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A thunderstorm forced attendees at Ekoji Buddhist Temple’s Obon festival on July 12 to take shelter in the Hondo. Bonbu Stories and other

musicians performed the BCA’s new gatha, “Lantern Song,” and more original songs. The Bonbu Stories trip to Ekoji and “Lantern Song” were
funded in part by Dharma Forward. (Photos courtesy of Miko Shudo)

With Gratitude to You — Our Donors

Bishop Is Focused
on Reversing BCA’s
Membership Fall

Other Priorities Include Ongoing
Shortage of Ministers, Reaching
Dharma Forward’s Goal

By Jon Kawamoto
Wheel of Dharma Editor

The BCA Office of the Bishop is priori-
tizing its membership decline and initiating
several programs aimed at growing churches,
temples and Sanghas “so that there is another
125 years of BCA history and Jodo Shinshu in
this country.”

In his Bishop’s report at the National
Board Meeting on June 7, Bishop Rev. Marvin
Harada detailed the ways the office is taking

By Michiko Inanaga
BCA Endowment Foundation
Director of Development

Once a year, we at the BCA
Endowment Foundation express
what we feel every day of the
year — an immense appreciation
to each and every one of you.

We also take a moment to
reflect on the past year’s ac-
complishments and plan for the
future.

In the last 12 months, we have
raised over $1.1 million to sup-
port the efforts of the Buddhist
Churches of America (BCA), and
the Institute of Buddhist Studies
(IBS), whose missions include the
teaching, learning, and sharing of
Jodo Shinshu Buddhism and the
Buddha-Dharma.

Your dollars go directly to

training and ordaining new
ministers, to strategically placing
ministers in regions across the
United States, creating a fun and
nurturing environment for youth
and future leaders of Jodo Shin-
shu, and inspiring students to
become teachers of the Dharma.

Our annual Donor Apprecia-
tion Issue begins on Page 7, but it
is because of your yearlong effort
that we can see a future where
Buddhism is not only a trendy
conversation topic but one in
which we truly help ourselves and
others to reveal our resilience.

In this issue, we update you
on our largest effort — the Dhar-
ma Forward campaign, now close
to completion.

We invite you to read the
articles inside and to be a part of
the momentum of this journey.
Thank you!

Bonbu Stories members Kendall Tani and Vicky Zhang
watch new friends Connor and Nami Horio perform with
Dounen Taiko, the youth taiko group at Ekoji.

Continued on Page 13

Dr. Scott Mitchell

Haste Street Dorm

Seeking Donations
IBS Building Being Renovated

By Dr. Scott Mitchell
President
Institute of Buddhist Studies

The Institute of Bud-
dhist Studies (IBS) Haste
Street dorm — the heart of
IBS for nearly 60 years — is
seeking donations to com-
plete a renovation project

that began in February.
As part of the Dharma Forward campaign,
the IBS is reaching out to the BCA community,

Continued on Page 4

PABT Hosts ‘Ireicho Book of

Names’ on National Tour

Sangha Members Share Their Experiences, Emotions

By T. Hutchinson
Palo Alto Buddhist Temple

Issei Hall at Palo Alto Buddhist Tem-
ple (PABT) served as a host site June 5-7
for the “Ireicho Book of Names” during its
nationwide tour.

The Ireicho contains more than
125,000 names of individuals of Japanese
ancestry who were incarcerated in camps
and detention centers during World War
11.

The Ireicho has been accessible at the

Japanese American National Museum in
the Littdle Tokyo neighborhood of Los
Angeles since 2022. This year, the Ireicho
began a national tour with the first stop
held Feb. 18-21 — marking the Day of
Remembrance Feb. 19, 1942.

The tour, which includes stops at sev-
eral of the detention camps like Manzanar,
Amache, Rohwer, Jerome, Heart Moun-
tain, Minidoka and Topaz, arrived in the
Bay Area from June 2-4 at the Berkeley
Historical Society Museum. It attracted

Continued on Page 11
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Palo Alto Buddhist Temple members Yasuho
and Julia Miyakawa stamp the “Ireicho Book of
Names.” (Courtesy of Julia Miyakawa)
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‘Honesty Is the Best Policy’ Really Rings True

By Rev. Marvin Harada
Bishop of the BCA

I have been the lucky recip-
ient of honesty numerous times
in my life. Recently, I realized
that I had left my credit card at
a restaurant and didn’t realize I
had left it there until the next
day.

When I called the restau-
rant, not only did they have it,
but the restaurant had closed an
hour earlier, and the owner said
he would wait for me to come
and pick it up. This is the sec-
ond time I have left my credit
card at a restaurant.

In Japan, many years ago,
my father-in-law left his camera
on the train. We went to the
lost and found at the train
station and there were shelves
of lost and found items. The
person there said, “Which one
is it?” There, on one of the

shelves, was my father-in-law’s
camera. | could’ve probably
picked any camera on the shelf,
but in Japan, people are so
honest that he trusted me to
pick the one that belonged to
my father-in-law.

On another occasion, I was
in a little coffee shop called a
“kissaten” in Japan. I loved the
little neighborhood “kissaten,”
or coffee shops, often small and
run by an owner and maybe one
worker.

I was studying and having
coffee alone, when the owner
came up to me and said, “I am
sorry. I have to run to the bank.
I will be right back. Can you
watch my store for me?” I said,
“Sure,” but I didn’t really know
the owner.

Shortly after he left, there
were two customers who
wanted to pay their bills and
leave. They asked me where the
owner was. | said he ran to the
bank. The two customers left
the money for their bills with
me and left!

Within a few minutes, the
owner returned and I gave
him the money from the other
customers. He thanked me
profusely, but I couldn’t believe
what just happened, especially
coming from the United States.
To trust a total stranger to

watch your shop with the cash
register right there? Unbeliev-
able.

Another time years ago
when I was in Las Vegas, we
watched a lounge show and
my “extra wallet” with extra
gambling money fell out of
my pocket. I didn’t realize it
till after I left the lounge some
time later. 1 rushed back to
the lounge, and sure enough, a
cocktail waitress had turned it
in to the bartender.

Still another time in more
recent years, I left a slot ma-
chine in a rush and cashed out
the ticket, but left the ticket in
the machine. The person who
sat down after me noticed me
walking away and followed me
clear to the other side of the ca-
sino until he caught up to me to
return my ticket that was more
than just a few bucks. My name
was not on the ticket. He could
have easily kept it for himself
but he didn’t.

In our modern era, we are
inundated with all kinds of
scams, identity theft, and so
on. But yet, while there are
dishonest people trying to take
advantage of innocent people,
there are honest people who
don’t take what is theirs and re-
turn or turn in what they find.

The old adage, “Honesty is

the best policy,” is really true
and wisdom for today. If you
are honest, then there are no re-
grets. If you are dishonest, you
might get away with it now, but
you might have a guilty heart
later.

I remember that whenever
we went out to eat, my dad
would always add the check
after he got it from the waiter
or waitress. Nine times out of
10, he would find an error in
their arithmetic. He always
told the waiter or waitress, even
when we were “undercharged”
incorrectly. For my dad, “hon-
esty was always the best policy.”

Rev. Gyomay Kubose, in
his book, “Everyday Suchness,”
writes the following in his essay
titled, “Honesty.”

“There are many smooth talk-
ers and many people who put up
a false front and live double lives,
but I would rather be cheated and
be happy, and be poor by being
honest, rather than cheat others
for gain. There is untold peace
and gladness in being honest to

myself.”

I have been the recipient
of the honesty of people many
times over the years. I hope
that someday I might be able to
return the favor to someone.

Request Was

By Rev. Kazuaki Nakata
Rimban
Fresno Betsuin Buddhist Temple

Back in February, I received
an invitation letter from the Go-
bind Marg Charitable Trust of
Parma, Italy, one of the largest
Sikh organizations in Europe.
They requested that I attend
their international convention
in Parma as a representative of
the Buddhist community in the
United States.

Although I have previously
spoken at  federation-level
gatherings — such as the Thai
Buddhist National Conference
in Boston, the Vietnamese
Buddhist Federation in Hous-
ton, and even at a U.S. con-
gressional office — this was my
first international invitation of
this kind. I consulted with our
Fresno Betsuin board, and with
their strong support, I humbly
accepted the invitation as an
official temple engagement.

Parma is located about an
hour and a half from Milan. My
flight itinerary was: Fresno to
Denver to Frankfurt, Germany,
and then to Milan, Italy. After
an 18-hour journey, I arrived in
Milan, where four kind gentle-
men welcomed me, picked up
my luggage, and drove me to
Parma.

They had arranged a five-
night stay in a high-end hotel,
and treated me to lunch and
dinner every day at various
local restaurants. One evening,

Simple, Profound:
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Fresno Betsuin Rimban Rev. Kazuaki Nkata attended the “Wave of Humility

o

Kindness and Love” conference in Parma, ltaly, as a Buddhist representative
in April. The conference was organized by the Gobind Marg Charitable Trust of
Parma, ltaly, one of the largest Sikh organizations in Europe. (Courtesy of Rev.

Kazuaki Nakata)

I texted Lee Osaki, our Fresno
Betsuin administrator, with a
few photos, joking, “I'm being
treated like the Dalai Lama!”
Her husband, Cliff Osaki,
later replied with his signature
humor: “Don’t expect the same
treatment here!”

Although the conference
itself was only one day of my
six-day stay, I was invited to
offer multiple workshops and
study sessions on Buddhism and
how Buddhist perspectives can
contribute to broader human
values. I joined a roundtable
discussion with young leaders,
including a professor from New
York University and a U.S.-
based attorney, and was deeply
inspired by their sincere dedica-
tion to sharing their teachings.

I also had the opportunity to
learn how an organization with
millions of followers operates
and is managed. It was hum-
bling and eye-opening.

The day before the April
5 conference, the 14 speakers
were gathered and instructed:
“Please do not speak about your
religion. Instead, speak about
how you contribute to humili-
ty, love, and kindness.”

This deeply moved me.
At many interfaith events,

‘Speak From the Heart’

religious leaders often “preach”
about how their own religion
promotes peace and love. While
well-meaning, these become
more like showcases of faith
traditions, rather than spaces
for true mutual understanding.

