane

Continued from Page 1

and educate the public about
the experiences of first - and
second -generation Japanese
Americans. The ensemble’s
theme, “Performing Out of
Gratitude,” defines its mission
of highlighting the hardships
and accomplishments that are
inspirational for the present
generations.

The Grateful Crane per-
formers will include Haruye
Ioka, Keiko Kawashima, Merv
Maruyama and Ping Wu.

Interspersed  throughout
the show are period and
classic Japanese, American

and Buddhist songs to set the
musical tone for the show.
Pre-war songs include “Shina
no Yoru,” “Soran Bushi” and
« . »

Otomi-san.” Camp songs
include “Don’t Fence Me In” ica the
and the “Viva YBA Gatha.”
Post-war songs include “Amer-

Beautiful,”

The Grateful Crane Ensemble performs the BCA-commission “Living Gratitude”
Sacramento in 2024. (Courtesy of Catherine Fujimori)

“Over
the Rainbow,” “This Land is
Your Land,” and “If T had a

The Buddhist Church of San Francisco & BCA Dharma Forward

invite you to a special homecoming performance by
the Grateful Crane Ensemble

AL LIVING GRATITUDE
e A Musical Journey ~ Celebrating 125 Years of BCA
et Captivating storytelling and heartfelt renditions of favorite
Japanese, American and Buddhist songs pay tribute to 125 years
of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism in America.
SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 15, 2025 Written by
Soji Kashiwagi
12:30 Bento Luncheon
2:00 Show

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF
SAN FRANCISCO

1881 PINE STREET

(AT OCTAVIA), SF, CA

TICKETS: Bento/Show: $50

Show only:

General $25

Youth (under 18 yrs.): Free Dharr %
Forward

Bento option: $25 order by 11/9
BENTO PROCEEDS BENEFIT BCSF

Order tickets online at: buddhistchurchofsanfrancisco.org
Checks payable to ‘BCSF’. Note # of tickets/bento

Phone: BCSF Office: 415.776.3158

Email: besfoffice@buddhistchurchsf.org

F made with a grant from BCA Dharma Forward
Learn about Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) Dharma Forward Campaign
https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/dharma-forward

San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin and BCA Dharma Forward ‘%%%
invite you to %Qﬁ
Celebrate the 125th Anniversary of the BCA L ¥

with BUDDHIST L

GRATEFUL

The Grateful Crane Ensemble

CRANE e

ENSEMBLE

PERFORMING DUT OF GRATITUDE

LIVING GRATITUDE

A Musical Journey of 125 years of BCA history through captivating storytelling and
the singing of favorite Japanese, American, and Buddhist songs.

Performance Made Possible with a
Grant from BCA Dharma Forward
Learn about BCA Dharma Forward Campaign at

buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/dharma-forward

Coast District Presentation: Sunday, November 16, 2025

San Jose Buddhist Church Annex

632 N. 5 th Street, San Jose, CA 95112
12:00 - Doors open for Bento Option
1:00 - Performance Begins

T TIHE

000,
5000

) '%’ .E“f"‘

&

Bento & Performance: $50
Bento Order Deadline, Nov. 9, 2025

Performance only: $25
Youth to 18 years - Free

sjbc.kindful.com/e/living-gratitude-2

@ Life of Gratitude

Hammer.” Buddhist gathas
include “Buddha Loves You,”
“Ondokusan 2” and original
song “Namo Amida Butsu.”
BCA  affiliated groups
mentioned in the perfor-
mance will include the Young
Men Buddhist Association,
Fujinkai/Buddhist Women’s
Association (BWA), Dharma
School, Japanese language
schools, Jr. YBA (Young Bud-
dhists Association), Sr. YBA,
YABA, Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts and Sangha Teens.
“It’s our own way of sto-
rytelling using dramatizations
and humorous depictions,”
Kashiwaji said. “In ‘Living
Gratitude,’ four skilled actors
are telling the BCA story

at the National Council Meeting banquet in

through the eyes of one fam-
ily and singing the songs that
have meaning throughout
our history. Because of the
minimal nature of the show,
it asks the audience to listen
to the words being said and
form their own pictures and
memories in their minds.”

The idea for a perfor-
mance to highlight the BCA’s
125-year history came from
Bishop Rev. Marvin Harada,
who wanted to share the story
of the BCA in an entertaining
way.

The BCA commissioned
the Grateful Crane Ensemble
to create a show through the
Bishop’s Expansion Fund and
the BCA Archives and His-

FYI

The Grateful Crane Ensemble

will perform two shows

of the BCA-commissioned

“Living Gratitude” on:

. Saturday, Nov. 15 at
the Buddhist Church of
San Francisco (BCSF).
Purchase information
will be on BCSF website:
bit.ly/31bKgJv

. Sunday, Nov. 16 at
the San Jose Buddhist
Church Betsuin (SJBCB).
Purchase information
will be on the SUBCB
website: bit.ly/4pqrM8T

To view a promotional

video of the Grateful Crane

Ensemble’s BCA project,

go to: bit.ly/423i2Ya

torical Preservation Budget.
The show premiered at the
2024 BCA National Council
Meeting in Sacramento, the
kickoff to a yearlong celebra-
tion.