But here, the request was
simple and profound: Speak
from the heart.

On the day of the confer-
ence, the massive Fiere di Par-
ma convention center was filled
with thousands of participants.
Millions more joined online
from around the world.

Standing on stage, I wasn’t
nervousatall. Instead, I felt fully
embraced by the collective love
in the room. [ was introduced as
a Buddhist representative from
Fresno Betsuin Buddhist Tem-
ple, California, and I shared a
simple, personal reflection: I
spoke about how much I enjoy
cooking and serving food for
our Sangha members — not out
of obligation or calculation, but
from a place of pure love and
connection.

I spoke about the true
meaning of “Reverend” in
Jodo Shinshu: one who shows
reverence to the teachings with

Continued on Page 14

Correction

In the July 2025 article about the FDSTL conference,
the temple affiliation listed for Mae Yamasaki was incorrect.
Yamasaki received the Bishop’s 10-Year Service Award as a
member of the Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Winding Down Summer With Successful Obon Season

By Steven Terusaki
BCA President

As another year of summer
festivals comes to a close, let
us acknowledge all those who
made this Obon season a roar-
ing success.

I’ve heard that attendance
was up and food was in short
supply at several temples. The
“Lantern Song” Bon Odori,
composed by the Bombu
Stories group, was danced
throughout the BCA.

I can truly say, “We are
back!” It’s been five years
since the pandemic forced
the shutdown of our tradi-
tional summer Obons. As the
Buddhist “Hamilton” parody
states, “We’ll be back, we’ll
be grilling chicken teriyaki

. our temples have endured
so much but always thrive
through boundless love. Namo
Amida Butsu.”

Check out this prescient
YouTube video written by
Rev. Todd Tsuchiya and per-
formed by Koichi Mizushima:
bit.ly/3Ue5Qj3

Ekoji's Obon

I was able to attend
the Obon festival at Ekoji
Buddhist Temple in Fairfax
Station, Virginia, outside of
Washington, D.C., on July 12
and was deeply appreciative of
the warm welcome I received
by Supervising Minister Rev.
Kurt Rye, Ekoji President
Andrea Chapman, and Ekoji
Obon Planning Team Brant
and Maya Horio.

The weather was hot and
humid, which led to a line
of severe thunderstorms that
approached the temple. With
lighting flashes getting closer,
security personnel ordered all
festivities to be halted. Every-
one was ordered to take cover
inside the Hondo.

Moving an outdoor event
into the Hondo and other in-
door spaces was no small task
and the Ekoji Obon Planning
Team took it all in stride.
Pivoting and taking advantage
of the circumstances led to
an impromptu musical per-
formance by Bombu Stories
(Miharu Okamura, Miko Shu-
do, Kendall Tani and Vicki
Zhang). The crowd enjoyed
the musical performance that
made this Obon so special
memory for many.
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Ekoji Buddhist Temple members, supporters and friends, including BCA President Steven Terusaki, at right, pose for a
group photo after the temple's Hatsubon service on July 13. (Courtesy of Evan Michio Cantwell)

These unexpected hurdles
highlighted the impermanence
of all things and the constant
need to change and adapt. It
was a powerful reminder that
our Dharma teaches us to em-
brace flexibility and resilience.

As the skies lightened, the
all-clear was given and the
festival continued with games,
food, taiko, Bon Odori and
the candlelight service in the
Ekoji garden.

In the heat and humidity,
Ekoji’s shaved ice was a de-
lightful treat. The Fike family

(Rob Fike is a Minister’s As-
sistant) operate the shaved ice
at Ekoji and make it special
with homemade azuki beans
and matcha syrup along with
an assortment of flavors. My
shaved ice hit the spot. Special
thanks go to Stephen Fike for
making it so!

Ekoji’s Hatsubon service
was held the next day, July
13, and was officiated by Rev.
Erick Ishii, who reminded us
that Obon is a time to remem-
ber those who have passed
before us.

While  other  Buddhist
schools may view Obon as
a period when the spirits of
our ancestors return, our Shin
Buddhist tradition offers a
profound understanding: Our
loved ones are always here with
us. They continue to work on
us, helping us to address the
challenges, frustrations and
sufferings we experience in our
everyday lives. Their presence
is a constant source of wisdom
and encouragement.

Continued on Page 13

Revs. Bob and Patti Oshita Join Sacramento Interfaith Peace Walk

By Sharon Ito
Buddhist Church of Sacramento

As chaplains for the Cali-
fornia State Assembly, Revs.
Bob and Patti Oshita joined
religious leaders throughout
Sacramento County for an in-
terfaith peace walk at the state
Capitol. People from different
faiths linked arms in unity as
they walked on the Capirtol
grounds.

The “Sunday’s Best: Faith,
Justice, Mercy & Health Peace
Walk” took place on Sunday,
June 22, on the west steps of
the Capitol. Other speakers
included  Sister ~ Michelle
Gorman, chaplain to the
California State Senate; Imam
Mohammad Yasir Khan, the
first Muslim  who formerly
served as chaplain for the state
Assembly; YK Chalamcherla,
Folsom Cordova school board
member and representative of
the Hindu community; and
Pastor Efrem Smith of Mid-
town Covenant Church.

“We are living through
some tense and troubled times
around the world,” Rev. Bob
Oshita said. “We need to open
our eyes and see that we are all
one humanity, sharing this one
and only Earth.”
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Sacramento Betsuin members, including Revs. Bob and Patti Oshita, join others at the “Sunday’s Best: Faith, Justice,

AN

Mercy & Health Peace Walk” at the California state Capitol on June 22. (Courtesy of George Warren)

Throughout history, Rev.
Patti Oshita said, “Spiritual
philosophers,  poets,  and
teachers have long recognized
that all human disharmony
is rooted in being selfish and
self-centered. We all intuitively
know that greed and selfishness
make us lose sight, that we are
all interconnected and one.”

In addition to Buddhist

teachings, the Oshitas shared
some of their favorite quotes
and poems. One came from
the Dalai Lama, who called
on nations to educate young
minds and nurture kindness
and caring in young hearts.
And there was another quote
from famed UCLA basketball
coach John Wooden, who said
that “happiness begins where

selfishness ends.”

One of the Oshitas’ favorite
poems came from Chuang Tsu,
a Chinese Daoist poet and
philosopher:

“When the shoe fits, the foot
is forgotten,

When the belt fits, the belly
is forgotten,

When the mind is right, ‘for’

and ‘against’ are forgotten.”

“When our minds awaken
to the oneness of humanity,
when our minds are right,”
Rev. Bob Oshita said, “there
can be no ‘for’ and ‘against,’
for selfishness is melted away.”

Rev. Patti Oshita shared
a line from the Muslim poet
Rumi, who said, “Beyond right
and wrong, beyond good and
bad, there is a field; I will meet
you there.” In other words,
she said, “When we awaken to
the oneness of life, we begin
to care. For awakening to our
shared humanity is the seed of
compassion.”

Joining the Oshitas in the
peace walk were Buddhist
Church of Sacramento Presi-
dent Bobby Tanaka and temple
members Katharine Dickson,
Sherri Inenaga, Sharon Ito and
George Warren. The event also
featured a gospel choir of vol-
unteers from the community,
including Keiko Makishima
and Merv Maruyama from the
Sacramento Betsuin Choir.

The event was organized by
Martin Ross, deputy director
of the nonprofit Health Edu-
cation Council, who the Sacra-
mento Bee recently named one
of the top leaders changing the
region’s future.
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The Institute of Buddhist Studies’ (IBS)
of IBS)

IBS Dorm

Continued from Page 1

supporters and IBS alumni to
help furnish the Haste Street
dorm.

The Haste Street dorm dates
back to the early 1960s, when
the IBS was known as the BCA
Study Center. The center was
housed at the Berkeley Buddhist
Temple to train and educate
American-born ministers.

The BCA Study Center
was later renamed and incor-
porated as the Institute of
Buddhist  Studies, becoming
the first Buddhist seminary in
the United States. To support
this effort, over $300,000 was
raised by the BCA community
and roughly one-third of that
amount went to the purchase
of a building on Haste Street in
Berkeley, California.

For the next decade, the IBS
was “Haste House,” as it was
then called. Classes were held in
the common rooms downstairs;
faculty and visiting scholars
lived in the rooms upstairs.
One bedroom was converted
to a shrine room where minis-
terial candidates would practice
chanting and services.

In 1968, Rev. Haruyoshi
Kusada was named IBS Exec-
utive Director and, along with
support from others, developed
the curriculum which allowed
the IBS to become officially
certified by California’s De-
partment of Education as a
graduate school and seminary.

For the next two to three
decades, while the institute’s
administrative  offices and
classrooms were moved to other
buildings, Haste House became
the Haste Street dorm. Genera-
tions of IBS students have lived
in the building and have made
good Dharma friends there.

FYI

To donate to the IBS Haste
Street dorm renovation project,
go to: bit.ly/3GPt6AK

Or use this QR code for

donations:
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Over time, the building was
maintained as best as it could
be with generous help from the
BCA community, but crucial
upgrades have been necessary.

Roots from a neighboring
property’s trees ruined the
driveway and diverted water
into the basement. Original
single-pane windows weren’t
energy efficient, allowing heat
to escape in the winter and
letting in too much heat in the
summer. Occupancy dropped
to almost zero during the
pandemic, and IBS leadership
wasn’t sure what the future of
the dorm would be.

With the generosity of Larry
and Vicky Yamaoka, IBS has
received the support needed to
fully renovate the dorm. And
the dormitory is on track to
reopen in the fall.

The dorm’s floor plan has
been almost completely reimag-
ined. The old building is getting
a fresh coat of paint, new win-
dows, floors and wiring. A fire
sprinkler system has been added
for extra safety. Second-floor
rooms are being reconfigured
to maximize living space.

A modest donation of
$1,000 will cover the costs of
a bed, desk and other furnish-
ing for each residential room.
Donors may also wish to have

WHEEL OF DHARMA

Haste Street dorm is seeking donations to complete a renovation project. (Courtesy

a room named after their fam-
ily or loved ones. Individual
rooms may be named starting
at $5,000.

All donors will be listed on
a commemorative plaque in the
entryway. And, of course, IBS is
grateful for any donation, large
or small. All donations will go
toward the benefit of the Haste
Street dorm.

The needs and categories are
as follows:

e A donation of $1,000

will cover the costs of
a bed, desk and other
furnishing for each resi-
dential room. (11 rooms
available).

e A donation of $5,000
will go toward naming
each individual room.
(11 rooms available)

e A donation of $5,000
will go toward naming
a common room. (two
rooms available)

e A donation of $10,000
will go toward naming
the attached apartment.
(one room available)

Naming rooms in the dorm
is more than placing a plaque on
the wall — it is an opportunity
to leave a legacy that shapes
the daily lives of future IBS
students. These names become
part of the students’ stories at
the dorm, a lasting imprint on
the place they’ll one day call
their second home.

A reopening celebration will
be planned for later this fall.
Please sign up for IBS’s email
list at our website at hteps://
www.shin-ibs.edu/ for updates.

Feel free to reach out to
me directly with any questions
about the IBS Haste Street
dorm at scott@shin-ibs.edu or
510-809-1449.

And, as always, your support
of Buddhist education is deeply
appreciated!

Buddhist Chus
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MUSIC

BCA Music

Committee

DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know that Bon Odori was danced during World War II at many of the temporary
detention centers and at all 10 of the U.S. War Relocation Authority concentration camps?

Read the newly published article

Densho’s website: bit.ly/45aX9vY

“Bon Odori in the American Concentration Camps” at
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Center of Buddhist Education | Living the Dharma Committee

Finding My Path as a
Young Adult With Cancer

Guest Speaker

Paul Daisuke Goodman

Creative Director,
Eight East Productions

Paul Daisuke Goodman is the creative director at Eight East Productions
and the writer and director of the award-winning film, No No Girl. He is also
an editor at the popular online Buddhist school, Everyday Buddhist and has
contributed to publications such as Lion’s Roar and Pacific Citizen. Paul is a
three time cancer survivor and began making feature films after his initial
diagnosis in 2016.

17 September 2025

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM PT

Virtual via Zoom

Please register to receive the link =

Register Today!

Life of Gratitud

@BCA

coe: WG

bitly/Itd0917

SPONSORED BY THE BCA MUSIC COMMITTEE

i

SUNDAY
1:00 PM
@SENSHIN

WITH SEATTLE BETSUIN AND
BERKELEY BUDDHIST TEMPLE

TO SIGN UP OR LEARN MORE, PLEASE CONTACT:

Sept 13, 2025
3 to 5pm - Showcase
5 to 7pm - After-Party

Mountain View
Buddhist Temple

porpy Sﬁ\

Out of the Mud Grows the Lotus:

senshintemple@gmail.com

Stories of Resilience —

£ \ \

i el
VED Tickets start at $25
« hitps://bit.ly/bonbulAMS

Presented by the Buddhist Churches of America and Bonbi Stories
Hosted by Mountain View Buddhist Temple

8
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San Jose Betsuin member Apala Egan has translated a collection of short stories written by her grandmother, Jyotirmoyee Devi Sen, titled “Behind Latticed Marble, Inner Worlds of Women.” The collection
offers accounts of Indian palaces with links to Buddhism. At right, Amber Fort Palace, which was the scene for many of the stories, is shown. (Photos courtesy of Apala Egan and Jack Egan)

San Jose’s Apala Egan Translates Grandmother’s Book as Loving Tribute
‘Behind Latticed Marble, Inner Worlds of Women’ Offers Accounts of Indian Palaces With Ties to Buddhism

Editor’s note: Apala G. Egan
was a Dharma School teacher at
the San Jose Buddhist Church
Betsuin  for 20 years where
she incorporated EcoSangha
principles, after it was initially
introduced, in all of her lesson
plans. She received the Jeanne
Wakatsuki Houston scholarship
in 2009, named after acclaimed
writer of “Farewell to Man-
ganar.” This scholarship was
awarded by the Community of
Writers, formerly named Com-
munity of Writers at Squaw
Valley, California.

By Apala G. Egan
San Jose Betsuin Buddhist Temple

I have recently translated a
collection of short stories by
Jyotirmoyee Devi Sen, titled
“Behind Latticed Marble, In-
ner Worlds of Women.” Sen
won the prestigious Rabindra
Puraskar award for Bengali
writing in 1973.

This is based on a rare eye-
witness glimpse of life in the
innermost chambers of palac-
es in Rajasthan, India, during
the early 20th century. The
women’s pavilion was a scene
of creativity as the dancers
and singers nurtured their
talent; it was also the setting
for rivalries. This would have
been similar to the life wit-
nessed by Prince Siddhartha;
in fact, his mother, Queen
Maya, came from this region.
He received the education
befitting a prince, but he also
observed the extravagance of
royal life.

These stories are narrated
from the feminine perspec-
tive. The entertainers were
skilled exponents of dance
and music such as the geishas
of Japan and the courtesans
of India; the queens and
noblewomen were patrons
of the arts and the work of
artisans and often supported
education and philanthropy.

The introduction itself
provides an overview of
women’s history and their
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The book cover of “Behind Latticed Marble, Inner Worlds of Women,” which features photos of Jyotirmoyee Devi Sen and

Apala Egan. (Courtesy of Niyogi Books)

contributions, including
that of Amrapali, a famous
courtesan, who after meeting
Shakyamuni Buddha, decided
to eschew her profession
and became a Buddhist nun.
Speaking of impermanence,
she says in the Therigatha,
“Once my hair was beautiful,
adorned with gold, fragrant
and soft, well plaited. Now,
because of old age, it has
fallen out. There is no error
in the words of the speaker of
truth ...”

Queen Devi, wife of
Emperor Ashoka, built the
famed Sanchi Stupa with its
four gates with exquisite carv-
ings depicting scenes from
Shakyamuni Buddha’s life.

Lady Takeko Kujo of
Japan, of our Jodo Shinshu
tradition, founded Asoka
Hospital in Tokyo during
the early 20th century after a
major epidemic.

Sen’s grandfather was the
“dewan” or prime minister
to the Maharaja of Jaipur
during the time of the British
Raj. When Sen was 25, she
was tragically widowed and
returned to her parents’ home
where she devoted herself to
writing. Due to rigid Hindu
rules, she could only wear
white sarees and restrict her-
self to a vegetarian diet.

Buddhist teachings, sup-
ported by rulers ever since
the time of Emperor Ashoka,
flourished in the subcontinent

for many centuries although
indigenous worship contin-
ued as well. With the decline
of Buddhism caused by the
rise of Hindu orthodoxy and
the Muslim invasions from
the northwest around the
11th century, many positive
aspects of society disappeared.
Orthodox society enforced its
caste barriers, and the mis-
treatment of widows became
commonplace.

Nevertheless, you still have
old Buddhist communities
in the Indian subcontinent,
especially in the mountainous
regions and in eastern Bengal.
Regardless, some Buddhist
teachings also got swallowed
up wholesale into Hinduism;
Shakyamuni Buddha is viewed
as an incarnation of Vishnu
(one of the Hindu Trinity).

During the time of British
colonization in the last 200
years, their archeologists
discovered Ashoka’s edicts at
Sarnath among other sites.
The paintings and sculptures
at the Ajanta and Ellora
caves, which had served as
monasteries and had lain
hidden for centuries, were
stumbled upon by an English
army officer while hunting!

Thus, during the 19th
century, thinkers and schol-
ars began reaching back into
India’s heritage, resulting in
an outpouring of literature.
Leading figures promulgated
major social and religious re-

forms; this period is referred
to as the Indian Renaissance.

Consequently, educated
families, while still observing
societal rules, encouraged

education for their daughters.
Sen’s own extended family en-
couraged her literary pursuits
and provided her consider-
able support during her long
widowhood. The author is
my grandmother, and I have
worked on the translation in
her honor.

As a matter of interest,
Rabindranath Tagore, Nobel
Prize winner for literature
in 1913, wrote some poetry
and plays in Bengali about
the Buddha’s life. The leaders
of the Indian independence
movement in the 20th cen-
tury adopted as a national

symbol, Emperor Ashoka’s
lion capital from Sarnatch that
includes the Dharmachakra

or Dharma Wheel.

Nine out of the 10 stories
were previously published
in esteemed literary journals
and magazines in the United
States, including The Missou-
ri Review, The South Carolina
Review, Catamaran Literary
Reader and the Ellery Queen
Mystery Magazine. One was
published overseas by Istan-
bul Review. This attests to
the literary merit of the work
and is a good resource for the
pursuit of English Literature.

Stanford, Columbia,
Berkeley and the University

FYI

To order “Behind Latticed
Marble, Inner Worlds of
Women” by Jyotirmoyee Devi
Sen, go to: bit.ly/46djFW1
and bit.ly/4kQ4Xbh

of Illinois, as well as other
universities, have ordered the
book. In England, Oxford
University and London Uni-
versity have ordered this book
as well. The book has been a
subject of a panel discussion
hosted by UC Berkeley’s
Institute of South Asia Stud-
ies, featuring scholars from
Berkeley, James Madison
University and Stree Samya
Books, India.

A review may be found at:
bit.ly/3UsmXNS

All  royalty income is
being donated to a nonprofit
organization, Crafts Council
of India, founded by a fol-
lower of Mahatma Gandhi. It
supports artisanal enterprises
that sustain the environment.
For instance, makers of bed-
spreads, shawls and scarves
use traditional looms that
do not use much fossil fuels.
In fact, I have been deeply
influenced by the EcoSangha
principles that BCA Minister
Emeritus Rev. Don Castro
spearheaded, and Karen Aka-
hoshi adopted for our temple.

To order “Behind Latticed
Marble, Inner Worlds of
Women” by Jyotirmoyee Devi
Sen, go to: bit.ly/46djFW1
and bit.ly/4kQ4Xbh

Please consider acquiring
the book to read, or stock in
our temple libraries for our
younger generation as part of
their Asian literary heritage
or ask your local library to
obtain the book. Or, pur-
chase a copy to donate to the
International Book Project,
which distributes books to
school and college libraries in
developing countries. The ad-
dress is: 1440 Delaware Ave.,
Lexington, Kentucky, 40505.
(www.intlbookproject.org)
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50+ Years in the Dance Circle:

Aiko Hamada of Ogden

Editor’s note: “50+ Years
in the Dance Circle” will pay
tribute to the extraordinary
dance instructors who taught
Bon Odori at BCA temples for
50 or more years. This series

continues with a tribute to the
late Aiko Hamada.