Rev. Harada was so im-
pressed by the show that he
wanted it to go on the road,
so that other BCA Sangha
members could experience the
performance. It was presented
at the Southern District Con-
ference in October 2024.

Thanks to funding from the
Dharma Forward campaign,
the show will be presented in
each of the BCA’s eight dis-
tricts. For more information
to book a show, BCA District
leaders may contact former
BCA President Terri Omori
at tomori@bcahq.org

FBWA

Continued from Page 1

delegates, ministers and guests
from throughout the United
States to hear, listen and share
the Buddha Dharma and con-
duct business of the FBWA.
The Southern District Bud-
dhist Women’s Association,
and its 12 chaprters, will serve
as host.

Since early 2024, the
planning committee has been
working on logistics and de-
veloping the program for the
three-day conference.

On Friday, October 2, ac-
tivities will be offered during
the day and evening. The
FBWA delegates meeting is
scheduled for Friday evening.

Saturday’s activities in-
clude the opening service and
Dharma talks from the keynote
speakers. Workshops will take
place throughout the day. The

evening will include a dinner

£

Rev. Dr. Kenji Akahoshi

banquet and entertainment by
Bonbu Stories.

Sunday’s  session  will
include the FBWA general
meeting and closing service.

SDBWA  chapters and
Hongwanji Place will be sell-
ing crafts and merchandise at
the marketplace, which will be
open on Friday and Saturday.

Recently, mailings were

sent to all temple and church
presidents and BWA groups
with conference information
and a fundraising campaign
opportunity.

Fundraising will be a key
component to the success
of the conference, and the
committee hopes all temples,
BWA chapters and businesses
will help support the effort.

SDBWA  will advertise
upcoming  Panda  Express
fundraisers and ongoing Pan-
ko sales.

Registration packets are
expected to be distributed in
early April. Be on the lookout
for the conference informa-
tion.

The conference co-chairs
are: Deb Hiramoto (Senshin),
Gail Furuya (Vista) and Ralph
Honda (San Diego). The min-
isterial advisers are Rev. Greg-
ory Gibbs (Pasadena), Rev.
Yukari Torii (San Fernando)
and Rev. Ryuta Furumoto

(Senshin).

‘Dial the Dharma’ for Enlightening Messages

800-817-7918

Press 1 for English, Press 2 for Japanese, Press 3 for Spanish
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Continued from Page 3

quences of this mathematical
approach are to disincentivize
the efforts to grow our sang-
has.

Further, membership
information is collected and
forwarded to BCA for only
those individuals who “pay”
a specified membership dues
amount determined at the local
temple and church level. How
does that capture who is truly
an engaged Sangha member in
your temple and church? How
can we disseminate informa-
tion and excitement of what’s
happening across BCA and its
temples and churches without
growing our contact database
from membership information
from the local temple and
church?

In my October 2024 article,
I asked the question, “Who Is
a Member?” I followed with a
few thought-provoking ques-
tions:

*  How does your temple
or church count its
members? Is it based
on a “payment”’?

* Does it matter how
much an individual
offers as a “payment”
to be a member?

* Should it matter that
the “payment” is of-
fered as a membership
fee; a “pledge;” a dona-
tion; or a contribution
to the maintenance of

the temple or church?

*  When you greet an in-
dividual who regularly
attends temple services,
what prevents you from
considering that indi-
vidual a member?

*  When has your temple,
or resident minister,
not provided services
to someone in need?
Is it based on mem-
bership? If services are
provided, are they a
member?

*  Why are not members
of  Fellowships and
Sanghas not counted as
BCA members?

*  What might be the
protocol  to  count
individuals who are

members of more than
one temple/church?

I encouraged the discussion
of who is a “member” to be
held at each of our temples
and churches a year ago. Since
then, I have realized that those
discussions will require lead-
ership from the BCA. That
leadership must take the form
of guidelines, or organizing a
set of principles that can be
used throughout the BCA.

Without a BCA-initiated
set of guidelines, the conver-
sations will not happen and
the initiative to increase our
membership will continue to
be “put on the back burner.”
Because a BCA member is a
member at the local temple
or church, the determination
of “Who is a member” must

be decided at the local temple
and church.

De-linking the census from
dues assessments is a first
step in being able to have the
conversations about “Who is
a member?” This will not be
a simple answer since the link
between headcount and an in-
dividual temple and church’s
support to BCA has been a
methodology that has worked
for decades and has supported
the operational needs of BCA.

However, the disincentive
perception of building mem-
bership that leads to increased
dues is real. With declining
“paid members” reported from
a majority of the temples and
churches of the BCA, it will
only be accentuated unless
there is an intervention.

In the June 2025 National
Board meeting, members of
the National Board tackled the
financial capability priority of
the updated strategic plan.

Brainstorming ideas, the
breakout room discussions
offered some intriguing op-
tions on how to think about
re-imagining an approach to
support the annual operating
expenses of the national or-
ganization. Among the ideas
were:

* Go to a franchise

model that is based on
a percentage of revenue
and income versus
headcount and use the
districts versus temples
and churches as the
basis.