By Dr. Wynn Kiyama
BCA and Honpa Hongwaniji
Mission of Hawaii

Aiko  Inouye Hamada
(1925-2022) grew up in
California and Japan, taught
Japanese classical dance from
her home in Utah, and led Bon
Odori at the Buddhist Church
of Ogden for over 50 years.

Aiko Inouye was born
in 1925 to Kantaro and
Tome Inouye in the Venice
neighborhood of Los Angeles,
California. She grew up on the
family farm with her adopted
brother,  Toshiyuki  Tom
Omaye. Two older half-sib-
lings lived in Japan, and one
of them, Yukitoshi Inouye,
moved to the United States
as a young adult. Throughout
her childhood, Aiko studied
the koto, singing and Japanese
classical dance.

Upon the death of Kanta-
ro’s father in the late 1930s,
the Inouyes moved back to
Japan, living in Chiba during
Aiko’s high school years and
then in the paternal family’s
hometown of Kuchiba in
Shimane  prefecture.  She
continued studying music and
Japanese classical dance during
this time. In the final days
of World War II, the family
witnessed the harrowing sight
of a mushroom cloud over the
decimated city of Hiroshima.

Rev. Ryuei Masuoka, who
knew the Inouyes from Ven-
ice, arranged for a marriage
between Aiko and Shigaru
Hamada from Ogden, Utah.
After the war, Aiko moved
back to the United States by
herself and met the young man
and his family. The couple
married in 1950 and settled
in Ogden, where they owned a
farm and raised their son, Ray-
mond Takashi Hamada, born
in 1951. Aiko taught Japanese
classical dance at her home and
was an active member of the
Buddhist Church of Ogden,
where she was known for her
culinary skills with sushi, mo-

Aiko Hamada, center, and Ruth Kawashima Schriock, left, at the Ogden
Buddhist Temple’s Obon in 1988. (Courtesy of Allyson Hamada)

chi and manju.

Beginning in the early
1960s, Hamada led Bon
Odori at the temple, teaching
countless dances such as “Bon
Odori Uta,” “Ichi Tasu Ichi no
Ondo,” “Soran Bushi,” “Tanko
Bushi,” “Ueomuuite Arukou,”
and “Yakyuken Odori.”

She coordinated dances
with Noriko Maxine Furu-
bayashi, Bon Odori instructor
at the Salt Lake Buddhist
Temple. As children, Aiko and
Noriko had studied Japanese
classical dance in the same
studio in Los Angeles. The two
rekindled their friendship in
Utah and worked together for
decades, learning and teaching
dances at their respective tem-
ples.

At the Buddhist Church of
Ogden’s Obon, Hamada would
cook, work in the food booths
and dress the dancers with
her famously tight koshihimo
(thin cotton bands). She led
Bon Odori with passion and
joy for over 50 years, gradually
retiring in the 2010s. Though

wheelchair bound, she choreo-
graphed “Hokkai Bon Uta”
with the help of granddaughter
Allyson Hamada. The dance
debuted at the temple’s Obon
in 2022, the same year of her
passing.

The Hamada family — son,
granddaughters, great grand-
children and extended relatives
— continues to attend Obon
in Ogden and especially enjoys
dancing “Hokkai Bon Uta” in
her memory.

To view a full list of 50+
teachers, follow the link:
www.bitly/fiftyplusyears.  If
you have an additional dance
instructor for the BCA Music
Committee to consider, please
email Wynn at wynnkiyama@
gmail.com.

Wynn Kiyama lives in Ho-
nolulu, Hawai‘i with bis family
and is a member of the BCA and
the Honpa Hongwanji Mission
of Hawaii. He is currently
working on a history of Bon
Odori in the continental United
States.

support the BCA

Honor Tradition,
Build the Future

Questions: donateebcahqg.org or 415-634-7114
Send donations made out to BCA Endowment Foundation to 2140 Durant Ave., Berkeley, CA 94704

Scan Me!

FUNDRAISER FOR

BCA Federation of Buddhist Women'’s

Association

VIRTUAL cOommuniIty

FUNDRAISERS

When
Friday, September 12, 2025
Place your order for pickup or delivery on Friday, September 12!

Where

Available at Panda Express locations nationwide

www.pandaexpress.com

How
Online orders only

Apply code 9004778 in the Fundraiser Code box during online checkout
at www.pandaexpress.com or via App

28% of sales will be donated to: BCA Federation of Buddhist Women'’s

Association

Our goal is to raise money for the 2026 FBWA Conference

White River Buddhist Temple

BUDDHISM &

YOGA
RETREAT

This retreat has been made possible by CBE and the
Dharma Forward Campaign.

%

SEPTEMBER 6, 2025

9:00AM - 5:00PM
DOORS OPEN AT 8AM FOR COFFEE
AND REFRESHMENTS

e 3625 AUBURN WAY NORTH
AUBURN, WA 98002

© s2s00

WHAT TO EXPECT

Health and wellness discussions on nutrition,
movement, sleep, and meditation as well as the
connection between Buddhism and Yoga.

Come enjoy a day of fun, learning, and spending time

with Sangha. No experience or mats required.
All are welcome!

Lunch is included!

Rev. Bob &
Rev. Patti Oshita
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Bob Matsueda

Yoga & Wellness Instructor
Yoga Therapist

To sign-up, go to
www.wrbt.org/retreat

Deadline to register 9/1/25
*Space is limited

BCA TEMPLES OF THE NORTHERN DISTRICT PRESENT

Hard Rock

——
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Vista Buddhist Temple members, supporters and friends, including yoga instructor Bob Matsueda, in center with palms together in
gassho, pose for a group photo at a yoga seminar on Feb. 16. The yoga seminar was sponsored in part by Dharma Forward, which is

increasing Sangha engagement.

Donations Are Making an Impact — Now

They’re Increasing Buddhist Education, Sangha Engagement, Technology, Facility Safety

By Michiko Inanaga
BCA Endowment Foundation
Director of Development

We're in the home stretcch — and
every donation makes a difference.

Your support in spreading the
word about the Dharma Forward
campaign is deeply appreciated
and so important today. We have
already been able to increase:
Buddhist education, Sangha en-
gagement, ministerial education,
graduate level education and the
Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS)
seminary, technology for better
access to the Dharma, and facility
safety and usage.

There is a full list on the BCA
website on the Dharma Forward
page under Giving at: bit.ly/4f0K-
KOx

FYI

To donate to Dharma Forward, go
to: https://bca.kindful.com/

Not every temple has Buddhist
education. Those that are lucky
enough to have their own temple
Buddhist education committees can
tell you that it’s a great place for re-
sources outside of Sunday services.
BCA regularly provides supplemen-
tal learning opportunities through
its Center for Buddhist Education
(CBE).

Through Dharma Forward,
we've also been able to level access
for Mlnister Assistant’s learning at
the Jodo Shinshu Center in Berke-
ley, California. And provide audio
books for commuters, the visually
impaired, and anyone who wants to

learn by hearing.

Experiencing together helps
us appreciate more, quickly. By
providing opportunities to gather
for fun and learning, BCA helps
support your temple to build the
Sangha community.

Opportunities like having live
singing and instruction at Obon
of Bonbu Stories’ new Bon Odori
dance, “Lantern Song” is just one
example. So, too, are the series o
yoga seminars that have been led
by the BCA’s own Bob Matsueda
throughout the BCA temples and

Continued on Page 14

Why I Support Dharma

Editor’s note: The Dharma
Forward campaign is in its final
stretch run for this year -- and
needs your support to reach its goal
of $15 million. To underscore the
importance of Dharma Forward,
the BCA Endowment Foundation
reached out to Sangha members and
asked them why they are choosing to
support the campaign. To donate,

20 to bea.kindful.com

By Gayle Denaco
New York Buddhist Church

Dharma Forward, the time is
now!

When I first read that slogan
I thought, “Of course, the time is
now. It is the only time!”

I am a relative newcomer to
the Jodo Shinshu path. My earlier
practice was no longer resonating
with me. After a lot of searching,
I came upon Rev. Taitetsu Unno’s

book, “Riv- ) m%%“
er of Fire, ' % :
River of !
Water.”

He chal-
lenged us to
just say the
Nembutsu
and not
to try and
convince,
control or
understand
it. It sounded ridiculous to me, but
I had nothing to lose. I tried it and
my life forever changed.

I downloaded the BCA’s list of
live streaming services and began
to watch.

Since I live in coastal Maine and
New Hampshire, the New York
Buddhist Church (NYBC) seemed
to work best for me. (There is no
Jodo Shinshu temple closer to me.)

I am now a member, livestream
the Sunday services, have partici-

Gayle Denaco

Forward

pated in the Kieshiki ceremony and
participate in live Zoom groups on
a regular basis.

I have never physically been to
the NYBC, but I feel as if I now
have a Sangha. The Zoom meet-
ings are interactive and enable me
to have Sangha friends.

I have come to appreciate that
all this may be one of the positive
side effects of COVID. As difficult
as COVID was, it challenged us to
discover new ways of moving the
Dharma forward. I am one of the
many recipients of those new ways.

Why do I give and support the
Dharma Forward campaign? There
is a financial cost to moving the
Dharma forward. Funding the
various programs is expensive.

I see it as my joy and my respon-
sibility to contribute as I am able.
For centuries, my predecessors
have given their time and money
and sometimes their very lives for
the cause. I can do no less.

Dharma Forward
Needs Your Support
to Reach Its Goal

Rev. Marvin Harada

By Rev. Marvin Harada

Bishop of the BCA

The Dharma Forward
campaign is now at 85% to-
ward the BCA’s goal of $15
million!

We only have another
$2 million to raise. We are
almost there. First of all, our
deepest gratitude to all of
you who have donated to the
campaign, enabling us to get
this far. Just like a runner in

a race, we are in our final sprint to the finish line,
and with your support, we will reach our goal by the

end of this year.

If you have yet to donate to the campaign, it is
not too late. Any amount of a donation will help
us meet our goal, which will enable us to share the
Dharma with a world that deeply needs the teach-

ings.

We continue to move the Dharma Forward. Min-
isters are addressing being more “effective ministers”
in our Dharma talks and how we work with mem-
bers, both new and lifelong. We are exploring ways
to share the teachings in a more understandable,
practical way, while still maintaining the essence of

our teachings.

Our Sanghas are becoming more diverse and

welcoming to new people. People are finding Jodo

Shinshu to be their spiritual home that they have
been seeking, for some, their whole life. May we
continue to provide that spiritual home to all.

Ohtani Fund to
Help BCA Temples

Loans Available for Repairs, Upgrades

Glenn Inanaga

By Glenn Inanaga
BCA President-elect

Any given Sunday, across
the BCA’s 63 member tem-
ples, churches and Sanghas,
the scene is typically the same.
The Kansho bell rings and
echoes through the Hondo
and temple buildings calling
everyone to morning service.

As you sit down in the

Hondo and close your eyes, the smell of incense, and

Continued on Page 14

| Raised

4412,977332
| =
|

As of June 30, the Dharma Forward campaign has raised 85.33%
of its $15 million goal.
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Thank You for Your Generous Offering

Thank you for entrusting us with your gifts of time
and financial support. With your support, we can
provide a family and community-based connection to
the Buddha, Dharma and Sangha. The following list
includes offerings made by members and friends of
the Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) and the In-
stitute of Buddhist Studies (IBS) that were processed
by the BCA Endowment Foundation between July
1, 2024, and June 30, 2025. Donation levels reflect
cumulative amounts given across different programs
and campaigns; please see notes at the end of this list
for further details.

Continued on Page 9
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Js to the BCA Endowment Foundation

Donor List

Continued from Page 8

Donation levels reflect cumulative amounts directed
to the following programs and campaigns received by the
BCA Endowment Foundation; Dharma Forward (General,
BCA initiatives, IBS Chairs, IBS Programs, Debt Relief),
Jodo Shinshu Center, Dana Program, Center for Buddhist
Education, Social Welfare Fund, Zaidan, WABL Koromo
Fund, Music, Bishop’s Expansion Fund, special programs
and requests or unrestricted use.

Continued on Page 14
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Institute of Buddhist Studies Is Deeply Grateful to Its Donors

With deep gratitude, the faculty,

staff, students and trustees of the Insti-
tute of Buddhist Studies (IBS) thanks

those who have made it possible for us

to sustain and grow our academic mis-

sion, grounded in our core values of

wisdom, compassion and community.

The list below acknowledges those

gifts received between July 1,

and June 30, 2025.

2024,

IBS Donations Received — July 1,
2024 thru June 30, 2025: $683,085.24

Dr. Nancy Lin: Nurturing Buddhist Chaplains at IBS

She Is the Hanyu
Chair, Carrying
Forward Legacy of
Compassion, Service
By Rev. Gesshin Greenwood
Communications and

Admissions Director
Institute of Buddhist Studies

On Jan. 26, 2011, Mr. No-
boru Hanyu pledged $500,000
to establish an endowed profes-
sorial chair in honor of his late
wife, Yaeko. The funds were
gifted through the Hanyu’s
living trust as part of the BCA’s
21st Century Campaign.

An endowment is a financial
structure which generates a reve-
nue stream from the earnings of
the invested principal. Because
only the earnings are used, the
principal is kept permanently
intact. An endowed professo-
rial chair is a faculty position
supported by the endowment
created for that purpose.

Mr. Hanyu envisioned the
chair as a way for the Institute

Dr. Nancy Lin

of Buddhist Studies (IBS) to
“share the Buddha’s compas-
sionate teaching to all students,
Buddhist and non-Buddhist,
through the work of chaplain-
cy.”

He saw chaplaincy as a
means for IBS and the Buddhist
Churches of America to “partic-
ipate and contribute to society”
by addressing the needs of all
people.”

Dr. Nancy Lin was appoint-
ed to the Noboru and Yacko
Hanyu Buddhist Chaplaincy
Professorial Chair in 2023, and

is carrying forward the import-
ant legacy of compassion and
service.

Dr. Lin has embraced Mr.
Hanyu’s vision, working with
IBS students to equip them with
both academic and embodied
knowledge of spiritual care.
Under Dr. Lin’s leadership, the
chaplaincy program at IBS has
grown to include eight current
students, with more incoming.
Most are pursuing Master of
Divinity degrees, and some
are in the Buddhist chaplaincy
certificate program.

Dr. Lin teaches core courses
such as Buddhist spiritual care,
which is a requirement for all
Master of Divinity students.

“The point of that class is
to integrate spiritual care prin-
ciples and literature with Bud-
dhist principles and teachings,”
Dr. Lin said. Students read
texts on pastoral care alongside
Buddhist sutras and writings by
Buddhist chaplains.

For example, students might
read primary texts such as the
Avatamsaka sutra, exploring the
concept of “Indra’s Net” and

how interdependence is a core
principle of Buddhist chaplain-
cy, while also reading articles by
contemporary Zen and Tibetan
Buddhist teachers on the art of
listening. In addition to reading
academic and spiritual texts,
students engage in hands-on
exercises like practicing active
listening with their fellow stu-
dents.

As part of her commitment
to our chaplaincy program, Dr.
Lin volunteers weekly at Laguna
Honda Hospital in San Francis-
co through the Zen Caregiving
Project, offering her presence
and listening to residents. She
encourages her students to
pursue similar volunteer oppor-
tunities as part of their training.

“What we do (as chaplains)
is offer our presence and offer
to listen and see what comes
out of that,” Dr. Lin said of her
volunteer work. “Sometimes
that means watching TV with
them, their favorite shows. And

sometimes they’re telling
you their life story.”
Although  chaplaincy  is

serious work, Dr. Lin acknowl-

FYI

To donate to the IBS Hanyu
Chair, go to:
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edges that it’s not always sitting
in silence listening. Bingo night
is an important event at Laguna
Honda Hospital.

“What is religion and what
is religious?” Dr. Lin said.
“We could make a case that
bingo serves a spiritual need.
You look at church bingo,
i’s a whole thing. It’s part of
community —the joy of it, the
joy of winning, the providence
or luck of winning.”

Dr. Lin’s work ensures that
the legacy of compassion and
service envisioned by the Ha-
nyus will continue to flourish.

‘Dial the Dharma’ for Enlightening Messages

800-817-7918

Press 1 for English, Press 2 for Japanese, Press 3 for Spanish
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Ireicho at PABT

Continued from Page 1

a crowd of former internees,
their descendants, friends and
supporters, including several
Sangha members from Berke-
ley, Oakland, San Francisco
and beyond.

When the Ireicho arrived
at the PABT on June 5, an
opening ceremony was led by
Rev. Henry Adams, Resident
Minister of the San Mateo Bud-
dhist Temple, on behalf of Palo
Alto Buddhist Temple Resident
Minister Rev. Dean Koyama,
who was recovering from knee
surgery. The Dharma talk was
given by Ireicho founder Rev.
Dr. Duncan Ryuken Williams.

For three days, people trav-
eled from near and far — from
Monterey to Sacramento — to
stamp names in the Ireicho.
They came to stamp the names
of family members and friends,
ancestors, their own names and
of Issei whom they had not met.

After the last stamping
appointment, the Ireicho rested
on the altar in a closing ceremo-
ny led by Rev. Igor Makasyuk
of Palo Alto Buddhist Temple
and Rev. Devon Matsumoto
of Mountain View Buddhist
Temple.

Representatives for each of
the detention camps offered
incense and touched the ceram-
ic tile composed of soil from
each of the camps, and Rev.
Dr. Duncan Williams gave a
Dharma ralk.

The experience of stamping
names in the Ireicho was emo-
tional for many people as it
offered a “window” and a way
“to connect with the past in a
deeply personal way.”

The following words are
excerpts from experiences of
PABT members who stamped
the Ireicho and, in some cases,
also served as host volunteers:

Elisha Davis

“It was an honor to stamp
an unstamped internee, Kikue
Hamada (born in 1895). Vol-
unteering in the room where
people wrote remembrance
cards was so powerfull Some
were remembering their experi-
ence, some remembering loved
ones. Listening to their stories
reminded me of my father’s
stories.”

Shiz Kobara

“l was very impressed with
(Rev. Dr.) Duncan Ryuken
Williams and his team during
the entire Ireicho viewing and
stamping process. Having the
introduction and history of
Ireicho book was very infor-
mative and fascinating. It was
very emotional to see family
members documented and re-
membered after all these years.
The artistry and enormous
undertaking to compile all the
names from the years of intern-
ment was impressive. Thank
you to the Ireicho project for
keeping their memories alive.”

Lance Matsumura

“Your efforts gave our com-
munity a powerful opportunity
to connect with the past in a
deeply personal way.

“It was a moment to remem-
ber the sacrifices and quiet re-

C 2
N

Tyler Tirsell stamps the “Ireicho Book of Names” with parents Anne and Don Tirsell. (Courtesy of Don Tirsell)

silience of both unknown Issei
and my own relatives. Stamping
the book for people I didn’t
know reminded me of standing
before the Alta Mesa monolith
stone and silently offering,
‘Otsukaresama. 1 remember
you. I'm here because of you.
Thank you.” For the names of
my grandmother and uncles,
family I never had the chance
to meet, it was a way to finally
connect. Reading their names
aloud felt like meeting them for
the first time.

with a pinch of soil from all of
the camps and detention sites
baked in. We are thankful to
the volunteer who took pictures
for us using our mobile phone
as we touched the ceramic tile
and stamped the many names.
The pictures we will treasure
show us stamping the names
and even including pictures of
our own names.

“Friday and Saturday, I vol-
unteered for 2%2hours each day
and was asked to take pictures
for families if they so desired.

PABT, my wife and I spent time
researching her family tree,
uncovering the true names of
her parents, aunts and uncles,
and identifying where they were
interned. Seeing their names in
print was incredibly emotional;
many have passed in recent
years and it brought back a
flood of memories.