Bishop’s Message

Continued from Page 2

he explained that once he was
playing the cello in a concert
and he was trying to play a
perfect concert, but he was
bored out of his mind.

It was then that he realized
something. He realized that
the object of his music was
not perfection, but it was to
transmit something that lives
on in somebody else, to trans-
mit something that lives on in
somebody else.

We could say that we are
doing the same thing. We are
transmitting something that
lives on in somebody else.
What are we transmitting? We
are transmitting the teach-
ings, the Dharma, the Nem-
butsu, so that it lives on in
somebody else — in our chil-
dren, in our grandchildren, in
our great-grandchildren, in
those who are encountering
the Dharma for the first time
and in those who have been
lifelong Buddhists.

As you face your life ahead
of you, I hope that you will
find that the Dharma is a
foundation for your life like
the ground that you stand
on. I hope you will find that
the Dharma is the anchor of
your ship of life that keeps
you from drifting aimlessly.
I hope that you find that the
Dharma is the pathway for
your life to maneuver the
many twists and turns, and
the ups and downs of life that

you will go through.

Someday, you will meet
the love of your life, but at
the same time, you might lose
the love of your life. Someday,
you might get your dream
job, but you also might be
laid off from your dream job.
Someday, you might get the
sports car of your dreams, but
you also might not be able to
afford even a used Prius. Life
will present many challenges
to you as it does to all of us.

What can remain as a
constant for us is the Dhar-
ma, the teachings, that you
might not always think of,
but I hope will be what you
will fall back on when you
feel sad or lonely, when you
feel lost, when you feel that
the world around you is dark
and gloomy, when you feel
that the whole world is work-
ing against you and nothing
seems to go right.

That is when the Dharma
might really come alive for
you, at your lowest moment
and at your darkest time.
That is when great immea-
surable light can illuminate
your heart and mind and you
will know what needs to be
done and you will know what
direction to go in life.

Through your years of at-
tending the temple, attending
Dharma School classes, going
to Jr. YBL seminars, retreats
and conferences, listening
to a variety of speakers, I
think that — although you
might not feel that way now
— something has been trans-

mitted to you that lives on in
you.

That something might
lay dormant for some time,
for even years, but at the
right time, with the right
life experience, the Dharma
will emerge in your life if it
hasn’t already.

It is then that you will
find a deeper meaning in
the teachings. You will find
meaning in the Three Trea-
sures of the Buddha, Dharma
and Sangha. You will find
meaning in your own life that
you have been given out of
eons and eons of time.

You have this one life to
live. You have this one life to
cherish. You have this one life
to find meaning, depth and
fulfillment.

May you find that the
Dharma is your life compan-
ion, that it is your silent but
steady friend, that it is your
center of being, that it is the
very marrow of your bones
and that it is always with you,
always a light, always a source
of wisdom and insight, always
a source of warmth and com-
passion.

It is my hope that this
Southern District Jr. YBL
Conference will continue for
another 75 years, and some-
day at a future anniversary
like this one, some of you
might be a minister, or a Jr.
YBL adviser, or a YBL parent
or maybe the Bishop of the
BCA, and you too can share
the Dharma so that it lives on
in somebody else.

e Diversify and secure
other streams of rev-
enue as a supplement
to temple and church
dues assessments.

e Seek  “non-member”
revenue.

e Freeze the dues assess-
ments per temple or
church with the BCA
annual budget in year
0, and increase annu-
ally on an agreed-upon
percentage over “‘x”
many years.

Increasing the number of
supporters and members is an
obvious way to build strength
at the local temple and church
level. Removing the disincen-
tive to increase numbers that
increases the financial burden
of the local temple/church is
the goal.

In the end, it is BCA’s re-
sponsibility to ensure that its
actions and efforts align with
the needs of members at the

local level. Our ability to cre-
ate value and benefit all who
are actively engaged will only
be enhanced with increased
numbers in the census from
local temples and churches.

While we build strength, we
need to realize that the long-
term result will be increased
revenue. However, we need
not be short-sighted in trying
to financially balance the need
for increased services and
programs with an increased
membership, and, therefore,
increased costs to the temples
and churches. It will take time
to realize increased revenues
with increased membership,
but membership increases are
foundational to being able to
achieve that financial capabil-
ity.
Thank you for your input
and comments. My inbox is
always available at: sterusaki@
becahq.org I look forward to
hearing from you.

The Online BCA Bookstore Has Moved!

BCABOOKSTORE.ORG

SAME STOREFRONT, NEW LINK <

www.bcabookstore.org
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¢ BUDDHIST TEMPLE OF MARIN

Fall Seminar Series

ESSENTIALS OF BUDDHISM

11.16.25
1-2 PM

CATHERINE SHAW

£ 10.19.25
) 12PM

REV. K KUWAHARA

12.14.25
1-2 PM

FINAL
DISCUSSION SESSION
WITH ALL THREE

390 Miller Ave. Mill Valley, CA

1 pm after Sunday Service

www.BuddhistTempleofMarin.org
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