“I had the privilege of
stamping my father-in-law’s
name, a name we share, and
my son participated, creating
a memory [ know he’ll carry

“For me, the experience of stamping my grandparents’ names stirred up
memories of my childhood. An innocent time when I had no clue what they
had endured a few decades before. My Nisei parents carried the burden of
having been incarcerated and though they tried to shield us from the dark
side of their experiences in the camps, the stigma carried onto my generation

and beyond. It is this stigma, however, that allows us to never forget what

our ancestors went through and drives our hope that this will never happen

again to any group of people.”
— Carl Yanari, Palo Alto Buddhist Temple

“My son’s impression was
that the Ireicho was ‘big.” He
felt the introduction and wait
before stamping were a bit
long. Still, I think the scale and
process helped underscore the
gravity of what we were doing.

“For my wife, who was born
and raised in Japan, this was
an educational and emotional
experience. Japanese schools
don’t teach about Japanese
Americans. Through the Ire-
icho, she learned more about
our community’s history and
struggles than she ever had
before.”

Julia Miyakawa

“My husband and I had an
appointment to stamp our own
names plus grandparents, par-
ents and siblings. We realized
it was a very solemn occasion
to remember our grandparents’
and parents’ lives as we were
babies at the time and carry no
memory of camp days.

“The book with all the
listing of the names was very
impressive, especially with the
ceramic tile in the inside cover

“At times, as I was taking
the pictures, I would have
tears in my eyes as they often
spoke of their ancestors as they
remembered them.

“There was a folder to the
side of the book with amend-
ments with corrections as the
camp documents were often-
times blurred, but a lot of the
times, the administrators being
very unfamiliar with Japanese,
often misspelling them. The
amendments were made with
input by surviving family mem-
bers.

“But the whole event was
such a heartwarming experience.
The group that tours the book
deserves so much gratitude to
take on such a big project.

“It gave us an opportunity to
look into a window to our very
important history.”

Don Tirsell

“My connection to the
Ireicho is personal, stemming
from my wife’s Sansei Japanese
American heritage.

“When we confirmed our
chance to stamp the Ireicho at

forever. We all touched the tile
at the beginning and hearing
about its composition and the
origin of its materials was deep-
ly moving.

“My family and I are in-
credibly grateful to the Ireicho
organization. Rev. Dr. Williams
and the team are truly dedicated
to visually and profoundly hon-
oring the more than 125,000
Japanese Americans whose lives
were uprooted and permanently
altered. We will never forget
this powerful experience and
the deep dive into our family
history.”

Taryn Tsuji

“As I stood in the room with
the Ireicho, there was a sort of
weight on my shoulders, know-
ing that this would likely be one
of the most meaningful events
that I had ever participated in.

“Over the course of this year,
in particular, I took time to tru-
ly explore my family’s history
and the history of Executive
Order 9066 in more depth.

“Sometimes, it’s difficult to
realize that Japanese American

FYI

More information on the
Ireicho, including the national
tour and the online list of
names, can be found at:
https://ireizo.org/tour/

NBC Bay Area reporter and
Mountain View Buddhist
Temple member Mike Inouye
interviewed Rev. Dr. Duncan
Williams during the Palo
Alto Buddhist Temple tour
visit: bit.ly/3GuGeuS

incarceration  continues  to
impact those around me. The
same people I visit during the
holidays, share meals with and
laugh alongside experienced
drastically different realities
than what I do now when they
were my age. My relatives don’t
often mention their past, which
I can understand, but this
underscores the importance of
remembering their stories and
experiences. The Ireicho project
provided this opportunity.

“As we flipped through the
book, my attention was caught
by the small dots on each page.
When we reached my relatives’
names, there were already many
small stamps, likely from my
other relatives  throughout
America.

“Being able to visually see
how this part of history impacts
and connects our family and
community was nothing short
of surreal. In that moment, I felt
a profound sense of connection
— not just to my relatives, but
to the broader community that
shares this history. This served
as an important reminder of
the importance of our stories,
though often unspoken, that
bind us together across time
and distance.”

Carl Yanari

“On a bright sunny day in
June under a cloudless sky, our
family congregated in Issei Hall
to experience the stamping of
the ‘Ireicho Book of Names.’

“How fitting, I thought,
that this event was held in a
building dedicated to the Isseis
who perhaps suffered the most
during the internment ordeal.
How ironic, I thought, that the
weather be so perfect compared
to the harsh conditions that my
ancestors endured during their
time in the incarceration. And
how fortunate that I was able to
make this connection with my
ancestors to remind me of the
atrocities that they endured and
survived.

“Never before had there
been an effort to collect all the
names that were a part of this
process. Having the names is
essential to provide a sense of
individuality to the internees
rather than just being a part of
a statistic.

“Through the process of
allowing descendants to place a
stamp, an ink dot, next to the
name of their ancestors allowed
for a sense of connection to the
past and ensure the ancestor
will not be forgotten.

“For me, the experience of
stamping my grandparents’
names stirred up memories of

Continued on Page 14
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ECOSANGHA PERSPECTIVES

New EcoSangha Committee Member Shares Views on Interconnectedness

By Kelli Hata
Fresno Betsuin Buddhist Temple

My name is Kelli Hata
and T've just emerged from
the crucible of academia with
a Master of Arts in Religion,
with a focus on the intersec-
tion of Religion and Ecology
from Yale Divinity School.

I was raised Jodo Shinshu
Buddhist, yet my intellectual
journey has been steeped in
Christian theologies. Now, I
find myself desiring to recon-
nect with my Buddhist roots
and explore this rich tradition
that has profoundly shaped my
thinking and becoming.

As I navigate the spaces that
lie in both, in between, and in
beyond Buddhist and Christian
perspectives, I look forward to
journeying at the margins in
the work of EcoSangha.

The relationship between
humans and the land is
intrinsic, yet it takes on a
uniquely profound dimension
for Japanese Americans. One
such dimension, rooted in
Buddhism, is the notion of
interconnectedness, which
stands in stark contrast to the
Western Baconian penchant
for control and categorization
that often treats nature as a
resource to be bent for human
purpose and confined within
tidy, geometric boundaries.

For Issei and Nisei, many of
whom toiled in agriculture and

Kelli Hata, of the Fresno Betsuin, is a recent graduate of Yale Divinity School and
a new BCA EcoSangha Committee member. (Courtesy of Kelli Hata)

carved their identities in the
soil, they passed down a legacy
of relationships that fostered a
deep-seated dialogue with the
environment.

In Buddhism, the concept
of “thusness” (nyoze/tathata)
posits that every being possess-
es its own intrinsic nature or
essence. In this context, Japa-
nese Americans often engaged
in gardening as a means of
manifesting and nurturing this
principle.

This was highlighted in
my research at Yale, where I
explored the intersection of
environmental  justice and
eco-theology within  World
War II internment camps.

The ornamental and victo-
ry gardens cultivated within
these confines were not merely
acts of survival; they stood as

powerful assertions of religious
and cultural identity and jus-
tice against forces that sought
to erase them.

At the same time, as the
landscapes  of  internment
camps like Manzanar were
rendered barren and stripped
of their natural integrity due
to aggressive water extraction
practices, these cultivated
gardens reasserted the free-
dom and flourishing of both
interred people and the land
itself.

I reflect on this intercon-
nectedness through my child-
hood experiences and how they
have shaped my academic pur-
suits. I often recall the church
song, “Swim, swim, little fish,
Buddha loves you, little fish,”
finishing with a playful smack
of my lips.

Certainly, my life has been
deeply influenced by non-hu-
man beings. Growing up in the
Central Valley, I wasn’t just
a passive observer; I was an
active participant in a complex
and interconnected ecological
community. I forged bonds
with stray cats, became the sen-
tinel of ants and blue-bellied
lizards and helped my grand-
parents, Makoto and Harue,
pull weeds at the old Fresno
Betsuin Buddhist Temple.

I watched the rhythms of
the farm workers tending to
my grandpa’s grapevine fields.
I evaded tumbleweeds and
carefully avoided stepping
on worms that surfaced onto
the concrete during the rainy
season. | listened to the coy-
otes’ cries at night, drove my
grandpa’s golf cart through
dusty fields, tossed my moth-
er’s vegetable scraps over the
fence into a field where bugs
and birds foraged, and experi-
enced the pang of guilt when
my cousin showed me how
salt cruelly turned snails into
bubbly victims.

I've dug imaginary tunnels
to China with my sister and
cousin, swatted flies with
grandma’s battered fly swatter,
yet saved bees and insects
from my Auntie Rona’s pool.
And, I concocted makeshift
soups from dog food for my
grandpa’s canine companion,
Poochi.

These moments were pro-

found lessons on coexistence.
They not only highlight ex-
amples of mutual flourishing,
but also reveal relationships
marked by injustice, power im-
balance, suffering and death.
The term “interconnected-
ness” effectively describes the
ecological realities of sharing
this planet with others.

Indeed, injustices such as
the World War Il incarceration
of Japanese Americans and
ecological degradation reveal
the challenging dimensions of
interconnectedness — a web of
relationships that is, nonethe-
less, imbalanced and unjust.

Therefore, in my new role
as a member of the Fresno
Betsuin  Buddhist Temple’s
EcoSangha Initiative, I hope
to contribute my perspective
on “interconnectedness” as a
prescriptive way to be, sug-
gesting more life-giving ways
of ecological care rooted in
Jodo Shinshu teachings.

As 1 write this, I'm observ-
ing the wild birds feasting at
my window feeders, who also
enrich the soil and plants
surrounding my apartment.
This practice is part of my
commitment to mutual flour-
ishing and my effort to assist
other beings in cultivating
“thusness.” As a new EcoSang-
ha Committee member, I look
forward to exploring how Jodo
Shinshu can extend Amida
Buddha’s compassion to in-
clude all beings.

The

Editor’s note: This is the
second of four articles on “The
Origin of Jodo Shinshu Teaching”
by Rev. Giel Sasaki thar will
appear in the Wheel of Dharma.
Rev. Sasaki holds the position of
Bishop at the Nishi Hongwanji in
Kyoto, Japan, where he is involved
in training students, and has the
special title within Jodo Shinshu
Hongwanji-ha of “Shikyo,” which
literally means “conduct training”
in English. “Shikyo” is the sec-
ond-highest academic position in
Jodo Shinshu studies. Rev. Sasaki
teaches at Ryukoku University and
the Central Buddhist Institute.

By Rev. Giei Sasaki
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

Who then guided Genshin
to the teaching of Amida Bud-
dha?

Let us refer back to Shoshinge
again. There is a line that reads
as follows, “Zendo doku myo

Origin of the Jodo Shinshu Teaching — Part 2

busshoi,” or “Shan-tao alone in
his time clarified the Buddha’s
true intent.” (CWS I, p. 73)

So the one who led Genshin
to the teaching was Shan-tao
(613-681). The origin of the
Jodo Shinshu teaching can be
traced back to China across the
Sea of Japan.

Shan-tao was born approx-
imately 1,300 years ago in
Shandong  province, China.
The era of Shan-tao coincided
with that of the Tang dynasty
(618-907), one of the most
flourishing kingdoms in Chi-
nese history. Shan-tao was such
a great propagator who adopted
a unique preaching method us-
ing large pictures that visualized
what was written in sutras. He
was also well acquainted with
Buddhist  liturgy, including
chanting and created a number
of liturgical texts.

He even directed the con-
struction of the great Buddha
statues of the Longmen grot-
toes, which is one of the three
notable grottoes in China along
with Yungang and Dunhuang
Mogao, each of which has been
designated as a World Heritage
site.

The other two caves had
been constructed since the time
of T’an-luan, about whom I will
refer to later.

Let’s go back to the topic of

Shan-tao. Many of his works,
such as “The Commentary on
the Contemplation Sutra” and
a variety of liturgical writings
had been brought across the
ocean to Japan and kept at the
libraries in Mount Hiei. The
collection of these works by
Shan-tao introduced Genshin,
Honen and Shinran to the
teaching of Amida Buddha.

Who introduced Shan-tao
to Amida Buddha’s teaching?

Let’s  refer again  to
Shoshinge, in which you will
find a line that reads, “Doshaku
kessho do nan sho, Zo matsu
ho metsu dohi’in” or “Tao-ch’o
determined how difficult it
is to fulfill the Path of Sages,
and reveals that only passage
through the Pure Land gate is
possible for us.” (CWS I, p. 72)

In other words, this verse
says that Tao-ch’o (562-645)
clarified that it is extremely dif-
ficult to attain enlightenment
by oneself in this world, and he
encouraged people to aspire for
birth in Amida’s Pure Land to
achieve Buddhahood.

As you know, Shinran was
Honen’s disciple. Similarly,
Shan-tao was a disciple of
Tao-ch’o. Their age difference
was as much as 51 years. Shan-
tao must have looked like a
great-grandson of Tao-ch’o.

It has not been often re-

ferred to, but Tao-ch’o lived
through an extremely turbulent
age and put his life in danger
many times. Due to space
limitations, I cannot detail
the  historical  background,
but Tao-ch’o lived under four
different dynastic kingdoms
during his lifetime. The four
dynasties were: Northern Qi
(550-577), Northern Zhou
(556-581), Sui (581-618) and
Tang (618-907).

In his childhood, the
kingdom under the rule of the
Northern Qi went through a
number of natural disasters and
famines that deprived people of
hope for life.

In his youth, Tao-ch’o saw
his nation completely destroyed
by the Northern Zhou, which
carried out a severe persecu-
tion for Buddhists in Chinese
history. In such terrible social
conditions, Tao-ch’o sought
salvation in the teaching of
Amida Buddha. When the Sui
dynasty began, he was finally
allowed to publicly share the
Buddha-Dharma again.

According to the documents
at the time, more than 100,000
Buddha statues were newly
erected or restored and more
than 130,000 sutras were re-
produced.

From these figures, we could
tell how fiercely Buddhism had

been oppressed by the previous
government. In such a chal-
lenging time, Tao-ch’o traveled
until  encountering  Amida
Buddha’s teaching.

Without being discouraged,
Tao-ch’o visited a modest tem-
ple in his home province. This
temple is called Xuanzhong
and it still remains in Shanxi
province, China.

The temple was where
T’an-luan  (476-542) lived.
Although the temple building
had been completely destroyed
when Tao-ch’o visited, a stone
monument remained and it
has an inscription written by
T’an-luan.

What T’an-luan inscribed
on the monument is believed
to be his appreciation for the
Nembutsu that is nothing but
Amida Buddha’s salvific work-
ing.

Tao-ch’o later rebuilt the
temple, and as if being in accord
with T an-luan’s words, he also
followed the Nembutsu path
throughout his life. Xuanzhong
temple was also where young
Shan-tao called on Tao-ch’o in
his later days.

The origin of the Pure
Land Buddhist teaching that
we appreciate today was thus
succeeded at this Xuanzhong
temple from T’an-luan, Tao-
ch’o and onto Shan-tao.
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the lead on efforts to increase

membership.
“Effective websites, Bud-
dhist education programs,

marketing our BCA and local
temples better and initiating
meditation or other new pro-
grams are all ways to begin to
grow our temples,” he stated.

And Rev. Harada empha-
sized: “The main point is for
each of our local churches and
temples to begin to initiate
something that might add to
the growth of their member-
ship.”

Rev. Harada singled out
two other major concerns
— the ongoing shortage of
ministers and the conclusion
of the BCA’s Dharma Forward
campaign at the end of the
year.

He said the BCA will
continue to have a shortage
of ministers “for a few more
years,” but noted that the cur-
rent situation isn’t as dire and
alarming as it was during the
pandemic — when all ministe-
rial training and certification
was suspended for a few years
by the Hongwanji-ha in Kyo-
to.

“We do have ministers in
the pipeline,” he said, adding
that several individuals have
received Kyoshi certification

this year. Some, he said, will
begin to serve later this year
and another individual will
hopefully serve next year.

In addition, he said the
BCA has five ministerial can-
didates who will be receiving
Tokudo training in October.
Of the five, two have aspira-
tions to serve as Kaikyoshi
ministers “and one might be a
volunteer or part-time minis-
ter someday,” he said.

WHEEL OF DHARMA

campaign) will be to the
benefit to all the BCA and
all of our temples and new
programs like the Task Force
on Buddhism and Spiritual,

Psychological =~ Well-Being,”
Rev. Harada said.
The new task force is

chaired by Gregg Krech of the
Todo Institute in Vermont.
“We want to connect Bud-
dhism to mental health issues
and to create programs at the

“The main point is for each of our local churches
and temples to begin to initiate something that
might add to the growth of their membership.”

— Bishop Rev. Marvin Harada

“So, we will eventually
begin to fill the void of our
shortage of ministers and
hopefully will be able to keep
up with the rate of ministers
retiring,” he said. “But we are
going to have to make do for
another few years.”

Rev. Harada also men-
tioned the Dharma Forward
campaign, which, to date, has
reached approximately 85% of
its goal of $15 million.

“We’re almost there, but
it’s going to take all of us, all
of you leaders to pass the word
on at the local and district lev-
el for us to complete this last
15 percent,” he said.

“It (the Dharma Forward

local, district and national
level,” he said.

Rev. Harada also pointed
out the accomplishments of
another new BCA committee
— the BCA Film and Video
Committee — chaired by
Glen Tao.

The committee has com-
pleted a number of projects
that include: creating several
videos for the 125th anni-
versary; a video of all the
BCA churches and temples;
and a video of the message
of Rev. Yoshiki Sonoda, the
great-grandson of the first
BCA minister, Rev. Shuye
Sonoda, in Japanese with En-
glish subtitles.

President’s Message

Continued from Page 3

I was honored to be men-
tioned as a special guest along
with Bukkyo Dendo Kyokai
America President Mikio Ya-
mashita, and Carolyn Seeger
and her husband Steve Seeger.
The Seegers attended the
Hatsubon service as repre-
sentatives of the Tsuji family
for their late mother, Sakaye
Tsuji, who passed away on
Feb. 14.

Rev Kenryu and Mrs.
Sakaye Tsuji, along with BDK
America and the BCA, are the
pillars of the Ekoji Buddhist
Temple, founded in 1981.
It felt special to share in this
Hatsubon for Mrs. Tsuji.

As I write this article in
the latter half of July, I am
looking forward to many
other BCA Obon festivals
in the coming weeks. Our
BCA Music Committee has
been a true catalyst, bringing
our Obon traditions to the
forefront. The introduction of
new Bon Odori, the sharing of
much-loved Bon Odori from
other temples, and the joyous
dancing of traditional Bon
Odoris truly manifest Obon
as “Kangie” (“Gathering of
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Stephen Fike of Ekoji Buddhist
Temple serves up refreshing shaved
ice at the temple’s Obon. (Courtesy of
Steven Terusaki)

Joy”). It’s a beautiful expres-
sion of our shared heritage
and vibrant community.

Donor Appreciation

This month’s Wheel of
Dharma includes the Donor
Appreciation Issue, acknowl-
edging and thanking the many
members and non-members
alike who have supported
the BCA and the Institute of
Buddhist Studies (IBS) over
the past year. With the gen-
erosity of these individuals,
foundations and organizations
our future is bright.

I want to emphasize the
importance  of  “Dharma

Forward.” This campaign is
crucial for ensuring the future
of both the Buddhist Church-
es of America and the IBS.
Let us surpass our campaign
goal to secure the longevity
and continued impact of our
institutions. My heartfelt ap-
preciation goes out to all the
donors who are making a sig-
nificant difference with their
generosity in supporting this
campaign. If you haven’t yet
participated, please consider
a gift that will ensure that
the Dharma will be heard for
generations to come.

Looking Ahead

August signals the end
of summer, and with it, the
anticipation of what fall will
bring: cooler, shorter days;
the start of the new academic
school year; the excitement of
football; and the gradual slide
into the year-end holidays.

It’s a time of transition,
much like our spiritual jour-
ney. There is much to work
on at the BCA and in each
of our temples and churches.
I encourage you to do your
part to step forward and
make a difference in building
community, supporting our
ministers and welcoming new
individuals to join us in the

big tent of Shin Buddhism.

‘Dial the Dharma’ for Enlightening Messages

800-817-7918

Press 1 for English, Press 2 for Japanese, Press 3 for Spanish
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PASADENA BUDDHIST
TEMPLE & PARSONAGE

Help us bounce back from the Eaton Fire
and cover costs not reimbursed by
insurance, FEM#& or SBA.

Donate now at

’ hm‘lgivehutter.comIMCIzE

One step at a time. We'll get there.
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DHARMA FORWARD is a capital campaign to
investment in sustainable growth and
organizational capacity for the Buddhist
Churches of America and the Institute of
Buddhist Studies.

[additional areas on back pagel

DANA PROGRAM is BCA's annual giving
program. Funds support yearly goals of sangha
engagement, ministerial pathways, leadership,
and learning of Shin Buddhism.
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CENTER FOR BUDDHIST EDUCATION (CBE)
fosters and implements the BCA's educational
programs and ministerial training goals.

BCA SOCIAL WELFARE PROGRAM aids those
suffering from deprivation of basic human
needs.

@BCA Use the QR Code to
(e of Gatitude Make an impact
BCA ZAIDAN FUND is the original endowment today!
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started in 1925 for the propagation of Buddhism
in America.

=

OTHER BCA FUNDS WHERE DONATIONS CAN BE MADE INCLUDE:
Music, Jodo Shinshu Center (Facilities)
Disaster Relief, FBA Legacy (Wheel of Dharma), Ministerial Support, WABL Koromo funds

Buddhist Churches of America Endowment Foundation [BCAEF] is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization
Tax ID# 94-2857583. BCAEF manages endowments, temple investment accounts, and provides fundraising support for
the Buddhist Churches of America [BCA] and the Institute of Buddhist Studies [IBS].

SATURDAY

08/23
5:00 PM

Dinner
in the

will follow

Social Hall

OJO RAISAN
CHANTING SESSION

SPONSORED BY SDBEC

To participate, please contact
senshintemple@gmail.com
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Rev. Nakata

Continued from Page 2

a humble mind, and commits to
being a lifelong learner. That is
the heart of humility.

After the talk, many attend-
ees came to me and said: “Rev.
Nakata, your words spoke for us
— from the same perspective —
expressing exactly how we feel.”

Even though my message was
simple, as always, I was deeply
moved by how it resonated with
so many.

Throughout the trip, how-
ever, one persistent question
remained in my heart: “Why am
I being treated so well?”

Eventually, the conference
organizers shared the story.

They had originally planned
to invite His Holiness the Dalai
Lama from Dharamsala, India.

He is a close friend of the Sikh
spiritual leader, Baba Ji, the
“living saint” of the Sikh com-
munity. However, due to cir-
cumstances, it became difficult
for the Dalai Lama to attend. In
his place, they urgently needed
to find a Buddhist representa-
tive, and a selection committee
was formed.

During the selection process,
my name was brought up. And
I was later told that the living
saint himself ultimately decided:
“As God’s decision, let’s invite
him — Kaz.”

I do notbelieve that I, myself,
am worthy of representing the
Dalai Lama. But as I reflected, I
began to understand something:
Perhaps it is this very humil-
ity — the belief that I am not
worthy — that is precisely why I
was invited to a “Conference on
Humility.” In that moment, the

FYI

To view Rimban Rev. Kazuaki
Nakata’s speech in Parma,
Italy, go to: bit.ly/43gSNmb
(starts at 2:08:15)

reason | had been chosen finally
made sense.

I am truly grateful to our
Fresno Betsuin board for its
trust, and to the Gobind Marg
Charitable Trust for the invi-
tation. It was a life-changing
journey — one that reminded
me of the power of humility,
love, and kindness.

Please take a moment to
watch my recorded speech, and
let us continue to walk the path
of Jodo Shinshu together —
learning and living its teachings
each day.

By the way — the Italian
gelato was absolutely delicious!

Ohtani Fund

Continued from Page 7

the sound of people talking and
catching up on the week brings
you back to a special place.

Many refer to their temple or
church as their second home. It
is a place where families get to-
gether to physically connect to a
sense of community and become
a Sangha. One understated char-
acter in this story that often does
not receive as much appreciation
is the actual building which sur-
rounds the Sangha.

Across the country, over
the last 125 years, our pioneers
mortgaged their homes, farms,
and pledged their business assets
to qualify for loans and financing
to construct these amazing build-
ings in our community, with an
inspiring amount of foresight
and sacrifice.

These remarkable reminders

of our history are now experi-
encing their own challenges.
Wildfires,  climate  change,
arson, vandalism, and even basic
deferred maintenance issues
threaten these structures.

With that in mind, the BCA
has restored and funded the
Koshin Ohtani Building Fund
for the benefit of our member
temples and churches. The fund
provides low-interest loans with
favorable terms for the repair, re-
model, and new construction of
temple facilities across the BCA.

With an initial grant of
$200,000 from the Dharma
Forward campaign, the fund

will provide applicants with the
ability to start emergency repairs,
supplement their existing financ-
ing, or even refinance all or a
portion of their existing loans
with higher interest rates.

As applicants repay their loans
and the lower rate of interest, the
fund will make additional loans

available to other applicants,
which means BCA member
temples and churches will be
helping each other through the
fund, ensuring that our collective
efforts will not only benefit our
own temple buildings, but also
the facilities of other temples and
churches in the BCA.

Sadly, we may never know
when the fund might be neces-
sary for your temple, but we hope
that you will utilize these funds
to honor our pioneers and help
save or maintain your buildings
for future generations.

Thank you to those who con-
tributed to Dharma Forward to
allow for the fund to be restored.
If your temple is interested in ap-
plying for these funds, or if you
would like to make an individual
donation to increase the funds
available for our member tem-
ples and churches, please contact
Glenn Inanaga at ginanaga@
beahg.org.

Dharma Forward

Continued from Page 7

churches.

We can appreciate the collec-
tive kinship we feel of dancing
in a circle, sometimes barely
knowing the moves. It’s a phys-
ical reminder that we can make
music, we know how to experi-
ence together, and to appreciate
the talents of one another.

Educated ministers lead us
to more questions. Buddhism

explores the power of self-reflec-
tion. Ministers can help us to ex-
plore our own ignorance, give us
the nudge to ask the questions,
and explore more frequently how
to understand our own circum-
stances.

There is so much happening.
We don’t want anyone to miss
out! Please join us in ensuring
the future of our sanghas, our
temples and our organizations
as a way to continue our unique
way of beginning to unravel the
complexity of life.

The impact of our work
isn’t always immediately visible.
But like a seed quietly growing
beneath the soil, transformation
takes time. We have been nour-
ishing ourselves with the fruits
of past cultivation. And your
support is an investment in the
future — fruit that will benefit
individuals, sanghas, communi-
ties and the world.

Let’s finish this together!
Let’s step into the next chapter
with strength, clarity and a heart
full of purpose.

Ireicho at PABT

Continued from Page 11

my childhood. An innocent time

when I had no clue what they had

endured a few decades before.
“My Nisei parents carried the

burden of having been incarcer-
ated and though they tried to
shield us from the dark side of
their experiences in the camps,
the stigma carried onto my gen-
eration and beyond.

“It is this stigma, however,
that allows us to never forget

what our ancestors went through
and drives our hope that this will
never happen again to any group
of people. This experience was
truly moving and meaningful.
I am grateful that I had this
chance and hope that others will
have this experience as well.”

BCA Donors

Continued from Page 9

Donors include individuals,
foundation, trusts and bequests.
Gifts given directly to the IBS for
their giving programs and gifts to
BCA’s Student Financial Assistance

Program are managed separately
and are not included in this list.

If you would like to receive a re-
cord of a specific donation, did not
receive an acknowledgment for a
recent donation, would like names
listed differently in the future, or
have any other questions, please
contact the BCA Endowment

Foundation.

Our intention is to honor your
contribution, so we ask that you
kindly allow us to correct any er-
rors. Contact the BCA Endowment
Foundation at 415-776-5600 or
donate@bcahq.org for further assis-
tance and review. Corrections will
be published as soon as possible.

ROHWER/JEROME

PILGRIMAGE 2025

September 17-19
(2 nights)

SCHEDULE:
9/17—Fly to Little Rock
9/18—Visit Museum and Rohwer
9/19—Visit Jerome and return home

If you are interested,
please contact Rev. Kaz!

rev.kaznakata@gmail.com
or (424) 666-7101

CAR SHOW 25

Saturday, September 20, 2025
10:00 am - 2:00 pm
FREE TO THE PUBLIC
Palo Alto Buddhist Temple | 2751 Louis Road, Palo Alto

LIVE MUSIC - TAIKO PERFORMANCE BY TAIKOSOBA
BONSAI DISPLAYS & DEMONSTRATIONS
GRANDMA'S TREASURES IN ISSEI HALL (ANTIQUES, CLOTHING, ARTS & MORE)
DOG ADOPTION EVENT (12:00-2:00 PM) - SUMMER RAFFLE DRAWING (AT 2:00 PM)
FOOD & DRINK AVAILABLE FOR SALE INCLUDING SHAVE ICE

FEATURED CARS ON DISPLAY
CLASSIC CARS - EXOTIC SPORTS CARS - HOT RODS - MUSCLE CARS
JDMTUNER CARS - CLASSIC ASIAN & EUROPEAN IMPORTS
ELECTRIC & EXPERIMENTAL CARS
CAMPER/VAN CONVERSIONS - OVERLANDERS - DUNE BUGGIES

ALL MAKES AND MODELS ARE WELCOME
Registration: $35 per car (Donation)

Event information and registration:

https://www.pabt.org/pabtcarshow2025 Eric.quock@gmail.com

FUNDRAISER FOR
The Fresno Buddhist Church
Proceeds to benefit the 125" Anniversary Celebration
(November 2026)

FUNDRAISERS

VIRTUAL communiTy ;@

. When
Friday, August 15, 2025
Place your order for pickup
or delivery on Friday,
August 15!

B Where
Available at Panda
Express locations
nationwide
www.pandaexpress.com

. How
Online orders only
Apply code 9004898 in the
Fundraiser Code box during
online checkout
at www.pandaexpress.com
or via App

28% of sales will be donated to: The Fresno Buddhist Church

Thank you so much for your generous support!
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